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    Chapter 1 - The Function of the Testimony of Jesus

  


  
    I have been very strongly exercised in regard to the message which lies spiritually at the heart of the first book of Samuel. When we come to an Old Testament book such as this one, we must remind ourselves that it is not just a matter of history or a record of things which happened long ago, but rather in our coming to principles wrapped up in that history, principles which abide for all time and are as important and essential in this age as in any age. We see that the Word of God is always up-to-date, living, and filled with a challenge. I am quite sure we shall see how true that is as we go on. But let me repeat, it is important to remind ourselves of that, and that we are not just reading or studying Old Testament history. We are being confronted by living and abiding principles which God Himself has established in relation to His purpose which runs from eternity to eternity.


    The inclusive thing is the testimony of Jesus, and again, it is not bound to the New Testament, to say nothing of being bound to the last book of the New Testament; it is true that the phrase occurs more often in the book of the Revelation than anywhere in the Scriptures, but the significance of this is that at the end the consummate issue is the testimony of Jesus. There you have reached the consummation of everything that has been going on through the ages, and it becomes the one clear, definite, positive issue. The testimony of Jesus runs from the beginning of the Word of God to the end. It is everywhere in the Old Testament as it is in the New, and in a very emphatic way here in this first book of Samuel.


    In Revelation 19:10 we read, "The testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy." In Acts 3:24 we read: "All the prophets from Samuel and them that followed after, as many as have spoken, they also told of these days." The point is that the passage in Acts would begin the prophetic office with Samuel, and make Samuel the first of the prophets. Since the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy, then the testimony of Jesus is with Samuel, and that is the inclusive matter in this Divine revelation.


    In the book of Samuel the testimony is represented by the ark called "the Ark of the Testimony". The deepest truth of the ark being the testimony, is God manifest in the flesh. It is God who has come in the flesh, and the ultimate meaning in God having come, is God against the gods, all of which are gathered up into one god: the god of this world. Now that comes out in a very definite way in this book, as it does in other parts of the Scripture. But I want you to recognise the innermost thing in the testimony of Jesus: God manifest in the flesh for redemption and much more, but supremely the establishment of God over all gods, over everything that opposes and calls itself "god". Presently we shall see the testimony as represented in the ark in the presence of David, and we know the issue here, but for the moment I mention the fact that the deepest and innermost truth of the testimony of Jesus is God revealed, God present, and God active in relation to His eternal purpose: Emmanuel, God with us.


    This first book of Samuel gathers around the testimony in three phases: first, Samuel; second, Saul; third, David. A fourth is an ever-present element: the Philistines. They seem to me to form the background of the rest. In Samuel and David we have that which is bound up with the preserving and the advancing of the testimony to its final establishment in the heavenly kingdom and temple of God. The issue of this book finds the ark in the temple in Jerusalem. That is the end of David's life, and it is that which gives the life of David its significance: the ark at rest, the kingdom come, the temple with the testimony established in it and Solomon bringing in the reign of peace. It is with that end in view that both Samuel and David are brought in. On the other hand, in Saul and the Philistines, we have that which is inimical to the testimony, which is the principle of antichrist.


    We need to make a basic statement, that in Samuel and David we have that which in principle is meant by the man-child. I wonder how many of you have as yet been really gripped and impressed by the meaning of that title, "the man-child". You have heard it often, but perhaps it has not conveyed very much to you. Let me say at once that in that name we have something which is right at the heart of God's purpose through the ages. It is around that that the warfare has gone on, and will intensify to the end.


    Perhaps to get the significance of the man-child, we ought to read one or two passages. We will look first at familiar words in Psalm 2:7-9: "I will tell of the decree: The Lord said unto Me, Thou art My son; this day have I begotten Thee. Ask of Me, and I will give Thee the nations for Thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for Thy possession. Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; Thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel." And then Rev. 2:26-27: "And he that overcometh, and he that keepeth My works unto the end, to him will I give authority over the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron, as the vessels of the potter are broken to shivers; as I also have received of My Father", the last clause of which takes us back to Psalm 2, "As I have received of My Father". Psalm 2 refers to the Lord Jesus, as the book of Acts makes perfectly clear when it says, "God ... raised up Jesus again; as it is also written in the second psalm, Thou art My Son, this day have I begotten Thee" (Acts 13:33). He received of the Father this authority over the nations, to rule them with a rod of iron and break them in shivers as a potter's vessel. Now this is passed on by Him to others who are brought in, called overcomers - "He that overcomes". The same words are used in connection with the Son.


    Then you pass to Rev. 12:5: "She was delivered of a son, a man-child, who is to rule all the nations with a rod of iron . And there was war in heaven; Michael and his angels going forth to war with the dragon; and the dragon warred and his angels; and they prevailed not, neither was their place found any more in heaven. And the great dragon was cast down. And they overcame him because of the blood of the Lamb." (Rev. 12:5-11). Now you notice the same words, "a man-child", plural "they overcame because of the blood of the Lamb." Ephesians 6 says that the warfare is still with principalities and powers in the heavenlies, therefore Revelation 12:8-9 must be subsequent to Ephesians. That is, it must be prophecy and not history. History is that which has taken place; prophecy is that which is to come. The book of the Revelation is a book of prophecy, not history. This man-child is, by a great many, (I do not want to call into question their accuracy, or their Bible knowledge) said to relate to the Lord Jesus, as Israel being the mother, and Jesus being the man-child. Now, I say this is not history, this is prophecy, and the warfare, if we are still in Ephesians, is still in the heavens, Satan is not yet cast down. This has yet to be. The point for the moment is that the man child is bound up with that, the man-child is connected with the dethronement, the overthrowing, of another spiritual order which has arisen to destroy the testimony of Jesus. So the man-child is very closely bound up with the testimony of Jesus in its final issue, in its consummation.


    Now we will stay with that for just a minute to broaden out. God's eternal purpose concerning His Son, as we have often heard, is peculiarly related to man and to man according to God's mind, man being a very great factor in God's purpose. Man is not only something which God has created, some order of creation called "man", but in God's thought man is a very special order of creation, intended to be in a vital union with God Himself, sharing God's own life and doing God's own work, or being instrumental in God's hands for the doing of His work. Man as a whole has broken down, missed the way, and failed to be what God intended him to be. He has ceased to be in the line of God's purpose in his present natural state. But then God has called out of the nations a people in His Son to be His own people. In the old dispensation they are typified by Israel, taken out from among the nations and constituting the Lord's own people, brought into a living relationship with Himself to be the instrument for the fulfillment of His purposes. But that people as a whole has not gone on in the way of the purpose of God. They have fallen far short of His purpose.


    The Lord's people today - and I am speaking quite generally now - are missing the mark, they are not in that living union and fellowship with Him, moving on in progressive spiritual development, and being His means of accomplishing His everlasting purposes. They are not. If that were so, then why over the last century or more has there been such a tremendous uprising of a movement which is for the deepening of the spiritual life of God's people? Is not that the result of a discerned weakness and failure which is fatal? A worldwide convention movement; meetings unceasing for the improvement of the spiritual life of the Lord's people, not the normal course of things, but something extra, something special, an effort which has become demanded. And one feature of that great movement is this, it is not always because there is a direct perception of spiritual weakness and failure and declension, but a deduced failure because of certain symptoms. The symptoms being: fewness of conversions, fewness of workers, shortage of funds, a general lack of zeal and worker's wholeheartedness. These are symptoms, and because in the undertaking of great enterprises and in the perception of work needing to be done there are all these deficiencies, the deduction is that the spiritual life is wrong. Of course it is a true deduction and so we must move to rectify that spiritual condition in order to get rid of these grievous symptoms. And so today the movement goes on and grows. The tragedy is that it makes little difference. It has got to grow, to be increased, to be built up more and more. Instead of lessening the need, the thing itself as a means is being developed to tremendous dimensions.


    As a rule, when you give medicine to a complaint, you expect to have to give less and less medicine because the complaint is yielding. If you have to give more and more and ever more medicine, it is rather a bad sign. Now, you see the point. I cannot stay at the moment, it comes perhaps later on. I cannot stay at the moment to say what the trouble is, why it is so. My own conviction is that the wrong thing is being done. Symptoms are being dealt with rather than the basic trouble. However, we will leave that. We will see all about that when we come to Israel and the Philistines.


    At the moment God has called out a people for Himself and that people has failed to go right on in full growth to the accomplishment of His purposes. God, viewing the whole as unsatisfactory and as disappointing, and failing in so large a degree, does not abandon nor surrender His original intention, but again and again comes back to it, and concentrates His main and supreme attention upon the full thing. While He may not be casting off His people or abandoning them in their state, (He will not do that; they are His people) from the inside of His people He will move to have that in the midst of them which is according to His own mind, and that is the man-child. It is because His testimony is at stake, and His people on the whole (see the first book of Samuel) are not in a place of spiritual power. The testimony is not functioning among them; not because of the Lord, but because of themselves. In light of their relationship to the Lord and because of their low spiritual condition, God moves to have that which will bring His testimony on to its final rest and fulness and establishment, and that is the man-child represented by Samuel and David. There is a step before we reach them, and that step is seen in Hannah.


    At the beginning of the first chapter of the first book of Samuel we see Hannah's natural condition. Always remember that is a condition which is not accidental, but determined by God when God is going to do a special thing. Sarah was in the same condition with Isaac in view, a condition which is one of impossibility, speaking naturally. In the earlier verses of this chapter, you see what I mean. Apparently it went on year after year; that is the statement. There was something unyielding which brought Hannah to despair, to an end of everything outside of God, so that God alone was her hope. This position was not accepted as final with God in view. So you find her in bitterness and anguish of soul.


    Then we observe a strange thing, (and to me the most beautiful thing in the whole story) something so contrary to nature. Here is a woman having suffered all these years by reason of her privation, by reason of the persecution from the other wife of her husband who had plenty of children, at last having her life-long desire satisfied, and then by a vow and an act of her own to hasten the thing, yielding up that gift to the Lord. It was her own voluntary act. She is not clinging; she is not holding him as long as she can. To me that suggests not only the faithful fulfillment of a vow, but a deep concern for the Lord's interests. In principle it is recognising that the Lord needed a man-child for His testimony's sake, and that man-child was in her spirit, in her heart for the Lord, before ever the man-child was an actuality. A man-child!


    We may truly say that with Hannah there was a real exercise of soul in relation to the Lord's interests because the dearest thing in her life was dedicated to those very interests. This is not natural. No, having desired so long and suffered so much, you would expect that when the man-child was born, she would hold onto him and laugh at her rival and rejoice in her vindication, and never see the child out of her sight, lest again she should be childless. That is human nature, and who would blame her? But no, just the opposite occurred. Before he is born she vows him to God and when he is born, she weans him as soon as she can that God may have him. She takes him to the temple and leaves him there and goes to see him every year.


    But there is more than that. Read Hannah's prayer and song in Chapter 2. There is no sorrow, grief, or pity for herself, but a great burst of praise. It is an exulting in the Lord, but it contains much more than that. Verse 10 says, "They that strive with the Lord shall be broken to pieces... And He will give strength unto His king, and exalt the horn of His anointed." Where does that lead you? It takes you away from a little, sentimental, domestic affair. It gets you right into the ultimate purpose of God. It brings you into Psalm 2; it brings you over into Revelation 19. The king exalted! The enemies broken to shivers like a potter's vessel! The full vision of the Anointed in power is before us when Samuel is born. That is Hannah. So Samuel comes in.


    A child of soul travail - that is the man-child always. He is a truly spiritual child, not a child of nature; a work of God, an act of God, the result of an intervention of God; he comes from the hand of God. Samuel was a child who knows the Lord and is seen in such striking contrast to Eli and what Eli represents; Eli, with his dim sight, dull hearing and feeble movement. That is the spiritual state of the Lord's people as gathered up in the representative priest. There was no open vision in those days; no hearing of what God was saying, dullness of ear; and no steady strong movement in the direction of God's revealed will, but rather, feebleness. So it was with all the Lord's people, but Samuel stands out in such striking contrast; he was quick to hear, although for the moment he did not grasp the significance or know who he heard. The point is the first time God spoke, Samuel heard, and he heard again, and he heard again. He had an ear to hear. He heard the Lord, he was quick to respond, quick of action, movement, in relation to the speaking of God. That is the man-child, always like that.


    These are essential features of the man-child, that which is going to be bound up with God's full purpose concerning His Son. That which is going to be instrumental in relation to the testimony of Jesus in its consummation, must be quick to hear what the Spirit says, quick to move in relation to what the Spirit says, must from childhood know the Lord, and must stand in living contrast to the state of spiritual declension which is all around.


    So Samuel becomes a link between that declension and the ultimate fullness. This first book of Samuel is the book of transition, the passing from one state to another, and Samuel is the link in the transition between the two: the spiritually bad one, and the one that God is going to have ultimately in David and Samuel. Samuel is the link. What is that link? What is the chief element in that link? What is it that bridges the gap, that effects the transition? One word - you know it so well in connection with Samuel - it is prayer. That is the functioning principle of the man-child.


    Look again at Psalm 99:6: "Samuel, among them that call upon His name". Or a still more striking passage in Jeremiah 15:1: "Then said the Lord unto me, Though Moses and Samuel stood before Me, yet My mind would not be towards this people." "Though Moses and Samuel" - and Moses had, more than once, effected a change in the attitude and procedure of God. Having stood in the breach, speaking humanly, he had caused God to repent of His decisions and determined course, and Samuel is classed with Moses as one of the two great representative intercessors. It means this, that if any man could make God change His mind, it would be Moses or Samuel. If any man's prayers could prevail with God, it would be Moses or Samuel. That is the point. So Samuel is brought up into this place of tremendous power with God by prayer. How true it is as you read through this first book which goes by his name. How the people on one occasion cried to him, and said, "Cease not to pray to the Lord for us!" That is the deepest factor and element in the man-child ministry: the power of intercession, of prayer. It is out of that that all the rest comes.


    In a sense, the testimony of Jesus rests upon the prevailing prayer of those who stand in this spiritual position represented by Samuel. Is that not a challenge? There is no mere historic narrative about that. That comes home to us. For those of us who are really burdened concerning the testimony of Jesus, who have seen something - little it may be, but something - of the significance of the man-child, the necessity of the man-child to God, our hearts ache that there is so little real prayer after this kind, that prayer can be so ordinary, that there is so little of this soul-travail of Hannah to produce and to bring in the man-child, that there is so little of this ministry of intercession, as in Samuel, concerning the testimony. Will you take this to heart?


  


  
    Chapter 2 - The Circumcised and Uncircumcised Line of Things

  


  
    We go on from our last meditation and we come to David. Little can be said at this point about David. There must be much left over until other things have been considered, but we will just say a word or two about him on the way.


    First of all, as we remarked earlier, David was raised up of God, prepared of God, anointed of God, for the specific object of bringing the testimony at last to its resting-place as established in the Kingdom and in the House of God. David came in through Samuel as the fruit of Samuel's prayer, or the fruit of Samuel's life with God, and we must not regard these as two things; they are only two aspects of one thing. Samuel is not one instrument and David another; they are one instrument, on one side of which there is this tremendous prayer fellowship with God, and on the other side the working out of God's purpose, the fighting through of God's interests, so that, in principle, both Samuel and David are the man-child in representation. It was a day when God's full thought was not to be found in expression. David came in in relation to the true and full thought of God, in a day of the false and imperfect expression of God's mind.


    There is one thing that is basic to the value and significance of David's instrumentality, and that is a history with God in secret. What comes out in a later time shows that, away with the sheep, away from the public eye, away in the secret place with God alone, David was learning by going through experiences which brought him into a very valuable knowledge of the Lord. This was behind the scenes, and any instrument that is going to relate in any particular way to the interests of God will require to have a life which is away from the public eye in the secret place with God, where deep lasting lessons are being learned. Too much of our Christian life is public to be vital. The most vital elements in our Christian life are those which come out of the hidden, secret history with God in testing and trial.


    David was hidden, David was circumcised in heart, and those are very important factors in such a ministry as he was raised up to fulfill. He is the only man in the Bible who is said to have been a man after God's own heart. Perhaps we should be wrong in saying that he was the only man who was after God's own heart, but I want to underline that because of that very important matter to which we have referred in our previous meditation; he was a man after God's own heart. You notice that that is said twice in the Scripture about him. You have it in 1 Samuel 13:14 and in Acts 13:22.


    God's reactions are ever by way of bringing in a man, and in saying that, I do not mean bringing in an individual, the bringing in of a member of the masculine order. That is not the point, but man according to God's heart. God has a mind about man, He has His own idea and conception and thought concerning man. There is, in the mind of God, a special kind of man who expresses Divine thoughts. God has ever reacted in bringing in such a man, a man according to God's mind. That man is God's instrument of reaction to a wrong state of things.


    Saul was a man. God did not bring in Saul. He was not God's mind. David was a man after God's heart, and if you take the principle, you can trace it right the way through. That is true of the Lord Jesus Himself, the Man Christ Jesus, of whom it may be said more than of any other creature who has ever been, "after God's own heart"; "in whom is My delight"; "in whom I am well-pleased". That is true of God's 'type' instruments in the old dispensation, whether it be an individual or whether it be a people, for Israel at the beginning of its history was brought in as God's Son. God spoke of Israel as "My son" - "let My son go." It was the collective in the singular, a nation son, a collective man, God's instrument among the nations by which He was going to react to the conditions in the world. And when you come to the antitype of that, you find it in Ephesians 2:15, in the familiar words, "that He might create in Himself of the two one new man". That is the church, God's reaction again, or reactionary instrument.


    Passing on to Ephesians 4:24, we have these words, "Put on the new man". That phrase and the word there are very interesting, because there we have the peculiar word for something which never was before. Sometimes you have the word "new" connected with man as in Colossians, which just signifies something fresh, refreshed, something that has been, but has been renewed. But here you have the ultimate word which means something that never was before, the new man. In the church you have something that never was before, something brought in by God as altogether different from anything else, and therein is the secret of its power. It is that which is brought in when things are spiritually other than they ought to be and that takes the governing place.


    Saul was man's idea, not God's; man's choice, not God's. Saul answered to every natural desire and inclination of man's mind. Stature - head and shoulders above everyone else in Israel. That is an ideal, that is a natural ideal; something big, something imposing, something presentable in itself, something to glory in, something to take account of, something to be seen, something that has status. Evidently, Saul came of a family where things were affluent; his father had servants and asses; he had status. That is a natural ideal, that is a fleshly ideal. And so Saul answered to the natural man in every way.


    Then Saul was ostensibly concerned for the testimony. Outwardly it would appear that he was devoted to the interests of the Lord. Perhaps in his way, being what he was, he was devoted to the Lord's testimony, wanting to fight the Lord's battles, to serve the Lord's interests, and so we say ostensibly, and perhaps, as far as he knew his own heart, being what it was - sincerely. He was concerned about the testimony.


    Then God in sovereignty recognised him - in sovereignty. Remember there is always a great difference between what God sovereignly does and what God would do if He had His own way; always a lot of difference. God can do a lot of things in sovereignty, because He is God. That is, He can overrule things sovereignly. He can use the devil himself sovereignly. He can take up anything and sovereignly make it serve His ends. God in sovereignty can do many things. But what God does sovereignly because He is sovereign Lord over all, is altogether different from what God would choose to do if He had His full way. So sovereignly, Saul was recognised by God, and given every facility, given the anointing, blessed and used, all in the sovereignty of God.


    But God is working very deeply. If it were not a wrong word to use of God, I would say, very subtly. There is another side to this altogether. Both by reason of that Divine, sovereign recognition, and blessing, and facilitating, and using, and apart from it, Saul was being tested, and mark you, there are few things more testing to us than the blessing of God. There are few things more calculated to find us out than Divine blessing. More men have broken down and eventually been set aside and rejected by the blessing of God, than by anything else. Get that! Oh, how dangerous is blessing when it is public blessing! It finds us out, and Saul was being tested. God was letting him have much, but with this object and this usefulness, and there you get to the heart of things in the first book of Samuel. It is what we have often called the altogether "otherness" of that which is instrumental in God's hands in the fulfilling of His purpose and reaching His end and bringing His testimony to consummation. There is a sense in which both Samuel and David were something other, altogether other, than the rest; apart from, a sense in which they were unique. It is quite patent with Samuel by an act of God.


    When you look into the matter of the choice of David, you have something that was not counted amongst men, he was left out, not regarded as counting; from the outside brought in, not reckoned amongst those who amongst men, did count; something apart.


    Well now, before we can do very much more with David, we have to go over to Saul and the Philistines. I have a feeling that this will get us nearer to the Lord's object in this present time than perhaps anything else.


    Saul and the Philistines


    I confess to have had considerable difficulty with Saul. Samuel had some difficulty and David also, and I think the Lord did as well, but I do not mean that. Saul represents a problem, does he not? You see, he came in on the ground of the definite rejection of God being their King. He was never God's directive will. The people chose him in rebellion against God, and they were told, very frankly, that it was sin; they were doing wrong, and they were warned. All that and much more on that side, and yet God takes account of him, directs Samuel to him in a remarkable way and tells Samuel to anoint him. Samuel anoints him and kisses him; the Spirit of the Lord comes upon Saul; he prophesies; the blessing of the Lord rests upon him at times for victory in battle. What a problem! What a contradiction! Two things which it is exceedingly difficult to reconcile. However, there is an explanation. Let us quietly work our way to that explanation and analyse Saul.


    First of all, Saul represents that which comes into power when there is a weak spiritual condition among the Lord's people. We do not need a very profound or comprehensive grasp of history to recognise that such a thing has often happened. When the spiritual level has been low, life has been weak and shallow, when there has been declension and departure, things have been brought in which have taken the place of control and government, but were never intended by God. We can put our finger upon many such things. We shall touch always in mind to prove him, and eventually to drag out the truth, to bring it to the light for the people to see their mistake, and in order to show what He, the Lord, must have as other than this. That is why we cannot go on with David yet. We have got to get Saul dealt with and out of the way before we can see God's full thought, His own full will as over against His sovereign will. Tested - tested on the two points that are always the crucial points in God's dealings with anyone: faith and obedience. And the way in which God gets at the faith test is along the line of the patience test always, and it was just there Saul could not be patient, he could not trust enough to wait, to be patient. It was on that point that his collapse, his crash came because his faith would not allow him to wait, he acted in disobedience, self-will. He was tested there.


    Now you see what stands in contrast to the man-child, the Divinely conceived instrument. To understand David you must go over to Saul; to understand Saul you must pass over to the Philistines.


    The Philistines


    What are they, or what do they represent? They represent power, glory and the vaunting of the uncircumcised flesh in association with what is of God. They are in the land, and they have given their name to the land, for Palestine is only Philistia, the land of the Philistines. They have given their name to that which belongs to God, the inheritance of God's people. They are associating their name with what is God's, and you find them all the time impinging upon that which is of God: the testimony, the ark - the uncircumcised flesh associated with what is of God, seeking power and glory and vaunting itself in the presence of and over the things of the Lord, to bring the things of the Lord to serve its own glory. That is the uncircumcised flesh.


    The Philistines were always seeking to probe and to possess the secret of spiritual power without the secret of spiritual power - death to self. Remember Samson. What is the secret of his power? What is the secret of his strength? They said, "Let us get hold of it. What is the secret of Israel's ascendancy? It is the ark; let us get hold of it." You see, it is to be possessed of the secret of power without coming by God's way of power: death to self, death to the flesh, the circumcision of Christ, the putting away of the whole body of the flesh. That death, that circumcision, is the secret of spiritual power in the testimony. The Philistines sought to have the power, the secret, without the circumcision. They are always called the uncircumcised Philistines.


    Oh, but there is something more than that! The ultimate object of the Philistines was to bring glory to their own god, and so to exult over the Lord. You know how that was so on at least two outstanding occasions. In the case of Samson, we read in Judges 16:23, "And the lords of the Philistines gathered them together to offer a great sacrifice unto Dagon their god, and to rejoice; for they said, Our god hath delivered Samson our enemy into our hand." Then in the instance in the book which is before us, 1 Samuel 5:2, "The Philistines took the ark of God, and brought it into the house of Dagon, and set it by Dagon." The issue of all Philistine principles and elements is glory to the god of this world; it is taking glory from God and bringing it to self.


    Exactly the opposite is the issue and effect of the man-child. Its purpose is to shame the other god and bring him down in utter abasement to the exaltation of God's Man, God's Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.


    You see the end in view, which is the principle of antichrist, sitting in the temple of God, being worshipped as God, exalting and opposing himself against all that is called God. And so we are not surprised to find that this Philistine idea is headed up into one representative, a monstrosity named Goliath. This one, inclusive representation of all the Philistine ideas and principles, comes out and challenges the Lord in His people, to take the power, the glory, the majesty and the honour from Jehovah. Now I have said enough for the moment about the Philistines. Now let us return to Saul, to understand Saul a little better.


    The deepest secret in Saul's life, and in his failure and rejection, is a link-in principle with the Philistines. I know Saul outwardly fought against the Philistines. I know that outwardly Saul and the Philistines were enemies. But that is just the cleverness of Satan - that he so often has gained the advantage and won in the fight because he has subtly introduced his own principle somewhere into and among the Lord's own people, yet they do not recognise it, they are not alive to it. Well, we have plenty of data for that in the Word of God and in this very connection.


    Let us think back to Samson. What was Samson's undoing? Well, we say the Philistines. Yes, but the Philistines had absolutely no power over Samson until a Philistine element got inside Samson - Delilah. A political emissary of the Philistines offered a great reward to discover Samson's secret and betray it, and Samson, because of an infatuation, opened himself to the Philistines, and when he was inwardly opened to the Philistines, he was helpless outwardly against them. Oh, what Paul calls the wiles of the devil! Unconscious of it no doubt, the same thing holds true in the case of Saul.


    You find in Saul Philistine elements, elements of uncircumcised flesh. Again and again they show themselves. When he and David came back from a victorious battle with the Philistines, the women came out and began to sing: "Saul has slain his thousands, and David his ten thousands." And Saul said, "Do you hear what they sing? They credit me with thousands, but they credit David with ten thousands" and from that day Saul had his eye on David to kill him. What is the crucified attitude in such a situation? What is an uncircumcised heart attitude in such a situation? Well, praise the Lord for victory - it does not matter by whom. It is not a matter of who gets the glory among us; the glory is for the Lord. Oh, but Saul was jealous for himself, his own glory, his own reputation; there is a Philistine element, uncircumcised flesh, and so we could go on analysing this. It is an unpleasant business, but it is very important. It is right up-to-date. Saul's final undoing was because the Philistines had their advantage by reason of their own elements being in Saul's own heart.


    On one occasion Mr. Spurgeon represented a young man taking up Ephesians 6 and putting on the whole armour of God: the helmet of salvation, the breastplate of righteousness, shoes, shield and sword, and then coming out with all his enthusiasm and saying, "Now, where is the devil? Let me find the devil; I will account for the devil!" And Mr. Spurgeon said, "Look out, young man, he is inside the armour!" Somewhere in Saul there was an uncircumcised heart, and therefore he could not be a man of faith, for the flesh knows nothing of faith. He could not be a man of patience, for the flesh knows nothing of patience. He was not a man of utterness for God; personal elements and interests loomed too large - envy, pride, reputation. Oh, right up to the end, that last terrible appeal to Samuel, and Samuel had pronounced his final rejection: "Yet honour me now, I pray thee, before the elders of my people"! (1 Sam. 15:30).


    Now you are saying, "What does all this mean? What has this to do with us?" Oh, if we could but see it, we would see it has a lot to do with us! It has a great deal to do with the recovering and preserving and the carrying forward of the testimony of Jesus in fulness. This cannot take place where there are Philistine elements. All such elements have to be stripped off of the Lord's people if they are going to come to the place of the Lord's thought for them. And this will certainly be true, carried out to a finesse in the case of the man-child, the overcomer, that representative company approximating wholly to God's thought in relation to His purpose concerning His Son. It is very clear in the case of the Lord Jesus that this was utterly true. You can find no Philistine elements in Him. "The prince of this world cometh, and he hath nothing in Me" (John 14:30). "Nothing, no foothold; no element of his own upon which he can encamp; nothing in Me that corresponds to his mind to give him an advantage".


    Beloved, to be an instrument in fellowship with God's Son for the consummating of His testimony, there has to be a very deep correspondence with Him in that way - no Philistine element, an utterly circumcised heart.


    But, we ask, what is it that corresponds to Saul today? I am only going to speak briefly of two things. I am very reluctant to do so. It is going to make trouble I know, but it is perfectly clear, and we had better face it, and the sooner all the people of God face it, the better.


    During our previous meditation, speaking about the great movement of the past hundred years in relation to the deepening of the spiritual life, we said that rather than growing less because the spiritual life was being improved by it, the movement was growing and increasing, which seems to indicate that the remedy is not curing the trouble. More and more meetings are being held and movements organised for the deepening of the spiritual life, and my remark was that it seems to me very clear that it is not just a better state, a higher level of spiritual life that is needed; it is coming into line with God's ultimate purpose and His full purpose. Therefore the key to the situation is a knowledge of what God is really after in fulness and how He will reach His end.


    So what is it that corresponds to Saul today? Firstly, the governing system of man-made and man-constituted organised Christianity. That corresponds to Saul. It came in when the spiritual level dropped, when spiritual declension set in after the first high tide of apostolic ministry, Holy Spirit days. There came a point in time at which things dropped out of that heavenly, spiritual, utterly-of-God realm of things, and came down onto the lower earth-level. The door was opened wide for all kinds of things to come in or to be brought in as alternative to what had been, as made necessary because the other was no longer there. So Christianity became an organised thing with men occupying positions of importance.


    The system of Christianity today is not the heavenly, Holy Spirit system of the New Testament. It is man-constituted, man-run, man-governed; it is all man. I am speaking of the whole, that is, in general terms. It is an imitation of the world. When the people got down to that low spiritual level, they said, "Make us a king like unto the nations!" And this is the world's way and means of doing business, "If you have brains, status, business acumen and money, and an interest in the Kingdom of God, you are the people we want to run this thing". This is exactly the level on which the world does its business. Natural resources, natural ability and that kind of thing, is in the place of government today. Oh, the tragedy of it, that it works out in exactly the same way as things worked out between Saul and David. That which God is after, that which represents God's thought, is persecuted, driven out and given no place, regarded with jealousy and suspicion as a thing to be got rid of and destroyed. That is Saul and David, and it is like this today.


    Yes, like Saul, outwardly interested in the things of God, sincerely so in its own realm, and yet lacking a circumcised heart which cuts off the whole body of flesh and sets the world entirely aside in all its elements. It is something not wholly of the Spirit of God, and therefore it will give no place to God's full thought. It is an obstruction to what God is after. These are strong words. Before God can ever get His full thought among His people, He has got to set aside a great deal that holds the governing place, the place of official control among His people - the Saul line of things.


    Test it. What did we say about Saul? Well, bigness. How does the situation today in organised Christianity stand up to that test? Is not bigness the dominating idea? Something that you can see, something that you can present, something that you can glory in and boast about, something that is handsome and fine from the world's standpoint, something great. Organised Christianity has no place for anything that is small and mean and without honour among men. Oh, what a revelation of David, when you come to consider David, but we must not go through with that now. You see, the ruling idea is bigness, 'imposingness'. That is a Philistine idea. After all, that is a Goliath principle, and as such is set over against the testimony of the Lord. Well, that is a terrible thing to say, but not only is a higher spiritual level needed or what we may call the deepening of the spiritual life, but a change of principle. That is what is needed. Well, that corresponds to Saul.


    There is another thing which corresponds to Saul today. It is those who take up the testimony with natural acumen and energy of the soul, which is very easy to do. You may have a brain that is very quick to grasp, to see through. Almost before the thing is said, you have got it, you could finish the sentence yourself. Or, as it is presented, you find tremendous response to it, perhaps because of the presentation of it, the ideas that it raises in the mind, the visions it conjures up, and you respond to the testimony. In that enthusiasm, acumen, and energy of the soul, you take up the testimony of the Lord, the testimony in truth and the testimony in service, and you go away with it. You have got it! You talk about it, you work upon it and with it, you reproduce, you retail it, perhaps from a notebook. You mean it.


    Perhaps you are honest - according to what you are in the realm in which you live: sincere. It is not that you are playing false, but this thing is for the Lord and not by the Lord, and the result is that you get something, and you get some people who have come into the testimony in mind, in emotion, in action, but never through death, burial and resurrection and the deep circumcision of the heart. And there are a lot like that. What is going to happen? Oh, they are going to be tested, right in the realm of those very things. God is going to test and find out and manifest. The tragedy of that situation is the tragedy of Saul. It will not stand up to the test, it cannot go through to the end; it will be found out.


    Oh, the testing of faith, and if the thing is not part of us through and through, we will not stand, we shall find we shall come to the place where we say it is something we have taken on, it is not ourselves in very deed! Faith will be tested. The result? The work, the edifice that we have built will crash, we shall die in battle, with shame. Remember that if Satan cannot get us to fight deliberately and definitely on his side against the testimony, he will seek to get us to betray the testimony by having something of himself inside of us. You understand that that is what Saul did.


    Well, how necessary it is then for us to recognise that this is all in contrast to that which God is seeking to have. This stands in such strong contrast with David. We are not going on further with David now, but you can see that the instrument, the man-child instrument and vessel, has to be circumcised in heart, that is, all the body of the flesh has to be dealt with and put aside in the death of Christ. It must be. We must not use truth, revelation, or the knowledge that has been brought to us in ministry for our own gratification, to give us influence with, and power over others, or to make our ministry something. There must be nothing like that. We must not be out to build up some thing that can be taken account of by man. We must be absolutely willing to go on with God in secret, in hiddenness, in rejection, for His testimony's sake. That is the man-child.


    Now, my closing word is this. David was not allowed to put his hand on Saul. On one occasion, David cut off the skirt of Saul's garment when he was asleep. He had Saul at his mercy, but spared his life, and just took that bit of his garment to show what he could have done. It says, "And David's heart smote him" because he lifted up his hand against Saul. And David said, "The Lord forbid that I should do this thing unto... the Lord's anointed, to stretch forth my hand against him". David was not allowed to turn his hand against Saul, and as with David, so with us. If we are going to be related to God for His full purpose concerning the testimony of Jesus, we are not allowed to put our hand upon these people or these things which are the Lord's people and which the Lord has used and blessed.


    Let me put that in this way. I may believe in the depths of my heart that organised Christianity and the present system of things is a Philistine idea, and is not in the mind of God, but I am not allowed of the Lord to make it my business to go out to smash that up. God has used it; God has blessed it - sovereignly, and He is doing it. That is not my business. I am not allowed to turn upon children of God who have only a mental apprehension of things of greater fulness. It is not my business to turn my hand upon them and begin to slay or destroy them. No, they are God's children.


    But as with David, so with us. We may turn the full strength of our Divinely given power and testimony against the Philistine principle. You see the difference. Oh, when it comes to the Philistines themselves and Goliath - no compromise! The thing itself, the principle, the spiritual thing in its nakedness, must go to the sword. Those caught in it who are, nevertheless, the Lord's people, are not the object of our slaying; not at all. We must not touch them. I do not regard it as my commission to denounce the Lord's people in that realm of things, neither do I regard it as my business to begin to try and break up and bring to an end the system of things as such. It is my business to expose the spiritual principles which lead to the undoing and the destruction of the testimony of Jesus. That is, ours is a spiritual ministry or, with a final word which I think is consummate, our wrestling is not with flesh and blood, be it systems or people, but it is with principalities and powers, the world-rulers of this darkness, spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenlies. The weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God. I wonder if you can see that? Now you see how necessary it is to say that. Our business is a constructive spiritual one which itself will expose what is false, and I trust lead to the deliverance of many of the Lord's people therefrom.


    The testimony of Jesus is that which governs everything. It is a man-child, a vessel brought into a peculiar spiritual condition, position and relationship with God for His testimony's sake. Antichrist is a principle at work; later it will manifest itself in some abnormal form of expression, a monstrosity, but it has worked through the ages as a principle, subtly insinuating itself, undermining, seeking to set aside the glory of God in Jesus Christ.


    The Lord give us understanding and bring His Word home to our own hearts with practical application and challenge!


  


  
    Chapter 3 - A New Instrument for the Testimony's Sake

  


  
    Reading: 1 Samuel 16:1, 6-13; 17:4,11,17,31; 1 Cor. 1:26-30.


    We have come now to a more serious consideration of David and the significance of David as an instrument and God's reaction to the course taken by His people in their spiritual weakness. Saul has failed, and his setting aside definitely has been pronounced. David is brought in by God in relation to His full thought, His whole thought, regarding the testimony of Jesus. But there are one or two things which should be noticed.


    Firstly, that which has been rejected by God and quite definitely so, may go on for some considerable time holding the ground, but it is doomed. On the other hand, that which is God's full thought may be driven out, excluded and persecuted by the false thing for a long time, but it is destined to govern. Nothing can ultimately defeat that. But the history of that duration of government on the part of that which is not according to God's mind and the history of that rejection of what God has appointed, is full of revelation and wonderful meaning. Something of that meaning will occupy us at this time, for in the meantime it becomes very necessary for us to know what it is that is in God's eye, and what are its characteristics; that which David really represents.


    To begin with, there will be nothing about this thing which God Himself has chosen, has appointed, has secured, that will be a response to man's expectation. Ask the Lord to enable you to grasp these things that we are saying, for we are dealing with principles that do not change from age to age; they are the same in all ages. While this book of Samuel is a book of history, within the history there are principles which are not merely history. They are principles which govern the testimony of Jesus right to the end.


    Let me repeat. In the instrumentality which God Himself chooses and constitutes in relation to His testimony, the testimony of Jesus in fulness, there will be nothing which is an immediate response to man's expectation. All the tenets of men as to fitness, or qualification, or justification, will be upset and perhaps be scandalised. In this matter before us, the contrast with human choice will be most marked and manifest. That is, David as over against all his brethren, the other sons of Jesse, but even more as over against Saul, man's choice. You can follow the working out of that principle all the way through the Word of God.


    A little later in the life of David himself, you will find that another effort is made, still on the principle of antichrist, to drive out that which God had brought in - David. This time it will be by Absalom, and the secret of Absalom's strength and influence is that he is so commendable as a man to the natural taste, desire, and preference of the people. He is so beautiful; he looks so fine. He immediately secures that response which is based upon what a man is according to human standards, and there you have the principle of antichrist at work.


    As with David, so it will always be, that the values of God's instrumentalities chosen for His deepest purposes, so far as the instrument is concerned, are heart values; that is, spiritual values. Even a godly man like Samuel will need a special dispensation of grace to deliver him from human judgment in this matter, "Surely the Lord's anointed is before Him." That was taking the man at his face value. The Lord had to check that impulse. It is, again, a very dangerous thing. "Look not on his countenance... the Lord sees not as man sees; for man looks on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart." The values of God's instruments are always heart values. They are spiritual values, and what is the Lord looking for in the heart?


    When the Lord sees a man after His own heart, a man that satisfies His own heart, what does the Lord look for in the heart? Well, in the case of David the thing is quite patent, for a basic and governing factor in David's life was his absolute dependence upon the Lord. That is only one way of saying that he gave the Lord the unconditional and unlimited place, so that everything could be of the Lord, "That no flesh should glory before God. But of Him are ye...". That is the principle, perfect dependence upon the Lord, and that is the thing which so clearly marks David. It is to have that dependence perfected in a people, that the Lord works and takes such pains, because it means so much to Him. Where He has that inwrought, there He has an instrument which is going to serve His ends in the fullest way, and be of the most vital value to the testimony of Jesus. That kind of dependence upon God is produced through the line of testing and secret experiences, as we see in the case of David.


    One or two things may be noted here. David was chosen and anointed, but immediately upon the choosing and anointing, he went back to the ordinary sphere of life to prove the power of the anointing. I believe that the incidents of the lion and the bear about which David told Saul, occurred after the anointing, the choosing. David went back to his sheep. He was now, in the virtue of the anointing, the king; as truly before God as ever he would be. In the mind and will of God that was his position, secured beyond any question or reservation, but he immediately goes back to the sheep, and in that ordinary sphere of life, he proved God, proved the anointing, while being tested. A king, the greatest of the kings of Israel, qualified, tested, proved, by looking after a few sheep, and meeting lions and bears and wild beasts. You expect something more dignified for a king's qualification. No, this is the ordinary sphere, the everyday order, things common to anybody in that sphere of life. No special kind of testing and qualifying, but proving God right there where he had been all along.


    I want the young people to get hold of that. There is all the peril of the other Philistine line of things - it is always the Philistines - the idea that to be the Lord's servant means that you must leave at once the ordinary sphere of life and come out in public and take up things in a public way. You prove your anointing just back there where no one else knows anything about it, no one sees. It is between you and the Lord. You are proving God in secret, in the ordinary difficulties of your ordinary life and vocation.


    Note the weapons used by David against Goliath were those proved in ordinary life. There was no mere official or professional equipment for David. Saul put his suit of armour on him. What did he say? "I have not proved them." That is saying in another way, "I want that which I have proved, that is the only thing for me!" Oh, to be clad in a suit of Saul's armour makes you a professional soldier at once; it puts you into an official position. Oh, that is a Philistine snare! Goliath comes out in that way, but he cannot meet Goliath on that ground. No, that which has been proved by trust in the Lord, in the ordinary and the secret sphere of daily life, that which we know wrought in our secret experience with God, is that which will be effectual against the greatest giant, the whole Philistine system of trust in the flesh.


    There is no virtue in office. A position into which we may be placed carries no power with it that is spiritual power. If we do not have spiritual virtue and power before we get the position, God have mercy upon us, especially in this matter of dealing with that which is opposing the testimony of Jesus. You want something more than office, more than position; you need to have a background knowledge of the Lord proved, you need to have learned how to meet the enemy in secret before ever you can meet him in public.


    That which David is to encounter is wholly carnal on the face of it, but it is also energised by spiritual evil. Back of Goliath is Dagon, back of the Philistines is Dagon, and this thing which on the face of it is all carnal, has spiritual energies behind it. Flesh and blood - yes, but energised by spiritual forces. David cannot just meet the thing on the face of it. He must be sufficient for what is energising behind. That is, he must have the secret of a superior power over the spiritual energy that is maintaining this carnal system which is opposing the Lord's testimony all the time. It is spiritual power, and we never come to spiritual power by public displays. We come to spiritual power by the secret proving of God. The destruction of the carnal must be by a superior spiritual position, and that means that there must be no carnal element about God's instruments - no carnal element.


    We have turned to the letter to the Corinthians, and it seems to me that that letter is parallel to what we have in this first book of Samuel. Organised Christianity today is an expansion of the first letter to the Corinthians: sectarianism, worldly-mindedness among the Lord's people; that is First Corinthians. The natural man handling the things of God; that is First Corinthians. Disorder, or no order at all among the Lord's people, and much more that is in that letter, is, speaking generally, the state of things in Christendom today. And that Philistine element, as we have seen in our previous meditation, has got in by way of a Saul, a ruling thing among the Lord's people, to hold the office, have the official position. Although it is outwardly and ostensibly against the world, against the Philistines, right there at its very heart the Philistines have a footing because of the carnality which is represented by that which governs, by Saul, and that is why the people in the days of Saul could not overthrow the Philistines.


    In order that the Lord may change the situation and get through to the better position, the fuller expression of His thought, He must have an instrument that is altogether other than both the Philistines and Saul, and that is an instrument which is wholly separated from the flesh, the life of nature, and knows only its resources in God, and we find that in David. David was despised of men, but chosen of God. "Ye see your calling, brethren... not many wise (according to the world), not many mighty, not many noble." "God has chosen the foolish... the weak... the despised... things which are not". That is the story of David and Goliath - again, very clearly something despised.


    If this message is the Lord's message to us, as it would be to all His people, I am quite sure that He is seeking for Himself a vessel in this time of declension when that which is not true to His thought holds the ground, when the system in Christendom is so contrary to what God intended, when there has come in something which God did not bring in. If this message is to you, you will often be oppressed, as you look at yourself and those round about you, because of the apparent futility and impossibility of such an instrument accomplishing such a work. You will often be inclined to say, "Oh, that the Lord would bring people of greater stature into the testimony!" Yes, that is the temptation, and it will often be almost a matter of offence, a stumbling stone, that it is so much otherwise. "Not many..." almost I would go further and say, "Not any wise, not any mighty, not any noble" - at any rate, not many; but plenty of foolish, weak, despised people, things that are not.


    Now you may ask: what is the hope? What is the prospect? Is it not vain to contemplate such a tremendous thing as the changing of the situation, the bringing through of that transition to God's fuller thought? Remember what we have said, that this whole movement sprang out of Samuel, whose significance is that of prayer. You may not, in a great public way, go out to assail this Goliath. You may never figure very largely in the public ministry, but remember David was the fruit of Samuel's intercession, and Samuel is as much responsible and accountable for all that followed in the life of David as David was himself.


    Even David, as we have seen, secretly resorted to Samuel in the day when his heart was overwhelmed, and Samuel became his support, and it is just there that the prevailing may be done. There may be the public side, that ministry which is more outward, but how it depends upon that tremendous prayer backing of the Samuel instrument! I want to say to you that that is the ministry which counts behind everything, and that can be carried out by anyone. You do not need special qualifications for prayer; any child of God, however simple and weak, can know the Holy Spirit for a ministry of intercession. If only you would be content with that! If only you would recognise that when all other ministries or forms of ministry have been taken into account, that is the one that goes to the root of everything - a prayer ministry! Then you would have the secret of the man-child, the secret of that which prevails for the testimony of Jesus. Do remember it is there.


    David, we were saying, was despised of men, but chosen of God. David's way had to be a very lonely way. It is always a lonely path to have to stand against and apart from the man-made order of things which holds the field and is in the governing place. When you are standing for something more of God and you see that that whole order of things is shot through and through with Philistine principles, it is a lonely way to stand apart from that. You have got to accept that. Paul is a great and outstanding illustration of that. Withal, Paul was a very lonely man, and his loneliness was due to the fact that he had gone further than the majority in God's heavenly thought, so that, kindly disposed as they may have been, they were not able to follow him all the way.


    Even the beloved Peter, while calling Paul "beloved brother Paul", will find that he cannot understand all that Paul is after. "In which there are some things hard to be understood". And so Paul was alone. It will be like that if you are going right on with God. And this is the instrument God seeks to possess. There is the other, God-blessed, God-used as we have seen, but it is never going to realise for God all that His heart is set upon. A situation arises like this, that, while the Saul order-of-things is the big one, the extensive one, the governing one so far as things here are concerned, God has something else running alongside of that, which is despised by the Saul order-of-things. Sometimes it is even fought against, persecuted, but God in the fulness of His thought is with this something else, not with the big thing. He is blessing and using in a sovereign way, but you will not find God with Saul; you will find God with David. You will not find God in the palace, you will find God in the cave of Adullam. You will not find God with the ruling power religiously, you will find God with that which is despised, set at naught.


    Very strongly in my own heart I am convinced that the Lord would have a people take account of this word, for it is just the situation today, as it was then. With all that is being done extensively and intensively, the situation is not getting better. More and more efforts have to be put forth, greater and greater have to be the movements, the machinery, and the resources poured in, but really at heart the thing is not being changed. There may seem to be at times some result, but it passes with the effort, and really proves to have been only something which was associated with the special effort.


    The tragedy, to my mind, is this: that all that is not clearing up evils, but producing another evil. That other evil is that multitudes of the Lord's people have to live on special efforts, and if there are not special meetings and conventions, they cannot get on without them. They have one and they think that that means something, and then it passes and their thoughts are upon the next one, or where is another one. It is another evil. It is not getting to the heart of things.


    No, it is not what God is after, just to improve a spiritual condition. God is after the change of principle, the change of objective; not just improvement, but something altogether other. So the Saul line of things is beyond remedy. God must bring in something else, which is wholly according to His mind.


    I do feel that this does represent the two things going on in the earth; yes, which have always gone on in the earth. On the one hand, that which, because of the spiritual decline, has come in to govern, produced by man, man-constituted, man-run, man-energised. On the other hand, God always moving again and yet again, alongside of that with something which is other. These two things have always been apart. The one is destined to fail of God's full purpose, the other is chosen of God to reach it, and the challenge to our own hearts will be as to whether we are in God's full thought or something else. It is not a question as to whether we are where the Lord is blessing and using; it is rather whether we are where God has concentrated His attention, where He has His eye, where He is because it relates to the fulness of His purpose. That is the question for us.


    Oh, may the Lord work in us by His grace to constitute us according to the man-child which is to come, though persecuted, despised, set aside, and not even accepted by the mass of the Lord's people, and especially by the official classes of the Lord's people, which is nevertheless destined to come to the throne, and to be the means of the casting down of that other kingdom of antichrist. The Lord work in us accordingly!


  


  
    Chapter 4 - The Faith and Patience of Jesus in the Saints

  


  
    As we have seen in our previous meditations, the first book of Samuel represents a transition. Historically, it is the transition from the Judges to the Kings, but it is a transition in a far more important sense than that; it is a transition from one realm of things to another spiritually. It is a transition from the carnal to the spiritual, from the earthly to the heavenly in the life of God's people; from a low spiritual state to an exalted spiritual state, using the word "exalted" in its right, proper, best sense. It is God intervening for the sake of His testimony, and He intervenes by bringing in a new instrument for that testimony's sake, and that instrument is David.


    The period in the life of David, from his anointing to his taking the throne or being made king at Hebron and then at Jerusalem, is very rich and full of spiritual truths which are as living today for the testimony of the Lord Jesus, as they were then. It is concerning these things, which are unchangeable principles and laws always governing and ever being pressed home by the Lord from age to age, that the Lord would speak to us at a time like this when conditions are so similar spiritually to what they were in the time of this first book of Samuel.


    We have just said that this is God intervening, and the utterness of that intervention has to be noted by the fact that, whereas Saul came in by a movement of men, when the people said, 'Make us a king like unto the nations', David was not the result of movement from earth or from men. He was not even asked for; he was the immediate and direct production of God.


    Even Samuel had not anticipated David. He was, in a measure, surprised that David existed. It was a revelation to him that God knew about David. "Are here all thy sons?" he said at a moment of perplexity, when all the other sons of Jesse had passed before him, and he had no witness from God. He was not allowed to move away from the situation, but was held to that which God, and God alone knew, so far as the relationship with the testimony was concerned. We may say that David was a discovery on the part of Samuel. The point is that David represents God's own act, not man's. He is not an idea of man at all; he is altogether out of the mind of man; man has no idea of him, but God has. And in that fact alone we see something that is always present when God intervenes or reacts for His testimony. It is in the unsuspected and unlikely realm or direction that God moves. He brings out something, some instrument that has not been in the eye of man at all, as fresh from the hand of God, as out from the secret place with God.


    With the bringing forth of David by the Lord, a process begins; an exceedingly interesting and instructive process: it is the bringing in of the spiritual as over against the carnal among the Lord's people. And you see the beginning of a process of development between those two things, which grows and intensifies as it goes on. The two become more and more manifestly antagonistic, so that David brings in spirituality as the supreme characteristic of an instrument related to God's full intention for the whole testimony of Jesus.


    Before I go further with that, I want to turn on in this book to 1 Samuel 22 where we have David making the cave of Adullam his headquarters, and I want to say a little about the cave of Adullam. This period preceding the time when David takes the throne, is a period in which mentality is changed and upset. Ideas are revolutionised when the current and common thoughts, judgments, ideas and conceptions of the Lord's people - for, mark you, we are in Israel - are being tremendously affronted and required to undergo tremendous changes. And if we really saw spiritually what is in this first book of Samuel, we should understand very clearly the difference between the carnal mind and the spiritual mind in the people of God.


    The cave of Adullam is a kind of comprehensive and inclusive instance of what I have just said. What a wrong idea there is currently about the cave of Adullam! I remember some years ago, in a conversation with an editor of a well-known journal, reference was made to a certain piece of the Lord's work which was outside of the generally recognised order of things, and his remark was, "You know, it is a kind of cave of Adullam; all the discontented people go there!" Now, that is a common idea. It is always that verse that is used if you have any group of malcontents, people who never get on with anybody, "Birds of a feather flock together", and usually speckled birds! And it is a cave of Adullam.


    Now, to show how utterly wrong and false such a mentality is, take that of which this is but a type, the great antitype. David is a type of the Lord Jesus, perhaps one of the most comprehensive types of the Lord Jesus in the whole Bible, and here David is rejected by Israel as the Lord Jesus is now rejected by Israel. During His time of rejection by His own people after the flesh, there came to Him from all directions people who had grown weary and sore because of the prevailing conditions in this world, and they gathered to the Lord Jesus secretly, and He was recognised for His spiritual and moral worth. A few are recognising and appreciating Him, and coming to Him because they fail to find what they need and desire for their well-being anywhere else. If you call that a cave of Adullam in the sense in which I have just used it and in which it is popularly used, you see what a wrong mentality that is! That is the great antitype.


    That nucleus that was being gathered to the Lord Jesus in the time of His rejection will be very near to Him when He comes to the throne. There will be a very different idea about them then. What will happen then is that all those who despised and who spoke in those despicable terms of the cave of Adullam, will have to acknowledge that they were the ones who had the truest judgment, who really knew right and wrong, what was good and what was evil, what the mind of the Lord was; they had spiritual instinct as to where God was moving. That will have to be faced, but what a change of mentality that represents! What a revolution as to standards of judgment! It is the transition from the carnal to the spiritual.


    But while that is the great and comprehensive type and antitype, there is something more to it. There is that, as we have been seeking to show, which corresponds to the line of Saul; some order of things among the people of God in Christendom which has been brought in by man, constituted and governed by man, and mainly along carnal lines, according to this world, "like unto the nations" - what obtains today as a powerful thing. It occupies the place of government among the Lord's people generally. But God is not with that in a primary sense, only in a secondary sense and in a sovereign way. In a primary sense, God is moving in another direction, along another line, and it is here that the cave of Adullam comes in.


    Oh, it is a pity that the translators did not put what is in the margin into the text, "David therefore departed thence, and escaped to the cave of Adullam: and when his brethren and all his father's house heard it, they went down thither to him. And every one that was in distress, and every one that was in debt, and every one that was discontented (it is right, of course, but the margin says "bitter of soul"), gathered themselves unto him; and he became captain over them: and there were with him about four hundred men" (1 Sam. 22:1-2). It is not that these people could not get on with anyone else, that they were such an awkward crowd that they would not pull together with others, that they were always of the discontented type. No, they represented a revolt against that which, not being God's full thought, and not being directly in line with God's full end, and not being an expression of God's heart, must always be full of contradictions and inconsistencies, must always lack a sense of life and unction, must always mean that a great deal of drive and effort and labour must be put into it to keep it going. There must be an atmosphere there which lacks real spiritual vitality.


    It is a realm in which, men having constituted things, they have got to take responsibility for them; and, while there may be much that is interesting, much that will please the superficial, much that will answer to natural and soul cravings. For anybody who has really become alive and awake to any greater fulness of God's thought, anyone who has really seen something of God's mind, anyone who has been touched and quickened and illumined as to really what God is after, that has become a painful thing. You can only understand this if you have experienced it.


    Today, beloved, there are a lot of people who have not yet reached Adullam, who are spiritually on the way to Adullam. Do you understand that? I think there are multitudes of the Lord's people (I trust I do not exaggerate) who have not yet got to Adullam, but they are turning in that direction. That is, they are beginning to feel the futility, the emptiness, the unsatisfying nature, the barrenness, the lack of anointing and unction in what is the great Christian system, and they are looking round, feeling round, for something - they may not know what, something to answer to a sense, a deep sense, of need: yes, the Lord's people, a need not being satisfied.


    Oh, it can be brought down to quite definite points. Why is it that there is an almost continuous stream of enquiries such as: what shall be done because we are getting no food in our churches, everything is so formal, so cold; we are starved. What shall we do, where shall we go? That is only one simple form of the whole thing. It is much bigger than that, it has more aspects than that. My point is that the cave of Adullam is not the rendezvous of malcontents in the purely natural sense of awkward people, it represents a heart going out to something more of the Lord, and it is there that there needs to be a change of mentality. On the one hand it is the carnal, and for anybody with any real spiritual life, the carnal is husks. There is the craving for the spiritual, where the real anointing is, where God's seal is, and a spontaneous gravitation there. That is Adullam. You see, we will never be allowed to despise Adullam again.


    And what is true of Adullam is true in so many details which come out in this part of David's life. Saul has the name of king, and the position and office of king. He has a great following, but it is only formal or official, and all who can be satisfied with mere religious formality will stay with Saul - and they did. Those who can be satisfied with the merely outward side of things, the official, will remain with Saul. But those whose hearts revolt against empty formality, mere cold officialdom in the things of the Lord, will begin to look round and move in spirit, and the result will be a cave of Adullam. This is the answer to a spiritual need and it represents just exactly the other extreme from the carnal, formal, "Saul" line of things.


    Now we can go back and see this contrast, and this process in David's life from the carnal to the spiritual, or of the spiritual as over against the carnal. After his anointing (very shortly after, at any rate not very long) by one of those sovereign acts of God, David came to public notice in the incident with Goliath. Then his troubles began; a period of testing and training opened up.


    Now, remember what we have before us is an instrument for the testimony in fulness and the testing and training of that instrument, for, strangely enough, almost immediately upon his coming to public notice, he is rejected. It seems as though this one has only to come out and be detected, for a great hostile movement to be projected against him - a spiritual thing, first of all. So, coming back from the slaughter of the Philistines after the slaying of the giant, David meets the first expression of this antagonism, and Saul eyes him from that day on to slay him. David's time of discipline begins, and it is all in relation to spirituality and as over against Philistine elements, and the twin factors in this training are faith and patience. If you want to know the things which lie innermost as qualifying for ministry in relation to the testimony of Jesus in its fulness, then I believe those things are faith and patience. I believe the book of the Revelation makes that perfectly clear.


    Faith and patience are the two pre-eminent things in the overcomers. You can see how those very things stand over against, and in prominent and striking contrast to Saul. If there was one thing about Saul that was true, it was that he could not wait. You remember the incident in 1 Samuel 13, which has its rise in chapter 10. First of all, 1 Samuel 10:8: "And thou shalt go down before me to Gilgal; and, behold, I will come down unto thee, to offer burnt-offerings, and to sacrifice sacrifices of peace-offerings; seven days shalt thou tarry, till I come unto thee, and show thee what thou shalt do." I want you to grasp the whole of that statement, that sentence. "Seven days" - yes, but "till I come unto thee". Now in 1 Samuel 13:8-12: "And he tarried seven days, according to the set time that Samuel had appointed: but Samuel came not to Gilgal; and the people were scattered from him. And Saul said, Bring hither the burnt-offering to me, and the peace-offerings. And he offered the burnt-offering. And it came to pass that, as soon as he had made an end of offering the burnt-offering, behold, Samuel came; and Saul went out to meet him, that he might salute him. And Samuel said, What hast thou done? And Saul said, Because I saw that the people were scattered from me, and that thou camest not within the days appointed, and that the Philistines assembled themselves together at Michmash: therefore said I, Now will the Philistines come down upon me to Gilgal, and I have not entreated the favour of the Lord; I forced myself therefore, and offered the burnt-offering". Now, of course, as you read it, you do not believe it. I know the word that will leap to the lips of some of you as you hear Saul say those last words, "I forced myself", are you not saying, "Humbug! No, that is not it." There is so much like that in Saul.


    You see what comes before in 1 Samuel chapter 13, "And Jonathan smote the garrison of the Philistines that was in Geba; and the Philistines heard of it. And Saul blew the trumpet throughout all the land, saying, Let the Hebrews hear" (v.3). That is how Saul speaks and the narrative goes on, "And all Israel heard". Now verses 7-8: "Now some of the Hebrews had gone over the Jordan to the land of Gad and Gilead; but as for Saul, he was yet in Gilgal, and all the people followed him trembling. And he tarried seven days, according to the set time that Samuel had appointed: but Samuel came not to Gilgal; and the people were scattered from him."


    You see what realm you are moving in. "And Saul blew the trumpet... saying, Let the Hebrews hear" (v.3). Now if you look far away, you will find that that was exactly the way in which the Philistines described them, "the Hebrews"; they never called them "the Israelites". You see, you are dealing with carnal man: no spiritual perception about things, no spiritual sensitiveness, no sense of spiritual fitness. He is always putting his hand on the things of the Lord; he is carnal, he cannot wait.


    There is no doubt that Samuel knew all about it, although he was not there, and that means that Samuel was just drawing this out. We have pointed out before that God was acting in a very subtle way where Saul was concerned, and over an extended period He would expose the truth about him as man-chosen, as man's idea; and Samuel is in co-operation with God. He has prescribed the seven days and he has allowed the seven days to practically run their course. Saul said, "within the days appointed"; and Samuel had said, "seven days... till I come". Saul hardly let the seven days expire! Well, it is true he is in difficulty; things are very awkward. Oh, that is the test!


    If you are driven up into a corner, if everything seems to shout that you must do something, that unless you do something all will be lost; then is the time to discover whether you are spiritual or carnal at the heart. It will then be shown whether you have faith in God, when everybody is saying, "Why don't you do something? Look at this, look at that; you must do something!" There is a demand here and a demand there, a call here and a call there, a situation here and there, and it seems fatal to do nothing, and yet you have not the word of the Lord. You have not the witness in your heart from the Lord. If you know the Lord at all, you know that you have not been given direction from the Lord. Now is the acid test as to faith and patience. If the flesh, the carnal side of us gets the upper hand, we will do something, we will turn to some expediency. If faith triumphs, if, though all be lost, we refuse to move without God, ah! The Lord is getting something in us that is going to be of tremendous account to His testimony.


    Beloved, I believe that this is one of the exercises through which the Lord puts every one who is going right on with Him into His full purpose. From time to time we may be in a terrible corner. Everybody is saying, "You ought to do something, you ought to do this or that, you ought to move!", but they know that they have no word from the Lord. They have been laid under a command that they never move without the Lord, and here Samuel represents the Lord. The Lord has said, "Till I come." Seven days is a perfect period of faith's testing and patience perfected! "Till I come on the scene" - the Lord coming to release, to undertake. Oh, it is easy for us to see the point, but I know, and perhaps some of you know, how it goes to the heart, how true it really is. Can the Lord count on us not to move, not to precipitate things, not to take things into our own hands without Him? If He can, then He is getting a vessel which is going to mean something very great for Him. The prisoner of the Lord! Oh, yes, we run terrible risks in taking this line, but we are taking it with God, and if God fails us, how terrible the situation will be! Ah, if - is there room for that "if"? It is up against that "if" all the time that faith triumphs.


    Now, it is over against that carnality as represented by Saul, that impatience and lack of faith, that David is brought in and trained. You see the tremendous difference between David and Saul all the way along. David knows that he has been anointed for the kingdom, but there is a wonderful subjection of spirit in David. At times he does break down: we have never found a perfect man in the Bible yet, apart from the Lord Jesus. Yes, he failed, but how wonderful is this spirit which first of all accepts his rejection, and is prepared to wait for God. He knows what the issue will be eventually, although sometimes even that assurance becomes eclipsed, and he is prepared to let God work it out. His heart smote him even cutting off a bit of the garment of Saul when he had him in his power. "The Lord forbid that I should do this thing unto my lord, the Lord's anointed, to put forth my hand against him, seeing he is the Lord's anointed" (1 Sam. 24:6).


    On another occasion, he found Saul and Abner and all the bodyguard asleep, and sent one of his men to take away the cruse of water and the spear, and on the other side, he shouted his challenge to Abner: "What is the meaning of this, Abner? You are not fit for your position of king's guard, sleeping and letting his enemy come!" Then he says to Saul, "I had you at my mercy, you were in my power. If I had wanted to take advantage of you, it was the simplest thing; but God forbid that I should put forth my hand against the Lord's anointed!" Saul would not have done that; he was not made that way. You think of the patience, the subjection, the faith in God that lets off his bitterest enemy who is seeking his life, and that repeatedly. That is faith and that is patience.


    This is a man who is fit for the throne; this is a man after God's own heart. It is the development of that under the most trying circumstances that qualifies one to be a vessel for the testimony of Jesus. Under testing, having it in your power to gain an advantage, having opportunities which come suddenly out of your being rejected (and it is a wide realm of temptation) the question always governing is: is it the Lord's time? Is this the Lord's way? Does the Lord want me to do this? Not, how will it relieve me of my present difficulty? Not, how will it make a way out for me? Not, how will it bring me an advancement in the work of the Lord? No. Is this the Lord's time? Is this the Lord's mind? Or is this a temptation to precipitate things, to hasten things? Is this a temptation to get advantage for myself and escape from this persecution? These tests are very real things in the spiritual life. It is just in that realm of schooling that the man-child is prepared for the throne.


    David could wait and trust in the Lord, and in so doing he was steadily destroying Saul, he was destroying the carnal. He was really compassing the end of that other thing through faith and patience. The destruction of that other thing was being brought about. Satan is out to wear out the saints. The faith and patience of Jesus in the saints will wear out Satan, and that is one of the ways in which the Lord does it.


    You see the difference between Saul and David in their utterness for God, that is the point. It comes out in the case of Amalek and their respective attitudes to Amalek. Now, Amalek, always remember, is the flesh through which Satan works. In 1 Samuel 15 the Lord, through Samuel, says to Saul, "Go, utterly destroy Amalek, leave nothing!" Well, what is the end of that with Saul? Samuel comes back after this work has been done, and Saul again goes out to meet him, and says, "Blessed be thou of the Lord: I have performed the commandment of the Lord" (v.13). Says Samuel, "What meaneth then this bleating of the sheep in mine ears, and the lowing of the cattle which I hear?" (v.14). Betrayed! Very awkward that those sheep should have bleated just then! Little things betray. "Well, you see, the people spared the best of the sheep and of the oxen, to sacrifice unto the Lord thy God; and the rest we have utterly destroyed" (v.15). Do you see what has happened? This carnal man dealing with the flesh, Amalek, has discriminated between good and bad flesh. He is quite prepared to slay a certain amount, but then there are some things that are "the best". The carnal mind is always discriminating between good and bad in man, and trying to bring something good in man to present to the Lord. That is Saul.


    You remember David's attitude towards Amalek. You go on in 1 Samuel 30 and you see. The Amalekites made a raid upon Ziklag, and although they seemed to get the advantage in the first instance when they made their raid, and David seemed to lose all at their hands, ultimately there was not much of Amalek left to tell the tale. It is Amalek, it is the flesh through which Satan works, and David's attitude towards Amalek is uncompromising. The point is that there is utterness about David with regard to the flesh energised by Satan; utterness for God. There is no sparing of anything. Saul spares, Saul judges as man judges, and says, "It is a pity to sacrifice that, to destroy that!" David is different.


    So we could go on through his life, but I think we have almost said enough to illustrate how that, in an instrument brought in by God, there is a process set in motion to make spirituality, as over against carnality, the one predominating thing that will govern in every issue.


    We cannot close this present meditation without saying one other thing, that while it is so true that David was characterised by spiritual principles, governed by the Lord's interests wholly and not by his own, the combination of the Philistines and Saul proved occasionally to be an almost overwhelming test. On one occasion he fled to Gath and found himself in a very difficult situation and had to feign madness to make good his escape. On another occasion he fled to Achish, the Philistine king, because, he said, "I shall now perish one day by the hand of Saul" (1 Sam. 27:1). He was a very hard-pressed servant of God, and there may be comfort here for some of us. We know what it is to be pressed out of measure, but that is not the object of my mentioning it, to find some excuse for any failure. My object in mentioning this is to point out how insidious, subtle and persistent is the Philistine principle in trying to destroy what is of God, that David should have been pursued by this Philistine thing in this way, so that it seems that a network of snares was set to get him caught on Philistine ground. The arms of this Philistine octopus are all the time reaching out to somehow, in some way, get a hold, a grip, upon what is of God. If only that can be, then God's end is defeated. So you see David perilously nearly falling into a Philistine snare, onto Philistine ground, again and again.


    Yes, he did fall. You know later in the second book of Samuel there is the new cart for bringing back the ark of the testimony, which is a Philistine idea. They had put the ark upon a new cart in order to send it back when it became such a nuisance to them. It was a Philistine idea, and all unconsciously, it would seem imperceptibly, David had a Philistine idea somewhere in him. When the question of the bringing of the ark arose, a cart just leapt into his mind. You know how fatal it was. God would not have anything of this Philistine idea. But it is always out to catch us. It means this: to act, to move by carnal reasoning, the compulsion of necessity to do something. It is a fleshly thing.


    The Lord Jesus went through it all. You know that the argument, or one of the arguments, lying behind the temptation in the wilderness was that, "You are hungry; You are in need; necessity knows no law!" That is human argument; that is how the world argues. Necessity knows no law - how often we have fallen to that argument! Necessity is laid upon us. The Lord Jesus repudiated that argument altogether. My human necessity is one thing; God's Divine law is another thing, and, if God's Divine law requires it, my human necessity must wait. It is better for me to die than to violate God's law! Necessity; you must - that is natural argument, that is the flesh.


    Now, you may think this is all making life very difficult, but I venture to think there are not a few who know something about it. You know this is true. It is not setting up something before you that is difficult to face. You are already in it. The enemy is always trying to subtly catch us on some Philistine line, some carnal line in order to frustrate the ends of God concerning His Son. I am not going to say more about that, but we see how David's training was all the time in relation to spirituality as over against carnality, in relation to God as over against all that is opposed to God. It is the high level of the heavenly over against the earthly. The training is there, and if you or I have ever been caught in Gath or with Achish or with a cart, and we have really been spiritual, really have been for the Lord, the very fact that we were caught that moment has been a tremendous factor in our training. We have discovered that we must not go down that way. If we have taken things into our own hands like Saul, we have not had to wait very long to discover in our own hearts that we have lost the Lord in that realm, and it has been a very, very vital thing in our education.


    Oh beloved, if the Lord's fullest interests are going to be served in us and through us, He is going to have us a very utter and a very spiritual people, and there is going to be a very wide line of difference between such and what generally obtains in Israel. May He give us understanding and grace!


  


  
    Chapter 5 - The Lord's Anointing

  


  
    Reading: 1 Sam. 15:1-3; 22-23; 16:7.


    There are few more solemn and terrible chapters in the whole Bible than 1 Samuel 15, and I confess to something almost like a dread in my heart as I am so definitely led to speak again from this chapter, a chapter which seems to me to gather up everything, and to bring it to a very direct and definite application. It really is a challenge as to what things are going to be, how things are going to be, whether we are going with the Lord or not. It is a matter of the heart; "the Lord looks on the heart".


    I want to repeat that with a certain emphasis, "the Lord looks on the heart". By that I mean that it is not the result of our look at our own heart; that may be an altogether misleading thing. "The heart", says the Word of God, "is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?" Only the Lord, but the Lord, will help us to know our hearts by certain tests which He will apply, into which He will lead us, and the result of those tests will disclose what the Lord knows about our hearts. And, when all has been said and done, the issue is the heart relationship to the Lord. It is that which matters, and it is that which settles everything. The heart relationship is proved and established through certain tests which the Lord applies.


    Having said that, we must first of all consider the Lord's own requirement. The Lord's requirement is a heart that is utter towards Himself. "I have found David... a man after Mine own heart" (Acts 13:22). What a thing to say, when it is previously recorded that "the Lord looks on the heart"! What a verdict! "The Lord looks on the heart"; "I have found David... a man after Mine own heart."


    Now, I want you first of all to see the significance of the first part of chapter 15. "The Lord sent me to anoint thee" (v.1). "Go and smite Amalek and utterly destroy all" (v.3). The anointing with the Holy Spirit carries with it a comprehensive, all-inclusive demand toward the Lord. That demand is that our whole life, in every detail, shall be governed by the Holy Spirit, shall be a walk in the Spirit, shall be actuated by the Spirit, and that means, as we have been seeing in other connections, just the opposite of being governed by fleshly considerations or carnal elements.


    "The Lord sent me to anoint thee."The questions which arise are: will you follow out the implications of being anointed with the Spirit? Will you deal thoroughly and utterly with all that which is not of the Spirit, but which is of the flesh? We saw in our previous meditation that Amalek is the flesh used by the devil, and it is that which steps across the path of spiritual progress towards God's full inheritance. "I have marked that which Amalek did to Israel, how he set himself against him in the way, when he came up out of Egypt" (v.2). He set himself in the way; he stood in the way. That which always stands in the way of progress towards God's full purpose and end is the flesh. It is always stepping across the path; it is always getting in the way; it is always actively and militantly opposed to spiritual growth, and the two things can never abide together - an anointing and an Amalek.


    The preserving of Amalek nullifies the anointing. It is a very clear issue. "The Lord sent me to anoint thee; now therefore, because of the anointing, the inevitable, the essential, the indispensable outcome of the anointing is the utter destruction of Amalek, of that which is carnal as energised and actuated by Satan's power." It is a question of life in the Spirit or life in the flesh, and these two cannot be reconciled. They are inimical, there is enmity always between the Spirit and the flesh, the flesh and the Spirit.


    This is one of the great distinguishing features between Saul and David. David's utterness for God meant that the anointing abode upon him and all the purpose of God in him was fulfilled. Saul, on the other hand, though anointed, did not follow out the meaning of the anointing, and the anointing departed from him, and the purpose of God was never realised.


    We see what God wants, what God's standard is, what He is seeking. We see the nature of an instrument that will serve God in relation to bringing His testimony right through to its final establishment in the temple, in the heavenly kingdom. That is David. Saul loses the testimony every time. The testimony goes out with Saul; he cannot keep it, he cannot preserve it, he cannot advance it. The testimony is not operating in power where he is, because he is not really one in heart with the testimony, though he may think he is and may protest that he is. Those protestations of Saul's are terrible things: "I have performed the commandment of the Lord" (v.13). "What meaneth then this bleating?" (v.14). Having the situation brought home to him with circumstantial evidence, he still protests, "But I have performed the commandment". Stubbornness is the word, there is a stubbornness which makes us think that we are altogether other than we are, and makes us believe that we are right, quite right, when in the sight of God, we are as utterly wrong as we can be.


    Here is what God is after: utterness, life in the Spirit, and uncompromising antagonism towards that enemy of spiritual progress: the flesh, Amalek, the self-life, the carnal nature. Now the test to find out the true heart condition: "Go and smite Amalek and utterly destroy". That phrase, "utterly destroy", occurs eight times in this chapter. The Lord does not leave us in any doubt as to what He means. The Lord's meaning is perfectly clear and emphatic. If it had been said only once, well then, there might have been some reason to believe it was not such an utter requirement, though for the Lord to say it once ought to be enough. But here - eight times! There is no doubt about the Lord's mind in this matter. We have every ground for knowing what the Lord wants. Utterly destroy! How did Saul get round that? Just the way in which this deceitful heart gets round the most emphatic things the Lord has said!


    First of all, he put his own judgment over against what God had precisely said - his own judgment, his own carnal judgment. As we have pointed out before, he drew a distinction between what could be destroyed, and quite obviously to be destroyed, that which was not worth keeping; and that which was "good" and should be preserved - discriminating between good and bad - carnality, flesh. His judgment said, "This can and should be destroyed; this should be preserved". Now we want to get close to this matter.


    It is never, never a question of what we think about what God has said. It is what God has said. I do feel that we need to take note of this. There is nothing in all God's universe that is a justifiable reason for going round anything that the Lord has stated; that is the point. If there is something which the Lord has said, said precisely; if there is that in God's Word which is something that the Lord requires, which the Lord has laid down as a law, as a principle, as a truth; if there is something there which is said to us that we are to observe and to do; if there is something there which is God's expressed mind about things in any realm, then beloved, there is nothing, nothing before God which can excuse us, which can justify us in going round that, in offering something as a substitute for it.


    This is solemn; this is very, very important. God never presents two demands which conflict with each other. If His statement is made, then there is nothing whatever that we can find or produce which justifies us in ignoring that statement. Now, that covers a very wide area and includes countless things. It is not my thought to try to touch points of application; I should miss those that matter where you are concerned, if I tried. But I enunciate the principle; this is the law.


    So often we have met this very thing. Here is a statement in God's Word that is as clear as anything can be for anybody who has honest eyes, and yet people are going round, doing just the opposite, and seeking to justify their opposite conduct and action by something in the Word of God, or by some private "revelation" that the Lord has given to them. The Lord has told them! The Lord has shown them! The Lord has spoken to them! They know the Lord's mind and the Lord's will for them and it is all as glaringly contrary to what God has laid down as anything could be. That is Saul bringing in his own religious, mark you: his religious, carnal judgment upon the Word of God. It was religious: it was all in relation to sacrifice, to serving the Lord, but it was still carnal. He put his own judgment on the Word of God instead of taking the Word as it stood precisely: "Utterly destroy". The Lord's position over that is, "When I say 'utterly', I mean 'utterly'. When I say 'destroy', I mean 'destroy'." There is no justification for anything of ourselves coming in and usurping the place of the Holy Spirit and the Word of God.


    Now I expect you are thinking that I am very severe and this is strong. Well, it is alright, the Lord knows what He is doing. I have cried to the Lord about this word and I cannot get away from it, so I must leave the consequences with Him. If you do not at the moment see the Lord's meaning for you, well, trust the Lord about it, that He has got a meaning in bringing these meditations to a close on this note.


    Now, this other thing running with that: "The people spared the best of the sheep and of the oxen, to sacrifice unto the Lord thy God" (v.15). Saul betrays himself in his very phraseology, but we will leave that just now. What is Samuel's rejoinder? "Has the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams" (v.22). What do you see in that? I will tell you what I see, and you can judge whether it is right. I see this, that there are many who are quite willing to offer a lot of things to the Lord, a lot of service, and even to suffer for the Lord, and yet for it all to be a substitute for obedience. It is just possible to do that, and there are those who are suffering, as they think, for the Lord, and the Lord cannot accept that suffering because His Word is being ignored or violated or set aside somewhere. There is service for the Lord, but it is not acceptable service because behind that, somewhere in the life, there is a reservation of obedience! We cannot get over the Lord like that; we cannot make good with the Lord in that way. There is no substitute for implicit obedience; there is no alternative for doing what the Lord has made known as His will, none whatever.


    The Lord tests the heart as to whether the heart is a heart wholly for Him along the line of most utter obedience to His stated will in His Word. He tests the heart by a challenge as to whether we will set aside our own judgment, our own idea of what it means to be for the Lord, and test everything by God's Word. Yes, to be for the Lord, all for the Lord, to love the Lord, to serve the Lord, to suffer for the Lord - that may be our own verdict upon our own heart. We may say of ourselves, "I am all for the Lord, my heart is towards the Lord, I would do anything for the Lord, make any sacrifice, I have suffered and am suffering for the Lord" - we might say that as the verdict upon our own knowledge of our own hearts, and still, as the Lord looks on the heart, it may not be what He is after. His verdict may be, "Yes, all that, but really your heart is not as I want it. Will you let go your own judgment, your own mind, your own ideas about what I want, and will you come to what I say? Look into My Word and see exactly and precisely what I have stated as My will." That is the test.


    The test comes along the line of how much we are willing to part with our position and take God's position; even our own religious position, our own position of devotion to the Lord, as we would call it, and find out whether it is what the Lord has really said. To be completely and wholly governed by God's Word is essential to being according to God's heart and being an instrument which really does further the testimony of the Lord.


    Now, you suffer all that, and ask the Lord about it. I could turn you to many things which are definite statements in the Word of God about this, as to what God's mind is - there they are. They have to do with every phase of our lives. They touch upon our business in this world; they touch upon our business relationships - servants and masters, masters and servants; they touch upon our domestic relationships - parents and children, children and parents, husbands and wives, wives and husbands. They touch upon our vocation in creation, as to what a man's vocation is and what a woman's vocation is; they touch upon the assembly and its order and relationships. The Word of God touches everything.


    Now then, let us get down to it. What does the Word of God say on these matters; not my judgment, but what does God's Word say? If I am called to be a father, I have got to know what the Word of God says about fathers and look to it, or else responsibility comes back upon me and the Lord cannot stand by me. So it is, you see, with a mother, with a woman, and with all.


    I have come down to very practical matters. Of course, it reaches out to every realm, but I am trying to help you to see what this means, and you must not violate the Word of God by getting out into another realm and trying to justify it by some special revelation that has come to you, some special vision. If that violates the Word of God, it is wrong, and it is not a revelation from God - never. When we come right into line with God's will and God's Word, with the anointing in all its glorious Divine meaning, the anointing goes on with us, and there is spiritual growth and there is value to the Lord's testimony.


    Now to close. The issue, and this, so far as Saul and what Saul represents is concerned, is the most terrible part of it all. I would gladly leave this out. This putting of something - even for the Lord, mark you - in the way of the Word, of the Lord, led to a terrible consequence in Saul's life. To begin with, it meant that the Lord had to stand back and leave him to himself. Well, that is enough, surely, and that is terrible. The attitude of the Lord was, "I cannot go on with you", and terrible as it was, that was not all. He became open and exposed to evil powers and (in an awful alternative to the anointing, to the Holy Spirit) evil spirits. "Rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as idolatry and teraphim" (v.23). Where the Lord does not get His way, the enemy will get his. The consequence will be, on the one hand, no going on with the Lord in the life, with His purpose; on the other hand: deception - the play of other powers. Now, that is almost too terrible to contemplate, and I said I would gladly not touch that side of Saul.


    But beloved, for us in general, I feel that what the Lord wants to say to us is this: that where His highest and fullest interests are in view, and where His testimony is really at stake, there is no room for anything but perfect utterness for God. And utterness means that there shall be no listening to anything of the flesh, no substituting of anything for what God has said, no getting round with any argument what God has made known to us as His will. God is calling for a heart that is really wholly towards Him, and proved so by willingness to take the knife against ourselves, in every way to give Him full place. That is a man after God's own heart. That is the instrument that really serves Him in fulness.


    We are anointed; if we are the Lord's, we have received the Spirit. The anointing that we have received is with us with this object: that we shall walk and live and move wholly according to the Spirit and utterly set aside the life of the flesh. For the anointing, remember, is never for us in some private way, never given to us just that we might have the Spirit, that we might be possessed of the Spirit. The receiving of the Spirit, or the giving of the Spirit to us by the Lord, is never an end in itself.


    Anointing always has to do with God's testimony. Now, test that statement by the Word of God. In the Old Testament and in the New Testament, it is always related to the Lord's testimony, and the Lord's testimony can never be advanced if there is an Amalek strutting across the path, if the flesh is there. The anointing is intended to deal with that in the interests of the progress of the testimony of the Lord in us, through us: in the church, by the church. There is a little phrase in the Old Testament which speaks of the anointing of the shield for battle. That is tremendous when you see the meaning of it. There is a militant savour about the anointing. There is that bound up with the anointing which means war, "I will have war with Amalek for ever, said God. The Lord, has anointed thee: now go, utterly destroy Amalek!"


    The anointing demands, on one hand, that everything that is not of the Spirit of God is dealt with, and that means on the other hand, that our lives in everything are governed by what the Lord has said. The issues are simple, but they are very, very searching and exacting. Now, this is what consecration means. We always relate consecration with the Holy Spirit. Consecration is this negatively: destroy Amalek. Positively: be wholly governed by the Word of God; no arguing, no reasoning, no substituting, no hedging.


    What has God said? I am quite sure you are willing to ask the Lord just in what way His Word may affect you. If you do not see it at the moment, you will not turn it aside. No one, I am sure, will in the presence of such a word, fail to say, "Lord, is that for me? I do not see it, but if it is, show me, I am ready to see it. I cannot see it, but I am ready." No one will put it away, I am sure. The consequences are far, far too serious. "To obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams." "The Lord looks on the heart."
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