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is sought to lead the Lord's
people into His Ffull
thought for them.
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Overcomer Testimony

111
The Prize of the On.High Calling
READING ; II Cor. xii. 1 ; Phil. iif, F2.14.

The Overcomer’s Declaration ..

We are going to gather up what ‘we have already

'said, and present it in a simple and definite way. In

the words which we have read, penned by Paul to the
Philippians, we have the Overcomer’s decldration,
and it is gathered into a very small fragment of words.
‘* One thing I do..."”. Before we can go further, we
have to make a little adjustment, for Paul did not

‘actually say, ' One thing I do *’. You will notice the

** I do " is in italics, which means that it is not in the
original text. Paul said, '* But one thing, forgetting
the things which are behind, and stretching forward
to the things which are before, I press on toward the
goal unto the prize.of the high calling of God in Christ
Jesus *’. The verb ' I do "' is not there, but thereisa

*verb which has to come in to make this statement

intelligible, and the verb is found later—''One thing
I pursue . That is the complete statement. * One
thing I pursue . ‘1 press on ""—' pursue’ is the
better word. ‘' One thing I pursue *'. Of course, it
is quite right to say, ** One thing I do "', and I suppose
in order to make the sentence simple for English
readers the translators put those words in, but the
correct, or the exact way of putting it is ‘" But one
thing, forgetting the things which are, behind...I
pursue...”” " One thing I pursue '. Tt brings the
object of pursuit as the governing thing : not what I
do, but the object. Paul is not sayvihg, What 1 do is
all-important. It is the object that J have in view that

is all-important. So we are at oncebrought in that way

face to face with the object.

* The Object ol the Overcomer
When we ask what the object is, he calls it ** the

attained...'—it is not ‘attained ’.

prize of the on-high calling of God in Christ Jesus ",
You notice he has said, ' Not as though I had already
Properly, it is
‘ obtained ', and you can put in brackets there—
‘ the prize '. ‘' But one thing I pursue—the prize of
the on-high calling of God in Christ Jesus "'. The on-
high calling has bound up with it the prize.

The On-High Calling

Let us weigh our words as we go along. " The on-
high calling "', the calling in Christ Jesus. Paul oiten
used that word * calling ’, and it is not what we mean
when we say that someone called us. ' Youcalledme ’,
as you are called in the morning ; or someone calls
you across the road. That is not the idez of the word
atall. Itis what we mean when we speak of a calling
or a vocation. ' This is my calling '. Paul used the
two words in I Cor. vii. 20. ** Let each man abide in
that calling wherein he was called "'. They are two
different Greek words. One is being called, the other
is that to which a man is called. This latter word can

be seen in Eph. i. 18; II Thess. i. 1x; 1I Tim.i. g; -

Heb. iii. 1; II Pet. i 10. What he is saying is, Are
you in this vocation or that,? Do not seek to get out
of it ; abide in the calling wherein ye were called. The
on-high calling, therefore, is 2 vocation which has to
do with glory. It is that for which we have been
apprehended or possessed. Me says, ‘'...that I may
possess that for which I have become possessed by
Christ Jesus '*; and that possession is the prize of the
on-high calling in Christ Jesus. -

** In Christ Jesus"

Now we must go to the end of the statement again,
to that well-known and yet still-so-little understood
formula—'' In Christ Jesus ’. ** The on-high calling
in Christ Jesus . Qur thought about that is usually
as of the sphere which Christ represents, that Christ is
a sphere ; a certain specified and well-defined limit or
circle. Well, that is quite true, but that is onlv half of

+
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it. That defines a bound and sets forth or indicates the
exclusiveness of Christ. That is a realm, and you are
either in that realm or out of that realm ; you arein
Christ or you are out of Christ, and it makes Christ a
self-contained, settled, fixed realm of things, and
there is no overlapping : it is either in or out.

But the other half is that it is the inclusiveness of
Christ. It i2.what is inside that sphere. ** In Christ
Jesus * means that God has put everything of His
thought and intention within Christ, it is all found
there, AJl that God has designed is in Christ Jesus.
It is & mighty fulness, inclusive and exclusive. You
have nene of it outside, but all of it in, and it is what
is in Chiist by the summing up of Ged the Father that
is indieated by this=""the prize of the en-high ecalling
in Christ Jesus ”. That is why 1 just toek that little
fragment frem 11 Cer. xii. =" visiens and revela-
tions "’ of Christ. That is what we want te see—what
ig"in Chiitat, visiens andl revelletions. Hiave veou ever
for a mement paused to ask the guestion—How did
Paul get te know all that be talks abeut ? 1 piek up
the letter te the Remans and 1 read thfaugh near 16
the end of the 8th ehapter, and 1 hear Paul talkin
abeut things that happened befere ever this werl
Bad an existence, eiﬁ BQ@K inte the very presenee of
G?d and h{@aﬂﬂ i ¢ ad talkigh taetweeﬂ them-
selves, se to speak, ahd atr; ings and saying
what They were geing o de. g%w 91% Paul get 8
kﬂew all that ? 1§ tmg imaginatien 7 ?aul Bag get it
frem heaven. Y@H Aetiee what he sais, iR 11 Eef. Xii.
"' 1 lnew 2 man in QL fourieen years 290
in the Bedy,; 1 knew net; ef whethier sut of ihe bedy.
1 knew net; Ged kneweth), §ueﬁ & ene eaught up
even {9 the tmfa Reaven. And 1 know suel 8 maﬁ
Whether in the Ba\a;gfo 8f & aﬁt frem the Bee

ew Aet; Ged ki %H)H hew that he was ea

ints ?ﬂfé&ﬁ@ and Heard unspeakable ,we
meﬁ if is et 1awful fBFéH?QHE 1eF ¥, *gwn
eems &e vistons and revelatiens of the Lord =*. 1f they
t lawdul for H’*ﬂ 13 utier, {Rey are Agt A {He
NewT eRt, But what is sfe is EHBUZA 10 Pet o
withl, and Re IRtimates vasi { l%é fse i ”9§
thi %e RURRY Beygnd SHF €8 \LgF@iH@fEiBH Hgs
WH& alse eterpity and the vast eaheelitse of a
e8uAtiess Rgst 9 qﬂe {8 ERIeF {RI8. * Vistons
aﬂa revelations of the LaF

Amongst these visions and revelatlons he has seen
the on-high calling of God in Christ Jesus he is in-
timating that there is such a thing, andThe is telling
us about his own attitude'tmmard that thing, he is
seeking with all his heart to get all believers to take
the same attitude and to be of the same spirit and
mind as himself. ** I labour, striving according to his
working, which worketh in me mightily ** t6 ** present
every man complete in Christ ** (Call.i. 28-29). 1t is
the same thing. He has seen what is in Christ as the
on-high calling of believers, and that object is before
him. 1t is an immense thing represented by Christ in
the purpose of God from eternity to eternity, and he
sees that that thing, that immense thing in Christ, is
the inheritance of the sons of God. *'..ibringing many
sons unto glory * (Heb. ii. 10). It is the inheritance

of sonship, and, as you so well know, sonship, accord-
ing to the New Testament, is something more than
spiritual childhood. 1t is the full-grown man spiritu-
ally, and this is the inheritance of the full-grown sons.

Two Aspects of our Inheritance in Christ
(a) Confionmidly to the Image of Churist

* The on-high callimg ™. 1 could not, even if 1
stayed and if I tried, speak to my own satisfaction or
yours of what that on-high calling is, because 1 do not
know. 1 can only come with this tremendous impact
that it is something very great, very glorious, and say
that this is the object which makes Overcomers and
will make the Overcomer company of which we have
been spesking. It is this object, and it is this #ttitude
which will de it. - This is enly. an appesal, with a feeble
gfemmen of the ground of ﬁ??éﬂl 1t is what Ged

as revealed in visiens and revelations te Paul as te
eur inheritanee in Chwist, and it has twe sides oF twe
A5peEts.

Firstly, it has to do with His nature. God has
wrought out in the Person of His Son in human man-
hood right through to completion His thought for the
new race, the new creation : taking it to the diepths
where “ He who knew no sin was made sin for us *
(in our place), and raising it to the highest heights,
placing it at His own right hand, glorifying it with
His own glory, filling it with His own fulness, and so
expressing Himself in that glorified humanity, telling
us that that is the pattern to which He wouild cenform
us and has predestined us. ** Foreordained to te anm-
formed to the image of his Son ** (Rem. viil. 29).
The Church is called to that and every part of It in its
own measure to share that termed ‘the fulness of
him that filleth all in alll’ (Epin. i. 23) as te nature.
This Chureh, of which we are parts, this Bedy of
whieh we are members, is ealled to be se ehanged,
firstly inwardly and finelly eutwardly, as te have the
very glery that new fills Chrisi resting upen it. " A

leﬁaus Ehureh ' ; * having the %lefy ol G@@l her

ight was like unto @ StoRE s (Rev.

ig%k)) " ealled unte his eternal glafy ’ (1 Pet.
V.

* 1 will come to wsxmsmdimmlanons" andl the
first one of those is what Paul 'saw on the way to
Damascus and called * the heavenly vision ™. "1
was not disobedient unto the heavenly visiem"
(Acts xxvi. 19). He came to see by instruction of
the Holy Spirit, and by Divine revelation, heaven-
given vision, that that which he saw on the Damascus
road was the thing unto which he was cslled—1t6
share that glory, to be glorified like that in Chirist
Jesus, and he says, That is the prize of the on-high
calling ! It has to do with our nature being conformed
to the nature of Christ, sinless, therefore capable of
being endowed with Divine glory.

(b) Bervice in Christ Jesus
But the other half is that it has to do with service,
the service that is in Christ Jesus, His work. * Tihe
on-high calling of God in Christ Jesus “—the work as
well as the nature of Christ in glory. The New Testa-
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ment has not o few intimations as to what the work
of Christ is and is destined to be throughout the ages
of the ages. It is to minister God 10 the creation, to
fill the creation with God, to keep evenvthing fed by
God. God is life, God is love, God is everything that is
glorious, and to be the agency, the vehicle, the vessel
of ministering God to the creation is the consummate
visien nf the book of the Revelation, in the {form of the
city, in the form of that which is right at the centre of
the city, upon which the city lives, from which it
derives iis life ; the tree of life, the river of water of
life, and then the leaves of the trec {for the health of
the nations. It is all a symbolic intimation tha} here
is a great ministry centred in the Church in Christ
Jesus ; the Church, one with Christ Jesus, to minister
life, health, glorv and all that God is, beyond itseli.
" The on-high calling of God in Christ Jesus . It is
what is in Christ Jesus as to nature and purpose. We
must not think that the glorification of the Lord Jesus
is the end, an end in itself. Our glorification is not
going to be an end in itself. God does not believe in
ends : there is no end to Him and He does not believe
in having ends. ** Of the increase of his government
and of peace there shall be no end ' (Isa. ix. 7).
That is not only  matter of time limit; that is a
- matter of expansion, dimension, increase. It does not
mean that the increase of His Kingcdom will not cease
at a certain time, it means the increase itself will go
on and on, fulness so boundless. The high calling in
Christ Jesus is to maintain that eternal increase. You
may think that this is extravagant language and very
high talking, but T will come back to the practiczl
thing in a moment, to now, to ourselves.

Hindrances to the Purguit of the Prize _

We have already said in our previous meditations
that the Church being gathered out of the nations in
this dispensation, and being slowly iormed into a
vessel, and inwardly changed, and spiritually de-
veloped, is being prepared to receive the resurrection
glory of Christ with a view to ministering that glory
being the agency of that glory in the Kingdom which
is coming, the everlasting Kingdom, when the king-
dom of this world shall become the Kingdom of our
Jord and His Christ, invested with His glorv. Now
Faul by revelation had come 10 see what Christ risen
and glorified signified as God's thought and intention
for the Church which is His Body, and he savs, That
15 our calling, that 1s our destined vocation. Then, if
that is the object that He has in view and presents 1o
*us, the Christian life is something very much more
than getting converted, however much that may be—
and it is a great thing. Never let us be content with
that. The good can be the enemy of the best in that
. respect if we are not very carcful. That being the
object, there has got to be an attitude, and Faul say,
As to the object, this is myv attitude : one thing I pur-
sue, I am a man of onec object, and upon that object
I bring evenything to bear, to converge, so that one
thing in all things becomes the only thing that matters.
As to the past—forgetting. In this chapter of his own
history. he refers to two things in the past, things

which he deliberately forgets. They are two forms of
things that could very much interfere with this pursuit
to rob of this prize. In the first place he mentions the
prizes of this world, the other prizes. The prize of
inheritance ; look at the chapter—what he inherited
as a Hebrew of the Hebrews ! What an inheritance !
The prize of inheritance, the prizé of status—a
Pharisee. If you really get a thoroughbred Pharisee,
you have the embodiment and personification of
status. Then there was attainment, he was z scholar
of the best school. And so much more in that realm of
prizes here. He says in effect, if I rest upon anything
of worldly prizes, worldly status, anything at all that
I have or am as to this world, it will interfere with this
quest and get in the way of that prize, so I forget it,
deliberately forget it, I banish it from my mind!
Beware, young people. The enemy can offer vou
prizes in order to steal the prize from vou, he can sub-

stitute for the prize—and 1 am not saving that there
There are

are not prizes so far as this world goes.
prizes, there are things for which men barter their
souls and when they have got them, they find them
wholly empty at the end. Beware of the counter-
prizes. 1{ you are going to be an Overcomer, vou have
got to be like this Overcomer and say, These things do
not count so far as this one thing is concerned, those
things must take a subservient place. You may say, I
am successful ! Do not say you are successful until
vou can say you have got the prize of the on-high
calling. It isan attitude—foregetting those things for
the one thing. This does not mean that vou should
accept a low or meagre level of life and work, and be
second or third-rate people. It only means that the
chief end should overshadow all else.

Then he refers to another side which he deliberately
forgets, which can equally retard the progress and
arrest the advance and slow the step. ‘' Persecuting
the church ""—be speaks of that to this church. The
blind folly of vesterday, the blindness and ignorance
of the past and what I did in it. Oh, Satan is so ready
to bring up our past to paralvse us. The foolishness,
the weakness, the mistakes, the blunders, the sins—
yes, he is always bringing those up and saying, This
disqualifies you, puts you out of the running, this
prize is not for you ! Look mt yoursell, look what kind
‘of history you have ! And Paul savs, I put that out of
the way, 1 am not going to be discouraged by part
failures. An Overcomer must not be discouraged by
past failure, though that has been repeated. I{ ever
there was one who should have felt himsel dis
qualified for this prize, it was this man. I persecuted
the Church, I consented to Stephen'’s death, 1 held
the clothes of the witnesses : I pursued the saints into
distant cities, I cast into prison both men and women ;
I can never hope to be awarded that prize! Ahno!
' Forgetting the things which are behind . ** But
one thing . :

I have often said that I think Paul really did havea
hand in the writing of Hebrews ;: whether he actually
wrote it or not, he is there, and you remember—'' Let
us...lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so
easily besct us, and let us run with patience the race

~
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that is set before us, looking off unto Jesus ' (Heb.
xii. 1-2). The weights that impede, hold back, the
sin so easily besetting—what is it ? There is no chap-

" ter division in Paul's letter, we have to run straight

on. * Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for
the proving of things not seen...By faith...By- faith...
Let us lay aside...the sin which doth so easily beset
us ". If we are going to run, all unbelief, all doubt, all

"questioning must go ; the easily besetting sin of doubt

unfaith, must be stripped and laid aside to run this
race unto this prize. *' I forget ", The Lord would
have us forget in that sense anything that would get
inthe way of thisattitude. Astothe past, I{orget. Asto
the present, I gird myself, ] press, 1 pursue. I maybea
doctor, a teacher, a nurse or anything, but in and
through all things, I have one object and my earthly
calling, earthly vocation, earthly business, must be
mace the sphere in which this end is pursued. It must
not be the thing in itself and the end in itself, but my
occasion, my opportunity and my means of learning
Chnist. There is plenty in everyday life to make a rezl
knowledge of Christ necessary, and so we should tumn
everydaylife touse, in its adversities, its trials, its diffi-
culties, to gain Christ, to know Christ, It is a present
thing, it is not all in the future. It is a present thing,
this movement to the great consummation. .

Let us get this word—I pursve. In Phil. iii, that
word occurs twice. You will not find it in the trans-

* lation, Pdul says he persecuted the Church. That is

exactly the same word as he uses here—I Pursue, It
sounds strange to say, I persecute the prize of the on-
high calling, but you can see the meaning. How did
Paul persecute the Church? , Well, he did it very
thoroughly and he stood at nothing, he let nothing
get in his way. He went the whole way in persecution
and not only men, but women ; this thing related to
Jesusof Nazareth and had to go, lock, stock and barrel,
and he would not spare himself until this was done !
That is the spirit of Saul of Tarsus. He says, I bring
that spirit right over in relation to Christ. He uses the
same word. That is the spirit of the Overcomer,

nothing less than that will do-

. The Present Practical Value

1 must close here by coming to that which I sug-
gested just mow would come back to us before we
finished—the present practical value of this. It all
looks so luture, so heavenly, so bevond, but it is not.
Dear iriends, we should be very, very much the poorer
if all this in the New Testament through and by the
Apostle Paul was not there. I mean, how impoverished
we should be had we not got what Paul brought, what
the Lord has given us through that dear man. He

i — e ————— P 1L I 3

never knew it was going to be like that. He wrote
some letters out of his heart for some immediate local
or localised situations and needs, to help certail
people in certain places over certain present difh-
culties and problems. He never knew they were going
to be ** The Erpiistles of Paul **, lasting two thousand
years, read the world over, fed upon and building up

"the Church for which he had such a concern, and

bringing multitudes into greater fulnesses of Christ.
There it is, and it is all due to this attitude and what
he was prepared to pay in taking this attitude, of
being of this mind and this spirit. That is where the
practical thing is. If you are going to be an Over-
comer of this sort, if you are going with the Lord
aholly and utterly, to persecute in this thorough-going
way God's full end, to pursue it like this and pay the
price—do not do it with this motive and object—
there is undoubtedly going to be tremendous enrich-
ment of others, and the fact is, and it is a settled law,
that the enrichment of others can only come in this
way. Those who will not pay the price forfeit the
fruitfulness. The real values of Christ have come all .,
the way through the centuries through men aiter this
sort, men of this mind. You may sav that you are not
a Paul, you are not a great person in the Church. No,
but greatness is not measured by what you are in your- .
self. Your greatness and your value and your fruit-
[ulness will be according to the utterness of your ~
abandonment to God’s full thought. He will see to
the rest, and many will thank God that you paid the
price, that you suffered {or an utter way for the Lord,
that you counted not the cost too great. That is the
way of fruitfulness, and that is how it is that Paul has
been such an enniching factor, simply because of his
attitude, his spirit, because he carried this out. * One
thing... ”". Not a mau of divided interest, an iron in
every fire. ‘'] pursue the prize of the on-high calling
of God in Chrst Jesus . Because he so pursued,
saints have been enriched and helped, streng-
thened and made full in every age since. That is
possible, it is true. I{ you go the whole way and suffer
with the Lord for His {ull purpose, that in itself will be
the way of the enrichment of others, and that is where
the thing is so practical. It comes down out of the
ethereal, the merely visionary. You be out and out

‘for the Lord and many will get the benefit. And so,

as we have heen saying, by a remnant the whole
Church comes into blessing. The remnant satisfies
God and then the whole is benefitted because God is
satisfied.
The Lord make us of this spirit, of this kind.-
** One thing T pursue ",
T.A-S.
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““The Word pf God and the Testimony of Jesiss™

. The Testitmony of Jesus
The Word of God is a revelation which tegomes
embodied in a.peoplie, and that leads us immediately
to the seecond part of the phrase—' the testimony of
Jesus . What is the testimony of Jesus ? Well, it is
Christ in a people. It is not a people whe talk about
Christ, but it is a people in whem Christ reslly is
their life ; and the amazing thingas that the world
reund abeut us knews it. of them ean read us
likke besls. We nieed to be eareful what they read.
Paul says te the Ceritliitans '’ Ye are an epistle of
ERmtt"™. What ethers read is Christ. They de net
read us, they read Semeone else ; it is Chrst. It
dees net mean that people really think that er explain
it, but they are meeting semething that is net just
- gurselves. ' We are a sweet saveur 6f Christ wite
Geod, in them that are being saved, and in them that
are %@ﬁﬂ‘iiﬂ ; to the efie a saveur frem.death unte
death ; te the ether a saveur frem life unte life
én Cef. ii. 13-18). Oh, what a fieed to have a saveur,
@ have an effeet; ta eause a situation wherever yeu
ge ! The pathetic thing is that se many Chwislians
feve abeut and there 15 ne effect, neBedy is inter-
ested. 1 de fiet fmean that eur effect will be By what
we de sutwaralky. 1t will be the nature of elif mwardl
life. Am 1 livihg By the Lord Jesus or myself ? If
By mhyself, then all fhe time 1 am deing it fhereis ne
fpaét: If we are wreeked upen Him—ILord, yeu
st see e tREGUER ; 1t is Nt 1 thav/live Bt EHEst
iveth in me=it we simply trust and esunt en Him
for that; there i3 semething ha B@Hiﬂﬂg; The meahin
6f abiding iR Him is 6N %%\Eae.ﬁ, BaF this peint.
Where i yeuF life ? iR Him ? * And Rew 1 live in
Him /. Enrst sur life. The testimeny of jesus is the
embedirient i 2 pesple of the Iife of jedus:

(a) The Testimony Inwrought by the Word of God
Now we come back for a few minutes to the
explanation of how that happens. The Word of God
is very closely linked with this. It is no good our
just trying to be a testimony;, or wishing we were. It
will happen by our response to the Word of God,
what the Lord says to us primarily threugh His
Word. Oh, that there were a ministry ef the Word
bf Ged. that the Lord really speke fere in these
days, that when we went and heard the werd, we
, redllty heard Ged spealdng and knew the Lerd-had
speken te us, and there were issues arising. Hew easy
te go and hear what is ealled the werd ef Gedl and
mentally sum it up and say, That was geed, 6F, &
de net fike it. If thHe Lerd Himself steed in the midst
we eeuld net falk like that. . Everyihing hangs e
what the Lerd speaks t8 us. We Wwill never be in
the testimony of Jjesus witheut the Werd of Ged
inwretght in”euf fives, ebeyed, vielded {e.

(b) The Testimony Mgnifested by the Life of Jesus
*That Jeads me to this very urgent point—not only

as to salvation, but the Word of God will press with
us the matter of His Lordship. Only if we capitulate
to Him as absolute Lord shall we have any testi-
mony, and when up to the light that we have we
obey His Lordship, He will bring us to that other
» crisiis of the Cross where it is from henceforth going
to be only Christt; and if He brings us through
that and we say, Yes, Lord,, from now I want it to
be you and not myself, there will be terrific tests to
turn us back. No one can fight that battle for us :
we have all to go through alone over that. In your*
inner life, the acid test is coming. Do you go of,
with the Lord ? Well, when we have got through
and have said, Lord, whatever it means, all riightt!
somethiing breaks and sosmething is diowe im us,
unconsciously to ourselves ; but there begins to be a
release through us of His life, and that is the begin-
ning of the testimony of Jesus. It is in a people
in whom His life is released, and if you want to know
how His life is released, the Word of Gedl is very elear
—'* always bearing about in the bedy the dying of
Jesus, that the life also of Jesus may be mmanifested
in our boedy ** (11 Cax. iv, 10). What is the life of
Jesus ? Notice the word ’ Jesus °. 1t is the name of
His humanity, the name of His humility, the Lamb
of Godl. The life manifested will primarily and
.essentially be that life. 1t will not be something
terrific and terrifying. It will be the gentlemess, the
meekness, the letting go of the Lord Jesus. * Behold
the Lamb of God *. 1t will be something not aggres-
sive. ** Asalamb that is led to the slaughter, and as a
sheep that before its shearer is dumb ; yea, he opened
fot his mouth ** (Isa. liii. 7). ** When he was reviled,
he reviled not again ** (1 Pet. ii. 23). Does not that
test us out ? That is the acid test. The testimony of
Jesifs is the one thing that smashes the power of
Satan. Satan has no hold whatever where that is.
They were beheaded, they went out, the}’ died,
but * they lived and reigned a thousand years....
The rest of the dead lived not until the thousand
years should be finished ”* (Rev. xx. 4, §). * They
lived . Do you want to know how to live ? That
is the way, The Lord Jesus said, '’ Because 1 live,
y&* shall live ”* (John ~dv, 19) ; living by Him. So
of is a living testimony to & living Lord Who Is
Jesus ; the humanity and the humility of the Lord
Jesus being produced in our lives and having its
effect. We all know what a tremendous Impact
there s even on the le of the world if they meet
serneone who is breken 1n spifit. Yes, the testimony
of Jesus is His life, . ' ‘

{c) The Testimony Trimmmpirentt over Satan
I want to close with this : whether in an indiividiagl
or in a company the testimony of Jesus arouses all
the antagonism of hell. Satan wants to quench a
people in whom the Lord Jesus really is, and one
reason is this, that the name of Jesus is the name

8
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above every name. It is not only the name of His
humiliation, it is the name of His exaltation. ** Gow...
gave unto him the name which is above every name ;
that in the name of Jesus every knee should bow '
(Phil. i §-10). Where Jesus is in a people, Satan
has met his matech and been beaten. 1 think that is
what Paul meant when he gave us those triumphant
werds '' New thanks be unto God which always
eauseth us te triumph in Christ ~ (1) Cor. ii. i4).
Wherever he wenit, he was in victor). Satan was
beaten even befere he got there. i::ul knew that, as
he kept in Christ, it was certain victory in every
place.” There is ne defeat in Chiist, there is enly
defeat when we leave our place in Christ and ceme
*dewn to eurselves, Abiding in Him, it is all vietor}.
Paul had learnt the seeret of where his strength lay ;
jt was in his Lord. Satan knew it; so before the
Apestle eame into a plaee, there was an uprear ready
fer him. Satan ereates a let of neise and upset, but
let s learn te keep hidden and abiding and it is
vietery all the tirne. 1 think the wendefful earthly
life of the Lord Jesus is sueh a trernendeus testimeny
te that. When the sterm was figiﬂg, He was asleep
en a pillew, and when they all get se werked up.
He: said, '’ O ye of little faith . Den't yeu knew that
nething ean ge wreng when 1 am here ? 1 ean even
afferd to be asleep and it is all right. The Lerd may
seern asleep iR your eirelmsiances. He is net eareless
But He seems te Be uninterested; and eur seul Jife
Begins 8 %et stirred Up ; Bt iR Him is eur peaee
4N sur tHUMPR and eyF teslimeRy, the testimony of
i%u& _The Lord is w&mmg to preduee individuvals,
s2iRts tegether, whe are af ;m@gﬁei against the
pwer of the ehemy al] the timr Because they have
gafned o receive fhe Werd of Godl s8 that it werks
effectually in them. This wenderful Werd of Ged is
Hseless & %%B 83 you Bave fauRd iR experience what
it Meaps, it1 fof 108 1R yol: WE must ge very
EaFellNly Of We SHaH Be 118 éase le ot w@e_ Bayl
?l,PEE S WHB Haf E.’é% \ ?F 8 &od tully,
sé 1t 0d trade With if. 1% is10F Us 18 s3y, £oFd, make

that word true in me ; then the Lord begins to deal
with us to make it true in'us. If He dries us up
from talking about things for a time, it is very good,
because it is far more important for Him to do things
in us and make them true than it is for us to be
able to talk about them.

(d) The Testimony mmdFamtf 1::hrough the'Obedience ot
al

That is a brief and inadequate summing up of
those tremendous expressions, but 1 believe that in
them is a key to what is Godl's counter to the days in
which we live. 1t is obediience to the revealed will of
God that makes us a testimomy. I find so many
people saying that so and so may be God's thought
but to-day things are so difficult, you cannot have
anything like the Word of God now because it is too
diffieult ; and therein is the difference between an
overcomer and one who is not. 1 remember speakin
to a servant of the Lord a few years ago. He said,
Brother, it does not matter whether a thing is impes-
sible. Does God say it ? 1t is all impossible, guite
impossible ; if you start looking at winds and waves,
you will never get through. It is just that He says it.
" Whatsoever he saith unto you, do it . Lerd, if
that Is what you are after, a people joined to the Lerd
and to ene anether in life, 1 am with Yeu ; with Yeu
for Yeur full theught in a day when all is in a staies’ of
eollapse. Lerd, 1 de net mind what things leek like.
I want te be with Yeu for what Yeuw want. That is
the attitude of the evereomer—''they leved net
their life even unte death "' : a eestly, but a tHum-
phant way. 1t is these whe held the testimeny, whe
efmbedy the testimeny, whe reign with Him. Eﬁ%iﬁe
Lord thalke us these whe, in these diffisult days,
respend te everything He says i8 us and are vé
hyﬁgrty for mere, and whe, Wwhen He says 2 thing,
vield {8 it and trist Him to make it tFue 1n s ; and
then the life will be manifested and the Lerd will
have 1D measure, and we tryst in inereasing measure,
that esunter ig Satan's werkin these days: C.JB.H.

** As long as Eph. vi. 16-iS remaims im the Bible, we must be

for serious warfars—' And hbaving

done all, to stand *. We must fight through, and then stand victorious on the battle-field.

Is not this another secret of many unanswered prayers—that they are not fought through » If the result
is not seen as soon as expected, Chilstizns are apt-to lose heart, and if it is still longer delayed to abandon it
altogetir. Youw know the name they give to places in England when the building (or whatever it is) is aban-
doned when only half completed—So and so’s * Folly . 1 wonder whether some of our prayers do not deserve
the same stigma. Think of Wembley Tower : 1 have never examined it closely, but from a distance it Jooks
as if a good beginning had been made. Luke xiv. 28-30 applies to prayers as well as towers. We must count
the cost before praying the prayer of faith. We must be willing to pay the price. We must mean business.
We must set ourselves io * see things through ' (Epth. vi. 18, " In all perseverance *). Our natural strength will
fail: and herein lies the necessity for a divinely-given faith. We can then rest back in-the Everkastiry Axems
and renew eur strength continually, We can then rest as well as wrestle. 1n this eonflict-prayer, after the
definite exersise of faith, there is no need to ask the same thing again and again. 1t seems t6 me inconsistent
to do s6. Under these eireurmsiances, 1 would say let prayer take the following forms :

(8) A firm standing om Geaflgivenserouddaadd: a cosstant: ssseriborobi faitha adce I imivig g bfvvdcoory .

(b) A definite fighting and resisting @fSatan \smoshnin b Name Iof Kiwist] 1ikikeotoezraparasaages i Gipipuitere,
such as 1 John iii. §, or Rev. xli, i in prayer, as direct weapons against Satan.

(c) Praying threughc ceet\agpeettodft leenmatéenrinddesall ",

FHsIK 0® FLESMIAANTD .



Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 24 - Searchable

The Way of Spiritual Growth

Before we can or will consider the laws of spiritual
growth, we need to have a real concern for that
growth There must be in us a strong sense of its

v&oﬂaﬂce and. necessity. We must realise in a
g way that

t. The measure of oqr ultimate satisfaction to the

Lord will be the measure of the fulness of Christ,

2. The measure of our value to others will depend

entirely upon our own spiritual measure : not

merely upon what we believe, or think, or say.

3 The measure of our own joy and satisfaction

will be according to what fulness of Christ we
know and live in.
Because these three things constitute the whole
nature of, and reason for, our being called * into the
fellowship of His (Ged's) Son *', the New Testament
is ninety per cent, occupied with the growth and
maturity of believers.

As there are definite laws of growth in the physical
and mental man, so there are in that of the ** imwandi
mam **. Some of these are qulte obvious, such as
proper and suitable food, pure'air, regular exercise,
and systematic self-discipline. To violate or meglect
any of these laws of body and mind is to arrest
development, limit capacity, and open the door to
adverse and destructive elements,

There are corresponding laws—the counterpart of
the above—in the spiritual life, with similar effects for
good or ill in observance or neglect. We are not
taking up these particular factors here, but are speci-
fying three other—although related—laws of spiritual
growth. The first of these is

That Unattractive Thing—-—@hadim
No one naturallly likes that word. It is unpleasant
from infancy onward. Its very essence seems to imply
the presence of—at least—a peril of diisobedience,
and the universal natural dislike of it more than
implies—it proves—the presence*of a wish to be free

from any obligation or law, Yes, that primeval meevoil,

and bregk from God whiech was the beginning of
actual sin has entered as the Serpent’s poison into
the very bleed-stream of the entire creafion, and the
vely mentien ef ebedienee stirs a seeret dislike, if net
resentthent.

It would take too much space to show how, through
all time, the one thing which has been God's supreme
obstacle to man'’s relationship with Himself has been
this inherent disobedience as the active expression of
Auticdief. On the other hand, it would take volumes
"to shew fully hew every fovement into fellowship
with Ged in Hi§ gfeat purpeses has been based upon
a demanded obedience of faith ; a test, a challenge
and a eenfliet issuing in a willing capitulation to the
Divine will in seme peneral of particular direction.
Here, our enly intention is to point out and emphasise
the faet that there is ne pessibility of the slightest
true and genuine spiritual pregress and grewth beyond
the peint where light received, the Lerd shewing
His mind, hes met hed & defimite nespense il practieal

obedience. Time does not change this, and no matter
bow long we go on or, imagine that the matter is
passed over, when at length the real question of
approval for particulem usefulness arises, we shall
be brought right back to the hindrance of that re-
served obedience. It is like the presence and secret
working of some injury in the physical system which
flares up when a particular demand is made years
after. God does not live in time. All past and future
is present with Him.

But there is a realm of obedience which is not law
but love, and love transforms the unlovely to delight.
Hence the Apostle Paul, in calling for an obediame®
which would make possible a .spinituall enlargement,
puts the matter on the basis of love, and then gives
the supreme Example of the obedience of love. * Lett
this mind be in you which was also in Christ, whe...
became obedient ** (Phil. ii. §). It is those whose lOVe
for the Lord leads to swift actions in relation to light
received, who make swift progress, and are seen 1o
grow up in beauty before the Lord. Omn the other
hand, those who are careless or rebellious when the
Lord has spoken, and tardy in r Faglfeal
response—are marked by repeated defeats, reeurrent
bouts of spiritual cloudiness, and iﬁﬂbimty te fheet
an emergency demand when it arises. Too sften this

‘lack of obedience, or positive disobedience, is due t6

its origin in Satan—Pride,
The second thing to be mentioned here is

That Unrecognised Thing—Adjustableness

One of the most common causes of spirituell stulti-
fication-its fifieddesss. Ittiss prauliazhycormemn iin thwe
realm where Christian truth has been reduced to a
fixed form, ordler, system, and creed. The doctrines of
Olimwmity are such and such; so many. The
accepted and established ideas of Chwistlan service
and methods are so-and-so. Peter had his fixed
position as to Jews and Gemtiles, and, beeause of it,
came perileusly near missing the lafgef purpese ef
Ged, and gfes‘eﬁted the Lerd with a real battle-
ground in his Chistianity. 1t has se very largel
resolved itself inte a finality eirpeeFition, WHIER rest
ifl 8 elosed deer to fuller revelstien as te What Ged

mesns By His werd. The faet is, that @8&'93134 glves
He eaeugh m te gt us ie take the Rext st Bui
wheafaw has eat& HW@&F@HH% 2y

mé% H§§8§%‘H ﬁ‘%{ ﬁgge mere Wﬁ‘§ meam {st mhﬁsg
§€FV €§ ?W@h% i Eieﬂg

FBFH sgret Ei iﬂ {%8}{

WSFS §F§@HI8 ﬁ‘V@ ES% ?FE és %ﬂé
@F@ was sgrmething fHBFS el B@F

sr maﬂ { ey thetght:

Can anyone rwlly dispute that full light very often
means a sheddmg of things and ideas that we togsht
were of God ? Is it not true that, as we go om, we fimil
that certain leadings of the Lord were tactical,
intended to get us to & certain place where alone we
could learn of a greater necessity ? There is very
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much of this kind of thing in relation to both doctrine,
practice, and service—its natwre and ways, and while
Divine primeiplies will never change to all eternity,
the clothing of those principlles may vary and change
with both dispensations and generations and stages
of our own lives.

In all this—while Truth remains unalterable—the
only way to grow is to be adjustable and not static
anc? firetl. Do your religious traditions bind you in
such a8 way that'you are not free to move with God
It Hesees this to be so, He may not give you the light
necessary t5 enlargement. But if He sees “that,
although you may be in a compendivediyfdidecppsiitvon,
your heart s really set on His fulness at any cost, He
may present you with light which will test your
adjustableness severely. See the case of the disciples
of John the Baptist transferrimg their discipleship to
Christ. See the case 6f Peter and what' happened
in the here of Cornelius. See also the case of Apollos
iR Aets xviii. 24-38 ; as alse the disciples mentioned
earlier in that ehapter.

Our third principle of growth is

That Crisic Point of Committal

Very often the- whole mounting avalanche of
Divine working in our lives—an avalanche built up as
silently and slowly as the added snowflakes in the
Alps—just waits to move with power and overwhelm-
ing for that final—yet all-inclusive—act of committal.
W weitt; we tiionk " “wrieatlls, contempllete, anelyss, gp
round-and-round ; we reason and argue ; we recog-
nise that there is nothing else for it, and even say
so; we even come to the point when the matter is
settled in our conviction and acceptance, and we think

that we are over the hedge, but nothing happens,
nothing eventuates. Why is it ? The Lord knows
more than we do about the deceitfulimess of our hearts.
A covenant has two sides, and in the Old Testament
two sacrifices were connected with a covenamt; one
representing God, the other the offerer ; butfii waege
Killed and the two parties to the covenant were
represented as passing between the two (See Abrahar
in Gen. xv.). There has to be a slaying of semethin
om owr side! In other words, God is walting uRti
we have burned our boats behind us. Theugh we may
have approached the shore of His will and way fer us,
there will be nothing from God’s side while etr beats
are just left on the shore so that, if things den't ge
quite as we expect, we still can retrest. That beat
is an evidence of doubt or reservation. 1t must be
burned, so that—whatever the conseguRie=\We have
no alternatives.

The young believer will not grow unless be or she
makes a committal in testimony, so letting others
know where they stand. The law holds good in every
stage-of development and progress. If poliey governs,
or fear, or how such a step will affect our rospeets, oF
any consideration which conflicts with what we knew
in bur deepest hearts is the way indicated for us—
for us—those things are boats or bridges representing
a false ** Salety-first * policy. As when the blestin
lambs preserved by Saul—the finger of Ged Wiﬁ
point to them and say, What mean theose beats ?
God will wait for the fall and final eapitulatien
without a reservation, and to defer ‘'is enly to Be
involved in confusion, and either beeoming a misfit,
having missed God's first, best, or lesing eut alie:
getm’ ) T. ?\:5.
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Revelation

*1 thee, @ Father, Lord of heaven and
earth, because thou hast hid these things from the
wise and prudent, and hast revedlelittierm untwbadiess'"*
—Matt, xi: 25.

** Blessed am thou; Simon Bar-Jona : for flesh and
blood hath not rewedbaditt untto theeg, Huit myy Fattiesr
which is in heaven.”"—Miatt, xvi: 17.

* Howbeit when he, the Spirit of trutin, is come,
he will guide you into all truth : for he shall not
speak of himselff; but whatsoever he shall hear,
that shall he speak: and he will shewt'vouuthitiggs
to come. He shall elorifv me : for he shall receive
of mine, and shall shew it unto vou.''—John xvi:
13, 14

Revelation
It is clear from the Scriptures qu C{N oted (and many

others which are to be found in the Word of Godi) that
revelation by the Spirit of God is the means and
method by which, Immvm are

within the sphere of man's activities. Revelation is a
making knowwmn; unfolding ; shewing or bringing
into view hidden spiritual things. °** Eye hath, not
seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the
heart of man, the things which God hath prepared
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and Faith

amy man should boast ** (Epln.iii: 8, §). It is one of
the subtle tactics of Satan to get believers to speak
of * their ** faith as being the cause of Jsmowledge
amt] experience, and thus be led into spirituall pride
andl ultimate downfall. Comstant recognition that
all we have and are is based upon the matchless
Grace of God|, will preserve us in humility and bring
glory to the Lord. * He that glorieth, let him glery
in the Lord " (f Car.i: 3$t).

For us, to-day, the Inspiied Word of Gadl is the
completed Comtainer of Divine Revelation of Truth
from which the Holy Spirit takes the manifold
aspects of truth, amtl makes them known to the seeking
soul, thus, revealing Christ Himself, who is Truth.
** The holy , which are able to make thee
wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ
Jesus ** (2 Timm.. id: 15). ** He (the Spirit) will guide
you into all truth ** (John xvii: 13). * Thy word is
truttn® (John xwvii: 17). *'1 am the trutih™ (John
xiw: 6). ** Whereof I am made a minister . . . to fulfil
(complete) the word of God ** (Call. i: 25).

Beloved, being very conscious of the spiritual dark-
ness and ignorance all around us in these last days,
how we desire to emphasise the need of continually
seeking for, and then testifying to, the revelation of
truth in Christ, so that men and women may not only

for them that love him. But God hath reveriletizAbem be saved, but that we, as the Lord’s people, may be

unto us by his Spisit ” (1 Cor.ii: §, 19).

In that well-known passage of Scripture in the
sixteenth chapter of St. Matthew already gquoted, we
have the method demonstrated in a four-fold aspect,
andl which is basic to every Divine operation of the
Godhead with man.

(2) Source of Revelation (God the Father).

* My Father... ™ v. 1.

(b) Subjeat of Revelation (God the Son).

* Thou art the Chwiist, the Sen of the living
God!’' v. 16.

() Agent of Revelation (God the Holy Spirit).

** Flesh and blood hath nmot revealed itt... .*

v. 17.
" He (%piﬁrt) will shew e things.* Johm 16 :

@ 6%?1 %ag‘ﬁg%@sm Esﬂgsv g _—

{a%& ) \/%%\Eﬁ sm %&8 ¥ By his

Impartatlon

It is clear from what has been briefly said, that we
should first of all praise God for His grace and mercy
in condescending to reveal Himself to man at all.
" Wihet is man, that thou art mindful of him ? and
the son of man, that thou visitest him ?** Whatever
degree of Divine blessing and understanding we may
be enjoying to-dav, we cannot even boast in " our
faith ** as the root cause of participation. * For by
grece are ye saved through faith ; and that not of
yourselves : it is the gift of God : not of works, lest

Jedl into deeper experiences of holiness and love
together, and be brought into a fuller revelation of
our place in the corporate eternal purpose of God.
" Mtehilgg mention of you in my 5, that the
Godl of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory,
may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation
in the knowledge of him, the eyes of your under-
standing being enlightened ; that ye may know what
is the hope of his calling, and what the nches of the
glory of his inheritance in the saimtss...” (Epin.i:
16-18). ** Seek, and ye shall find (Luke xi: 9).

Identification

Although God in His love and grace may unfold
from the Word, by His Spirit, some aspect of His,
purpose towards us, either individuzlly or corpor-
atel) as a body, there must of necessit be an identi-
fieation with it on our part through the °* obedience
of faith  (Rom. xvi: 26).

The REWEBLATION OF TRUTH ITSELF
CREATES FAITH IN US TO BELIEVE IT.. In
the love, grace, mercy and creative power of Almighty
God, the very life and understanding of what is con-
tained in that particultar resedlertion off thutthim Ciriss,
is placed right in our waiting hearts and spirits by the
Helv Spirit. 1t is only left to the responsivensss off
euir heart and will in obedience, no matter what the
€ost, for the life, nature and character of that truth
io be eonceived within us and bring us, through
faith's identification, right into participation of all
its blessing and r. * Faith is the substance of
thingeMYi)peel for™ (Heb. xi: 1).

(contimuetiimside Fomhtcommr)
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k1
t

(aonlmucd from page 8) : L o ' R
Expression + there will be the evidence of Christian love towards
We must not forget that faith is also ** the cvidence all and that absence of the self-life. If it is our calling
of things not seen.” It is not sufficient for us to enter on high, unity in spirit and in truth will be the key—
into personal,” happy experiences on the ground of note of our every endeavour,
truth faithfully received and enjoyed. Such faith The need of the hour is—revelation | At the same
must produce works.in harmony to the truth it is time, may our prayer be, “ l.ord, increase our faith *’
identified with. If it is salvation, the effect will be a {_Luke xvii: 5). Amen.
clean-cut separation from the world. lfl holiness, i C.H. M.

Editor’s. Letter

13, Honor Oak Road, v
'3 London, 5.E.23.

BeLovep oF Gobp,
As we move into another year we do so on a note of hope and assurance, 1t is wonder[ ul how the words
given us from year to year, as our message for each, have proved to be ]uqt what the vear needed. For instance,
how very true to experience, {ar beyond the usual, has been the word for 1945. " Thy faith{ulness reacheth
unto the skies '’. With the end of the major wars and the steady reopening of communications, we have heard 1
* from so many long-cut-oﬂ brothers and sisters of the unfailing faithfulness of the Lord thmugh vears of very
great suffering. Not only so, but those who have returned to us from captivity and exile have been able to .
tell the story so much more fully ; and what a story it is | Truly the six years can be crowned with this testi- /-
mony ; but we did not know, when the word for that year was given in the later months of 1944, that 1945
would see the suspending of the war, i
A:ud now we inscribe on our banner for 1946 i

1 WILL DO BETTER...THAN AT YOUR BEGIN’\IINGS .
.. " A LATTER END AND A HOPE "

: and we beheve that this a.lso is a God ~-given word, How it will be fulﬁlled we do not know, but. what it says .ﬁ' .
" to our hearts is, that the faitbfulness of the Lord over these past years, and over all the years of our relation.’i§ '
ship with Him, means that the end will not be disappointment. The end will be glory, not shame ; {ulfilment,’’
.not frustratmn _triumph, not defeat. Our God is so often called ** The God of Hope ™ ; as such He neverT
despairs, never g1ves up; He never accepts a verdict of hopelessness. He always bas a way of reaching His 1
"end ; and so long as any beart will trust Him, no sitnation is impossible. It is the end which governs all ; ¢ ': :
and we rmust not talk of énds until God says it is the end. ** Hope at thy latterend " or ** An end and a hope "', *% -
is His word to us. We shall often be sorely tempted to believe that an apparently hopeless situation is the end, e .‘ '
but we shall have to lay hold of the God of Hope and simply say—This cannot be the end while God still
remams | Paul once said that he despaired of life and had the sentence of death in himself ; but he added, ™
** that we should trust...in God who raiseth the dead'*. What a lot bangs upon that '* that L ; it speaks of By
definite intention and purpose ; and it indicates the result of investigation of the object of sufiering. The e.nd
with God is not death, but life. The history, and, indeed, the very purpase of the Church in this dispensation,: g} :
is that of manifesting the fact of Christ’s conquest of death and when e speak of the Church, we mean the Iv
. individuals who wvitally constitute it. Death is not alone a physxcal matter but a spirit and a spiritual power,
- which brings about a discontinuance of vitalactivity and useful service.. It can fll the atmosphere and come ‘3"’
down like a cloud, stifling prayer and praise, and partalysing the soul. It can make the body heavy and listless
without any ailment being present, giving the symptoms of illness when no illness exists. But, of course, there'f
can be a real spiritua) issue bound up with actual sickness and assault ppon the body. The New Testament.#;
is full of definite statements and clear indications that the object of the great Adversary is in some way tofi;g
kill and bring what is of Christ to an end. But we have the fact of Christ’s resurrection to count upon as an %

abiding spiritual power for the very purpose of securing a triumphant issue to every assault and onslaught; o

Thus, in a thousand instances in this life, and in an all-inclusive issue at the end of our course here, that which Pﬂﬂ
betokenq God is *“ Some better thing ', ** An end and a hope “, ' Better than at your beginnings’

Well, ghose are our words for 1946 As we have said, we do not now know all that the Lord means bv T
them, but we shall see. In the meanfime, beloved, let us ask for faith to reach through to God's " end . May ,
‘the year be one of enlargement upwa.rd -and victory all along. This is 1hy prayer for you. [

yoe Yours in the bonds of His love and serv ice, L

L' K
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“One New Man”

1

The Revelation of Christ
READING: Gall.i. 15-16; Eph.ii. 1§-16; iv. 1§-16,
24 ; Call. iii. 10.

The phrase which 1 feel is to engage us af this tame
is that in Eph. ii. 15— one new man ™. But before
we speak about that specifically, there is & word which
must lead to itt.

The question that is exercising many hearts to-day
is that which relates to the need, the gnesstt mesd), fiara
recovery of the originzl freshmess, vitality and power
of Cimistizmity. Mamy are comcernmed wiith this matter.
How can that original freshness, vitality and power be
recovered amongst the Lord's people ? it is in seeking
to answer that question, at least im partt, that 1 think
we should find some profit. But we must, of course,
ask why it is that that freshness and vitality is lecik-
ing. What is the reason for its absence ? What is it
that accounts for the present state of things which is
so different from what it was at the beginning ? Do
you nett think, dear friends, that, while the answer
may be a very much wider one, it can be answered im
this way, that the present vitiated state of things
spirituallly in Chmistianity is so largely due to the fact
that Chmistizmity has become almost entirely a tradii=
tion, a fixed system, a system of doctrine amdl obf
practice crystallized amdl formed aundl presented as
; something from the outside to be accepted, adippted,
* amd conformed to. Climisstiomity hess taken a fixed
shape, It is am *iit";, anddyouuaeecdlted upmmn to
accept that *"it ** which is Christianity. When we
have recognized that, 1 think we have go't really to the
heart of the matter, becaust im the beginning and in
principle throughout the Niewv Testament everything
was & mattes of a living inward revelation of a Per-
son ; for whenever God has moved to take some fresh
step im rekation to Hiiis purpose, Hiikss comprehensive
purpose, Hie has always done so by giving a mew
revelation im am inward way.

33

A Revelation of the Lord the Way of Progress

It was a great step in that purpose of God when He
brought Abraham into fellowship with Himself. ** The
God of glory appeared unto oum father Abraham *
(Acts vii. 2), and that is only saying im other words,
' it pleased Godl to rexadl..” Im primciple itt was a
revelation that came to Abraham of the God of glory.
It was that revelation of the Gaad of glory that
emancipated Abraham and resulted im all that came
in and through Abraham as a link in the chain of God's
eternal purpose.

It was true of Miases : and Moses represents another
step on the part of God, a fresh movement in His pur-
pose. God appeared unto Mioses in the burming bush.
He samv the Lord ; he hadl a vision of the Lord;
that meant everything to him. 1 think we should
not be wrong in saying that many times in the life of
Mioses when pressed hard, under stress, in temptation,
trial, suffering and adversit}:, im the difficulties of the
way;, he called back that oniginal vision. He called to
mind that day when he saw the Lord im the flaem of
the bush. The Lord appeared unto him. Itwas
something which remained im his history as basic.
He would say, On that day J>sow tifee Lord, I| came
inte living touch with the Lord, it pleased God to
reveal Himself to me !

So we might go on with ome affisr avatier aod findi
it true in event: case. Isaiah will say, **1saw the Lord
high amd lifted wp, and hiis train filled the temple '
(Isa. vi. 19).

It was true im the New Testsaneartt. Thieediésijiiéss
had to base everything upon the forty days after tthe
resurrection—"" We have seen the Lord *. That is
what the Lord meant by it. Hie appeared after iHis
resurrection by the sypare offftotty diays avd tiry sy,
but in another way;, ina spiritual way, in a way in which
they hadl never seen Him before. 1t was in aliving way:-

Paul certainly based his whole history upen this ;
* it pleased-God 1 nexel hiis Son imme. He could
say, 1 saw the Lord.
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And that was not only true as one tremendous thing
at the beginning of the life of each of these. 1t was
something which in principle was repeated again and
again in order to get fresh developments, fresh ad-
vances. Peter had seen Him alive after the Cross by
the s%ace of forty days. He had seen Him in that way,
but there was still need for Peter to move of, and so
he saw the Lerd again,in eonnection with Cerfielius
and the inelusien of the Gentiles. He saw the Lerd
agaif, and that fresh seeing of the Lerd emaneipated
hifm serne mere frem the eld traditienal pesitien, the
eld legal bendage, frem the earthly and the merely
histerieal, frem lnewing after the fiegh. He saw ; and
we khew what happened. When He saw he esuld net
help himself. 1t was ne use aF wﬂgﬁ He went 4p 18

eriisalel and thel eentended with Rim, they dis

bied with Rim, theéy ealled Rim o question gver this

atter of going in 6 the Gentiles: He, in effect, says,
1 have seenl, 1 cannet help myself; 1 saw apd what am
110 88 ¥ When 2 man sees, he eannet Relp Rimsell.
He is simply emaneipated By what he sees; if He sees
in the Hght way.

When the Lord would make that fresh tremendous
movement with the Gospel into Europe, He did it by
showing something. Paul saw a man of Macedonia,
and that man said, ** Come over into Macedonia and
help us **, and although Paul had essayed to go into
Bitlrynia and sought to preach the Word in Asia, the
Lord said, No, and then showed him a man of Mace-
donia (Acts. xvi. 6-i0). Paul could have summed it
all up in this way—The might}’ movement of Gadlimto
Europe with the Gospel was by a new divinely given
vislon ; 1 saw and 1 went. The way of advanece was
the way of the heaverily vision ; the way of develep-
mefit was the way of new revelatien ; the way en in
the purpese eof was by having the inner eye
opened to see. Net efiee ner twiee, but whenever

d wanis te meve en, He epens the eye anew. '’ 1t
pleased Ged to reveal his Sen in e "—that is the
fineiple all the way aleng. 1t has ever been e ; a
iving revelatien, the eyes of the heart being en-
lightened, But a revelatien ef Chyist. '’ 1f pleased
ed to reveal..." That is the epening ef the iffer eye,
the eye of the Hear, e understanding:

Not Things, hut Churist

** 1t pleased Gadl to revesl His Som "—that is the
comprehensive object. In Him all the purposes and
ways and intentions of God are gathered up. God des
not show things to His people, He shows His Son. He
does not show truths ; with Ged no one truih is an
abstract thing. 1t is persongl. Chviitiiamity has be-
come a system of abstract truths, the truths of the
Gospel. God ever presents His Sen, and the truths in
relation to a living Persen, never out of sueh relatien.
It we see the Lord by the revelation of the Hely
Spirit, we have seen everyihing relaied te our salva-
tion, related to our sanetifieation, related te eur
voeatien, and related to eur plerifieatien. 1t is all in
seeing Christ. The resevery of the eriginal ypiritual
vitality and freshness and pewer will enly eerie aleng

0

this line—a new revelation in an inward way, in a
living.way, of the significance of the Lord Jesus. That
means much more than it sounds in a staiement,
because there is nothing of significance beside Him.
The very significance of this universe is centred in
God’s Son. “ AHi things have been created through
him and unto him ** (Col. i. 16); He is the significance
of all things. All time has its significance in Him—
' He is before all things ** (Coll. 1. i%). To see the
mearning of the Lord Jesus is to be out of everything
earthbound, timebound, fketitwundl. You eannet see
the Lord Jesus and be limited to any ef the things ef
this old ereation.

We have mentioned some of those who saw, and
you observe what happened. When they saw, they
were soon outt; out with God, free with God. Nothing
in this world would have extricated Saul of Tarsus
from his Jewish history, his Pharisaical bondage, his
legal strait-jackett, from his very blood as of a son of
Israell; nothing ! But he saw Christ, God’s Son, and
that did it. It is a mistake to talk to people about
this and that and the other thing from which they
should escape and ** come out ', and so on. You can
get things done like that and just get a Chriktianity of
a systematised order impeosed. Peeple embraee it and
becorne adherents to it and believe in it in a way, but
you de net get the freshness, the vitality and the
power that was there at the beginning. That eefnes
when peeple are in a pesition te say, 1 see ; it pleased
God to reveal His Sen in fe, 1 Rave seeq, 1 eannet
help myself; 1 am beund to take sueh and sueh a
eeurse beeause 1 have seen 1

You can see how hidebound Peter was—"* Not so,
Lord : for nothing common or unclean hath ever
entered into my mouth ** (Acts xi. §). Not so, Lord !
If you and 1 see Chwist, the things which are religious
impossible with us will become actualities, and reli-
gious impossibilities are much stronger than human
impossibilities.

To-day the need is not primarily for the recovary of
doctrine and truth. There may be a need in a large
area for the restoration of fundamental truth and
doctrine to its right place, but when you have it, when
you have exact doctrine, you have no assurance of
having life. 1t is possible to be exact and correet in
your doctrine and to be perfectly dead. Whatever
may be the fieed of the recovery of lost truth, theneed
over all, greater than all, is the recover)” of spiritual
revelation as to the Lord Jesus, to see Him anew.

A Revelation of Christ Corporate

That can lead on to what is bound up with the
fragment of the Word which is before us—" one new
man . You can see from these Scriptures that there
is a double, two-sided, major revelation of Christ
comprehended by the New Testamentt; it came by
revelation. Firstly, there is the revelation of Him
personally, Christ per: , the Son of: God ; and
then following that, by revelation again, Christ cor-
porately, not as twe things but two sides of one, so
frueh so that the seeond is spoken of as ** the Christ
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(I Cor.xii. 12&r)). This word * mzam ' is acollective term
and is gathered up into the one Christ. Here is the
statement—™ have put on the new man..where there
cannot be ' this and that and the other thing ’ but
Christ is all, and in alll™ (Cell. {ii. 16-1). e new
man where Christ is all and in all.

You notice the significance of Eph. iv. 26 : it is
worth looking- at closely. * Ye did not so learn
Christ." It does not say learn about Christ, but learn
Christ. ** If so be that ye heard him, and were taught
in him, even as truth is in Jesus : that ye put away...
the old man...and that ye be renewed in the spirit of
yeur mind, and put on the new man.” So learn Christ
that ye put off the old man and put o the new man,
béi'fﬁil% renewed in the spirit of yeur mind. That is
werth thinking abeut—te learn Christ is to do some-
thing, s to result in something, and that semething Is
that if you have learned Christ, you have put off the
old man. If you have learned Christ, you have put on
the new man. To learn Christ is to see and embrace an
entirely new order of man. That is the significance of
Christ. 1t is this—a new and different ldnd ef man
has been intredueed by Ged inte this universe, and
He is the objeet of all spiritual eduyeation. *’ Se learned
Chrst . 11 is a praetieal thing, it is et an acaderie
thing, it is net a thing at alll; it is a Persen, and your
way ef learning that Persen is net ebervatien and
ifnitatien. Yeur way ef learning is the exehange ef
semething for Him, an old man for 8 new.

Have we seen that new man ? Have we rezlly seen
Christ and the tremendous difference that there is
between Him and every other creation ? Is that being
brought home to us in an inward way, that we are
altogetiar different naturallly from Christ, that He
is utterly different from ourselves ? ** Renewed in the
spirit of your mind **; that we ** should walk in new-
ness of life ** (Rom. vi. 4); that we should * serve in
newness of the spirit ** (Rom. vii. 6). It is all newness
and all different, all other. To see that difference is the
way of recovering the vitality, freshness, and power of
seeing with ever-growing vision what Christ is. He is
the first and type of a new family. .The Holy Spirit
has come to generate after' the order of Christ a naw
type. The life in the Spirit is the progressive con-
formity to the image of God’s Son, and the consum-
mation of that life is the revelation of the sons of God,
a different order sltogether.

Dear friends, if we could recognize it, the explana-
tion of everything in this world is bound up with that.
What is the explanation of the present world up-
heaval and travail ? Well of course, this is only a
development of things that have been going on all the
way through the centuries, but what is the explana-
tion ? There is no doubt that this world is plagued ;
it is plagued by war, it is plagued by tumuh, it is
plagued, plagued all the way through. And who has
plagued it ? God has plagued it. And why has God
plagued it ? Because it is the kingdom of Satan and
as God continually plagued Egypt until Egypt dis-
gorged His son, so God has plagued this great king-
dom of Satan until the sons of God are secured. Then

»

B

‘' the creattion itself also shalll be delivered from the
bondage of corruption* (Rom. viii. 21). An ex-
planation of this world's trouble and travail is this,
that there is a corporate sonship within this kingderm,
and until this Pharaoh's overthrow is made geed this
world will be plagued. ** The whole creation greaneth
and travaileth in pain waiting for the manifestatien,
(the apocalypse, the revelation) of the sons of God.”
(Rom. viii. 22, 19). Yes, this is the explanation.

Well, how does that affect us ? It brings us right
back here. Our primary concern is not to get better
conditions in this world, to get peace and a new order
here on thjs earth. God knows we long for wars to
cease and conditions to be changed, but that is not
our primary concern. Our primary concemn is this
question of sonship, this question of getting out of
the nations the people for His Name, getting out of
this kingdom that new family, getting that Christ-
order completed. That relates to ourselves. We have
to see to it that we are bent upon this matter, that
this Christ-order, this Christ-kind, this Christ-nature,
this E jes into which we have been brought
by regeneration by the Holy Spirit is brought te:ger-
fection In ourselves, that we are being conformed to
the image of that Son, that we are growing up into
Him in all things Who is the Head, even Christ, that
we are making Increase spirituallly after that order.
But it is a eorporate thing. Our business is the eom-
pleting of the Christ order in a corperate way In the
Chureh whieh is His Bedy, and beyond that the
bringing in frem the nations of these whe are eventu-
ally to make full that Bed)* afid be the fulhess ef Him
that fileth all in all.

You see, dear friends, that the New Testament has
one object in view, only one object, and that is the
completion of this Body and its ultimate emancipa-
tion. It begins with evangelism, but evangelism is
not a thing in itself. When the gifts are given by the
ascended Lor and prophets, evangelists,
pastors and teachers, they are all related to one thing,
they are all centred in one thing. They are not things
in themselves. * Unto the building up of the body of
Christ . That is the issue of all and of each, but
evangelisn has been made something in itself, de-
tached and unrelated. Those who are taken up with
it very often have no interest beyond that. It is some-
thing in itself. Evangelize, evangelize, get souls saved,
that is all that matters ! But it is related to a centre.
There are those who are teachers and their whole
interest is in teaching, and it becomes a thing in
itselff, teaching, teaching, teaching. The poor people
are fed and taught, taught and fed, but it is something
gelng reund in a circle. Teaching is to the building up
of the Bedy. The teacher, the evangelist, the prophet,
are all eentred in one thing—the building up of the
Body. That Body Is God's end. The evangelist to
bring in, the teacher to build up, instruct ; everything
is to one end, and that is the Christ corporately ex-
pressed and ultimately universally manifestzd in that
Body. Let me say again how needful it is for us to get
this in the way of a living revelation, otherwise these
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things become technical and ecclesimstficz|; you make
them somethimng in themselves and very earthly. But
to see the full vision by revelation of what Godl is after
does mean deliverance from little ends in themselves,
little circles constantly going round earthly things,
ecclesiastical orders, religious systems, mere doctrines
and teachings ; all these things in themselves. @h7}
see God's one great end and it is enlargement, it islife!

Of course, here is the difficulty: If you have not
had some real experience of what I am talking about,
then I am saying to the blind, See ! That is always the
difficulty. If you know in a little way what 1 mean,
if you have seen, though it be a little, something has
come to you at some time with all the force and
gower of the opening of the inward eye and you have

eeri able to see, and you say, I see now! You know
what a power that seeing has become in your life,
what a release has taken place with that, what a new
prospect has loomed up before you. There is tremen-
dous strength in really seeing like that. Well, if yeu
see, you knew what 1 am talking abeut.’

But what 1 am saying is this, that there is a full,
mighty end that God has in view, a tremendous thing,
an immense thing, and the way by which He is going
to reach it is the continual opening of eyes. We shall
come to a standstill, we shall just be stuck, if we have
reached the end of revelation. There are many whe
have reached the end of all revelation. You under-
stand that 1 am net talking abeut semething extra 16
what is ini the Seriptures, I am fnet geing eutside of the
Werd of Ged. 1 am saying this, that here is the Beel
and the Beek ean be eempfehenaea and fastered
and yeu may be, like Apelles, might}- in the Seriptures
and knew nething whatever abeut the mighty vitality
of the HG_IEI . Paul eame on the heels of Apelies
ef whem it was said that he was mighty ih the Serp-
tures; 2nd these t8 whem he had been ministering st
E&h@§u§ knew rigt that the Hely Spift was: Aguila

and PHseilla teek RimM and expeunded unts Him the
wag mere perfectly. Yeu may Be mighty in the
gg lgiufe& gre i$ the Besk; the letter, 2nd we may

ter !PGHGG% Beels perfect, masters of what is
written and yet there be ne life abeut it; he energy

about it, no power, no freshness. The one cannot dis-
pense with the other. We must have the Scriptures,
but oh, to have the Holy Spirit opening, revealing
in a living way so that with the inner eye we are
seeing more and more through those Scriptures the
significance of Christ, the fulness of Christ ever
breaking upon us. That makes Clwisttianity a living,
fresh, powerful thing. That is the way of revival. 1
think that is the revival we need—1i6 see the Lord
again and things will happen; to see the Lerd in ever-
growing fulness se far as our seeing is eoncerned, and
things will happen when it is like that. *

Now 1 have just presented to you the object and
stated the realm of revelation. What it requires is for
the Lord to reveal Christ to us, brezking in upon us,
but there is no doubt about it that it is going to be a
costly thing. There never has yet been true revelation
without tremendous responsibility and cost. Those
who have seen have been involved in a costly way.
It cost Abraham a lot to see the God of glory ; it cost
Mioses a Jot to see the Lord ; it cost Isaiah a lot to see
the Lord ; it cost Paul everything when he saw the
Lord. But, having seen the Lerd, who would exehﬁﬂlge
that revelatien for a tradition, for sefething earthly,
of time, in religious things ? [Nie, yeu eannet go back
upen that. 1t is the mest preeieus thing te have seen,
ahd to see. 1t is life, and 1 take it that yeu and 1
desire mere than anything else that eur Chrktiamity
sheuld be living. WEe de net want 1u§£ i be breught
HP in §e_me§hmg¥l_ having been teld semethifg, iA-
strieted in semething in an eutward way, se that that
has beeome our religion: Ne, we wani it every day {8
Be §8m6¥'ﬂiﬁ? that werks, §eme_mm3 that is real; ne
matier what it fmeans ef ﬁﬁaiﬁg s 8ut, 6f making
demands, we want it 8 Be real, te Be living. That 18
what the pesple of &04 need—living, real EAMIAR
that s 2 E}e stant ehallenge ie them ahd ihrey
hem 18 8% gFs, 2nd tHe secket of sHeR 2 Enviian
i% §€€lﬂ%_{ ¢ Lofd an §€€iﬁ% mere égd ?4@{ fﬂ?f&
ihe ii fificanee of ERFist: 1t Is 2igng the fine of i*iiﬂ
Fevelation tHat POWeF £ames. Y 1He Lefd. G‘fg af |
18 BUF Rearts what this means 2nd fhierpret His Werd.:

T. A-S.

The Unity of the Spirit

A Message to Alll Believers

To each believer who would fully yield himself to’
the leading of the Spirit, as well as to the Church as a
whole, in its longings for the experience in power of
all that the indwelling of the Spirit implies, the umnity
of the Spiwilt is a truth fraught with rich spiritual
blessing. In previous writings 1 have more than once
made use of the expression of Pastor Stockmayer :
* Have a deep reverence for the work of the Holy:
Spirit within thee.” That injunction needs as its
complement a second one : Have & deep reverence for
the work of the Holy Spirit in thy brerieer. This is Ay

16

easy thing : even Chmistians, in other respects ad-
vanced, often fail here. The cause is not difficult to
discover. Im our books on education we are taught
that the faculty of Discrismimation, the obsewing of
differemoss, is one of the earliest to be developed in
children. The power of combination, or the sissetviigg
of ha thaxi exists amid _z;ppafem diversity, is a
higher one, and eores later. The power of Clessifica-
tion, in its highest aetien, is enly found in true genius.
The lesson finds mest striking exemplification in the
Christlan life and Chureh. 1t nieeds little gearetsokkpow
where we differ from other Chwitigns or churches, to
eontend for our views, er te judge thelr errers in
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doctrine or conduct. But this indeedl is grace—witeree
amid conduct that tries or grieves us. or teaching that

appears to us unscriptural or hurtful, we always give

the unity of the Spirit the first place, and have faith

in the power of love to medniedn the living union awmidi
oxtaverdisegiaanaionn.

KEEP THEE UNITY OF THEE SPIRIT : such is God's
command to'@sany believer. It is the New Command-
ment, to love one another, in a new shape, tracing the
love to the Spirit in which it has its life. If you would
obey the command, note carefully that it is the UniTY
of the SPIRIT. There is a unity of creed or custom, of
church or cholce, i which the bond is more of the
flesh than of the Spirit. Would you keep the unity of
the Spirit, remember the follewing things.

Seek to know thatim titinyself i wikiidh tie umttyis to
findl its power of attachment and of victory. There is
much in thee that is of self and of the flesh, and that
can take part in a unity that is of this earth, but that
will greatly hinder the*wmiitty of the Spiritt.

Caonfess that it is in no power or love of thine own
that thou canst love ; all that is of thyself is selfish,
and reaches not to the true unity of the Spirit. Be
very humble in the thought that it is only what is of
God in thee that can ever unite with what appears
displeasing to thyself. Be very joyful in the thought
that there is indeed that in thee which can conquer
self, and love even what seems unloving.

Studis* also to know and prize highlly tit in thy
brafiiie midilwhidh it Woawa s t écbbeunitiédd . AA drirtipyeHlf,
so there is in him but a little beginning, a hidden seed
of the Divine life, surrounded by much that is yet
carnal, and often is very trying and displeasing. It
needs a heart very humble 1n the knowledge of how
unworthy thou thysell art, and. very loving in the
readiness to excuse thy brother—for so did Jesus in
the last night: * the spirit indeed is willing, but the
flesh is weak "—to look persistently at what there is
in the brother of the image and Spirit of the Father.

Estimate him not by what he is in himself, but by
what he is in Chriist, and as thou feelest how the same
life and Spirit, which thou owest to free grace, is in
him too, the umitty of the Spirit will triumpis over the
difference and dislike of the fitsin. The Spirit in-thee,
acknowledging and meeting the spirit in thy brother,

*rocky barrier.

will .bind thee in the unity of a life that is from
above.

Keep this unity of the Spirit in the active sxeecisiseOf
fellowship. The bond between the members of my
body is most living and real, maintained by the cir-
culation of the blood and the life it carries. ** Im one
Spirit we were all baptised into one .body.” .

Cuiltivate intercourse not only with those who are
of one way of thinking and worshipping with thyself,
lest the unity be more in the flesh than the Spirit.

Study in all thy thoughts and judgments of other
believers to exercise the love that thinketh no evil.

Never say an unkind word of a child of God, as little
as of others.

Love every believer, not for the sake of what in him
is in sympathy with thee or pleasing to thee, but for
the sake of the Spirit of the Father which there is in
him.

Give thyself expressly and of set purpose to Jove and
labour for Ged's childrem within thy reach, who
through ignorance or feebleness, or waywardinesss, Herow-

not that they have the Spirit, or are grieving Him. .

The work of the Spirit is to build up an.ladiaatefidor
Gadl: yield thysell to the Spirit in thee to dothe work.

Recognise thy depentiemea pporthikdeidtoshipobthbe
Spirit in thy brother, and his dependence upon thee,
and seek thy growth and his in the unity of love.

Take thy part in the united intercession that rises
up to God for the unity of His Church. Take up and
continue the intercession of the Great High Priest for
all who believe, * that they may be one.” The Church
is omeqn thed dige HChFstsk addihkobe\of R4S Epilrilt ikl is,
alas ! not one in the manifested unity of tthe Spirit.
Hence the need of the command : Keep the unity.

Plead with God for the mighty workings of His
Spirit in all lands and churches and circles of believers.
When the tide is low, each little pool along the shore
with its inhabitants is separated from the other by a
As the tide rises, the barriers are
floodisdl over, and all meet in one great ocean. So it
will be with the Church of Christ. As the Spirit of
God comes, according to the promise, as floodss upon
the dry ground, each will know the power in himself
and others, and self disappear as the Spirit is known
and honoured. AYDREW MNURRAY.

What is True Unity of the Spirit

This unity is that which is resultant from the in-
dwelling and dominating control of the Holy Spirit.
The illustration is that of the head and the body.
Ever)} limb or member or faculty of the body is con-
trolled by the nerve system, and this nerve system
works from and to the head, where it has its base.

In the Body of Christ, the Holy Spirit is the great
nerve system, and only as there is an immediate
response to every intimation of the will of the Head,
and the life is unbrolternliyln correspondence with His
mind, can there be the unity of which the New
Testament speaks.

Three things must be clearlly moticed, (@) Weoanmwt '

" hexgp'™ whudt dimss moit ex3st. Thee adimomition

supposes our having received the Holy Spirit into our
lives in a vital way, and having surrendered ourselves
entirely to His control and direction. (2) We aannst
exagte sty . 1ttissesseaniadlly spHitahl. Creedds,
organizations, the social spirit, compromise on matters
of interpretation, can never achieve it. (3) There is
the paradox of unity. *' Peace ™ in the Seriptures
means harmeny. Butf while Christ is ‘called ""the
Prinee of Peace,"” and while that harmony has been
ereated in many lives and spheres where He has been
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enthroned, He clearly said that one result ol His
coming would be, not peace, but the sword.

It is clear that, wherever His Crass has been fully
presented, there has been trouble and upheaval. All
the things against which His Cross stands have at once
created a state of war. The world and the flesh, in all
their forms and expressions, make spirituall unity
impossible, and 1o the exterit thiett Clmistiiens are in-
ifweneed in their judgments, their standards of reckon-
ing, their eeneeptions, as well as their methods and
fReans and metives, by the world spirit or the " Adam™
nature, true spirtual unity s se far impessible.

The fuller the presentation of the Cruss, the greater
the arousing of the fallen nature elements, and there-
fore on the one hand the greater the peril and possi-
bility of discord, and on the other hand, the call for a
more complete capitulation to the life of the Spirit as
against the life in the flesh.

This work of separating will be carried out in 6uJ
selves persomzlly, in our homes, in our local churches
and in Clmiitendiomm at large. Om the basis of ** fiksth
?nd spiriit,™ the ** house divided against itselff”* will
all.

True unity has its birth at Calvary, where the world,
the flesh—with the devil working through both to
maintain his discord in the universe—were dealt with
and for ever ruled out of the New Creztion.

It is this unity, which Calvary creates, which is the
call for our diligence for its maintenance. This dili-
gence must take the form of an earnest watch on the
part of every member of Christ's Body against dis-
cordant elements, and a stolid refusal to be disaffected
towards another member by anything short of a
positive and persistent resistance of the purposes of
Calvary.

T.A-S.

The Way & God's End

** And this gospel of the kingdom shalll be preached
in the whole world for a testimony unto all the
nations; and then shall the end come ** (Matt,
xxiv. 14).

" And when they shall have finished their testi-
niongy..." (Rev. xi. 7)..

* For the testimony of Jesus is the spimit of
prophecy ** (Rev. xix. 10). )

Otther referencess: Nttt xvi. 18 ; xviii. 18-20%

John jvii, 22 ; I Pet. ii. §; Epln.i. 23,; iii. 10;

Rom. viii. 19 ; Cual. iii. 3-4; Rom. viii. 28-29;

Gal. ii. 26 ; iv. 19 ; Eph. iv. 13).

There are two questions which may well be asked
in these days, the answer to which is of the greatest
importance to every one of us. These questions,
which, after all, are only two parts of one enquiry, awe
first, '* What is Godl doing to-diny?? "' aanil seecorily,
" How 4s Goallssendl gmgolécbbe ardded’?

Men are doing and seeking to do many things in
these days, there is no question about that. And
Clhviistians too are doing and purposing and planning
to do many things, all of which in their way and degree
are good and helpful. But our guestion is this : What
1s it that Gedlis reslly set upen and is beﬁdin% all His
energies and reseurees t6 bring about as swiltly and
surely as pessible  What is the supreme issue of the
days in whieh we live ? Surély that is a relevant
guestien, for sefme of us at any rate waft te be doing
what Ged is deing in the fullést senise, and not to be
wasting eur tirae and strength en sermething second-
ary, hewever geed—someiNng that net being the
fhain issue is either geing te preve an ineffeetual cul
ges gﬁe; oF at any rate will net be speeding the Day of

The answer, or one way of giving the answer, tv the
first question is that Gafl is eondtifiting a testimony%o

His Seu, or more accuratelv the Testimony of Jfis SVh.  th:

And the second part of the question : ** how is God's
end going to be reached ? *' is answered in this—'*' By a
conmppbeddr dsstvonony’.” . Therr dsiscorethinggwiitichlibe
Lord is set upon having, as trully* representing Him in
the earth, and until He has secured that, theesiddcam-
not be reached. For the dispensation to be closed
before Godl has secured in actual reslisetion and ex-
pression on this earth, that for which He gave His
only-begottwn Son, and for which the Sen * gave
Himself up ”’, would represent nothing less than His
defeat, and His eapitulation to Satan’s age=lw%§g@ﬁ
to thwart the reslisetion of that purpose. a
thought is an impessibility, and sueh a thing ean
never be. Ged'sintention is to Have that ef thisve
sin-strieken earth which truly represents His theught,
and manifests that theught net enly befere men But
" wite the prinsiRalies and pewers in the heavemly
plaees . 1h ene sense Geod has always had upen the
earth that whieh has represented Him ; in that sense
He has never left Himself *’ witheut witness ', Byt
the matter of ’ witness '’ of "’ represeniative ' has its
full freition and eempletion at the end, and is a
geverning faeter in the bringing of the end.

Nothing less, then, will satisfy God than having
His full thought and desire and purpose brought to
fruition, and as we have so often been reminded, God's
full intention is nothing less than Christ, His beloved
Son, seemlnmactual living terms embodied in a people
24T tmimging to fulness of Christ in a corporate way,
l{hv the gpimit in"the "Saimts, the Church which is His

nly reallty formed as a living Christ-filled organism,
tritl thereby Gudl's manifold wisdom may be demon-
stialf:d to all intelligences in the universe. What 2
tFrimr-mdous thought ! But the Lord will have thai
beliiir He has finished, even though He may secure i!
galy in a, verv small, imsiggriffeunty, sufféefing ruotbes.
A e implicit in the Lord's Word in Nttt, xviii abou

“{wo or three ** who are really in the good of all

i8
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that’He is—for that is the meaning of His Name. The
Book of Revelation strongly emphasises this in the
record of those spoken of as holding “* the testimony
of Jesus **; or embodying that testimony. Whatever
be the historical interpretztion of Rev. xi, the two
witnesses, whom the Lord calls ** My two wiitnesses
represent the principle of testimon @ who are
one, a great miracle—and *’ when they shall have
finished! their testimony " mighty things happen and
the end is swiftly reached.

Now the real issue, and the thing round which the
battle rages unceasingly, is not so much the bearing of
the testimony—that part may be short and s

but the pavesssafittizeconststiitingpo dewmatio Ok druaie-
testivvanyy . This ppocessisithiad: byt deeeerthingghiatisis

happening to us now, and its progress or delay is the
key to all that lies ahead.

The Testimony that Godl is Comstituting
The eternal purpose of God as revealed throughout
the Scriptures;, and then fully * made known ™ as
never before in such fulness as to His servant Paul, is
*bound up with the Persom of His beloved Som, in
Whom everything in God's thought centres and has its
realisation and outworking. This is given to us in no
uncertain terms in the Epistle to the Ephesians, and
then in that to the Colossians. The heart of this pur-
pose is that Christ, in Whom dwells all the fulness of
God, should be embodied and fully expressed as to
His Infinite and *‘unsearch&ble "' .glerles and ehar-
acteristies, in a eompany of the redeemed ehildren of
Ged, so that they are in aetual faet and eonstitution
" His Bedy . *"This is & great mystery...Christ and
the Churen ', Sueh is § thought and intent, and
herein lies the feaning of se mueh with whieh, as
Seripture, we are familierr; surely it is this that the
Lord Jesus foresees as He says to Peter '’ On this roek
I will build My Ohwreh ', ahd when He prays * that
they may Be ene, even as we are ene ; 1 in them, and
theu i the, that they may be perfeeted ifte ene ; that
the werld fay knew that theu didst send me "’. Thus,
putting all this very simply, the Lerd Has ene sulBreme
eeneerh; and that 1s that Chiist should BRTIuvhRRd. iR
His peeple, as their very iife, so that they are together
if a _eve;gﬁm@ge@ﬁw fheasure an espression of Hifm |
I O, TR Tie e Lifke —=""thatt Qi may be
fRagnified in My bedy =" that the life alse of jesus
fay Be manifésted ih eur mertal flesh *: And “then
the end will Be reached ﬁl@ﬁgﬁ%ﬁﬁ \‘%2: line; fof
o ChREE, WhHE is o life shal - (be mani-
fested) then shall ye alsg Be manifested with Him 1R
% U —"4he eafflest expectatiym of the ereatien
aifeth for the manifestation (revealin 2 gf fhe sens
64". 1n other words, the ent is g6IRg {9 Be Feached
When €hAst WhHe has been ferhled WithIR €sR Be
shewn ferih, ne lenger wnaer ii}%_i!miiﬁﬂgﬁ Gl garthly
34 human experienee, But “/in glery ', “at HIs
8 E@Eﬂﬂg “. 8o then God is secuHng Elyist iR His
@_ ple, shd it is By that proeess onl¥ that His end
il be reached:
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The Securing of Chwist a Spiritual Process

Now the process by which Godi is forming th
nature and character of His*Som in us, is essenf
spiritlagl processs. That is, it is a work begun
Spirit of God deep down in us, and it is there tinet txie
real work is done, and must be done. Perhaps it will
be helpful to notice three things about this process,
which maj* explain a good deal of what is happening
to us, if we are really seeking to go on with the Lord.

1. Am inward process. A lot of things may happen
to us outwardly m™circomstzmce, and we may do a
great many things® even in our desire to serve the
Lord and to be well-pleasing to Him—there is nothing
necessarily wrong about that—but actually, however
much may seem to be going on, what really matters,
and what the Lord is far more concumsetf about, is
whettis Wi uss. Anewe himaniigg” difféeeant”?
In our whole make up, our thoughts and outleok, our
words and our actions, is a change really taking place,
so that we are steadily and surely beginning to see
things and people more as He sees them, net because
we are trying to do se, but because.we are beeoming
different ourselves—in fact Chwis is being ferfed in
us ? Are our reactions under test and pressure less
self-pitying, less self-defensivee than they used to be,
is there a rest, a joy, a steadiness there that was lael:
ing befere ? We €ould enlarge en this, But thafiils Wit
matters. Se often has it been said * 1t is what we ave
that esunts “"—that is true, but it enly esunts if what
we are is net really us at all, bt Ch#dst living in us !
Need we say here hawtHatt _ RS tHleRs
plaee ? 1#'is of esurse the weridng eut iR Bur &%
perieniee and inward life of what the Cress reall
fneans, namely that in the death of the Lefd Jjesus,
Ged has put away and ferever {%&8@86 all that we are
By Rature—=He has Hinished with the whele make-up,
the kind ef persen, that we are—and i§ esneerned
with ‘the new fmaf ‘, what we are if Christ. 1f we
have seen and reeeghised this faet, and Have esf-
fhitted etirselves 18 it and to the Lerd te make it true
in eur lives, then it is aR aBselute ee that we
shall find eurselves being dealt with and Handled in
the mest une b ways, 2] with this ene end iR
vigw—redueing and ”‘fﬂ{iﬂ Hd ’ ot us, iR oFfder that
EhHist may Be feally known and seen 8§ the very
sguree 6f Quf life. The Basiset G\f@%miﬁ is always
Galzatians ii. 20, ¥ 1 have Been eruGHAEE. . e lenger 1.
ERrist liveth iR me *'. On that Basis, 28 2 {2tR pOsitien,
664 Werks In Us By His SpIHT {8 make it Inereasinghy
rde 1R experience:

2. A Sovereigm Process. “* And we know that to
them“that love God all things work together for good,
even to them that are called according to his purpose.
For whom he foreknew, he also fore-ordained to be
conformed to the image of his Son *'.

* Them that are called (@r ™ the called ™) axmnding
to purpose *'. Behind all the happenings and through
the course of things in experience, we shall come to
recognize the great governing factor of the sovereigmty
of God, that unaccountable rulimg, owverruling,
choosing, placing, ordering Hand that turns every-
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thing to account—even evil things—to reach that
end which He purposes to reach. Omce we rezllly de-
liberately and consciously come into line with this
full purpose of Godi, and respond to it in a full heart
committal, we find ourselves involved in something
much greater than ourselves or our own affairs. God
Is in things in a very real way. First of all we are
afmaged that He should have chosen us at all. Why
us and niet ethers ? There is something inscrutable im
all this; and we have-te admit our inabillity to under:
stand, and ean enly say with the Apestle="'How
yhsearehable are his judgments, and his ways past
traeing ew! "

But once we are committed to His full way with us,
and even before that time, we find that our circum-
stances in their countless details, the places we find
ourselves in, the people we are brought into association
with, our sufferings and trials, losses, sorrows, as well
as all the timing of these things, are all being made the
means of this one end, Christ being constituted as our
life. 1t s a serious thing to take ourselves out of any
partieular set of clreumstances, because of their
diffieult): and awkwardness, or because we prefer
sefething else. The sovereignty of Ged is ordering
things and in the first instanee we do well to aceept
as His will and wise erdering the very eenditiens
under whieh we find ewrselves. These trying, diffieult
plaees and peeple are the sovereign erdering of Ged to
de the werk ih us that esuld never Be dene in any
gther Wﬁ‘g; Se He takes us sut ef eur depths, and there
is eften & mystery abeut the way He takes, and this
life in the purpese of Ged is feurid e be very mueh a
life ef feittr. Faith in His wisdem, His leve, His faith-
fulness—that is being tested eut, But aleng the line
of &eesgfaﬂee 2nd suBrissiveness te what He ehogses
feF us; this desp werik is being dene.

Before leaving this matter of how sovereignly God
works to secure this true manifestation of His Sonina
people, it is of the greatest importance to recognise
that not only in the detailed circumstances of our own
lives, but in the sphere of the world's course and
history, it is Ged Who is sovereignly ruling ** the
affaiisd of men . National and intennational events,
wars, and the rise and fall of kingdoms and nations,
all these are being timed and ordered, and their issue—
threugh and eut ef all the tangle—will be the spititual
ends of Ged being reached. We eannot enlarge upen
this here, but it is a great fact and ene that explainsa
great deal. There are mevements of the Spirit of Ged
in different parts of the earth, freguently as the im-
hediate euteorme of desperate situations, and doers
are epen to the Gespel in hitherto closed lands. What
is Ged deing ? He is seeuring thad ' royal seed " of His
ehildren, His sens, eut of all the nations, not simply
for the salvatien ef so many seuls, theugh that is a
%feat mlﬁgﬁﬁd matters greadly, but in order that the

edy of Christ fhay be eemFleted and broeught to
fulness ef measure ™ in Christ ~'; that ihere may be
in the earth a true testimony to what Christ Is.

8. A Related Process. This brings us to the third
thing about the spiritual process by which God's

supreme purpose is fulfilled. As the Lord reallly begjims
to deal with us and lead iis on, we very soon find that
we are in something that is not just affecting ourselves.
We are no longer isolated units, but are involved with
one anotier very much when it comes to having a
greater measure'of Christ. The testimony to Christ in
fulness which God!is set upon requires all the Body for
its adequate expression. Each one of us is at the most
only one " member " of the Body, and perhaps a very
insignificant member at that—so that the degree in
which any individual shows forth Christ is only seme-
thing very partial. This is made very elear in the
Epistle to the Ephesicms, where we read that the
reh 1s * the fulness of him that filleth all in all "'=
that we ean enly comprehend '’ with all saints '’ what
+is the leg%trh and brexéith and depth and height of the
love of Ohwilt—that it i§ g@geuaeltmaquv%a%’gqnmo
Him in all things—that it is "’ By the Chureh ~ that
"new wite the prmaGpalities and pewers i the
heavenlies ' is fAade knewn "’ the manifeld wisdem ef
Ged "' Yes, eaeh of us enly Has eapacity for a certain,
theugh ineF , fReasufe ef Christ, and fef the
inerease of that measure in each and in all, the enly
way 1§ 2 esHp ;
individual of iselated ene. This i3 made very elear in
the whele of the New Testament; but is spifitus)
significance needs {8 Be readised. 1;19@ ¥i¥§_}SH fuFe f
tHe Ehureh, a8 the EoFporade 2hd F é‘%?@ It 8{ God’s
gqeel?ie, is the key 18 the realisation of the Tull festi:
8fiy 16 What ERFist is, WhiCh 608 requires befsre His
end Is reached.

We might say much about this, but it may suffice
for us to see that there are certain things about the
true Christ life that cannot develop or find expression
except in a close relationship with one another.

1. Love. The very proof of our being childrem of
God is in a new family consciousness, so that the
Apostle John says that **we know that we have
passed from death unto life, because we love the
brethren ™. Others too can only see Christ in true
expression * if ye have love one to another " (1 John
iii. 14, John xiii. §t).

2. Submnission. The meekness and selflessness of the
Lord Jesus is the greatest wonder of His Person—He
is above all else the Lamb of Godl. The Lamb-spirit,
meekness, true humlity and submissiveness, is
something which can only be secured in us in the
terribly testing experiences of learning to let go to one
another when our own temperaments ane ways are alll
so utterly different. We have to come into “'the
House of God ** in a very practical way, into close
relatedness in life and fellowship with * our own com-
pany " of God's childirem, before we begin to discover
in any full degree how much pride and self-importance
and self-opinion is Jurking in our hearts. '* Submit
yourselves one to another, in the fear of God ™ ;
" Let each esteem other better tham himself ™; ™ By
Jove serve one another ™. This brokenness of spirit
which is the very essence of Him Who is ** meek and
Jowly in heart ™" can never be true of us except as it is
wrowdm out in the fires of life together.
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3. Functiom. But the fulness of life in Christ, the
expression of whichis so supremely important, requires
not only a manifestation of the characteristics, the

* excellencies ™ of His Persmm, but also the activities
and accomplishments in the purpose of God which
require the Church as their vehicle and instrument.
In other words * the Body * must be a healthy and
fully functioning hody. and not one that Is in varying
degrees diseased, or dislocated, or pafalysedl This
brings us to the vital matter of ‘ function * In the
Body of Christ. One of the greatest needs is for each
one of us to discover what oufr persenal and mdividuell
funetion ls, as a member of Christ. The Lerd knowing
exaetly the freaning to Him ef eaeh ene of us—for
in His mind there is ne uneertainty as to what eaeh
one of s is intended fer=it is very neeessary to know
what we really are in Hist t." The trouble is that
we nearly always begin with a false idea QW of
what we are—generally we have an exalted idea of
ourselves, though in some it may be Just the epposite.
You may have been thiﬂklﬁg that yeur function is
that of a ‘right hand ‘' er a '’ :ﬁ?m le? ' i the bedy
whereas you may really enly be a ‘Tittle fﬁasgef iR
Ged's mind. Hew then are we te diseover aur true
funetion and therefore eur true ealling i Ged's pur-

se ? The aniswer is that we shall enl}- diseever it in
he ‘ Heuse 6f Ged’, in the esrperaté life in @Hﬂﬁ{
where in the light ef the Sanetuaky true spifitual com:
ditien is feund eut. When we eerhie inte the midst of
the g ?le of Ged in a living waly and diseever the

actied! meaning ef the ChilreR iR expressien, the
BF8§€§§ iR 6uF experienee is ene ol an ever dimiiShing
gstimate of eurselves, till we diseover we really are

Aething ! 1t is enly from that peint that By the uh-
emﬂ ratien of the § m{ m mu%uai life of God's
erme 8UF trie spitial uaeﬁ% Beging o Be

fﬂ&ﬂif@&% This is 8 vsfy wenderfyl thing, and when
it takes place we Rave He fHBF@ illsi8RS 2Belt euF-
selves and are saved man i§§g§6!ﬁ§?ﬂ%ﬂi§ and myeh
HHTF{HHH Ress. Nothing But sy hily related Hfé
g@gﬂﬁF €§€H iR Ris 6F her Hoht place if the Bivine
eFR, $8 that there is & Iving, fHHEE'Rﬁ'Fﬂ% ﬁﬁg
Eg e Hals ROQAROL 601HNo CHREEL N CSausey
T, e Ft BBl S the Shaets ach ohe
of them in the body, even as it pleased him.” May
we each one discover in our life together where He has
set us.
4. Resowmne. The fact that fulness of resource in
Christ can only be known in a corporate way is fami-
liar to many of us, but how vital to recognise this.

Very simply it comes to this, we cammot get om mlorze.

For spirituml resource even the Apostle Paul con-
stantly counted upon the fellowship and prayers of
the saints. The fulness of the Holy Spirit is not pri-
marily a personal thing but a corporate matter ; the
Anointing upon the Head flows down to every part of
the Body. But the fulness is only in relationship to
one another. We need not say more on this great fact
of the fulness of resource being a matter in which we
need one another: the whole of God's Word bears
testimony' to it, and we very soon find in our experience

how real it is.

§. Authorily. The last matter that we need mention
in examining the reasons why the full testimony of
Christ is essentially a related or corporate thing, is the
matter of authority. There is a great deal in the N@w
Testament which reveals the necessity- in the %?ilﬁtu
realm of authority, or having the position and
that cannot be challenged, when dealing with s&tua-
tions which in their essence are spiritual. This touehes
the whole guestion of ** authority ** over the enemy,
which is the secret of all ** power ** over the enemy.
Witheut turning to the many passages of Seripture
bearing upen this, we cannot but rememBer the
tremendous place this has in the earthly life of the
Lerd Jesus, and then in the experience of the early
Churen. There are spirituel, antagenistic forees at
work, prineipalities and pewers in the heavenli
are behind g0 mueh that is being et of evil in fen
and eenditions. But we find the Lerd Jesus and the
saints superior to that realm and eonstantly able te
deal with it. Very briefly—if we are to be effectuall in
the realm that eounts, we must knew the autherity
that is in the Nare ef Jesus and whieh is superier {8
every ether autherity. New in its full effestiveness
that autherity is vested fiet in individuals but in the
Churel: this is the essenee of the pass iR
Matthew xviii abeyt the twe ef three il His Name
and the tremendeus premise abeut Bmamg and
leestng things in heaven and en earth. One pre:
efninent mark ef Christ is His triumph ever all His
fees, and this tee must be embedied in a peeple en
this earth, ''for a testimeny ''. A defeated Christian
6F @ Chureh that knews aeihmg et prevailing with
Ged, will never satishy Him, and the &3 10 this
gg&eefam FAUSE Reeds be seeured befdre the end is

The Testimony Borne '

Such then are some of the essentials of the full
expression of His Son that God is securing and set
upon constituting, so that He may be once and for all
truly represented upon this earth. The Werd of Ged
indicates very clearly that such a teafimuny—Ohrist
formed In likeness, In relatedness and in mighty
authority and pewer—will enly be seeured A a
fiveleus, a represeniative eorpany of the redeerned.
" My ave ealladl, but few eheseni =" Te him that
evereometh will 1 gramt..."=" 1f we suffer, we shall
reigm..." are all indieatiens, and there are many ethers,
that the Lerd must have seme Whe go right threugh
with Him at the eest of evewthmg] , 8hd thus give Him
the eppeHunity e d8 in them all His geed pleasure.
THat g1 Believers de Rot g8 Fight 6 With th Lera i8
EFH@ ie the Werd 8 2nd 18 8ur >é %ﬁ‘é@ But

the fault 1§ et W!{ Him HW@ “Hgl%f;%z
te be

{8 shar H!m His {ul
18F38)°s !SESW !§§ g%e g § 1{.'&5' l§€8¥¥
U,snsmg R, 2Hd We Reed

g‘ﬂF%% Ryt ‘3!?&‘1 ursefaw H%HEFQH%H w&n twe
EXCRRtIRRY, 18 ERIRF IR 1 HE Ege?)g JB gse foF them. But
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i)

e Lora 1s secunng His full thought ; and will secure
it in a remnant of His own, and may it be our deepest
desire, as it was that of His servant Paul, to apprchend
that for which we have been apprehended of Christ
Jesus.

In closing we return to our opening Scriptures. In
the measure that Christ rcally is the life of His people
and His triumph is demonstrated in them, there is a
testimony which the Lord would bring into cvery
place and situation: The testimony to His Sovereignty
and Lordship therefore, embodied in His own, is the
Divine pre-requisite 1o its being preached or pro-

claimed ' in all the world...unto all the nations’’.

The preparation of the Divine instrument precedes its
thrusting forth into the nations, for what goes forth
with a Divine commission and mandate must of
necessity be a true representation of Christ and not
something less. May the Lord of the Harvest swiltly
constitute and then thrust out His true representa-
tions in1o all the nations, that the end may be speeded!

" And when they shall have finished their testi-
mony "', As soon as the testimony to what Christ is
has been brought io bear upon the situation, even
{or a brief period, and even though that testimony is
rejected—as it ultimately is—God is satisfied and the
end very swiftly comes. This is the significance of
Revelation xi with its reference to Zechariah iv where
the prophet’s vision-of the golden candlestick is now
said to be fulfilled in what are spoken of as the ** two
witnesses ', We might call this ** the testimony of

Jesus consummated '. Qur last Scripture is the
significant statemnent that *‘ the testimony of Jesus s
the spirit of prophecy . 1In other words, the very
underlving meaning of what the prophets—that is,
those who '*spake from God "' throughout the cen-
turies have said is nothing less than that God has
all along been set upon this one thing, the testimony
of His Son—those in whom through the infinite work
of His Redemption, Christ has been not only plinted
in ' new birth * but brought to fulness of measure and
expression.

Though the constituting of Christ in us does precede
the full bearing of testimony, yet, as in all spiritval
processes, there is always an '* overlapping '’ of these
things. ' We can never be dogmatic or legalistic, or put
things too rigidly into ‘' compartments ', therefore
the fact is that su fhe measure that Christ is formed in
us and there is & true expression of Him, in that
measure the testimony s being borne, and the end
being speeded.

May the Lord so open our eyes to see the one thing
that concerns Him in these vital, perhaps closing days
of the dispensation, that we too may give ourselves in
full yieldedness to Him to do in us all that He wants
to do, and so be true workers together with Him in
hastening to the glorious end, even the day of His
appearing. ' Being confident of this very thing, that
He which began a good work sn von will perfect it
until the day of Jesus Christ ",

C.]J.B.H.
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May—jue, 1046 NO. 3, VQhL.. 24

Editor’s Letter

BELOVED oF GoIp,

In this letter 1 am yielding 10 the strong appeal of trusted and highly esteemed friends, and am doing
something that I have deliberately- refused to do for years ; that is, I am going to deal with some misappre-
hensions and wrong reports as to our position regarding certain particular matters. 1 am well aware of these
mistaken ideas, but have felt that nothing should be done by myself in the nature of vindication or self-justi=
fication. It has been my principle that the message should just go out and be lts own vindieatien. There
is very much to show that this has been quite a sound and safe course, and from all parts of the werld we
receive a continuous stream of letters which bear testimony to the value of this niimistry. But 8s the work
has grown, so have the difficulties and the number of enemies. One of our main griefs and causes of suffefin
is that so many real and devoted children and servants of God are among those whe eppese themselves, an
have never,-either been to our conferenees, talked with us persenslly, or made it their business te make direet
enguiries of us as to the truth or etherwise of the things whieh have eaused their disaffestion. IR wiiting as
1 am deing new, several weightly arguments have influeneed me. Ameng them is the primary ene that this
is ne merely persenal matter, But ene whieh greatly invelves the Lerd's interests. 1 am alse assured that
there are many whe are really fiet antagenistic But enly perplexed, and a bit afraid Beeause of what they
hear. Then again, 1 am teld that mueh of the harm is dene by these whe are suppesed te Be sur friends; becaise
they elaim relatedness and- are always trying te feree sur pesition en ie ethers, and are very indiserest ef
unbzlaneed. 1 suppese that there never Has been a werk ef ministry of spiritual value which Has net suffered
in these and many ethef ways. THS is true in many of the great werld Benefactions, and the Prephets have had
te meet the bitier—=and often the universal—perséeution of theif ewn eounirymen and the werld. Buf, taking
sieh a5 Leord Lister and antiseptics as 2n guistanding instanee, we knew that fhey were fet 2§ Wreng &8 was
$6 widely 2nd vielently prociaimed. We take comfort from this theught, and. 2ltheugh seeking te walk closely
I8 the Lerd 8 that He may eheek ts When we weuld erf, we wll %g wietly 6R t8 fulh) the trust which has
Been 12id 1pen U, By His grace. New for some of the diffieuities referred ts.

Firstly, it is said that we have no message or acfiwecorrrernitortireumssaved. 1t twomithtbdiesrmaanyypaggsstto
answer this with the evidence available to prove how false such a charge is. Let us at once say that we never
did feel that God had called us to fulfil—in the first place—a dincett evamgeisation wankk. e arly Rrmows ow-
much our hearts would have responded to such a commission if He had given it to us. But-we have no doubt
that owr first mission is to the people of God and especially a ministry to God’s servamts. Amongst the numerous
letters above mentioned a great many come from ** Mimisters " or ** Niksiomaviies = and * Christian Workens '
in many lands, denominations, and misslons telling us of how their ministry is enriched by the food in this!
little paper and <he other literature. But even so, what a story there is of souls gloriously saved through the
instramendality of those who have gene eut te many parts of the world from our midst ! Yes, it is a great and
wonderful story. Only recently hiive we listened with wership to the accounts glven by some who have re-
turned from internment camps in the Far East, and from amongst the Forces and Services abroad during wear
years. There is a large company of converts of no mean character resuitant from faithful ministry in these
rezlms alone, but much more also. Let it not be concluded that, because we do not write up and publish ac-
counts of this work, or make it known other than in prayer gatherings, we are not stretched out'for the salva-
tion of the unsaved. 1n this matter our concern is as deep as that of any, and deeper than most.

Then there seems to be a very mistaken apprehension as to what our real object is. Om this matter we

5




Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 24 - Searchable

have, firom timé to time, tried to make ourselves clear. Let us state it again, and without reserveatioms: firstlyy
negatively. We are not, have no desire to be, and do all that we can to avoid being, a distinct, crystallised, or
systematised *° Movement **. We are not favourable to the idea of a partiicuitar ** Fellowship ** as related to
any place, people, or teaching. \‘* Fellowship ** with us means the fellowship of all believers. We are positively
not out to set up or form " churches ** or * assemblies ** in various places. We do not feel that God has called
us to constitute a new sect or body of Christians. All such suggestions only hurt and grieve us. These things
would -have been not only possible, but easy, all too easy, and we have had every facility for something very
extensive in all these directions. Omoe more, it is not our aim or wish {o detach people iirom the relationship
and work in which they are at present, that is, the Clwiistian connections. Ours is not a ** come out * call to
Christians and workers.- The fact that some have done so, has to be considered on its own particular gnound.
Some have acted without understanding and in unwisdom. Some have done so on the perfectly legitimate
grounds of erroneous teaching or spiritual starvation. Some have done so on a definite crisis between themselves
and the Lord and apart from any urge or counsel from men. In some cases it has been @ matter of the vitimate
issue of the unmistakable will of Gedl. The fact also that in several places there are little companies of such
people meeting together does not contradict what we have sald as to our object, but is only a collective expres-
sion of these latter reasons. But, even there, we do no more than minister the Word of the Lord to them from
tine twlihnes.

Now as to the positive aspect. We are quite sure that the Lord has called us to a ministry to all His
people, and He has dealt with us very deeply in relation thereto. This ministry is inclusively related to ** the
Fulness of Christ ** and God's Eternal Purpose in Him. Included in thi? is the tremendous significance of the
Cross, both objectively and subjectively, fior us and in us. Further ; if ** the Church which is His Body " is
** the fulness of him *, then it is essential to recognise the nature of that Cliuncth; that is, its essentially spinitual,
heavenly, and universal nature, and the spiritual lJaws of its functioning. These three things comprehend all
else, and everythingwith us has its explanation by them. When we really saw tbem, we felt unable to stand on
any but this ground, and so we left that which is sectariam and distinguished by name or title as here on earth.
From that day onward we have only met people on the ground of ** In Chmist **, and have made Him the basic
Factor in union and fellowship. In taking this course, our motive was entirely misrepresented and said to be a
schismatic one. It is strange that a great convention like ** Keswick ** can be said by so many to be ** a time
of heaven on earth * because it is ** All one in Christ Jesus ', and yet those who seek to remain permanently
on that ground—super-denominational and super-metional—can be called schismatics ! Our ressage avdl eor
position is bound to clash with very much that is secondary: to God's thought, and there would be no justi-
fication for our existence as a vessel of ministry if the Lord had no need to give greater emphasis to the things
which are more essential.

I have no more space in this issue of the paper, but we may say more subsequently. Imn the meantime
may 1 ask that, where there is failure to understaznd, a patient, open-hearted and honest effort will be made
to really know the facts, and not to judge by misrepresentations either in feports or people. God is doing
a great and vital thing through this ministry, which is bringing no glory to anyone but Himself. But there
are manjs* adversanes.

With love and greetings in Chrisst,
Yours only for that glory,

et

Summer Bible Canferences

Following our recent announcement as to vacation Bible Comfleremces, we can now sav that we are diefiiiitely
arranging for these in each month from June to September, at Kilcreggar), Scotland. Will ail these whe are

interested please write us at once saying what dates are most sultable {6 then, so that we ean arrange the
periods to suit the Jargest number at one time.
Write to Mir. Austin-Sparks, o

13, Honor Osk Road, Lomdiom, S.E.23.
and mark the envelope ** Bible Conferences '.
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“Tihe Voice of the Son of Godi”

" iy, weiyy, J1 sspyrambacypon) Thbébaniconeth)aydnd in the most * Church ** part of the Bible, the letter to
now is, wlrnentﬂaefdeddl&kﬂlhhmﬂmemu:efdfx&xﬁoﬁon the Ephesiams. * Awdl you diidl he quiiden), wihen ye
of Gmdl and tregyiknbileenrsiiadl|l five. Nigrvell ingt wemc&addhlnougm'pmrttcegaaseesaaﬂdsmes. andchnadde
at this :*ffar the Nwarcoridihirinibkcilbdkdbaicie inus to sit with him in the heavenlies * (i, 1, ).
thic tvawhbs /atibhdasakisinodoict | fobmv22528f).  (“ Lazarus was one of them that sat at meat with
" And wkwnhhe‘:hddhhu%ﬁﬁﬁkﬁnl’ efiddaMNx %okaud him ** John xii. 2). But, when we have sald that, we
voice, L azarus, come faoth™({hn . 453). have not touched the deepest note in the matter. Th@
Yt is the spirit theit ggvethhllife,; the flesh fpogiidtih very heart ot this position Is found in the werds in
nathing:: theawoedsishitol havspeekeminioyarare Jokmv. 26, - " The diead! stieelll e the voice of the Son
spirit, and are life..Ahd! he said, For this waisse of God ™
hewe | ssAid] 1ritoyow, tﬂaalyrmsman @A coRAQridoto F'rstly, it is obvious that somethiing more than a
me, exagit it be givem unto him of the Father™ physical faculty of hearing is in mind. The dead have
(John vi, 63, 65). no such faculty, there must be a hearing which is not
" MRy doye mtundiessionthiy sgrechh Evandeepasese natural, which is deeper and more inward than the
e canmwt hear my word *' (John viit. 43). natural. Nor is it just that by God speaking some
** Blhnen e hatihpudtféotkha Bl i soawn ibgogdkibefoetoreactual result occurs. There is a hesring wiiishn K tiett
them), aamithaesilaep fdliblovikirnin -féenidyelnisackishisresult. Briefly then, a living relationship with Christ
voice. Amd a stranger will they not follow, biat il and its corporate expression in what ?s called His
fBec from him:: for they know not the voice of " Body “— the Clwwch “—is the result of 8 hearing
strangers”’ (John x. 4, 5). of His voice which, while it may come through spoken
Al otker siepnll e p uhitikia g0 0W0bOfiIgdd!d: and audible words, is more than they. It is possible
them also I st bring, and they shall hear m_y to hear the verbal staterentt of truth, and that man
voic&a and they shall bessome one fleek, one times and over many years, but not to have heard His
B (({hinx. 18). voiee. It is possible, after having heard the triiths
It i§ well kknewa that with Johin xi a transition has often and long, suddenly te hear the .veiee, and the
taken place. Up te ehapter x a series ef spiritual result to be as theugh we had never before heard at all,
truths and prineiples has been very la fgelg eauaeiaiea all is se new and wenderful. Living relationship with
and made practieal ivh ralasion {9 2 Christ is net an emetional er intellectual of velitienal
dials: With ehapter x these truths are ta!&eﬂ u;a iﬁ a reactien to a presentation of Gespel truths ; it is net
eellective way, ahd irem there enward the Lerd Jesus by an influenced and persuaded signing of a eard or
is feund rneFe partieularfy secupied With 2 speeial '"@eciding for Chvist A ; it 15 net the eHeet of hot aif
x| stands exaetl Bﬁlf-W&E with evangelistie effort in which the §eu1 is %lgiye? upefgg,

elefhen

£6MpaA
fen ﬁ%f@? 8n elther §&Ei@ 1h this positien it pataers and all serts of superficial and theatr
g a§ 89@ fore, 20d Fepresents w aE wﬂl are Brought inte play. All this may Rave an apparent

ie o tgl aﬁi’-ua ee HF shieeess o 8 1ar seale, But—always allewsng fer the
8§1¥ ol i&% fH@&H af 83 ERhRsE qﬂ% 1§ ee soverelgnty 18 reach serme Rearis threugh Kis
€ €8 iE 1S H EB t F Werd—m eﬁ ef this may enly be addig ‘ge%e the great

fraged w&ﬁ wﬁie h the @HH &R 18 esnirented as QH%

oomoﬁ

: gﬁg{ﬁ@g{q@g %g %H @af i§ fgié f gst gitficult problems, namely & chea
9 Bi% %&% }ﬂ % f g ER &1&9 MB% 3 tmass of people WB% Qgﬁve
& H%EEB%F ;
WEH¥' g? EQR %‘%‘é ae&& at tHRre I8

% B 7 d it
b SRR %Ss%@%‘ . Hi it und | eigggg mug ; éﬂg J fraat
%gf %@%@ éi‘ﬁgjﬁ}? A %@} %95 ;{égiﬂ 8%%5;1 la 8 @g%ﬁ% S §8§%ﬁ
Al o iy 1 %;% o i

— m 7 ] QEN
E@g B‘ime “ @3 N ﬁi f’i B§ éﬁéegs %{5@8 : ssae%mﬁg i ‘iﬂiﬁf
into view typically and in principle with the resur- %Hgt t 8{:8 % 33‘&‘3 8 Hi§

The other thing here is that the Church comes mightt
F B Wek § BF w4t BH’é

rection of Lazarus and the company as gathered. g FB

The Church is the company of those who have their m u¥ Hg \':§ WSFQE
very being only and solely by reason of the resurrec- 1 said that evelyttung depends upon this, ** Theyy
tion miracle. This is quite clearly and finally stated that hear shall live *". "Our very life—in the Divine
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sense—depends upon it, Our salvation issues from it.
But what is true initially is true in principle contin-
ously. For all the major decisions in life (olvions and
sunmistakable duties cxcepted) it must be on this wise.
Paul based his whole ministry, and its specific as-
pects, upon this principle. When God speaks in fhrs
way, something is done, not only said. \We know that
something has happened to us or in vs. Such a know-
ledge or work in us is absolutcly essential to stability.
We know of those who have rudically and thoroughly
changed their strongest pesitions more than once in
the course of a few ycars, After taking up truth and

affirming that it was the greatest thing that God had -

shown them, they subsequently repudiated it, and
changed their attitude to it. When this happens therc
is only one thing to be said, apart from wilful and
deliberate disobedience, and that is that they never
received it in the first place from heaven, but {rom
men. It came by mental and emotional acceptance,
either by hearing or reading and study. So strong was
the impact, so seeming to answer a need or provide a
way of self-realisation, that it was taken up in the
soul with zest. And those concerned were not really
broken in soul and emptied to the dust. Thus, not
being a hearing in the spirit, beyond nature, of the
voice of the Son of God, it could not last, and the life
has become characterised by lack of permanence. Of
course this is quite a different matter from the
changes which mark true development and growth.
Very big changes may take place here, but not in our
basic revelation. It is most important that, as to the
basic knowledge of the will of God and the revelation
of Himself to us, we are at the end where we were at
the beginning, although enlarged and perhaps with a
change of ‘merely outward features.

Further. In the moment when God speaks thus to
us in Christ, eternity has broken through time; the
super-temporal has been registered upon us. All that
belongs merely to time and earth has been suspended,
and in that moment ‘that which was in God's mind
“ before the world was’', and that which is His
thought unto the ages of the ages yet to be is brought
to our lives. Our very existence is beund up with it.
1 do not mean that our continuity is involved and
that there is the peril of annihilation; but the very
fact of our existepce, of our having a being at all,
Is now to have its meaning for us, or has drawn near.
Yes, it is, for all Divine intention, an vternal moment.
““Upon this moment hangs eternity *'. '

_ Then again,-and closely related to what we have
Just said, it is most solemnly important to recognise
that this hearing of the voice of the Son of God is a
sovereign act of God. That is, it is when and as He
alone chooses. Unless God speaks, all men’s speaking
is dead. Neither those who are in view nor those whn
are concerned for them can choose the time. That
sovereign decision is most clearlv scen in Christ's
attitude over Lazarus. There were many human
factors at work, and He was involved in misunder-
standing by His behaviour ;: but, nevertheless, He
would not move until the time¢ of God had come.

The point for the moment is this : when that voice is
heard it is God's time, and we can never say if or when
that time will be again. In the passages at the head of
this message, we have included that strange one—
“ Why do ye not understand my speech ¥ Even be-
cause ve cannot hear my word " (John viii. 43). Gud
had spoken, and they had not responded, and now
they canmef hear, even when He speaks. On the Damas-
cus road onh Suul heard the voice.  Those that
travelled with him only heaid the sound (Acts ix, 7,
marg., xxvi. 14). There is a recorded instance of the
same thing in the life of Christ (John xii. 28, 29).

Then, a question arises, What is the first and im-
mediate effect of God speaking to us? It will not
necessarily be exhilaration. Mere exhilaration may
mean something false. Usually there will be no
natural gratification resulting. Our natural interests
and likes will have little or no place. Exhilaration is
not necessarily /¢fe. If it is only exhilaration we should
pause and examine ourselves. There is a great differ-
ence between rest, peace, and quiet joy, and mere
exhilaration. It may more likely be a solemn awe and
fearfulness, but with quiet reassurance.

The first efiect of hearing the voice of the Son of
God is the gift uf {faith. What could not before be con- -
templated now becomes possible. What was hopeless
—and we knew it—is now a living prospect. ** Blessed
be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who
according to his great mercy begat us again unto a
living hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ irom
the dead... " (I Pet. i. 3). It is a resurrection hope.
How hopeless and impossible the sitvation was with
Lazarus until he heard the voice of the Son of God !
Now, Paul says, " by grace have ye been saved
through faith ; and that not of yourselves, it is the
gift of God "' (Eph. ii. 8). Healso says, ' Faith cometh
by hearing "' (Rom, x. 17). But it is the kind of hear-
ing of which we have spoken. The strain goes out of
life when faith in God enters, and the impossible
mountains are no longer impossible,

We are nearing the end, but two things remain to
be mentioned. If the dead are to hear the voice of the
Son of God and live, it will only be the dead who do so.
We have seen that the Lord Jesus was very deliberate
in His determination that Lazarus should really be
dead before He came on the scene. He first used
figurative language. ** Qur friend Lazarus sleepeth ",
but His disciples did not know His meaning, where-
fore He said emphatically, ** Lazarus is dead . The
sisters knew what the state would be ordinarily after
four davsin an Eastern clime and tomb. Was Lazarus
dead ¢ Indeed he was! This was essential to the
Divine principle. We are too much alive, in our own
efiorts, interests, struggles, ambitions, activities,
works, ct¢. 1o stand a chance of hearing this voice of
the Son of God. Therefore our works are so much
* dead works ', There is the life of nature, but not
the life of God. So many voices fill our ears, religious
as well as worldly, and 2 mixture of both. If the
greatest thing that can happen to mortals is to happen
to us, we, like Paul, will have to be smitten to the
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ground and hear a voice (Acts ix. 4). How aifiten,
under the hand of God), has it been that the end has
been the beginning. We have been brought to a place
of despair and utter helplessness, so that, like Paul,
we have ** despaired of life *". not only or necessarily
physically, but spiritusllly. But afterward we have
found that this was sovereignty at work in relation to
an entirely new thing. There rezlly is no hope until
we arc dead.

* 1 lay in dust life's glory diead,
And from the ground there blossoms red
Life that shall endless be .

Finally. What is the nature of your relationship
with Christ ? You may believe in the Christian doc-
trine of the Deity of Christ, and believe in it very in-
tensely. But if it is only doctrine, a tenet of the

Creed, an objective fact concerning Christ, it will not
carry you through the terrific experiences whieh lie
in the path of true Christians. John said that the eb-
ject of his writing his Gospe] was that we might
believe that Jesus is the Son of God, and that believing
we might have life in His name. But he teek pains 6
show that those who did so believe had an experi-
mental basis for their faith. How and why de yeu
believe ? Can you say truly—"" because something has
happened ifi me for which there is fie aeeeunting apart
frem Ged Himself. Emetiens, reasenings, per-
suasiens, eannet aceount for it. Human personalities,
psyeholegy:, or any human er natural faster eannet
aeeeunt foF it. 1t required God Almighty, and 1 feund
Him in Jesus Chrst. 1t was the voied of the Sep &f
Ged, and 1 lived, and live "

T.A-S.

Power from on High

11. Kings iv.

We are not going to take any particular verse, for
it is the chapter as a whole which is before us. Verse 2
is a striking verse :

“Mnil Elistha said unto her, Waatt shell J do for

thee? tell me ; wingt laastilivousim theHvewsae’ ? AAudd

she seid, Thine handmaid hath wotany thingmn the
hesss, ssavepfmtofioal]”™

As T have been thinking of this chapter as a speci-
men of the characteristic page of the life and ministry
of that wonderful serwant of Gedl, Elisha, 1 have been
thinking of his ministry, which is doubtless familiar
to you in its general character, and it seems to me that
in the four incidents that we have recorded in this
fourth chaFtef of the second book of Kings we have
his whele life and ministry in representation.

Of course, we can never think of the life and minis-
try of Elisha without bringing into view also the
ministry of his great predecessor, Elijah, for Elijah
and Elisha, though entirely different men in characten,
in training, in disposition, yet exercised one ministry.
You cannot consider Elisha’s life and ministry with-
eut seelng that it arose from and was a continuation
of the ministry of his great predecessor.

As we come to the chapter with which we are con-
cerned we have a record of four incidents. They have
impressed me very much. The first incident is that of
the prophet’'s widow who was bankruipt, whose sons
were in danger of being taken by the creditor for
bondmen. A proghetie ministry overtaken first by
ban and then by death, for the bankrupicy
preceded the death. The widew and her sons would
fiever have been Jeft in such a state unless the prophet
had become bankruipt before he died.

In the second incident you have a child, the gift of
God, mi born as a result and reward of

unusual devotion Yo tiie prioypshet aff Ghal), oventtakaen by

death.

The third incident is that there are conditions of
general famine, a dearth in the land, and the
—God's representatives in the land—seeking food,
gathering food and finding the food that they
gathered to be poison.

In the fourth incident there is food provided, good
food, but utterly inadequate in quantity, so much
so that the servant says, Shall I set this before a hun-
dred men ? It is good as far as it goes, but what good
is it for a hundred men ?

There is the chapter briefly outlined. A prophetic
ministry brought to bankruptcy ; God's miraculous
gift overtaken by death ; famine conditions, and the
very food gathered for the sustenamce of God's
prophets proving to be poisonous : then, when food
of the right kind is provided, it is inadequate. They
are the conditions that we find presented to Elisha,
and with which he is dealing.

I do not know how much the record strikes you.
If you let your mind run over these incidents and com-
pare them with present day conditions, 1 wonder if it
strikes a parallel. Is it necessary that one should
pursue it ? How strikingly $hese incidents illustrate
present day eenditions in the Christlan Church. Is it
net se ? Let me be brief but speelfic.

Death and

The first incident deals with the question of pro-
phetie ministry, the ministry of the prophet in a time
of great and dire national need. OB, the need to-day
for a prephetic ministry in the Christian Church !
What is a prephetie minisitry ? The prophet is the
fan whe uneompromisingly stands for the revealed
puga%e 6f Ged in all its punity and In all its fulhess ;
and a prephetie ministry is a ministry which reveals
the purpese ef Ged to the people of Ged, and ealls
them inte that purpese in the Name of God. Can you
Rame a deeper, greater need than the need of pro-
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the ascended Lord, * beause L 80 to the Fathrr
That is the secret of it.

*‘But ye shall receive power when the Holy Ghost is
come upon you : and yc shall be my witnesses *'.
Theniisan{ascended, glorified, enthroned Lord, Whose
Spirit is given to us as the power for effective ministry
is the secret of everything. No paralysis there, no
bankruptcy there, but everything fruitful and fflour-
ishing. Whatsoever our experience may be, it is as

true as God™> Word is true mat if we move i i
E@W@f of the great fact that Christ is there at
ather’s right hand, and His Spirit is in us, we
be able to fulfil an Elisha ministry, and in the eqd {fe
great testimony for which Jesus went to Calvary W
be complete, His Church will be called out, braught
together and matured, so that He can come and ta
it to Himself as the instrument of the administratien
of the Kingdom of Godl. SA.

Life and Death

* For the love of Chiriist constraineth us ; beczuse
we thus judge, that one died for all, therefore all
died ; and he died for all, that they which live
should no longer live unto themselves, but unto him
who for their sakes died and rose again. Wherefore
we henceforth know no man after the flesh : even
though we have known Christ after the flesh, yet
now we know him so no more. Wherefore if any
man is in Christ, he is a new creature : the old
things are passed away : behold, they are beiome
new. But all things are of God, who reconciled us to
himselfl through Christ, and gave unto us the
ministry of reconciliation ** (11 Cor. v. 14-1S).

The Invasion of Death

I want to try and put the meaning of that portion
of Seripture into a simple, concise form of explanation.
Yeu see that its main theme is life and death. Now,
the Bible teaches that death was not natural, it did
fiet belong to the constitution of things. It was not a
law whieh Ged put into man and nature, that after a
éertain time he and It should die. Death is not a
natural law eriginelly. 1t Is something altegetiier un-
natural frern Ged's standpelnt. Death was an invasion
likke the invasien ef an enemy, and is always regarded
in tne Bible as an enemy wWhieh has invaded, has no
Fght, and eusht net to BE. Yey knew that, deep down
iR YBUF very beifg, you revelt against death. There is
that whieh says, THis is wrens, death is wrong, desth
ueht Aet te Be ! Yes, the Bible teaches that death Is
an invading enemy whe has get in and really should
Ret be there : Re 78 an intruder inte Ged's ereation.

But the Bible just as definitely and fully reveals
that there is such a thing as a deathless condition or
state, a state out of which the very sting of death,
whieh is sin, has-been rooted,extiricated ; a state free
from death, a deathless life. 1n the New Testament, in
our transketion, it is so often called ° eternal life ‘"—
not a very complete and perfect explanation of what
it is, for that phrase always conveys the idea of dura-
tion rather than kind. We come to that again. The
Bible, we are saying, equally reveal¥ a conditiun of
deathless life which is not only continuation inde-
fimitely but is glorious life, or a life of glory. Th-Te is
no glory about death as death. You may see fiory
triumphing in the presence of death as in the parsing

of a saint triumplmamtily, but death itself has no glory
in it. Glory is only found in deathlkssmess, and this
deathless life of which the Bible speaks is a glorious
life in its essence, in its nature ; that is, it has all the
power of glory and glorification in it.

There are two sides of the Bible about this matter,
but we have to returm for the moment to the former.
God, so to speak, had to make a grave ; He had to
make a grave for what had been invaded by death.
Graves have always signified the end of a certain
order, a certain form, a certain creation. You have to
say over even' grave, That is the end of something,
and it is the end of that in which death has its root,
its place, its grip. So we find that graves came in
right at the beginning. Semetimes, and usually e
fAere eften, they are the graves of individuals. Yeu
Have the meneteneys repstition—Su-adrs died and
was bufied ; Se-and-se died and was bufied. Byt You
alse find very B!%_ graves inte whieh vast mulitudes
were east at one time. The fleod in the days of Neah
wag ene of Ged's graves. 1t stands as a great type
and symbel ef tRis truth, that sin werks death and
death must have a grave. There must Be the buping
of sefnething, the putiing away ferever ef semething.

But let us remember that death does not begin with
the body, death is not first of all physical. Death is
first spiritual. The bodily or physical side of it is only
just the final outworking so far as our being here on
this earth is concerned ; it is the final stage of death's
working in us here, But death started long before
that. It is firstly spiritual, and the nature of death is
simply, but terribly, severance from God,a rupture in
the Divine relationship. When that takes place, there
is death. When we becorme eonseious of that, we know
something very, very mueh more terrible than physi-
cal death. Indeed, many have sought most eagerly to
bring about physical death in the hope that they
might gueneh this full conseiousness of their separa-
tion from God as it has broken upon them. To become
alive to the fad:, which fact exists in the case of even:
one of us outside of Christ, to become alive to the fact
that we are severed from God, are without God in our
natural state and therefore without hope, is the
meaning of death, and it is an awful thing.

Now, apart from an interveswion of God. the whole
situation is desperate and hopeless. There is nothing
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for it but eternal separation and somewhzre becoming
conscious of it, becoming conscious that that separa-
tion is a fixed thing—that is awiul. A hopeless and
desperate situation exists unless Gol intervenes. It
requires God to intervenc : only God can meet this
situation. You know quite well that in the physical
realm, with all inventions and devices, there is no
power of man in existence to ultimately {rustrate
death. Wh:n th: time for death has really come,
nothing can change that. We are all comp:lled to
bow, to surren-ler. It will take Almighty God in a
direct intervention to change the situation and bring
in hope.

God's Intervention

Well, that brings us to the other side. God has
intervened. That is the Gospel.  So f{amiliar is the
word to us that it has lost its rcal meaning and im-
pact and force : it is just thought to be some kind of
preaching, something that preachers talk about. Theyv
call it * the Gospel °, and it is a word despised by many.
Ah, but originally it carried a different sense—God's
spell, God's good news, and you have to be in a
desperate situation in order to appreciate good news.
I we recognise how desperate the sitvation is, we are
ready for good news. God's Gospel is this, that He
has intervened in a hopeless situation. He has Him-
self intervened in this very matter, this desperate
state of things. God has not sent an angel, not even an
archangel. He has come Himself, incarnated in the
Person of His Son, Jesus Christ, and so has inter-
vened in this scene and state of desperate hopzless-
ness, ,

Well, now we are keeping verv close to what we
read. * One died for all ”’. One stepped into the place

that all were in. He, sinless, Who knew no sin, He in_

Whom there was no sting of death at all, which is sin :
He over Whom death had no right or power whatso-
ever, He \WWho in His own right and prerogatlve of His
very nature of sinlessness could not be touchsad, let
alone holden, of death, He came into the scene. He
Who knew no sin, was made sin on our behalf (II
Cor, v. 21), and by His being made sin the sting
of death was there, and so He sufiered the death of
sin in our place. He died as in our room and stead, asa
sinner upon Whom were laid our transgressions, our
sins, Hedied our death, bore judgmentinour place,and
the point at which He touched our stute far beyond
our consciousness was this, that there was given to
Him in an eternal moment the awfil conscicusness
of what death is—abandonment by Goul—when He
cried, ** My God. my God. why hast thou Jorsaken
me ? " (Mark xv. 34). He entered thus into the full
and consummate meaning of death. anid to have that
for a moment is to touch eternity. In that moment,
He entered into th full consciousness of separation
from God. We have never had that and nved never
have it, thank Go3! That is wh:re He went instead
of us.

““...that they which live..."”" That clearly indicates
life bevond death ; that clearly in licates resurrection
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from the dead. Postpone th: physical side of that,
that is in the future. The spiritual side of this is now,
resurrection from the dead now. God ' raised him
from the dead and set him at his own right hand "
(Eph. i. 20).
Him, positioned Him in th> sense and with the mcan-
ing that here is One inztalled \Who is an inclusive
representution of many othars. He is the tvpe, the
firstborn, the firstiruits, the forerunner of many others
who will und can come into that blessed position of
deliverance from the power of death because of de-
liverance from the condemnation of sin. He is in-
stalled, He is placed, He is set as thz representative
One, ** that they which live should no longer live unto
th:msehves, but unto Him who for their sakes (or in
thuir place) died and rose again . Th>intervention of
God in Christ, the raising of Him from the dead and
setting Him at Hiz own right hand, has broucht hope,
eternal hopa, into the place of that awful despair and
hopelessness in which we are.

Dear friends, do recoznise the infinite grace of God
in this present time. Gol declares facts to us: He
does not, He could not possibly, bring those {acts home
to ug in any fulness whutsoever. If we were to have
the fact of our condition outside of Christ brought
fully-home to us, we should disintegrate, we should go
raving mad, something would happen, we should com-
mit suicide, do something desperate, we could not
bear it. In His mercy, God is not doing that. But He
is saying that we nced not know that. When He speaks
of a darkness where there is weeping and wailing 2nd
gnashing ol teeth (Matt. xiii. 42. etc), He knows what
He is talking about. Thoreis a consciousness of hope-
lessness, full and complete. Bat that is the dark side.
In His mercy, He says that that Is not necessary be-
cause He has intervencd to save us from it, and not
only to save us from that awlulness ol doom and
despair, of darkness and hell, but to save us unto glory,
deathless life which in its full ostworking is glory for
spirit and for body—a glorified body in th2 power of
this deathless life. He has intervened to secure for us
that which was the inh2ritance He meant us to have
at th: beginning, but which was lost to us throagh
Adam'’s sin, and this invasion of death. He has dealt
with the whole condition, cleared it up and made
possible a full realisation ¥f all that glorious hope.
** Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, who according to his great mercy begat us
again unto a living hops by th= resurrection of Jesus
Christ from th2 dead, unto an inh2ritanze inzorrupt-
ible, and undefiled, an that {adeth not away, re-
served in heaven for you " (I Pet. i. 3-4). ' A living
hope "*. That is what th's passage of Scripture that
we hive read amounts 1o.

But what is the practical thinz between the two ?
There is the awlul grave, and here are we, and that
grave is in oar path, it lics across our way : not just
th> grave of Mothrr Earth, but that awfu] grave, the
grave which God has had to dig [or a creation, the
grave of that awful deuth, that grave which is after all

(concinded en front cover)
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(continuted from back couver)

spiritually only a passage through into an awakening
which it is impossible to contemplate. Here we are,
and in our path lies that grave, but between us and
that grave stands a crozs—'' two arms outstretchad
to save, like a watchman set to guard the wav from
that eternal grave "—a eross on which thy Prince of
glory died, a cross where He, as us, suffered the con-
sequences of sin right to thezir full and most awful
realisation in God-forsakenness, and full consciousness
of it. That cross for us—that is the Gospzl.

" The Need of a Declaration on our Part

But the practical point {or us—it is simple, so sim-
ple that so many stumble at it, do not come to it, and
the great enemy who would hold in that grasp of sin
and death sets himsel{ with all his power and his
cunning to kecp from that act—what is it? A de-
claration on our part—that is all. Thisis the wayv from
death to life, this is the way from that awiulness to
that glorv—a declaration on our part that His death
was our death, the sinlaid on Him was our sin, the
separation from God which He experienced was our
separation from God. e were there in God's thought
and mind. When Christ died, we were there, He died
in the place of all—that is God's declaration. In that
death, our sin as the very sting of death was plucked
out and destroyed. In His resurrection, sinless, no
longer bearing sin, sin done away, buried forever jrom
God'ssight, in Hisresurrection oursinsare gone. Weare
no longer under death because we are no Jonger under
the penalty of sin. We stand justified in His resur-
rection. He lives for our justification, and in His
resurrection we are accepted by God and are given by
God that deathless life—''the free gift of God is
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord " (Rom. vi. 23)—
we are given that deathless life and possess it, the
germ of all that glory which is to be, and “though
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after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my
flesh shall I see God "’ (Job xix. 26), Not tn fAfs flesh—
in a glorificd body 1 shall see Gad. Th> body of
this humiliation shall be changed and made like unto

“the body of His glory (Phil. iii. 21). Thon it shall be

said, ** O death, where is thy sting ? O grave, where
is thy victory ?...Thanks be unto God, which giveth
us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ
(I Cor. xv. 55. 57). We make a declaration on both
sides, the death side and the resurrection side, and in
taking that pasition and expressing oar faith like
that, we come into the place whare we are no longer
under condemnation but justified, no longer in death
but in'lile, no lonyer in hopelessness of prospect but
now in the prospect of eternal glory.

A Practical Expression :

In the New Testament there is seen the way by
which that declaration is made practical. 1t is bap-
tism. The means does not efiect the result, it does not
bring it about. The means does not pass us from death
to life, from despair to hope, but it is God's given way
ol helping us to put our faith intv a very practical
expression. As we go into the water, we declare that
we have passed through ; that, on the one hand, we
have recognised ourselves as in that doomed, judged,
crucified, slain Son of Man. On the other hand, we see
that One in the glory there for us, nayv, He is there as
us, and we shall be there with Him in due course, That
is the declaration that this jorm of expression, bap-
tism, holds. God always asks that we should put our
faith into a practical expression. A practical expres-
sion does not save, but if the Lord has prescribed, there
is something about it which carries a blessing, and we
who have gone that way do know that it does carry 2
blessing. It is a glorious Gospel, changing despairing
darkness to light, shame to glory, hopelessness to the
most blessed prospect conceivable, T.A-5.
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JuLy-Auvcust, 1046 ' XO. 4, VOL. 24

Editor’s Letter
BeLoveED oF GobD,

Before I proceed, let me thank 21l those {riends who have written in such an appreciative way regarding

my letter in the last issue, 1f 1 had any questions as 1o the advisability of writing 2s ] did, these are certainly
. being weakened by the expressions of definite help and value coming from co many directions. Some {riends

have even gone so far as to express a wish that the letter might be printed separately and made available for
wider use. Well, we shall see. I hinted then that I might say more later, and with that sense of more needing
to be said, I am proceeding here with the matter. ] have dealt with some misapprehensions as to what our

_position is, and what we are seeking. It was not difficult to deal with the matters already mentioned, but

as we go on it does becorne less easy because the whole question of spiritual understanding begins tobeinvolved.
We can say concerning certain precise matters that it is or is not such and such ; but on other matters explan-

- ation is necessary, and, unless there is a certain spiritual capacity or position, it is like asking the blind to see.

To begin with, there is so often brought against us the charge of exclusiveness. We are said to be, either
actually, or in danger of becoming, an exclusive body. What I said earlier does partly answer this charge, but
not fully. If by exclusiveness it is meant that for fellowship it is necessary to subscribe to certain teachings,
truths, doctrines, forms of procedure, practices, or anything whatever extra to the basic and essential principles
or laws of faith in the Lord Jesus Christ resulting in new birth and living vnion with Him, then we most
fervently refute the charge, and say that it is simplv not true ! I{ it is thought or believed that there is some
form of membership and a membership roll which means that people are or are not of a company constituted
thus ; again the idea is false, We have no membership roll, either of a wider or 2 local company. Further,
we most earnestly seek to urge that Truth as such shall never be a basis of fellowship, but onlyv Life, and if we
frown on anything or any one at all, it is zof on those who do not ree just as we see, but on those who—even
amongst our intended {riends—make Light a pinnacle {from which they look down on those whom they think
have less.

But there is another side to this question. The idea of exclusivism has arisen partly or largely from the
fact that the ministry 2t our Conierences and in general is not shared by 2ll and sundry who are eamnest and
devoted servants of God of evangelical faith. Well, if that is the ground of the charge, we must plead guilty,
if it is guiit. But here is where understanding is called for. You see, dear friends, we should never have come
to be fulhlling the particular ministry to the Lord's pcople which we zre engaged irf, with all that it has come
to mean of greater spiritual fulness to so many through these years—a ministry reaching to almost every
country of the world—if the Lord had not dealt with us in a way peculiarly relevant and essential thereto.
It has been 2 deep and costly way, and still is so, {or it is not just certain themes that we are proclaiming, but a
life, an experience of the Lord, a powerful and dynamic reality which has to be wrought into the very being of
those concerned. Leaving aside altogether the question of measure and comparative value, it is a matter of the
specific object which the Lord has with and through us as an instrument Ior His purpose in Christ. However
much we may value all other ministries with their specific contribution to the whole—and we do so value them
—we cannot but preserve the distinctiveness of our responsibility and trust. We once tried an ** open plat-

Jorm " with the sincere object of avoiding the above charge, but the very meaning of our existence began to

disappear. \Whether vou agree with our message or not, vou surely must agree that a particular ministry

"requires thosc who have not just mentally agreed with it, but have gone through discipline in relation to it.

Now, there is another matter which has caused many much misunderstanding and misapprehension. It

. alsu is one of the contributing factors to the charpe of exclusiveness. It is fairly gencrally known that in our

jocal assembly life, when bLelievers have testified by baptism to their union with Christ, some who represent
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the Church gather round these believers and, laying their hands upon their heads, pray for them, and so testify

to the fact that * the Body is one * as by one Spirit. The fuller meaning of this is set out in one of the books

published by us, and it is not my intention to discuss it here. Let me say, as to this matter, and with emphasis,
that

a. There is no association with “* tongues ** or any other *‘ manifestations ** in this simple testimony. I person-
ally, after many years of knowing abmutsuchhtHingss, Haanee reaverr yett omcecheaaddaaryyanes sgadi<inttogyess
anywhere.

b. It i}:;ur very earnest wish that this matter of ** the laying-on-of-hands *' should never be one for propagation
in itself. This would be contrary to anything in the New Testament, for, whilejit is there as something
recognised, it is never—like baptism and other things—in itself apart a matter of commandment or
exhortation. So, if you know of anyone who singles this out and makes it a matter of challenge, please do
understand that we do not favour such a course.

c. Then, finally, this is no sign or token of special relatedness to ourselves. The matter is never preached among
us for acceptance or decision, it is only explained, and that only as related to the whole body of truth, not
something in itself. Nevertheless there is blessing in all that the Lord has indicated as expressing*spiritual

rinciples.

P Havli)ng said these things, and the letter has almost become a ** treatise *', and not by any means covering
the ground of all the opposition, 1 shall conclude for the present by touching upon a note of a more general
and superficial character. It is very often asked, especially by $tmmger and inexperienced Christians, why it is
that, if we are not all wrong, so many godly, devoted, and much-used servants of God are unsympathetic and
against us. There is a sense in which this is also our problem, and much could be said about it. The answer
in general is that it has been so again and again, both in and from New Testament times. But 1 will give my
own case as represemtative. Years-ago I was unquestionably stretched out to the full for God's best, (as 1
trust I am now), and there was no doubt whatever as to my devotion to the Lord. 1 was right in the full
tide of every kind of evangelical activity, and especially in conventions everywhere for the deepening of spiritual
life. I was a member of many Missionmary Boards and Committees, and was greatly in demand because it was
believed that I was a man with a message. This is putting into very few words an immense amount of teul
devoted activity and concern for the Lord's interests. Being a man of er 1 was open to the Lord for all
His will, I believed. But there was a certain realm of things against 1 was deeply prejudiced. It was
really the very essenee of the or ‘" Keswiek " teaehing, but I weuld net have it at any pfrice. 1 feught it
and these whe taught it. Te make a leng §ta%§hoft, the Lord toel me seriowsly in hand aleng anether line,
and Breught e into preat spiritual distress. The very thing that preved my emaneipation was that whieh 1
welild net fermerly have teuened fer anything. That preved the key te a fulfer life and a werld-wide rministry.
1 eame te see that my judgment had been whelly wieng, and that T was blinded by prejudice. 1 believed that' ‘
I was henest and right, and seemed te have evidence of it; but;ne, 1 was, in i1y igheranee, shutting eut seme:
thing which was ef great value to the Lord and te myself. fik Ged fer the praee o Be perfectly Henest when
the fact of prejugice was brought herme te My hearl. Perhaps this helps a little in answering the questien. Ne
fman is infalliBle, and ne ene has yet " apprehended ', e is ' yet perfest /. Many gedly men have had o
adjust in the presenee of fuller light given when a sense 6 NRECHHATECsHe RREESARYY

In writing thus, my hope is that it will provide a ground for the undoing of some of that persistent and
devoted work of Satan in weakening the Testimony of Jesus by dividing the Lord's people.
With love, and warmest greetings to you all,

Yours, as ever only for Him,
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_ ‘The Bringing in of 2 Man
** The first man Adam became a living soul. The
lust Adam a life-giving spirit ' (1 Cor. xv. 45).

A Lost Impact
We are going to be occupied with the meaning of
Christ. Before we come immediately into touch with
that matter, there are a few preliminary words that I
want to say, and thev have to do with something of
which we are'all conscious, a matter which is troubling,
I think 1 can say, the majority of real Christians. It

" is the matter of the lost impact of Christ, of the Gospel,

of Christianity. We are sufiering from a handicap,
and that handicap is tradition. Cbristianity bas be-
come that—a tradition so largely, something handed
down from gencration to generation. 1t has become a
theology, a set of doctrines, of statements about God,

. abopt Christ, about the Holy Spirit, and many other
. things, and as such it has passed very largely into the
' mental realmm—a thing to be worked out in thought, 2
. matter of reason, It has also become a great mystical

'

. cult. It has passed into the realm of art, and music,

" g0 that you can accept Christianity on that basis

. and be a Christian along that line, and yet that it
~ shall stand completely out of relation to your inner

;i ie. Think of all that goes to make up Christianity
‘7 8s it is known to-day, of the external, the soulish

*, appreciation ; and it has no impact.

There is the

“great need, surely,—and this is what we are seeking
‘. to come to at this time.

The great need is to get back to the real meaning of
Christ, so that a2 new impact may come upon our-

.+ selves, and there shall come a new impact upon the
* world through us.

1

r

;. movements,

The Peril of Specific Teachings
Before I go on to that, let me point out another
peril. It is the penl of specific teachings and specific
So often, specific teachings, although
they may be right, become something in themselves,
turn in upon themselves, and before long, run to seed,
and have nopositive impact. For a time they go on by
their own momentum, the enthusiasm of those who
are in them. They are carried on, and then they {ade,
they lose out. Now, the point is this, that everything
must be a direct emanation from Christ and a directive
to Christ, and mot something in itsel. 1t must come
out of Him, it must be a living expression of Him, and
it must draw back, lead back, to Him. It must be
" Christ as source, and Christ as goal, Christ Himsell.
We have to ask ourselves the question—Houw do we
teach thisorthat ? Are we teaching it or talking about
it as an ‘it ’, as some #nng; or is it always kept im-
. mediately and directly related to Him. that this is but
~ an expression of Christ, this is but a part of Him as
the whole ? When we detach something and begin
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to talk about 1f, whatever”it might be, and begin to
make a teaching around it, it is going to run to seed,
it is going to lose impact sooner or later, the thing is
going to come to an end ; we are simply going to box
the compass of truth, and then we shall have difficulty
in finding something {resh to say in a living way. No,
that will not de. It is Christ and only Christ Who is
the power of God to efiect the purpose of God, and
we must see how everything is but Christ in expression,
In a word, we must see the meaning of Christ, So
much for this preliminary word as 10 the need of
recovering impact, and the nature of our present
limitation and weakness.

Man, the Climax of Creation

Let us come right to this matter for a little while—
the meaning of Christ. In the verse which we read,
the first half of the statement takes us back to the
first chapters of the book of Genesis, to the bringing
in of man. God made man, created man, and it is
said of that man that he becarne a living soul, And
when that was done it says ‘‘ there was evening and
there was morning, the sixth day "". I am not going
to discuss any of the old questions about time periods
and so on, but in an order and arrangement of this
world's history, we are now in the sixth day (a
thousand years being as one day), and in this sixth
day the supreme thing is the bringing in of 2 man in
this Divine sense, the last Adam, the second Man, the
bringing in of Him personally in the Person of Jesus
Christ, and the bringing in of Hixn corporately in the
person of His Body, the Church. That liesin the back-
ground ; and thinking of the original bringing in of
man in Genesis i, how crisic that was in the whole
course of Divine activity ! What an immense point of
arrival that was, how tremendously significant it was |
We can say that it was t/ic thing supreme in the Divine
thought, and the bringing in of this second Man,
firstly Christ Himnsel{ and then the Church which is
His Body——called definitely and positively the "“new
man ' (Eph. i. 15y—is as climactic as was the
bringing in of Adam on that sixth day.

2

Man in the Divine Scheme of Things

(a} The Apswer and Explanation of Al Things

What did the first Adam mean in the whole scheme
of things ? Firstly, he was the explanation of all,
and the answer to the question of the universe. Why
the creation of this universe, heaven and earth and all
things thercin ? Why all this Divine activity and
labour, this expenditure of power and wisdom ? Why
this projecting of Divine energy ? Go through the
whole account fragment by fragment and usk why ?
The universe waits for an answer; it is full of
guestions on Dav Five. Duyv by day the gquestion
has been growing : every fresh touch of the Divine
hand, every fresh exercice of the Divine energy,
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wisdom and power, is intensifying the question—
What is it for ? The universe is one big question when
it is said, ** And there was evening and there was
morning, a fifth day . When it comes to * Amdl
there'was evening and there was moming, the sixth
day "'. the question is answered, the explanation 1§
given—man is here! “ Thou madest him to have
dominion over the works of thy hamdts; Thou hast
put all things under his feet ™ (Psa. viil. 6). So Adam
One was the explanation of all things, and the answer
to the guestion of the universe.

So also is the Christ, but infinitely more so. The
last Adam, the second Mtem, is the explanation of all
things. John tells us that quite clearly. ** All things
were made through him; and without him was not
anything made that hath been made" (John i. 3);
and'Paul says, ** 'All things have been created through
him, and unto him ™ (Call.i. 16). That is the meaning
of Christ, to begin with.

But remember there is this one new man, the Church
which is His Body of which He is Head. 1t, in the
larger, corporate, spiritual sense, is Cliwiist in expression.
It is unnecessary here for me to remind you that the
article is very often used in relation to the Clhwuclp:
it is called "the Christ™. ‘' As the body is one, and
hath many members, and all the members of the
body, being manj-, are one bodly; so also is the
Chnist * (1 Cor. xli. 12 Gr.). One body, many members.
That does not rule out His separate personality, but
in this Divine thought He has jeined Himself to, or
eonstituted by Himself, a Bedy of many. members,
whieh is the answer te the guestions ef the universe
and the explanatien ef all things; and there are more
than hints 1 the Seriptiyes that in 4he end it will be
fanifested that Chist, the Sen, with the sens,
unveiling, is the answer and explanatien of all
things. ‘' The earnest expeetation of the ereatien
waiteth fer the revealing ef the sens ef Ged ” (Rem.
vili. $9), and in that day ef the manifestation of the
86Rs 81 664 the deelaration is that the ereatien itself
Rall be delivered: Why is this ereatien always se
BOFiVE, sgenm §6 far ahd stepping sheft, net geing
thretgh 7 WhY, with all its tretiendeus povendalities
2Rd reseurees dhd aBilities —why. with 8l this, dees it
Ui 1R HEBH itself 1o destroy {iself, net deliver itself?
WH&‘ gveh te-day when seefets afe Being unearthed
divillged, when Men Rave Feached sueh @ paint of
knewledge 2nd unRderstanding, Why Ret ah emergenee
Inte Utepia,; Instead 6of 2 de H@fﬁﬂ@% iRte barbarism
and self-destruetion® With everdning s8 wenderfy
i} s afl toward FHBF? sHifeHHg, MQre evil, fhere
estruction: However faf it §8€§; 1he creation eapnet
gt {HFOLER, €3ANBE Bresk dway, E?HHSE Eferge 18

g 2 BIBHBYS ereatien ; But Rere !f éﬂ@ definite state:
faent that the ereatien itself shall b delivered frem
Bendage and frem eorruption in fHe Reuf of the
fanifestation of ihe sens of Godl- What 18 the answer
ig the giiestion of the upiverse *—and there is & B!g
%uem_e . WHhY this universe, Why even this part o
{t, this fragment ef it, this werd ? What s iEe
explanatien ¥ Give us the answer! MYy seul; the
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answer is here. As in that smaller, limited realm
Adam was the answer to, and the explanation of,
that first creation, so in a far larger way, Christ is
the answer to, and the explanation of, all things.

(b) The Terminal Point Between Purpose and Fullilment
But that is only the beginning. What did Adam
mean in the scheme of things ? He was the terminal
point between purpose and fulfilment. 1 hope that
is not too difficult. We are let into this by the Word
of God, that before ever that Divine hand set to work
to constitute this creatiion, this present world order,
there were counsels purposing the eternal purpose.
A great Divine thought was worked out, and it was
projected, put into operation, and it reached a
terminus when man, Adam, was created, because it
was untoe him and then to be through him for resliiss-
tien. There are the simple indications in the story
that Ged werked up to man, put things into man. ‘1
have fhade yeu eustodian of Ml purposes and inten-
tions ; upen yeu rests the preat responsibility for
purpese’. He was the terminal peint at whieh
the purpese arrived, and frem whieh its fulfilment
was ‘jntended te begm; We. knew, ef esurse; his
tragedy, and hew the @99&%95@ stopped shert with
Rim iR realisation, Byt God has never abandened His
uFpese, and. immediaiely Adam broke down, the
ast Adam was mentiened, intimated, the §8€d ",

As with Adam in that limited way, that intended
way, so with Christ. He is the termimal point of all
Divine counsels and purposes and thoughts and
intentions. They are all unto Him. For Adam, we
are told, was, after all, but a figure of Him that was'
to come. (Rom. v. i4). 1n Christ, all that ever was’
in the purposes of Godl found its point of arrival, and
blessed be Ged, through Him and by Him all those
Divine purposes are worked out and perfected and
realised without any breskdewn. The meaning ef
Chiist is that He is the terminal peint ef all the
thoughts of Ged frem eternity to eternity, as to puf:
pose and fulfilment.

In the corporate, we, *‘chasen in Him, ™ * callkd
according to (the eternal) purpose ™, are to be instru-
mental in the working out of the purpose to its fivll
realisation, and, as a centre to the universe, the
Church will be the embodiment and representation
and expression of all those Divine intentions and
purposes, as we are in Christ Jesus.

(¢) The Climax of Divine Energies

Again, Adam was the climax of Divine energies.
God had worked, and worked steadily, dieveloping,
increasing, moving up period by period, day by day—
whatever that might mean, there is room for quite a
lot in it, it does not matter—He had been pro-
gressively putting forth His energies in an ever-
growing way, and phase by phase, step by step, there
had been added and added increase, measure by
measure, enlargement uUpon enlargement: and man
was the climax of these Divine energies. When you
come to Day Sevef, there is ne evening or morning
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mentioned. It is eternal in principle, the climax of
Divine energy.

We are not just thinking about material and tem-
poral things, we are talking about the last Adam, a
life-giving Spirit; we are talking about things spiritval
and things eternal now. In this far greater realm,
which will doubtless involve the lesser—it will involve
the material creation, it will involve our very physical
bodies at length—but in that which is above all and
over all, supreme to all, that is, the spiritual, Christ is
the climax of all Divine energies, {or in Him God
finishes His work and comes to rest. God finds His
final satisfaction in His Son, the Lord Jesus, and the
fact that He has raised Him and glorified Him—and
remember that it is a part of apostolic attestation that
God glorified the Son, clothed Him with glory ; and
what they saw by the Spirit, and what Saul of Tarsus
met even in the fiesh, was the glorified Son of Man—
the fact that He glorified Him was God's way of at-
testing Him as His complete-satizfaction ; and the
Church is ultimately seen as coming down out of
heaven, having the glory of God, which means that
God has found His satisfaction, not only in an indivi-
dual, but in a Body, the one new man, the climax of
Divine energies. God is working now. That very word
in our New Testament translation—! work ' or * work-
ing ' or * worketh-'—is in the original, the word from
which we get ‘energy . It is energeo: ** It is God who
worketh (energizeth) in you both to will and to work,
for his good pleasure "' {Phil. ii. 23). Again Paul says,
“ Working in us (energizing in us) that which is well-
pleasing in his sight ** (Heb. xiii. 21). So we might go
on. The Divine energies are at work. What for ? Te

bring about the climax in the Body, as it has been -

brought about in the Head—the climax of glory. So
was Adam in his realm ; so is Christ in His far more
transcendent realm.

(d) The Instrument for Answering the Iniquity of the
Universe

Again, Adam was the intended instrument for
answering on earth the evil that had .broken out in
heaven. An evil thing had occurred. One occupying
a place of very great influence and glory, the ** Cover-
ing Cherub,' had said, ‘* I will be like the Most High "'
(Isa. xiv. 14). Iniquity was found in him. '’ I beheld
Satan fallen as lightning {rom heaven '’ (Luke x. 18).
** How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of
the morning ! *' (Isa. xiv. 12). ‘* And angels which
kept not their own principality, but left their proper
habitation, he hath kept in everlasting bonds under
darkness unto the judgment of the great day *' (Jude
6). Anevilconspiracy, an iniquitous thing somewhere
in heaven, had brbken out, and evidently multitudes
of angels were implicated and were cast out of that

- realm, and they turned to the earth ; and Adam had

this great opportunity and great responsibility of an-
swering that thing, so far as this earth was concerned.
It was given to him in faith, in loyalty, to shut the
door of this world to that iniquity, to keep it outside.
Ve know he became the open door to it. ** As through

one man sin entered into the world, and death through
sin " (Rom. v. 12}; the door was opened. We are
not speaking now of the issue, we are speuking of
what Adam was in the Scheme of things. He was
intended. to be the answer on this earth to that
iniquity which had broken out in the universe: he
failed.

Ah, but how easy it is to sec this in all that we
know now about the Lord Jesus. He has shut the
door of a new creation so that that iniquity will never
get in, so that that desth will never have a place.
‘" There shall be no-more curse’ (Rev. xxii. 3);
there shall be no more sin ; *' there shall be no more
death ” (Rev. xxi. 4). He is 2 door; but a closed
door to that, and an open door only te life. He has

answered that iniquity so far as the creation is con- .

cerned ; He has met the full force of that very same
evil power. The devil and all his angels, with all the
evil that they bring in their train, all the spiritual evil
that serrounds them like an atmosphere, He has felt
it, He has registered it, He has known its impact
upon Him; He has known conflict even unto a

bloody sweat. He has known it, and He has answered

it. " To this end was the Son of God manifested, that
he might nullifv*’ (that is the word) * the works of
the devil ”' (1 Johniii. 8); and in Himself it is done.
The meaning of Christ, the last Adam, is that He
answers the iniquity ol this vniverse, He has answered
it by His Cross, and He has answered the instigator

of ‘it all ; the prince of this world He has cast out

(John xii. 31).

{e) The Channe! of Life to a World Race

Adam was the intended life channel to a world race.
We do not know by definite statement, we can only
conclude by deduction, what would have happened
if they had chosen another tree instead of the one
which they did choose. 1{ they had refused the tree
of the knowledge of good and evil and had chosen
the tree of life, our deduction is, {from fairly good
intimation, that the tree of life signified, symbolised,
Divine life, uncreated life ; what, in the New Testa-
ment we know as etermal life; for when Adam
sinned, the Lord said, "'...Jest he put forth his hand,
and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live for
ever—"" (Gen. iii. 22). H@ put that tree out of their
way and put them out of the way of that tree. Talking
about spiritual principles, (vou can forget the symbol-
ism if vou like), if Adam had chosen the alternative
and repudiated the forbidden, he would andoubtedly
have produced after his kind, and have been the door
and the channe! of life to a world race. On the other
side, our other deduction—and it is more of a definite
statement this time—is that through him death came
upon all, through him, the one man ; and through
this other One Man—life. *“Thelast Adam "’ then does
really mean that He is the channel of life to a world
race. That is the meaning of Christ. -

But His Bodv is a channel also of His life, life to
be transmitted {rom Him. How much we would like
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Lo say about wmat ! \\e¢ are suMply indicatmg things
at the moment.

(I} Spiritual Head in Terms of Life

Finally, for the moment, Adam was, in the scheme
of things in the Divine thought, the spiritual head of
creation and of the race in terms of life through faith
and righteousness ; head in terms of life, The key to
evervthing with God is life. You begin with life, you
end the Bible with life, and the whole history of things
is, the battle for life, lile and death locked in this
terrific conflict. Christ in the higher spiritual reaim
than the first Adam is God's appointed Head of the
creation and of the race in terms of life. It is not
official, ecclesiastical, it is life. We must realise that
Christ’s ascendancy, supremacy, power, ability and
all that goes with Headship, is in terms of His prero-
gative of life. He is the Son, vested with life ; He has
the right given Him of God to give life to ar many
as believe. That is why He is Head. You can set up
people in office and make Popes of them and they
may make great claims, but what does it amount to ?
When you come up against death, what can they do?
But bring in one who has the power of life over death,
be he never so humble on this earth, he is head, he
is master, he is Jord. You may bring all the greatest
physicians that the world knows into the presence of
death, and when death takes charge, they are help-
less. But supposing you bring in a little, insignificant
person who is nobody, with no capabilities whatever
in this world, no training, and that one be invested
with the power of life over death, be rules out all
these others, they are as nothing in his presence, he
is Jord of the situation.

Christ is Head, not just by appointment, but in
terms of life, We may be very insignificant people on

this earth, nothing at all to be taken account of by-

the world, but if only we have Christ in fulness
of life we are in a supreme position, we make all
the great organisations and institutions as nothing.

" It is a spiritval thing, the impact of Christ; not

tradition, not history, not theology, but the spiritual
power of His presence in terms of life through faith
and righteousness.

* Through Faith and Righteousness

Life through faith—I expect you have fought that
battle out. You know as well as I do that the sooner
we settle it, the better. Immediately doubt comes in,
death comes in. It does not maiter how difficult
the sitvation’is and how real and genuine may seem
to be the problem, as soon as we give way to doubt
we are encompassed by death, and, although the
situation may seem to be an utterly impossible one,
if only faith can hold, death is kept at bay, there is life
through faith. '

Let us look at the first Adam in this matter. The
whole thing pivoted upon faith. It was through un-
belicf of God that death came in through the first
Adam. We substitute another word for faith, in
order to get nearer to it. Suppose we use the word

*loyalty °, for, after all, that wus the issue—oyalty -
‘to God. Loyalty is good faith. Oh, how much of
death and limitation and defeat the Church is suffer-
ing to-day because of this disloyalty of its own
pe?lc, not only to the Lord, but 1o one another;
and the enemy has an immeasurable degree of advan-
tage because of this disloyalty. It may seem to be
coming down to a Jower level, but I do think that we
have to learn very much more of this lésson of mutual
loyalty, standing by one another, being true to one
another: even though there may be doubts and
reasons for questions, nevertheless, being loyal, finding'

. a ground of loyalty, Loyvalty is a grand thing. Adam
failed in loyalty to God. He listened to the Evil
One : he accepted the insinuation about God; he
took on the unholy inference that the devil made;
he allowed it to get in and gave an assent to it instead
of standing true to God. being loyal to God, saying,
Well, I do not understand, 1 cannot explain, but I
believe God! Faith and loyalty are really one in
essence, and it is the onlyv way of life.

The Lord Jesus fought that battle. Note the utter
loyalty of Christ to the Father. Yes, there was
plenty for the enemy to play with. He was hungry
and weak {rom His long {ast, yet He was not going
to be disloyal to the Father at the suggestion of
the enemy. VYes, He was suffering, and was going
to suffer, ostracism, discount and persecution in this
world, and it was a hard way of deprivation. That
pinnacle-oi-the-temple way might have been a quick
road to fame and popularity, but at the expense of
loyalty to the Father, and He was having none of
it. "It is written"; it is written’; ‘it is
written”’. Andall the way through, it was that, His
solid loyalty of faith to the Father, that made Him
Head in terms of life. It is a big lesson and a v
difficult one. We are probably allin that hard sch:c?:
but we are learning that it does not do to let in doubt,
to cede any ground to the suggestions of the enemy.
We know that we are involved in spiritual death
immediately we begin to question the Lord. Some-
thing comes over our spirits, and we know we are
paralysed until we take that ground back again, get
that cleared up and recover a position of faith.

Righteousness ; for our present purpose, all we
will say is that righteousness means bringing every-
thing unte God—His rights! That is where Satan
sinned ; be sought to draw from God to himself,
to get God's worship transferred to him. That is
where Adam Jfailed ; to take out of God and bhave if
in himself. * Ye shall be..."; *‘ye shall know "
(Gen. iil. 1-5). And that is where the Lord Jesus
overcame. He held everything for God ,and unto
God ; He drew everything to the Pather. He attri-
buted everything to the Father., ‘ The words that I.
speak '; ‘the works that 1 do’ (John xiv. 10);.
everything to the Father. He lived worshipping, and
thus He became Head over the creation and the race
that was to be, in terms of life, for worship is lile, and
life is because of righteousness. So says Paul

We must stop there for the time being. Are you
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"Hagginning to see something of the meaning of Christ ?
If we can really see the Lord anew, and come back
.into a more living, utter oneness with Him, there
wwill be a recovery of the lost impact, there will be a

living testimony—mot just teaching and net just a
movement=—tthate will’be the impact of Christ Hif-
self. Nry the Lord accomplish it soon i1

T.A-S.

“In Thy Light Shall We See Ligtt”

Rewpiwe : Gem. i. 3-5 ; Psa. xxxvi. § ; Psa. xliii. § ;
cxxxix. 1, 23-4 ; Matt. vi. 21-24 ) John i. 4;
Eph. v. 13; 1 Johm i. 5-7;; 1 Com. xi. 28, 31 ;
II Cor. xiii. §.

If one does not set out to serve God

sone does not feel the necessity for light. It is only

when one has been touched by Godi, apprehended by

«God, and one seeks to go forward with Gadl, then one

finds how necessary light is. There is a fundamental

need for light to know the mind of Gadi; to know what

Jis of the Spirit and what is of the soul; to knowwhat

is Divine and what is human, merely out of man ; to

know what is really heavenly, and what is only earthly;
the difference between the things which are spiritual
and the things which are carnal ; to know whether
<God is really leading one, or whether one is walking
by one’s feelings, senses or imaginations. 1t is when
=we have been put to a position where we would like

to follow God fully that we find the light is a

necessary thing in the Christian life.

Oiamination does not come from Introspection

For the past few days I have been talking with a
number of brothers and sisters, and the same question
has come up-again and again. The question is, How
ean 1 know that 1 am walking by the Spirit ? How do
I know that 1 am not walking by myself ? How do 1
diﬁti.nghuish which prompting in me Is from the Spirit
and which prompting is from self ? How do 1 know
that this is natural and the other spirituzll ? 1t seems
as i the%_bare quite alike. Some have even gone
further., They try to look within, to differentlate, to
diseriminate, to analyse ; and they bring themselves
inte deep bondage. They think bg lecking within,
'9% analysing their own Ieelings, they can find out
what is 6f Ged and what is fiet of Gedl. Net enfly se,
some Have been asking e the guestien, How do 1
knew that 1 have fie will of my ewn ? 1 de fet want
te de anything-eut frem myself, 1 try to fellow Ged,
and 1 have get ne knewledge whether what 1 have
sbeen tRinking er desiring is of Geod ef mself—even
that 1 de net knew. Se they try te leek within and

-aske if this is frem Ged oF if this is frem self.

Now, this is a situation which is really serious to
Christian life, for no looking within will bring us
inward knowledge ; and looking within, or, using
another word, self-examination has been used by
Christians as the means of acquiring kmowiledige,
whereas self-examinatiom is not stated in the Word
of God to be the way for us to know ourselves or to
know anything. We have to be careful ; we have to
‘have self-knowledge, we have to know what is goin2
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on within, we do not want to live in a fools* paradise
because we have altogether gone wrong and vet we
do not know we are wrong. But how does that*knew-
ledge come about ? It is not coming abeut By fy
turning within, analysing my own feelings, metives,
everything that is going on within, and then trying {6
pronounce whether 1 am walking by the SHiFit ef
from myself. This is the erucial peint te-day ip the
lives of many. °

We have read two passages, one in I Cor. xi, and one
in 1§ Cox. xiii. Both these passages can easily be
made to teach that Chistians should examine them-
selves, which is not true. Inm I Cor. xi. the Lord did
say we have to discern ourselves or we have to juege
ourselves, but please’ remember in that particular
connection it is associated with the Table, and
that knowledge is to discerm whether we recognize
the Body or not, and that has nothing toe de with self-
knowledge, as such. The whole question is that I
should discern myself, judge myself as to my relation
to the Body. The question is not that I sheuld try t6
discern myself, examine myself, te find eut whieh
feeling in me s of Gedl and whieh feeling is net ef
Ged, which is the right kind of mevement in me and
whieh is the wreng kind. 1t is nething te de with that.
1t is a guestion of my relatienship with the Bedy. *

Then another passage which has been very often
quoted is I1 Cam. xiii. §. You have a very strong
command from Paul that you should examine your-
selves, whether you are in the faith or not. It is not
to discover whether you are living by the Spirit or
whether you are living from yourself, that you should
try to examine yourself.. It is nothing to do with any-
thing in yourself, it is an examination of yourself to
khow whether you are in the faith or not. Areyoua
Christian ? The gquestion is, Examine yourself to
find whether you are & Christiam: or net. That is all.
De you reslly belleve in the Lord Jesus ? Have you
got that fundamental faith ® 1t is nething to do with
self-iinowihedlyee or the knowledge of the will of God.
Se we put away these twe passages which have been
used te preve what the Werd ef élees net teaeh.

Illumination can come from Gad Alone

Now we will go back to the Word of God to find
out what is the thing which God has given us or
which He is going to give us, for us to know ourselves
and to know His mind. Let us remember that verse
in the Psalms, Psalm xxxvi. §, ** In thy light shall we
see Jight . 1 think thai is one of the best verses in the
Oid Testament. There are two lights there ; the
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first light is ** Thy light "', and then, if we have that,
we shall see light. . .

Now, these two lights are different. The first light
is objective, the second light is subjective. The first
light is the light which belongs to God, but is given to
us. The,second light is the knowiedge imparted by
that light given. ' In thy light shall we see light.”
We will know something, we will be clear about some-
thing. We shall see. That is the second light. How
can we come to the point of saying, Praise the Lord, I
know it ! How do we come there? In Thy light.
How different it is from our theories! We think we
have to Jook within to find out what is the light,
that is, what is the true condition inside. We try to
find it by thinking, by analysing, by those intro-
spective ways of turning within to put evervthing in
its order, to find out which is which ; but no man has
ever got to know God that way, and no man has ever
got to know himself that way, It is not the Divinely
appointed way Jor sell-knowledge ; self-examination
is utterly useless there. It can only leave you in
doubt, in bewilderment, in everything being hazyv.
1 would like to emphasize this as strongly as possible.
That is not the path by which God is leading us. No,
the path is, ' In thy light shall we see light *. When
there is the light coming from God, we will see some-
thing. No sight has ever corre by feeling or by analvs-
ing. Sight only comes by the light of God coming in.
That is the Divinely appointed way.

You remember in Psalm cxxxix, the Psalmist said,
* Search me and know my heart ”'. You know what it
means to say, Search me. It does not mean that [
search myself. * Search me ' means * You search
me "', You search me and know my heart. That is the
way. Itisfor God to comein and search, not for me to
search. I do not mean to say we may live in a careless
way and just go on as we like. No, that is not the
thing. The question here is the knowledge of self as
such, where does it come from ? 1t comes from God
searching me, not from m\ searching mysell.

Now the point comes, What does it mean that we
come into the light ? What does it mean, * In thy
light shall we see light ** ? \When He searches me, He
will know my heart. How ? I think we had better
cease from the doctrinal side, and come down to
practical things, I think some of us have been living
quite honestly before God. We believe that we have
been quite honest, and we do not think there is much
wrong with us; for a number of days we have been
making progress, we think, going on; then somehow
" the entrance of thy word giveth light’'. Some
brother has given out the Word of God, and that word
has made an entrance into us, or we ourselves have
been waiting before God, and the Word of God has
come in in power. Then we see something which we
have never seen before. We are convicted, we know
where we are wrong. We look up and confess, Lord,
I have sinned, how blind I was; for so many yeurs
I have been wrong and vet I did not know it | Light
comes in and you see light. The light of God brings
you to see the light concerning yourself, and every

knowledge of self comes through that way, It may
not be the Word sometimes. Some of us have
known saints who really know the Lord, and through
praving with them or talking with them, in the light
radiated from them, you see something which you
have never seen before.

The light of God is the thing that brings us to a
knowledge of ourselves. All the rest will not do it,
Introspection will never bring us even one step
nearer the truth. Some of us are prone to do it
more than others, but let us settle it with God. Can ]
find out my true state by turning within ? If I cannot
T will not do it any more, 1 will have to let go.

IMumination comes by walking in the Light of God

So we come to the point. What is the light and how
can we be brought into the light of God to know our-
selves 7 In1 Johni.s, we have that ' God is light ",
*If we walk in the light, as he is in the light... "
(1 John i. 7). God is in the light and we walk in the
light. Walking in the light means always being open
to exposure, there is nothing which cannot be tonched
by light. There is a law about’light, it comes in
wherever there is a crack ; if you let it, it will come in.
But the point is that we must be in the light, and
walking in the light is one of the most precious things
in the world. Do you not admire, or sometimes even
envy, those who live really in the light of God, and
know what they are doing ? There is such a walk with

God, such a knowledge of God, such a constantly being .

under the Divine, searching light, that the slightest
spot of darknesswill be brought into light immediately.
It is a marvellous thing. Life and light are interwoven,
yau cannot separate the two, Reallight from God is
something very preciovs. It is the starting point
of the new creation, and it is the starting point of the
old creation. ‘' Let there be light: and there was
light.” Before evervthing elce, the first point isehght.
God wants to bring us into the reality of it, and chow
us what it is. Light is the first thing. Some of us
mistake our own teelings to be the will of God. To
some of us it seems as if the Word of God is most hazv,
is something which we do not understand, it is beyond
us. But there are those whom you have met, and they
have seen the light of God, they know what they are
doing. They know that the will of God is'that : even
in the future, being brought before the Bemu, even
then the whole thing will stand. When God brings
everything to light, you will find that there is still
something which will stand. There is still something
known as gold, silver, precious stones, which will stand
not only the burning, but the light before the Judg-
ment Seat. That is greatly to be desired. Living in the
light, not living in uncertainty, in analyvsis of all kinds,
but living in the light, knowing that you know. Itis
waulking in the light that produces that.

Diumination is kmown inwardly in terms of Life

The light is something objective. God is light. But
Christ is our iife, and that life is the light of men. We
have that life, have we not > Praise the Lord, the life
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is in Him, and He is in us. He is our life, and that life
is the light. There is something inside showing you
somethimg,’ there is something in you breaking forth
into knowledge. It is not that I try to find out things,
it is something shown. I cannot emphasize that word
strongly enough, it is shown. People may ask you
why and how, and you say, I cannot say ; I know
it, that is all. You know what you have got. [f
you have seen it, you have seen it, that is all. This
[a the life that is in us.

So the difference between the carnal man and the
spiritual man is a difference of knowledge. We know
by life, they know by knowledge. We eat of the fruit
of the Tree of Life ; they eat of the fruit of the Tree of
the Knowledge of Good and Evil. They try to judge,
to come to a point where they say, This is good, or,
This is evil. Their knowledge of good and evil comes
from a finding out, a trying to analyse and come to a
conclusion. To us sometimes we do not know,
it may appear to be right, but the whole question is
Life or death ? Ouwr right and wrong, our true pathway
Is this, Is there life or is there death ? 1s the Lord
rising up in me in life, or is He not rising at all ? It is
fot only a question of good and evill; the guestion s,
life, and the life is the light. WHhen the Lerd is rising
in us, we knew it; all these.whe have life in them
knew it. Praise the Leord, that is settled. 1 o net try

. 1o deduee things, toiput things tegether, and then try

to esmne to a eenelusion,—that is Fight er wreng. - N,
-that belenigs to anether realm. ~That is the natufal
owledge is this, Ohristhas FiseR in Hie iv"

"“iife 2nd shewn ine s6 that 1 ean say, 1 knew it 1L OR,

i$he eeriatily of light is 2 mest predpus thing £

Ihmmination is from, the Word of Godi in the
Power of the Spirit

.So, friends, I would like this, that we should learn
in the clearest way, once and for all—I pray Godl that
He will give us light as to this point—I1 will not
analyse myself any more. I will not try to look within
and to find out which is the spirit and which is the
seul. Sefne have been asking me this question. How
de 1 knew this is the spirit, and how de 1 knew this is
the seul ?. Hewde 1 differentiate here ? Has Godl ever
teld ;seu to differentiate between the seul and spifit if
4 7 1 Rave never read anything like that in the New
estament. Gl has never asked us te diseern what is
soul and what {s spiri. ‘WHat dees He say 7 1t i§
wheld His Werd, the Werd of -God, the twe-edged
rd; eemes in, that seul and -spikit are divided.
%&9,_ ks Werd esmes i, you knew it. N8 seif-dis
é@xmg €aR BVer Bﬂﬁ% Wg 16 '3 fFe knowledge of
. @gf 8, if that is 8, dp het trye d8 if. We have

altegetner. ord, 1 will step thyiRg 8 difer-
Betveen 1His 20 that, 1 3 ROC SUle 16 6B It
Is H{%s%{t?gwﬁv{ i f%@g
id ﬁg@ i 5&

S

2 gt afraid of
%Me %t %z'éw oL i sk
oF 2/ Feady fof gﬁg? IRg 1FSM the Lerd, %u{f Wilf het

y, i ,.si%gm :

do anything by my own efforts by looking within to
get something out. Thou must show me ! The light of
Getl must shine into our hearts to tell us the truth
about ourselves. So no man by searching can find out
Gedl, and no man by searching can find out himself,
Everything must come from Godl. He is the light, and
He has to say * Let there be light **. Then there will
be light and then we will have real kiowledge.

The only diefimition of light in the whole Scriptures,
I think, is given in Eph. v. 13. Paul made it very clear
what the light is, everything, anything, that makes
things manifest, that shows : that is light. So what we
need is only that God shall come in and bring mani-
festation. Praise the Lord, that is an essential pari
of the work of the Spirit. Whenever He comes in, He
brings manifestation. 1 do not know how many of us
have experiemsd'the judgment of the Spirit ih our
hearts. 1t is a blessed thing when the Spirit comes in
amt judges, and then there will be no doubt whether
we are wrong or not. Nothing comes by analysing, by
feeling, by trying to discrivmimate whether this is that,
or that is this. Whatever is of that nature has always-
the stamp of doubting about. it. Yow are always
doubting. You cannot say you know, yeu are:
not sure. But praise the Lord, when the Spifit eefnes
im with the light of God mmiftesting threwh the iise
of Christ in us, we find we ean enly say, 1 knew 1 was
wrofig ; 1 know that is of the natural, that-is ef the’,

Spirit'; 1 have seen it! The fundamental exgﬁlimﬁﬁ;“
of a Christlatijis;’ I*haye seen it Il "Wattsut tRhatyBiis"
eanfoet get anywne're. Do fot trust even in'whatyiou
"thifik te be-right. The keenest pewer of judgment eas?
Rever affive at the same eenelission as a fash ef hgnt!
frem Ged. ‘Yeu may have the lceenest sense of Hightt
a9 wreng, and yeu may utilise that te judge yeurself-
oF sthers, But it will never brng yeu te Feakty, 49,
that manifestation, te that revélatien, te that sopr:l
th&ﬁg seen. 1teannet. A flash of light frem Ged Bﬁﬁ&;
W there. 1 Have seen it! The whele thing is sttt
elf-enenvirdge eormes frem the light ef God alene anef
frem nething else. . g

Illumination depends upon Singleness of Heart .
«Fl.on  Gotwardl RO
* Then wes e tto tHissquestioon.  Wike wouldlilestd)
Tawe this knowledge ; we would like to walk in:thel
light; we would like to have the light. What is the.
sttitude that can bring me {o the place where T:catf
see ? We have read part of Matt. \vi. 1 -think tie
€hapter is very precious. 1 think that is the @ﬁlyg_lae%;
in the New Testament where we Have the
for light. “The requirement of Ged in erder that wé
see is simply this. “ Lay up..[HRavures i
hedven.” 1{ begins dhere, guite a refarkable begin:'
Ring. ? Beeause  where yeur treasure is, there
will yeur heart be . Then the Lerd esntinues te_.sx?l
that'if the-eye is single, then the bedy is full of light.
Neow, we edme. to the eondition. My eye must be.
single. If the eyes ef the Beay are.wikked, evil, then.
the bedy is full of dariness. * If the light that is
thee Be darkness Rew prest is that dariness ! ™"
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So the point is, how can one get light ? . There must
be the singleness of heart and the singleness of eye.
We read in the Song of Solomon, * Beholdl..my
love..fhon hast doves’ eyes.”' Some of us who
doves know that doves are a kind of bird that can
only see one thing at a time. That is a peculiarity
about the dove, and the Lord praises the Church
that her eyes are like doves’ eyes. 1 think there
must be a reference to that. You are going to see
one thing at a time, not two objects before you.
Singleness of heart will result in singleness of eye, and
singleness of eye brings in the light from Gedl. The!'
whole thing is, do I rezlly want God3» . -

I have to confess this ; I have met-énie who is now ™"~

with the Lord, and I always think of her as a* lighted '
Christian. If T walked into her room, without talking
about anything I was simply brought immediately to
a sense of God. Im those days 1 was very young, 1 had
been converted about two years. 1 had got lots of
plans, lots of beautiful thoughts, and lots of schemes
for the Lord to sanction. With all these things I
came to her to try and persuade her, to tell her that is
the thing to do. Before I could open my mouth, she
just said a few words in a very or W@dy Light
dawned. It simplgf ut me to shame. olng was
all so natural, so 1ull of man. Something happened.
I was breught to a place to say, Lord, all I have is full
of ereaturely aetivities, but here is sefhesne whe Is not
eut for them.. There was efie thing abeut her, there
was enly ene metive. .- The.ene metive was—Ged. - *°

Ve Have to learn te say, Leord, do-1 want anything
putside of Thee ? There eomes the erux. De I want,
anything ewtside of Him ? 1n the Bible of the 6ne of
whern 1 Have just spelen, the Biggest werd wiitten
there was this, "’ Letrd, 1 want netmng fer myself . 1

de net knew hew many eeild really say that. The
treasyre was there and se Her Reart was there, there-
fore the e¥e was sipdle:

After the verses which we read in Nttt vi. we have
these words, ** No man can serve two masters **. That
.is the immediate context, so the whole question cornes
to one point, singleness of heart. God cannot keep
light from that kind of man. God has to show some-
thing to the man who has singleness of heart to Him.
The friendship walk with God brings light. * Shall 1
hide from Abraham that thing which I do.... 2*
(Gen. xviii. i7). If you are living as Lot in Sodom,
you may be a righteous man, but you do not know
what is going on. No, you are too occupied with what
Is going on in Sodom and Gomorrah. But living in a
tent, having fellowship with Gedl, light must cornel ..«
Oh, may God open our hearts to see, that we cam.

-really say; Lord, beside Thee I want nothing. I live]
here for Thee alone. 1 am not here even to work ffar
Thee, no, not even to save souls or to extend the
Kingdom, I am here for Thee. Mamy times the Lord
has to bring us to'a place to see that there is a vast
difference between living unto Him and working
for Him. When Ave come to that point—Lord, 1
want nothing for myself, I have got nothing to seek,
nothing to ask. nothing to g » 1 want Thee alone—
#ve shall find the light will be great. We shall live in
ette light, and there will be no need, no necessity, for

s to analyse ourselves.

> Inm closing, mayjl say this personally. In my ex-
fpenience 1 have found that among those who do not
mind Divine things, to whom Divine things do not
matter, there will be no danger of introspection, be-
cause they do not;mind whether thej}’ are doing the
will of God or not—there is no point in looking within.
But for those who are reallly out for Godi, then the
greatest danger is introspection, because if 1 want to
please Godi, 1 have to know myself. 1 have to know
God, 1 have to know His mind, know what is of Him
and what is not of [#flim, what is coming from Him eor
from myself. -The greatest temptation is to look
within and find that out for myself. Please remem-
ber, the result Produced by Introspection is only
deception. It will only bring you into bewilderment,.
uncertainty and doubt, and you will not know where;

ou are, nothing will be elear. That is the only resul.

e must look uptet the light. - We must tell Ged,
Lord, even If I try to know myself, I cannet. Theu

sdtpttisnowme ter fian]l dy ;; @ivermengiinres;

whenever there is anything wreng, show e where it
is wiemg. If the light dees not show amdthing, 1 will
rest there with the Blood. I may net knew there are
things which need dealing Wiith, beeause Ged has net
shown thefn. Yes; they may need desling with, but
the Blood of His'Sen €leanses fie from every sif.
What the l_iggit eendemmns, the Bleed will eleanse.”
What the light has net yet eendermned, 1 trust the’
Bleed just the same. De net try te tufn it up with
your ewn efert and think yeu ean de better. We fest
with the Bleed. Lerd, 1 am willing, altheugh 1 de net
knew whether it is Fight ef wreng, sinee Theu hast net
given e light andiit is net MY Business {8 try e turA
it up. But 1 trust!Thy Bleed te eleanse me frem sin.
:‘Whenever 1 have need feF knswh of what is wreng),
Lord, 1 trust Thee with all my heart 18 shew e
;Then 1 will fake fmy eonfession ; 1 will enly male my
eenfession then aHd net befere.
May the Lerd biess us |
' W.N.

!
{
i
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A bi-monthly ministry by which it
is sought to lead the Lord's

eople info His full ' ¢
.Fhogghf for them. “ M@ 6@5 |
p . ,5 1

Maintained
by the offerings of

i 7 Lol
\ VA ﬂg«a those who are helped by it

SEPTEMBER-QICTOBER, 1046 NO. 5, Voh.. 24

Editor's Letter
BrrovED oF Gax,,

It is not possible for me to write personally to all the friends who write to me,-but 1 do want to thank
them. My two former letters dealing with our position seem to have been a help to many, both for themselves
and in their meeting of others. Those letters have, however, been themselves misunderstood in some few
directions, but not seriously. A few friends have interpreted them as a moan or lament for ourselves, and have
felt that we needed helping over a last ditch. Well, thank you, dear friends, for all your kind encouragement,
and we value it muclp; but our grief is net for ourselves, but solely for the Lord and His interests. We were
only trying to clear the field of misunderstanding in order that the Lord might come into His own more fully,
Then my remark about ** Tongues '’ has been regarded as an indication of another form or aspect of pre&udice
in my own case. Lﬂms&}'ﬁmﬂ%y@h&g&{dwmﬁmmmmmﬂm - I
have any reservations or questiens in that eonnection, they are just the oppesite of prejudice. Prejudice is a
blind and ignorant thing, which eloses the door and belts it before what is there has been identified or een-
sidered. I trust that mine is a fully enlightened and considered position in this matter. ** Tongues * of spifitual
gifts in abundance have never been the proef of spirittuell maturity, as see First Corimthigns, 1.e. the ehureh in
Cerinth, and what we are seeking is to lead the Lerd's peeple en te ' full growth .

Now, there is more to be said as to what we are seeking to fulfil as our Godigiiven ministry, but 1 think that
it would be set out more usefully than in personal letters if 1 wrote either a booklet or a series of short, precise,
articles. This I am seeking to do. Please pray that it may be given of the Lord. 1 do want our readers to pray
very much with us along one particular line. You know that, with the war, this little paper had to be trimmed
to a mere shadow of its former size and quality. So far we have not been granted any paper supplies to increase
size, quality or circuiktiom. While there seems to be paper for all sorts of pemicious stuff, the Prince of this
world is preventing it from going where the interests of Christ could be furtheied. This can be overcome by
prajler. We have so very much ministry ready for primting, and there is such a call for it, but this * door of
utterance "’ needs opening. Not only is our own press limited, but printers everywhere are unable to accept the
work.

Then, finally, may I ask your prayer concerning personal ministry in coming months. Needs and calls
come from many parts of the world, but with many obligations and difficulties it will be necessary for the Lord
to give a very clear indication by His witness and His acts if this wider ministry is to be fulfilled. 1t is a burden
upon one's heart. 1 count on your prayers.

** Now may the Guodi of pemre...make you perfect in every good thing-..to him be the glory *'.

Yours in the Bonds of His Son,

YK st
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The Meaming of Christ

II

The Incarnatiom and Life on Earth
" The first man Adam became a living soul. The
last Adam a life-giving spirit *' (1 Cor.. xv. 45).
* The first man is of the earth, earthy = the second
man is of heaven ** (1 Cor. xv. 4%).

A Perfect Example of the New Crreation Man

Now we want to go on to the further phases of the
meaning of Christ. The next is the meaning of His
incarnation and life on earth. Here again, the study
of the doctrine and of the history, while being very
inspiring, ennobling, yet needs the Spirit of God to
break in on our hearts to make us realise the tremen-
dous significance of this matter. Simply to say that
the incarnation and life on earth was a represemtation
of the new creation man from God's standpoint is,
after all, but to make a statement. There is alot in it.
But we have to know that, as it was then, so it is now,
a tremendous challenge. The guestion might be asked
—Withy did the Christ come b;é way of birth and baby-
hood and childhood and yeuth ? If He came to be the
Redeemer, the Saviour, and His redemptive work
was essenitially and solely related to His Cross, or ful-
filled in His Cress, why were thirty-three years prior
te that neeessary ? If it is Ged inearnate, Ged has
been knewh in the Old Testament again and again {6
fanifest Himself aleng the line ef what are ealled
! the Theephanies’. that is, visible manifestatien te
fulll serne immediate %&}i‘p%@; and then, having ful-
filled it, withdrawal Why sheuld net Ged manifest
iR tRe fiesh Rave been liKe that, if it were enly the
werk of the Cress that was te be dene ? 1t is a legiti-
fmate guestien, Beeause mueh hangs upen the answer.
We shall see that these thirt3-three years were neees-
88ry Because God takes up things FHpht frem the Be-

%q i8 f&gf&%ﬁt_ His theughk in a life that is lived
Felgh it agsg; its vieigsitudes, here on thisearth,
§H§§ie§ what His mind is absut tRe new ereatien
8F

T figh ; and befere He ean bﬂ'ﬂ%that in, in any
eellective or corperate way, He must Rave werked it

gut iR One WHh is a raeidl First-bern, in a life lived

Here, 1R this werld ; werked it eyt tHum and
sgeured it against everg 8ppesing feree. S He staried
Hght there 1n babyhesd.

The Lord does not want us to be too much occupied
with the natural side of this, always romancing about
the manger and the stable and the inn. He wants us
to get behind that. What 1 mean is this: anybodg
can talk about the earthly life of Jesus of Nazaret
and make of it a beautiful story and a great example
and that sort of thing, and never be affectad so fal as
an inward change and revolution is concerned ; and
that is the peril of it. You can see that in its grosser
and exaggerated forms in some of the systems of
Christendom to-day. You can go in eeriain quarters
and see the thing set out in shop windows—tihe baby.

the manger, the cattle ; and you know that the sys-
tem that does that sort of thing is one that has no
relationship to the inner life of people at alll; the two
are poles asunder. But not only in that realm, but in
our own realm, there is always this peril of visualising,
getting a mentality and an objectivity in gpiritual
things, not knowing that God has somethiing to say
right into our hearts by bringing His Son here into
this world from infancy onward, and having that life
here in a world like this for thirty-three years. He is
working out something, showing something, is doing
something, and He is doing that in the wpiritual
realm ; and He wants to repeat that in the Church
and in the members of the Chureh, the Body of Christ.

The Spiritual Value of Christ

One thing is particullznlly amdi jj by gendisd gy
God in the case of the earthly life of the Lord Jesus. It
is this, that, whatever Christ was, it was gpirituall;
there was nothing from cradle to grave which made
Him anything naturally or temporally. It could have
been othenwise, and men were looking for it to be
othenwise, and were offended that it was not so.
*.... born King of the Jews ** (Matft, li. 2), a king borm
in a stable and cradled in a manger, shut out, ex-
cluded, not given room IL And from eradle te grave, It
was like that; nothing, nothing that eould be taken
held of naturellly and temperally te eredit Him with
particular value and importanee, but everything te
the conirary; and God jealously guarded tHat, weuld
not allow it to be otherwise, kept Him at that level.
Why ? For this reason and because of this principle
whieh abides, that whatever Christ is in value, it is
spiritual. It Is the spiritusl value ef Christ that Ged
has safeguarded, ot allowing men and the werld te
take Him up and say, Here {5 serme great ene ; ook
at this and that and the ether thing abeut Rim ! Ne,
you can say fothing like that about Jesus ef Nazareth,-
nething at all. He is to the Jews a sturnbling-bleek,
to the Greeks foelishness, But to us whe believe
Christ, the wisdom of Ged and the pewer of Ged
(1 Cor. 1. 23)—but a hidden wisdem, net ef this werld
fior of the rulers of this werld. De realise that, that it
is the spiritual value of Christ that Ged has se jealeusly
safeguarded by the eenditions of the inearnatien, Al
of His life while here en this earth, and that is what
we want to seek te werlk eut, e Fecoghise.

Christ has become so much other in Chuiistianity,
and thereby He has lost His impact, He has been
stripped of His dynamic ; embellished with an em-
bellishment that never countenanced. The only
embellishment of Christ, if we dare use that word, the
only true glorifying, the only true exalting of Christ is
that of the spirit, of the heart, and therefare it is only
possible for the redeemed, who know that they are
redeemed, to glorify Christ truly. The Lord repudiates
all the garlands laid upon Him which are temporal, in
this dispensation ; He willi not have them. What He
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wants is a spirit that appreciates and values, a heart
that goes out in grateful worship. You notice how,
through His life, that was always the thing upon
which He put His seal. Any recognition of His spiri-
tual value, and a humble brokenness at His fieet—ah,
there He found what His heart wanted ; and when
they would cut down branches and hail Hlm Hehada
big reserve in His heart, He knew men ; .that was not
what resllly satisfied Him. A heart appreclatlon of
Christ is the enly tnie one.

So we have to see the spiritual value of Christ during
those thirty three years, and there is a realm for
wonderful unveilings to our hearts by the Holy Spirit.
1 am not going through it—it would take far too long,
for one thing. I am simply declaring facts, principles.
But to come to two things about Him which are of
abiding meaning, not only in Him personally, but, as
John says, ** which thing is true in him and in you "
(I John ii. S). [In passing, let us note that that is the
right kind of interpretation of the life of the Lord
Jesus. It is a spiritu@ll one. John got it very clearly.
He will, with the opening of his 1, present the
sef. " Iﬂ the beginning was the Werd *’ and §6 on.
But then, when he gets to his Epistle, he starts,
! That which was from the beginning, that which we
have heard, that whieh we have seen with eur eyes,
whieh we beheld, and eur hands handled, esneerning
the Woerd of life (and the life was manifested, and we
Rave seen, and Bear witness, and deelare unte yeu ihe
life, the eternal, which was with the Fadhar..
That i the life of Chist, the enly really valuaele
ggg;iji is the spirituall revelation of ChHst t8 the

Cumstituted by the Spirit for Life

Now, as to these two things about Him which are
true in Him and in us, if we are true children of God.
One, that He was constituted by the Spirit for life.
He was begotten of the Holy Ghust, He was born of
the Spiriit; the Spirit of Godi, the Holy Spirit, was
there at birth. Youw will see what 1 am after in a
moment. We mention the fact that at thirty years of
age, the Spirit came upon Him. What is the differ-
ence ? If He was filled with the Spirit from His birth,
if He was born of the Spirit, why should the Spiﬁt
come upon Him thirty years later ? You have to

explain that. To begin with, the answer is this—
was cofistituted by the S irit for life, te live His life
by the Spirit, “"wihiech thing Is true in him and in
you . We cannot live the life of children of Ged, mueh
Tess as sons of God, unless we are constituted to do so
by the Holy Spirit, 1t was for life ; and here you are
going to have thirty-three years witham dghty elimax
of what it means to live by the Spirit, and everything
in that life for those years is the working out of the
Comstituted to li\e, just to
For thirty years you knhow

Spirit dwelling within.
live—that is the point.
very little about Him, and what you do know is that
He was not doing specifically and immediately the
ultimate thing for which He came. You know that for
thirty years He was more or less a private person
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living a private life, doing the work which many other
men did, an o trade, probably looking after
a widowed mother, and helping to Jook after and sup-
port a large famlly. and Jearming privation and how to
make ends meet, so that later He knew the cost of
two sparrows in the market, and if you could buy two
farthings’ worth you would get an extra bird thrown
in. How did He know that ? He had probably lived it
through. But through all that, He was living His life
by the Spirit, and Ged was cﬁusiﬁg 8 man te live en
the basis of the new creatien by eenstituting him by
the indwelling Spirit. Pema? my way ef saying it
mféa\y be epen te eorraction, but yeu §ee what 1 am
after.

And, dear friends, in this new creation in Christ
Jesus, we are called to live here, not romantic lives at
all, not lives of great public attraction and interest,
but ordinary lives—to do our job, learm our Jessons,
experience adversities, carry responsibilities, do the
thousand and one things which belong to the ordinary
person's life, but to live on a higher level than the
ordinary person ; and that eannet be done inless we
are constituted o do it by the Hely Spirit. Butit ean
be if we are. And ene aspeet or ene side of the Hely
Spifit's purpese in eeming i§ te enable fmen and
wermen to live the life of men and wemen in this werld,
eﬁ this earth, but en anether level. Deg believe that.

Se many people thifik that imediatel}; they beestne
Christians and are interested in the Lerd's work, {h e}y
Rave to esrme eut of the erdinary reaim of daity Hi
and Beesme §emetmﬁg special—that the Hely Spirit
being within {Pem 8 E8Hrse ﬁl@% myst %VVE P Bif

eB and §8 and find seme other kind erk feF {he

ord. Den't yeu believe it} 1 dg nst ’eelie\'»% that ipe
Lord dees that sert of thing with anyBedy until He
has made therm live 8 nte 6H & Righer level'in spheres
where eve Bee else has 18 live. 1f yo eaphet 48
that, g 6f Being sent B EH@ BFQ ints some
gthef in f gFe OF WBrK; 1 F% H‘EEI
feans of S'Qefé yed will IHS grd {3
REVEF got GVer IR that way. We QV ojad

VSi iH £

of the
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Anointed of the Spirit for Specific Work
Then we come to this matter of the anointing at
thirty years of age. What is this ? A, this is a new
phase. He was anolnted of the Holy Ghost for specific
work, for that supreme thing for which He had come
and been chosen of God—ansinted of God for the
remaining three and a half years and all that that
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meant. I want to get inside of that. You see, the
Lord Jesus had a spirit in Him, His own human spirit,
and in His case, His human spirit was sinless, and yet
it was necessary that the Spirit of God should utterly
dominate that human spirit, and hold entire govern-
ment over it. When it came to working out the great
purpose of God-—not only living a life, but now work-
ing out something very much more serious and grim
than that—the great purpose of God—it was neces-
sary that the Spirit of God should utterly dominate
Him {for this reason—to hold everything unto God,
that everything should be out {rom God, not even out
from His own spirit. This whole work of God had to
be held very strongly into God so that it was wholly
and utterly of God.

You get back into the Old Testament, you haveitin
type and representation. You know how, again and
again, the Spirit of the Lord came upon this one and
that one, men represented as being already conse-

crated to the Lord. In all the typical sense, they were

sanctified people. Bezaleel and Aholiab were conse-
crated men, separated unto the Lord. In the type,
they were sanctified men, but the Spirit of God came
upon them. You see, even consecrated men are not
to be left to themselves, not to have ability in them-
selves and act out from themselves. Taking Bezaleel
and Aholiab as examples—the Spirit of God came
upon them. Why ? Because there is a Divine pattern
to be meticulously followed and carried out, and
it is not going to be left even to people who are most
devoted to the Lord to do the Lord's work out from
themselves. Only the Spirit of God Jmows what and
how and when, and that is very important to God.
Not what we, in most earnest devotion, think should
be done for the Lord—He does not accept that ; not
how we, with all the best motive in the world and the
heart most real in its desire {or the Lord's glory, think
it should be done ; and not when or where we, though
given to the Lord, think or feel it should be. Not a bit
of it !

Paul was a very consecrated man, out and out for
God. There is no doubt about him, about his true zeal
for God. (I am speaking of his post-conversion zeal.)
He is a man who knows the Lord, whese spint has
been quickened, and whose spirit is indwelt by the
Holy Spirit, and yet he will essay to go into Bithynia,
and to preach the word in Asia, but the Spirit of Jesus
will suffer him not (Acts xvi. 7). He will be {orbidden
of the Holy Ghost to go in the way on which he set
out. You see the point.

Now, I am not saying that Jesus and Paul are
identical, but I am saying that the Lord Jesusis a
representation here on this earth of a man living in
this world on the new creation basis and principle. ]
am not leaving out His Deity. 1 am talking in the
realm of God bringing here an example, a perfect
example or representation of a new creation man, and
the principles of the life of such. To live that new
creation life he must be constituted by the Holy
Spirit. To fulfil the work of God, he must be ancinted,
because everything has to be held to God, held for

God, come out from God, and only so can there be the
effect and the impact—and it is an impact when the
Holy Ghost gets hold of us and moves us in His
direction. Was it not so with Paul ? He thought to
preach the word in Asia, essayed to go into Bithynia
and the Spirit of Jesus suffered him not. The Spirit of
Jesus took the positive as well as the negative line,
and directed him to Philippi. Was there impact at
Philippi ? All bell felt the impact there, and we know
the result of that wvisit to Philippi, both in the church
then and in the product of that church spiritually
through all these centuries. That letter to Philippi is
the product of the church at Philippi. That little
letter touches great ranges. The Anointing is neces-
sary to bring about that kind of thing. It is not only
necessary to be born of the Spirit and consecrated to
God, but governed by the Lord. The Anocinting means
that everything in life and service must be held unto
God and come out from God. Paulsays " If any man
isin Christ, there is a new creation ; the old things are
passed away ; behold, they are become new. But all
things are of God ** (II Cor. v. 17-18). All things are .
‘ out from ' God. :

The Impact of Christ

Now this one further thing. Because the Lord Jesus
Lived on that basis and principle of a life lived in and
by the Spirit, and a work carried out under the govern-
ment of the Spirit, His earthly life here was a constant
registration, both amongst men and in the spiritual
realm. If there is one thing patent about His life here
on earth, it is this, that, wherever He went something
started up, nothing just lay dormant. People and
demons were stirred ; His presence meant that, The
presence of the Lord Jesus in the house of Zacchaeus
will cause Zacchaeus to confess his miserable, con-
temptible sin and wrong-doing. That results from the
Lord’s presence. ‘' To-day I must abide at thy
house . You do not learn of anything else the Lord
said to bim. The story stops with that, and surely, if
the Holy Spirit had meant us to know any more, He
would have given more details. But the Holy Spirit
has been content to say this; the Lord Jesus went
into the house and the man began to feel bad and to
say so. Thatis all. You have numerous instances of
that sort of thing amongst people, Religious, self- -
righteous people, begin to excuse or to justify them.
selves. Have you not met such ? They immediately
begin to tell you what good people they are—they are
not feeling comfortable, they have somehow to put up
their fortifications, to protect their position. So it was
with the religious people of Christ’s day, and with the
rest. Yes, He did not move amongst them without
something happening. And the very demons cried
out, * What have we to do with thee, thou Jesus
of Nazareth? art thou come to destroy us? 1 know thee
who thou art, the Holy One of God " {Mark i. 24).
What is the matter with them ? He is there under the
Anointing, in the power of the Spirit ; something is
going to happen, it must happen. And, dear friends,
that is just where our need comes—that our lives really
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do result in something. I am not saying that you and
I should pass down the street and everybody should
begin to shout and talk. But I do think that it must
be true that our having been on this earth has re-
gistered somethmg which means that things cannot
just remain dormant as they were.. Of course, many of
you know this in your own experience as a believer
amongst unbelievers. Youw know, without saying any-
thing to them, how -they begin to wriggle, to talk,
very often. Praise God if that is so ; it is'a sign that
the Spirit is in you if people are up against you—if
you do not ask for it. If you are living there quietly
and beautifully by the Spirit of the Lord, and things
become ugly around you, be encouraged, that is how
it should be. If you are a child of God and no one feels
it, there is something wrong. The enemy knows where
Christ is. 1 need not say more along that line. Hereis
the meaning of Christ's life on the earth—it was to
show what a life in the new creation is like, and what
its effect is, how it is first constituted and then govern-
ed by the Spirit. And, by all the teaching of the New
Testament, this is intended to be true of us, true of
the Church and of believers. O Gaodi, make it more
true ! That must be our prayer. This is where we
must have our response, our reaction. 1t is not enough
merely to accept the tale of the life of Jesus, the story
of His birth and of His going about doing good : but
what is the effect of this in the realm of things
spiritual ? What is the abiding value, as far as you
and I are concerned, and the Lord's people? It must
touch a realm beyond this earthly, and stir to the
depths the realm of evil spiritual intelligences. His
life was a mighty challenge in every realm, because the
Spirit of God was upon Him.

1 have mot touched in detail that large reslim of His
life where the Ancinting governed His movements,
That is quite patent—that He did not move on the
ground of His personal devotion to the Father. He
moved by intimation and direction of the Spirit ef
God. You can sec why the Church has lost its impaet.
It is because it has concluded that, once yeu have eefi-
secrated your life to the Lord, you can de anythin
Jou like—arrange for the Lord, plan, scheme, 86 a

sorts of things for the Lord. The Chureh has been
deing that for a leng time, it is deing it new. THheir
arpument is that it is for the Lerd. Hew faF is it

etting » What is the eemparative value of it # {
eave you te answer that. 1t was net like that at the
beg IHHIH% in the ease of the Lerd Jjesus, in the ﬁf§¥
days of the Chureh when the Spint, fhe Aﬂem
feally did gevern. 1R & very shert tire, f

Was achieved than was 86ne iR & Very, \4@ BH Hme
afterwards. Ne, We are esnsecrated 10 the Lefd, But
We have to have the Lerd's difection foF every Move:
fRent, and net esnclude that, because we are out for
the LBFE! We st just 88 dg 2l 1 We €8R: L&t us giﬁ it
from the Lord, and only se will it Be effective. 1f is
HBE £asy, PEF SF it 8'8%? hg §8@Pﬂ €8s

Byt it is
>% etlﬂiﬂgmw

ma?,?’wgqv
J%E:{%%F@ L %\QE%H@ ﬁHBf Hﬂg %?8 ?{gﬁt
g{f@?% §§H§ §8 8 ? e F%FQ?%

QHQ Fgﬁ% Fiﬁ% 8‘%9@ €8F tt

Accredited Ministry

(AN ABBREVIATED MESSAGE)

I Cor. ii. 3-5 ; iv. 1.

II Cor. i. 84 ; iv:; i, 10-11 ; ; fid. 1.

Paul is speakmg concerming the ministry being
accrediited, and links this accrediiting with his suffer-
ings. Before writing 11 Coniimthians he went through a
very deep experience in Asia : ** ...weighed down ex-
ceedingly, beyond our power.. e despaired even of
life . Geod ** who raiiseth the dead ** beeame his enly
way out, and from that deep experienee this seeend
letter sprang.

Mimistry is that of the Church. Apostles, prophets,
pastors, teachers were given as gifts for perfecting the
saints unto thejwork of ministering; the ministry, there-
fore, belongs to all.

Truly accretitetl ministry is through suffering.
Accredited ministry represents a tremendous victory,
setina backgroumdl of great confliet.

A determined effort is made through the age to dis-
credit spiritual ministiry, and to do so through the one
engaged in that ministry.

In the case of the Lord, there was a persistent effkonit
to discrediit Him, and thereby discredit His ministry".
It drew forth the words : *No prophet is acceptable in
his own eountry ** (Luke iv. 24).

In the case of Paul, the Judaisers sought to dis-
credit him, and thereby discredit his ministry. At
Corinth a great baitle raged over his position as an
Apostle, and 11 Coriindhians is much taken up with the
establishment of his own position, and therefore his
authority in ministry.

One who counts for the Lord, is a joint of supply,
who can be of value in any way to the Lord's people
and stand in His testimony, will know the ememy's
effort to render those spiritual values nil by discredit-

51




Austin-Sparks.Net - AW@T Volume 24 - Searchable

3

ing. The enemy will give a strong scnse of unworthi-
ness, unfitness, uselessness to the Lord, or he will
cause something to he associated with the vessel for
the discrediting of the ministry; he may even patron-
ize in order to compromise, as when the demons cried :
* These -men are servants of the Most High God,
which proclaim unto you the way of salvation .
Sometimes he will cause to associzte with a pure thing
people who are unsaved, io bring discredit.

The Lord’'s answer to that is to keep the vessel of
ministry in weakness, dependence upon Himsell, so
that all is kept spiritval, and all is of the Lord alone.

The essence of the second letter to the Corinthians .

is that here there was a wholesale discrediting of the
Apostle and his ministry. He will not be accredited by
asserting his rights. God will take him into death it-
self, where there is no way out, and then as {rom the
dead bring him back, and pour through him a new
stream of life for the Lord’s people. In the realm of
spiritval intelligences, where all is known and under-
stood, there is a clear recognition that the effort to
discredit has broken dowm, that this ministry is of
God, and cannot be overthrown.

Such ministry may be personal or through those
who constitute the assembly, or of a home.

Resurrection becomes the hallmark of that which
is accredited of God.

Metal is passed through the crucible and refined ;
then the stamp is put upon it to show its calibre.

So God brings through the fires of Satanic antagon-
ism, allows the thing to reach a point where He alone
is its life, and then brings it up out of the conflict, and
puts the stamp of resurrection life on it, so that it has
in it the power of an indestructible life—that only
comes through death.

All ministry that is to be accredited will be bound
up with suffering ; a decision we have to make isas to
the object of our ministry. A good many things can
be taken into consideration, but there comes a point
where all other things have to be ranged on one side,
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and one thing on the other side—the real spiritual
value, without alloy : that which is wholly of God and
not at all of man. In the measure in which that is true
there will be suffering. To stand utterly for what is
spiritual is a costly thing.

There mnst be a willingness to be dealt with by the
Lord, in such a way as to keep the ministry living and
pure. All ministry which issues from such suffering is
going to count. It may not be welcomed or desired hy
the mass, but where there is need and a call for that
which we have gained through suffering there will be
response.

Two tragedies to-day amongst the Lord's people :

(1). Somany have no knowledge of the truth in any
adequate way, and are therefore spiritually immature,

(2). So many have a great deal of truth, and are
dead. The Lord needs a vessel to meet these condi-
tions—a vessel that has gone through the fire, and is
living in the power of resurrection.

Such a vessel is going to be a suffering vessel, which
has come to tae place where God Himselfl meets the
situation,

This may explain much ; it may be a challenge ;
it may be a call.

"“ Seeing we have this ministry...we obtained
mercy "'—we have received grace to help—and so ** we
Taint not ". But the treaswie is in vessels of fragile
clay, the vessel is being broken day by day. To stand
in the power of God, the revelation of the light of the
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus
Christ, represents cost. Are we prepared for that ?
That is the way of the accredited ministry.

God has accredited the ministry of His Son, yet there
was a universal combination to set Him at naught.

God has accredited the ministry of His servant Paul,
but he was taken through depths of suffering.

So for us ; ministry accredited of God is linked with
suffering, but the suffering produces that which is
wholly of God and cannot be destroyed.

T.A-S,

The God Who Is Able To Do

“ Now unto him that is atle to do exceeding
abundantly above all that we ask or think,
according to the power that worketh in us, unto
him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus
unto all generations for ever and ever. Amen "’
(Eph. iii. zo-21).

" Now unto him that is able to do...”

This marks the end of a long passage comprising the
whole of the first three chaptersof this letter wherein is
set forth one of the most wonderful and glorious and
blessed prospects of the Divine purpose of grace in
Christ Jesus, So far nothing has been said about
doing, at least so far as the children of God are con-
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cerned. It has all been occupied with what God has
thought, what God has planned, what God has made
possible and what God has realized. It is a wonderful
prospect, a glorious setting forth of Divine truth, but
the reminder comes to us at the close in this verse that
there is something to be done about it, that this was
never intended merely to interest, to delight the mind
or even to warm the heart. It was meant to produce
very practical expression in actions, in deeds. Fer-
haps we all need reminding from time to time—7 am
sure 1] do—that the Divine purpose is being realized, not
in the measure in which we are understanding it,
thinking about it, even asking that it might be. It is

.
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not wrong to ask: ** all that we ask "’ is mentioned here;
it is not wrong to think: we must think on these
Divine things,and the more the better; but to ask and
to think are not enough. There must be the doing, and
it is in the measure in which God's revealed will is
done that He Is satisfied and we are truly entering
into it.

Now thatt;, of course, touches a number of very
practical and personal points and in the following
chapters the Apostle opens them out to impress ujpon
us just how this heaven?» calling works out in practical
life. 1t is not my intention to stay with that, but I do
feel that we should ence a%ain face this larger con-
sideration ef Divine truth, that all that Ged sets forth
in His Werd as His idea, if you like, His ideal for His
Chureh, is semething Aot merely to be thought about
but te be dene, sermething not enly for a prespeet but
fer a perfermanee. There are §e many dear and de-
voted fmen of Ged whe find the ﬁfea_test delight In
this letter and whe, with ne small abilifys*, have ex-
peunded it, but when they Rave eeme to verse 20
virtually what they Rave said is, New unte Him Whe
set this eut as a Beautiful ideal, But whieh ean Rever
e realized here en earth ! Hew to reconeile the ideal
with practiee, hew this Church ean find expressien if
8uF ehurches—well, we give it up; it cannet Be dene !

I want to suggest to you that Epln. iii. 26 is not
merely meant to be a little comfort by the way to our
faith, that God is able, but a solemn declaration of the
fact that what is expressed and set out in the first
three chapters of this letter is meant to be done ; not
only to be thought about, but to be done, to find
expression, to work—as people say, Does it work ?
Well, it must work, it ought to work. Yes, praise Gadl,
it does work. That is what the Apostle is saying. Let
us just take to our own hearts, if any of us need it, the
exhortation to beware of belng spectators of Divine
things instead of entering into them.

What I mean is this. There are some to whom the
Lord's word may be a help and they may be grateful
for it. 1 want to suggest to you that it is a very con-
tradictory position just to enjoy the ministry, just to
contemplate the truth, just to have the attitude, as it
were, that there is a group of people, a fellowship, a
chureh, 8 ministry, and 1 like to go and hear them !
Are you saying, not, I am se glad that the truth of the
Chureh is preached in fulness aceording to Ephesians ::
but, 1 am se glad that Ged is bringing me inte the
werking out of the truth ef the Chureh in the midst off
His people aceording to Ephesians!

Unto Him that is able to do... It is the doing that
becomes the climax and the fulfilment of all the reve-
lation, and yet it is not our doing after all. ** Unto
him that is able to do...”” We ask, we think—that is
all we can do. He is able to do it, praise His Name!
One of our modern intellectuals in a witty sort of
epigrammmatic phrase has said that the trouble with
Chmiigticamity is not that it has been tried and found
wanting but that it has been found hard and never
tried. That sounds very clever, very nice, but it is
not true. Some of us have tried, tried hard, tried with
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all our hearts. But he is quite true is saying that it {s
hard, it is too hard for us. 2

Now that is what the Apostle says to you and te me
in our failure, not because we have thought it was
hard and did not try it, but because we saw it was the
Lord’s will and we have tried it, we have gone as It
were through the first three chapters of Ephesians and
said, By God's grace, with His help, 1 am going to do
that: and where are we? Now, the Lord is pleased,
He is certainly not displeased with our desire, our
intention, but while this setting forth of Divine truth
is meant to fmove our wills and to evolke our deter-
minatien, it is alse meant to lead us to a new attitude
of faith teward the Lerd. We eannet de it. The mere
we tried, the less we have sueeeeded. We eannet de it.
He is able te dp. That is the Lerd's message eoneerh-
ing every Bit of Divine revelation that has eame te us.
However impessible it may seem, Rewever mueh
already we Have tried and failed, the Lerd's werd
gemes afresh te us net te try again but te take 2 new
Igek at Him. He isable i de jt. As ! said, all we ean
de is o ask and think. That is the limit with us, But
He is able te de what we ask oF think 2nd eRly He s
aBle te. He is able.

Surely that is what the Apostle meant ; after these
three chapters have been spread out in all the wonder
and superb heavenly glory of them, he is saying,
There is only one Person Who can work this out, and
that is the Lord Himselff; only He is able.

I was impressed anew with that striking phrase the
Apostle uses in I Caor. ii. wiiemn He sy thiett thene isa
preaching which makes the Cross of Christ of no
effect. ** Not in wisdom of words, lest the cross of
Christ should be made void.”” The Cross, God's
greatest Instrument of power, can be made useless.
How ? Well, the Apostle by wisdom of words.
But taking the larger principle behind, what he is
meaning to say is that when man’s effort is introduced,
when man’s contribution is brought forward, even the
very Cross of Christ loses its power. How true that is !
The Creoss of Christ, in all 1ts truth, its correctness, its
erthedexy, its fundamental deetrines, the Cress ef
Christ ean be believed, ean even be preaehed, and it
ean be pewerless. When ? The A?estle says, When 1
Bring myself inte it! That is.what Paul says is all the
treuBle and rebs it of its pewer. And when 1 try t6
fulth Ephesians i, ii oF iii, oF any pait of them, it is
aewegflegé,, 2 iserable fiiaww. There is enly One Whe
€an @8 it

Faith in the Godl Who is Able to Do

But let us take the positive side, the attitude of
faith. He can do it ! Unto him that is able to do all
that we ask or think... But it does not say that. This
is really the crux of the Lord’s word. It does not say,
Unto him that is able to do all that we ask or think.
It says, Able to do something far beyond, Infinitalis
above. So often we have thought that the Lord would
de what we asked and a little bit extra. I do not think
it feans that. 1 think that the great emphasis of this
verse, perhaps more elearly in the eriginal than in the
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English, is on that word abeve. That is where the
emphasis lies—above, something bigger, and, praise
God, something better than what we ask or think.
** Miy thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your
ways my ways, saith the Lord * (Isa. }v. 8). Nust of
us have found that out long ago, but the Lord does
fnot leave it there. He says, ‘' As the heavens are
highef than the earth, so are my ways higher than
your ways, ané'my th thar*your thoughts.™ ‘It
is net enly that we are different: it is ot that, out of
8seme eapriee, I de net do the thing you ask: it is that
t do sermething better. 1t is net merely that 1 do net
woFk aleng the way yeu think. 1 have 2 way s high
abeve yeur way as héaven is high abeve the earth '

Does that explain to some of us how the Lord is
answering our prayers when we think He is not re-
sponding to the deep desires of our hearts, when He
seems to take no notice of them? His performance,
His working, His dealings, are different from our con-
ception of how He is going to fulfil His promises. We
think ; well, the Apostle says the Lord, praise His
Name, Is able to do, not that that we are thinking,
but something infinitely above it! We ask: and if we
take our explanation or view of our petition, we say,
The Lord did not do it! AR, there is another side to
that. Perhaps you cannot see it now; maybe you
will if yeu leek at it this way. The Lerd is deing
semetning rueh bigger than you have asked, mueh
Righer than yeu have theught. Abeve, above—that
is the werd; and while it dees net in the eriginal
necessarily enly mean that, surely we are Fght in say-
i%% that the efphasis is net enly that it is beyend,
that it is semething bigger, But that it is higher, it is
ﬁBGV@, it is 2 Bi%@@? thing in this sense, that it is a

gavenly thing that the Lerd is deing:

How full the Bible is of disappointed men, of men
whose way did not open up as they expected it to,
whose call and whose response to the Divine call did
fiet produce the kind of life they envisaged. Is there
ene—hardly one—that is an exception to that rule?
1t is almost a rule that every servant of Gadl who
thought he saw a Divine way before him, who com-
mitted himself in faith to the Lord for all His will,
found it was not that way, after all, it was this way.
1t did not work out like that, after alll; it worked out
in an entiwd)s’ different way, How the Apostle Paul
lenged te work among the Jews ! How he asked the
Lord that he might be Christ's witness to Israel, and
hew e?uﬁlly strong, nay, stronger, was the Lerd in a
refesalll Well, If the Apestle had that in mind when
he wrete that verse, his attitude weuld be that the
Lord did do something better, semething bigger, more
glerieus—aned He did indeed, for the Apestle was sent
fiet enly te ene natien but te all natiens with a mes-
sage net enly for time but for eternity. 1t was seme-
thing bigger, better. That did net make it any easler
for the Apestle at the merment or make hifm less a dis-
appeinted man, and what is true of the whele recerd of
histery in the Werd of Ged is enly tee true in human
experience. Ameng many ef the children of Ged to-
day, frem ene peint 6f view the way has been one of

disappointment. You say the Lord is able to do what
I have thought—He has not done it! Youw say the
Lord is able to do what I have asked—He has not
done it! But it is more than likely, He has pledged
Himself that it must be, that He is doing something
better, above, and it is all expressed in such super-
Jatlve terms—infimitely above, exceedingly above, far
above all that you or 1 have thought or asked. 1s He
fet wenderful ?

Well, that is the way our hearts need to turn to
Him—with a new sense of His wonderful ability. He
is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that
we ask or think.

" Able to do exceeding abundamtly above all that
we ask or think, according to the power that worketh
in us."" What concerns the Lord is always the power
that is working in us rather than what He is doing in
circumstances round about us. The manner of God's
mighty working is an inward power energizing in the
hearts of His people.

What, then, is the need that we leam from such a
word ? Is it not this—more faith ? Some people say
we need more prayer. 1 prefer to say we need more
faith. That may mean more prayer ; for some of us
it may mean less prayer and more faith in the living,
omnipotent, glorious, sovereign, wise Lord. Able to
de! O, how our whole carriage and countenance
surely should be marked by the gl_ery of the fact that
eur Ged is able, in eur case and in every ghase and
aspeet of eur ease, t6 do exeeedingly a uﬂdﬂﬁﬂ?
abeve what we ask er think. Yeu noHEe it says " Alf..
There are fie exceptions to this rule for the ehild of
Ged whe is pressing en with the Lerd. OW what a
wendeiful Lord we have ! That brngs glery ints the
111}@ gﬂmt is meant te. The end is always glery with the

erd.

The other day I got a blessing even from the punc-
tuation of Eph. i. There is a sentence there that is a
tremendous sentence. 1t begins in the third verse—
" Blessed be the Godl and Father of ouwr Lord Jesus
Cimiitt..." The Apostle begins to speak of God's
dealings with us and goes on, and from a fited|
goint of view it is high time he finished the semtence:

e has used enough commas and semi-colons, it is time
he used a full-stop. He goes right up to verse ¥ !
What a sentence! What is the end of that verse ?
Glory! Omee you start, once you launch yeurself inte
the Divine purpose of grace and redemptien, there is
fie end uitil you get to glery ! Paul says, Yes, there
fay be a comma or & semi-colon, rather a lenger
pause, but we have niet eome te an end ! Thank Gee,
we de riot eome o an end until we esmme to glory ! And
§6 ouf gle;yiﬁg is in a Lord Whe is able, praise His
Name, and able net enly te think these wenderful
theughts, but able te de them. ** Able to do exceeding
abundantly abeve all that we ask or think, aceording
to the pewer * that, thank Gedl, whether we feel it or
fot, is werking in us. Then let us say, Te Him be
the glery in the Churech and in Christ Jesus for ever
and ever, Amen. HE
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The Value of Being Prommmntas

RE‘AN]MNG Acts xxvii.

' Acts ™ is @ book of primniplkss. ! Thxs whole story,
and a great deal more in the life of Paul, is a comment-
ary upon, and expositiom of, verse 23—"" God whose
I am, whom also I serve *'. Paul might have been the
Lord's on this voyage and kept silent. The power and
the value of his being there at that time was due to his
being pronouncedly the Lord's, and letting it be
known without any um umty. - That power and
value is recognizable in different comnections.

Divine Overruling of Humam Misixites.

First of all, it constituted a link \mth and made
possible the action of, the Divine so There
were not lacking those things which could have been
the ground of some real misgiving in Paul’s Jife at that
time, for this whole thing was directly the outcome of
his going to Jerusalem, wien, it e finsttinstiznes, tte
Lord had told him quite plainly that it was no use his
going back to the Jews. The Lord had said, ** They
will not receive of thee testimony concerning me...
Departt: for 1 will send thee forth far henee unto the
Gentiles »xil. 18, 21). Mereover, his brethren
beseught him net to’ge, and warned hifm in the Lerd’s
Nafe what weuld hap tpeﬂ te him if he did (see Aets
¥xi. 1), But Paul went, and when he get there he was
eaught in a trap, fé§tﬂﬁﬂg in his being taken @ﬂ&@ﬂ@f
Then eame his g(apeal te Caesar, afid A ﬁpﬁ@

" This man might have been set af libew
fiet appealed unte Caesar ' (Aets 30evi. 33). Paul h&d
all that te reflest upen, and the De had geed
round te try and b Rim URder eondemnatien ﬁﬁa
B 83y, YG&' di§8€6 the Lerd, yeu Heuted
Breth EH edled {8 Eqesar—a earnal
gs, ¥Hiﬂi$i Eha eu wsule et euf it EHﬁEWé‘
New ﬁl@ hds fet BHF d
g4 have 8HF§€1f ’é8 HBHB The B@V! does
ke 4p 2H Ehi He €2n get of GUF own mistalkes, and
Bwie§ upeR that {8 paralyse Us 2nd make us believe
QE {H'é HBHBI@ Hlﬁ i§ BH ys is Because the Lard Has

§a Fgraﬂ uﬂeggi the i;BFé §i {iﬁlgf mé??@% ?%ng
hal 1R %FG
8FHS sm He did R 8§ SfBFéB et oF fm.
EIHH s a1 aw&g § §EF es g\g@ﬂ
% sseai swa§ §8 ut er i &P '
e &m Y s Srest | wu m
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It is something to remember. We are not going to
be faultless or infallible. No, but if the life is the

Lord's, and we are not keeping quiet about it—if wc
are pronouncedly the Lord's, He will look after our
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mistakes, take respomsi for our imperfections,
and even use them to His own end. That is what
happened here. This linked Paul with the Divine
§evsroxgnty,. and that got the better of all Satan's
accusations and all Paul's misgivings and the results
of all his mistakes.’ Is it not something te encourage
us » We look back on' our lives and say, 1f 1 had my
time over again, I would not do this and that. But if
we are really the Lord's and there is no reservation
about it, He is working good even through those
mxstakes. and will get Dwme ends even bv means of
them. ;
' , \-m
Moral Power thh Men in an Hour of Criisis

Notice a second thing about the strength and value
of being pronouncedly the Lomil's—tlie moral power
of this in an hour of crisis. There was no mistake about
where Paul stood and whe{t his relationship to the
Lord was. For a time the others ignored him. But
an hour of crisis came ; and now the one man in whom
they hoped was this man whom they had rejected.
He was the key to the situation.

This is how it often works out to-day—tihe moral
power and value of being promoumcedly the Lord's.
You may have to wait for your day, until things have
worked up to a crisis, and for the time being you may
be ignored ; but if you stand there in relation to God,

**aamddi ti ssKaroovwm)  tHee adtiessswill Hee wermygd bad

that you let it be known, and they will seek your help

. because they know that you know Godl. There is a

great power in being pronouncedly the Lord's. Sooner
or later the day of such will come.

Divine Sovereignty Acting' in Relation to Qiher Lives
But there is something still more in this story—the
tremendous power that lies behind such a position in
relation to the mysterious placings of Gaodl’s repre-
sentatives by His foreknowledge. God knew, before
ever that ship was built, the le who would be on
board on that voyage, and He had His eye in fore-
knowledge upon them for the saving of their Jives,
From Acts xxvil. 6 we infer that the ship weuld have
set sail for 1taly in any ease. What weuld have been
the fate of these en beard if Paul had net been with
e 7 Weuld they have been saved frem eeath?
The inferenee is that e might net, for the
thessage te Paul was @0&1 ha fﬁmee ihee all t m
that sail wAth thee é{ % g them {8 ?ﬁﬁi
hat Paul had tg Be 8

e ‘?éBJ{iG ﬂE Ha expetence [Légﬁa'ﬁ;%ﬂ;
ag@ @&HB‘OI 664 the E? FTN% WhIER were
{9 Be saved frs QFGWHIHE

If you think that is an over-st:atesmemt, go back to your
New Testament. Paul came to Corimth and found an
awful situation in that city of sin and worldliness. It
must have been a terrible situation, because when
writing later he said, **1 was with you in weakness,

{Conmimuet vansaggeiioOfeevyr)
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(Continuetl from fregess)

and in fear, and in much trembling ** (1 Con.. ii. 3).
But the Lord stood by Paul in Corimth and said : ** Be
not afraid, but speak...for 1 have much people in this
city ** (Acts xviii. §)); they are not saved yet, but 1
have much people.in this city . God knows who in
hve city will respond to the Gospel. He has got them,
in effect, because He lives in the eternal present, and
the future is now with Him. With Ged there is not to
be another soul added te the Church ; He has the
total seeured alreadly. And en the ship eame a shmillar
fhessage : '’ Fear fet, Paul...Ged hath granted thee
all them that sail with thee ’. What a wenderful
thing that in spite ef Paul’s failures there is the werk-
ing of this severeignty in putting him there en that
ship! He was net there by aeeident but in the fere-
knewledge of Ged in relatien e an issue i ether lives.

Sometimes we may be in a situation like that. We
do not know why we are in the place that we are in.
Evenything seems so difficult, so contrary, and then
we see things begin to break up. It looks like calamiity,
and in the end there is something secured for God.
But it necessitatzs our being there pronouncedly the
Lord’s to secure it. This does not just happen. We
can be there and hide our light, and think it will all
work out. Noj; for this, pronounced proprietorship of
the Lord is a necessary factor. There is a great deal
bound up with eur being unmistaksbly fer-God on this
earth ; the fereknewledge and severeighity of God
operate through us, the meral pewer of that jen
operates. The strategie oppertunities are put ifte our
hands when we are there for the Lord and people

know it. So from every standpoint it is a position of
strength, of value, of possibility.

Human Weakness Need Not Limit Ufteamess Yor the Lord
But you may say, Paul was a superman ; 1 am not.
But look again. Why should the Lord have to say to
him such things as :* Fear not, Paul ? Evidemtily he
was very human after all, capable of being afraid.
Misst of us are capable of being silenced by fear, or by
fide—and pride can be just snether form of fear:
ear of lesing semething, fear of lesing  face", reputa-
tien, influence. Misre often tham net, it-1has been these
geeple whe are very human, knewing wealness i
hemselves, whe, trusting in the Lerd, have been the
enes whem He has used mest mightily. The seeret is
ust this—they are the Lerd's, and they are His a
hundred per eent, and everviedy knews it. What He
is needing is net just that ‘we sheuld beleng te Him
but preneuneedly e, 2nd that these around s sheuld
knew it: and the hsur will very likely eeme when the
Leord will put them inte sur Rands, beeause they knew
that we are the enly enes whe have what they then
need. 1t is a matier of Being faithful ta the Lerd upte
sueh 2 day. He may held s in 2 place and net Jet s
ge uniil that testimeny is there establiched, and then
perhaps He will give the situatien, ef tnese there,
inte sur Hands: We may knew nething &t
3Baut them oF the Lafd's desi ;ﬁ iR thelF lives, But
they will Be e%i;;sfee 1Atg Eﬁi ghds foF the "58&1-
Fhaps & & will e ¥8F§H§EFF@¥Q‘H
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The Meammg of Christ

HI

His Uniqueness

* So also it is wriittiem, The finst man Adzm became
a living soull; the last Adaim .= life-giving spirit.
The first man is of the earth, earthy : the second
mam is of heaven ** (1 Cor. xv. 45, 4%).

** Wherefore we henceforth know 116 man after the
flesh: even though we have known Christ after the
flesh, yet now we knew him s6 ne mere. Where-
fore if any man s In Christ, there is a new
creation ”* (11 Cex. v. 16-i9), o

1 am retuniiing 1o our previeus meditation in rela-

tion to the incarnetion and life en earth of the Lerd
Jesus as representative of the new ereatien. Let us at
the outset understand Paul aright. When he said
' Heneeforth we knew Chyist he mere after the Hesh /
he did net distiss the inearnatien and the earthly life
as being of ne value and Mmeaning. He meant that we
fie lenger take aceount of Jesus of Nazareth simplly 25 2
fham, or as a prophet, of (as any believed) as an
impostor : as a man whe had eofhe ifte the limelight,
fhade great claims, dene many things diffieult te
understand and said many} things which were extra-
erdinary, and then had been taken by the jews and
delivered up and erveified : khewing Chrst after the
flesh, as we méght knew any ether man. Yeu netiee
that the immediate esnneetien is with knewing pesple
{Uﬂ as they are naturally en the earih, and Paul says
Hat neither ether men ner Christ de we Reneeferth
knew en that level. The other, and pesitive, side is
that eur knewing new ef ene anether and of Chwst is
in the new erestion, their place and meaning there—
that is the realf in whieh we take nete, reeegnise and
appreciate, that is the thing with whieh we are
geeupied. 1 have seught te make that perfectly elea¥,
beeause, te go baek and dwell mueh wpen the jnear-
natien and earthly life ef the Lerd Jesus might ether:
wise leek like a esntradiction. Seme might think that

that is knowing Christ after the flesh, and that is the
very thing we are seeking.mot to do, even while we
dwell upon His earthly life. What we are rezllly seek-
ing at this time is that knowing of Christ—even in His
earthly life—after the Spirit, getting through to the
inner significance and meaning of Christ, and by
coming into vital contact with the "Divine, the
heavenly, the spiriitwall, the eternal meaning, find a
registration upon ourselves—what we have called an
impact, a challenge, and the setting up of something
to which we have to be adjusted and conformed.

But added to that, let me say this, that, when the
Apostle speaks in his letter to the Romans about our
being predestinated to be conformed to the image of
His Son (Rom. viii. 2§), he is not referring to some
image which Christ entered into when He went into
heaven. Perhapsbecause we have not thought about,
this carefullly, we have a way of thinking of Christ in
heaven as altogether different from Christ on earth,
and that we are conformed to that Christ in heaven,
and not to this Christ on earth. 1 want to correct that.
The Christ in heaven, glorified, is only the glorifying
of the Manw Who was here, or the glorifying of that
whieh was true of Him here, taking it up into glory
and establishing it there in the presence of God,
attested and sealed with gl?‘?r. It is the perfection of
what was here. He was }ae ected through sufferings,
and the arriving at a position of fulness (which is the
word ‘ perfeetion *, completeness) brought the seal
of Ged in glery. 1t is not another Christ in glory, it is
the sarme One—the M in the glory, perfected and
glorified—and it is that nature, that disposition, that
conduct of His which were here on the earth, with all
their features and characteriistics. “wititth e tken wp
into glory and established there. We are to be con-
formed to Christ as He was here inwardlly, so that we
also share His glory when perfected together with
Him at the end. We have not to try and study a
Christ of a memtality up there, but to get, by the
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Spirit, to the inside of the Christ Who was here, and
as He was here : not the imitation of Christ according
to Thomas a Kempis (that is mysticism, asceticism)
but the inwardl revelation of Christ to our hearts,
according to the hymn that we often sing—that which
results in extinguishing our tapers because the sun
has risem, the discardiimg of our winter garments be-
cause the summer has come, the smashing of our idols
because He has filled the heart. That must become
the spirituzl experience, and progressively so. So we
come to all that is recorded about Jesus of Nazareth,
the Son of Miom, and ask the Holy Spirit to teach and
to show us Christ from the inside. If the Holy Spifit
does give us an insight into the Lord Jesus as He méved
on this earth, there will be a tremendeus effeet upen
our lives and a trefendous challenge. 1t will be the
gpirit’s method of eenferming us te the image of Ged's
on,

A Universal, Cuillecitive Person

Therefore we must begin by recognising the
uniqueness of the Son of Mam; everything begins
there. When we use that word *unique ' we are
always tempted to violate the laws of English gram-
mar. You find people saying that a thing is * absolute-
ly unique “. Here you feel you want some emphasis on
that word *umitgee’,, Baitt itt willl ot dbo.  Tlenes aree
no degrees of uniqueness. ‘' Unique ' is complete and
final i itself. Witenao thine iks wiige tiereis rtiing
else in the universe like it, it stands alefie. So we must
recognise the unigueness of the Sen of Mam. There
never has been another Sen ef M in the sense in
which He was Son 6f Man. His unigueness is found in
this, that all that is i the thought 6f Gedl, all that is
hea In thought and eeneeptien, value and
meaning, all that expansivemess of the wniversal
which God s, is erewded dewn inte this ene Persen ;
and as the Spirit leads yeu ifite Christ, you find that
you have been led inte an utterly beufidless ocean,
you have been lifted eompletely eut éf ever) kind of
limitation inte what is universsl. Mere, you have
been brought inte teueh with that whieh is not of this
earth at all. You cannet find its like here, you eannot
find anything of its erder here. 1t is anether erder, a
heavenly order, erewded dewn inte this ene life. You
find that Christ, the Sen ef M, is net just a single
Person. Yes, here He is, in a sense ene, but He is a
race crowded in, He is a esllective Persen, everythin
is gathered inte Him. 1f yeu get yeur feet en the real
of the revelatien ef Jess Chrisi By the Hely Spirit
from the inside, yeu will find as yey meve aleng that
road that you eofne inte the visien that the Apestle
Paul had, that entraneing, enthralling, eaptivatin
visien whieh §1méaly Possessed Paul a8 he saw at Jen
all the seattered, 'Buoken fragments of the ereatien
gathered tegethef_ arid made ene iR Chyist, the restitu-
tion of all things i Christ, all that wineh was divided
and breken and seatiered, gathered tegether in the
new creatien in ChAst ; and Veu begin te see how that
can be, because here i§ suéh a eBmprehensive, all-
embragifng PersoR.
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You know how impossible it is to put Christ down
into any one of the sections of human life or of this
world order and bind Him to that, and make Him the
property of that alone. Cam you put Christ
down into anv one nation and say that He belongs to
it? Yes, a Syrian by birth, but He belongs to all the
nations, and all the nations have found Him just as
much one of themselves, in meeting their need and
answering to thelr hearts and challenging their condi-
tions, as His own nation by birth. All nations shall
eall Him blessed. He is the desire of all nations. Can
?(eu put Him into any quarter of the earth ? Take the

our guarters. Take the West with its energy, its
genius for petting things done. Well, what does
Christ say te this active, energetic, Western world 7
He is net eut ef place here, and yet He would say
sefnething eerrective to us abeut rest and patience.
But He weuld net say, Yeuw must slow down in order
te knew rest. He weuld say, Yeu ean know rest in
teil, in aetivity. De yeu see what 1 am petting &t ?
Christ dees net say te us in this Western world, with
all the fret and rush and drive and aetivity, All that
must of neeessity stop when yeu eefme to Me; but
He says, Yeu have te Hnd tHe seeret of rest in the
midst ef it ahl: fer rest is net eeasing frem deing,
rest is 2 matter of the hear; and ' yeu shall find rest
Hhte yeuf seuls ' (M xi. 28). Yes, He eomesin,
He isRet sut of place Rers:

Or go to the East. There you have slow and pensive
patience, quiet, everlasting jog-trot—hardly that.
What will He do with that ? He fits in perfectly. He
does not say, Youw must become energetic, and throw
off this sloth, and so on ; but He also has a corrective
for that world. There is a lot in the New Testament
about being not slothful in business, being fervent in
spirit. Youw do not find a great deal of fervour of spirit
on that side of the world. They are very easy-going,
taking things as they come ; but He will speak about
fervour of spirit. He fits in, He has something to say.
He is no stranger,

Go to Northern climes where things are hard and
rugged, serious and grimm, and you will find the Lord
Jesus fits in and relieves the straim and smooths the
ruggedness, and you will find beauty brought in there
by Him.. Go to the South with its passion and heat ;
you find saints in the Southern climes, and by the
corrective of His presence that passion is changed to
true love. The Lord Jesus, you see, comprehends all,
and it would be, perhaps, interesting and profitable if
we were to pursue that line further.

The Divine Answer to Universal Humam Need

What 1 am trying to get at is this, that He brings
in the fulness of heaven in His one Person, and we fitrdl
that He comprehends the race and meets the need of
the whole, and challenges the condition of the whole.
He is not outside of anyone as a stranger, He is a
universal Christ, a heavenly Christ, there js not
another like Him. Other prophets belong to certain
realms and environments and constitutions, and they
are suited to those ; but He, the Son of Man, is wiiigue.
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But you can bring that down to smallest details.
Here we are, enough to represent a fair variety of dis-
positions and constitutions and temperaments. There
are many differences among us. In medicine, the
thing which differentiates people from a certain
standard of law is called an idiosyncracy. Cam you
find any idiosyncracy in Christ ? You will not find
one, He lias not got one. He utterly conforms to
standard, and yet He meets us in all eur variety, in all
our differentiations. Net twe of us are exactly alike,
but we ean everyone of us say that the Lord Jesus has
exaetly met eur need, met ys net in eutward things—
we are niet falking ef temperal things—but met us
85 we are. Nat ene of us ean say, He may be all right
for se-and-3 beeause their make-up and {emperament
is just what He suits, But He dees net fit in with fe.

e ean, if we de net already, knew Christ fer eur-
gselves as exaetly meeting eUF partiewlar make-up {
and that ean be'spread ever milliens and milliens e
different peeple, all f whem have an idiesyneraey,
semething which malkes them different frem éveryene
else ; the Lerd Jesus perfectly meets everyene in their
inner life and beeemes the ahswer i thelf
fneed. Te knew Chyist after the Spirt means {8 knew
ngl in this Wﬁ , Hew He meets suf P&Hi&b'llﬂ heed
2Rd Beeames 2 Living reatity iR QuF PaFticyiar make-up:

Take heart, dear friends. Youmay think that yours
is the most difficult nature that God ever had to deal
with, and you may have despaired of yourself. Ah,
but here is One Who comprehends all. He is not justa
single Person to meet some particular kind of man or
woman. He is a combination of all and yet outside all
in that heavenly distinctiveness. When He was here
on earth, the poor were able to say, He is one of us ;
and yet He was at home as much with the rich as with
the poor. There was no strain with Him, whatever
cirele He moved in. He was perfectly comfortable
with the most learned, and with the ignorant. He
embraces all. To learn Christ after the Spirit is to
learn hew He meets our personal need and the need
of everyone.

The Restorer of True Unity in a New Creation
Then to recognise how He is going to gather up
into Himself all the broken fragments. 'Is not the race
a shattered, brokem, scattered thing? It is all frag-

ments, How will that new creation man, that new
creation race, be one ? »We begin to see it is one in
Christ. It is going to take His likeness, be all-inclusive.
It is a mystery, difficult to present, to speak about.
Do you glimpse it » There is One Who takes up all
these shattered fragments in His own uniting Person
on a higher level, and in His own Person makes them
one, so that they are all complements of one another
instead of at variance with one another. Oh, tempera-
ments are so different, they will never get on toge !
Christ is of no one temperament. Tabulate the tem-
peraments as we know them and see where jiou fix
Him 1 Hdexagsnoot ¢anmpeexarenitid ha il He avaqa bboye
it. Now gather into Him in a spirituel way and par-
take of His nature, and you can see a single Bedy
fitly framed togetiher, a beautiful harmeny. De yel
see through the spiritual meaning ef Chiist ? He is
golng to gather the seattered ehildrem of men inte one.
How ? Net geegraphically, ealling them eF
from the ends of the earth and deing it frem the eut-

side. He is going te do it by the revelatien of Himself °

firstt of all to their hearts, and then the werk of His

b Spirit upen that revelatien. When that hagaeaea at

the b@g?aﬁmgi it was a beautiful teken of what it will
be at the end. Yeu see it if Jerusalem in thege days:
Oh, the leve, the hat , the selflessness, the séif-
fargetgg i—contmuing tegether, ealling nething that
they Had their ewn ; just a feretaste of what is gein
te Be—of what Christ means, in faet, when Hrst of a
He is seen and then the Hely Spirt acts upen that in
the heart. Well, 1 have enly staried on that. May that
glimpse mean sernething. What we need, frst of all;
is to see the Lerd, yes, g see Jesus, By the Hal
Ghest, and then {8 8Hi§§_?i_ﬂ &t werk Hpen th
revelatien to esnferm us te Hisimage. We krew Him
18 Isnger after the flesh. OR, 1 khew Him—byt {8
new Him as He really is ! The Lord give us that
Kﬁewise%,, and, 53 eveh el Bref 2nd $8 stammerin
attempt 2t teuehing upen Him iR His realivs:, stiF ey
RHeafis {9 sep that here is One in Whem 1s all the

pssiBility of selving every problem, %iW@HH%g@g@N

Hestion, aRd deing what nB 2FMies BF GFga 8Hs

F 1eagies €3R ever do— &EH@HH%E r {hiQ BRe :
Rot orhanised oReness, Byt BFEERIE BRENesS. The Lerd
8peR GUF eyes ! > A

The Rest and the Courage.of Faith

REwpmye : Heb. iv. §; iii. 19 ; Josh. xiv. 44.

I am sure it will sound to many of you like going a
long way back and going out into a very broad realm
when 1 say that we Christians are being constantly
confronted with and challenged by our Chriistizumity.
Many of us have not really entered inte Chriistianity
yet. What do 1 mean ? Well, for one thing, the very
door inte true Chiktiamity is the door of rest, the rest
of falth. The very simple way in which the Lord put
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it in His appeal was—"" Come unto me, all ye that
labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest **
(Matt, xi. 28). That was to a multitude, and those
words are usually employed in Gospel messages to the
unsaved. The meaning of the Lord in using those
werds is glven to us here in the Jetter to the Hebrews, a
very fueh deeper and fuller meaning than is generally
reeognised. in the usage of the simple invitation
 Corwe unto me and 1 will give you rest ™. There is

-— b
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something that we have to hear, to detect, in the
statement—'' There remaineth therefore a sabbath
test for the people of God ** (Heb. iv. g}.

A Present Entering Into Rest

If you look at the context, the meaning is something
into which the people of God had not entered. ** They
were not able to enter in because of unbelief " (Heb.
iii. 19). They could not enter in. Who were they ?—
the people of God. It is still the people of God for
whom the rest remaineth. Do not let us put that into
the future, that is not the meaning at all ; that after-
ward, when we get Home to glory, then we will arrive
at the Sabbath day rest, we will enter into rest. It is
not something for the tombstone—He or she entered
into rest. It is something which remains now as a
present thing for the people of God, not in death, but
in life, The rest remaineth.

You will not think me too elementary, for you know
in your heart, as well as I do in mine, that this matter
of heart rest, the rest of faith, is a live question con-
tinually, it is coming up all the time. One of the things
which is lacking in so many of us is this rest, or, to
put it the other way, the things which characterize us
so much are {ret, anxiety, uncertainty; and all those
things which are just the opposite of calm assurance,
quiet confidence, the spirit and attitude and atmos-
phere which says all the time, Don't worry, don't fret,
it is all right. One thing our great enemy is always
trying to do is to disturb that, destroy that, rob us of
that, churn us up, fret us, drive us, harass us,anything
to rob us of our rest or to prevent us from entering
into rest.

It is the rest of faith, not just the rest of passivity,
indifierence, carelessness. There is all the difference
between carelessness and carefreeness. There re-
maineth, there is still to be had, there still obtains,
there still exists, there is still preserved a rest for the
people of God—rfor the people of God. We bave no
right to go to the unsaved and bid them come to
Christ and find rest until and unless we ourselves
know that rest. Our testimony and our ministry is
jeopardized, weakened, limited and discredited if we
are not ourselves in rest ; and this is the object of the
enemy’s activity in this matter—to discredit us by
taking from us that very birthright of our union with
Him Who is never perturbed, never anxious, never
in doubt as to the issue, the One Who reigns. You
see, rest is the practical outworking of our belief that
He is Lord, and the very Lordship of ‘Christ is struck
at by the unrest of the people of God.

The rest of faith must be our position ; not only
in the great matter of justification, though if it is not
settled here, it will not be settled anywhere. Obh, the
enemy is striking at that, even with the people of
God ; he is ever seeking to undercut that ; in some
way to raise again the question of justification, of
being just with God in our standing, in our acceptance
—not yet fully and finally in onr state, only in Christ ;
that is, not as finally perfect in ourselves, but in that
union on the ground of what He is. The enemy never
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ceases to try to undercut that, and his metbods are
countless and very persistent and very forceful. The
rest of faith in that, but also in a hundred and one
other ways in the practical things of everyday life;
things which are not in our power to arrange, secure,
settle and bring to pass. Every day brings hundreds
of ways in which there is the opportunity to stand into
the rest of faith, into that faith in the Lord which
brings rest. So subtle are the ways of the enemy that
he will even teli us that that is too small a thing with
which to trouble the Lord ; that is a mere incident,
why take that to the Lord ? He has bigger and more
important things than that on hand! Why try to
make the Lord your errand-boy (I say that reverently)
just to do all the little things you want dene ? If in
this the testimony is preserved in rest, then it is a big
thing to the Lord, not a little thing, Ifin this matter
the Lord's glory stands to sufier, then it is a very big
thing. It may be an incident in daily life, yes, in many,
many ways every day, you and I can so lose our poise
and our rest and our quiet confidence as to lose out
spiritually, and the Lord lose much, so that it is
proved that somewhere faith has been lacking, and
with it the rest has gone. That is one side. Itisa
challenge to us, 2 real challenge.

The Necessity for Faith

‘" We see that they were not able to enter in because
of unbelief . Nof able—paralysing, disqualifying,
incapacitating unbelief. That means that the sooner
we face this whole question and, as far as possible, get
it settled, the better, For thirty-eight years Israel was
simply locked up, held up, and went round and round,
so to speak, on this one question as to whether they
were going to believe God. It arose, let me say again,
on all kinds of matters. It arose on physical matters,
for a life in that wilderness was a great proposition
physically, The Lord did not change the physical
conditions. He called for a change in the people
themselves first ; the physical conditions were settled
when He had got the change inside them. Whben the
matter of faith in Him was settled, then the Lord
dealt with the physical. The question arose in the
circumstantial, the emotional, the intellectval, the
volitional realms ; the challenge was made along all
those lines in numerous ways. You can take 2}l their
experiences and see how each one was a peculiar form
of the challenge to faith, and the challenge was
changing almost daily in its aspect, its {fotm, but it
was the same challenge. It came along every kind of
line and the Lord never changed it, never prevented it,
never allowed the whole set of conditions to be altered,
but always focused on one point. The thing that
matters is the inner man, and not until the issue was
settled there, did the Lord deal with all the other
things.

Well, that is very comprehensive. Do not think
that it is necessarily such-and-such things that
account for our condition. These may be contributing
factors, they may be very testing, may bear upon us
very heavily. Physical matters—yes, they do_press,
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they do make the situation exceedingly difficult, they
do make a difference. CinoumstEnres in which we
have to live our lives, they* do make a lot of difference,
they make the situation exceedingly difficult. We say,
If only the Lord would deal with this physical matter
or these circumstances or this something else ! It is
all due to that, that is the cause of it, the reason for it.
That is our Wiy of reasoning, but it is not the Lord's
thought at all. The thing is deeper down than that,
and it is simply a matter of believing God ; resolute
faith, confidence in.God. The Lord is trving to get us
out ef eur variable and varying soul life where we are
at the mef@?f of all eur feelings, theughts and reason-
ings and all that kind of thmg, inte a realm where,
in spirit, we are stedfast. That is the peint upen
whieh it is all fixed in the Psalm. °' Their heart was
fot stedfast with him " §P§a, Ixxviii. 39), and areund
that the whele ef their forty years is gathered. The
key te this is spiritusal; tested by every other line,
ever)’ other means, it is a spiritual matter ultimately.
Te be strengtened with m&a{ﬁ By His Spirit in the
inward man (EpR. iji. 16) is the answer to it all. The
gther may then give way ; at least, we shall gain as:
eendaney ever the ether if it is net remeved.

Faith in Godl the Secret of Courage

Come back to the word in Joshua. Of that first
generation, only two men got out of that soul realm—
Joshua and Caleb. They triumphed in and over that
realm. They triumphed in that reahm first, and then
the Lord brought them out, but the fact that it was
the rest of faith which was the secret of their triumph
while they were in it is brought so beautifully; magni-
ficently, to light in this fourteenth chapter of Joshua.
I thinit this is fite. Caleb, one of the two, comes to
Joshua, He is an old man now, but still living by
faith in the position which he took up with the Lord
years before. He took up that position when he went
as ene of the spies and when the great majority, the
everwhelming Pﬁ%gﬁdltty, brought their evil report.
They leeked at thf@U?h thelr cireumstances ;
these twe fien leeked at thelr elrcumstances through
Ged ; it made all the difference. Caleb took up that
pesition of leelking at everything through Ged, and he
is still living in that pesition ; and new, as an eld
fan, he eemes te Jeshua, and, while all the ether
pesple are being given theif inheritance in niee, easy,
gﬁg Feus pesitions ' where every prespeet pleases ",

says, Give me this meuntain where the giants
are, and eities g{_@ﬁt and walled up ; this hildy eeun-
try ; give me this meuntain !

Oh, dear friends, there is a lot to be said about that,
but I am going to be content with this now as follow-
ing up this challenge to my heart and to yours. What
are you looking for ?—an easy inheritance, a nice,
workable cabbage-patch, something that is going
to respond to your touch immediately and give you
satisfaction » Are you looking for the fflowrishing
land ? The faith which brought Joshua and Caleb
into rest of heart before they came into the rest of the
land was this kind of faith—Give me a tough pro-
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position | Here is a situation full of difficulties, full of
threatenings, full of adversities ; why, it is almost an
appalling}pmspect, yet nevertheless give me a chance
there ! You see the challenge. Do difficulties appal
gou or do they at once present a great ity
or the Lord » *“ It may be that the Lord...as the
Lord spake." How are we facing the big difficulties ?
—and there are difficulties ! there are problems ! and
these mountains seem to pile up upon one another as
we go on. Sometimes it seems an impossible outlook
and prospect, a hopeless situation. Perhaps for our
own lives individuzllly for some reason within our-
selves or outside of ourselves, or for the work to whiech
we are called, the ministry, the testimony that is laid
upon us, it seems so utterly hopeless, the mountain is
impossible. Well, what about it ? Is it—Give e tiifiis
mountain ! Nothing but a real faith in God can take
things on like that, and say—All right, it is difficult,
there is no doubt about it, it is an appalling prespeet
naturally, a hopeless outlook, nevertgel@% let us take
it on in the Name of the Lord ; it may be that the
Lord...The Lord—losising at the fountaln threugh
the Lord, and not at the Lord threugh the meuntain.

I think that is the kind of faith that we need, that
brings into rest. A mountain—yes, it is a mountain
right enough, a physical mountain, a dircumstantial
mountain, a mountain of outlook in the work.
Naturally we would do the right thing, the wise,
commonsenze thing if we said, No, we are not going
to touch that I But faith says, 1 am not going to try
and skirt that mountain, 1 am net going to turn my
back on it and rum away ; give me this mountain ! 1
want that faith, you want it. 1t is not just our natural
courage, our bull-dog nature, our pugnacity that will
do it. We know quite well that we have nothing ; if
left to ourselves, we had better quit. But the Lord
is challenging us, and Calleb does come up as a rebuke
to us. At the end of a long life when we might think
that now Is the time for him to be given a very fiiee
little garden and a lodge sormewhere where the werk
was easy and he could take his rest—ne, he says, Give
e this mount wherein are the giants, the walled eities;
give e this mountain ! His ehsiee was a difficuiity,

ecause it was an opportunity for the Lefd.

Probably we shall very soon be brought up against
what we have been sajiimg2in very practical ways, but
let us have dealings with the Lord on this. We are
going to have to face what will be naturally appalling
difficulties, within and without, taking the very heart
out of us, but oh, for this quiet, restful assurance and
confidence in our God which says, Give me this
mountain as an opportunity for preving the Lord !

And Calieb got it—and it was Hebron, and that is
another story ; a very long story is Hebrom. 1 leave
you to look that up, for Hebron has a wonderful place
in the purposes of Godl. David was first crowned king
in Hebron before he was crowned in Jerusalem.
Hebron means * fellowship *. There is a great inherit-
ance bound up with Hebrom. Hebron is secured to
men and to women of this kind of faith which says, 1
am not wanting to escape from my difficulty and
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get out of my hard way ; let me take it in the Lord's
strength and give the Lord an opportunity to show

that He can do what is naturally impossiblé. The Lord
give us that faith ! T.A-S,

“Last of All—To Me?”

Reapixe : 1 Cor. xv. 3-8,

What wonderfu] transformations took place when
people met the risen Christ! It was not a matter of
argument, disputation, long explanations or many
words. Various people with all kinds of different
needs met the Lord and all their problems were
solved and their needs satisfied. 1 have it on my heart
to speak of four such. Paulsays first of all that Christ
appeared to Cephas, but that is because he is speaking
of what might be called ' official people '. Actually,
the Gospels show us that first of all He appeared to
Mary Magdalene,

To Mary, the Broken-Hearted

We read in John xx the account of how Mary met
the Lord ; she was the very first. We may say, per-
haps, she loved Him most, she was the most devoted ;
1 think we might equally say she needed Him most.
She was broken-hearted. It seems clear that she had a
peculiar devotion of soul to the Lord Jesus. Mark xvi,
g tells us she was one from whom seven devils were
cast out. From that, suppositions have been formed
that she was a2 woman of evil life. There is nothing in
Scripture to warrant that idea, but certainly she had
known a mighty deliverance. Jesus Christ dn earth
had met her in great stress of need and had delivered
her, and her response was an outpouring of heart
devotion, heaping upon the Lord every atom of
ber being in deep love to Him. The Lord’s words to
her after He met her on the resurrection moming are
difficult for us to gather {from our version. According
to that version He said to her ** Touch me not "’ or
** Take not hold on me " (R.V.M.), and it is present
tense. I think Moffatt's translation helps us best with
this—*’ Cease clinging to me "'. She had her Lord and
she was holding Him. The Lord said, No, you have
not got Me back like that. I am not vet ascended .
It is not the Jesus after the flesh Whom you have
loved so much; do not hold on now as though He
were,

Mary had loved and lost. When she lost the Lord,
she Jost everything. She was broken-hearted. But
thank God there is an answer to the broken-hearted.
The Lord brought it Himself with 2 minimum of
words. Oh, it is not words, explanations, doctrines,
that bind up broken hearts ; it is just the Lord. Two
words were exchanged between them and everything
was done ; just two words, ** Mary ! " ' Rabboni! "

When the Lord really meets the broken-hearted,
there is no need for explanations or words. " Many !'”
It was the way He said it, the tone, the love, that
touched that poor, broken heart. And the Lord Jesus
has not changed: If there are Mary Magdalenes in the
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world—and God knows there are broken-hearted
people who have given themselves in utter devotion
1o somebody or something and lost it all—thank God,
their case is not so hopeless as it seems. The Lord is
not going to give earthly satisfaction, any more than
to Mary. He gave Mary something better, and bhas
something better for us—Himself ascended to the
Father, known in the spirit in the power of an eternal
life and of heavenly love, * Mary!” ** My own dear
Master | ' That is what she said—'* My Master | "'—
and all the problems were solved, all the difficulties
gone for ever. That is the way the Lord Jesus met
her, and that is the Christ Whom we have.

Dear {riends, it is not our explanation or exposition
that will comfort breaking hearts; it is the living
Christ that people need. If the living Christ can come
to them and say, Mary ! Mary ! all will be solved, as it

was with her. So He is encugh for Mary, the broken-

hearted.

To Peter, the Conscience-Siricken .
The next is Peter, and He is enough for Peter the
conscience-stricken ; broken-hearted, true, in a sense
~—but the outstanding {eature of Peter was his guilty

conscience. He had sinned, and the weight of that sin.

must have been an intolerable burden upon him.
There are some people who are troubled about their
§ins when they do not feel well, and when they are
better they do not trouble very much, it is a matter
of {eeling. But Peter’'s was not a matter of {eeling, it
was a fact, an historic, ugly fact. He had denied his
Lord ; he had sinned against the light ; he had sinned
repeatedly, three times; he had sinned in spite of

.warnings ; he had sinned in spite of his own resolu-

tions and determinations not to. What a picture !
And who of us has not stood in Peter's place—
oppressed not merely with a vague sense of not beJ:ng
Tight with God, but with the burden of positive sin-
fulness, facts which can never be evaded ? :
What happened when the Lord met Peter ? There
is only one indication in Scripture as to the whole
circumstance. It is in the Gospel by Mark, which we
are told was written largely under Peter’s influence.
When the angel spake to the women he said, ** He is
risen ; he is not here :...go, tell his disciples and
Peter ”'. There is a whole world stored in that—"* Go,
tell his disciples and Peter *. Judas had sinned, sinned
himself out of the Apostolic band and out of any
possibility of hope of recovery. Who will say that
Peter's sin was Jess than Judas's 7 Peter might have
wondered whether he had not sinned himsell out of
the Apostolic band too, and 1 think perhaps the other
disciples thought he had. What a weight on his con-
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selenee !} “Go, tell his disciples and Peter **. The Lord
still thinks of Peter, guilty, conscience-stiricken Peter,
Well, there is hope : this is the Gospel of hope ; and
the Lord, before ever He appeared to the rest of that
Apestolic band, had a personal and a private inter-
view with Peter. It is not disclosed what was said,
Seripture does not even give us a glimpse, as it gives
of Mary. * We are simply told, " The Lordl..hath
appeared to Simem/’ (Luke xxiv. 34). Says Paul, " He
appeared to . Says Mark, ”* Go, tell his dis-
eiples and Peter . Peter never sald anything more
gbeut it himself. 1t was between him and the Lord.
What did they say ? 1 wender very much whether
they sald an}itiwng, whether anything needed to be
said. What toek the lead of guilt 6ff Peter's conscience,
restored the sunshine of Ged's smile to his heart once
again, was net werds. 1t was the presence of the
living Chriktt; and that is true, abselutely- true. Some-
times Sefipture ean help ; gueted and applied by the
Hely Spirit it ean be the means fer bringing rellef to
the Builty eenseience ; but, when all is said and dene,
the eure fer sin-siekness is a living Savieur. Afterall,
it was the leel. Was it a leek of pity ? 1i eeriainly
fAust have been a leek of leve. 1t was a leek frem the
Lerd that had earber melted Peter's Reart under a
sense of sin, and the same Lerd, Fsen frem the dead,
singled eut Peter. 1f was as though ene of His first
thelights after the restFréesion was, 1 must see Peier,
I must assure Peter, repentant Peter. That is the
difference between Pelef and Judas 1f is et the
fHeasure of their sif, it is the stafe of their hearis about
ft. Peter was repentant. Peter, tHaugn He was
asharmed {8 Be Reaf. {g {he {8 t

sifa {Xtdre W %‘ Ffﬂ § gHHé iR {ﬁ% E&é
SR, Canot Tats A5 Thid 2R vet o mbe
ave the L0Fd - yad 2Fe ashamed 18 188 iR the
3eR 2 gs ygl Eling 18 HHiM ; aRd Hhat is how e£s¥
was. THank 604 He Hsen €hnst IS fhe Festorer 8
ghseience-strEken, ghilty Beler. He said 18 fhe
FokeR-HeaHe SHe,” sBEakine 18 HeF  personally,

¥ | He said ¢Sfcerhiig Hiis one—' g, tell i
ISE Ig glef - i3y 1ake comikart 18 YoUF
eaft 7 THe £ord knew fRelrNames - HE KNoWs Yaurs:
He Broupht thew IR ; HE 4R :
To Thomas, the Doubter

FRgs You 1R:

The third one we are told about in the same
Gospel. He did not meet the Lord Jesus alone, but it
was a very personal matter. 1t was Thomas, Thomas
the Doubter, the unbebiever. * Thomas, one of the
twelve, called Didymus, was not with them when
Jesus came, The other disciples therefore said unto
him, We have seen the Lord. But he said unto them,
Except I shall see in his hands the print of the nails,
and put my finger into the primt of the nails, and put
my hand into his side, 1 will not believe ** (John xx.
24-25). What about that ? Well, you say, be is an
unbeliever, he is lacking in faith, he is hard of heantt:
fule him out ! What does the Lord say ? ** After eight
days again his disciples were within, and Thomas with
them. Jesus cometh, the doors being shut, and stood

-t
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in the midst, and said, Peace be unto you. Then saith
he to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and see my
hands ; and reach hither thy hand, and put it into
my side *'. How gracious the'Lord is ! Rule him sutt!
we would say. But the Lord meets him on his ewn
ground. He says, Here you are, Thomas : you want
proofs, here are proofs. Reach hither thy finger. Of
course, Thomas did not do it ; he was overcome. But
how tender the Lord is even to the man that we weuld
reprove, full of his own ideas, full of self-will, net pre-
pared to accept the testimony: of others.

Now, of course, there are qualifications to that.
Thomas was an unbeliever, but he put himself in the
way of being convinced. He had missed the Lord by
being absent from the Apostolic band, but he did not
wash his hands of them and say, The Lord must seek
me out and find me. He met with them, he gave the
Lord a chance. 1 think therein lies a lot of the explana-
tion. We ma}* fimdi it hard to believe. After all, if we
are going to crticise Thomas, who of us has not at
some point or other failed just there ? 1f you canmot
believe, there is a sense in which you cannot help
yourself, you cannot pretend to believe. But you ean
put yourself in the way of being met by the Lord, Il
Thomas had removed himsell, gone away and stayed
away, 1 do not believe he ever would have met the
Lord. But he gathered with the band, theugh he
could not accept their testimony:. He gave the Lerd a
chanee to meet him ameng thern, and, as he was there
with the rest, the Lord eame and et him. Hewever
uﬁbelievmiwe may be, there is a graeleus patienes
abeut the Lord that if He ean meet us at any point,
He will; and that is hew He fmet Themas: and
Thefmas's answer was virtuallly the same as Mawy's—
" My Lerd and my Gegll™”

Let us beware of unbelief, but let us realise that we
do not get rid of it by pulling ourselves together or
making up our minds we are going to be full of faith,
merely exerting ourselves from our side. Unbelief
disappears when we meet the living Lord. That is
what we need. How often does the Lord solve your
difficulties about faith by explanations ? How eoften
does He get you out of your strained condition ef
questian and of doubt by setting out before you all the
reasons why? Not very often, does He ? No, some-
how or other, somewherepor other, you meet the
living Lord, the Lord Himself, and all the questions
are forgottem. Do you think Thomas, after that,
wanted to press this matter of personal investigatiiyn ?
Not a bit of it! He had seen the Lerd and all he
wanted to do was to worship. There is the eure fer
unbelief—t1ee living Christ. Ged help us {6 brRg Him
to doubting Thomases of whieh this werld is full.

To James, the St Righteous
Then there is the fourth, and perhaps the most
enigmatic of all. ** Then *, says Paul in 1 Cor. xv. 7,
** them...to James". Who was James ? James was the
brother of the Lord Jesus. He is later called * James
the Just , and it is quite clear frem his epistle and
from what is said about him in his pesition at Jeru-
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salem, and the use—] may say the wrong use—that
was made by the Judaisers of his name, that he was a
man of great concern for rigditemusresss. 1 think his
trouble originzlly was not righteousness, but self-
i He was a stickler for the letter of the
law, for the most rigid and orthodox observance of
Judaism, as were the Pharisees. They could not
understand the Lord Jesus mixing with sinners,
breaking the Sabbath, as it seemed to them. So it is
written that even His brethren (including James) did
not believe on Him.

Then we are told that, later on, at the Cruss, Jesus
had to commend His earthly mother, Mary, to the
care of John the disciple, as though, when He left the
world, she was left all alone. Where were James and
the others » Where were they indeed ! One can only
conclude that they had washed their hands of Mary
since she persisted in keeping with the Lord. There is
no mention of James. John had to take Mary and
keep her in his home. 1f a man were rezlly a stickler
for the righteousness of the law, he would let little
matters come between him- and his mother. Self-
i of a religious kind is the cruellest thing
in this world. That is why 1 think the whole stot}* is
of a piece, it fits in. 1t would be difficult to imagine a
worldly man abandoning his mother just because she
followed the Lord Jesus, but, If you know- anything
about self-righteous, religious bigets, you knew it 1s
just the sert of thing they de.

There is not much hope for James. No, he is the
last on the list. The publicans and sinners go in before
the Pharisees. James very nearly lost everything.
But thank God, not quite. The risem Christ appeared
to him, and the self-righteous one melted. He kept
something of the outward rigour of his life, but he

lost all his antagonism to the Lord. I do not think
James was a Judaiser.. 1 think his name was used by
the Judaisers. He became quite obviously the leader
of the people of God in Jerusalemm, an outstanding
figure, a disciple of One he had once despised. One of
the greatest miracles of all had happened, a self-
righteous man had been humbled.

That was a tremendous thing ; but who of us is
going to say that James was more self-righteous than
we are ? There is the clash with the Lord, there is the
life that is unworthy and a contradiction, self-
righteousness hardening our hearts ; and even while
we think, as James thought, that we do God service,
we are found in conflict and in a clash with Godl's Som.
There is only one cure for self-righteousmess, and that
is the light of the glory of God in the face of Jesus
Christ.

What happened when the Lord appeared to James »
We are not told. 1 do not think they said very mudih;
it is quite possible they said nothing at all. Perhaps
Jesus said, James ! Perhaps James-answered—fancy,
to his brother, the one whom he had despised !—
perhaps he answered, My Lord and my Godi 1" Well,
there is the answer to all and every need—the personal
appearance of the living Christ. That is our need.

“ Last of all—to me **

Paul puts himself at the end of the list and says,
** znd Jast of all...to me ™. But was it last of alll»
Last of all so far as Paul was concerned, but every
one of us could write an epistle and say, Put me down,
** Jast of all...to me*”. Thank Gail we cam put our
names down there. Mary, Peter, Thomas, James—
put your name undemvestiin—"last of all...to me’.
My Lord and my God ! HLEF.

The Spiritual Clinic
Paralysis

The Parallysiis of Disappointed Expectations

There are not a few typical instances of such in the
Word of Godl. Some of these are discerned in ejacu-
latory and fragmentary expressions, such as that of
Jeb, " Miy purposes are broken off **; or of the two
en the Emmaus Read—""But we trusted!...”oragain,
ef Jehn the Baptist—" Art theu he that eemeth, or
leek we fer anether 7

And then as to the man who has come to be known
as “ The Rich Fool," there are two fragments in the
narrative—'* He said...but God said."

In each case there was an arriving at an end, a
deadlock, a parallysis, and each represented a false
expectation.

Two of these at least (i.e. John the Baptist and
the Emmaus Road) were to be accounted for by a
mistaken conception. This conception is very far
reaching to-day and has become responsible for much

deception ; a deception which works in two ways.
On the one hand many give up in despair—lJike John
the Baptist—because the issues which they had come
to believe were immediately inseparable from a certain
acceptance and line of action have not dievelopedi:
the results have not followed, the successjhas not
materialised. Om the other hand many have been
ensnared by this false conception into thinking that a
certain kind of success, increase, popularity, achieve-
ment, is THE thing, while—as a matter of fiast—the
ultimate spirituzll value is almost if not entirely
lacking.

In these two cases there were at Jeast two further
fundamental misconceptions which issued in .paralysis.
One was the failure to recognise the initial, primary,
and essentially spiritual nature of Chriist's mission and
work. In their minds the temporal and earthly bulkedi,
upon the horizon to the exclusion of the spiritual andi
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heavenly. We think it unnecessary for us to show how
much this was so. It is one of the most obvious things
in the Gospels, and was one of the Master's greatest
problems with His disciples. Again and again, He
tried to let in light to correct this misconception, and
knew that it would be the ground upon which at last
they would all be ofiended, the difficulty' over which
they would all stumble, when they saw Him an
apparently helpless victim on the Cross.

There was also a 1otal misconception of the
order of events, as Acts xv. 14-16 (R.V.)clearly shows.
There was a complete incapacity to recognise the
Divine purpose, method, means, time, instrument,
basis, and passion. This let in personal interests, con-
cerns, ambitions, and false anxieties. The thwarting of
these, and the disillusionment of the Cross utterly
smashed them and their whole scheme of things.

" But we trusted,'’ said they ; but their thought
was earthbound.  Something of ‘' the heavenly
vision "’ is essential to life and assurance and hope and
ascendancy. We shall find increusingly that before
there can be an earth- and world-manifestation of the
sovereignty of Christ in anything like a commen-
surate sense, there will be anintense heavenliness and
spirituality of lile and work on the part of those who
are called to share the Throne.

Whatever else may have been in John's mind lead-
ing to his pathetic and despairing message, it is aimost
certain that his own condition presented a problem
occasioned by a mistaken idea. It would be something
like this : ‘If He really is the Christ, and all that has
been prophesied of Him is true—all those things about
opening the prisons to the prisoners, and letting the
oppressed go Iree, etc.—why is it that I, havingserved
Him as I have and standing in such a relationship to
Him as I do, should be left in this dungeon ? There are
reports of miracles and mighty works, Why am I left

- tosuffer thus ? ' This problem comes near to the heart
; of many of the Lord’s people.

We know from thc
Master Himself that He was {ar from ignoring or {or-
getting John. In John's case it is certain that not for
sin or in Divine {orgetiulness was he lelt in his trial
undelivered. The reason was to be found elsewhere.
It might be as well to listen to another who has a

7 different expectation without despair: ** The Holy

Ghost witnesseth in every city, suying that bonds and
afflictions abide me.”" This one had much 1o say ubout
the spiritual fruitiulness of his bonds,

1 am an ambassador in bonds for the mystery of
the Gospel.”

*“ My bonds #u Chirist are manifest in all the palace

- and in all other places.”

' Many of the brethren, waxing cunfident by my
bondz, are much more bold to speak the word.”

“Whom 1 have begotten in my bonds.”™

It may hardly seem fair to make this comparison
between the two men, but one docex it only because one
finds so many where John was; uand who is to know
but thuat Yaul sometimes was tempted tofeel that wiy?
The facls are that there s olten a larger service
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through a certain curtailment, u fuller life through a
deeper death, a richer Tain by u keener loss: and we
have to look for the impact of the operation of God in
us in a realm where the eve of man cannot trace. The
Master suid of John that he was the greuatest of the
prophets; and he, no less thun they,was to lay down
his life and suffer unto death for his testimonv, There
is evidently in the eves of God a virtue in certain
sufferings of His servants which is of greater im-
portunce to Him than the fleeting glory which might
accrue to Him by His deliverance of them. There is
that peculiar blesscdness, to which the Lord referred
in His reply to John, which belongs tolthem who under
severe trial are ''not offended in Him." In some
strange way John was related to the Cross and to

' the Lamb of God."” and thus he waz broughi within

the realm of ** the offence of the Cross.”

What do we expect in our relationship tu ‘* the
testimony of Jesus "7 Supposing the deepes: pur-
poses of God can only be realised by His hiding from
our flesh all that that fiesh craves for its life, and—
more—supposing His work in us, whereby triumphant
faith and obedience reach their highest jorm, neces-
sitates His conceuling Himsell and accepting the risk
of being considered to have been unfaithiul ¥ There is
no doubt that most of those who have been called into
some of the most vital expressions of ** the eternal
purpose '’ bave been trained in the school of apparent
Divine contradiction, .delay, withdrawal, and dark-
ness. Paul wrote to the Thessalonian saints that *' no
man should be moved by these afflictions for...we are
appornled thereunto.”

Job, who cned " My purposes are broken off,”
learned that that did not matrer veryv much seeing
that God's greater purposes stood fast. It all depends

_ upon whether we know that we are in ** His purpose "

and in His way of fulfilment, whether in the duvof the
ordeal we shall triumph or be paraivsed.

Job found strength in recognising that ' He per-
formeth the thing that is apporinizd for me, and many
such things are with him,"”" in spite of those things
being quite foreign to his vwn expecration.

A right and true relationship to the Lord is u basis
upon which there is absolute confidence, ussurance,
and hope when owr purposes or expectations are
shattered. It was not soin the case of the "' rich fool.”

" He said...”” He had purposes of his own unrelated .

to God. * But God said...
all purpose.

11 we have God's life in us we can survive anything.
The Lord is not out 10 peevishlyv frustrate our hopes or
disappoint our expectations, but to cither change them
for His own or fulfid them in a higher and lurger realm.

May we just add o word in this generul connection ¥
Manyv unexpected things, and things quite contrary to
cxpectation, will come to us in the realms of both
spiritual experience and Christiun service, bitt une al
the biticrest and often most latal forms ol this
parilvsis come: through disappointed expectiutinns

(Continued on page 1t of cover)

" and that was the end of
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(Continued from pagre67) - - """ has been emphasised. As to the practical sidis, wiy—

with regard to people. David said in his hesgte *’ all
men are a lie*'; and many others have come peri-
lously near to feeling that they darernot put any con-
fidkewaee in anyone. David's experience of the break-
down and worse of .the familiar friend who went to
the bouse of God with him has been that of many
oihers. Trusted and highly esteemed leaders, con-
spicuous and greatly used men of God, such as we had
come to trust and look up to and count upon and
regard as authorities or counsellors, saints and deeply
taugiit: these all in one or more of many ways may
cause us to reel under the shock of a disillusionment
—a manifestatiom of ill-tcmper, irrifability*, jealousy,
personal interest, pride, respect of persons, suspiciom:
concern for place, prestige, approvall: being influenced
by hearsay, report, criticism : prejudice, partiality,
comprumise: all these or others, and some verv much
worse. Anyone who reads this will understand what is
meant and will be! well able to appreciate the acute
suffering and resultant numbness and paralysis, of
such an experience as it strikes at the vitals of faith,
fellowship and trust. There are so many embittered
and tical, soured and suspicious, because of such
disappointed expectations, and too often they allow
it to strike at their faith in God. *-"

Now the first thing to say is that ‘the Lord has
prescribed very carefully for this form- of paralysis,
both for prevention and cure. He has pointed out the
antidote both in word and deed: As to the word, at
how much pains has God been 3’ warrnaggnist s t puti—
ting trust in man.” Again and again the danger and
folly of making man a prop and a.basis of confidence

if not for this very purpose—has not the Lord pre-
vented the disappointing and, sometiimes, shameful
swemkdown of Hi® best servants from being placed on
record ? If the Bible is inspired of God. then we have to
place the record to.the intention of God. 1t is strange
that we so often extract the comfort for ourselves
from this fact, but are shocked when we discover the
** like passions ** im certaim others.

We had better settle it onre and for all that, be

grateful as we should and must for all the grace of God
in His childrem, and value all the help through.them,
and-esteenn them very highly for their work's sake, the
1.ord will never allow us to go lor long on human props
or crutches, but will free us to see that He alone is our
Rock, that our spiritual education and growth must
ever and only rest upon personal and divect kmowledge
of Himself. The greater the usefulness o God of any
life, the deeper the loneliness in experience. Jie takes
us often where no others can enter. interpret, under-
stand, help. Rather, by their mental play upon our
strange experience, and their interpretations given to
it, they create even greater painfulness and diistress for
us. Sooner or later we are bouned to be disappointed in
man, but this may lead to a rich and deep knowledge
of God if we are not soured and paralysed by it.
.. 1t will also be the occasion of a great and healthy
self-distrust on the one hand, and a deep sympathy
and solicitude forjtihe suifienimy an the other handt
The Master in the hisur of anguish ** looked for some to*
take pity, but there was none.” We maj-ibe allowed
just to sip the cup in order to know something of the
help of which'no other cam give.  T. A.-Si-
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