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A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY

true expericnce—“JESUS HIMSELF ... WENT WITH THEM ”, We go into the new year with this con-
fidence, and belicve that, although it may be a ycar of testing, we shall know that His presence is sure
salvation.

We want to reaffirm thai the sole object of this munstry is that of hringing our Lord Jesus into -

the fulness of His inheritance, and of bringing His Church into its inheritance in Him. 1t is intended
to be a wholly spiritual ministry. We have no desire to set up or maintain any particular or separate
‘ movement’ or ‘ sect’. We have nio vested interests in this work, and when the Lord shows us that
the purpose for which He brought it into being is fulfilled we shall have no difficulty in letting go.
Qur continuance, growth and sustenance over these years is not due to any effort of ours, but-—we
believe—because the Lord has had a use for such a ministry, and this is all we want,

We covet your prayers, dear friends, and are always grateful for your fellowship.

Tn a time when, because of the grave and terrible threat to the very destiny of the peoples of the
earth, statesmen ahd responsible persons are wearing themselves out to find some way of mutual
understanding and co-existence, should we not pray that—with a much more solemn issue in view
—all the Lord’s people, and responsible leaders in particular, may make a corresponding effort to

destroy the spreading and intensifying work of Satan as he seeks to divide the people of God, by

pouring out clouds of suspicion and fear.

The greatest menace to his kingdom is a umted people of God, and he will stop at nothmg to
put that beyond possibility. We must seek to meet on the ground of Christ—not movetents, insti-

tutions, teachings, but just that we are His.

When He comes, that is the only thing that will go through and abide. It would be a glorious thing
if this should be the year of His appearing! Let us remember our own part in “ hastening ” that
day—to be prepared ourselves, and to labour that there shall be “ a people prepared for the Lord ”

Again, we greet you, and send you our love in Christ.

~ Yours in that “ Blesscd hope .

T. AUSTIN SPARKS.

e ————————— e

'THE MAN GOD HAS ORDAINED
IIl. THE SEALING OF HIS BRETHREN

‘.. .in whom ve aiso, having heard the word of the
truth, the gospel of your salvation,—in whom, hav-

ing also believed. YE WERE SEALED WITH THE HoLy

SPIRIT OF PROMISE, WHICH IS AN EARNEST OF OUR
INHERITANCE, unio the redemption of God's own

possession, unto the praise of his glory™ (Eph..

i. 13,14}
SEALED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT
I wan{ you to note at the outset a very 1mportant

little word : * ye ' were sealed with the Holy Spirit »,
not by the Spirit. The Holy Spirit is not the sealer,

but the seal. God the Father seals, and-the seal is -
the.Holy. Spirit. The value of that is-that the seal-

ing is pot a matter of some feeling, some experi-
ence in the realm of onr senses. The sealing is de-
finitely the receiving of a Person for indwelling.
The Apostles were very careful and very par-
ticnlar as to this Divine consummation of saving
faith. They never left anything to chance, If there
was a profession of faith in the Lord Jesus, if there
was a declaration of the acceptance of Him, the
acknowledgment of Him as Saviour and Lord, they
never allowed it to stop there. If a report came that
some had turned to the Lord through the preach-
ing, they went to verify and to see that the thing
was sealed, and for them the consummation of that
saving faith, that faith unto salvation, was that they
received the seal of the Holy Spirit. You notice

—
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A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY

THE BURNING BUSH

Read:'ng : Exodus iii,

THE importance of Moses’ experience at the
Burning Bush is clearly shown by the fact that it
is referred to four times in the New Testament. It
was intensely personal, the experience of a man
alone with God, and yet we must realise that God
was not dealing with Moses just for Moses’ own
sake. His concern was with a realm very much
larger than the personal, So often we err either by
making the Lord’s Word too personal, or else by
not making it personal enough, Sometimes we take
everything to ourselves, as though we were the
only person in the unmiverse that mattered to God,
and at others we get so involved in large ideas
about great needs or movements among the people
of God that we forget our own tesponsibility as
individuals. There was no such confusion in this
meeting of Moses with God, for the two matters
were brought together,

THE PERSONAL CHALLENGE OF GOD’S
FLAME

We need to read back to get the true approach
to the chapter:

“. . . the children of Israel sighed by reason of
the bondage, and they cried, and their cry came up
to God by reason of the bondage. And God heard
their groaning, and God remembered his covenant
... And God saw the children of Israel, and God
took knowledge of them. Now Moses , . ." (Ex.
i. 23 - 1)

The background of the interview was a very
deep neced among God’s people and a great enter-
prise to which He had pledged Himself on their be-
half. In the light of all this, He came and stood
right in the path of one man, Moses, For the mo-
ment let us forget that Moses was a great man, for
at that time he was not considered such ;: he was
a shepherd and a fugitive, and had been so for a
long time, He was just a plain man, as we are.
Nevertheless God met him, and met him because
He planned a vital connection between just one
single person who really shared His burden and
was available to Him, and the realisation of a great
purpose for His people.

How wonderful our God is! Only He could take
up such a nation-wide enterprise by beginning with
one little desert bnsh. There is no need for us to
get inflated or imagine that we are something won-
derful because the Lord calls us to serve in His
great purpose, He was not looking for something

big or important. He will not thank us for trying
to be big. As His heart yearned over His captive
people and longed to bring them into His inneri-
tance, He looked for one humble man, who might
be likened to any ordinary desert bush, and deter-
mined to use him by filling him with Divine fire.

By this time, two-thirds of Moses’ life was al-
ready over., We say ‘over’, not ‘ wasted’, though
that is the word which perhaps Moses would have
used to describe it all. God does not waste, If any
man is called, as Moses was, aad responds to the
call sincerely, as Moses certainly did, nothing will
be wasted. It is true that he had to endure long
years of discipline, of blunders, of disappointment
and emptying ; in the end he was discredited in the
eves of others and still more so in his own estima-
tion, Now the emptying had done its work, and
God’s time had come. He felt, as perhaps we do,
that because of his failure somebody else would
have to do the work, but the burning bush was to
assure him that God had not cast him off,

It may well be that Moses had no warning of
what was to happen on this momentous day. It
probably seemed to him a very ordinary day, and
only a casual action in going to look at the bush.
Yet this was not only a crisis of commission for
him, but the day of the great revelation of the
name of God: “T AM THAT I AM.” Tt is as
though Moses almost stumbled across it. Some-
times we grow very tense, and work ourselves up
into a great strain, and somehow God does not
meet vs. But there are times when a simple re-
sponse to His prompting may bring us face to face
with one of the great moments of life. How impor-
tant 1t is, then, when God appears, to turn aside,
as Moses did, and enquire what it all means.

And so we come to this matter of the flame, the
burning flame of God’s revelation.

A LIVING FLAME

In the first place it was a living flame. We are
not told when the bush began to burn, but when
Moses arrived it was already alight, Nor are we
told when it ceased to burn, but it is more than
likely that it kept on burning until Moses was well
out of sight. It went on burning. What a difference
there is between the flame kind'ed for the occasion
iand the flame that goes on burning! *“ I AM THAT

AM.”

Critics of God’s Word would have us believe
that the bush was not really on fire, but that this
was just an optical illusion, Somehow the sunset

I

s
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A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY

When the Lord said to Moses, *“ Draw not nigh
hither ”, He only meant to warn him of being
found on a wrong basis. The Lord wanted Moses
near Him ; He kept him near Him all through the
years, A flame for God is no use at all unless it is
a flame that burns in the Presence of God. If the
burning zeal is to be effective, if it 1S not to do
more harm than good, it must be the result of a life
lived close to the Lord,

Moses® shoes would be a figure to express his
self-confidence. In taking them off he would be
abandoning the firm foundation which he had made
for himself, setting aside all self-reliance, all self-
chosen movement. He was told to take off his
shoes as an indication that he was moving off his
own ground on to God’s ground. May we put it
like this? The only occasion when Moses really
contradicted the holiness of the burning bush was
when he got angry with the people. They had al-
ready proved how the Lord could give water from
the rock, so that really there was no excuse for their
second murmuring when there was no water. In
spite of that, however, God. in His infinite patience
simply said to Moses: “ Speak ye unto the rock ”
(Num, xx. 8). Moses got out of tune with God, and
instead of showimg the same patience, he took
things into his own hands, strode out to the people
hot with indignation, and not only smote the rock
but cried out in a temper: *“ Hear now, ye rebels ;
shall we bring you forth water out of this rock?”
It was as though he had put his shoes on again. In
his early life he had been a leader ; there are tradi-
tions that he had been a military general, All his
natural instincts were for harsh discipline, not for
gentle patience, The birning bush calls for us to
forsake what we are naturally, and this Moses had
done when he took off his shoes. From then on-
wards he had to depend on the Lord, not on him-
self, and the moment he fell back on to his own
ground he became involved in confusion and loss.
How much havoc is even now wrought among the
Lord’s people when His servants put on again the
shoes of what they used to be or of what they are
naturally!

The shoes also speak of contact with the earth.
There is nothing more calculated to quench the
pure flame of devotion to the Lord than sharing in
the spirit of this world. A further practical resuit
of taking off vour shoes is that it means you are
committed to stay—you are not going to run away.
‘When Moses first turned aside to the burning bush,
he was by no means certain that he was going to
linger there. Tt might perhaps be better first to find
out as much as possible, and then decide whether
to stay. God will never allow this. Mosés must

10

take off his shoes before he will receive the revela-
tion or the commission. And so must we. God is
not going to bring out His holy things to see if we
approve of them or not, He is not prepared to show
us what He wants us to do, so that we can consider
it, weigh it up, and eventually decide whether or
not to obey. No, He will say nothing more uatil
we are committed. When we take off our shoes,
when we confess that we will not run away as soon
as the implications of obedience become clearer to
us—when we are committed, then God will spealk.
The man whom God uses is the man who in this
sense has taken off his shoes for ever. In one great
crisis he has become wholly committed to the will
of God, whatever that will may turn out to be.

A FLAME OF PURPOSE

Having said what we have about the flame, we
now come » the point of greatest practical signifi-
cance, There is nothing vague or general about this
burning ; it is the steady flame of a single and
definite purpese. In the case of Moses we deal
with the shadow—the emancipation of an earthly
people for an earthly kingdom. In Christ we are
called to the substance, the great spiritual reality.
Men in bondage. to this world are to be delivered
by redemption, built together in holy fellowship
to worship their Lord. and led into the spiritual
power and glory of an everlasting kingdom, They
are to provide for God’s great King the spiritual
house of which He can say: “ This is the place of
my throne, and the place of the soles of my feet.
where T will dwell . . . for ever ” (Ezekiel xliil. 7).

First of all Moses was given a token, God told
him that if he would be obedient to the vision, be-
fore very long not he alone but the whole nation
would be worshipping God in that very mountain
(Ex. iii. 12). Then it became not only a burning
bush but a burning mountain (Ex. xix, 18, xxiv. 17).
This is a gracious promise, to be privileged to bring
others, a whole natton of others, to share youar ex-
perience and meet God as you have met Him. How
greatly the Lord’s people ueed to be led by men
who have a vital experience into which to lead
them. They cannot be pushed on, urged on.
preached on ; they need to be inspired by a man
who has his own history with God. To such a one
God promised that he would have the great joy
of leading the nation back to this very mountain
where they, too, would meet God for themselves.

But after all, this was only a token. ft was but
the first step. They were meant to go on from there:
to feed on heavenly bread, to drink water from the
Rock, to prove God’s faithfulness, to live in vital
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fellowship with Him and with one another in Him,
and so to move into that land of victory over every
enemy and of the possessing of the full inheritance,
that the throne might be given to God’s king, and
the land become a centre of glory, a point from
which the holy fire of His presenee might be radi-
ated to the whole world.

JANUARY — FEBRUARY, 1955.

Is God’s purpose our purpose? Have we been
set alight with this holy flame? God is not leoking
for those who are wise or able, He is not wanting
us to get wrong ideas about our own importance
or value. He wants a bush—a simple bush—but
He wants it to be aflame with Himself.

H.F.

“THIS IS THE VICTORY”

“ THIS IS THE VICTORY THAT HATH OVERCOME THE WORLD, EVEN OUR FAITH " (1 JOHN V. 4)

(I1) “...SHALL LIVE._ .”

“1 through the law died unto the law, thar 1
might live unto God, I have been crucified with
Christ ; yer I live ; and yet no longer 1, but Christ
fiveth in me : and that life which I now five in the
flesh 1 LIVE IN FATTH, the faith which is in the Son
of God, who loved me, and gave himself up for
me.

“ O foolish Galatians, who did bewitch you, be-
fore whose eyes Jesus Christ was openly vet forth
crucified? This only would [ learn from you, Re-
ceived ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by
the hearing of faith? Are ye so foolish? having be-
gun in the Spirit, are ye now perfected in the flesh?

“For as many as are of the works of the law
are under a curse: for it is written, Cursed is
every one which continueth not in all things which
are written in the book of the law, to do them.
Now that no man is justified by the law in the
sight of God is evident : for, THE JUST SHALL LIVE
BY FAITH . and the law is not faith ; but, He that
doeth them shall live in them, Christ redecmed us
fromt the curse of the law, having become a curse
for us.

“ For freedom did Christ set us free : stand fast
therefore, and be not entangled again in a yoke of
‘bondage” (Galatigns i, 19, 20; i, 1-3, 10,
11 (av)-13;:v. I}

V‘]ITH the letter to the Galatians, in which we
next meet with our quotation from Habakkuk, we
pass on to a new problem. It is the problem not
now of beginning but of continuing. These Christ-
ians have made a sure start and it is a matter of
maintaining in ful? freshaess and vigour the Christ-
ian life upon which they have lately ventured.
Whereas in writing to the Romans Paul was con-
cerned primarily with establishing the foundation,
by securing the standing of the sinner before God,
here that question is already settled. The Gala-
tians, * having begun ™ (iii. 3), are being troub'ed
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rather in the matter of their further progress. It is
not now a question of their justification, but of
practical holiness and of a maintained walk.

Now it is just here that many of us are likely to
be led astray. We have been fully convinced that
justification by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ is
the sufficient and only gospel for the sinner. But
the trouble is that we want a different gospel for
the saint. We would like something more concrete
than faith. It appeals to our sense of the filness of
things that we should be doing something to help
sustain and develop this new life which we now
enjoy, and, by meticu’ous compliance with God’s
rules, be so ensuring the fau'tlessness of that hfe
as to give Him pleasure., And the trouble is that
there are plenty of people who will come along
and play into our hands in this matter by present-
ing us with lists of ru'es to follow and of demands
that God is supposed to be making upon us.

It was just this very thing that was happening to
the Galatians. Their conversion as a result of the
ministry of Paul and Barnabas is recorded in the
thirteenth and fourteenth chapters of the Acts, and
it 1s a striking fact that there in those chapters we
find that the crux of Paul’s message is this very
matter of justification by faith. *“ Be 1t known unto
you therefore, brethren, that through this man is
proclaimed unto you remission of sins: and by
him every one that believeth is justified from all
things, from which ve coun'd not be justified by the
law of Moses ™ (Acts xiii. 38, 39),

It is in Acts xv, shortly afterwards, that we en-
counter a challenge to this faith position. “ Certain
men,” we read, *“came down from Judaea (to
Antioch) and taught the brethren, saying, Except
ve be circumcised after the custom of Moses, ye
cannot be saved ™ (vs. 1). Their argument anpar-
ently was that iustification was indeed by faith.
but that thereafter God still demanded the fulfill-
ing of the Law as a condition of continuance in
a holy life. The fifteenth chapter of Acts is taken
up with the confroversy that raged around this
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were the centre of religion over a wide area of the
world, Pilate was the local representative of a still
wider and more powerful world system. The long
and indomitable arm of Rome and Caesar reached
over the world and held it in an imperious sway.
This, in a very real sense, was the world—the king-
dom of this world. It conld crush at 2 word and
silence with a gesture,

The Jewish hierarchy, thinking to secure its ends
through that austere and relentless power, blindly
forced Jesus into the judgment hall of Pilate. With
every kind of indignity and humiliation heaped up-
on Him He stands with no defence and no appeal.

But look—listen! What is happening?

He is quietly and steadily tearing down the moral
structure of ihat whole edifice, and exposing the
utter rottenness of its moral foundations. Pilate is
nenplussed, disconcerted, cornered like a trapped
creature. He is writhing, looking in every direction
for some way out, Subterfuges, tricks, expedients,
policy, pretension, p'ay-acting!

Jesus is the Judge and Pilate is in His court.

He for ever and for history discredits Pilate
as a rightful executor of equitable laws by prov-
ing him guilty of accepting reports without getting
evidence (xviii. 34, 35):; He makes him hide
behind the transparent veil of cynicism (38):
compels a verdict of innocence ; draws out his in-
consistency ; drives him to subterfuge ; makes him
repeat his verdict twice : (38, 39; xix. 4, 6}; un-
covers a secret fear (8: note—* the more ™): puts
him in the place of a puppet (11); discloses more
moral weakness (12, 13) ; proves him to be a mere
worldly time-server (12, 15, 16); draws forth an
acknowledgment-—even if in irony—of universal
sovereignty (19, 20).

So Jesus has established His claims, He came to
bring the kingdom of God-—but, thank God, not of
the rotten kind in this world. He claimed to be the
Truth, and He has torn the mask from the Devil’s
system of falsehood. He claimed to be the Light,
and He has exposed the haunts and works of dark-
ness. He came to die not at man’s choice and will,
but by laying down His life of His own accord. He
came to overcome the world and its Prince—and
He has done it! And so we might go on.

The one inclusive and glorious issue is that,
while men thought themselves to be in the saddle,
driving on to their own ends, God in sovereignty
was in charge fulfilling His own predeterminate
and foreknown counsel. The real government was
with the supposed ° victim’,

“ We beheld his glory ”-—the glory of the trans-
cendence of moral excel'ence—** glory as of an only
begotten from the Father . . . full of grace and
truth ™.

The so-called * frial* of Jesus is a parable. It for
ever i"lustrates and demonstrates the judgment of
this world—religious and secu’ar—and postulates
the ruin of all that is built upon corruption, false-
hood, pretension, and mere formality.

Here is the—
* one death-grapple in the darkness,
twixt old systems and the Word,
Truth for ever on the scaffold,
Wrong for ever on the throne,
Yet that scaffold sways the future,
And amidst the dim unknown,
Standeth God, keeping watch above His own.’

By His cross He conquers!
T. A-S.

THE WORD OF GOD AND THE TESTIMONY OF JESUS

“. .. the word of God and the testimony of Jesus”
{Rev, i, 9).

“ . the word of God and the testimony which they
held” (Rev. vi, 9).

“. .. her seed, which keep the commandments of
God, and hold the testimony of Jesus” (Rev.
xii. 17).

“.. . thy brethren that hold the testimony of Jesus”
{Rev. xix. 10).

THE FOCUS OF DIVINE INTERESTS
IN THE EARTH

IN these expressions, which, after all, come to but
one expression, we have what is nothing less than

16 .

the focus of Divine interests in the earth, and the
focus of all the enemy’s antagonism. There is some-
thing on the earth which to God is the focus—the
thing that His eye rests upon, and which matters
supremely to Him ; and it is therefore not surpris-
ing that that same thing is the focus of the enemy’s
attention also. If that is for God, then it is the
thing against which all the wrath of the enemy is
set.

Any who in these days are secking to walk with
God, seeking to be in fellowship with Him, are
finding themselves spiritually in a very real battle,
There is no doubt about it: we are in a tremendous
issue that is being fought out. Anyone who prays
knows that there is a battle on. Anyone close to the
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Person of His Son, What a terrific thing God has
done in sending His only-begotten Son into the
world—emptying Himself aud taking the form of
3 servanft,

(b) AS THE REVELATION OF GOD''S MIND AND WilL

Yes, ‘the Word of God’ is the revelation of
God Himself through Jesus Christ, Bur it is not
only that, It is the revelation of God’s mind and
intent and will concerning all things. The Word of
God is all-inclusive: it is the expression of God's
mind about things. What a tremendous need for
God’s thoughts to be unveiled, so that we see
them—so that we understand them and know what
God s after, One of the great rebukes of the pro-
phet Jeremiah was concerning the prophets who
prophesied “a vision of their own neart ”, and
had seen nothing. The Lord says that they “ steal
my words every one from his neighbour ™ {Jer.
xxiii. 16, 30): it is all! secondhand, it is all just
getting bits from people and books and so on. That
is not the Word of God. The Word of God is what
the Holy Spirit reveals in power of God’s own
thought and mind,

(¢) AS THE REALISATION OF GOD’'S MIND

Yes, it is the revelation of God Himself, and the
revelation by the Holy Spirit of His mind and will.
But it does not stop there. The Word of God is
revelation unto realisation, It is not only the revel-
alion of God’s mind: it is the realisation of it that
15 bound up with the Word of God. It is the Word
actuating and operative that matters. It is not only
the seeing of what God is like, and seeing what
God wants. The vital thing is a people in whom
that begins to operate. John was not in Patmos
because he agreed with the Bible and its revelation.
He was there because it was true in him. It was
because the mind and thought of God began to
operate in his own life, and to make him a certain
kind of person, that the wrath of the enemy was
roused and brought to bear upon him, It is the
Word of God not only revealed, but realised, that
Satan hates. He hates it working, doesn’t he? He
just hates it working.

The Word of God is valueless, or at any rate
it has not attained its object, until it is lived and
expressed, We should not be content with an ob-
jective conception of Divine thoughts, while we
ourselves remain just the same as ever, should we?
We should not be people of a very beautiful ideal.
but in whom it is manifest that the thing does not
work, That is the. battle. It is where the thing be-
gins to work that the enemy is roused, Then he
is furious, He does not mind how ° sound > we are

13

as long as it does not work., He does not mind
what truth we hold about the Second Coming, or
anything else, so long as it does not work. But
God is not content with a revelation without a
realisation.

CHRIST THE SUPREME SIGNIFICANCE
OF THE WORD OF GOD

What is the Word of God? What is its supreme
significance? There is a meaning of Scripture, not
just the text itself. It is very important to know the
text—we ought all to know our Bible: we ought
all to know what is in Genests, and we ought to
know what is in Chronicles, and so on. It is most
important that we should know our Bib'es. But you
can know the whole Bible, and not know what it
means, It is the meaning of the Bible that matters
The Holy Spirit must light it up and say, * This is
what I mean by that, this is the significance of
that’, and when that comes, that is revelation. For
years the Church has had the Epistle to the
Ephesians, but very few people have seen what it
means, It has to light up.

The supreme significance of the whole Word of
God is Christ. In other words, God has revealed
Himself inclusively in the Person of His Son, who is
the meaning of all things ; and if we have not seen
the meaning of Christ, we do not know the mean-
ing of the Word of God, The point is this. Our
Christ has to be much bigger than our Bible ideas.
He has to swallow up the meaning of every book.
He has to overwhelm everything with Himself. No
book, however helpful, is really registering with us
unless it has a Christ-meaning, The Person is the

meaning of if all.

Every tag of Scripture is related to the Person—
every bit of it. * Not one jot or tittle shall pass?,
the Lord says ; and I believe the fulfilment of the
Law is going to be embodiment in Christ of the
ultimate reality lying behind it. It is going to be
Christ Himself ; there is a meaning in every bit of
the Law that has a fulfilment in the Person, There
is a meaning in all the glories of Israel’s economy
which has an eternal and an abiding counterpart,
“the heavenly things themselves”. The heavenly
things themselves are all.going to be realised in a
Person who will fill all things. And our Christ
needs to get bigger and bigger, so that the Word
of God has its content and meaning ever enlarging.

What antagonism there has sometimes been to
that statement that we need an enlarging Christ!
People say, ‘How can Christ ever get bigger?
What nonsense!® Of course, He cannot literally
get bigger, but He can mean a great deal more to
you and to me. You and I have to have a Person
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way, So long as we keep our eyes on Him, and

obey His voice, we shall journey safely on, not

walking in the darkness, however foggy it may be,

THE TREASURE
Reading : Matthew xiii, 44, 45,

THE multitude has gone or has been left (vs. 36).
1ne Lord is aione with His disciples. He is inter-
preting to them what He has said to the multitude,
Then tle adds three more ** mysteries of the king-
dom of heaven”, Two of these are undoubtedly
twins, they belong to each other,

Various interpretations have been given and
usnally they have been interpreted as being two
entirely different things. It is not easy to be dog-
matical'y final about this especially if a new inter-
pretation is suggested.

But there are some things about which we are
surely apreed. These are—

{1y The “Man™ in both cases is the same
“Man ” as sowed good seed, firstly in the form of
the Word of God, and then in the form of genuine
Christians, over against “ darnel ”. The seeker here
in these two parables is not an unbeliever nor a
believer.

However much we sing, and shall go on singing

“ I've found the Pearl of greatest price,
My heart doth sing for joy ;
And sing I must, a Christ I have:
Ch, what a Christ have T "—

al' that is true excepting its association with the
parable,

(2) The “field” and the “sea”, where Lhe
treasure and the pearl are respectwely, correspond
to the earlier field of the Sower, and the sea of the
drag-net. It is one thing—the world. Jesus pur-
chased the world at the cost of all that He had. It is
His by right of redemption, a'though that right is
repudiated, and therein is the ground of judgment,
as He has shown elsewhere.

(3) Neither Jesus, the kingdom of heaven, nor
Salvation are up for sale to the highest bidder, Who
has the fabulous wealth required? Who has a suffi-
cient “ all ” to procure this? The idea of our buying
the treasure or pearl would rule out entirely the
whole nature and truth of grace,

Whatever we mlght ‘count as refuse that we
might gain Christ’ is an after thing when we have
already found and come to possess Him, and only
speaks of how little everything is in comparison.

but led to the Homeland where all is light and
blessing,
H.F.

AND THE PEARL.

Paul would never weigh the “ things which were
gain " as a price for Christ, but on'y as * refuse ”
in comparison, Those things just went, they were
not soid. for Christ, :

We are brought to common ground in our inter-
pretation when we alight upon one idea, it is that
of preciousness, and preciousness to the Seeker.

If Christ is that Divine Seeker then there is that
which is of superlative value to Him, In the light
of the Holy Spirit’s later fuller revelation of the
* mysteries of the kingdom ” have we any guidance
as to what these precious things are? I think we
have. As to the treasure, is not this the answer,
** Christ loved the Church and gave himself up for
it (Eph. v. 25): referring back to verse 2 where
the reference is to the Church—" as Christ | .
loved you, and gave himself up for us (or you), an
offering and a sacrifice to God . “ The church of
God which he purchased with his own blood”
(Acts xx. 28). This is the only realm where purchas-
ing comes in, All the teaching concerning the
Church and its superlative value to the Lord finds
its place here.

Our point, at the moment, is just this: if the
Church is of such transcendent and inestimab'e
value to Christ, ought it not to have such a place
with us?

If this love were shed abroad in onr hearts by
the Holy Spirit would it not be a corrective to
criticism, division, suspicion, and exclusiveness?
Would it not be a directive as to how to approach
the rumours, reports. and suggestions which could
otherwise be so disaffecting? Would it not cut an
immense amounat of ground from under the Devil’s
feet in his campaign to frustrate the great purpose
of God as bound up with the Church? Wou'd it
not be the ground on which the Holy Spirit would
tepeat His mighty work (hroughout the world, as
at the beginning? “ Christ loved the church ”. So
ought we to love,

But what of the pear! of great price?

In what we are going to say we want to repeat
that we would not be dogmatic that this is the
interpretation of the parable, but there is little
doubt that there is truth in what we say.

It is difficu’t to make two separate obiects of the
Treasure and the Pearl, just as it is difficult to allow
of two all-inclusive prices being paid. If “ all that

22
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the Person, but he is against the ministry ; and the
one thing that he will always try to do, in order
to cripple, destroy or nullify that ministry which
is so precious to God, is, if we may put it this way,
to becloud the belovedness,

Do you not realise how Satan 1s all the time
trying to make you believe otherwise than that
God loves you, that you are beloved of God? It is
often the last thing that we can believe, is it pot,
that we are beloved of God? Satan is always busy
from every angle to try to becloud our beloved-
ness, If he cannot do it by direct assault, he does
it by suggestion, by instnuation, Or he will do it by
trying to cause us to slip up, make mistakes, go
wrong, and then bringing upon us accusatien, say-
ing, *You are no longer beloved of God’, His
devices and his efforts are countless and unsearch-
able, with the one object, as with the Lord Jesus,
so with those who are with the Lord Jesus as the
sons of Aaron, as Levites, of somehow bringing
a cloud, raising a question, over this preciousness
to the Lord,

I use the word again because it is a good word
and gets us a bit off our beaten track—the beloved-
ness of Christ, transferred to His fellow-priests or
His Levite sons, the beloved, Let Satan get in
there and he has destroyed everything. If there
should be one reading these lines who has lost
the assurance that God loves them, you not only
know the unspeakable misery of it, but, what is
more, you know how you are put out of service—
you know quite well that you would not attempt
to serve the Lord. It is no use—you are paralysed
until you know and are assured that the Lord loves
you, If you have lost that assurance, you have lost
your testimony, you have lost your ministry, you
have lost everything, and that is the chief work of
the Devil. Paul says: “he hath made us accepted
in the beloved ” (Eph: 1. 6, A.v.). That is the be-
lovedness of Christ transferred to those who are

MARCH—APRIL, 955

in Him. Do not believe the Devil, “ Evil company
doth corrupt good manners ” (I Cor. xv, 33), and
if you have a talk with the Devil, and listen to him,
your whole conduct will be affected and coloured
by that. The one object the Devil has in view is to
raise a question, nay, to establish in you a question,
as to God’s love and your belovedness to God—
that is, personally,

And then he is after something more—he is
after your ministry. You see, on that day when the
Lord Jesus stepped out to His ministry, the Devil
stepped out too, and said, * Not only will 1 raise
a question, if I can, about His relationship with
God and God’s relationship with Him, but by
raising that question I will destroy this ministry,
if T can, right at its birth’, You and I are no
use to God if we have a question about either
His love for us or His love for. that to which we
are committed. If we have any doubt about that,
we are finished. This sense of what I have called
‘belovedness’ is essential, not only to life, but as
an assurance and rest in service, It gave encourage-
ment to the Levites to go quietly, assuredly and
restfully about theit work, and so they did. Day
after day, by day and by night, they went on
quietly with their ministry. To go on quietly, per-
sistently, assuredly, in peace, all rests upon this—
the recognition that that into which 1 have been
called by God is of infinite value to Him, and be-
cause I am called according to His purpose, T am
beloved of God,

That is a simple word with which to begin, but it
is basic to everything, May I just sum it up like
this? The Lord is calling us to something which
is not a comparative thing, but an absolute thing :
which is not just something that, well, the Lord
likes and will bless, but is that upon which all His
heartt is set, which means more than anything else
to the Lord. May our hearts reach out for that in
these days, and may the Lord show us what it is.

T. A-S.

THE REALITY OF GOD’S HOUSE

Reading : Genesis xxvii. I -46; xxviii, I - 22,

" And he was afraid, gnd said, How dreadful is
this place ! this is none other but the house of God,
and this is the gate of heaven " (Genesis xxviii, 17).

THAT moment when Jacob had a glimpse of
family life as God meant it to be was, perhaps, the
most critical one of his whole career, It was not
in ‘Heaven, but here on earth: yet it was so Divine
and glorious that it filled him with wonder and

B

awe. * This is none other but the house of God ”,
he exclaimed ; and then added, “ and this is the
gate of heaven ™,

THE HOUSE OF SELF

How different it was from the household which
he had just left behind at Beer-shebat Of all the
houses on the earth at that time, Isaac’s should
surely have been the house of God. It ought to
have been, but it was not, Even Jacob must have

29
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A WITNESS AND A TESIMONY

to the Lord in this very matter when his own
turn came to die. His great act of faith is also
described as taking place when he blessed Joseph’s
two sons (Hebrews xi, 21). Even Joseph found it
hard to accept that the younger should be blessed
before the elder, but Jacob insisted. Clearly he had
learned his lesson, that in the house of God all
personal preferences mmnst be set aside, for only
the Lord has a right to choose and to decide.
II. DECEPTION GIVES PLACE TO THE TRUTH

The next thing to notice is that in God’s house
the light of Heaven dispels all earthly muddle or
error, In Isaac’s house the Lord seemed a long way
off, for the whole atmosphere was full of darkness
and deception. Everybody acted as though the
Lord were not present, including Isaac who was
so anxious to have his own way, It was because
Isaac’s own conscience was bad that he allowed
himself to be deceived by Jacob, If he were blind,
why trust to his own senses of touch and scent?
Why not ask the Lard for light? He dare not, for
he was out of touch with the Lord. It was because
his spiritual eye was evil that his whole body was
full of darkness, To Rebekah and Jacob also, the
Lord seemed a loag way away. So long as they
could manage to outwit Isaac they had no fears.
But how differeny it was at Beth-el! There Jacob
cried out: * Surely the Lord is in this place ” (Gen.
xxviil. 17); and for that moment, at least, it seems
that he had no illusions about himself. The Spitit
who rules in God’s house is the Spirit of truth,
so that no blindness or deception can continue
there,

At Beth-el Jacob heard the very voice of God.
In Isaac’s home there were many voices, but no
one stayed to listen to see if the Lord was speaking.
Isaac, Esau, Rebekah and Jacob—they all joined
in the tumult of human voices, expressing their
own ideas and plans and scheming for their own
interests, There was Jacob’s voice, so unmistak-
able that if only he had not been in such a hurry
Isaac would have recognised it for what it was and
been warned. There was Isaac’s own voice, speak-
ing indeed the will of God, but doing so as it were
by mistake, in spite of himself. Whereas at Beth-
el, although there were many messengers, there
was only one voice—the voice of the Lord. It was
He who spoke from above the ladder,

III. NATURAL DECLENSION
GIVES PLACE TO NEWNESS OF LIBE

The contrast of the two houses was also one
between human staleness and declension and

32

Divine renewal and freshness, The pathetic fea-
ture of this story of Isaac in his old age was the
revelation of how different he had become from
his earlier days of spiritual vitality, From Abra-
ham, his father, he had received a rich heritage of
godliness, and we know how much of God were
his own beginnings. As he grew up he entered into
his father’s life of faith for himself, The main fea-
ture of his middle life was the way in which he re-
opened Abraham’s wells which had been stopped
up by the hostile Philistines, as though to show that
he personally entered into the same life with God
as his father had enjoyed. As has already been
said, the birth of his twin sons was the outcome
of spiritual exercise and prayer, But now he was
old ; he had become feeble, blind and self-indulg-
ent, This is typical of everything huma, for deter-
ioration and decay are inevitable where the natural
life rules. At Beth-¢l, though, Jacob was impressed
with the energy and effortless activity of those on
the Divine ladder. The angels of God were ascend-
ing as well as descending ; there was a constant
stream aud flow of heavenly life, God’s house will
always be like that, There is movement there all
the time. It is not the headlong downward rush of
that which ministers to the flesh, but the living
movement of that which ministers to Heaven,

LV. PETTINESS GIVES PLACE TO ENLARGEMENT

Finally we see that the house of God is the place
where littleness and limitation give place to tre-
mendous enlargement. If a visitor had looked in
that day on the family at Beer-sheba, he would
have been impressed with the pettiness of it all.
What was all this scheming and quarrelling about?
It was chiefly rivalry over the question of which of
the two would inherit most of his father’s goods—
all that greediness and cheating for a few earthly
possessions. How mean and petty self-interest
always is! When Jacob got out of that stifling
earthly atmosphere, into the clear heavenly air of
Beth-el, he heard God speaking of blessings as
vast as the umiverse mamd as infinite as eternity.
“ And thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth,
and thou shalt spread abroad to the west, and to.
the east, and to the north, and to the south: and
in thee and in thy seed shall all the families of the
earth be blessed ” (Genesis xxviii, 14).

From that moment Jaeob was in the way of en-
largement. Having been reduced to nothing and
forced to let go of all except the promises of God,
he was given assurance that there is no littleness
with God, We should note that whatever Jacob got
from his trickery, it certainly was not worldly
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THE PROVISION OF ABUNDANT GRACE
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growing, the whole man is girded for.action, the
whole life is moving on with the Lord. But where
the prayer-life is weak or neglected, or where the
enemy has disturbed our life with the Lord, the
whole life is undermined and out of action,

What is true of the individual is true of the
churches, The spiritual state of a church is not
revealed by the crowds who come to special meet-
ings, but by the strength and quality of the routine
prayer-mectings. Prayer is a most revealing thing.

For our present purpose we must put from us
any thought of a detailed consideration of what is
disclosed in God's Word regarding prayer; the
scope of the subject is too vast, It may perhaps
help us to some appreciation of the greatness of
this matter if we suggest cortain possible lines for
detailed meditation.

1. The recorded prayers of the Old Testament
saints, What a range is here!

2. The Spirit of prayer moving in the Church
in New Testament times.

3. ‘The distilled essence of prayer’, given by
the Lord Jesus to His disciples and gen-
erally spoken of as ‘ The Lord’s Prayer.

4. The Lord JYesus as ‘ The Man of Prayer .

5. The profound mysteries of the Lotd’s great

prayer in the seventeenth chapter of John's
gospel,

For the present, however, we will be content
with directing our attention more particularly to
certain foundations of the life of prayer ; and our
method, for the sake of simplicity, will be that of
* Question and Answer’,

Q. If God is ruling this universe as sovereign
Lord, in love and wisdom, according to His
will as expressed in unchanging laws, what (s
the use of prayer?

A. Prayer is one of the superior laws of the
HHIverse.

The question is an old one, the stock-in-irade
of the sceptic. At first sight it does seem absurd
that human prayer should affect the Divine will
and apparently change the unalterable laws of
the universe. To the sceptical mind it is ridiculous,
nay, impossible, that the sun should stand still in
answer 1o the prayer of Joshua (Joshua x, 12 - 14);
but the truth is that there are laws operating in the
universe unknown to and unsuspected by men.
There are superior laws which, when brought into
action, transcend other laws without violating
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them. Prayer is one of God's superior laws.
Through prayer these greater laws may be brought
into action. These facts may be seen both in the
natural and in the spiritual realms, Every time an
acroplane flies the law of gravity is transcended by
the laws that govern flight, but the law of gravity
is not thereby violated. And every true Christian
knows that the Christian life is a far greater mira-
cle than that of flight, for in his very being the law
of sin and death is being overcome by the super-
ior lai\;' of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus (Rom.
Vill, .

Prayer, then, is a Law, God has willed, God has
chosen, to work not in sheer sovereignty on His
pwn but in fellowship with men, in the following
out of His purpose. Enough is revealed in the
Bible for us to say without hesitation that, in the
accomplishing of His purpose, God has never
acted without the co-operation of men of prayer.
This is most clearly seen at every crisis, at every
turning-point in spiritual history, To take but one
of many examples: when the purpose of God for
His peeple focused upon their extrication from
Babylon at the end of the captivity, the Lord had
in Daniel, and doubtless others with him, the fel-
towship that He wanted. The story reveals that the
great issue of the return to Jerusalem was the an-
swer to prayer. As Daniel prayed, the powers of
Heaven were set in motion, and the powers of
hell stirred to antagonism. The power and the pur-
pose of God were released through the prayer of
a man—a man in tune with the heart of God, a
man who knew what God wanted to do and
acted accordingly {Dan, ix, x).

What a great thing is prayer in the will of God!
There is no limit to what prayer can do within that
will. True prayer is the most fruitful work in the
world. When we consider that the very purpose of
God may wait upen the prayer fellowship of at
least some of His people, surely we must be moved
to yield ourselves more thoroughly to sueh a privi-
lege and responsibility in the critical day in which
we live,

Q. Is there an inner secret, a master-key, to
prayer ?

A. The heart of prayer is communion with God.

Just as the inner secret of the Christian life is
“union with Christ’, so the inner secret of prayer
is ‘ communion with Christ’. A Christian’s com-
munion is founded upon kis umon. Prayer is a
very close relationship expressing itself. The point
that we must see is our nearness to God in Christ.
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What a word that is that says * he that is joined
unto the Lord is one spirit ™ (I Cor, vi. 17). What
a close relationship is implied in those passages
that speak of our communion with the Father and
with His Son and with the Holy Spirit (I John i, 3 ;
II Cor. xiii. 14).

Many people who are not Christians pray,
especially in times of need, and God may answer
them . but such cannot have communion with
God, for they have no union with Him., We must
appreciate this fundamental distinction between
the Christian and the non-Christian. Through the
Lord Jesus every true Christian is united to God
in Heaven by a life-link. We are not praying down
here on the earth to One who is a long way off in
Heaven. We are one with Him there and He is one
wiih us here! The Devil is all the time trying to
create a sense of distance between us and the
Lord: but there is no distance between if we abide
in Christ, for no one can be closer to the Father
than the Son, and we are in Him!

But about this we must be quite clear: that
prayet is essentially spiritual, It is essentially the
communion of the human spirit with God who is
Spirit. By new birth the human spirit is united to
and quickened by the Divine Spirit, and true
prayer springs from this union. Very much prayer
is unanswered because it does not take its rise
from such commurnion, If we pray “ in the flesh’
according to our own ideas, desires, impulses or
will, we are setting aside the true meaning ind pur-
pose of prayer. But if we abide in Christ, we shall
pray in the Spirit, and the answers will always be
sure, for He has said: ** If ye abide in me, and ary
words abide in you, ask whatsoever ye will, and
it shall be done unto you ” (John xv. 7).

If we have a firm grasp of this master-key of
communion, we shall avoid many pitfalls. Let us
consider two such for a moment. In Matthew vi.
7, 8, the Lord Jesus exposed that pitfall of “ much
speaking ” which of course betrays a completely
wrong conception of prayer, but a conception
which is prevalent in the Church to-duy. It is often
thought that if only we pray long enough and hard
enough, perhaps all through the night, the Lord is
bound to answer. Alas! such prayer can often be
a substitute for the reality of communion. Prayer
is not a meangs of getting God to do what He does

not want to do; prayer provides Him with a way
to work His own will, When the Lord Jesus * con-
tinued all night in prayer ”, He did not decide in
advance, as it were, to have a “ night of prayer’, but
He was drawr out in prayer through the night,
which is quite another matter. Self-effort in prayer
is one thing: the constraint of the Spirit is an-
other, One word uttered in corumunion with the
heart of God will effect more than many of * our’
best prayers, The primary thing is quality—the
quality of vital communion with the Father.

Then, there is the pitfall of © organized prayer’
which is so often an effort to get the Lord interested
in ‘ our’ work for Him. The importance of prayer
is recognised by all Christians, and so no Christian
enterprise is now complete without organizing the
appropriate prayer-backing to see it through. The
question as to whether the enterprise was born
out of deep heart Fellowship with the Lord, as to
whether it really is the work of God, has now be-
come secondary, Until we see that the Lord does
not want to be interested in ° our’ best efforts for
Him, but wunts to get us interested in what is truly
His work, we shall waste a great deal of time in
such prayer and fruitless activity.

Surely we can see that it is the Lord Himself
who is the great Architect, Designer and Builder
of all thimgs; He is the great Worker, with His
whole work spread out before Him ; He alone can
know how the work is to be donc, Our concern
must be to be in vital touch with Him, so that we
may be with Him in what He is doing and not
building castles in the air on our own.

The first practical step to communion with the
Lord is to be quiet, and to ‘ cease from ourselves’.
The noise, rush and hurry of our fevered natures
have no place in the calm of His presence. David
says: “ My soul is silent unto God” (Ps. lxii. 5,
marg,). We must learn to get quiet with the Lord,
and to retire from the fret of our souls. We must
lay aside all our presumed knowledge of His will,
and be willing to be shown otherwise, Thus, as we
become centred on Him and realise the majesty
of Him to whom we belong and to whom we have
come, we shall find ourselves in an attitude of wor-
ship—for how can we draw near to Him without
worshipping? Then, and then only, will the way
be clear for an effectual ministry of prayer.

T.L. M.

(to be concluded)

I ——
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FOR BOYS AND GIRLS
THE NEW SONG

SPRING must be on 1ts way, for the other day I
saw two rted-breasted tobins together, and that is
something which never happens in Autumn or
Winter, Cock Robin is very unfriendly for half the
year ; he cares only for himself and will not aliow
the hen to come into that part of the field or gar-
den which he has marked off as his own. Not that
the hen’s manners are any better, for she hag her
special territory too, and will not let any other
robin come into it, not even her mate or her
children.

Someliow we are surprised to hear that robins
are cross and unkind to one another, for they are
so very friendly to humans. We like them too, for
they are about the only birds which sing almost all
the year round. In the Autumn, when all the
leaves are falling from the trees and the rest of
the birds are more or less silent, it is such a joy 10
hear the sweet song of the robin, But although the
song sounds bappy to us, it is really a grumble
and a threat. It is a kind of war-cty by which the
robin warns all the other red-breasts that if they
do not keep away it will be the worse for them.
The robin, you see, has two songs, the old one and
the new.

It is the new song which he will be singing from
now onwalds, Some say that it is sweeter in its
tone than the Winter song, and it is certainly
sweeter in its meaning. It is a song to his mate to
come and make a pest, a song of welcome and
friendliness, which will go on through the Spring
into Summer, Like the songs of most other birds,
it tells of gladness, of the joys of home and little
ones, and of his willingness to help his mate and
take care of the youngsters, It is the song of bless-
ing and of new life,

Some time -about July, though, the robins stop
singing, They all get new red breast feathers,
fathers, mothers and chddren. and then the fami-
lies divide up, some of them flying abroad, but
most of them choosing in the woods or gardens a
small area which they will look upon as their very
own.

Once they have decided just where their terri-
tory shall be and what are its limits, they begin to
sing again, But this time it is a very different song,
for it tells of selfishness, of a wish fo be left alone,
and of a determination to fight any other robin,
whether cock or hen, if it dares to pass the
boundaries of his special piece of ground. If he

Bl
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catches a glimpse of a red breast he sings louder
and louder to frighten the other robin off, and
if it still persists in coming on he goes out to
fight it and to chase it away, To human ears the
song may sound sweet, but really it is a selfish
song, full of complaints and threats. Instead of
giving a glad welcome, the robin tells others that
they must keep out, for he has made up his mind
to iive alone, not to care for anybody else and to
keep all his space and food for himself.

No wonder I called it the old song, since its
theme is ‘ME, ME, ME’! Ii seenis to say, 1
don’t wani anybody else ; I won’t share anything
with the other robins—no, not even if they are my
own parents!’ And all across the fields, in the
woods and in the gardens, every other robin is do-
ing the same thing, crying out against his friends
and feighbours, keepmg them at a distance and
not caring if they starve.

Now the old song is not only seif-centred—it
also speaks of a very petty and restricted life, Have
yon ever noticed that in the Winter the robin never
flies any distance? He has marked out his selfish
little patch, and hie never moves out ot it. If you
disturb him he just flies a very short distance and
settles again. If you stilt walk on, he will not con-
timie, but will fly round you or over your head
and then land back again where he was at the
first. His is a very small world, and so long as he
sings the old song he stays within that world and
never sees anything new. This is always true of
selfish people: the more they sing ‘ME, ME,
ME", the smaller ahd more petty they become in
mind and spirit,

It is high time that the robins began to sing
their new song, the Spring song of friendliness and
family joys. When the song changes it is a sign
that something has changed inside them ; they have
thrown off their selfishness and become good
mates and kindly sacrificial parents. Instead of
thinking only of themselves, they begin to think
of one amother and to work hard and care for
those who belong to them. However, 1 am sorry
to say that the robin’s new song does not last. By
midsumnmer, he and his mate—as well as all the
young robins—will be back in their old selfish
ways and singing the old song once again,

Christians, too, have their new song. “ And he
hath put a new song in my mouth, even praise
unte our God ; many shall see it, and fear, and
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THE CONFERENCE CENTRE
GUEST HOUSE

THE GUEST HOUSE exists for the accom-
modation of those of the Lord’s people who desire
to come for the value of the spiritual ministry of
the Centre.

It is available for this purpose throughout the
year,

The limited amount of accommodation makes
prolonged visits very difficult and such need to
have special consideration,

Those who are interested at any time should
make application to Mr, or Mrs. A. G. TAYLOR,
13, Honor Oak Road, London, S E.23. Telephone :
FORest Hill 4609.
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IN THE TRAIN OF HIS TRIUMPH

.. and by me sends forth the knowledge of Him, mark of the day. To the one the incense brought
a stream of fragrant incense, throughout the world. death near, and miade them know that their hour
For Christ's is the fragrance which I offer up to had come. To the other the same incense made
God, whether among those in the way of salvation, known that the hour of emancipation, of libera-
or among those in the way of perdition; but to tion, was drawing near, The same incense pro-
these it is an odour of death, to those of life” claimed death and life, life and death.
{1l Corinthians ii. 14 - 16, Conybeare's translation). In the second part of the picture the Apostie
sees himself in a different réle. In the first, he has
THE MINISTER AND HIS MINISTRY been viewing himself as one of those prisoners, led
in the triumphal procession as an object of public
FH-IE Apostle Paul is setting forth one of his con- exhibition, celebrating the triumph of the great
ceptions of what the minister of Christ is, and then Warrior. He has seen himself as in the train of the
what the effect of the mimistry. He is thinking here triumph of the Lord, being on full view as a
of the minister of Christ as an incense-bearer, The demonstration of the greatness of that victory. Now
picture in the background of these verses is one he transfers himself into the second part, and takes
with which we are well acquainted, Verse 14 brings  the place of an incense-bearer in the procession. He
into view the triumphal procession of a victorious says that he passes on through the world bearing
* war-lord, as he moves from place to place with his incense, and that that incense is saying two things,
captives behind him, celebrating at many points having two effects, speaking to two different classes
his victory, and using them to provide the evidence of people. It refates to life and death.
of his conquests. But also in the procession there But the Apostle does not think of himself as
are those who carry vessels of incense, and the in- merely carrying a censer of incense. He regards
cense being diffused everywhere speaks in two himself as being the vessel, and even—in a strange,
ways, to two different classes of people. deep, inward way, $o as to become a very part of
There are some who are going to celebrate this  his own being—as the incense itself. He thinks of
day of victory by being slain. It was a custom to  himself, not only as being the giver forth of the
hold certain notorious or distinguished captives in  sweet savour, but as being the sweet savour itself ;
bondage until the day of the great celebration of he sees himself as the means by which this effect is
the victory, and then that day was marked by their registered upon these two different classes of
execution, On the other hand, there were those who  people.
were appointed to be released as a distinguishing In that presentation of the servant of the Lord,
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there is a deep, strong and solemn word for all of
us who stand in the position of being the Lord’s
servants. The thing which should be going forth
from us, the thing which should be the effect of our
lives, according to these words, is the knowiedge
of Christ. Everywhere, not just as by us, but be-
cause of us, men should be coming to a knowledge
of Christ, The very object of our being is that
Christ should be known because of us. The Divine-
ly appointed way by which men are to come to
know Christ is simply through our being here and
moving amongst them,

THE VITAL ELEMENT IN MINISTRY

That is simple, and perhaps we recognise and
accept it. But the extra point which has to be
noticed is this, that it is something more than our
giving out knewledge concerning Christ—it is that
we are fo be to men the knowledge of Christ, There
is a very big difference between the giving out of
truth concerning the Lord Jesus—even in large
measure, in a great fulness, truth which cannot be
denied because it is the truth—and that strange,
deep, indispensable element of ourselves being that
truth: so that the truth itself takes its power, its
strength from the fact that here are those who are
the living expression of it ; who have gone through
the depths, have been tested, tried, taken from
place to place, subjected fo expertences of intense
severity, and in the fires have learned Christ, and
are therefore themselves the embodiment of the
knowledge of Him, Wherever we go, it is not that
they have truth to give—it is that men and women
learn Christ because of them, Of them it can be
said: It is not what they say only ; there is some-
thing coming from them. There is an indescribable
‘ something * which is an extra element to what
they say. That thing has its reality in their being,
and you feel that it is not only the words but the
very virtue that comes out when they speak, or by
reason of their presence. ‘It is that of which the
Apostle is speaking, )

That is the real value of any knowiedge of Christ
which we can give, which others may come to
possess by us, It is hot that they come through us
to know mare about Christ, but that there is a

ministration of Christ Himself, That is the thing
for which we should seek the Lord very earnestly.

THE COSTLINESS OF TRUE MINISTRY

We should recognise that this represents the
costliness of ministry. Ministry of this kind is an
intensely costly thing. It is so different from being
a preacher, as such. There may be a glamour about
preaching, a fascination about gripping a congre-
gation, and all that sort of thing, which is not costly
but is gratifying to the flesh. The snare of the lime-
light, the snare of publicity, the snare of the satis-
faction of feeling power over other people, has
robbed preaching of that essential blood, and

‘passion, and anguish, Paul was not a preacher of

that kind. It is all very well to talk about Paul as
the great preacher and orator, and to try to be
another Paul along that line. But to be a Paul is a
desperately costly thing, and to minister Christ is
a thing into which our very blood will be poured.
This kingd of ministry can bring no satisfaction to
the flesh. This kind of ministry is not something
for which to reach out for ourselves, This kind of
ministry is something from which we should plead
to be delivered, unless our life and heart passion is
that Christ Himself—not ourselves, but Christ
Himself—should be known. ‘
That is the true value of ministry. It is indeed a
costly thing, it is a thing of suffering, but it is the
thing which goes beyond words, far beyond clever
thinking and clever expressing, far beyond that
acute needle-like brain that grasps truth and then
begins to give it out, It is something which is an
extra factor, without which the very best equipment
in nature will fail to reach the Divine end. It i3, in
a word, Christ munistered : not Christ ministered
about, but Christ ministered. Paul saw that there:
was no doubt about it—this ministry was effective,
although effective in two directions. Not always did
it result in people leaping into life, but it always
resulted in something. If it plunged some people
more deeply into ‘death it was a proof that it was
effective, If it brought death home to some con-
sciences, that proved its power. To have real spirit-
ual effect demands that we shall be ministers after

this sort.

T. A-S.
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A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY

whole camp, and slay every man his brother, his
friend, his neighbour’, And the Levites did so,
and they did it thoroughly, and at that point the
tribe of Levi was set apart for this ministry.

Now, God’s thought was that all the people
should be like that, He had said so (Ex. xix. 5, 6).
But the people as a whole failed—failed God and
failed of their calling, their vocation—and so God;
raised up, s0 to speak, this “Israel within an Israel’,
and thus the tribe of Levi became the embodiment
or representation of God’s full thought for all His
people.

Representation: that is what is true of them in
more senses than one, Your know that it was the
firstborn in all the houses, the homes, the families
of Israel, who were the priests. Now the tribe of
Levi takes the place of the firstborn in all Israel
The half shekel of silver (Ex. xxx. 13) becomes the
symbol that they have taken the place of the first-
born. So they become in representation °the
Church of the firstborn ones’ (Heb, xii. 23). The
very number of the tribe is also significant in this
matter, It means representation, if you lock at it.
We will not dwell upon that, or go further with it ;
it is one of those details, but it is significant, The
point is that it was when the nationt as a whole
failed that the Levites were taken, to become those
who set forth—by embodying in themselves—
God’s full thought for His people, that they should
be serving priests,

Now, this is a very delicate point, but we have
to face facts: and the fact is this—that the whole
of the Lord’s people, although redeemed, although
His by redemption and by atoning Blood, are not
fulfilling this priesthood. The people of God as a
whole are not living up to their calling, are not
fuifilling their heavenly vocation. That was true in
Paul’s time. The mimstry of Paul was so largely
-—we might say mainly—to get Christians to live
up to their calling, His prayers for believers were
that they might apprehend their calling, ‘ the hope
of His calling ’. So the fact has been, from so soon
after the beginning, that, as a whole, the Lord’s
people do not express His full thought,

Bui God reacts to that failure, and sets to work
to get those who will. The peril has always been,
and # is a peril into which many have fallen, io
say, ¢ Well, things are as they are, everything has
broken down, it is a state of failure: we had better
make the best of a bad job, accept the situation,
and do the best we can.” God has never so com-
promised, and He never will. He did not just patch
up that sitnation at Sinai. He definitely @md con-
cretely reacted to it in the Levites, Now, do not
interpret that unecessarily as a separate body of

people. That is our peril—to think that here are
the general people of God, and here is another
class of people who are on a pedestal, very much
better than the general. Beware of that. But, while
we say that with great emphasis, we also say, with
equal emphasis, that God’s heart is set upon find-
ing amongst His people those who do answer to
His full thought.

So that the Levites represented what God meant,
and not what God found later on, or what came
about in a general way ; and that is service to God.
And it is a very costly form of service. While God
really seeks to have ° all men saved and come to a
knowledge of the truth’, His heart is really set
upon a people who satisfy Him as to the fullest
thought that He has ever expressed, and that is
priestly service: representation, in the midst of
faillure, in the midst of departure, in the midst of
weakness, in the midst of tragedy, of that which
satisfies God. Take that to heart. That is service—
service on the highest plane, service in the fullest
realm. Service, in the most essential sense, is not
to be doing a lot of things for God, but to be sure
of what God wants most, and then bend everything
to [hat. »

THE LEVITES RELATED TO THE
WHOLE MATTER OF LIFE

Then, further, the Levites in their service were
related to the whole matter of life, We touched on
this a littie in our previous study. The great charac-
teristic of the Levitical service was that everything
should be living.  Livingness * was the great fea-
ture. They were really up agaimst death. Death,
the great nullifier—spiritual death—had entered
by sin, and they were up against it ; and their mini-
stry was, on the one hand, to nullify the power of
death, and, on the other, to make everything live,
10 see that everything lived, Everything was to be
living. I do want you to grasp this. It is so import-
ant that ‘livingness’ characterize the Church in
every part of its life and activity.

We have the Lord’s table. It was there in symbol
in the Tabernacle. Is this a form, is this a rite, is
this the ¢ Lord’s Supper’, is this the ¢ Communion
Service *? What is 1t? It is supposed to be, meant
to be, a ministration of life, a testimony of life. If
you and I come to the Lord’s table and that does
not mean to us ‘ livingness *, if there is not some-
thing about this that is living, well, it has missed
its meaning, We are a people of the table. The
table is supposed to be a living thing: so much so
that in Corinth, because of a touching of that table
in an unworthy manner, the people met something.

54



Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 33 - Searchable

Many were sick and some died (I Cor. xi. 30). This
thing is living. It is as though the Lord would say:
* You cannot just come to this, touch this, without
it meaning something, and without your meeting
something.’ It should be like that.

Oh, may God hallow the table! God make the
table to live! Lord, make the table a challenge!
Lord, make people afraid of that table, if they are
not going to adjust to its meaning! Yes, it would
not be a bad thing if there were such an effect, such
an impact about this, that, if there were careless-
ness or wrongness of approach and wrongness of
state in coming to it, it led to actual suffering or
affliction, But that is the dark and cloudy side, the
shadowed side. On the other side, it should be
fiving. Theirs it was to keep things living,

And everything else must be like that in the
house, in the tabernacle, Ig it the altar of incense
-—is it the prayer life? We need a word on this,
friends, There should be something tremendously
living about our prayer life, and our prayer life
together as the Lord’s people, We do not just come
and say prayers and offer requests—no, no, no, it is
a question of life, of effect, of * livingness *. Is it the
lampstand of truth, of revelation, of illumination?
Is 1t the revelation of Jesus Christ? Oh, there is a
great deal of difference in teaching. We may have
good addresses, very good teaching, all very true,
absolutely true ; and yet—and yet—what have we
got afterward? What do we take away? Do we
go away more living than we came? Have we met
life that has challenged us, exposed us, illuminated
us, elevated us? This is the service of God. Oh, to
have companies of people, the characteristic of
whom is livingness: livingness in prayer, livingness
in fellowship, livingness in teaching—all living!

That is power, The Levites did minister in the
power of this life. It is something tremendous. Let
anybody come in, interfere with this, take this on,
and see what they meet, There was power present
in their service,

THE CONTINUITY OF LIFE

And then a further thing about the life was its
continuity, God mnade a covenant, as we read in
Malachi, with Levi, a covenant of life and peace ;
and although Levi deviated often, seemed as it
were to go underground, and were often in a state
most reprehensible, yet the Lord goes on, and in
the end Levi survives. Although the old typical
system passes with the old dispensation, there is
more life in the New Testament than there was
then. The Lord Jesus, as the great Levite, as we
saw in our previous study, commenced His Levi-
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tical ministry at the age of thirty, just as the
Levites did—and oh, the life of this Levite! Was
Paul a Levite? Surely he was, and many another.

But note, this life of the covenant goes on, What
is the principle of continvity? Whan is the principle
of succession? It is not that someone has a posi-
tion or an office, and when he dies someone else
has to take his place, go into his office and position,
and so on, in a kind of formal, ecclesiastical,
‘ apostolic succession’ principle. Not that at all.
The principle of succession in the Word of God
is Divine iife. As soon as Divine life departs, you
had better shut down the whole thing, Any church
or system that has not the life has lost the very
reason for its existence. The principle of continu-
ity is life. The Lord save us from losing the tre-
mendous factor of life and becoming resolved into
a mere ° thing’ with a teaching and form,

And when we have said that, we need only say
further that life—this livingness, this power, this
continuity, which are the elements of this life—is
incorruptible, Thal means that it is a life of abso-
iute purity and holiness. As soon as corruption is
allowed to come in, the life is suspended. The Lord
will not let His life go on where there is corruption.
Holiness is essential to life, Allow sin to persist,
and you find the life is suspended. The Lord will
not go on with us,

So the inclusive characteristic of the Levites, as
the Lord’s servants, was life.

SPIRITUAL WARFARE

1 mention just one other thing: the matter of
spiritual warfare, T wonder if you have taken note
of this. Going back to the passage in the book of
Numbers, iv, 3—, ., from thirty years old and
upward even until fifty years old, all that enter
upon the service, to do the work in the tent of
meeting "—you notice that the margin tells us that
“ the service ” is titerally “ the warfare ”, “ to do
the work in the tent of meeting.” * The warfare . . .
in the tent ™,

Now, that indicates a difference of kinds and
realms of warfare, Others in Israel were called
for the warfare of the nations. They could start at
the age of twenty. They were more numerous:
every young man, as soon as he reached the age of
twenty, was eligible for the army. The Levites
started ten years later at the age of thirty, but it
says that they entered the warfare for work in the
tent of meeting. This is a different kind , a different
realm of warfare. It is not conflict with the world.
They had to meet the world and the pations:
Joshua became their commander-in-chief in that
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realm ; but here is another kind. It is an inner
kind of warfare. I am not going to make a lot of it,
except to point out this : that, when any of us begin
on this basis to serve God in relation to His full
thought for His people, we meet a peculiar kind of
opposition. It is an internal kind, Such minisiry
has to be fulfilled amidst strange opposition, an
opposition that is directed against the Christ dwell-
ing within.

.Many of you know that that is true. We put it
in many different ways from time 1o time. When
you become a Christian, you know that you are
precipitated into conflict with the world: you are
up against it, and the world is up against you, and
you become a soldier of Jesus Christ in that realm.
But whenr you become one who is going to serve
God in relation to all His intention concerning His
Church, you meet something other—and, mark
you, you will meet it amongst the Lord’s people
themselves. .

There was a time when there was a movement
to oust the Levites from their particular position
by people in Israel who wanied to nsurp that posi-
tion, They were jealous of them, they criticized
them, and took steps to nullify them, God et that
movement in His own jealousy for this very thing.
He must have His full thought represented, He
was very jealous about it. But the point is this,
that there 1s a strange, onexpected kind of warfare
related to the full purpose of God. It is spiritnal.
It is not carnal warfare at all. It is not with the
world. Give it terms from Scripture if you like, but
the fact is that you find yourself having to fulfil
your ministry in the midst of opposition which
comes from very much nearer than the world,

Spiritual warfare: oh, yes, it is so wonderful to
glimpse the great eternal purpose of God, the * un-
searchable riches of Christ ”, the “ exceeding great-
ness of his power "—these superlatives, all true.
Yes, but do not forget that while half of the letter
to the Ephesians is occupied with the superlatives
of Divine purpcse and calling and blessing, the
other half contains superlatives in relation to con-
flict. You get conflict of a fuller, higher and more
terrible nature in the © Ephesian’ realm, if T may
put it like that, than you do anywhere else, because
that brings into view God’s ultimate purpose for
His people.

THE SPIRITUALITY OF THE LEVITES

Well, this is the meaning of service, the cost and
nature of service. It is tremendously real to God.
So we gather it all up into one word. Here is par-
ticilar and peculiar responsibility. Look again at
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the Levites—not as a class ; dismiss that from yout
thoughts-—and see their spiritual meaning. I would
like, in closing, to dwell briefly upon some things
which seem essential to complete and round off
this presentation, snch as the spirituality of the
Levites. Spiritual men is what they represent. Now
i is not possible—I say this with hesitation and
with regret, but it is true—it is not possible to say
that all the Lord’s servants are spiritual people,
really spiritual people. Many may be very devout,
very nuch in earnest, but as persons they are not
all spiritual persons,

Look at it like this, When these Levites came
into being, as in that thirty-second chapter of
Exodus, on what ground did they come into being
as functioning Levites? Well, the whole nation,
because Moses remained in the mount so long.
had lost patience. Why did they lose patience?
Because they wanted things seen, and thev could
not endure things not seen, The principle of the
life of Moses was that he “ endured, as seeing him
who is invisible ” (Heb. xi. 27). That was some-
thing they could not do. They must see; things
must be tangible, must be present, must be within
the realm of the senses. Religious things—vyes;
things of God-—ves ; Moses—-ves ; but it must be
within the compass of our senses, that we can see
and handle and have evidence before our very
€yes.

Now spirituality is just the opposite of that, It
is soing on with God in faith, Jesus is in Heaven.
“ Though now ye see him not ”, says Peter, “ yet
.. 7 (I Pet. i, 8). We are going on. Peter’s line of
things is different from Paul’s, as we know. Peter’s
line of things is °pilgrims and strangers here’.
Peter consistently says: ©though now we see him
not *; * we are pilgrims and strangers.’ ¢ Our greater
Moses is in Heaven, bul we are going on our pil-
grimage . Paul’s line of things is °seated in the
heavenlies in Christ. Both sides are right. But the
Israelites could not go on until they couid see.
They must have a god that they see, So—‘ make
us gods to go before us”,

But alas! they do not see what they are doing,
what they are letting in. What was all the gold for
that they had brought out of Egypt? It was for the
Tabetnacle and the service of God. It was the
gold of the sanctuary. Satan found advantage by
their carnality, and stole the gold of the sanctuary,
and turned it to his own worship in the place of
the worship of God. Spirituality sees through.
These Levites were spiritual men. They saw
through this, Spirituality sees something more, sees
the ultimate significance of things. Oh, for men
with spititual discernment—men who can see
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ing of the Corinthians themselves, Enough is des-
cribed or hinted at in the first letter to show us how
tempted he must have been to give them up. The
things seen at Corinth, not in the opposition from
the world outside, but in the character of the
church members themselves, must have made him
feel that it would be easier to abandon them and
to devote his time and strength to more promising
groups. It was only faith which kept him from giv-
ing theth up. The verdict of things seen was that
nothing of vital spiritnal importance could be
hoped for from such a company. It was faith,
though, which enabled him to ignore this verdiet ;
faith, not in himself, nor in the Corinthians, but in
the transforming power of his message.

Too often we are ready to give up because of
what seems to be the poor response to our mini-
stry. If we look at the people concerned, at their
faults, their tardiness, their contradictions or at
what they are in themselves, we shall be tempied
to leave them ang to seek an opening in some more
promising place. But we must not be discouraged
by appearances. Great changes took place at
Corinth. Prayer was answered ; the whole outlook
was transformed—and all because Paul did not
faint or lose heart, but went on in faith.

How good it was, also, that he did not lose heart
about himself, Though by no means an old man,
he. seems clearly to have been thinking that his
life’s work was nearly over. He wrote of © groan-
ing’, and “longing to be clothed upon with our
habitation which is from heaven” (I1 Cor. v. 2),
and confessed that for his part he was “ willing
rather to be absent from the body, and to be at
home with the Lord ” (v. ). Appearances said that

THE MAN GOD

MAY — JUNE, 1935.

Paul was finished. Faith, however, enabled him to
go on for at least another eleven years, and they
were probably the most fruitful years of all. It
is true that there came an outward change in the
manner in which he served the Lord, Soon after
writing these words he was imprisoned, first at
Jernsalem, then at Caesarea, and finally at Rome.
But through it all he did not faint, He was able to
ignore all the discouragements, to be liffed above
all his personat trials, and to take am active patt in
the work of the Lord, even though he could no
longer do evangelistic journeys.

Disconraging appearances must never turn us
aside from the work. When things seemed all
against the remnant of the Jews who had returned
from Babylon, they were ready to give up, saying :
“ The time is not come for the Lord’s house to be
built ” (Haggai i. 2, mg). Actually they were on
the eve of great things for Jerusalem and for the
Lord’s house, AH that was needed was that they
should ignore the seeming impossibility of it all
and get on with the: building, They had to walk by
faith and not by sight. When James was killed and
Peter put in prison and the rest of the aposties
forced to hide, faint hearts rhight easily have
capitulated, The rank and file of the church, how-
ever, spurned the evidence of things seen and
turned to ptayer (Acts xii. 5), From that very night
there began a new expansion of the whole Church
of Christ in all the earth.

Which are we going to accept? The evidence of
sight and senses, or the verdict of faith? Ouor whole
life’s ministry may depend on the way we answer
that question,

H.F.

HAS ORDAINED

V. THE PROCESS OF REPRODUCTION

Reading: Acts x. I - xi. 18,

THE NEW CREATION MAN
IN PROCESS OF FORMATION

ACTS x follows on what we were considering in
our last message, It concerns this particular dis-
pensation or age of the Holy Spirit, and the specific
object which the Holy Spirit has in view during this
age. We can put it in one phrase—the formation of
the new-creation man. This chapter is a phase in
that formation, and therefore a phase in the dis-
pensation of the Holy Spirit.

It is a remarkable chapter. Much that is in it can

only be explained in the light of something very
much bigger than the conversion of an individual.
Not that the conversion of an individual is a small
thing, by any means, but it would bave been very
easy and very much more simple just to have sent
a preacher to Caesarea to proclaim the Gospel
there, so that this one man heard it and got con-
verted, Things like that were happening ; that in
general was what was taking place.

But there is a tremendous amount of —if I may
use the word— parapherpalia’ about this that
actually happened. It is something quite ‘extra’
and extraordinary, even for the general movement
of the preaching of the Gospel in those days. That
an angel from Heaven should visit the man, that
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should an angel go up there to Caesarea and wvisit
Cornelius and speak to him, and why should it
be necessary for him to send men and a soldier
all the way from Caesarea down to Joppa—35
miles—and then for Peter to have to take the long
journey back? Why all this, if this man is such a
good man and is going to get through all right?

No, the new creation is something much more
than religion, than prayiilg, than giving airus, than
being charitable. Christ is much more than that ;
the Holy Spirit is after more than that. You may
say, ‘ T do not agree—1I believe if you do your duty
and you are kind and you recognise God and you
go to church you will get through all right’. You
take this account and read it again, This is a posi-
tive denial of any such thing, and to settle down in
such a position is to assume something which is not
true. There are many in the position of assumed
salvation, and there will be for them a very great
nadeceiving unless something happens. This is not
enongh, The Spirit of God takes great pains to
get even a Cornelius—as he did also with another
devout man, the Ethiopian, who had been up to
Jerusalem to worship God, Likewise Saul of Tar-
sus, 2 man who was utterly devoted to what he
believed to be God’s will, God’s way. The Holy
Spirit—Heaven—comes in in mighty power to get
these people saved, Salvation is a very big thing,
far transcending religion and a good moral char-
acter and many kindly activities, Salvation is far
more than that.

But, thank God, Cotnelius was prepared. Here
is something very precious about it all. You may be
like that--you may not be one of those who could
be classed as an outragecus sinner and criminal
and offender, marked by all those things which
society calls bad. You may be God-fearing, you
may pray, you may be doing many kind things ;
and yet, ke Cornelius, you may still have, some-
where deep down, the feeling that there is some-

MAY — JUNE, 1955.

thing more. ‘1 am after something, I am reaching
out for something ; T do not know what it is, but
I feel I need something more ; all my praying and
all my doing is only an expression of a longing for
something—I want to get somewhere that I have
not yet got!” That was Cornelius, and God took
account of it and worked to see that he got what
he needed and what his heart longed for, When
Cornelius heard it, he instantly responded, andl in
effect said, ° This is just what 1 have been after!
T did not know what it was, but this is it! This
answers my longing, this answers my praying, this
meets my deeply-felt need!” The very story at its
end seems to say that. Ch, how full of joy and
thankfulness they were! God had been doing some-
thing in preparation.

It may be that you who read these lines are
prepared for something God has for you—you
do not know what it is, Do not be deceived by the
fact that you pray and go to church, even that you
attend Christian conferences, or do kind things ;
do not be deceived. Be sure that you are positively
born again—that you have received the Holy Spirit
into your life, as a living Person, and know that He
is there. Do not rest until that is true—otherwise
there will be a grievous awakening and disillusion-
meht, Do not asume anything, Demand that you
know. The basis of your knowledge is the present,
instant indwelling of the Holy Spirit. It may be that
some longing of yours, some hiinger, some unex-
plained and inexplicable feeling of need in you is
just God’s way of preparing you for what He
offers, what He presents, and whar He may be
saying to you at this very moment. There is some-
thing more, and you will find that ° something’
when you receive the Holy Spirit, who is the Spirit
of the Man in the glory. That Man is God’s satis-
faction, and therefore He will be our satisfaction
toD,

T. A-S.

FOR BOYS AND GIRLS
THE STRANGER IN THE NEST

HAVE you heard the cuckoo yet? If not, I ex-
pect that you soon will, for no one can mistake his
call, and sooner or later almost everybody hears
him, But have you seen the cuckoo? Ah, that is
another question. He is not easy to see; indeed.
many people who hear his cali year after year
have never vet had a clear view of him. I must
admit that I have only seen him properly once,
and that, strangely enoiigh, was as he was flying
over a London street. Even then I could have had
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no idea of his true story if it had pot been told
me, for while the cock bird flies about here and
there, singing his own special song, it is the hen
who is silently and hiddenly doing the work for
which cuckoos have become so famous. She knows
how to work in secret, even from other birds, and
she manages to lay her eggs in their nests without
their knowing about it.

Cuckoos really play a trick on their neighbours,
Being unable to feed their own young, they de-
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was—on the one side to detach His Church (here
represented in another symbolic number— seven)
from an old, purely earthly, sentient and natural
relationship with Himself, and on the other side to
establish a new basis of that relationship and ser-
vice, that is, a heavenly, spiritual, and universal,

John had just written concerning Mary’s sudden
recognition of her Lord, probably by the way in
which He spoke her name (xx. 16), He said to her :
* Take not hold on me ”. This would at least imply
that the old relationship and its physical form
{(Mary had anointed His feet and head) no longer
cbtained, but had changed. It was mow a spiritual
one entirely. John’s Gospel is the one of spirit-
vality ; he called the miracles of Jesus “signs ”,
meéaning that they were intended to signify spirit-
val truths and principles and not to be just mighty
acts. So this last part of the record is full of sprit-
ual principles, These we must grasp.

Having seen, then, that the first principle is the
new kind of relationship, let us take that a siep
further, This new basis requires that the men of the
new dispensation be spiritual men, and their work
is to be spiritual work. This is exceedingly testing
to the natwral man, Indeed, he cannot stand up to
it. Uatil he receives the Holy Spirit as an indwell-
ing reality, and so becomes a spiritual person basic-
ally, all attemipts to cope with spiritual things will
be defeated. ° The natural man cannot know the
things which are spiritual ’, said Paul (I Cor, ii. 14).
Now this is borne aut in the case of the central
figure in the circle of disciples in our chapter.

PETER’S DEFECTION

It would seem evident that the new phase or
form af things, which had come in with the Lord’s
resurrection-appearances and disappearances, was
too much for Peter. He was no mystic. There was
nothing of that in his make-up, He was just ane of
the very practical type, with whom policy is often
more than principle, Things must just * come down
to earth’, and be ‘ black or white ’; one must * call
a spade a spade .  Let’s see exactly where we are ’,
they say. ‘ It is ends that matter, not so much how
you reach them.” To such, anything that cannot be
defined in obvious explanation is not real ; indeed
it is most unsatisfactory,

So Peter, not made for this ‘uncertain’ and
‘llusive * kind of life, cannot bear it longer, and
he says: “I go a fishing . * That is practical and
tangible, anyway, and we do have some qualifica-
tion in that realm—we are at home there,” Sensi-
tiveness and imagination are not the strong points
of this temperament, It rides roughly over delicate
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ground. Rough seas, and the practical features of a
fisherman’s life, are more in keeping with this dis-
position than tender lambs and foolish sheep. In-
deed, it would sooner beard lions than feed lambs!

So ‘I go fishing’ is the reaction from the seem-
ing uncertainties of ihe spiritual life. Peter was
going to learn differently before long. Peter seems
to have had a magnetic influence over others, Even
the more spiritual John seems to have been affec-
ted by him. Although John had just recently out-
run Peter to the tomb, his sensitiveness kept him
from doing more than look in. But following up,
puffing and blowing, came Peter, and he, without
any such delicate restraint, ‘ entered in’. “ Then
entered in therefore the other disciples also ”, Un-
conscious influence! And so on this other occasion
the rest said: “ We also come with thee ",

There is a strange and notable anomaty about
this particular type of person. With all the physical
venturesomeness, initiative, aggressiveness, and
even self-confidence, there is the contrast between
physical and moral courage, to say nothing of
spiritual courage. Peter is a well-known exampie,
and the particular instances need not be pointed
out, This representative seven will learn the funda-
mental lesson of the new age which had dawned.

So * they went forth, and entered into the boat ;
and that night they took nothing.” “ That night !

We now have the background set for the mess-
age of the important © afterthought’ or new urge
of John in this ‘ appendix * (7). But let us note at
this point that a very great deal of spiritual value—
enlargement, adjustment, and eternal significance
—may be bound up with frustration and dis-
appointment, “ That night ” was a turning point.
There is often Providence in reverses. Success
along natural lines might seriously jeopardise or
sabotage the whole spiritual intention of God! So,
whether it be in a swift and almost immediate set-
back, or in a long-drawn-out sapping of gratifica-
tion, a slow realisation forced upon us that we are
getting nowhere in the things that really matter,
the faithfolness of God makes reverses and abor-
tive labour one of His ways of deep education.

So, then, the inclusive lesson of this chapter is
that of —

THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE
NATURAL AND THE SPIRITUAL

Natural capacity., Natural disposition. Natural
ability. Natural direction. Natural energy. Natural
courage, [t is so evident that the coming of the
Spirit on the Day of Pentecost meant a change in
this whole realm. Note that this was just the point
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not naturally qualified, or to which we are not
temperamentaily disposed, but for which ability
comes by the fulness of the Spirit.

7. Although the sitnation is so strange and

MAY —JUNE, 1955.

mysterious to all our natural make-up, and we
need new and other capacities, yet it is more
potent, fruitful and permanent than all that we
could do on the level of human natural abilities.

T. A-S.

THE MEANING AND PLACE OF PRAYER
(concluded)

Q. Has God made any provision for such a high
and holy relationship and service?

A. A full provision in His Son and by His Spirit.

WELL might we shrink back from such a privi-
lege and responsibility if the Lord had not pro-
vided for every need and disqualification of ours,
and given us every encouragement to draw near
to Him, and to live near to Him! It will help us
to sum up this provision in two words, CONFIDENCE
and HELP,

CONFIDENCE

What a lot there is in the Word about “ confi-
dence”, about “boldness”™, about “full assur-
ance 1 A spirit of confidence is essential to prayer
and indeed to the whole Christian life. If we are
uncertain and unsettled in our relationship to the
Lord our whole life is undermined. Let us remind
ourselves then of some of the scriptures that inspire
confidence.

“ Having therefore . . . BOLDNESS lo enter into
the holy place BY THE BLOOD OF JESUS, OY . . . A
NEW AND LIVING WAY _ , , AND HAVING A GREAT
PRIEST . . . let us draw near with a true heart in
FULL ASSURANCE of faith " (Heb. x. 19- 22, mg.).

“...our Lord Jesus Christ ; through whom also
we have had our access by faith info THIS GRACE
WHEREIN WE STAND " (Rom. v, 1, 2),

“ ... THROUGH HIM WE , , , HAVE OUR ACCESS IN
ONE SPIRIT UNTO THE FATHER " (Eph. ii, 18).

“ .. Christ Jesus our Lord : in whom we have
BOLDNESS AND ACCESS IN CONFIDENCE through our
faith in him " (Eph_ii 12).

Troe confidence is based upon the knowledge
that theowgh Christ we have an undisputed right
of entry mio the very presence of God, that He has
perfectly pwovided fou such access, and that He
Himself & omr right of entry so that we may ever
draw nigh %o e Father in His Name, We are not
called wptin our own names (how fatal
that would Se¥), but awe always able to come in His
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Name—to hand in His Name, as it were.

The word ** access ™ is a beautiful word, a word
used for ‘a presentation to a royal presence’,
Christ has not only provided for the possibility
of our return to the Father’s House—He has intro-
duced us, He has presented us to the Father as
those redeemed with His own Blood and as those
alive from the dead with Him! We have not to go
into the palace on our own, in all our conscious
unfitness, but we have One who takes us by the
hand and leads us in, clothed with the robes of
His own righteousness. It is Christ Himself who is
our confidence.

HELP

Blessed as it is to have such an * access in con-
fidence ™, weltl do we know our helplessness in the
face of such a privilege, Somehow we feel so weak
and ignorant that we should be dumb but for the
Spirit’s help, But we have such a Helper, for it is
written: —

* ... the Spirit ., helpeth our infirmity : for we
know not how to pray as we ought ; but the Spirit
himself maketh intercession for us with groanings
which cannot be uttered ; and he that searcheth
the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit,
because he maketh intercession for the saints ac-
cording to the will of God” (Rom. viii, 26, 27).

In nothing is our weakness so apparent as in the
matter of prayer! The complete paralysis of man
by nature in regard to the things of God is never
more elearly seen than when man tries to pray.
How well we understand the difficulty of the dis-
ciples in Gethsemane, when they just could not
*“ watch and pray ¥, But the mighty Spirit of God
ts our Helper, We must rely on Him as the Indwell-
ing Spirit, “ the power that worketh in us ”, for He
is the answer to our weakness. And He is the an-
swer to our ignorance too, for it is very true that
“ we know not how to pray ”. The Holy Spirit is
in us as the One who knows the will of God and
all the details that lie within that will, and He will
surely teach us how to pray in intelligent fellow-
ship with the Father: He will make communion
a reality,
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THIS MINISTRY

THE OBJECT OF THE MINISTRY of
this little paper, issued bi-monthly, is to contribute
to the Divine end which is presented in the words
of Ephesians iv, 13—", ., till we all attain unto the
unity of the faith, and of the knowledge (literally
—full knowledge) of the Son of God, unto a full-
grown man, unto the measure of the stature of
the fulness of Christ: that we be no longer
children . ..”

It is not connected with any ‘Movement ',
* Organization ’, *Mission' or separate body of
Christians, but is just a ministry to * all saints ™. Its
going forth is with the prayer and hope that it will
50 result in a fuller measure of Christ, a richer and
higher level of spiritual life, that, while bringing
the Church of God into a growing approximation
to His revealed will as to its ‘ attainment ’, it may
be better qualified to be used of Him in testimony
in the nations, and to the completing of its own
number by the salvation of those yet to be added
by the Lord.

This ministry is maintained by the Lord through
the stewardship of those who value it. There is no
“ subscription ’, but gifts cab be sent to the Editor.
“A Witness and A Testimony’, 13, Honor Oak
Road, Forest Hill, London, S E. 23, England. All
cheques should be made payable to * Winess and
Testimony Ajc’. The paper is sent only to those
who personally desire it, and we count on friends
to advise us if this is no longer the case, or if they
change their address,

‘ Personal * letters should be addressed to
Mr. T. AUSTIN-SPARKS,
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THE SPIRITUAL MEANING OF SERVICE
L. SOME LESSONS FROM ZACHARIAS

Reading : Luke i. 5-25, 57 - 67. that God wanted, God had something more than
T that in view, however pood it might be. The thing
HE Lord is ever desirous of making His people that governs all the way along is the full thought of
know His real purpose in fulness concerning them. God from the beginning, and until you and T have
We need to come to a very settled position on this  settled that, we have not settled many things, What
matter. It is not a question of how the Lord’s we need to ask is: What more is there that is yet
people may be at any given time, It may be that, required by the Lord for completeness, for fulness?
as we have read here concerning Zacharias and And so our object must be, not to seek the com-
his wife, and the people gathered there at that time, paratively good, not some more, some extra, some
conditions are fairly good. We might think that further light and truth, but to be with the Lord for
this is quite a beautiful picture, that is just how His vltimate, His full, His final, His complete in-
things onght to be. There 1s the servant of the Lord  tention. The peril is to look upon what is very
correctly and faithfully fulfilling his ministry. good and has the blessing of the Lord upon it, and
There is the temple order being carried on correct- settle down, and say, © Well, why want any more
ly ; there are people gathered in the court, appar- than that, why not be content, why not just get on
ently in a great company, giving themselves to with that? Why not Ieave aside all the other quest-
prayer. There is a spirit of devotion, and other ions, those disturbing questions, very disturbing
characteristics, which present a picture which questions, and just get on with what is so obviously
might be thought to be perfectly satisfactory. quite good in the blessing of the Lord?’ No, the
But it is not a matter of whether at any given Lord shows by His Word, Old Testament and New
time things are apparently quite good, answering Testament, that there is still something ahead, still
to much that the Lord has shown to be His mind. something more, and it has never been the Lord’s
or whether things are maybe not so good, or even way to let His people settle down with anything
bad, a:; l'}as been the clase at tIim?Is w1tti_1 thellpeogle less. That is what is brought to us so clearly here.
of God. The point is always: Is this, after all, what N
God really hzl:s as His end concerning His people? GOD'S NEW THING
It may be very good, and yet it may after all be Let us look at this story again, The traditional
only comparative—for that is the upshot of this order is being followed out meticulously. The
very incident. It was good, yes, but it was not all priest is doing his work, the people are gathered
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for the ones who are responsible have prayerfully
to re-examine the matter before the Lord from
time to time, o that we shall never fall into any
dead routine. It is not just for the sake of mult-
plving meetings. It is certainiy not to propagate
any special teaching of our own, We know of no
special ‘ Honor Oak tcaching®. What we do seek
is that on such occasions we may gather together
around the Lord’s Word to learn more of Him.
That is our purpose—'* That I may know him ™.
It may be that certain truths relating to that know-
ledge have to be recaptured or re-emphasized,
truths that perhaps have not hitherto been appreci-
ated as they should have been. What matter, so
long as they lead us to an ever deepening know-
ledge of Christ? That, surely, is the sure test of all
ministry of the Word., Our Conferences, tiien, are
meant to be occasions when we come together in
an attempt to help one another to a richer, deeper,
fuller and more vital knowledge of the Lord.
“That I may know him . Anything else is a sheer
waste ‘of time.

THE SECRET OF ALL SERVICE

This objective, far from hindering us in our
work for the Lord, is the Divine secret of all true
service. To “know him™ is very closely associated
with knowing “the power of his resurrection”, God
knows, we heed power! His Church needs power ;
His servants need power ; we all need it. But in the
Divine order, power for service is made to depend
on this personal knowledge of Christ. Service, even
if it is snecessful, Iacks the essential thing if it is not
accompanied by a true knowledge of the Lord, All
service should spring from that knowledge. Not
that we must allow this truth to paralyse us in our
work for the Lord, vainly imagining that we cannot
begin to serve until we have some deep knowledge
of Him. Not at all—we learn as we serve, Learn-
ing of Christ and serving Him must go hand-in-
hand ; the one must never outstrip the other.

There ate, of course, many perils associated with
this matter of serving the Ford. We do not need
to look beyond this letter to the Philippians to
find those who had fallen into such perils, There
were men who were earnest and busy, perhaps in
a certain sense self-sacrificing, in the work of the
Gospel, yet they gave way to unworthy and even
vindictive feelings toward others of God’s servants.
They “ did not so learn Christ ”. Paul was able to
thank God for the work they were doing, but he
was forced to regret the un-Christ-like spirit in
which they were doing it, even though he himself
bore them no bitter feelings. Motives may not be
apparent now, but in Heaven’s sight they are of
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supreme importance, and there must be something
badly lacking in work for the Lord if it does not
make the worker more like his Lord. In Philippians
ii. 21 Paul writes: “ For they all seek their own,
not the things of Jesus Christ.” He was not
writing about people outside of the churches ; he
was hot even speaking of the ordinary church
members, as snch. Sad to say he was describing
those who should have been, and in some cases
had once been, his fellow-workers, and who were
no doubt still busy ‘in the work ’. It is very easy
for those who are active in service to become jeal-
ous, unkind or self-seeking, and indeed we shall
fall into this peril unless we make it our first prayer
* that I may know him ”,

Another great peril is to be so busy in the work
as to be careless as to personal relationships with
the Lord whose work it is, 1 suppose that when
the Philippians thought or spoke of the apostle’s
stay among them they were most impressed by the
great work which he had done in their city, but I
am quite sure that Paul himself dwelt most on the
new lessons which he himself had learned there.
He learned more of Christ at Philippi—even in the
dungeon, and in the grace given himn, when the
doors burst open, not to seek his own safety in
flight, but to seek the salvation of his guard, with-
out at the time knowing whether or not he would
forfeit his own liberty in so doing. * That I may
know him ": here is the safeguard from the perils
associated with service. It is a purpose which will
not make us work less, but will inspire us to richer
SCIvVICe.

THE CAUSE OF ALL THE CONFLICT

Such a purpose is strongly withstood by Satan,
so that to gain such knowledge Paul affirmed his
need to “ press_on” (verses 12 and 14). One does
not drift into a fuller knowledge of Christ, nor
does one come into it by merely repeating a prayer
that the Lord will empty us of self and fill us with
Himself, There is more to it than that, Not that
we can achieve anything by seif-effort, but we need
to know that the one focal point of all the Devil’s
attacks is to keep men from knowing Christ. He
does all he can to keep a sinner from knowing
Christ the Saviour. When he has failed in this re-
spect, he seems to redouble his efforts to prevent
that person from entering into a deeper knowledge
of the Lord to whom he now belongs.

“That I may know him . Satan fights even the
idea, by raising prejndices and suspicion at the
very suggestion that there is some deeper know-
ledge and experience for the people of God. We
only have to read of the early days of the Keswick
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Convention to prove this. In those days there were
a few godly men—pioneers in a sense—who
stressed the need for Christians to press on from
the mere fact of their conversion into new heights
and depths of spiritual knowledge, and they en-
countered every kind of misrepresentation and pre-
judice. It is so facile to charge other Christians
with pretending to be superior ; it sounds so mod-
est to affirm one’s satisfaction with the simple
Gospel *; but may it not be, after a.l, that the real
truth is that Satan is seeking to rob them of their
full inheritance in Christ? Prejudice is one of his
master weapons,

Moreover Satan contests every practical step
which will lead to such a fuller knowledge of the
Lord. At every phase of Christian life, from the
. first stage, all along the way and right to the end,
there are always practical matters which arise in
regard to spiritual increase, The first of them, per-
haps, is baptism. It was with the Philippians, any-
how, There is no doubt that their church was
among the most vital and Christ-like of them all,
and we cannot fail to be impressed with the im-
mediate and whole-hearted way in which baptism
followed their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. We
are always being faced with challenges to practical
obedience, They may seem nothing in themselves
and yet they may be the key to knowing the Lord
better, For this very reason the enemy secks to
involve us in questions, arguments and delay, The
only answer to him is to say: “l presson . ..”

We always need to remember that the Devil is
unscrupulous, There is nothing that he will not try
to do if it can keep someone from knowing Christ
better. Make no mistake about it—this eonflict
concerning an increase in the knowledge of Christ
is very fierce. Satan will stop at nothing ; he will
use anybody or anything to turn Christians aside
from pressing on with Christ. It was solemn and
most striking at Wembley to hear Mr, Bily Gra-
ham close his meetihgs with a grave warning con-
cerning the converts: “ Whoso shall cause one of
these little ones which believe on me to stumble,
it is profitable for him that a great millstone should
be hanged about his neck . . . (Matthew xviii. 6).
There was clearly a need for it {0 be said, concern-
ing these newly born Christians. But is it not equal-
1y serious, all through, that we should not do the
Devil’s work in turning believers aside from know-
ing more of the Lord?

THE PURPOSE OF ALL FELLOWSHIP

This letter makes much of Christian fellowship,
and it is in this setting that Paul speaks of his per-
sonal longing to know Christ better. Why do we

emphasize the importance of the House of God,
the Church, the life together of the saints? People
will say that, if they have the Lord, that is enough :
why bring in these extra things to add them on to
the knowledge of Him? Why indeed, if that is what
they are? It would be foolish and wrong to intro-
duce anything extra to Christ. But church life is
not that, for it is all IN Christ, and moreover true
fellowship together is intended by God to provide
the means by which the individual believer can
grow in the knowledge of Him.

Practical fellowship in the House of God may
demand discipline, but it involves no real limita-
tion to the individual, Of course, such fellowship
requires the inward working of the Cross, and so
at times it may seem to make less of us. But there
is no reaf limitation, It is in the very nature of the
Cross to reduce, but such reduction proves only
to be God’s way of enlargement. If the letter to the
Philippians stresses fellowship, it also says much
about the crucified life: “ the power of his resur-
rection ” is followed by the words *“ and the fel-
lowship of his sufferings . This is the way the
Master went, and we find our fellowship with Him
and with one another only as we go the same way.
Before Paul could “ press on ™ he had to “let go’.
And so must we. Christ, however, entered into His
great fulness by His self-emptying for the glory of
God. Following in the footsteps of his Lord, Paul
found that great spiritual enlargement came to him
by way of the Cross. It is always like that.

It is, however, negative and altogether inade-
quate just to say that fellowship with others will
not bring us into limitation. The truih is that the
discipline of fellowship will bring us mto an in-
creased knowledge of the Lord, Thai is what it is
meant for, Both by the joys of fellowship and by
its problems we are drawn closer 10 the Lord to
learn more of Him. Those who deliberately dis-
sociate themselves from other Christians are there-
by limiting the Lord in His desire that they should
know more of Him. Those who make their fel-
lowship selective, associating only with those whom
they like or with whom they agree, are really rob-
bing the Lord of opportunities to give them a fuller
knowledge of Himself,

THE PREPARATION FOR HIS COMING

The particular paragraph which we have been
considering leads straight on to the declaration that
“we wait for a Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ :
who shall fashion anew the body of our humilia-
tion, that it may be conformed to the body of his
glory . . .” (Phil. iii. 20, 21). The Coming is to be
for us the climax, the last act of a process of trans-
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and so on, it will all be of no profit. We have got
to be motivated by this primary consideration:
that in the new-creation man, which we are in
Christ, the thing that God is looking for is His own
likeness. What matters most is not how much
teaching we possess, how much Bible knowledge
we have, how much work we do. What matters is :
How much is the Lord manifested? It should really
engage us continually. This should be the basis_of
our self-judgment, of a right kind. ‘ That was not
Christ, that was not like the Lord, this is not like
the Lord’

 Ministry ’ is the canse of so nnich trouble. * My
ministry *, getting a place for our ministry, being
able to fulfil our ministry. Oh, let it drop. The Lord
will test us on this matter. Are we going to hold on
to our ministry, our place, what we believe to be
our Divine calling—hold to it in the strength and
tenacity of our own will, our own fleshly conviction
that that is what God has called us to? Oh, no!
If God has called us to anything, He will hold us
into it, and we must let go to Him if there arises a
situation in which that is necessary, The Lord will
see that the ministry is fulfilled and the position
occupied that He wanis for us, The thing that is
far more than the ministry, and out of which the
ministry must come, is that I should be a Christ-
like man, and that you should be a Christlike man ;
and we can show Christlikeness in just letting
others get into our place in ministry, being very
meek about it, not tighting to keep our position.
The Lord will look after the rest. “ The meek shall
inherit the earth »* (Matt, v. 5). That is God’s word.
The image of the Lord is the all-governing matter,

{b) SPIRITUAL GOVERNMENT

Then—* Let us make man in our image, after
our likeness: and let them have dominion.” Now,
dominion issues from likeness. We are not talking
about offices and appointments, We are talking
about spiritual matters: for dominion now is a
spiritual matter. That is obvious, of course. Domin-
ion with us is not at present temporal, But domin-
ion is none the less a very pertinent matter. This
word in Genesis—" Let them have dominion ”—
is the earthly, material, temporal representation of
the spiritual reality, and the spiritual reality of
which it is only a representation is found in Ephes-
ians vi: ‘ principalities and powers ’, “ world rulers
of this darkness ”, ‘ hosts of wicked spirits’, And
the Church is seated together with Christ in the
heavenlies, “ far above all rule, and authority, and
power, and dominion, and every name that is
named ” (Eph. 1i. 6; L. 20, 21). There is a proposi-
tion for you and for me! It is a question of domin-

ion in the spiritual realm, the Church’s dominion
in the spiritual realm. This man, this new-creation
man, is to have it, and we are brought into it in a
spiritual way in Christ.

Now, you see, it is just here that our education
is so much at stake, so much involved. There are
numerous situations which the enemy projects.
Why did the Lord let Satan come into that garden?
The Lord knew all that was involved. Why did He
let him get in there? Just for the very purpose of
giving the man the chance to exercise his domin-
ion: because the Lord knows quite well that back
of the material is the spiritual, back of the world
and flesh is always the Devil, You have not con-
quered when you have only mastered material
things, You are only at the beginning of conquest
then, It is the spiritual forces behind. Men are-—
to some limited extent—mastering the material to-
day, but God only knows how they are being de-
feated by the spiritual lying behind the material.

I am saying that the Lord allows the enemy to
precipitate and project all kinds of situations and
conditions and difficulties—situations in the home,
situations in the business, situations in the Church,
situations in our personal, private and secret ex-
perience. They are Devil-projected, Satanic in
origin, though not always seen to be so. But yon
calculate what they will do if they triumph, and
you will see that there is something sinister about
them. And the Lord zllows them! What are we
going to do about it? Begin to pray and plead with
the Lord to take this difficulty away, change this
situation? Nothing happens. We try to fight and
get on top of it by being optimistic, being hopeful,
being cheerful. We do not get very far ; we may
indeed just get worn out; and still nothing hap-
pens, What is the meaning of this? It means that
we are in the school of 1ulers, in training to be
made rulers, The whole destiny and vocation of the
new man is at stake in these sitmations. We had
better settle it quite soon that we are in this very
matter of having dominion, and that this situation
is something that has to be dealt with on a spirit-
ual level, from a heavenly position.

But the great effort of the enemy is to get us so
involved morally that we have no fighting power
left, because he has the right to the position. He is
trying to destroy our testimony, destroy our voca-
tion, destroy this very calling to have dominion,
by getting us involved in a situation where the
Lord cannot come to our rescue. He says: ‘ You
have pot to get out of that, repudiate that, put that
back, before anything will happen. You have be-
come caught in something wrong, and until you
break clear of that, yon are defeated ; T camnot do
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A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY

works, its own profession and reputation? * And
how is it with you in being a real blessing where
you are, to all near and far—a real blessing?’ It is
that to which the Lord is really challenging and
with which He is concerned,

So this Man, who is the image, who has the
dominion, who shall see His seed, whe has brought
s0 many children to birth, who has been such a
blessing in this world, says, “1 want that it shall
be like that with the corporate new man—just like
that. That is what vou are called unto. That is the
meaning of your existence.” Now you do recognise
that that is not just Bible exposition? It is a real
spiritual challenge to us, it really is, You are going
to meet this—we are all going to come up against

this, * Was that like the Lord? Was that Christ-
like?* Very simple ; bui you see it is an ultimate
thing.  Has the enemy got the upper hand there,
or have you stood and withstood and kept him
from his objective, reigned in life, kept on top,
maintained your position?” We are found out.
‘ How much result is there of our spiritual life in
reproduction?’ It is a challenge. ‘ How much a
blessing are we?” Oh, if only we measured up to
that last point alone, if every onc of us were a
blessing in the Church, where we are, a blessing on
this earth, what a difference it would make!

May the Lord truly conform to the image of
His Son.

T. AS,

GOD’S FINAL MOVEMENT

GOD has always been moving. He is the God
of an undeviating purpose. God has always been
moving unswervingly toward His end, ahd the
question that should exercise our hearts is—What
is God doing now, as the end draws near?

Well, there are signs of His activity in many
ways, We are very conscious of dark things active
in the world, but God also is on the move. There
is much activity of the Holy Spirit. But amid
all the many parts of these movings of God,
there is something that is the key to everything,
something which God is supremely doing ; and un-
less we find what that is, we shall be caught up in-
to manifold and perhaps inconsequent activities.
It is very easy to be taken up with a part of some-
thing, and to miss the main issue altogether. It is
one of the characteristics of our human nature that
we run off after secondary things. God is concerned
with one consuming issue, and that issue is the key
to everything else at the time of the end. Surely, if
we get a glimpse of what matters most to the Lord,
our hearts will be stirred to respond to that, and
say, ‘Lord, that is the thing to which we give
ourselves.’

And God has, after all, been supremely occupied
with one matter right from the beginning, and the
time of the end is but the time of the intensification
and acceleration of God’s activity. It is good to
know that the Lord is going to move quickly and
finish the thing that is waiting to be finished.

THE KEY TO THE FINAL PHASE OF
GOD'S MOVEMENT

Now, what is this that is supremely doing? What
is the key to the final phase? God is building. The

key to the end is what the Scripture speaks of as
the House of God. In the Old Testament, God had
a redeemed people—He had Israel. They were His
own people, redeemed out of Egypt. But was that
all that God desired? Did He stop at that and say,
* Now that I have a people, I have achieved My
aim ’? By no means. If that were so, then most of
the Old Testament would be quite meaningless.
For the burden of the Old Testament is for some-
thing in the people of God, something at the keart
of the people of God, which He longed to have and
which was invariably missing, It was either some-
thing future, toward which the people were mov-
ing, or, if for a very short time there was a realisa-
tion, it quickly faded away, leaving only regret that
the Lord no longer had that which really mattered.

Come over to the New Testament, and the same
thing prevails, The whole New Testament is writ-
ten to redeemed, saved people. The burden of the
New Testament is not ‘ Be saved’. God is after
something in His people, which He finds terribly
lacking. What is that? It is what is represented by
the House of God—God’s building. For God is not
satisfied with a mere beginning, something incom-
plete. God is set upon fulness and realisation :
something which brings Him complete satisfaction,

Now of course, in the Old Testament type the
Temple, that great house of God, was the object-
ive. God desired to dwell in a glorious sanctuary
in the midst of His people. He longed to have a
place where He was everything, where His glory
was manifested. That type was pointing to the real-
ity: to the fact that God is not satisfied to have
His Son merely in some very small and insignifi-
cant meéasure m His people. God’s desire is that
His people should be a full expression of His Son.
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you will go away comforted. There is no lack at all
where the House of God is.

(c) A TESTIMONY TO THE WCRLD

And without the House of God, where is the
testimony to the world in the face of the world’s
need? The Church to-day is largely paralysed. We
ought to be people who are rejoicing because
we know we have the answer, We ought to be, as
the Church, a testimony in the earth that can be
pointed to, But the testimony to the world is not a
lot of isolated Christians trying to witness. The
testimony to the world is the Church. “ By this
shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye
have love one to another” (Johm xiii. 35). If we
are right in the sight of the Lord, not only with
Him but with one another, there is an influence
radiated that is felt. There are quite enough of us,
quite enough saved people, for the Lord to have
a mighty testimony in these days. If only there
were that gravitating together in Christ that He
is after, a light would begin to shine in many
places. The Lord does not want the Church as
an ideal, but as a mighty expression: something
in the earth that radiates His glory, and of which
we can be unashamed.

it is a glorious thing when there is a testimony
that Christ is everything. There is real power in the
life of every individual who is part of it. You can
hold up your head ; you have a testimony, you are
unafraid. But let us have questions about our
spiritual home-background, about what is happen-
ing in our corporate life, and our testimony is
undermined., We are slinking about conscious that
it is all very well talking, but we know it does not
work in the background. It is no use talking to
unsaved people when we feel like that, because
they know it before we start. It is better not to say
© anything—just set about putting our own house in
order, and fight and fight until it is in order. But
get it in order, and then, without any effort, as you
move out you have a ringing testimony, and if
people say, ‘ Oh, but, you see, it doesn’t work’,
you can say, ‘ Yes, it does work—come and see!’

EVANGELISM NOT AN END IN ITSELF

Yes, God is moving, and we thank Him and
praise Him for all His movements, but they are
only partial, they are not the end. Now evangel-
ism, the preaching of the Gospel, and the saving
of souls, is a mighty thing, We are seeing it in our
days, and we rejoice. Yes, but that has potential-
ities for nothing short of Iragedy, but for the mercy
and grace of the Lord. Why? Because evangelism
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is God’s way of bringing in the material for the
building, that there may be a glorious House—the
Church—Christ in expression, Miss out the
Church, and you are going to get breakdown, or,
at the best, only very partial fruit for the Lord.
Only Christ in full expression provides adequate
pasture ground for souls that are being saved.
When new-born souls come into a living church,
a place where Christ is Head, where the Spirit is
Lord, they grow very quickly. In a very short time
young people come to know the Lord as well as
some who have been on the road for years—per-
haps even better. It is when God has His House
that all this happens.

REVIVAL NOT AN END iIN ITSELF

Now, many people are concerned about revival.
Revival is a stage further than evangelism: it is
nothing less than God breaking right in in power,
so that everything just gives way before the burn-
ing presence of God Himself. And true revival is
a thing that comes to God’s people. There is always
an accompaniment of salvation for others, but it is
primarily a touching of the state of things in the
Church,

I was reading recently of Jonathan Goforth in
Manchuria. In one town, the Spirit of God broke
into a church that was gathered and praying. The
power was so tremendous that one of the elders
got up and confessed to a terrible sin which he had
committed secretly: and it was just as though
everything was smitten, One after another all the
elders got up and resigned. because in that one
moment they knew that they were not fit to be in
any position of responmsibility. And as Jonathan
Goforth: looked round, he found that the deacons
too had stood up and had resigned en bloc, and
then the pastor himself stood up and resigned also.
But it was no cold-blooded resignaiion, They were
just shattered. and they knew they were out of it.
In the presence of the Holy Spirit, those in re-
sponsibility saw that they were not fit for anything
at all. When God turns the light on, in effect every-
body finds they are not fit, that they are utterly un-
suiticld for God in any form. It shows wp the stark
truth,

Revival is a tremendous reality, but revival can
end in tragedy—-that is the point. Without the
House of God as the establishment of everything,
as with evangelism, there will be tragic declension
and backsliding and breakdown, and in a few vears
there may be nothing standing, Why? Because the
only thing that can stand is the House of God. Tt is
the building of Christ, the constituting of Christ In
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lives, to go through with the Cross, which alone is
going to stand,

IDENTIFICATION WITH GOD’S OBIECT

God is set upon His Son being everything in the
saints, Now that is a glorious vision, but are we
personally with Him for its realisation where we
are—that there should be an actual building of the
House of God just where we are? Not the con-
stituting of some little New Testament pattern.
Patterns are useless. You can set up Something
according to a book of words, and it does not work
at all. It must be the reality itself: that is to say, a
spiritual relatedness, wrought by God in some
saints whe have been so broken up that they have
become one.

This is something that Ged is willing to do in
every sitnation where He has placed us. There are
people who say, * There is nothing where I live—it
ts 50 dead. I have to come up to conferences
occasionally to get a breath of fresh air.” God 18
wherever you are, and every one of us should be
standing with the Lord to do the thing in the place
where He has put us, We certainly need the help
of one another ; we may need the help of minisiry ;
but I think we have yet to find out what God is
willing to do in the place He has put us, Some
people have never really travailed in that place.
They have merely endured, and perhaps mur-
mured and grumbled. I believe we have got to
change our tune, and say: ‘ Lord, get through in
this place—build Your Church here!” All Hell
says, ‘It cannot be.” We reply: ‘It can be done.
Now, Lord, we are with You to do it!’

And as sure as God is faithful, He will act. He
will have you in full relatedness to the House of
God. If He is not going to have it where you are,
He may move you to another place ; but the point
is, He will have it somewhere. Once we have seen
what that glorious House is, of which we are a
part in Christ, and we are with Him to make it a
living reality, we lose all our loneliness, because
we become part of one another. We are part of the
building, we are related to the one family, the one
Body, the one House that God is building.

A STIRRED SPIRIT

How is all this to be? In the Old Testament
God’s final movement was to recover His House.
The people were in Babylon, and God stirred up
the spirit of Cyrus and he gave an edict that the
house of God was to be rebuilt at Jerusalem—a
mighty sovereign movement of God ; and then all
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those whose spirit God had stirred began to move
away from Babylon back to Jerusalem (Ezra i. 1,
55 A stirred spirit, That is our first need. We
need a spirit, indeed, of indignation, recognising
that God is not satisfied with things as they are—
that He is only concerned with a spiritual House,
with living stones buili together.

Where were God’s people at that time? They
were in the world, and moreover in Babylon, which
was the wrong realm for God’s people, In Babylon
they had priests and they had elders ; in fact, they
had a whole outfit; buf, you see, it was in the
wrong place. Tt was not in Jerusalem, And then
God’s Spirit moved them, and they left that wrong
ground, left Babylon, and went back to their cities,
back to Jerusalem, back to their true heavenly
ground, Now ‘ Christiamty ’ is the wrong ground.
* Christendom ” is the wrong place. God’s ground
is entirely heavenly. * The Jerusalem that is above
is free, which is our mother ” (Gal. iv. 26). Jeru-
salem means the city of God. That is heavenly
ground. In Christ there is one Body and one Spirit.
We are seated together in the heavenlies in Christ
Jesus. a new realm altogether. Jerusalem typifies
that —a new and a heavenly city where we belong,

And so these people of God—a remmnant, a few
—packed their luggage and moved back to Jeru-
salem. God is wanting with us first of all a stirred
spirit that moves with Him from the wrong realm.

THE ESTABLISHING OF THE PRINCIPLE
OF THE CROSS

Not only did this remnant move, but when they
arrived, we are told, the very first thing that hap-
pened was that the altar was set on its base (Ezra
iii. 3). Before they had a house, before they had a.
building, they set up an altar; and on that altar
they offered the continual burnt-offering morning
and evening, they had the set feasts of the Lord.
You say, ‘- But how strange to do all that before
there was a house!” Not at all. The first principle
that has to be established is the prinicple of the
Cross. The Cross is the way to everything else. We
are told that “ the foundation of the house of the
Lord was not yet laid ” (vs. 6). Before God builds
at all, the Cross must be everything, At the Cross
every element of what we are naturally has to be
ruled out. The Cross is the very basis of the
Church. The Cross is where the ground is cleared
for God to build what is of Himself.

THE FOUNDATION OF THE BUILDING

And then, finally, we read that the foundation
was laid, and there was great rejoicing. What is
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Now, these Thessalonians, if you read the little
letter again, knew something of adversity. * You
received the word in much affliction ’, the Apostle
says. They knew ostracism, they knew persecu-
tion, they knew what it was to be frustrated in
business transactions because they had become
Christians, They knew physical suffering and tem-
poral suffering, but they went on. They were
examples, Why? Simply because they knew—The
Lord is coming! *“To wait for his Son from
heaven ” was something settled right in their very
foundations,

FAITH IN CHRIST RAISED FROM THE
DEAD

And thirdly—* his Son from heaven, whom he
raised from the dead . What did that mean for
them? The only Cne, after all, who can raise the
dead is God, Now if God, who alone can do h,
raised Jesus from the dead, that implies—nay, that
declares and attests—that the purpose for which
He died has been accomplished. Jesus died. Why
did He die? In His death He accomplished a per-
fect salvation, a perfect redemption. He died to
deal with the whole sin question, the whole guest-
ion of condemnation. It was a finished work, and
God, who would never have raised from the dead
otherwise, raised Him, and in so doing attested the
work for which He died as being a completed and
perfected thing.

Now the Thessalonians saw that, We know that
from Paul’s teaching. ‘ He raised Him from the
dead’. Therefore the whole sin question is a set-
tled thing: forgiveness is secured, salvation is es-
tablished, God is satisfied. Oh, that we got that
into our foundations! The thing that we are con-
stantly up against in Christian lives is condemna-
tion, accusation—this undermining of the funda-
mental fact that God is satisfied is Christ for us.
There is no meaning in justification by faith if that
is not what it means. We make mistakes, it is true,
we blunder, we default, we err, we sin. Then all
the forces of Hell rush in, with their ever-deter-
minate purpose, to say that Christ’s death was
uaavailing, 1t has not accomplished the work that
is claimed for it, you are still a sinner under
condemnation,

What awful devastation these evil forces make
when we let them have ground. What is the result?
Ours is a very jerky kind of Christian life. We go
on for a little while perhaps fairly well, and then

down we go. We come up and go on. A liitle

further on. down we go again under some further
condemnation, because of some fault, real or
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imaginary. We make ourselves the playground of
the Pevil, Now the settling of all this is right in the
very foundation of our Christian life: that Jesus
was raised from the dead by God as the universal
declaration that this whole matter of sin and con-
demnation has been settled in His Cross. Until
you have got that, you will never go on steadily
and become exemplary, and those who are con-
cerned for you will not be able to lock at you and
say, " Thank God for them’. But even there, if you
have been like that, do not let what I have said
become the very occasion of condemnation. If you
have been like that, get out of it. God has not only
raised Him from the dead, but also. says the
Apostle, “raised us up with him ” (Eph. ii, 6).
Therefore we have no right to be down. Don’t you
argue with the Devil or let him talk to you. Our
place is up there, because God has set His seal
to the mighty death of Jesus Christ. No wonder
there can be such Christians as these Thessalon-
ians, if there is a foundation like that,

DELIVERED FROM THE WRATH
TO COME

And then finally, “ whom he raised from the
dead, even Jesus, who delivereth us from the
wrath to come”, Now here, a shadow steals in,
a shadow we do not like even to take account of ;
but we sheuld be unfaithful if we did not look at
this other side, this dark side, and face it fairly and
squarely. For the Word of God declares again
and again that wrath is coming: there is a day of
wrath, what Paul here calls “ the coming wrath ™ ;
something quite precise, quite definite. It is the
coming wrath. There is a thing which is on its
way, and that is what is called “wrath”. It is
something clearly defined, clear-cut, setiled, un-
avoidable. It is coming, and it cannot be escaped,
except by one way,

Let us look into this. What is that day for?
Why does it exist? Why has it been appointed and
settled and defined? Let us be clear as to one
thing. It was never, never appointed for man, It
was appointed for Satan and his whole kingdom.
After all, in this universe there are only two gods.
The one may have mbhny representations, in the
countless forms of idol worship, but back of
them all there is only one person: it is Satan, and
Satan’s object from the beginning has been to dis-
place God in the worship of man, to set God’s Son
aside, put him out of His place. Satan’s determina-
tion is to be in the place of God.

Now, the number of those in this world who
would deliberately claim to be Satan-worshippers
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is probably comparatively small. But it does not
matter how we pat it, There are two gods, there
are two objects of worship, one of which is receiv-
ing the  worth-ship * of our lives. One of them is
this rival to God, who would take God’s place,
who would supplant the place of God’s Son, Jesus
Christ, as Lord. He has many, many subtle and
beautiful ways as well as many awful ways. Satan’s
first way is always the beautiful—do not forget
that. He was more beautiful than all the creatures
that God had created (Ezek. xxviii. 12-135).
“Even Satan”, says the Apostle, “fashioneth him-
self into an angel of light ” (II Cor, xi, 14}, That
is how he comes to capture God’s place, It is
hardly believable, but he does. Satan does not
come in the first place in the traditional form,
with the tail and horns and pitchfork, and horrible
leer, and belching fire. He can get your life very
much more easily and quickly by offering you his
baits—prizes in this world, and so on, as substi-
tutes for Jesus Christ. If you repudiate him, if you
do not take that way, then he will try to force him-
self upon you by cruelty and destroy you.

Now, for that one, be he the horned, tailed mon-
ster, the awful dragon, or be he the angel of light
he is the same being, the same person—for him,
and for all his hosts who are with him in his foul
work, God has stored up wrath, the day of wrath.
If that one is receiving our * worth-ship* and not
God, then the day of wrath will find us, will in-
clude us. That is the terror of the Gospel. God
never meant it for us. For this is the wonderful,
wonderful fact: that every man, woman and child
in God’s creation is redeemed—not has got to be
redeemed, but is redeemed. You are redeemed.
You may not have accepted your redemption, you
may not have entered inte the blessings of your
redemption ; but Christ’s work on the Cross was
for all men, His redemption was for all. God has
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not got to redeem you, He has not got to do any-
thing more for your redemption ; He has done it
all and offered it to you. But if you spurn it, do
not accept it, refuse what God has done, you are
tacitly taking sides with the other one, you are
involved with him and with his object of not giv-
ing God his place. And so the day of wrath will
overltake us—not only Satan and his angels, but
us—unless we have come to this One, Jesus, God’s
Son, “ who delivereth us from the wrath to come ™,

These Thessalonians were delivered from all
fear of the future, all dread of the day of wrath.
Those terrors had no meaning for them, Their
faith in Jesus Christ meant complete deliverance
from anything like that in the future. No day of
wrath for them! All wrath, all judgment, all con-
demnation, all death, all punishment had been
emptied out for them on God’s Son, and they had
come to accept that, They were free people, They
did not dread the future, they did not fear the
afterward. Upon their horizon there was no dark
cloud of coming judgment. “ Jesns, who deliver-
eth us from the wrath to come.”

If we can get settled on these four things, we
shall have a very sound foundation, and, blessed
be God. we shall have a very exemplary Christian
life. It remaians for us to decide where we are. No
child of God, however advanced they may be,
should be displeased at having had this brought
before them. All the way along we need to see ex-
actly where we stand: what is our position and
what is outr hope, and to keep it always in view.
For any who do not know the Lord, it is an im-
mense challenge, with immense consequenees in-
volved. The Lord help us to do what the Thessa-
lonians did: ‘turn to God’ ... “to wait for his
Son . .. whom he raised from the dead . . . who
delivereth us from the wrath to come.”

- T. A-S.

FOR BOYS AND GIRLS
FINDING HIS WINGS

THE trouble with him was thal he had no faith.
There he stood, perched on the edge of his neat
little nest, a puzzled and scared baby humming-
bird who dared not trust his wings, It was the
moment for which everything had been waiting ;
his brother had just lown down to a nearby bush
and was proudly aware of the fact that he had
made his first flight ; their beautiful and busy little
mother was fluttering around, calling to him to
spread his wings and take the plunge, He knew
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that he ought to; he knew that others had done
it guite safely ; but he just couldn’t pluck up the
courage to follow. The world around seemed so
big, and he felt so very small and weak.

[t was a pity to fail his mother after all the
trouble she had taken. Flying to and fro with little
wisps 'and threads, weaving and packing them fo-
gether as she hovered around like a helicopter, as
only humming-birds can, she had built the most
irim and compact little nest you ever saw. It had
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been carefully planned, too, for it was placed so
that a few leaves on the branch above acted like
an umbrella to keep off the rain,

The next thing she did was to lay the two eggs
and then sit patiently on them to keep them warm,
till in due time they were hatched and the broken
pieces of shell on the ground showed that two baby
humming-birds were snuggled together in their safe
little home. Then began the constant search for
food, as she flew backwards and forwards to find
tiny insects and drop them into those two open
litile beaks which were always crying out to be fed.
Fed they were, thanks to the brave little mother,
so that the baby birds began to get bigger and to
grow their feathers, getting nearer and nearer to
the day when they were to find their wings and fly
from the nest. That day had now come, and all
was now ready. The young bird had his wings
all that was needed was that he should spreagd them
and jump out into the air. His mother urged him
to try—just to try—but he couldn’t ; it was sad to
fail her after all her love and care. buf he just
couldn’t.

It was at this point that a noisy bumble-bee came .

zooming idly around. It had nowhere speciat to go,
and it had never done anybody any harm, but to
the young humming-bird, looking out for the first
time on the great world around, it must have
seemed like some angry enemy coming to attack
him. He turned his head in alarm, swaying to and
fro dizzily on the edge of his nest, while all the
time the buzzing grew louder and louder. He had
been afraid to fly, but he was still more afraid of
this strange foe. It seemed to be coming straight
for him, so with one despairing lurch he toppled
off the tree, flapping his little wings as hard as he
could, and finally came to rest on the ground, some

NEW LITERATURE

distance away, breathless and frightened but quite
unhurt,

1 know all this because I saw it happen, and I
walked over to pick the little fellow up and put
him back in his nest where he seemed safer. But
did he stay? Not he! He had found his wings at
last, and was soon off again to join his brother and
the proud and happy mother bird.

God provided the little bird with wings, but he
was afraid to trust thewin, He heard his mother’s
calls to follow her and he saw his brother take the
plunge, but he was still afraid, What a good thing
it was, in a way, that the bumble-bee happened
to come along and make him feel that he just must
use his wings, for when he did so all was well.

Many boys and girls are like the little bird. They
have been told about the Lord Jesus by their
parents or others, who are doing their best to urge
them to trust Him for themselves ; they see others
doing so, and yet they are still wondering and wait-
ing, afraid to spread the wings of faith and commit
their lives to the Lord.

That is why God sometimes allows difficulties
or trials to come into their lives. He is a God of
love and would do nothing to harm them, but per-
haps they need something severe to shake them
off their perch of unbelief or unwillingness to trust
Him. The bumble-bee came just at the right time,
for it made the little bird 1rust to his wings and
launch out in faith. It may be that the Lord is hav-
ing to use hard things to urge us to trust In Him.
Fears, sorrows or disappointments come to us, not
because He has forgotten us, but as His means of
helping us to spread the wings of faith and commit
dur whole lives in a new way to the Lord Jesus. It
was Jesus Himself who said, “ Fear not: only
believe ™ (Luke 3. 50).

H F.
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THIS MINISTRY

THE OBJECT OF THE MINISTRY of
this little paper, issued bi-monthly. s to contribute
to the Divine end which is presented in the words

- of Ephesians iv, 13— __till we all attain unto the

unity of the faith. and of the knowledge (literally
-—full knowledye) of the Son of God, unte a full-
grown man, unto the measure of the stature of
the fulness of Christ: that we be no longer
children . ., ”

It is not comnected with any °*Movement '
* Organization’, “ Mission” or separate body of
Christians, but is just a ministry to * all saints ™ Itg
going forth is with the prayer and hope that it will
so result in a fuller measure of Christ, a richer and
higher level of spiritual life, that, while bringing
the Church of God into a growing approximation
to His revealed will as to its * attainment ’, it may
be better qualified to be used of Him in testimony
in the nations, and to the completing of its own
number by the salvation of those yet to be added
by the Lord.

This ministry is maintained by the Lord through
the stewardship of those who value it. There is no
* subscription *, but gifts can be sent to the Editor,
*A Witness and A Testimony’, 13, Honor QOak
Road. Forest Hill. London, §. E. 23, England. All
cheques should bg made payable to * Witness and
Tesumony Afc’, The paper is sent only to those
who personally desire it, and we count on friends
o advise us if this is no longer the case. or if they
change their address.

‘ Personal* letters should be addressed to
Mr. T, AUSTIN-SPARKS.




Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 33 - Searchable

!

\W// [TESTIMONY

“

SEPTEMBER — OCTOBER, 1955, VYol 33. No. 5.
CONTENTS

THE SPIRITUAL MEANING OF SERVICE (1v) ... 97 | THE LORDSHIP OF CHRIST ... ... 111

PRAYING IN THE HOLY SPIRIT ... 101 | THE ABIDING MESSAGE OF PAUL’S

THE MAN GOD} HAS ORDAINED (VI[) ... ... 105 LETTER TO THE GALATIANS . 115

FOR BOYS AND GIRLS ... 110

THE SPIRITUAL MEANING OF SERVICE
iV. THE BLUE OF HEAVEN

I would ask you to turn to God’s picture book, of mentality which just must have pictures and
the Old Testament, in two places: illustrations and figures of speech, and turned it to
“ And thou shalt make the robe of the ephod all YELY great account in setting forth the eternal reali-
of blue” (Exodus xxviii. 31). ties which are the interpretation of them. So we
v . . have in the Old Testament a great number of

Speak unto the children of Israel, and bid them things—names, people, places, colours, and so on

that they make them f ringgs in the b_orders of their —all used to illustrate some Divine, eternal truth ;
garments throughou{ their generations, and that and, in the midst of that galaxy of symbolism, we
they put upon the fringe of each border a cord of  find this one, in its two aspects, “ And thou shalt

blue” (Numbers xv. 38). make . . . the ephod all of blue ” (the ephod was
Now let us turn over to that part of the Word the high priest’s main garment); and then: ‘Speak
of which those passages are the illustrations. to the children of Israel, that throughout their

“ Having then a great high priest, who hath generations they make them ,frmges upon their
passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, garments, and a cord of blue” L
let us hold fast our confession. For we have not a 50 that here you have a reflection, in every indi-
high priest that cannot be touched with the feeling ~vidual comprising the people of God, of what was
of our infirmities ; but one that hath been in ail true of the high priest’s main garment, You look
points tempted like as we are, yet without sin” at his robe, the robe of the ephod, as it is called,
(Hebrews iv. 14, 15). and you see that it is of blue throughout, and you
“ look at every man, woman and child of the people
of God, and you find they all have as it were a bit
of the priest’s robe somewhere on their garment. It
all corresponds,

. . else must he often have suffered since the
foundation of the world : but. now once at the end
of the ages hath he been manifested to put away
sin by the sacrifice of himself ” (Hebrews ix. 26).

1 referred to the Old Testament as ‘ God’s pic- BLUE A SYMBOL OF HEAVEN
ture book °, for indeed it is full of pictures, illus-
trations, representations of all kinds, of Divine, Now, blue has quite a large place in the Old

spiritual, heavenly realities. The illustrations pass, Testament. Blue is a symbol of that which belongs
but that which they illustrate remains. God took to Heaven. There are two or three places where
hold of the picturesque Criental mind, that kind that is made quite clear. For instance, in Exodus

97
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world—-upon which our hearts are mainly set; if
we have sectarian interests: very well, we shall
not be one, We are one by this all-captivating
passion—Jesus Christ,

And that springs up Immediately this great
thing happens in us. Is it not true, that as soon as
we receive the Lord Jesus in virtue of His saving
work for us, immediately we want to tell people
about Him, we want to talk about Jesus Christ?
You cannot keep us quiet on this matter. We must
be talking abaut Christ. He has become the one
all-absorbing interest for us, in our very being. It
comes out in business, it comes owt in our social
circle, it comes out everywhere: we are miserable
if we cannot talk about Jesus Christ, if there is no
place for Him, That is our unity, a unity of interest.

Now I go back where we began. Do you belong
to the people of God? Have you received this
Divine [ife? Do you know harmony with Heaven,
or do you go on hoping, maybe praying, maybe
longing, but . . . you are not sure? Heaven is some-
thing that makes you long, but you do not know.
I want to say to anyone who has not peace with
God, who has not perfect assurance that it is well
between themselves and Him, that God has no-
thing more to do to provide you with the ground
for it. God has done everything—everything that
God Almighty could do—to bring you into that
blessed experience of peace with Himself, har-
mony with Heaven ; to give you another life than
the one that you have, as a power drawing you up-
ward, drawing you onward, giving you a great
motive, a great interest, altogether beyond this
poor world, Here it is all available,

What then? It rests with you. You have not got
to work for it, or work it out ; you have not got to

SEPTEMBER — OCTOBER, 1955,

try and fit yourself for it, by irying to be better
than you are. You are only prolonging the misery
if you say, *Oh, it is not for me, I am not good
enough for that” What about Israel—what kind
of people were they, as to themselves? Well, the
Bible story of Israel is not a very pleasant one, as
to the people, but I believe it was written for the
very purpose of showing up what kind of people
they were, If ever there was a difficult people on
this earth, it was Israel! Yet that did not prevent
them from coming into what God had provided
for them. It is not what we are—goed, bad or in-
different, God will no more accept the good person
than the bad person. God is not waiting for you
to change anything in your manner of life, Every-
thing hag been done in Christ, and all He says now
is: ‘Look, I have made a full provision—I ask
nothing from you but that you believe it and ac-
cept it, Recognise your need, bow before Me, and
say: “ 1 am one in need: You have the provision.
By faith I receive all Your provision in Christ.”’

Does that sound far too easy and too simple?
If it does, remember that, while we get it so simp-
ly, like that, it cost God and His Son infinitely to
provide tt. The greatest suffering and sacrifice that
this universe has ever witnessed was the cost of
your salvation and mine, If we say, * Only believe
and receive by faith °, that does not mean that it is
cheap. Tt is very, very costly to God. But He waits
for you. You think you are waiting for something
——perhaps for Him, or for a change in yourself.
You will wait. God has done it all. Christ is now
in Heaven, the seal of the fact that the work on
earth for men is done, In the words of the great
Apostle: * We beseech you on behalf of Christ,
be ye reconciled to God ™ (I1 Cor, v. 20).

T. A-S.

PRAYING IN THE HOLY SPIRIT

Reading : Acts iv. 23 - 31.

*“ Ask of me, and I will give thee the nations for
thine inheritance, and the uttermost paris of the
earth for thy possession’ (Psalm ii. 8).

[ X3

I will build my church ”. While still here on
earth the Lord Jesus made this positive promise to
His disciples, and at the same time threw down a
definite challenge to all His enemies. We must re-
member that, while apostles and prophets were
taken up and used by the Lord for the fulfilment
of this work, it is supremely He Himself, and in a
sense He alone, who is the great Church Builder.
So this book, which is mow called the Acts of the

B 101

Apostles, is really the account of how the Lord
Jesus set about this great task. It is an interesting
and most profitable study to read the carly chap-
ters of the book with this thought in mind. How
did the Lord Jesus proceed with His work of build-
ing His Church? The various happenings are full
of instruction, and none more so than this first
account of a church prayer meeting, If we regard
these first events as setting forth spiritual princi-
ples, we must be impressed with the importance
of united prayer. That in itself is worthy of great
emphasis. The Lord seems to need such prayer if
He is to build His Church. In this case we are
given the theme or essential appeal of the united
prayer, and it is most significant,
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stances to enter into the experiences of which they
spoke. They were not merely discussing the fight ;
they were in it. To them it was no mere theory,
for some of their own number had already been
involved in the conflict, and the shadow of it hung
over them all. For them Psalm ii was not just sub-
ject matter for a Bible study, but God’s own ex-
planation of what was happening to them. Realis-
ing this, they sought by faith to step right into the
reality of the psalm, believing that for them also
there was the Divine invitation to ask big things
in prayer—to ask, and to expect the answer. We
know that the Father issued this invitation because
He was already determined to give to His Son “ the
uttermost parts of the earth ” for His possession.
He waated the request, for He wanted to respond
to it. Similarty He wanted the Church to pray, in
spite of the limitations and threats which sur-
rounded it: He wanted it to pray because He
wanted to give the answer,

The rest of the book of the Acts is the unfold-
ing story of how wonderfully God answered that
one united Church prayer. He did not give them
much respite from trial and persecution. They had
not asked for that anyhow. He did not at that time
show them how their prayer would be fulfilled,
for, so far as information or ability to plan were
concerned, they were no wiser after they had
prayed it. But He gave them what they asked for,
and kept giving it so long as they were ready to
receive: grace fto maintain their witness in
strength, and signs, in the form of transformed
lives, to substantiate that witness,

This grent Church prayer-meeting was sealed in
the one way which really matters—they had
Heaven’s * Amen!® Whether the men who actually
voiced the prayer were conscious of the Church’s
Amen we do not know. That is good. It is good,
when you are praying, to find a response among
the rest, to know that you have people backing yon
up, that your petitions are not just your own
wishes or attempts to tell others how you feel or
what you think, but a real expression of the Spirit’s
desire in every heart, Corporate prayer should be
truly united prayer. There is great valye in the
Church’s Amen. How mmch more important it is,
though, to have an Amen from Heaven. That is
what happened on this occasion. They were left
in no doubt as to whether they had asked aright,
or ag to whether the Father intended to answer the
prayer, God shook the place. He filled them all
with the Holy Spirit. In this way He seemed to
give them a miraculous intimation that the power
of Heaven was available for the answer of that
prayer, and that in praying it they had cone so

SEPTEMBER — OCTOBER, 1955.

into line with the Spirit’s purpose that He could
commit Himself to them in a new fulness. Is not
this the great need of the Church of our day? To
pray in faith: to pray for the one great purpose of
the Father’s heart: to come right into line with
the Spirit—to pray in the Holy Spirit. Such prayer,
even if it may sound simple, will surely bring a
mighty Amen from Heaven.

PRACTICAL RESULTS FROM PRAYER

In some ways it was a simple prayer-—at least
there was nothing complicated in its terms or
phrases: yet it dealt with the most important
issue of the ages, the full inheritance of Christ in
the lives of men, There was nothing vague or un-
practical about it, nothing of mere ideas or theo-
ries, In the first place it dealt with their own sphere

" of witness—" im: this city ”. It is sometimes easier

to pray for the uttermost parts of the earth than
it is to take responsibility for our actuwal present
location. “ In this city ” the battle is on, and “in
this city ” we may expect to see God apswering
His enemies and glorifying His Son, There are too
many theorists among Chtistians to-day, too many
whose talk or teaching or prayers seem so remote
from what is happening in their own circum-
stances. There is nothing vague or theoretical
about Satan. He knows what he is out to do—to
rob Christ of His full place in the lives of men.
He comes right into the midst of any situation
where there seems the slightest possibility of an
increase of glory for God’s Son, and uses all his
resources to prevent it. We must be equally prac-
tical, and believe that God is willing to come right
into any such situation and show the superiority of
His resources to secure the inheritance for His
Son.

While they were ready to give their testimony
and fearlessly to obey their Lord, they knew very
well that if the Church was to be built He must do
it. It would be futile, and worse, for them to get
busy trying to build it for Him. And, as events
were to prove, the Risen Lord kept things very
much in His own hands. He showed His servants
what He intended to do, but He did not leave thein
to take the initiative, In those days the initiative
was with the Holy Spirit, while the apostles and
glt}lers had all that they could do to keep up with

im,

Take the matter of the spread of the Gospel to
Samaria, Stephen seems to have been the ome
clearly to perceive and as clearly to proclaim
the universal power of the Gospel of Christ,
vet the apostles did not and he could not
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take any action to spread it even to Samaria, It
was when Philip was forced to flee from persecu-
tion and sought safety in Samaria that he found
how wonderfully the Holy Spirit was ready to seal
his testimony. The first advance of the Church
was not planned or initiated by men ; it was alto-
gether a work of the Risen Christ, though Philip
had a vifal part to play by his preaching. Peter
and John came down from Jerusalem not to found
a church, but to recognise that the Lord had
already founded one. Their prayer was being
answered.

The next great geographical advance was pre-
ceded by the vision given to Peter, and by the
mighty seal of the Spirit on his message in the
house of Cornelius, But although he, and subse-
quently the remainder of those at Jerusalem, now
accepted in principle that the Gentiles had an
equal place in the Church with them, it was not
through them at all that the church at Antioch
came into being. This was another sovereign act
of the Risen Lord, similar to that done through
Philip at Samaria, but on a bigger scale and
through the agency of unnamed disciples. “ Ask of
me ”: “ Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria,
and unto the uttermost parts of the earth ™ {Acts
i. 8). And so the story goes on, showing how
wonderfully these men were caught up in a stream
of Divine activity—an activity which seems to
have taken on a new impetus as a result of the
Holy Ghost prayer-meeting at Jerusalem.

BELIEVING PRAYER

There was no strain or panic in their praying,
no perplexity about their own sufferings, no hidden
fear that perhaps Satan might prove too much for
the Lord. They made it clear that the Lord who
began time with the whole world in His hand had
not relinquished His grip, for at Calvary He had
given an up-to-date proof of His complete sov-
ereignty, forcing all the efforts of His enemies to
fulfil that which He had already planned should
happen. That is the One to whom we pray. They
did not pray as to One who was far away: on
resurrection ground they were very near to Him,
and He was near 1o them. * And now, Lord ”, they
said, “look upon their threatenings "—just as
though they felt the Lord was just behind them, as
it were looking over their shoulder to see what it
was all about, When they asked Him to work, they
did not describe it as the reaching out of His arm,
but only as the stretching forth of His hand, He
was as near as that, What great blessedness it is, to
be aware that we are in vital touch with Heaven,

not appealing to God from a distance, but know-
ing Him to be close at hand!

UNITED PRAYER

The Father’s offer to fulfil the Son’s request was
made, as we have seen, on resurrection ground, It
is only on that grouad that the Church can pray
in the Holy Spirit, for under no other conditions
is it possible for there to be true unity. When this
people prayed, they did so by ‘lifting up their
voice t0 God with one accord’, and when they
had finished praying “ the multitude of them that
believed were of one heart and soul: and not one
of them said that aught of the things which he
possessed was his own; but they had all things
common ™ (iv. 32), They were united in prayer
because they were united in life, We do not get
unity in prayer by praying for it; sometimes we
ordy exaggerate or aggravate disunity if we are
always telling the Lord about it. What produced
this marvellous unity of spirit? Surely it was that
on resurrection ground they had forsaken aii that
was personal or natural, to concentrate on the one
supreme issue of the glory of the Son of God.

We read nothing of attempts on thehr part to
produce unity, nothing of mutual confessions or
apologies, of adjustments or concessions one to
another. The secret of their one accord seems to
have been the objective which they all had in view,
the same objective as that which the Spirit Him-
self maintains, which is the absclute sovereignty
of God’s Son, without any qualifications or reserva-
tions. They had just seen five thousand men turn
te Christ. Though this was very wonderful they
could not be satisfied, for there were farther ranges
into which His sovereignty must penetrate ; they
could never rest, nor allow the Lord to rest, until
the “ uttermost parts ” had become His possess-
ions. There are still more to be won to the Sav-
iour. And in the lives of those who are His, so often
there are still * uttermost parts ” which have not
been fully subdued to Him. God’s decree is that
His Son should be enthroned—enthroned in lives,
enthroned in homes, enthroned in local churches,
enthroned in His Church everywhere. One has the
impression that this was the only thing which
mattered to these men who were praying. That
was why they were praying in the Holy Spirit, and
that was why Heaven was moved in answer to
their prayer.

This, then, is one of the fundamental features
of true Church building: the united prayer of faith
of men who are on resurrection ground. Utterly
unconscious of self, not caring what happened to
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them, seeking only the mmheritance of God’s Son,
praying in the Holy Spirit, they were building
themselves up even as they prayed, and they were
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reaching far beyond themselves, sharing with their
Lord in the great work of building the ChurchF
H.F.

THE MAN GOD HAS ORDAINED

VIL

“ And I saw the holy city, new lerusalem, coming
down out of heaven from God, made ready as a
bride adorned for her husband ” (Rev, xxi. 2).

“ Let us rejoice and be exceeding glad, and let us
give the glory unto him : for the marriage of the
Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself
ready, And it was given unto her that she should
array herself in fine linen, bright and pure: for
the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints.
And he saith unto me, Write, Blessed are they that
are bidden to the marriage supper of the Lamb™
(Rev, xix. 7-9).

“The Spirit and the bride say, Come” (Rev.
xxii. 17).

*“ Christ also is the head of the church, being him-
self the saviour of the body . . . the church is sub-
fect to Christ . . . Christ also loved the church, and
gave himself up for it ; that he might sanctify it,
having cleansed it by the washing of water with
the word, that he might present the church to him-
self a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle
or any such thing ; but that it should be holy and
without blemish . . . we are members of his body.
For this cause shall a man leave his father and
mother, and shall cleave to his wife ; and the two
shall become one flesh. This mystery is great : but
I speak in regard of Christ and of the church”
(Eph. v. 23, 25 - 27, 30 - 32),

IT would be good for us, as we approach this
subject, to do a little forgetting: to forget, for the
time being, any theories that we may have heard
or accepted under the designation of the bride of
Christ. There are crystallized theories on this
matter. There are those who believe the bride is
Israel. There are others who believe that the
Church is not the bride and the bride is not the
Church—they are two distinct and different enti-
ties ; and so on. Will you kindly order them out for
the time being—not in order to accept a new
theory, but in order to be open for anything that
the Lord may have to say at this time. Please give
the Lord the benefit of an open heart and mind.

It would also be good for us to try to get away

THE BRIDE

from the symbolism of this book of the Revela-
tion: a very difficult thing to do, because it is a
book that is just full of symbols and symbolisms.
But let us try to forget the symbols—even the
symbol of the bride, in that actual word—and let
us seek earnestly to get to the meaning. It is easy
to be so occupied with the symbol that we miss
the meaning.

THREE MAIN MINISTRIES IN THE
NEW TESTAMENT

To begin with, let me remind you that in the
New Testament there are three main phases, or
miristries,

There is the phase of what we may call initia-
tion : that is, the gathering of the material for the
House of God. That is a very prominent phase in
the book of the Acts—the reaching out to, and
laying hold of, those who are to compose and
constitute the Church.

Then there is the second phase or ministry of
the building of that material: the building up, to
nse Paul’s phrase, of the Body of Christ ; and that
is wrapped up with Paul’s letters—the teaching
ministry which follows the gathering, The building
up proceeds after the material has been secured
and as it is being brought in.

But then there is a third phase, a third ministry,
It is that which comes in with the last parts of the
New Testament, and mainly through the ministry
of John—though not altogether, for Jude was en-
gaged in this, and James to some extent; but main-
Iy in John's letters, and pre-eminently in the book
of the Revelation—the ministry of measuring up,
measyring up to all that has been given ; a re-call
ministry, where there has been loss, falling away,
departure, declension ; and a ministry of judgment
—judgment not in the sense of passing judgment
only, but judgment in the sense of making clear
where things have gone wrong, and warning con-
cerning the delinquent state,

These, then, are the three phases of the ministry
of the New Testament, and there is the sovereignty
of the Lord marking each one of them.
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the last thing in the book is: “ The Spirit and the
bride say, Come.” Everything between, so far as
the people of God are concerned, is the Spirit’s
mighty working to secure this bride for the Son.
In that last word, whiclr we shall consider later,
is found the great joy of the Spirit at the end. * All
is ready for you! The work is done ; the object is
secured. Come)’

CHRIST'S LOVE, AND
GIVING OF HIMSELF, FOR THE CHURCH

This object is found in a specific way in the
Cross of the Lord Jesus. The Cross of the Lord
Jesus is a very comprehensive thing and has many
sides in its value and function, It has to do with
sin, sin’s judgment, sin’s remission. It has to do
with death and death’s annihilation for the Church.
It has to do with Satan, the prince of the world,
and his casting out. It has to do with redemption,
atonement, jusiification, and all sides of salvation,
They are all in the Cross. Then the Apostle put
his finger upon a specific meaning of the Cross
when he said: “ Christ loved the church and gave
himself for it”. When Christ went to the Cross,
while all these other things were being effected
and were included, this central thing was being
secured. He gave Himself for the Church.

This throws us back to sbme of His own para-
bles, We recall the parable of the treasure in the
field, when the whole field was purchased to
secure that treasure, Or we think of the parable
of the pearl of great price, and the merchant who
makes everything that he has subservient to secur-
ing that pearl. I once went through the narrow
streets of Basrah, on the Persian Gulf, looking
into the shops of the pearl merchants, and I saw
there, behind glass and bars, some wonderful,
marvellous pearls. T was fascinated with them,
And from those narrow streets you could look
away to the sea, and see the pearl fishers at work
in their frail vessels—perilous work, costly work,
Then a pearl merchant from Basrah came and
travelled with me the rest of the journey to India.
He was a solemn man, and you should have seen
how he watched over and guarded his box contain-
ing the pearls, It was a reinforced box, with two
heavy padlocks, and it was never out of his sight
—never even out of his hands. He arrived at the
other end, and the Custoris wanted to have a look
—but oh, the concern of this man, all the time
watching, alert, to see if anybody else was looking:
A pearl represented his very life, his subsistence.
All his being was concentrated into the pearl-—it
was everything to him.
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And as I saw it and noted it, how I was taken
back to this parable. That is what the Lord knew.
We shall come back to that presently, A “ pearl
of great price ”: this is a figure of His Church,
this is a figure of His bride—the Church in the
terms of a bride. “ Great price ”: He gave Him-
self ; the Cross and all that that Cross meant was
centred in the pearl, was centred in the bride.
* Christ . . . loved the church, and gave himself
up for it™,

Again, we said that this is the primary interest
of the Holy Spirit ; that, in this dispensation, this
is the one thing that the Holy Spirit is after, By
every method, by every means, along every line,
through every ministry, the end that He has in
view is the securing of this bride. Would that all
the Lord’s servants would keep that aiways before
them-—that the end is not just to get individunals
saved, important as that is ; the end is not just to
have so many Christians in the world, important
as that is. The end is a corporate vessel called * the
bride ”, The Holy Spirit is dominated by that, He
is governed by that in all His activities,

We said, too, that the bride is the consummate,
the uitimate, full embodiment of the eternal coun-
sels and purposes of God concerning His Son, This
reaches right back to the past eternity into those
counsels of the Godhead. God determined every-
thing concerning His Son, in His Son, for His Son:
everything was for the Son ; and at the heart of
everything is the bride, the Church, His chosen
bride, the clect.

THE LORD’S QUEST FOR
BRIDAL CHARACTERISTICS

We come now to this second phase. All the
judgments ahd dealings of the Lord with His
pecple are governed by this object. This is the
object of the Lord’s dealings with us—with the
Church, with the churches, with individnals—and
we must view these messages to the churches in
the book of the Revelation in the light of the bride.
What is it that this Lord, the Bridegroom, this
Son of man, is seeking? What is it that He has in
His mind in these messages to the churches? He
is after bridal characteristics. So He sits and
summarises, There are many things which He
commends. These are features of the bride. “1
know thy works "—all right, quite good; “thy
labours "—all right; * thy patience ™, yes, very
good ; ‘thy conscientiousness '—“ thou didst try
them that call themselves apostles, and they are
not ”—' you have a sense of right and wrong, con-
scientiousness —yes, very good, the bride must
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us all, not merely upon some called * overcomers ’,
a ‘bride’, ©first-fruits’, and so on. This is the
Church in view. There may be those who move
ahead of others, who go on more rapidly than
others, who satisfy the Lord more quickly than
others ; the others may lag behind and come on
afterward ; but whether all attain unto the same
glory or not, this is what we are all called to.
None of us is excused by any provision made by
the Lord. The Lord has not got pigeon-holes all
ready fixed, saying, ‘ We put first-class Christians
in there and second-class Christians in there, and
provide for them accordingly.” He has only one
pigeon-hole in view. If you do not come into it
He has not provided a place for you anywhere
else, and He has told you that yon will lose very
much. It is a very serious thing not to answer to
Him in the primary way.

THE BRIDE, THE WIFE OF THE LAMB

“The bride, the Lamb’s wife.” Do not ask the
mechanical question, Who will be in the bridal
party? Who will comprise the bride? There again
you are mentally dividing things up. I can tell you
at once who will be the bride. Not a certain num-
ber of people who are called to be the bride, as
different from others, but ihose who come to the
bridal position spiritually. They will be the bride,
and that is open to everyone. The bride is not a
technical term belonging to a eertain class, order
and section of Christians. It is a spiritual term
belonging to a condition, a spiritual state.

“The bride, the Lamb’s wife 7, is the term here.
“ The Lamb’s wife "—what does that mean? The
Lamb was one who suffered in meekness. “ As a
lamb that is led to the slaughter, and as a sheep
that before her shearers is dumb, so he opened
not his mouth ” (Is. liii. 7). The Lamb went that
way: the bride will know the fellowship of His
sufferings, and must be of the same spirit of meek-
ness. No standing for her own rights, upon her
own dignity, asserting her own interests, but letting
go to the Lord, in self-emptying and meekness.
That is the Lamb, and that is the bride, the Lamb’s
wife, taking her character from Him.

THE LAMB
IN THE MIDBST OF THE THRONE

Ah, but there is the other side. There is a Lamb
in the midst of the throne, There is the wrath of
the Lamb—the Lamb shall make war. The mighty
“beast ” rears himself—what a terrific force is
represented by the “ beast” here, He is let loose
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in all his ferocity and malignity and evil and
mighty power. And then the Lamb makes war and
smashes the beast, destroys him. The Lamb does
it. There is a mighty power bound up in this weak-
ness. Oh, we have not yet learned the strength of
weakness, the strength of emptiness, which means
that there is nothing in ourselves but everything in
the Lord. When the Lord gets people there, the
enemy is afraid ; something is going to happen.
We can never overcome the enemy while we are
standing up for our own rights, while we are in
any way defending our own interests, looking after
our own name, being something or trying to be
something or hold on to something. The enemy
laughs at us, breaks us. When we know that meek-
ness oi the Lamb, the meekness of Jesus Christ,
then the enemy’s power is going to be weakened
and destroyed. These are principles in the book.

The wife of the Lamb is going to be with Him
in His throne, Let us dismiss the symbolism and
grasp the principle and the spiritual meaning. It is
absalute ascendency in Heaven over all the forces
of the earth and hell, vested in the Lamb, and con-
ferred upon His bride, the Lamb’s wife, It is the
mighty power of a yielded life, the mighty power
of weakness of the right kind-—that is, of depend-
ence, conscious dependence upon the Lord.

THE PEARL OF GREAT PRICE

In conclusion, I want to come back for a few
moments to the matter of the pearl. It is a remark-
able thing, the place that the pearl has in the New
Testament. If you look in the Old Testament, you
will not find it anywhere, When precious stones
are mentioned in the Old Testament, the pearl is
never included. Tt was something upon which the
Jews set no special value, They had great ideas of
the sapphire and the beryl and the onyx and ali
the_other precious stones, but the pearl they des-
pised. It was therefore almost a shock to them
when the Lord Jesus began to speak about the
merchantman and a precious pearl. 1L was an en-
tirely new idea, investing the pearl with a value
and preciousness which was strange to them, new
to them. In the New Testament the pearl has
a significant place. Right at the end, we find that
the very gates of the city are pearls. We know the
pearl is formed through suffering—therein lies its
preciousness—and the suffering leads to beauty
and glory,

Now the bride is to know * the fellowship of Tiis
sufferings . * If we suffer, we shall also reign with
him ” (IT Tim. ii. 12, A.v.). There is an °if ’ there,
a governing ‘if °. It does not say, ‘ If we are saved,
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we shall reign’, ‘If we become believers in the
Lord Jesus, we shall reign.’ It does not say that
in the Scriptures. It says: “If ” (and only *if ")
* we suffer, we shall reign with him ™, It is a very
constituent of the bride that she shares His suffer-
ings, pours out her very life-blood—it may be in
a gpiritnal way, it may sometimes be in a literal
way—for her Lord. Her life goes for Him as His
life went for her. There is such a moving together
that one life is given for the other, and vice versa.
That is the bride.

Now are you, apart from all the words and
ideas, seeing God’s point? Why do we gather for
“ conferences *? If you were to come here between
conferences, you would find that the threefold
ministry of the New Testament was going on: the
secking of the material, the bringing of souls io
be material for the House of God ; the building-up
ministry ; and this ministry of bringing into view
the full thouglti of God, God’s requirements as to
the utter revelation of His mind. It is this last that
is the object of these conferences. These are not
‘ material-gathering ' meetings, evangelistic meet-

FOR BOYS
ON

LONG ago, the wren was chosen in Scotland to
be the royal bird. This may surprise you, if you
know how small a wren is. But there was a reasan
for the choice, It was all due to an old story, or
legend.

Once upon a time, so the story goes, all the birds
met to choose themselves a king., They found it
very hard to agree ; so, after much chirping and
cawing, with some crowing, too, and clucking, they
decided that next day they would see which of
them could fly the highest. The bird which could
fly up above all the rest was to be accepted as the
royal bird. The eagle said nothing, for eagles do
not crow ; but he felt sure that he would win, The
pigeon, who, as you know, is rather conceited,
cooced with confidence that he would surely be the
royal bird. The lark, who so enjoys flying that he
only sings while up in the sky, could bardly wait
for the next day to come, for he was full of hope.
Some of the other birds also began to chatter about
their chances, but the whole bird chorus cackled
with scornful laughter when the tiny wren an-
nounced, In his perky little way, that he, too, would
compete, and that he had high hopes of being
crowned,

Next day the birds all met for their great con-

EAGLES’

ings, much as we are concerned for the unsaved,
very truly so ; and these are not just ‘ building-up’
meetings, for teaching and instruction—though
they are that. But they are not jusr that. The crown
of the miistry is to keep before the Lord’s people
the fulness of His intention in the Church; to
measure up, to call back, to make adjustment, to
judge of things ; and to satisfy cur Lord’s heart in
the ultimate, consummate sense of His desire, as
expressed in the bride.

It will involve in sufferings, in the wrath of the
enemy. It will mean that we are not let off with
our flaws and failures. The Lord comes again and
says, ‘' There are many good things, but I am not
accepting anything less than My standard.” He
must do that—we are involved in that. But oh, it
is a great destiny, the destiny of the bride—no less
than His throne, nothing short of His throne: to
be with Him in the administering of His great
universal kingdom through the ages of the ages.
May the Lord bring His call and challenge to our
hearts,

T. A-S.

AND GIRLS
WINGS

test : or rather, they seemed all to be there, until
the moment for starting came, when one of them
noticed that the wren was missing. This made them
all cackle again ; they thought that he had been
afraid to show his weakness and to have to con-
fess how foalish 1e had been even to think of
flying high, <

At the word ‘ Go!’ they all began to fly. Some
shot up quickly, but did not get very far. Others
started off with more care, but slowly began to
mount higher and higher. Then one by one they
began to drop out of the race, until only a few
were left. The eagle, of course, was among these
few, for he can fly higher than all the others, and—
so they say—can even look full into the face of
the sun while he is in flight. Well, the few became
fewer, till there were only three, then two, and
finally only one—the eagle. He got right above
the rest, as he had felt sure he would, and had no
doubt that he would be the king. It seemed im-
possible that any other bird could now fly above
him. However. even eagles grow tired, and so at
last his highest point was reached, and with one
last flap of the wings he reached his limit.

He had been so sure that he would be the one
to be crowned that he could hardly believe it when
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A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY

called *the deepening of the spiritual life’. This
is to meet the situation which is recognised as be-
ing so far-reaching and widespread—a poor spirit-
nal state amongst Christians ; a weak and defect-
ive condition of the spiritual life—and this thing
grows and grows, but is not meeting the situation
at all. The demand for it increases rather than
lessens, proving that the need is not really vitally
touched and overcome.

THE REMEDY

Well, what is the remedy? Why was it that at
the beginning they had such virile converts,
marked from the outset by such a large measure
of Christ? Why was it that then things happened
on such a large and effective scale within the com-
pass of a few days? Why was it that the churches
grew and the Lord added unto them those who
were being saved? Why could it be that in one
day three thousand, and soon after as many again,
were added? Why, in the course of one man’s life-
time, could the greater part of the then khown
world be evangelized and churches be established
everywhere, and that vpon a large measure of
spiritual lighy and life? Why?

If you think about it, I am quite sure that you
will be convinced that the answer is to be found
in the ftestimony—the declaration born omt of
something which had happened--and that tesfi-
mony was to the Lordship of Jesus Christ. They
proclaimed Him as Lord, * He is Lord of all.” The
Lordship of Jesus Christ is the secret of fulness,
and we never really move into the fulness of Christ
until He is Lord.

Now, perhaps you are saying that that is very
simple. Who, after all, does not believe in the
Lordship of Jesus Christ? Well, it is very much
deeper than that. The Lordship of Jesus Christ
is not only an objective fact. I suppose almost any
Christian, any really born-again child of God,
would be willing to subscribe to the objective fact
and say, ““ Jesus Christ is Lord ”! But why, then,
this state of things? Either what I am saying is en-
tirely untrue, and the Lordship of Christ does not
lead to His fulness, or else 1t means something
more than objective truth ; and 1 think the latter
is the case. The real trouble is that in so many of
His own He is not Lord, He may be Saviour, but
He is not Lord, The Lordship of Christ means in
us a very deep and very drastic work. It means
the overthrowing of every other lordship,

But the other lordships may not be in the form
of outward things. The other lordships may be in
our own wills. Just that strong-mindedness of ours
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may be the thing which occupies the throne in the
place of Christ, The Lord Jesus is kept out of His
place as Lord in us because of the very strength
of our own natures, our desires, our affections, our
likes and our dislikes, and all that realm of our
human feelings, There may be that in our make-up
which is thwarting and frustrating His Lordship
and in so doing is just keeping us out of His
fulness,

It may be the enthropement of that reasoning
power of ours—we: will not call it “ intellect ’, that
would be too presumpinous—but the working of
our minds, reasoning and arguing and thinking
that our judgment about things is right, is certain,
is conclusive, Our convictions, at which we have
arrived after weighing up the pros and cons, are
the things by which we are to be governed and.
perhaps, others are to be governed., The strength
of our minds, our reason—if you like, our intellect
——may just be in the way of His Lordship, and
you will find all those things in the Apostles be-
fore Pentecost. You will find them arguing against
the Lord on affectional grounds, on rational
grounds, on preferential grounds ; mind, heart and
will all obstructing His absolute Lordship, cccupy-
ing the throne, Not uniil that was entirely and
completely broken and smashed in the day of the
Cross was a way made for His Lordship. Yes, the
other lords may be inside our own constitution,
our own make-up, our own disposition. Whatever
they may be, wherever they may be, the truth is
this, that the way to the fulness of Christ is by His
absolute Lordship in our lives,

Now, the whole Bible bears it out, Wherever
yon look, you will find this is the underlying truth.
You look at Israel’s history. While in the wilder-
ness for the forty years, the one thing that was the
issue being fought out was the Lordship of God :
they were fighting with that matter of absolute sub-
mission and subjection to Him in their own hearts,
their own minds, theit own wills. For forty years
that battle went on ; and it was not until the Jordan
made the great divide between that kind of thing
and de coming of the Captain of the Lord’s host
into His place—the representative of the people
gathering them all up into his own person, taking
the shoes from off his feet, bowing with his face
to the ground and handing up the lordship to the
Lord, the Captain of the Lord’s host—it was not
until then that they moved on into the great ful-
ness which God had intended for them. The in-
heritance was altogether frustrated while the baitle
of lordship went on, The mnrheritance was entfered
upon so soon as that lordship was established, In
the later chapter of Israel's history under the

112




Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 33 - Searchable

Judges, it is quite clear. What is it?—limitation,
defeat, bondage, captivity ; everything frustrated
and thwarted and spoiled. When David comes into
his place as king, then Israel is delivered, moving
later into the fuiness of the glory under David and
Solomon. Lordship is the key to fulness,

In the New Testament, it is just the same, Here
you have it in the case of the Apostles, the twelve.
You can see their defeat and their weakness and
their failure and their poverty—until Christ be-
comes Lord, absolute Lord; the Holy Ghost
making Him Lord in them as He was Lord in
Heaven—and then they come into fulness! Pente-
cost—* Jesus: Christ is Lord "—and then: fulness!

Take Peter. You remember, Peter had to have a
special battle over this. I think he had more than
one battle ; perhaps we all have more than one
battle. Fulness is a progressive thing. We do not
enter upon it all at once, and every fresh measure
of that fulness is preceded by some fresh conflict
as to the Lordship of Christ, and Peter had several.
But you remember Caesarea and you remember
the house of Cornelius, What preceded it? Peter
in Joppa on the housetop, and the vision, a sheet
let down from Heaven in which were all manner of
four-footed creatures, reptiles, unclean beasts,
and the voice saying, “ Rise, Peter ; kill and eat.”
* Not so, Lord ; nothing unclean has ever passed
my lips.” And the thing was dote thrice, the Lord
was ingistent ; and Peter was wondering what the
vision meant, when the messengers of Cornelius
arrived from Caesarea. Peter was invited to go to
the house of a Gentile with the word of the Lord,
to the house of the unclean, And what was his
note there? Well, his note was: *“ He is Lord of
all ”, What happened? Peter entered into some-
thing bigger than he had ever had before ; that is,
he found a bigger Christ than he had known be-
fore. In recounting what happened, he says: ‘ Who
was 1 to withstand God?’ * Who was 1?7 The Lord
took this thing in hand and showed Himself far
bigger than myself and my tradition—He simply
lifted me right out of my old bondages and linuta-
tions and landed me out of my depths altogether!’
The house of Cornelius came into fulness. It was
all upon that one inward triumph, the Lordship
of Jesus Christ,

Take Paul, Paul is a wonderful case of spiritual
growth, of swift movement on into spiritual ful-
ness, How quickly Paut moved on with the Lord!
What a wealth we have in him! Why? Because
he was such an exceptional man? Not necessarily.
Spiritual growth may have nothing whatever to do
with what we are naturally. Nothing at all. Oh,
we meet so many of those who have the natural
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inteligence and the advantages of training, all the
academic advantages, but who in spiritual things
cannot see, cannot grasp, At the same time so
often there are those who have had no such advan-
tages, who are altogether without that natural
basis which might be expected to be necessary for
understanding, and yet somehow these leap into
things, and on they go. No, it may have nothing
whatever to do with what we are naturally. Why
was it that Paul made such swift progress and
grew so rapidly? You notice, at the end of the
ninth chapter of Acts, how, after he had been re-
ceived at Damascus, had recovered his sight and
had been baptized, it says that he was with the
disciples certain days, and he at once in the syn-
agogue began his witness and his ministry, and
mightily tefuted the Jews, openly testifying that
Jesus was the Son of God. He grew. Well, where is
the secret? * Who art thou, Lord?” * What wilt
thou have me to do, Lord?” That is it. From the
beginning with him Jesus was Lord,

Now, let me say it again, It has been said many
times. ln the book of the Acts, they did not first
of all preach Jesus as Saviour. They preached Him
as Lord. You see, that carried with it of necessity
the Saviourhood. Acknowledge Jesus to be Lord,
in those days, and see what it involved, If that One
who so recently has been crucified and buried is
really to-day the living Lord, then that crucifixion
and burial was no ordinary thing. That could not
nave been just a man being killed, martyred, for
his beliefs. He could not be classed amongst those
who have died for their fanatical views or for try-
ing to set up a movement against the powers that
be. II this is the Lord, then it is something more
than that, He must be the Christ, He must be the
Saviour, He must be the Son of God. All that is
involved if He is Lord now ; and if they accepted
and acknowledged Him as Lord., well, that in-
cluded His Saviourhood, but the Saviourhood was
something subsidiary to the Lordship.

After all, the Saviourhood of Christ is but a re-
covering thing in relation to His Lordship. The
Lordship was the eternal intention of God con-
cerning Him_ The Savicurhood is 'in order to get
back to the Lordship, to lead on to the recovery
of the Lordship. He can never be actually Lord
until He has saved the inheritance of which He is
the eternally designated Lord; but when He is
Lord, it means that He is Saviour, He has re-
deemed, The Lordship is more than the Saviour-
hood., And so, when you come on to God’s
supreme ground—" hath made him a Prince and
a Saviour "—then the way is open for God to take
you right on, beyond conversion, beyond the in-
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fant stage of just being born again, on to * grow-
ing up into Him in all things*, on to the fulness of
Christ, So they put the full testimony there, where
all the rest was included, and thus there was a
wide openrr way for all God’s intention, Wherever
you look in the Scriptures, you find that it is Lord-
ship which is the secret of fulness.

GOD’'S DEALING WITH THE INDIVIDUAL

Now, this is something which God, by every
means, seeks to make good in every one of us, All
the dealings of the Lord with us are not just to
get us saved, but to make the Lordship of Christ
real in us, Yes, all His dealings with us are to that
end, and His dealings with us are personal deal-
ings, Everything is going to be very personal in
this matter, You and I, no matter who we may be,
if we really come into the Lord’s hands, are going
to be dealt with in such a way as to bring us to the
place where Christ is Lord in our lives, It is going
to be personal: for, after all, while the end is cor-
porate and coilective, it must of necessity be an in-
dividual thing between us and the Lord, so that we
know, within our own hearts and experiences,
that God is working at a very real thing in this
matter of making His Son Lord. It is going to be
as personal with us as it was with Paul. It may not
be in exactly the same way, but it will be just as
personal, “ When we were all fallen to the ground,
I heard a voice speaking unto me in the Hebrew
language ™—I, me, and my own language, and by
name—" Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?”
(Acts xxvi, 14), It is going to be as personal as that
with us; we are not going to pass in the crowd.
You say, ‘ Oh, Paul was an exceptional man, an
exceptional case, outstanding ; it can never be
like that with me!’ Well, it is going to be. We may
not go on a Damascus road and see a light from
Heaven at noontide brighter than the sun, But it
is going to be as personal.

I was once staying with a sea captain, and as
we talked about ships, and work amongst men on
the ships, and so on, he told me an incident in the
life of a Captain of one of the Union Castle liners.
When he was Chief Officer, he was always seeking
an opportunity for leading men to Christ, and he
asked the Captain one day if he could have a ser-
vice for the crew in the evening. Although he re-
ceived permission, he said nothing during the day.
He said nothing to anybody ; he was letiing it go.
Late in the afternoon someone, one of the crew,
said, “ Oh, you are having a service to-night, I
hear, and quite a few of the men are coming!’
‘Oh’, said the Chief Officer, * I have mot said any-

thing about it: where did you get that from?’ 1
think it originated with the cook!” was the reply.
So the Chief Officer went along to the cook and
said, ‘ Who told you I was having a service to-
night?’ * Ok, said the cook, it was only a joke!’

The Chief Officer felt that the Lord had tied him
up to it and that he had to have a service. Amongst
the men who came was one who was brought un-
der deep conviction of sin. He had been greatly
concerned about this man, and had been praying
very much for him. But he did not come through
to the Lord. They arrived in port, and he and an-
other fellow went off ‘on the spree’, and they
took the voyage back without them, This fellow
spent all his money, got into no end of trouble and
then quarrelled with the other man, and they
parted and he was left stranded and in a deplor-
able state. He went to the British Consul to ask
for help. The Consul got into touch with a ship-
ping agent, to get himt a job on a ship, so as to get
him back to his own country, and he was told to
report at a certain yard on a certain day to go
aboard and take a job. When he got there, because
of past history he was given a very menial job
down in the stoke-hole, looking after the fires.

Some days later they were in mid-ocean. There
was terrible heat outside and inside, and he stag-
gered up on deck to get a breath of air. Dazed and
half senseless, he perched himself on the ship’s
rail, lost his balance and went over, For a time he
was not missed, Presently he was enquired after
and could not be found. A search of the ship was
made, and the roll-call was held, Three-quarters of
an hour passed, and they reported to the Captain
that he must be overboard. The Captain ordered
the ship to turn round on its course (and it takes
three-quarters of a mile to turn a ship like that
round), and back they went for three-quarters of
an hour, No one ever expected to find him, but
at sea every effort has to be made to recover a
man, not just leave him, Three-quarters of an hour
back on that course: everybody looking out in
every direction, listening,

Suddenly a man said, ‘I thought I heard some-
thing!’ Al{ looked—there was a black spot in the
sea! A boat was lowered, the man picked up,
brought aboard, Asked what had happened, he ex-
plained, and said: ‘I saw the ship going, going,
going! I kept myself afloat, and struck out to fol-
low the ship’s course so far as I could, though I
knew it was a hopeless thing. She went on and on,
almost out of sight And then I saw her tumn
round, gradually come nearer, and as you got near
I decided on one last shout for help-—and that was
the shout you heard!’
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One who begins everything, the great Originator
(iv. 29 ; iii. 3). Every true Christian is born of the
Spirit ; the Church was born of the Spirit. In True
Chrisiianity the Holy Spirit starts everything and
sustains everything. By “ the supply of the Spirit
of Jesus Christ ” God supplies the continuous day-
by-day need of His children (iii. 5; Phil. i. 19).
Again, we are to * walk by the Spirit ", and to be
“led by the Spirit”, and to “ sow to the Spirit ”,
by which we understand that the Holy Spirit is to
have complete control in the Christian and in the
Church, and we are to co-operate fully with Him
(v. 16, 18 ; vi. 8). We also read of * the fruit of the
Spirit ” (v. 22, 23), so that the formation of the
character of Christ in us is all the work of the
Spirit. Indeed, He is called here “the Spirit of
His Son ”, so that the whole great task of making
us true sons and heirs of God, in union with Christ,
is in the hands of the Holy Spirit (iv., 6). True
Christianity is marked by the real government and
activity of the Spirit ; that which is false is marked
by the control and activity of man.

II. THE SIMPLICITY OF FAITH'S RESPONSE TO GOD

It is hardly necessary to say that Paul has much
to say in “ Galatians * about faith ! We have already
stressed the simplicity of that which God requires
of us, Our part is to enter into God’s complete
provision in His Son by the hearing and obedience
of faith, Through His Word God presents and
offers His Son to us, and with Him “ all things ™ ;
it is for us to respond, to receive and to enter in.
Paul could say, “1T live in faith ™ (ii. 20). * Faith
working through love ” (v. 6) is the mainspring of
the spiritual life. False Christianity is marked by
man’s best efforts and man’s presumed ability to
please God, because the way of faith leaves no
room for man’s pride,

NI, THE HEAVENLY CHARACTER, ORIGIN AND
DESTINATION OF THE CHURCH

It would be difficult to exaggerate the import-
ance of a right understanding of the true nature of
the Church. The fundamental fact to be grasped is
that the Church is “ not of this world ”, even as
Christ is not of this world (John xvii. 16). Even as
the Lord Jesus was distinguished upon earth by a
certain quality of life as belonging to Heaven, so
the Church should be clearly marked out. Even
as the Lord Jesus came down out of Heaven, so
with the True Church. The Church is not some-
thing built by men upon the earth, but a spiritual
building under construction by the activities of the
Holy Spirit in the hearts and lives of men. Even as
the Lord Jesus returned to Heaven, this is the
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Church’s destination. See what Paul has to say here
about “ the Jerusalem that is above ” (iv. 26 ; note
also Heb. xi1, 22ff.} and about our need of deliver-
ance from this world with its ways, ideas and
religion (1. 4; iv. 3, 8-10; vi. 14).

IV. THE DISCOVERY OF THE LIVING CHRIST

Up to the time of his encounter with the Living
Christ on the way to Damascus Paul’s whole life
had been governed by *the traditions of my
fathers ”, by what had been handed down to him
by others from the past ; but from that momentous
moment his life as a Christian was one of the grow-
ing discovery of Christ. The contrast he makes
between the “ revelation of Jesus Christ ” and “ the
traditions of my fathers * is a vital one, for it shows
that everything for a Christian should be a matter
of first-hand experience (i. 12, 14), We shall be in
a false position if in anything we are following
men or if we are governed by tradition, Even if a
thing is true we must receive it fresh from the Lord
for ourselves. Of course, we shall come to this
first-hand knowledge of the Lord and His will,
through His Word, read and ministered, and
through fellowship ; but it is vital that we should
be able to say, about everything that we believe
and do, * The Lord has shown me His will about
this.” Needless to say, this confidence is wedded to
humility. Luther’s experience finely illustrates our
point. Groaning under the intolerable burden of
mediaeval, traditional, false Christianity, he was
freed in a moment by the discovery of the Living
Christ as his Righteousness. The way of salvation
from beginning to end is just the discovery of
Christ.

V. A GLORYING IN THE CROSS

We sometimes sing, ‘ The Lamb is all the glory
of Immamnel’s land’, and it is true. Every true
Christian glories in the Cross, whereas the Cross
is always set aside or made little of in false Christ-
ianity. As Paul writes to the Galatians he has much
to say of the Cross—the Cross where we were
‘delivered out of this present evil world’, where
we died to sin and to ourselves, where we died to
a life of hopeless self-effort under the law, and
where the Son of God ‘loved us and gave himself
up for us’ (i. 4; ii, 19, 20; vi. 14). Paul had no
eyes for any save ‘Christ, and Him crucified.’
Everything else fades from sight in the light of the
* wondrous cross ", It is by His Cross and Resurrec-
tion that the Lord Jesus has opened up for us such
a wonderful future,

“What then shall we say to these things? If
God is for us, who is against us?” The conflict of
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the centuries is still on! The perils that threaten us
arc still real! But the Lord Himself is our great
Safeguard. For us the issue is clear, Let us main-

o w2 N

tain the position that *“CHRIST IS ALL, AND IN ALL”;

14

let us “ABIDE IN HIM ”; let us keep stcadfastly
“looking unto Jesus "—JESUS ONLY!
T.LM.
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British Guiana £1 10s., £1 ; Glasgow 10s. ; Granite
City, Illinois £1 1s. 2d.; Giimligen, Switzerland
£1 ; Helsinki, Finland £1 4s. ; Hemsedal, Norway
10s. ; Hexham-on-Tyne 10s.; Kaleden, Canada
14s. 4d.; Kew £1 10s.; Kirn 7s. 6d.; Klemzig,
Australia £2 ; Leeds £1 10s. ; Leicester Ss. ; Little
Madeley 10s.; London E.11—£1; S.E.14—10s,,
5s.; S.E.18—35s.; SE23—S5s.; SW4—£1;
S.W.15—£1 ; Mablethorpe £1 ; Mackay, Australia
15s. ; Magdalena, Colombia 10s.; Malta 10s.;
Morges, Switzerland £1 12s. 5d.; Newcastle-
on-Tyne £1; Newchurch 3s.; Northampton £1;
Peterborough, Canada £1; Pietermaritzburg,

South Africa 2s. 6d. ; Plon, Germany 9s. ; Purley
8s. 4d. ; Saskatoon, Canada £1 6s. ; Shirland 10s. ;
Southampton 10s.; Southbourne 10s.; Stone-
broom 10s., £1 ; Sunbury 10s. ; Thundersley 10s. ;
Toronto, Canada 15s., £9 0s. 6d. ; Upper Gornal
10s. ; Windsor £1 ; Worthing £1

Total £75 0s, 11d.
Baltimore, Md. 32 ; Council Bluffs, Towa %1, $1;
Detroit, Mich. $3; Eimer, N.J. $2.80; El Paso,
Texas $0.25, $1; Los Angeles, Cal. $3, 81, $2;
Milwaukee, Wisc. $1: Minneapolis, Minn. $35,
$5; Naperville, 1. $2; Pell City, Ala. $10;
Philadelphia, Pa. $2; Portland, Maine $1; St
Paui, Minn, §5, $5

Total $83.05
Burnside, Australia Af£l
Niagara-on-the-Lake, Ontario C.52.00

Hyderabad, Dn, Rs.2. 8., Coonoor, Nilgiris Rs.20
Total Rs. 22. 8.

Giimligen, Switzerland Sw. Frs. 20.00, 10.00, 7.00 ;
Wolhusen Sw. Frs. 40.00

Total Sw. Frs. 77.00

THE NEXT

SPECIAL GATHERINGS
at Honor Qak
will be held, the Lord willing, on
SATURDAY, Oct. 1, at 3. 30 and 6. 30 p.m.
Lorp’s Day, Oct. 2, at 11 a.m., 3. 30 and 6. 30 p.m.
Monpay, Oct. 3, (for Christian Workers)
at 11 am, 3.30 & 7 pm.

REPRINT

THE NORMAL CHRISTIAN LIFE
' by Watchman Nee
Price 3d. (Postage 1id.)
(In U.S.A, $0.05 postage 2 cents)

Printed at the Witness and Testimany Press, 13, Honor Oak Road, London, S.E. 23.
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THE LEVITE REALM

But then you come to the second realm, the
Levite realm, and you find a ditference. There
must, of course, be a difference between the Levites
and the general company, otherwise they would
not exist. And there are indeed many fundamental
differences. Many things obtained in the case of the
Levites which were specific and particular, They
were there as a separate tribe, different from all the
other tribes in respects which we may see later on,
They were in another realm.

Now you will faithfully cling to what I said a
little while ago, that I am not now, in this dispensa-
tion, in this New Testament day, distinguishing
officially between these realms: that is, 1 am not
putting some people into one specific category, as
a people by themselves, and callinhg them the
general mass, and other people into another cate-
gory, and saying they belong to another order of
Christians. Underline that as many times as you
like, because there is a good deal of misappre-
hension and distortion about what we teach on this
very thing. We are not talking about Christians in
general, on the one hand. and then of an inclusive
company of a different order altogether, on the
other, We are talking about spiritual realms, not
personal, But here, in both Testaments, whether it
is in the Old as temporal, or in the New as spirit-
ual, there is a distinction discernible, and the dis-
tinction is marked by certain basic things,

SUBJECTIVE EXPERIENCE

First of all, the Levites were those who person-
ally saw and handled and tasted and knew of those
things which were available to all the Lord’s people
—-which the Lord’s people in general had as their
own inheritance, but were only enjoying object-
ively, and therefore in a very limited way. The
Levites were those who had come into all that
more inwardly, more experimentally, and it was
just that, was it not, that was the point at which
they were distinguished, In Exodus xxxii they were
distinguished by the fact that the object and pur-
pose for which Tsrael as a whole was called and
meant to exist had entered into them in a deep
way. We can only speak, of course, in type. but
the type contains the spiritual principle. The differ-
ence here between the great mass and this * Israel
within Israel’ is that the one, the great bulk, were
standing in the good of what was objective, and
the others were standing in the experience of
that made subjective; and that is a very great
difference,

123
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We can be the Lord’s people ; we can know the
values of the High Priestly work of the Lord Jesus:
we can know what He means as our Prophet, as
having brought to us the revelation of God’s mind
for man: that, and all these other things, may be
our inheritance as Christians, But they may yet,
while of unspeakable value—and never for one
moment let their importance be minimised—
they may yet be but objective things that leave
our inper life still wanting, still lacking in many
respects. T have no hesitation in affirming. though
I ruay expose myself to much misunderstanding,
that that is a distinguishing mark amongst the
Lord’s people to-day: many standing in the ob-
jective good of all that Christ has done, knowing
themselves to be the Lord’s, and rejoicing in it,
but amongst them comparatively few in whom all
that nas become a powerful, working reality, so
that it s in their very being.

The second thing about the Levites is that, be-
cause of this realm in which they are found, of ihe
inwardness of things as extra to the objective
nature of things, they are in a position to minister
to all the others. They are in a place of positive
ministry, in the sense that they have a living, fuller
and more inward understanding of Christ. That is
the basis of mimstry. It is the ministry of Israel
that is bound up with these people. Now, in our
systematized Christianity, we have made ministers
into a class ; we distinguish them from the * laity ’
as the * clergy "—the ministry and the laity ; and
these are classes, official, ecclesiastical classes—an
utterly false apprehension of Divine truth. Mini-
stry 1s not based upon anything of that kind at all
—upon anything that is external. Ministry is based
upon an inward knowledge of the Lord, and no
one has a right to enter into any kind of ministry

—much less take vpon them the title of  minister ’
-—except in so far as they have a personal, inward,
powerful knowledge of the Lord. The other is
merely formal and ecclesiastical. Ministry is not
official or hierarchical, but spiritual. It is a matter
of spiritual measure, and spiritual measure is just
the measure of Christ within, Christ is our
measure, There is no other measure with God but
Christ, and we can only minister according to our
inward measure of Christ.

You see the difference, then, between these two
great realms. | am not saying that one is the Lord’s
people and the others are not, I amn saying that
there are many dear, saved, believing children of
God, who know that their eternal hope rests upon
Christ’s shed Blood, His atoning work, His re-
deeming activity, and who rest upon His contin-
uous, High Priestly intercession, but with whom
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had lost its point and challenge. They may have
known its thoughts and phrases so well as to
imagine that they were therefore in the good of
the spiritual truths set out there. In any case this
is all too possible for believers to-day. Have they
an ear to hear what the Spirit is saying to them?
Everything depends tipon this, It seems that the
peculiar presentation and form of this message was
intended to make il personal and fresh and to im-
press them with its vital importance. How essential
1t is that we should not sit back 1o listen 1o an ex-
position of well-known Scripture as though we
knew it all, but shonld listen intently to what the
Lord is seeking to say to us.

() FEVASIVENESS BY SELECTION

There is another danger associated with the way
in which we hnndle the Word of God, and that is
to yield to the temptation of being selective: of
choosing only the passages which suit us, and so by
our selectiveness evading or ignoring the true
challenge of the Word. These seven letters are very
brief, yet each one of them seems to have a full-
orbed message from the Lord. There is a promise,
ves, but there is a challenge too. There is some-
thing about the Lord ; but there is also something
about us. A prospect of possible heavenly glories,
but with it the present challenge in the light of that
heavenly prospect,

(d} LACK OF UP-TO-DATE APPLICATION

What we all need is to meet the Lord in a new
way. It is not enough for the churches to be merely
studying their Bible, going over the old things or
even acquiring new information, For that very rea-
son it was as though the heavens opened to John,
so that through him might come the mighty impact
of an up-to-date, burning message from the Risen
Lord Himself. The challenge is not so much that
they should hear what the Spirit has said to the
churches of the past, but what He is now saying 10
the churches at this very time,

May we not believe, must we not believe, that
the Lord has vital things to say to His people in
our day? It will not be by extra epistles, like those
which John wrote, for the Scriptures are complete
and the Lord will only speak through them. But
it does not need much spiritual intelligence to dis-
cern the difference between talks that men can give
about the Word of God and living messages which
make the Scriptures speak to the heart. How sorely
the churches of cur day need messengers! What a
need there is for us to pray about this—to pray

NOVEMBER - DECEMBER, 1955.

earnestly that the voice of the Risen Lord should
be heard in clarity and power in the churches!

THE MESSAGE
BRINGS CHRIST INTO VIEW

The message is about Himself. This is made
clear in every one of the seven letters. Whatever
else is dealt with in them, the first effect which they
were meant to produce was a new awareness of
Who it was who was speaking to them,

(a) His MAJESTY

The people of God were meant to bow very low,
as John himself had done, to be prostrate with
awe and unquestioning submission before the
gloriocus Son of God. * His countenance was as the
sun shineth in his strength ” (Rev. i. 16). Here was
a Light which eclipsed all the stars and outshone
all the lampstands, the blinding light of a Sun
which was not far away in the distant heavens but
right in their very midst. The churches did not
have to walk in ‘the light of their own lampstands,
nor in that of the stars, but in the light of the glory
of the Living Christ. How great He is! Yes, and
how petty are His people, if we may judge by
what is formd in most of the letters. When the Lord
draws near in power and glory, we are so often
ashamed at our own littleness, at the petty spirit
which marks our thoughts and ways in our service
and life for Him, We are so often governed by con-
siderations which are mean, influenced by fears
which are altogether unworthy, inflated by ideas
which are pitifully small and selfish. The Lord
wants to come to us anew, to shame our peitiness
by His greatness, to give us true perspective, that
we may see light in His light.

(b) HIS FAITHFULNESS

*“ These things saith the first and the last ” (Rev.
i1, 8): “ These things saith the Amen, the faithful
and true witness ” (Rev, iii. 14). The people of
God lose grip of themselves and grow spiritually
feeble if they are in any doubts about the utter
faithfulness of the Lord. He was * the first” in
those early days of the Church, and what days they
were! In some senses they were wonderful, but
they were far from easy. The churches were no
socner born than they were precipitated into terri-
fic conflicts, beset on every hand by every form
of opposition, injustice, and cruelty. Before long
many of them were almost rent asunder by cross-
currents within, and by new problems for which
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expects an answer, It is not enough to get new
ideas about the Lord, nor even new ideas about
the Christian calling. “ He that hath an ear, let him
hear . . .7

THE LORDS MESSENGER

When the Lord wanted to send a message to the
churches He had to find a suitable messenger. He
found one in the person of John. Through the
early years of the Church’s history there is very
little record of John’s ministry. When he is spoken
of it is merely as an associate of Peter, No doubt
the years of his long life had been filled with fruit-
ful ministry. It seems, however, that the Lord had
kept him specially for the time of the end of that
age. There is a close relatedness between his Gos-
pel, his Epistles and the Revelation ; in a sense
they form one great message to the people of God.
The churches greatly needed such a message, and
God sent it through John. Surely the churches of
to-day need such a message even more urgently.
Where are the messengers?

Surely this represents a call for earnest and
travailing prayer, We, perhaps, cannot be the
messengers, but we can share in the souanding
forth of the message. The supreme need of the
churches in all the world to-day is that the Lord
should find meaus whereby He Himself can come
into their midst and tell them what is on His own
heart. These epistles were written by a man who
was having first-hand dealings with the Lord Him-

THE MAN GOD
VIIL

Reading : Revelation iv, v.

WHEN we commenced this series of studies with
the first chapter of the book of the Revelation, we
said that the book of Genesis and the book of the
Revelation bound the whole history of this world :
one the begitining, the other the ending. The very
first phase of that history is governed by man and
the tree of life, The book of the Revelation opens
not with that man, but with the MAN—the new
creation Man—and brings us to the tree of life.
These two things underlie the whole of the history
from the beginning to the end, from the beginning
of Genesis to the end of Revelation—man and the
tree of life, In other words, the overruling factor
throughout the whole of history is this matter of
life in a man, or life in man. That is the great issue.
Around that, in relation to that, concerning that,
everything goes on,

NOVEMBER —DECEMBER, 1955.

self, who wrote as though in the Lord’s presence
and at the Lord’s dictation. It was not so much
that he was passing on what the Lord had said,
still less that he was repeating what others had
said about the Lord, but rather that through him
the Lord Himself came into view and the churches
found themselves face to face with Him. As one
reads the letters one is conscious not of John but
only of the Lord. It should be like that.

In the measure in which the churches were con-
scious of the human vessel, it was not of the great
and important survivor of the apostolic band, but
only of a simple loving fellow-Christian—" 1 John,
your brother and partaker with you ., .” (i. 9). This
kind of message can only come with power through
such a messenger. “ Your brother 7! Brother to
the suffering saints, brother to the erring saints,
always and in every way a irue brother. When he
wrote of the Lord’s sitfficiency, there was power in
his message, because he was proving it for himself.
When he wrote of being cast on the faithfulness of
God. he was speaking of his own experiences
through deep and perplexing need. When he
brought to them the sense of the overpowering
glory of the Risen Christ it was because he had
himself fallen at the feet of the Lord “ as one
dead.”

The gieatest need of the churches to-day is for
such a message, and the greatest service which we
can give to them and to our Lord is surely to pray
earnestly and in faith that that message may come.

HF.

HAS ORDAINED

THE MAN WHO 1S ALIVE

THE DOMINANT FACTOR OF LIFE

Here, in this book of the Revelation, you can see
how this is promient and dominant. In the first
chapter, we have seen the presentation of the Man
living, the living Man, the Man of the new creation,
the Son of Man, as He is there called, who announ-
ces concerning Himself: “I am . . . the Living
one ; and 1 was dead, and behold, I am alive for
evermore ", That governs all that will follow.

We come to chapter iv, and here the great fac-
tor, nearest to the throne, the very centre and
heart of the universe, is that which is symbolized
in the four cherubim, or “ living ones ™. (*“ Beasts™,
in the Authorised Version, and “ creatures”, in
the Revised Version, are misleading. It is simply
“living ones ™, or “living things ”.) Here, right at
the heart of things, next to the throne, is a symbolic
embodiment of /ife, and the ascendent feature of
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to be life. Let us stand for it—you stand for it!
Do not accept death, The enemy is all the time
wanting us to accept death, he is holding it out to
us in one form or another and wanting us to take

NOVEMBER -DECEMBER, 1955.

it, whereas the Word says, ‘ Take_life!’, ‘ Lay
hold on life!’

The Lord help us, so that He may have in us an
unbroken testimony right to the end. T.A-S.

FOR BOYS AND GIRLS
A LESSON IN LOVE

‘

P OOR bird! it has a broken wing!” In their
surprise and pity both the children cried out to-
gether, and they both rushed forward to pick up
the sick bird. Godfrey and Wendy were not coun-
try children, for their home was in London, but
they were down on a visit to their uncle’s farm.
Everything was new and exciting for them, and the
long days seerned all too short. Just now they were
out in the fields, running to and fro, enjoying every
moment, until suddenly they saw the poor bird
crouching on the ground in front of them, with its
outstretched broken wing.

As they darted forward to pick it up, the bird
somehow managed to move flirther away from
them. So it wasnt so badly hurt after all! Yet
there it lay, a pitiful object, half on one side with
one wing looking very crooked. Wendy ran for-
ward again to try to help it, but once more it
moved on a little further and got out of her grasp.
Again they went after it, with the same result:
the ill-looking bird, the children trying to pick it
up and the scramble still further away. And then,
all of a sudden, it happened! The bird spread out
its wings, which were both as strong and well as
ever they could be, and flew up into the sky and
away. It seemed almost to be laughing at them, as
though it had beaten them at a game of * Touch ”.

The two children hardly knew whether to be
angry or to laugh. They waited around to see if
the bird would come back again to play its little
game, but it did not return, so they ran off home to
the farm io tell their uncle.

‘Do birds really play games?’ asked Godfrey.
‘Do they like to make a chap look silly?” Wendy
began to ask her uncle if he thought that the bird
was really sick, or could.it have been just pretend-
ing. Uncle suggested that they should speak one at
a time, and tell him what had been happening to
them out in the fields. They told him the whole
story, and when he asked them what the bird was
like, Wendy said that it was medium size, light
brown and rather streaky, while Goedfrey added
that it had a little crest on its head. * Was it teas-
ing us, uncle?’ he asked.

No, his uncle hold him, the bird was not playing,
although it was certainly pretending. It was in
dead earnest, It was a skylark, and without know-
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ing it the two children had got too near to its nest
of littte ones, hidden in the grass. The lark wanted
to save them, so she put herself right in the way.
showing herself to the children and pretending to
be ill. Each time Godfrey and Wendy ran forward
she moved away, so getting them further and fur-
ther away from her precious home of baby larks.
As soon as she was satisfied that the children could
no longer see the nest she flew away, not mocking
but very thankful that all was well,

Godfrey thought that this was very clever, but
Wendy added in a quiet little voice that it seemed
to her that mother lark was running into great
danger by doing what she did. ‘ Suppose that she
had not been able to get away in time, Suppose
she had been caught. Suppose . . .” “ Just so’, said
her uncle. * That is one of the wonderful things
about mother love, even with animals and birds.
They think nothing of their own peril or safety
when they are intent on saving their little ones.’
He added that there are many true stories of the
wonderful courage of mother birds in defending
their ehicks.

‘ True love’, said uncle, “ is always like that. It
thinks only of the good of the loved one and not of
itself.” Then he went on to tell them of the greatest
love of all, the love of the Lord Jesus for each one
of us. When sin would have destroyed us, He took
all our sins and bore them in His own body on the
Cross, dying so that we might live. When the two
children came near the nest, the mother lark could
have flown away at once and been safe, leaving the
little chicks to their fate, But she did not think of
saving herself; she thought only of them. The Lord
Jesus, too, need never have been taken and killed ;
He could have saved Himself and left us to our
fate, If He had done this, we would surely have
been lost, but instead of that He drew all the judg-
ment on Himself, and died to be our Saviour.

Uncle finished up this lesson on love by teaching
the two children a text: * . . . the Son of God, whe
loved me, and gave himself up for me ” (Galatians
2. 20), asking them to thank the Lord for His great
love and to receive Him into their hearts. Have
you ever thanked Him? Will you trust Him to be
your Saviour?

HF.
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A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY

THE SUPREME IMPORTANCE OF KNOWING CHRIST

Reading : John xvii. 3; Phil. iii. 8, 10 John xv.
15; xiv. 21,

“ That they should know thee . |  and him whom
thou didst send, even Iesus Christ . . ." “That I
may know him . _ .7 “I .. will manifest myself
unto him . . ."

THE knowledge of Christ is t/¢ basis of the whole
of the life of the child of God, and underlies every
phase and aspect of that life. That is. it underlies
our very relationship with God ; it underlies all onr
growth in grace; it underlies every fragment of
our service. There is nothing which comes within
the compass of the life of the Christian which does
not depend upon the knowledge of Christ. But that
knowledge is a thing which will never be exhausted
here, however long we live, and however rapidly
we grow, We shall never overtake the finality of
that knowledge, That is why an apostle, at the end
of his life, still more than at any other time in ali
his history, gave expression to the deepest desire
and longing of his heart as being to ¢ khow Christ’
(Phil, i1i. 10). We may say that for every increase
in spiritual life, spiritual strength, spiritual effect-
iveness, spiritual usefulness to the Lord, some
further measure of the knowledge of Christ is
essential. We ingrease by this knowledge ; we pro-
gress by this knowledge ; we are more for the Lord
in accordance with the living knowledge of the
Lord Jesus which is coming to us.

This knowledge is essentially a spiritnal thing.
It is a knowledge which is altogether closed to any
capacity or ability or faculty, save that of the spirit.
The measure in which we represent the Divine
thought and fulfil the Divine purpose, will be the
measure in which we are learning Christ after the
Spirit,

That may represent one of two things for differ-
ent people. It may represent limitation for those
who have learned Christ other than after the
Spirit ; who, therefore, have to unlearn a good deal
more than others, before they can learn, On the
other hand, it may mean everything to those whose
knowledge of the Lord is by way of an absolutely
new beginning.

This kind of knowledge marks a difference be-
tween Paul and the other apostles. They had had
a considerable knowledge of Christ which was

historical, which was earthly. Paul came from the
beginning into his practical knowledge of Christ
on a heavenly level. Right at the very commence-
ment of his Christian life, his was a spiritual know-
ledge of Christ. Every fragment from that point
onward was a spiritual knowledge of Christ, and
he jealously saw to it that it remained so. He posi-
tively refused to go to Jerusalem to get his know-
fedge of Christ from those who were apostles
before him. He maintained stolidly his position
that Christ, having revealed Himself to him, could
and would reveal Himself in the same way. Of
course, the other apostles came into that spiritual
knowledge later, but Paul had no other in
experience.

There is all the difference between a very large
knowledge about Christ, and the smallest measure
of the knowledge of Christ. One may be immense
in its range ; the other may be very small in its
measure, And yet the small thing may count for
infinitely more than the immensity of the other.

The knowledge of Christ in a spiritual way is
basic to everything in our lives as the Lord’s child-
ren. As we go on, and the Holy Spirit begins to
unveil Christ in our hearts, then we know how
true this is. We know that it is that which gives
reality to the spiritual life, makes it a very real
thing, It is that which establishes us, so that, while
the adversities might turn us away from a creed,
a doctrine, an accepted position, a profession of
relationship, nothing can turn us away from a
spiritual knowledge. Spiritual knowledge is a part
of our being, and we can never separate ourselves
from that. That is reality! And that reality is cap-
able of carrying us through anything and every-
thing. Nothing less than that could have accounted
for Paul's going through to the end, when he saw
his life's work golmg to pieces about him. The very
assemblies for which he had so to speak poured
out his life-blood, forsook him at last, when all
they in Asia turned away from him. There is
nothing to account for his remaining, not only
loyal to the Lord, but triumphant to the last, save
the fact that he knew the Lord in a spiritual way.
Reality is found there. And every other virtue and
value lies in-the same direction. It is what Christ
is, being progressively disclosed to our hearts.

The day will come when most of us will be tested
on this very thing, and under given tests the one
thing that will become clear will be that a very
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great deal of our knowledge of the Lord was not
knowledge after the Spirit, but knowledge which
we had obtained by reason perhaps of having been
born and brought up in Christian families, in-
structed from infancy ; knowledge which we had
obtained by reading good books, devotional litera-
ture ; knowledge perhaps by all the  providences ’,
as we call them, They carried us through to a
right place—the providences of birth and upbring-
ing and associaiion. And yet, unless they go further
than that, the time will come when it will be proved
that they lack the essential element in our relation-
ship to the Lord. And from time to time the Lord
does allow His winds of adversity to blow, He does
take His winnowing fan and throw everything up
into the ah, and cause the wind to pass through,
just to find how much there is of solid grain that
wiil fall and remain uninfluenced by the wind, and
just how much of the chaff will be carried away.

These things are constantly happening in the
spiritual experience of the Lord’s children. Such
things will intensify as we go on, and the Lord will
see to it that we do not remain under any illusions
that we have a ° spiritual life ’, when it is not really
a spiritual life, but is one largely in our minds,
Thus He tests, He tries, He proves, to make mani-
fest to us how much of what we possess is the
genaine, the real, knowledge of the Lord in our
hearts, and how much is a knowledge which is not
that kind of knowledge. Nothing whatever can be
a substitute for that,

“THIS IS LIFE ETERNAL .7

Having made these general observations. let us
get closer to the matter so far as the Word is con-
cerned, and notice the importance which the Word
gives to this knowledge of the Lord. The Lord
Jesus put it in the front rank, by saying: * This is
life eternal, that they might know thee . . . and him
whom thou didst send, even Jesus Christ.”

Eternal life is not, in the Scriptural meaning,
merely an extension of life beyond time. There is
nothing known amongst men which corresponds
to eternal life. To say that it is but an extension
of life is something which the human mind
can understand as being timeless ; but that is not
the Scriptural meaning, and there is nothing in
human language to define the Scriptural meaning
of eternal life. It is not only extension; it is a
quality—it is the nature of the life. It is something
which does not belong to man; it is God’s life,
Divine life. And the Lord Jesus says that the know-
ledge of the Father and of Jesus Christ is that. It is
that which is calied “eternal life ”, It is the posses-
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sion and activity of something which is of God
Himself, something which conveys God to us,
something which is the gift of God to us, something
which is the energy of Divine qualities, which are
timeless, and could not be subject to anything of
corruption.

" The knowledge of Christ is that. We can see how
different such a knowledge is from a merely men-
tal, or historical, or professional knowledge. You
know, if you have any experience of this, that,
when the Holy Spirit imparts some little further
fragment of spiritual apprehension of Christ, you
have becotne conscious of a new Divine energy at
work in you, which lifts you on to another level,
takes you off the merely human and earth level.
You know that by that knowledge you have come
on to higher ground spiritually. You have been
taken out of the trivialities of earth and given a
sense of vastness, greatness, eternity, wonder,
glory. Every fresh apprehension of Christ spirit-
ually has an effect upon us, It is not just a stimulus,
but it has the power of a Divine energy to lift us
away from one order of things inte another, and
we can only say we have touched God, and come
into another reahn,

The knowledge of the Father and the Son is
“life eternal”. There is nothing whatever that can
stand alongside of that life, nothing that can
compare with it, nothing that is a substitute for
it. It is the one superlative, pre-eminent necessity
for all our knowledge of and fellowship wilh God
from the very first step to the last, When, from the
moment of our being born anew, we have been
carried through this life, through into the glory,
and stand complete—then we shall have to attri-
bute everything to the fact that there was a moment
when life eternal was imparted to us, entered into
us, and became the basis and means by which God
caused all the Divine activities to proceed. God
Himself can do nothing in us and through us ex-
cept on that basis. There is nothing which takes
the place of life eternal, And so the knowledge of
“ Jesus Christ, whom God did send ’, occupies this
position of supreme importance, It is life efernal!

It is important for us to recognise that life
eternal is not just some abstract element in the
universe, which creates in us, or causes in us, some
sense of, shall we say, energy. Life eternal is re-
lated to spiritual emergy, and life is hitended to
mean to us a growing knowledge of the Lord Jesus.
The two work together. Life means increase in
knowledge, and increase in knowledge means the
increase in life, “ Thiy is life eternal, that they
should know thee the only true God. and him
whom thou didst send, even Jesus Christ.”

133



Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 33 - Searchable

A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY

THE CENTRAL ELEMENT IN THIS
KNOWLEDGE: FRIENDSHIP

The central element in this knowledge is sug-
gested to us in the fragment in John xv, 15:

“No longer do I call you servanits,; for the
servant knoweth not what his lord doeth: but 1
have called you friends ; for all things that I heard
from my Father I have made known unto you.”

Here is a knowledge from the Father through
the Son which is based upon this element which
is called ‘friendship’. “I have called you friends™.
Surely that means that we have to come into
a relationship with the Lord Jesus of a very deep,
inward character—of a very confidential nature,
shall we say. There is something about that rela-
tionship which speaks of understanding born of
the very closest communion. Someone may say to
you about a friend of yours, that they said a certain
thing or that they did a certain thing, and your
rejoinder would be: ‘No! I am quite sure that
so-and-so never said that or did that, I know them
too well, I know that they would not say or do a
thing like that.” There you have touched the inner
meaning of friendship. 1t is a knowledge which
understands quite well what would be expected
and not expected, what could come from that
direction and what could not come from that direc-
tion. But that is a knowledge which is a deep,
inside knowledge. You can nevet get that by ob-
servahon ; you can never come to that position by
simply listening, studying ; you have to know, and
when you know by communion, by living in touch
with that one, you know instinctively what to ex-
pect and what not to expect.

The Lord Jesus says that He takes the disciples
into that relationship witlhr Himself, and om that
basis He opens His heart ; that all things that He
had heard from the Father He made known unto
them, because of the relationship. “1 have called
you friends . . .”

What is the point of saying such things? You
and I are not going to get the real knowledge of
Christ by listening to addresses, by attending meet-
ings, The value lies in the fact that we go away
with what is said, into the presence of the Lord,
having a background relationship with Him.
Things may be true, and of the greatest value as
things for our spiritual help, but we have to work
those things out in the secret with the Lord, Other-
wise we shall be °meeting-mongers’; we shall
simply be attending meetings anhd geiting an ac-
cumulation of knowledge. The real value will lie
in the time which we spend with the Lord on these
things: it wilk be personal communion with the

Lord in the secret place ; it will be what is going
on deep down in our heart, between ourselves and
the Lord, This knowledge is on the ground of what
the Lord Jesus calls * friendship ’.

THE EXCELLING VALUE,
THE ESTIMATE AND THE COST

Notice where Paul puts this matier, as he writes
to the Philippians: “ Yea verily, and I count all
things to be loss for the excellency of the know-
ledge of Christ Jesus my Lord™ (the word
“ excelleney ” there is the * super-eminence * of the
knowledge of Christ Jesus): * for whom 1 suffered
the loss of all things .

The estimate of the knowledge of Christ Jesus
his Lord was far above all other things. If you look
back you will see that the things he counted loss
were not small things, as man values things. They
represented all his inheritance, which was no mean
thing ; all his attainments ; all his position ; all his
prospects ; all his ambitions, He tells us elsewhere
that he had gained eminence above many of his
own age. It means that Saul of Tarsus had been
a very promising young man, who had gained
a position far ahead of most other young men. He
was distinguished as quite brilliant in his realm.
And now he says: * I count it all loss for the super-
eminence . . " Was he eminent? Well, there is-a
super-eminence aboui the kmowledge of Christ
Jesus his Lord. Was eminence his life ambition?
He has come to see the super-eminence of the
knowledge of Christ, That is his valuation of this
knowledge,

There is another way of looking at it, if you
want to change your angle. No doubt, although
the knowledge was such a tremendous thing with
the Apostle, there were times when he realised that
it was costing. The cost was great, when all those
amongst whom he had had recogmtion, place,
reputation, had not only dropped off from him, or

“be had left them, but now they were all against

him, and regarded him perhaps as a fool, and
certainly as deluded. And that was not the only
phase of the cost, The cost was all round ; and not
a small part of the cost was the fact that his own
brethren in Christ did not wholly trust him, and
very few understood him. For him, whatever there
was to let go, and whatever there was of price to
be paid, everything was regarded as refuse in com-
parison with the knowledge of Christ.

Here again we may not be able to enter alto-
gether into the position of the Apostle, but these
things are pointed out with a view to our seeing
that there is something here in the knowledge of
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A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY

are not now only circumstantial or physical suffer-
ings. We may suffer in body and in circumstances
through our own fault, and never can we claim that
those are the sufferings of Christ. But when we
come into an issue which relates to the parpose of
God in Christ, the interests of the Lord, then very
often the foreground is a physical one or a circum-
stantial one, but the background is a spiritual one,
with an issue of more than temporal significance.

(3) CONFORMITY TO HIS DEATH
We are familiar with the meaning of the death

of Christ. Not that aspect of it in which we are
not called to share ; not that atoning aspect, that
vicarious aspect, which is His death in a unigue
sense, But that other aspect of the death into which
we are baptized, the death where all that is of self,
the “ 17, the flesh, is ruled out. Conformity to that
death, where man by nature is set aside, and we
have been crucified with Christ—that is a way of
knowing the Lord.

May the Lord use these thoughts to hring clearly
into view the supreme importance and value of
knowing Christ in resurrection life.

T.A-S.

THE OUTWORKING OF A LIFE GIVEN TQO THE LORD

“ Thus shalt thou separate the Levites from among
the children of Israel: and the Levites shall be
mine . ., . For they are wholly given unto me from
among the children of Israel . . | From twenty and
five vears old and upward they shall go in to wait
upon the service” (margin: “ to war the warfare )
“in the work of the tent of meeting” (Numbers
viii, 14, 16, 24).

THE Levites were deliberately taken of God,
chosen of God, for the business of the bearing of
the Testimony, the setling up of the Testimony,
and the maintaining of the service of the sanctuary.
“ They are wholly given unto me;”, said the Lord.
They represent all those children of God, in our
dispensation, our day and generation, who are in
a right relationship to God. “ The Levites shall
be mine”: they were utterly, unreservedly, the
Lord’s, belonging to Him by right of redemption,
of purchase. They represent those, then, amongst
the people of God, who are living up to their high
calling, wholly committed unto God; who are
really handed over to the Lord, in whom the Lord-
ship of Christ is a basic and an established fact.

THE LORD’S SOVEREIGN PLACING

The Levites, under God and under Aaron and
Moses, were required to carry that Testimony
through the wilderness. When the governing cloud
ceased to move, there they had to set up the Testi-
mony. They had not to argue, not to dispute, not
to look round and say, * What an unsuitable situa-
tion this is! Fancy putting the Testimony here!
What can happen here? How can things be
changed or affected for God here?’ That was not
their business, They had to set up the tabernacle
where they were told ; and that in itself has its

application to our lives. We are always inclined,
by our natural reasoning and sense, to want to
choose for ourselves the spot for our living and our
service—a congenial place, a suitable situation.
But remember that this whole world is a wilder-
ness ; that, wherever we choose, though we may
think it appears suitable, we shall find, as we re-
main there, that it is altogether unsuitable. But it
is in the hands of God where He places our lives.
In His own sovereignty He retains the right to put
us just where He will, and to have us there as ex-
pressive of the testimony of Jesus.

The life of the lLevites can be summed up in
three words, and they apply equally to ns. The
words are: worship, work, and warfare. The gov-
erning thought is worship. The whole testimony is
first of all Godward. It is the outgoing, the express-
ion, of the life toward God. The work follows, and
that is toward man; and the warfare is waged
against unseen and spiritual hosts of wickedness.
That sums up the life of the Levites, the whole
content of Levitical service ; and, if you think
about it, it just compasses God’s intention for your
life and mine.

WORSHIP

We begin with worship. They that worship God,
God who is Spirit, must worship Him in sphit
(John iv, 24). Worship is called  spiritual service’
{Rom. xii. 1, r.v, mg.). It is the recognition of the
waorthiness, the *worth-ship’, of Christ, of the Lord,
of God, and the confessing of it. We cannot com-
pass this matter, It will fill our days and all eter-
nity. There are some wonderful passages in the
book of the Revelation which set forth in Divine
language the wonder of worship: the oufgoing of
heart and life in adoration, in loving regard, in
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A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY

grounds, our tradition or our history ; ready to do
whatever the Lord indicates as His way and His
will for us, as unto the Lord; serving the sanc-
tuary, serving the festimony of God, in the deepest
of dependence on Him.

WARFARE

Whether we like it or no, we cannot be in any
way involved in, or concerned with, the testimony
of God, or the worship of the Lord, without com-
ing into spiritual conflict. It is inevitable, for, apart
from the general malignancy and malevolence of
the Devil, his hatred of men and of everything in
the world—for hate is just issuing from his being
all the time and is being cast unceasingly over all
mankind—apart from that, his definite specific
attention is directed to those who are in Levitical
service, who are here to serve the testimony of
God, here as worshippers, here as the servants of
the Lord. It is to them that he directs his special
attention, and if we do not know anything about
the animosity, the hate, of the enemy hurled
against us, there is probably something radically
wrong with the nature of our worship and our
service, It is a very real thing, this conflict,

But there is only one thing I want to say about
the conflict, and it is this. We in our warfare are
called to stand into a full and glorious victory, The
moment you are fighting for a victory, you are lost.
The moment you are so conseious of the power
of the enemy that you have to struggle and fight
against it, you are finished. He has got all he wants.
The victory of Calvary was complete. It does not
need that we should add anything to it. Our at-
tempts only bring defeat to us. That stands ; it has
never been revoked, It is a final and a complete
thing for this whole age., and for the eternal ages
to come. Christ was Victor at Calvary, and the
Devil was defeated—the Devil is a defeated foe.
We stand on that.

Then why all the harassed looks, the worry and
the fret, the distress and the burden? How easy it
is for us to get out of our proper standing and
position in Levitical service! The moment the
pressure and the conflict loom so large that we
have lost sight of the Lord in the throne, then we
are out of the testimony, we are no better than
those who are in the nations round about, They

cannot look upon the tent of meeting and see the
evident power of God. They are seeing a harassed
soul, they are seeing a life with all the fret and the
worry and the fear of ultimate defeat in it, Our
warfare begins with a victory! That is a glorious
thought. Nothing remains to be gained, for all has
been gained. Qur warfare is, no matter how great
the forces against us, continually to stand. right
into Christ’s complete and absoluie triumph in the
Cross.

Let us just review our own present situation or
circumstances, where we are now, and our pros-
pect, and ask ourselves—Are we really in that vic-
tory? Oh yes, we know all about the doctrine, and
perhaps we have known some measure of the
reality in the past, But are we in it now? Or inside
our heart and mind are there reservations, are
there questions? We only abide in the sanctuary,
we are only carrying and bearing the testimony of
God in this earth, as we are living in the glory, the
joy, of the triumph of our Lord. Lift up the heart!
Let the joyousness, the glory, of this victory of
our Lord come in in a new way to possess us, to
grip us. We have the surest answer to all hell’s
activity—both the blatant activities and the subtle
underground working. Stand into Christ’s victory !

So here we are with the challenge as to how far
our lives are really counting, how far we are those
as God’s Levites to-day in the carrying, the setting
up, and the maintaining, just where He will have
it—not our choice in the matter—of His testimony.
Just where we are in the will of God, is there
that which gives the heart of God the deepest satis-
faction—spiritiral worship? Is that emanating from
our lives in ever-growing measure, as we are more
and more apprehending the wonderful attributes
of our Lord, seeing the preciousnesses of His life
and His work? Are our lives full of that service
that is entirely governed by faith unto Him and
only unwo Him: not in our own strength and
energy of the flesh, the soul, but unto Him in
dependence, in trust—trusting Him not at the be-
ginning only, but all the time right through ; and
are we warring a warfare that is all the time bring-
ing in His triomph, in every situation reacting to
the unseen redlm, bringing the power of Calvary
to bear upon the works of Satan? This is the war-
fare of the sanctuary—the warfare of the work of
the service of the sanctuary,

AG.T.
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A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY

xxviii. 14). “ We came to Rome.” Divine guidance
has to cover everything, If Paul had settled on any
one of these incidents, he would have been in very
great difficulty indeed with the Lord. But he got
there at last. If you and I are so governed, domi-
nated, mastered, by God’s end—the fulness of
Christ—and wedded to Christ Himself ; if we will
allow the Lord to do things in His own way, and
will seek to get hold of the meaning and value of
every part of the way, then the end is sure, the end
is secured. The end will be—"" and so we came . . .”
Sometimes it may have looked as though we should
never gei there. We may have known shipwreck,
in many ways. It looked very much as though we
would never arrive, but the fact is, we are here!

We must see the principles of Divine guidance.
The first is God’s purpose of fulness ; the second
is God’s vessel of realisation, the Church. The
Church is the fulness of Him, and a law of ful-
ness is relatedness. Thirdly, there will always be
enough mystery about God’s ways to demand
faith, which 1s another law of guidance. But,
fourthly, sovereignty is over all; and no matter
what the delays, frustrations, hindrances or threats,
at the last we shall write over all those times and
experiences and situations when we thought it was
50 otherwise—

* Jesus led me all the way.’
T.A-S.

THE NEED OF THE HOUR

AS we take account of the situation in the Church
to-day we feel more and more deeply convinced
that the greatest need of the hour is for men of
vision and courage.

But we use the word ‘wvision’ in the specific
sense in which it is nused in the Bible and not in the
general sense of enterprise. That is, what is needed
above all else is men who have had a Divine illu-
mination by the Holy Spirit in their own hearts as
to God's purpose in this dispensation, and as to
the particular Divine emphasis for the present
hour.

There can be much enthusiasm and zeal put be-
hind a more or less generally conceived idea of
what needs to be done, with a resultant activity and
* movement . The opposite of this, and that which
we are sceing to be so much more needed, is a
burdening of the hearts of ‘ chosen yessels ' with
God’s own most pressing concern at this time, re-
sulting in an all-consuming passion which will ac-
cept all the cost of its realisation,

There are many earnest and devoted servants of
God who are seeking to be faithful in the work to
which they feel God has called them, There are
passionate preachers, and men on full stretch for
the furtherance of ‘ the Kingdom of God’. What
we are saying is no overlooking of this and of
much more, neither is it an undervahiing of the
great amount of devoted and sacrificial service to
the Lord, Nevertheless we press our point, There
are very few men in our day of whom it can be
truly said, * That man has a message from God for
the time in which we live ”.

There is all the difference between being saved
and then going into Christian service with the con-
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sequent studying of the Bible, the preparation of
sermons, addresses, lessons: collecting material,
mastering themes and subjects, and so on, and giv-
ing this out as required or as opportunity affords
—there is all the difference between this and an
open Heaven, an anointing, an unveiling by the
Holy Spirit. It is the difference between our labour-
ing to get, in order io meet 4 constantly recurring
demand, and the Holy Spirit continually reveal-
ing Christ in us. This is a general difference, though
it 1s a very real one, and it may represent all the
difference between bondage and liberty, between
limitation and fulness, even between life and
death in ministry. But this is not our particular
point. The need of the hour is not only for a higher
spiritual level of ministry in general—it is for men
with a specific anointing which will meet the situa-
tion as it is now,

No one who knows anything about present con-
ditions will disagree with the statement that the
Church is in tragic need of men with a message.
Our point is that what is needed is the knowledge
of what is rhe message for the time. That message
must come from God to men chosen for the pur-
pose, This is not a ministry which can be taken up.
For such ministry there is usually a long and deep
history with God, a history full of mystery and
suffering. Many phases are passed through, all in
the permissive will of God, or in His directive
will, inasmuch -as they are intended to educate and
give experience ; the course is never that of the
established and settled kind, and so big changes
may be called for, each of which comes by a new
spiritual crisis.

No one can do anything in the making of such
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vessels, however much they may be concerned for
them. This is God’s work alone, and they have to
be left in His hands, We may sometimes almost
despair as we look in vain for such, but there may
be many more under the Lord’s hand than we
have any idea of, and He will produce them
in His time. We do urge this need upon the
consideration and prayers of the Lord's people
to-day.

But what about courage ? Men of vision and
courage! Yes, and more courage will be required
here than in any other realm of which we know.

A specific message may—to begin with—set a
distance between such as have it and such as have
not, This will give rise to many possibilities. Even
the best servants of God who have not so seen will
probably stand back. It will mean loneliness, and
going on alone perhaps for quite a time. It will
mean ostracism, misunderstanding, misrepresenta-
tion, suspicion, closed doors (so far as man can
close them),

Then, no commission from God is ever just
verbal truth—it always involves practical issues.
These practical issues will appear like the crystal-
lizing of the truth, so that those who obey it will
become marked people. This raises a new set of
opposing elements, If God has given an unveiling
concerning His purpose in Christ which is of such
vital importance as to have called for all this
special history and preparation, we must realise
that it is of very great moment to Satan’s interests,

S
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and he will leave nothing unused to make its course
impossible,

Let it be understood that in the line of a ministry
such as Paul’s the only way of fulfilment is that of
Paul’s abandonment and courage. Listen to him
again: —

“ Circumcised the eighth day,
Of the stock of Israel,
Of the tribe of Benjamin,
A Hebrew of Hebrews ;
Ag touching the law, a Pharisee,
As touching zeal, persecuting the Church ;
As touching the righteousness which is in
the law, found blameless.
Howbeit what things were gain to me, these
have I counted loss for Christ ™,
(Phil. iii. 5 - 7).

Here is birth, religious training, tradition, status,
prestige, family, friends, reputation, all touched by
his new revelation. He let them go as it became
necessary in the fulfilment of his received heavenly
vision.

And this was not all, for even in the apostolic
circle Paul very largely stood alone,

If the greatest need of the hour is that of men of
vision, along with it will go the need for willing-
ness to pay the price. But there is another side, and
that is God’s side,

It is a great thing to be in possession of an open
Heaven and of a mandate from God.

THE NEXT

SPECIAL GATHERINGS

at HONOR OAK

will be held, the Lord willing, on

SATURDAY, January 7, at 3.30 & 6.30 pm.
LORD’S DAY, January 8, at 11 am., 3. 30 & 6. 30 p.m,
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