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A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY

something that is in the mind of God, which
touches all these sityations that are set forth here ;
and what we have to do is to get hold of what that
is in the mind of God. It is one thing, though it
may have many aspects ; and to get hold of that
one thing is the key both to this section and to the
whole book. I will not mention, for the moment,
what it is, but we shall come to that presently.

THE LORD CALLS TO ACCOUNT

Secondly, we are in the presence of one of those
critical points—it may be the last—when the Lord
calls to account for all that He has given. That is,
of course, quite clear in this section, and in fact it
governs all the rest of the book. The Church and
the churches had received much from the Lord
through His apostles and other servants: they had
a great wealth of spiritual inheritance. And when
the Lord has done anything like that at any time
in history, it is as though, at given points, He
comes back and says, - Now, what about 1t? 1 have
given ; I have revealed ; I have made known; I
have entreated; I have implored ; I have be-
sought ; T have exhorted ; I have warned: now,
the time has come when some reckoning has to be
made, and an answer given.’

The Lord has, as we know, done that mere than
once in history ; but here we are in the presence of
such an occasion, of such a crisis. I say, it may be
the last, because this book does stand in relation
to the end—to the Lord’s coming—does it not?
Here is a principle, as well as a time application
of the principle. The nature of the crisis is this.
The Lord is saying: ‘ How do you measure up to
all that I have given you? How do you stand in
the light of the whole deposit that has been made
with you?" This crisis is a very serious one, since
it involves the issue of continuance or discontinu-
ance: of whether the vessel, the lampstand, re-
mains or is removed. It is a crisis that involves the
whole future.

THE LORD’'S DESIRE IS TO BLESS

Thirdly, we are here made aware that the Lord’s
desire is to bless. His is a positive attitude, not a
negative one, While He has to put His finger upon
the things that are lacking, the things with which
He does not agree, you notice that He invariably
ends His inquest with: ‘ To him that overcometh
will I grant . . ” The Lord’s desire in every case,
with every situation, however bad it is, is to bless ,
He is on positive lines. There may be rebuke ; there
may be exposure and uncovering ; there may be
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warning ; there may be exhortation: but there is
a promise suspended before everyone—a wonder-
ful promise. None is obliged to face doom, since
all are offered the alternative of the good pleasure
of the Lord.

He may condemn, but His condemnation 1s to
clear the way for blessing. He may have to judge ;
He may have to break : but that 1s to provide the
ground for blessing. He may warn with a solemn
voice, hut His warnings are coupled with His de-
sire that these people should come into something
more of His grace, of His goodness. And we cannot
read these promises to ‘ overcomers® without be-
ing profoundly impressed with this—that it seems
that the greatest delinquents, those who have failed
most, are offered the highest blessing! So it was
with Laodicea. You cannot get any further than
‘to sit with Him in His throne”; yet that is the
offer to Laodicea. All the things that are judgeable
are found there, but the highest reward is offered.
It is from the very depth to the very height—that
is His thought for His people.

Finally, and supremely, we are confronted with
that for which the Lord is looking, and, it must be
said, that without which He cannot justify the con-
tinuance of a vessel of testimony. That is the point
upon which our message turns. What is it that the
Lord is looking for? Now, many things were
thought, by these churches, to be the things that
the Lord was looking for, and they were not. It
turned ont that they were just not the things that
the Lord was looking for. He had His own object
before Him, and He could not be satisied with any
lesser or other alternative.

That is a summary of this first section, in the
first three chapters. I hope that yoa can see what
is the supreme thing—that only, that essentially,
for which the Lord is looking when He has given
so much to His people.

THE METHOD EMPLOYED

From that point we come to the method em-
ployed by the Loxd, by the Holy Spirit, for reach-
ing the end upon which the heart of God is set.
That is seen, in its completeness, in the presenta-
tion of the Lord Jesus which we have in chapter i.
That is always God’s method ; it is always the
method of the Holy Spirit: to bring Christ in His
supreme fulness into view. No one, meditating
upon that vision of the Son of Man, given in that
chapter, could doubt that you have there a pre-
sentation of the fulness of Christ. How full! I con-
fess that, after meditating upon this for many days,
I find the greatest difficulty in knowing how to
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compass the fulness of every fragment. It is no ex-
ggeratlea to say that into almost every fragment
this presentation of Jesus Christ, you could
erowd a mass of what is in the Bible. Here, then,
the Hely § method, eomprehensively, is 1
bring back Christ, net pamally; but in fulness.

CHRIST PRESENTED IN FUILNESS

~ We find here a seven-fold characterization of the
risen and governing Son of Man. It is into those
seven aspects that everything is crowded. Here is
a brief summary of what they are:

(1) The garment, with which He is clothed
down to the foot.

2) The girdle of gold about His breasts.

The head and the halr, white as wool.

The eyes as a flame of fire.

The feet as burnished brass.

The voice, as the sound of many waters.

The sweord, sharp and twe-edged, proceed-

ing eut ef His mouth.

Whe ean comprehend all that? This seven-fold
charasterization of the Soen of Man is presented,
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A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY

’

called “man’, God said: “ Let us make man . ..
(Gen. i. 26). He was doing a new thing ; He was
embarking upon a particular kind of creature, a
special creation ; and, in so doing, He had large
thoughts bound up with man-kind. ‘ The Son of
Man’ embraces that original thought of God in
man, Secondly, it embraces, in the case of the Lord
Jesus, God’s loss as to His purpose and desire in
man. For when man departed from the way of God,
God lost in that man what He had intended. And
in this Son of Man, God’s loss—that of which God
has been deprived by man’s sin and wilfulness and
Satan’s interference—-is taken up.

But this term ‘Son of Man’ is also related to
God’s redemption of man, and, therefore, of that
which He had lost. Further, ¢ Son of Man ’ includes
the Divine perfection of the man which God made.
We are getting very near to the vision, now, are we
not? And finally, * Son of Man ’, as relating to the
Lord Jesus, is God’s model for all His further acti-

vities where man is concerned. There we have the
five-fold component of this title, * Son of Man ",
Now we can see what the Lord is after ; what the
churches and the Church are intended to be, in the
mind of God. What God is seeking, what the Son
of Man is seeking, what the Holy Spirit in His
seven-fotd activity is seeking, is one thing—corres-
pondence to the Son of Man! That that Son of Man
shall be found repeated in character in all men——
the Church is chosen for that.

The * seven lamps of fire > reveal how far that is
ttue, and how far it is not true. They test every-
thing on that ground: Does this answer Lo what
Christ is like, what the Son of Man is like? and,
having found the answer, they judge accordingly.
That is the quest—to illumine and search ; to dis-
criminate between what is Christ and what is not
Christ ; and to establish what is. That is the sum
of these three chapters.

I. THE FIRST LAMP— A GARMENT DOWN TC THE FOOT’

* Seven lamps of fire burning before the throne ™.
Lamp One. What is the first aspect of Christ with
which we are met? What s the ground of the Holy
Spirit’s quest and activity? “ A garment down to
the foot ™ (i, 13). This is not the priestly robe, and
this is not the kingly rebe ; this is just a garment.
It is not described at all ; it is just stated that * He
was clothed’, and ‘ with a garment down to the
foot’. He was clothed, and fully clothed, wholly
clothed. You remember that the very first effect of
man’s sin was the consciousness of nakedness. It
was sin that brought about that consciousness. We
are told precisely, immediately that man had
sinned: “they knew that they were naked " (Gen.
iii. 7). They had a realisation of it ; their conscious-
ness was changed, because their nature was
changed. And their changed nature was first
marked by a sense of shame. You notice that the
first genuine work of the Holy Spirit, toward re-
demption and recovery, is to produce a sense of
shame. T am afraid that many supposed, professed,
conversions lack that sense, or lack it sufficiently.
But any true, genuine work of the Holy Spirit be-
gins there: we cover our face with shame—with
the consciousness of our undone-ness, of what the
Bible means by our ‘nakedness’ in the sight of
God—with shame,

Now look at chapter iii of this book, verse 17 :
* Because thou sayest, I am rich, and have gotten
riches, and have need of nothing ; and knowest nor
that thou art the wretched one, and miserable, and
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poor, and blind, and NakED . . .” Few more terrible
judgments could be passed upon anybody than that
-—to have no sense of need, or to have no con-
sciousness of how you really stand before the eyes
that are a flame of fire! You think you are all
right! you think you are covered! ‘I counsel thee
to buy of me gold refined in the fire, that thou may-
est become rich: and white garments, that thou
mayest clothe thyself, and that the shame of thy
nakedness be not made manifest . . .” (v. 18).

SUITABILITY TO THE LORD’S PRESENCE

This is symbolic language related to spiritual
truth. When the first man fell, God immediately
proceeded to make clothing for him, to cover him,
to put away from His own sight man’s sin. When
we come to the Son of Man, the Last Adam, we
see Him clothed down to the foot. Surely this
means that He has a fine, keen sense and sensibility
as to what is fitting to the Presence of God. Is that
not searching? In so many matters in these
churches, that was the trouble—that they had not
that due, fine sense of what is suitable to God, what
is right for God, what becomes God. They were
putting all sorts of things forward as ground for
commendation, but this one thing was so often
missing,

This is a principle that is capable of very wide
application. Clothes are usually the expression of
the person who wears tham, Untidy clothes, un-




Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 39 - Searchable

%w&m@ waord ffor ﬁew

of clothing ar not dlotthing, heftee Gaidl, 1mtﬂm
days! Butt the symihaliismits spinittull. Mt it wiiwt we
are im ourselves beffore Gadl, #s prodiucing diame,
self-abasement: butt them, thank Gadl, it iis witwt tihe
Son of Mam has secured and provitbtet for ws im* a
garment of ri ’, tiet wee nney Standl #m
the Presence of Gaodl. 1 ssidl @ litthe wey ek et
yain could crowd #nte evary ene of dnese
8 1moss of the Bible. o diet cme werdl ¢ o ot
your crowd the wibslle off the lkeiiar to die Ramans,
and the letter to the Gallatians, and minuth musye. it
is this guestion of the ¢ ﬂghteousness Wit iis
threugh faith #n Jesus Clivike!'—the * rijgh
ot GV’ (Rem. il 2’2)) "1 counsell dhee o thuy of
ﬂﬂe witie faiment . . . and * the-filne linem iis dine
@até:@ffme §@!ﬁ¢§”" (R xix. ) Mtilsdhe
fltgm@@%ﬂ%%% of Godl givan 16 ws i CHivikit, e Son

OUR STANBING BEFQRNE GOD

Yow see Wik 2 Jarge realivn thak opsitis up.
do we stand before Ged? Ale Wee mag
selves before God? Im our life %

people, or @m@r@mwhmuntﬂmmﬁm aie
we walking as before the Lexdl Or afie e iin

way our matunall life the axrs

the consciousness of those ? Whait 2 st obf
that there is, evem im Qur mhgnon=of freigmed)
spirituality, mwhmg an impression off mediorss,
and so0 om!—and bﬂum@lmm:mth@mpxm
of ourselves. We are right at the flowndiiion of
everything here: Wit iis owr standimg befftoe
God? wihat is our theffore our tnettinem?
our standing at all? It can only e whwt we are im
Chfist.lttnmxstmeverl»emmh otner tivem wheet
Christ has been ° mnade wiitio uss’, @6 ¢ Wiksdiomn fHam
Godi: that is, Righteousness, anﬂi Sanctifiicatfiion,
and Redampitar (@ Car. i..30). Im Hiim we are
¢ dlatedd! “ Put ye on the Lovd Jesus Clirisst”
(Rwm. xlii. 1)) “ Ye have put offf the ¢lth mman”
(CdlL. iiil. 9), and i the original language die fijgine
is there quite clearty that of @ gammant: GWe i
ment being put off, and ancther beig Putt o) < Ye
have put for g St o),
@ﬂd y@ Havepwt@m@nﬁgtt“—aﬁ@mar RGN, B

gthing.

%&h allenge of e Vigly Mirk s ks
v@gﬁ %ﬁ% R wf. _-: Gige s o
i PRS-t ®

R

RALSRESS  seeavalil

Heywy  thatt Wee

JANIUANRY — FERRUANRY,, 19841

par-  brimggs us iivtto wesw. Tt Landi Heewe meenyy conusd!
Iitt il CHrsst, 25 our divthing, whitoggiressusscourrcangy
fiincsss, seanliness, ffor ttlte Trresamvee odf Gaxd. Freor
iimbizat], the wittimadeequuessiton afadll thusscssaacbiings
is fire Preseewee aff uall—stiadiipgginnthe Fessanee
of Gutl. *“ Titrt yee magy . ... sstewridtoedtone thee Sean
of mren™ (flLukieexadil. 386) Weesannotidalibain mork-
ssdlvess, Hazause aurr metured| coortiiioan iss * 'makleeld-
mass” andl ' sthienee’.. You KenowhuswvmuisbhtieeNéaw
Testamant ssepss aimnutt tifiss masteer: whlen® 'weeagp-
me&rlhdfme Him > ((6F.11 Cor.w.100) anddwiveen Hde
anpaess' (Col. iili 44;: 11 Mshnilj 283 ilii 22) whiaetieer
we sthdll the “ mekadl tegtoe }Hnmlmtﬂmtdi@y (Cef.
1 Xishn iii . 228) A, tisi isaasgyiblotkiovsed]. Frow
g ittisd! BMisthowbilassed it tids; ;Heawvid twyil |
e WS BEAI 0 Uit iveestHlassar (3Taal Iniessigs
—tHe dlaHiing off 2 fightieousness wHish iiSrRtovr
WA, Bt e dileiviesusness o¥f Goad tH AN
i Jesus CHdst. Tkt dieals wiith ey o¥fsgetf,
o e &‘*Pé”‘i;%‘f‘m‘%%%@%*ﬁﬁs s
1 S
ooitih tHIts e sni—ile Preassee s é%zﬂ:rmww
May thee Londi Ipagh uss teo ssalic asee aaik m%?e
iy haxe thissfreseaseeal ti$sHs
to @, Xasu willl see Wiieat thadt meaass iin
natunall. @zma imo the off 2 RSEpssh f
I rementssr ressting off thee * Seeer off

W ..
@lﬂk@a’—@@ﬂ @n @ Wit teo
g ek “ﬁﬁ%"@ AL

dhse—he msuur tastrencat] adiwoutt Hmwlwe dirssedd,

amdi e adtttiee Fedisrcemusttsétaditiljy Wiat
) 1itwas tto @ueeam Wictooidd! shieeneaversgot
axar itt. A IHiis pihltcspblyy, 211 Hiss gyaiass, amdl
exaryttiing aiss, weentftor muabhingg: theemaanhaatno
ssanee aff witadt weas ffitting foor the poeesacee off aa
Qumsn. Tt its anlly @ siddelighht. BBntif fif tweoklss
like theett iim thee rraatured ), Hoowy mueth mawee féor thiee
Londl! Witten wee czome ttagattert, whiaatigsfifiitiingg foor
tine Mrssanee aff thie ILord ?? it tweewonli HeeinnHik s
TFeasanee st | timess. Ny thee Spiriitoteedk ussugp
cxnttitnaslly cn it with issneetsamiditectoatidingg
i the Iardls Messenee. Mgy Hite sagy, Noovy thaatiss

mot candigtart witth e LLordd: willl Haexee tto
oiimyemnrodlml&hes aaHjlhnn 1 ssnacdiet!
t If*st ﬂﬁg
If! rn% §éz§ﬁ15’d

1

sg{iyeﬂsm%‘ﬁe {6dr,
ﬁ%ﬂ%ﬁ lﬁéf‘éh% % Mg%ﬁf
HeeWoss

i ihal
Tr&gﬁfﬁ%ﬁﬁs thﬁ’éirmﬁéféh—
rrvd%@%géllﬁm‘o\ﬁﬁeamn‘gés .
t@ hmszférséy tmmn@m' @nstiseess! Byt esee iss



Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 39 - Searchable

A WITNESS ANID A TESTIMONY

a blessing fior those Wi will ssk cmtimwliyto  bellongs tip tte ILand). Tiiee QMd Tieesstoertt ffaggneant
cultivate that sense off the homour, the gjlony, it comes beadk to us witth newifores:

 WrssitptecLord imhedyyaresy (RosXxdx 22, X066 99). T.AS.
THE EVES OF-HIEGHORY

Some 26 y yeans ago we W im“ A Witness el t explddin thedt, ssave tto sy theat it tiss @it
amil A Testimany ™, tteefid mwnxgmsaa stgwen tivee Mamimthiee g oy, thee > Tihteenthiszee
by our brother Petenson, witeosgrow wishy wwss fife im e midsst 1ikes thre cedtouraffeaniiver. Tt
e feel Mth@ymamd vale for tw&&ezy aadd i & thmene off hellinesss, thee thurniingofiiecod thed]nwsss.
we are therefore repriting) them tirmﬂ!nemmtam Tirre W & taiitoviasnd o, seoif twias akdeso
ensuing) issues. e, @ e offagaess. Titresee Wossaa vedtee thieewooddaff
Him_ wite sait ugsn the tinenee, Titen these: woeee

Reading: Isa. xxxif. 13 <16, dyxwi. b, & Zpgin, ttm lining) ccradtess beaeadlh, sugggstine off thee

ii. 355, 8, Heb. xit. 18-224. Matt: xxv. 40 45, mu amh ssbisdt, teo Hiimmwiieo Weas aon

Rev. I 12-14¢; i 0®; xix. hh 12. B Pater iw.

12—14. 2 Cor- viil, 23. ﬁ‘hmmthmeém& trasst vy spsekiingy, makc-
Isq. it & * Eor Denusltom is mumed), @t Dudelh  ing umthmmf@ammeqfftmellh@@gsqﬁﬂhmgmw

fs fallen; beeaussetlieét taveue ershthaiefodngsgrare of the Lard).

ageinlt the Lord, to THE EYES QUFHIR

GLORY. " THE DININE END —

FELLOWAHIP TN @R
RS is a phrose which obuirudly

alysmgl im order to gptt 3t i wlme S;a;nﬂm m LLet us nRIe aggdmmh Witadtittsaxysion Lpedadn xextifi.
itself it does dRal, 141

CORNRY @ gfieal
3;1}“;?;,;.?“}33 ;%5“@' f comRined im BRI We FyeosinmasysiZinghant afeid d treethbna i

thatwemwkn@; W i % A g}my i ‘g% Mll%éwﬂ?ﬂ%m@ewm%%sﬁrﬁe oimﬁhﬁmv gwswgg !
@w O I@t% m@ @bf’t%%'ﬁ q%bf’tﬁ %@Mﬂ m&xgﬁﬁ %mﬁgg imaapiiasse
g@weﬂheéerdﬁg L4 %fttwemm 1@5‘5’@@&@%&%& P
A @fm K @fé‘kﬁél%tﬂ?e‘lsﬁ vl
that whneh the F@p&@ AW, SURgRsking ok U r@lmtm
gl@fy@nhe Lo %mmm k&3 -,%%*— - thee E?‘e
hmmlfs%lﬁfhﬁ {g% lf%% THAN frem t
bztheﬁelym&%%m lme%s&ly _ rrg%f 1 thfe
% o '%Wmm & o il ;
ere is "
show us the congfituents wﬁnmmm %‘(ﬁ%&hﬁg | 8% %

Surely we, too, shalll find, im aiempt 1@ N
Sk Aot et Sty Dt W o ek A v S %g;”a@*ﬁm
to convey an impressiom, am atmosphere, andl we %ﬂg HRSHRess &

shall seek mmhmgmmthmtmssnmtthewmddsthﬁt \Weagﬁ; m fstt)o
follow.

S Y f I8y ?ﬁm Hﬁﬁ
voag abe\ve ﬁfe -} . ._ |‘V&P§e¥

thought i the FFmBRMIN '."
e&ﬂhgh"fhen there WAS & tmh%

thre?e, of @@ug&gl,m%r@ @m% %
en %&
ter. Thenthmmammmmﬁe %}r

UId

m‘%f

E}F‘%ﬁﬁéﬁ



Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 39 - Searchable

BECAUSE OF THE BLOOD OF THE CROSS

Instantly there comes into view the necessity
for some other element to be introduced to make
possible our dwelling with the everlasting burn-
ings, and at once we remember (and with what
gratitude to God!) that precious clement of the
Blood of the Lamb that, as it were, tempers the
fires for us who come in the value of the Blood,
and makes possible our dwelling with the everlast-
ing barnings, And so, in the vision of Ezekiel, there
appears the element of grace in the rainbow round
about the throne. The rainbow brings into view all
that the incarnation and redemption through the
Lord Jesus involves,

When you read Hebrews xii, you are reminded
of the burning holiness of Sinai, so that even Moses
said: * I exceedingly fear and quake ”; and then
you read on: “ Buf ye are come unto . . .” this,
and that, and something else, “ . . . and to God the
Judge of all.” Not yet have you reached the point
when your heart comes to rest. But the last word
is: *“. .. And to Jesus . . . and to the blood . . .”,
and your heart sighs with relief, as if to say: * The
fires of holiness need no longer be feared—I have
come to Jesus and the Blood of sprinkling!® So
essential in the very heart of the glory of God is
the precious fact of the Blood. That makes possible
fellowship between a God of infinite holiness, and
sinners like us.

There is the glory of God in all its blazing holi-
ness. There are the everlasting burnings. There is
One into whose company we are bidden to come,
who is emanating holiness, His very being like a
fire of holiness, and we know that anything of a
sinful sort coming into touch with that fire must
be instantly consumed, Yet we are bidden to come.
First of all, if we dwell upon it the reaction could
almost send us fleeing from the whole thing, say-
ing: ‘TIf fellowship with God in His glory means
fellowship with the burnings of that holiness 1
must keep away.’ That has always been the re-
action in those of the Eord’s servants who have
come into the presence at all of the burnings of
His glory. Moses met it at the burning bush.
Isaiah, Daniel, and Ezekiel met it. John met it,
and fell as one dead. And when you and I meet it
in any measure we could almost say: ° Lord, this
is not for me ; keep away from me.” But immedi-
ately the incarnate Lord says: “It is I; be not
afraid.” He whose Blood was shed for us offers
us, by reason of that Blood, everything necessary
to make possible our dwelling with those burn-
ings of His holiness. So, the Word says: “ Let us

come boldly unto the throne of grace ”: * Having
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therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holy
place by the blood of Jesus, by . . . a new and liv-
ing way .. . let us draw near . . . in full assurance
of faith ”. But, oh! how utterly essential it makes
the Blood! How beyond all believing does it make
the value of the precious Blood of Christ!

THE GLORY IMPOSES ITS OWN
CONDITIONS ON ALL

The reaction of all this upon a heart thus
awakened is surely this: *In future | must walk
more softly than ever 1 walked before; everything
inr the nature of my standing erect before God is
impossible if 1 am to have fellowship with that
Centre of blazing light.” And oh! the bowing and
the humbling, and the falling upon the face result-
ant from a new recognition of the awfulness of
that, and that only the Blood intervening makes
fellowship possible. So the Lord says: “To this
man will I look, to him that is poor and of a con-
trite spirit, and that trembleth at my word.”

Is not this precisely the experience of those ser-
vants of God whose history is given in the Word,
and who conspicuotisly became channels for the
revelation of the glory of God, because they were
brought conspicuously into fellowship with it? This
being so, we recognise that we need to consider the
effect of that glory and the value of the Blood not
only in the case of the unbeliever “ who hath trod-
den under foot the Son of God, and hath counted
the blood of the covenant . . . an nnholy thing ”,
but in the case also of the believer, who has come
into vital touch with the Lord by faith in the aton-
ing work of the Cross. For the unbeliever we know
what the end will be. He who more than any other
will dishonour the Blood—the man of sin—will
meet the brightness of His holiness. We know that
to-day the glory of God, these infinite burnings of
holiness, are all in Christ. The Lamb is all the glory
of Immanuel’s land. And when He appears in His
unveiled glory the man of sin will be brought to
nanght by the brightness of His presence, and so
also will He take vengeance “. . . in flaming fire
apon all “ that know not God and . . . that obey
not the gospel ™ (2 Thess. i, 8). The very brighitness
of that glory will work out in judgment. They will
touch the fires of the glory of God, and that touch
will mean their consuming. But in the case of the
believer there is a twofold aspect to be noted—the
one relating to the ordinary disciplining of a child
of God, of which we read in Hebrews xii, 5-12,
and the other a very solemmn warning against pre-
sumptuous continuance in a way which is con-
trary to the revealed will of God. It is clear that
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the very nature of the glory of God imposes its
own conditions upon all that would come into as-
soctation with it, and that if those conditions are
not present there must inevitably be the impact of
the glory against that which is unsuitable to its
character—an impact in grace and mercy, though,
where the precious Blood is truly honoured.

Jacob met God like that. He was a man who
had before him God’s end fer his life. The first
recorded incident in his life shows his jealousy for
the Divine privileges of the birthright, that he
might possess them. But oh! how he acts! How
repeatedly he goes in a way which certainly denies
the meaning of the Cross of the Lord Jesus with its
declaration that man is utterly ruled ont, and cau
do nothing. Jacob is at work in the flesh all the
time. Yes, but the very nature of the case brings
him presently, if we may put it this way, to reckon
with the glory. If a man who is out for God’s utter-
most approaches God in the flesh, the burnings of
those fires of glory will touch that man sooner or
later, and his thigh, as in Jacob’s case, will be
crippled. He has come near to the burnings, and
the burnings have touched hini. But because of his
humble dependence upon the atoning work of the
Cross he was chastened and not consumed.

We turn to conhsidet the other aspect mentioned
earlier in the case of the believer—that of presump-
tuous continuance in a way confrary to God. Let
us beware .of making light of sin and assuming
more than is justified in relation to the Blood. The
matter of the eternal security of the beliver is not
in our thought here—we are thinking in the realm
of the word that says: “ The time is come for
judgment to begin at the house of God ”, It is sad-
ly possible for believers to act, consciously or
otherwise, in a way which is contrary to the inter-
ests of the Divine glory. The Spirit of glory will
faithfully bear witness against every such act in the
heart of the one concerned, and from the moment
of such witness responsibility for continuance in
that way devolves entirely upon the individual.
The Blood may, in the mercy of God, secure from
the eternal punishment due to the sin, but beware
how we hide beneath this fact amd shirk our re-
sponsibility to adjust our way in accordance with
the truth. We are touching the Divine glory—and
its fires will burn, as they did in the days of Anan-
ias and Sapphira, Nadab and Abihu, Korah and
Dathan—though their operation may be less start-
ling and rapid in expression. It is a fearful thing to
fall into the hands of the Living God—for our God
is a consuming fire.

You see what all this lays upon the heart. The
reaction is this: ‘Oh, Lord, empty me of every

vestige of pride ; bring me down lower and lower
in the presence of that glory, to a place where [
dare approach it ; and give me such confidence in
the precious Blood, in the meaning of the Cross,
that I can approach it unafraid.” There is the two-
fold reaction which it would be exceedingly healthy
for all of us to know in deeper measure: ‘Hide
me, Lord; put me out of the way; make the
meaning of the death of Christ more wutter in me ;
but, oh, draw me on, with deeper confidence in the
meaning of Calvary, and with full assurance of
faith, to know that I have a place there right at the
heart of that glory, that I dare to approach it, and
that that is my place in the desire of God.” If we
are partakers of His sufferings so shall we be of
the glory.

Such is the character of the glory of God. Its
very nature makes necessary certain conditions,
and if mose conditions are not there then its nature
becomes destructive. Paul said: “ Knowing there-
fore the terror of the Lord, we persuade men . He
had seen the character of that glory, and he knew
that if man touched that, met that, as all men one
day will meet it, but met it apart from the redeem-
ing work of the Lord Jesus, that is terror, Knowing
that terror he beseeches men, pleads with men ;
‘ For God’s sake save yourselves from meeting that
glory.” The more we share the same consciousness
of the character of the Divine glory, the more shall
we know that passion for other souls. The terror
of the Lord is a very good spur to urge us to run
with greater speed in the proclaiming of the Gos-
pel. both to the men who are out of Christ, and to
those who are in Christ.

THE GLORY A DEFENCE

There is another side to the whole matter. The
Lord says in Zechariah: “I ... will be ... a wall
of fire round about, and I will be the glory in the
midst . . .” Then He goes on to say: ... I will
dwell in the midst of thee . . .” Three times in a
few verses He says that, The Lord of glory in the
midst of them, and they dwelling happily, con-
tentedly, prosperously. The dwelling-place for the
Lord of glory is in the midst of His people. What
that means for His people! Here are we to-day in
the midst of a world full of antagonism, and tire
Lord says: ‘I will be the glory in the midst of
you; I will dwell in the midst of you.” All that
burning glory is for us if we are for it. Remember
the Word. of the Lord through the prophet to Asa :
“The Lord is with you, while ye be with him . If
you are meeting the conditions dewnanded by the
natnre of that glory, then all that glory, in all its
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will find that that has a large place, as we shall
see later.

And then, going one stage further, the sovereign
reign or rule of God leads to an actual realm in
which that order and nature operates and is ex-
pressed. This is something into which you can
enter, but you cannot enter it apart from the other
two things: the fact of His absolute Lordship, and
the fact that you, by some mighty work of God,
have become a ‘ partaker of the Divine nature’
(11 Peter i. 4)—the very nature of God has been in-
troduced and a new order of things has been set up.

That is the definition of the Kingdom of God.
It is very important, because I hope you are going
to be led to a new reading of all that is in the Word
about the Kingdom, and you will be in confusion
unless you have clearly grasped that definition in
its threefold aspect.

It hardly needs to be said that the ‘ Kingdom of
God * and the * Kingdom of Heaven’ are not in
any sense two different things. Matthew prefers the
*Kingdom of Heaven’. There is a very good
reason why Matthew preferred the title * the King-
dom of Heaven’, the sovereign rule of Heaven
——or rather of the heavens, for the word is not
in the singular, it is in the plural, Mark, Luke
and John always call it the ‘ Kingdom of God *—
again, for very good reasons, into which I leave
you to dig. But the two titles denote the same
thing.

THE KINGDOM OF GOD PRESENT

Now, we are expressly told by John the Baptist
and by the Lord Himself that the Kingdom of Ged
or of Heaven was * at hand ™, was “ nigh ”, had
“ drawn nigh ”. On one occasion the Lord pnt it
“. .. s come nigh unto you” (Luke x. 9); on an-
other, “. . . is in the midst of you”, or “ within
you” (Luke xvii. 21). And, as we have already
quoted, before His transfiguration the Lord said,
* There are some here who in their lifetime will see
it come in power . So we are told that it is present.
But we may not perhaps realise what a tremendous
amount hangs upon that statement. A whole sys-
tem of teaching has arisen which says that the
Kingdom has been suspended and will come in
with the Jewish age later on. But John said, “ It is
at hand’. Jesus said, ‘It has come nigh’. Jesus
said, * You shall see it come in power in your life-
time ’, and, * The Kingdom is in the midst of you’
—* is in the midst of you’, 1t is present.

But here a question arises, If the sovereign rule
of God and of the heavens is universal and eternal,
as the Bible declares it to be—in the book of
Daniel the phrase which governs everything is “ the
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heavens do rule ”-—in what way is it more particu-
larly so in this dispensation? God is the Ruler of
the universe, and always has been and always will
be. How is He more so in this dispensation than
at any other time? In other words, in what way is
the kingdom at hand, or has it come nigh, in this
dispensation? And the answer is a very full, a very
comprehensive and a very wonderful one.

The Kingdom of God was always, by Divine ap-
pointment, the heritage of God’s Son. God pur-
posed that Kingdom for His Son as His inheritance.
Through Him, by Him, He made all things, and
unto Him were all things created (Rom. xiii. 36;
Col. i. 16). But, further, it was intended to be man’s
in union with God's Son. There is much about that.
“ What is man, that thou art mindful of him? and
the Son of man, that thou puttest him in charge?
. . . Thou madest him to have dominion . . .” (Ps.
viii. 4, 6). “ Fear not, little flock ; for it is your
Father’s good pleasure te give you the kingdom
(Luke xii. 32). This is not something extra. It was
eternally in the thought of God for man, to be
realised through union with His Son, Man was in
the picture from the beginning—man was created
for that very purpose,

Ang that very truth opens the door for the trag-
edy. By man’s act and by man’s consent, by man’s
rebellion against the expressed will of God, the
Kingdom passed into the hands of a usurper. Yes :
the dominion over this world passed into the hands
of one who is, even by the Lord Jesus Himself,
designated * the prince of this world * (John xiv, 30),
and by Paul ‘ the god of this age’ (11 Cor. iv, 4).
It went into alienation from its rightful Heir-—and
from man in union with Christ as a joint-heir—it
went into alienation, which demanded restoration.
It went into enmity against God, which demanded
reconciliation. It went into captivity, demanding
release. It went into moral ruin, demanding recon-
stitution. There is the answer to the question as to
why in this dispensation the Kingdom has a par-
ticular meaning.

THE KINGDOM AT HAND WITH THE
COMING OF THE HEIR

Thus, you see, the Kingdom, or the rule, in all
its meaning as we have defined it, came to hand
with the appearance of its rightful Heir. This dis-
pensation is covered and dominated by the fact of
the Son of God having become incarnate. As the
Heir of all things, He has come to seek and to save
that which was Jost—and it was an immense * that '
So the Kingdom or the sovereign rule has come into
this dispensation, in this particular and peculiar
way, with the Person of Jesus Christ, God’s Son,
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the rightful Heir. It has also come in with Him as
the alone Redeemer of the inheritance, the only
One who could redeem, the redeeming Kinsman
who alone had the position and the right and the
resource to redeem-—the * Son of man”. And so
the Kingdom has come near in the person and the
work of the Lord Jesus, and this phrase, * the
Kingdom of God », defines, explains and sums up
the whole meaning and purpose of the incarnation
and the mission of the Lord Jesus,

Do yon say, Why was God’s Son made man?
Why did He come in the flesh? Why did He come
into this world, and then why did He suffer and die

and rise again? The answer is: In order that

the sovereign rule of God might be recovered, re-
stored, reconstituted, the enmity dealt with and re-
conciliation made, the captivity broken, release
brought in. You will no doubt be recaliing much
Scripture in support of this. “ To proclaim release
unto the captives . . .” (Is, Ixi. 1): that was His
mission—to reconstitute things from their moral
ruin. We may consider this more fully later. What
is called the Sermon on the Mount’ i3, as Dr.
Campbell Morgan calls it, * the whole manifesto’
of the Kingdom of God: it shows what the King-
dom . of God is like—the constitution of it in
moral principle.

So, He came, and He finished His work to re-
cover and secure His own God-given inheritance
of the Kingdom ; and, rising from the dead, He
says: “ All authority hath been given unto me in
heaven and on earth ” (Matt. xxviii. 18)~literally
it is, * has just been given to me '—and from that
moment all authority is vested in the Name of
Jesus. The remainder of the New Testament is the
demonsiration of that fact. The book of the Acts,
from the beginning onward, sets forth in a very,
very concrete amd forceful way the authority of the
Name. “ By what power, or in what name . . .7”
was the interrogation, * If you ask concerning the
Name, be it known unto you thag by the Name of
Jesus Christ of Nazareth . . . (Acts iv. 7 - 10), The
anthority is not only claimed by the Lord Jesus,
but demonstrated by Him in the power of the Holy
Spirit.

CHRIST'S WAS A *‘COSMIC® MISSION

This inheritance was something very compre-
hensive. The mission of the Lord Jesus was, if I
may use the word, cosmic: that is to say, it did
not just relate to the earth as the beginning and the
end. It had to do with the whole spiritua! sphere
in which this earth moves. Paul defines that as :
‘ principalities, powers, world-rulers of this dark-
ness, spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heaven-
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lies * (Eph. vi. 12). There is much more of that kind,
and that is what we mean by ° cosmic °. It is supra-
earthly, if you like—the whole spiritual setting of
everything here. In that whole realm of the heavens
which were polluted and defiled, the mission of
the Loord Jesus was efficacious and effectual ; it was
not only for man on the earth and for the earthly
creation, The very heavens had to be purged, we
are told (Job xv.15 ; Heb. ix. 23). Yes, the inherit-
ance is a large inheritance. His rule, His sovereign
rule, is & very, very great thing. It moves out into
the vast expanses where these hosts of evil spirits
have their sphere of operations. His rule is there,
it ig extended there.

But, of course, it operates also amongst men.
That hardly needs to be said, and certainly not em-
phasized. I refer again to the book of the Acts.
Bul was the book of the Acts ever finished? It is
the one book in the Bible which has no finish. It
just breaks off. How we would like to know the
rest! But no, it just breaks off; it leaves Paul there
on his chain in Rome, tells us no more. Ah, but,
you see, the book of the Acts was never intended
1o be finished until the end of this dispensation. It
has gone on and on, and it is still having chapters
added to it, and it is still on the same lines with
the same meaning—the sovereign rule of the Lord
Jesus and His securing of His inheritance by His
own authority. But for His authority nothing
would come to Him. You and I know quite well
that we cannot just bring people into the Kingdom
willy-nilly, It requires the exercise of the very
throne of the Lord Jesus to bring a soul through
by new birth. And those who are receiving the
Kingdom, that is, those who are still ‘ in coorse of
receiving® the Kingdom, know quite well that
every inch of this territory is contested, and that
we never come into one extra fragment of our in-
heritance in Christ without some exercise of His
sovereign power,

A REDEMPTIVE MISSION

Christ’s mission was also a redemptive mission.
How great does that word ‘ redemption * become,
when we view it in the light of this whole purpose
of God as to the place of His Son universally. Not
only men and women, but the whole earth and the
whole cosmos, redeemed hy the Blood of Jesus.
The day will come when the glory of that redemp-
tion will be manifested universally.

A RECONSTRUCTIVE MISSION

Then the mission of Jesus was reconstructive.
That, of course, is spread right over the New Testa-



Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 39 - Searchable

A WITNESS ANID A TESTIMONY

ment. Wit is He dioing) wiith yow, wiith mre, witth
His owm wino have come under Hiis mlkz?
What is happening to those off us wiio leve come
under the Lordship off God iim Chimiisi? Wee are justt
being reconstructed, that is alll, zndl we are lsam-
mgasmgoalonghowmﬂnmmmﬁmmmm&
‘% Things have alll broken digwm, alll gme wirong).
cannot put them rigi. Szmétmgh@sumlbe
done to reconstruct this widk fbric. Hemes, all
the dealings with us by the Spirit off Gadi, im trialls
and testings, im affintions and| adversities andl suff-
ferings, are reconstructive works urtio the Kii
of God. They often sgem to be drsiructive
and it is true that you have gt to grht Hidl off the
rubbish, of the debris, before you cam builld :; the:
twe thingsmmmw&hremmm:mmm
%ﬁne Feegiving of the Kingfum comes througlh
affhietions.
Is itn@t%e@qm@mlwm rfmiedly:
BRRY qrnmu Wi s GRer it
thé ki of Ged ™ QAQ%&W SQZzb‘b Neowv g b
inkeFpReting

y@néthe ﬁgmmm@&m%w

i8 wkmg t@\m@ m Y fsmél B, *Thr@ugh
mbeh tbuRiipm We epier the Kingdanm:; Ve e
COMmING RO the mbRrilance, Ve e ORI MO

the sovereign rule.
THE 600D NEW/% @E “ﬂiﬁ KNGO

4), ey gy threair Haemss wyson the widldovssiintbise
lrvoppellesaress off thie stivadtoon. But Histerh ! A\ pro-

et ifs syeeking). “ For your ssie 1 Ingve sart to
Bettpgllon, aamndi 11 willl Hoiireg dbowen adll I thieder nrodidbes™
@s. xdii. 144, RW. ma)). “ For your sike™—" for
yovgr ssakkee’—ea Hieellean), arnsshet], poeqibe.
Thiis oxeertivow @andl disstiugion off core off the
nifgiviiast cemppiires it titiss werid Hans seeentiaas aan
@mlanaimn it & pasnt, ddspridedd, Hrokieen), cagpie
Now Yk thieedt wip too dddee, 2ant readiise theat thhss
Tiimenr it apsueting Tow iinthitesyy Wity wosht
gamms afie ging too te shitened 2adl tyakiean aad
Hzeaisse off thwe (Ghwrcbh. Antiidinisst
willll e giiveanthiisteetir. Htewilll teeadlboveddtod ‘exadit
lhumﬂllf adivomee adl |ttt ks cadléebl Gl ssittivgoiantliee
tenplleaffGod, gmngmuttﬁmhwm}mﬁ’ ‘(1M Tfieasss.
iiil. 49) . Hiowmmeth fiunttear aean aarymne ggottizan thaat?
Aatichmikgt willl Hee giieen 1 Herthy tto ggo evesn aas fiar
s tinett. Bt thean He willl Hee ssniitéen aard] ddestoyyet
by tine weay cemmitararee offCHrisstHHimss f Feortiiee
auttheriity off Ciridst tto tee diigplayed itn adl liitsiim-
tirilmsite prower; ittiss rueessaayy tHaat 2l ltHissontzer bee
dlltowertl. The IDexil ifs a1l tovedd tto g0 aa 1boipg wady,
tuit tettiind] tthaeciisallwaystthe THrare. T THroare
ifs spyilyg, ¢ Go @s far @ can, and then 1 wiill
eyt diasioy poulcutt sifthandl THaatiistite ggaainavysodf
tHhe sonaeaignty.
Wt Wee haxgesedit %fﬁrIEMtaahlwmegan,
lgm ] tm% ;hq?é 1HtIRRY/ lg%ll%bm %mlm@ér-
m:rg weseieE ASSe— iiﬁﬁﬂﬂh
of Gl "—and 1) hedipxethrast woeshiad Ibset bl esbiass
Wie logdk mane

by imeo it Bt pbt uss hge(mé,?
drar abouk thiss, Kdnegoom bas

Kimggtiom iis preseoht; thett Kdngsttom imnsspiec offall
it Sesans t b waoKding) too the osmr.pa:vy i§sffmec-
tiiomimg). M@maatthuem@hthmnﬂcﬁftmeNMaf@sry

G
2 Tule, 1m ttheltmmlsllmxﬂ ] thississsesonestiing teobise

. %ﬁiﬁﬂiﬁ%@%ﬁ%

x HHE SR

y :;‘ eavblat] yy fdith m%ﬂmwlmm@f

|1,.

mmlttsg@émdgé%%hﬁmge Féﬁtr’f%ttﬂi
Hezie i ] | hE prasssatinh, %ﬁ%iﬁswlﬁm
trmnnmffeévllmqffeév |m¢maaﬁh
?@%@ tw it ?'hgy%nm a@@@mI tdj\%mm thsy
1ft t 14
s horieaits a whistvr et Comae

— t{:%dm Nt amseat thadt thiss iss thee Tastt wosed

%g)(ﬁé'rs
TBP‘&B% 10R§ ]i‘;‘\ 3

thifs ifs thee ssuppemee peovesr. Titkeyy remustidee iit,
exem top dbetin, Wﬁhﬂ;\@lmwmammrtm

s, thiatt ey Hredi oo too 2a fikeed aandt fivad | poess

tiom adtvoutt tive exeadttdiion off thee ILand) J@ewstmtlwe




Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 39 - Searchable

Throne im the heavens. lnmamm%;mmm
was so real im their hearts thet mottiii

other could do could wlumtely @Iwmy e, TiHeoy
golto - mgakwbl mtthme and|

t is essy to off

—&ndyet—lsmnmttueﬁmtm % iy
reserves of grace fior speciall ordeals? lffmyw
feel that you could mott go througlh 2 csateiim thikl,
that if you had to fiace tﬂhmt. yaou jesit coulldl mott gjo
through with itt, yow are taking) om sometiing tiet

DANWARY — FEBRUANRYY,, 19631

you Hane n niigittt ttoteiee aon . I ftttve oo cadldsygou

10 gptimeugihfine wrwadeer, Hiethes aasgpetidiresseree
of gree ffor yoou in twt. Muddtttaat ayeace willl toe
firom tire Ahcereddf grease. ' Ilettuss. .. .. .dirawvireear
witth bolldiness tto ttttettmmnecrifgmm tﬂaatwwenmy
nesNe umu)y magy fintl gyvage tto Hedfp ussim
thire aff msd ™’ (H&b iw.1868).Ittissaa tmore atioves,
mrtitiing greoe fior mee Al safffeinpg ass ittiss
gt

T. AASS,

ABIDE UNDER THE SHADOW Of-THE AlNIGHTY

¥ Hie thatt dvellesth im tire seseest nivsee aft tire
Most High
Almighty © (Psalmm xei. 1),

Iﬁ" is mest insRtiNG and i @ iead e
Psalms, when We re &h@ymdmlwa
food fion the Lowd Desits,

formed the maiin

winen, a8 a Mem, mmm%@wqﬁ
themhghtu wﬂhmnmwﬁh@mﬁmm
of them im ¢ twlmmm,ﬁm

a maiter of guesswRnk o inadten, it Wik
tmgbgalmthefes%a@m@m exead

have
feasen fox vm% PR
thereughly absorbed by our Lord im His syt

reading, but that ¥ mukk have represented & Mt

impertant mesgge fom Codl 1o His heast. Re-

mtkabl ¥t i (he Deva
one of

%

&

makin ?hat @i%@@mx;

o it
wq%h w@eh g %sgaled the Lord

R that kmw%
o, e e véw%
m%@w e

s fe o
%f: ke

FHE SEIRITS N%?%EEXBN FO THELQRP .

Yor vg%‘n m:ﬁa.m%&
%%%Em& ﬁ%ﬁf@§§

g
%’%

thet it vl well 2pd  Paalmh,

apat from thed, iftifs nest the Bsadmisét snoading

shall ebidre wrdrr the sbrddowobihhe altwul Gt ar teo Gastis; i tifs aa thrife pssrsan sseki-

ing ® Hifmas tw Hlkfﬁéiﬁtmbtwpwﬁm Heaaigan 1)
seditl “a tUhndl pespenn:, Ut sdfare Wee ggét teo titke
card off thie Bsadim, the Iathesr Himaslfr tediess thiss
TR W, aanh%asgs “q wlll dip if £ ; Titlau hrasstsebt
Thy IRxreunsh Mee (. 119 Fasr theeresss, 1 thimkift
st %msg%‘? Al Moo
#ft, CaRE i 8

estusting e Sson dr@sh, % wwcw%@e
9 lmm 2 S50 AR I wishh likies thiss lmwv
Qﬁh%mﬁhlmmtﬁmmmw'ﬁm
a QU Losd Tnsaiss fesh ‘m%h it vmlm bse
Heanpis insttrstionn, Heaxems nﬂ% dan Of
gm@% ‘fffah%%:aaftdmﬁfllfﬁefﬂir B%e 598N 0B f
od f Rﬁlkaétlttlmt tWRYy 1§

Qg e the Hipdt Vol

%ﬁ%k f e rﬁéﬁmﬂfér ot thvem ff% :E%
%‘% R Eathe

f
, @Fh IRSst hseths’eﬁ?1 %

S§@E¢ét thiss N
%@égm@“ '%m-r tme




Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 39 - Searchable

A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY

CORRECTION OF OUR MISCONCEPTIONS :
(1) AS TO THE NATURE OF * ABIDING ’

Now we must use the life of the Lord Jesus
always to check up our imaginary, and often dis-
torted, pictures of spiritual things: for we may well
begin to think in terms of a life in which prayer is
given the supreme place, and other activities of
life are made to stand aside, or are neglected. * ¥
must dwell in the secret place of the Most High ’;
prayer must be given first place and used instead
of activity. You will find no substance in the life
of the Lord Jesus to warrani such a reading of
this Psalm. Or again, we may say: *Well, of
course, we have other things to do; but prayer
must be the first thing, and by a long time of
prayer we may be assured that the rest of the day
will be all right Prayer, not instead of action, but
prayer before action.” Well, of course, far be it
from me to counter that! But I would suggest

to you that, the more you read the life of the Lord

Jesus, impressive though it may be with the re-
minder of the need for prayer, the more you will
realise that it was not only in the prayer chamber,
but at every turn in the midst of a busy and active
life and ministry, that He dwelt in the secret place
of the Most High. Not—an hour alone with the
Father, and then the rest of the day out with the
world, counting on some magical value of that
hour to see Him through the day. Oh, ho. Time
with the Father alone was but the concentration
and special feature of a life in which, all the time,
He made it the first thing to keep close to God,
to maintain unhindered communion with the
Father.

It is the spirit, rather than the activity, of prayer
—the spirit of abiding ; and it is not without reason
and significance that twice over in these early
verses we are directed to the thought of being
‘under’: “ under the shadow ™ (v. 1) ; “ under fis
wings " (v. 4). And all the work of Satan was to
try to get the Son ont from that * undet’ position,
away from that true submissiveness to the Father ;
if he could do that, then all the rest of his
work would succeed. He never did succeed. But
we are impressed with this command from Heaven,
these directions, these instructions, given to every
son of God. This is the way of blessing ; this is
the way of fruitfulness; this is the way of de-
liverance ; this is the way of victory: to keep that
submissive spirit of gentle and yet strong cenmit-
tal to the Father’s will.
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(2) AS TO THE INCIDENCE OF TRIAL AND AFFLICTION

Now, I have said that the life of the Lord Jesus
will correct our misconceptions of spiritual things :
and that is certainly true with relation to all the
troubles and trials which are described in this
Psalm. For it is a part of our foolishness that we
vainly imagine that the closer a man is to the
Lord, the more jealously he guards his place of
communion with the Lord, the easier, the
smoother, the freer from difficulties and trials will
his life be. We are completely mistaken ; that is
quite a misconception. And so the Psalm will now |
stress the adversities that beset the path of the man
who begins where Psalm xci begins, “ in the secret
place of the Most High ™.

Now it has to be like that ; there is a very good
reason for it. But without discussing the reason,
let us look at the facts. Look dewn the chapter.
What a list is given to us here: * the snare of the
fowler . . . the noisome pestilence . . . the terror
by night . . . the arrow that fliecth by day . . . the
pestilence that walketh in darkness . . . the destruc-
tion that wasteth at noonday . . .” On and on the
story goes. You say, Who is this? And the answer
comes back: This is the Son of God. What a long
and varied list of every kind of assault upon this
Man. We go back to the Gospels, 2nd we have to
confess that this is true. Men did not say, ‘ This |
is the Son of God’, because they saw some majes- |
tic person sweeping on easily through life, with
no difficulties and no encmies. They found a man
in the fires of affliction ; they found a man beset
—these are figurative descriptions of troubles, but
they are very vivid ones if you look at them—by
night and by day, with lions in their fierceness and
serpents in their sub#ety. But the amazing thing
about the Psalm is that it is a picture of a man |
who walks through it all unmoved, unaffected, de-
livered, maintained. And what is the secret? The
secref is not because he has ability to deal with
these troubles, but because the Lord has said: “ 1
will be: with him in trouhle ”. * He is with Me ; 1
will be with Him.” What a story of triumph, de-

liverance, and victory—the story of our Saviour’s Wl

life!

I have said that these afflictions have to be. For
still the question is raised, as it was in Job’s time,
in the counsels of Heaven, as to whether a man will
rejoice in God, and enjoy His love, when he has {
nothing outwardly at all to prove it. Still Satan goes
on saying, as he did in those days, ‘ Of course
those people sing ; of course they are radiant , of
course they are happy: look what You have done
for them-—miracles, deliverances, blessings, heai-
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ing, provision, answers to prayer—who would not
sing?!” And God has to say, for His own reputa-
tion’s sake: If I take every one of those things
away, and leave that person without a single
blessing, visible to himself or to others, I believe he
will still say, ‘I love the Lord’; because {you
notice the expression) he has set his love upon
Me—he has set his love upon Me. Hell is
answered, and Heaven is vindicated, when God
is able to say, 1 have a son who loves Me, not for
what E give him, but just because he loves Me, and
I love him. And, in the person of the Lord Jesus,
we know the Satanic lie was answered, and the
Divine truth was seen that it is possible, between
Heaven and earth, God and man, to have a per-
fect love relationship. But it needs all the arrows
and terrors and trials and testings—it needs them
all, to bring out that great truth. So, there is a
reason and an explanation.

SATAN'S MISUSE OF THE PSALM

Now we come to the subtle use by Satan of this
very Psalm, He came to the Lord Jesus, as we
know, quoting the Word of God ; and this was the
fact implicit in that quotation—and it is a fact,
and it is stated here. It is that Heaven will care for
its own sons; that God has undertaken, through all
the pestilences and trials and troubles, and every-
thing else that may be sent—He has undertaken
to see that no harm comes to them. He will send
His angels: ‘ He will give His angels charge over
thee, to keep thee . It is quite true. The fact was
true. But the suggestion that Satan brought along
with that fact was this: All right, then: use this
truth for Your own ends ; use this truth to impress
men, to prove to them that You are the Son of
God. And since, even with us, crude as we are,
Satan wusually wraps up his temptations, and
makes them look a bit spiritual, how much more
with the infinitely sensitive Son of God. He must
have argued something with diabolical ingenuity,
something that looked right ; it must have looked
right, or it would have been no temptation.

I suppose the argument went like this: You owe
it to Yourself, as a servant of God; You owe it
to the people, among whom You are to work and
minister—You owe it to prove to them, to de-
monstrate, to show that there is something ex-
ceptional about Your life. f You just walk into
the Temple courts, as a humble Galilean, what
hope have You that they will listen to You? and
how can You expect them to believe that God has
sent you? No, Your entry must be a dramatic one ;
Your appearance must have something of the sen-
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sational about it. Arrive in their midst with all the
outward signs that appeal to carnal man, of some-
thing supernatural and wonderful, and they will
say, ' You are the Son of God!” And quite likely
they would have done. But the snare, the snare of
it all, was that the Lord Jesus could not do that
without moving out from under the cover of the
Father’s wings. It would have meant taking things
into His own hands—with the best of motive and
intention, maybe ; nevertheless, while He did not
give Satan the reasons for what He did (it is no
use arguing with the Devil), He just gave him a
sword-thrust with the Word of God. T think if we
turn back to the origin from which this quotation
came, and read anew the Psalm, we will sny, This
is where the Lord Jesus found His deliverance,
And it is where we will always find ours, if at every
point we make the first thing not verse 11, but
verse 1. It is not one of the ocutcomes—it ts the
basic principle. The basic principle is: You must
abide under the shadow of the Almighty. There is
a phrase, that we often hear used, about being
‘under covering ’: there is a great deal of spirit-
pal truth izr that phrase, and our Lord Jesus is the
supreme example of a Man who always kept under
the cover—the *shadow’, as it is called, or the
‘wings "—of His Heavenly Father. Thank God
that for us also there is deliverance from every
temptation, however subtle, as well as from every
trial, however bitter ; and the deliverance comes
by heeding Heaven’s reminder: It is he that
dwells in the secret place of the Most High
who can prove Divine deliverances and Divine
vindications.

CORRECTION OF MISCONCEPTIONS
{3) AS TO ULTIMATE VINDICATION

You will notice that this Psalm ends on the
note of vindication: ‘I will show him’, God says,
‘I will show him My salvation.” Now that appeals
to me, becanse 1 want tp see, and we all want to
see, don’t we? We are perhaps wrong in our de-
sires, in some ways; but fundamentally we may
expect—and I think it is right that we should ex-
pect—that ultimately God will make manifest that
we have taken the right course—that this has been
right. *T will show him My salvation’. But, in
our desire to see, we want it much too quickly,
and we want it our own way. So, once again, we
must come back to the Lord Jesus, to have our
thoughts checked and measured up against reality
and truth as seen in Him.

We see, of course, that God did vindicate Him.
All these assertions were fulfilled in His case. ‘1
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though we can guess that at least she could help
mother line the ark, or basket, with sometiting
soft and warm. And if Aaron was like most little
bays of three, he quite likely wanted to help daub
on the pitch. It was a united work of the whole
family, as they all did their utmost to preserve the
life of the little baby boy.

They did what they could, but even so it was
very little, and if God had not wonderfully
answered their prayers, it would have been no use
at all. But God did answer prayer. He dlways does!
So when the ark was finished, covered with pitch
and softly lined, the wee baby was put into it, and
the mother laid it in the flags by the river’s brink.
Sister Miriam was posted a good way off where
she could watch without being seen. That part of
the river was where the daughter of the wicked
king used to bathe, and sure encugh, when she
went down that day she noticed the ark among the
flags and sent a servant girl to fetch it. Now came
the critical moment!

Miriam was watching with her heart in her
mouth. When she saw the princess open the hasket
she must have hoped that her baby brother would
smile nicely, as he could when he tried. Instead of
smiling, though, he began to cry. As it happened
this was the surest way to the heart of Pharaoh's
daughter, for though she knew that it was a
Hebrew baby, she felt so sorry for him that in-
stead of having him put back in the river, she de-
cided to adopt him as her own son. This was
indeed an answer to prayer. It was a miracle. God
had not prevented the baby from going down into
the river, but He had rescued it from the waters.
The faith and love of the parents had given him
what protection they could. The rest was with God.
And God put it into the heart of the heathen
princess to love Moses and to spare him. It was
she who gave him the name °Moses’, which

JANUARY — FEBRUARY, 1961

meant that he had been lifted out of the water.

When she made known her decision, then the
time had come for Miriam to play her part. She
walked boldly forward and told the lady that she
knew someone who could nurse the baby for her.
This pleased the princess, who sent her to fetch the
woman, who was, of course, really the baby’s
mother. The princess did not know this, but as she
thought that Jochebed would make a good nurse,
she told her to take the baby away and nurse him
while he was still little. She said that she wonild
pay good wages for his keep, and then would re-
ceive him into the palace when he was bigger.

We are never told that Miriam cried, but we are
told that she sang. That was many years later
when this same Moses was the great Deliverer of
all the people of God. I think, too, that she must
have sung on the night when they got baby Moses
safely home again, and surely the rest of the
family sang with her. Here wag their baby ; he had
been put into the river of death, but he had also
been lifted out of it. Love had lifted him.

All babies, girls as well as boys, have to be ex-
posed to the world of sin and sorrow in which we
alf live. Their parents cannot keep them out of it,
even if they wish to do so. What they can do,
though, is to weave a protection of love and faith,
like Moses” ark, so that their baby is committed to
the faithful care of the Lord, In the case of many
boys and girls who read this, that was what their
parents did for them when they were babies. Now
the time has come for you to realise the wonderful
mercy of God, and to know that it is time for you
to trust Him for yourself. That was what Moses
did. He lived up to his name. He knew that his life
had been preserved so that he could commit it
wholly to the God whom his mother and father
trusted. Love lifted him. Can you say that love has
lifted you? H.F.

THE MINISTRY OF CHRIST

“ Therefore seeing we have this ministry, even as
we obtained mercy, we faint not . . . For we preach
not ourselves, but Christ Jesus as Lord, and our-
selves as your servants for lesus’ sake. Seeing it is
God, that said, Light shall shine out of darkness,
who shined in our hearts, to give the licht of the
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus
Christ " (II Corinthians iv. 1, 5, 6).

IN writing this second letter to the Corinthians,
the Apostle is obviously intending to convey to his
readers and hearers, and to us, what our ministry
is. The subject of this epistle is the ministry. We

19

have it here in the first verse—" this minisiry . It
is not difficiilt for us to see, even with a casual read-
ing of this letter, that that really is the subject. So,
if we want to know what our ministry is, then we
can read the second letter to the Corinthians. We
may have a very vague, an unhappily vague, con-
ception of what our ministry is. It is most import-
ant for us ta be quite ciear as tp this. We find
people saying. That is not my job, that is not my
ministry ; and other people saying, This is my
ministry—fighting for something, getting into the
way of others, getting up against others over this
matter of ministry.
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Then the other side—" ourselves as your ser-
vants for Jesus® sake ”. When we go to the East,
the great temptation is to take something of
European * superiority * with us, and to treat these
other poor people as “ down there’; not to dare to
suggest that we have come to serve them, lest they
should expect too much of us. But if a man has
had that which the Apostle had, he goes every-
where to be the doormat of everybody, to be the
servant of all. That is our ministry ; that is how we
preach Christ as Lord. We cannot preach Christ
as Lord by going round as little lords ourselves,
We cannot really show He has conquered us if we
are holding any ground for ourselves. It is only by
being the dust of His feet, the servants of all men,
that our ministry is fulfilled, because it has this
great governing thing in it all—He is the Lord.

THE MINISTRY THE RESULT OF A
REVELATION OF CHRIST IN GLORY

It was not easy for Paul to come to that posi-
tion. A great thing had to be done, and he tells us
what it was and how it was. He says to us that he
saw the glory of God. I wonder if we have had any
real breaking in of the glory of God upon the
heart? What is it? How would you define the
glory of God? It is that He is perfect in every
direction. There are men who are very strong in
some directions, and very pleasing to us in cer-
tain respects, but our God is perfect in every direc-
tion ; and that perhaps is hardly sufficient. We can
say that there is a concentration of perfection in
every direction, or that He exceeds in every direc-
tion. He is glorious. He is not just good, He is not
just perfect, but if we can imagine a plural in the
perfect, he is a concentration of perfection in every
direction. That is the glory of God. That had
broken in upon the Apostle Paul.

But he says that he saw it in the face of Jesus
Christ. Where did he see Jesus Christ? There is a
hymn that we sing:

¢ Marvel not that Christ in glory
All my inmost heart hath won—
Not a star to cheer my darkness,
But a light beyond the sun’.

That is what arrested Panl on the Damascus
road: not Christ on earth, but Christ in glory.
That is what upset all his previous thinking and
all his previous theology—Christ in glory. He had
to explain Jesus of Nazareth in glory.

‘1 have seen the face of Jesus:
Tell me not of aught beside ;
1 have heard the voice of Jesus—
All my soul is satisfied.”
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Paul gives us the explanation, tells us what was
the dynamic of his munistry and his life, and it was
just that ; he had seen the glory of God in the face
of Jesus Christ, And he went all through those
great cities of Asia ministering Christ, writing that
blessed Name upon the fleshly tables of men’s
hearts with the Spirit of the living God. Christ,
the revelation of the Father; Christ, the bond be-
tween man and God ; Christ, the giver of the Holy
Spirit. Christ, the purity for the sinful ; Christ the
merit of the guilty ; Christ the power for all the
weak. It is all in one blessed word—Christ! God
has revealed His glory.

THE LIGHT OF A NEW CREATION

It is significant that the Apostle takes us, as it
were, right back to the beginning. He says: “ God,
who commanded the light to shine out of dark-
ness 7 (A.v.). Why is he going back to Genesis i, to
link up his experience with thar which God did at
the Creation? When God, in a scene of chaos and
desolation, first commanded light to shine, what
did it indicate? It indicated first that the Lord
was there. Though it was chaotic, though there
was desolation, waste and darkness, the Lord
was there. That is the first thing that is indicated
by the coming forth of light, Secondly, it is an in-
dication that God was there with intention—-inten-
tion to change that situation into something quite
different. Further, when the light appeared, other
things also appeared—life, life under Divine gov-
ernment, and life all consummated in a man after
God’s own image.

So Paul, when he is trying to describe something
of what happened to him, takes us back to Genesis
i. He refers us tp the beginning, to a creation which
has fallen into ruin, but he is doing that in order
to bring us to the threshold of another creation
which is going to he consummated and which is
going to fulfil the purpose of God. When he brings
us to the light of a new creation, he brings us to
a Person; and he shows to us how that, in the
person of God’s Son, there is an ontshining of
God’s glory, that puts into us new hope, new con-
fidence, new direction for our lives, new strength
for the way which He has appointed for us to take,
The glory of God. he says, had shined into his
heart.

THE KNOWLEDGE THAT BRINGS
ILLUMINATION

He says—* the light of the knowledge of the
glory of God . Not all knowledge gives light. God



Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 39 - Searchable

A WITNESS ANID A TESTIMONY

had intimated that, andl it wes veny seon discovered
when Hie warmned e mean muit to turm awey fHom
the Tree off Life to tine Tree off Kmowltelige. Hde
knew itt was possible flor mam to have tweo kimdis off
knowledige, andl itt wes ey soon provest] it mram
did have, a@s a result off discbedience, aknowleﬁige
which Gatl hadl muit crdtsineett: @ knowlleiige of
shame, off fear, off broken commiitioen, sff sthaadd
failure ;; am experience off shadow, mtm‘ﬂig@ht off
bondage mait off liberty. Nlmndilﬁ]mme

knowl aindl there aree still mony ;E@&
sessing that knowliedige, which Mmteﬂﬂfdh obr
strengthen, 6 earry s through.

If a man only ket knowledge thatt e Ikes madie
mistakes amijfaﬂed, that there s 21 dionhst abontt
his pmmmmw Godi, them thene
is no vitality im his life, no dhiniingom hisface. Thee
Lord Jesus Chimiist bmugjnt & knowlisliye off Godi
and off God's glory whiich resultied! i illsmriniaticon. e
1t is “ the light off the off thee gloxy of
God in the face off Jesms Chirise ' THossewhioohazey
shining ffaces, those wiiw have 2 soumg) 3na disy of
trial, those wine are able t® g am im syitte off mamyy
perplexities andl discouragements, ae evidiently
those wiio have more than tie ardiicany men
around them. They are those iimto winose Heart
there hes been this shiving off die glary «ff Godl.

OUR MINISTRY 1$ EHRIST

A Our mmxgtfy/ ¥h 'ﬁaﬁeﬁm

sires, | %ﬁfé§§ that mww&fmrmlagﬂa Iy
had other motives. Ard

i

been m&nﬁmﬁﬁ@%mm amb lmi/g
m Chriist written omn hmg?m zh@

Iﬂ‘ @@n@tmd im e, then I have
do anything

falled altogether. I} besyde thet, 1 am
using time amdi on that winidh dierss ot
count for Godl or mem. It iis whem e Lond
Jesus Chinistt, the: glory off tie agyetithieessiitfs-

faction off alll s need, hres been written gy thiae

Biolly Spniit ﬁ:ﬂn nesporsive Heeats, thaat Gaddisis
Jing) too gyt ioninmeerssliiess THesrewoeee

w&tmnwwellﬁhnumﬂfﬁnmﬁumpy ceorgyesgiiom,

fiorr aa wedHendseeddathurot, wﬁmwaellmkleddfﬁmrﬂne
exstetidlidhiing conttiveezatth ofifaa féorm, aappateen off
thnimgs wiicth weelizel sseen ibntheeHeaxenns; theeee
weree disgs witeen weethmgdhitiinteemnss of fseoretihipg
Harke thaat cennmeentiet] i tedif ttomeen IRt

ane peadf, Anddweessee mow thwee isSarlly oneeaarbhi-
tiisi tbowliitdh weeareettobecgiieen—aakddtatidsthaat
wRen m‘&ﬁm&tﬁissmmﬁwlﬁhmesﬂaﬂlm
wiittean ;; Chribststhallssobeepreeadinat! Hyylipaaaity
liife dhat Are, A mthuyeekae 1120 oe ebdeg, kS
wittitten wpran thetwaets spfregn.

T wymstear if fwroaarccan sl imnthissoninasstry=Sear
tiiis s oaurrmimiigty, nesthinggedise rWeeatire
hmmqg&@uwtwhu&wﬁwmggmm
mw@:mg babee thatt haasijisstssenpsedi ohe

it anosbesy, an wiisten-wocarecgping) teotlesee
MMWWMM(: mgr
Wi e ) ltomﬁwm&swrtmmman S
i omr busses—m © Chistt Desws a8 Lovd
amt| oanselinass asservamss' of fadl lmean, seothiaat Bre
dmmmumttﬁlmgmy Imgﬁu“ssge?um;%}
Bs 1ESTegy S wpEon

mean. Ghaddgjiness uss ssifffeieantt ressounese 6o radll thihe
thviills, bexittess, disttomouss, diSegpuontineatss
and! fisthatiioms wihioth wee esrocourtest, if toarljy thesee
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e

again, the sum total off the Church was ome hum-
dred and twenty persons (Aots i . 15). There wes
scarcely a man of weslith or influence or powar
amongst them ; there was scarcely a myam oifmtﬁl—
lectual emimsmee; they were ,, they wane
distinguished], and they weare mnﬂke To thiks 1iuﬂhs
company of people there was giwan @m incredible
task: “ Yeslnllbewmmmmmmm , sid] dine
Risen Chvist, “ both im Jerusalem, and im afl

JANUARY —FEBRUARY,, 19961

wigkrt a8 it Hes Yesen att any timee in Wistony.
Brifore tey begrem the ttedk thmy weere Hiilidentto
waiit. T wedlt ffor whisdtcor fforwiten?? . .. .. Wilieenttie
Higly Spnitt cme, diee ek witioth sseencet] -
possitle hacame mnmlﬂhe Wittiiin thiityy yweass thhe
dftme(@mlﬁmﬂmﬂmﬂ RRome, aant] ffar

; tthe meenibers off the @huth weete reec-

ttie thundhed] tHuossand.
'lflma Tresiement Isxess us imnwst the sligii-

Judea, and in Samaria, and wide the witermoest mmmmmmn@mmm%
patt of the earth ” (Acts . §). g]wmrqffttm Iﬂndby tiit. Ik tifs thve seancepovear
They were Jews, and they weie to bring their  whvi meectistto coorifronit thee
messsge to a world wiiere amit-Sonitiom was a5 drlifrge’™
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THIS MINISTRY
The: 6BECT 6F ThHE MNSTRY of

this little paper, issuedl bi-momthily, is to contribute
to the -Divine end which is presentied in the words:
of Ephesians iv. 13—, . . filll we all attziin unto the
unity of the faith, and of the knowledge (literallly
—fidll krowledge) of the Som of God, unto a full-
grown man, unio the measure of the stature off
“t'iel fulmss of Christ: that we be no lomger
children ... "

It Is not conmeciRdl with amy “Movement”,

anization *, ' Mission ™ o separate b@@g fo
Qh Fistians, but Is just a ministry to * all saints’
going forih is with the prayer and hope that it will
80 resulk A a fully measure of Christ, a richer A
higher level of spiritual life, that, whilke Winging
the Chufch of God into a growing apprdimaition
to His revealkd willl a3 to its ‘adtadinment’’, it may
be betiwr qualified to be used of Him in wstimay
in the nations, and to the completing of its @wn
Aumber by the salvation of Yhose yet o be added
by the Lord.

This ministry is maiatained by the Loid thaigh
the §tewamm® of those whe value it. The: is no
: §uB§@ﬂpti@n But gifts can be sent to the Editor,
‘AWne&%am@ATegmw\ 153, Honor Ok

Road, Forest Hili. Londen, §. E. 23, England. Afl
@he%ue% §h%/ké B2 made B 0 * Wi A
'E 1§ sent % @
gt el
&Qﬂg gif % fess,

* Personal” letters should be addiessed to
Mie, T AMSTHINBANRKS.

e s e i
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EDITORIAL

THE SPIRIT IN FHRISON

Tae history ef Christianity fiom the latwer days of the A?@a is he history of pikens. Wt
literal, material prisons, though theie have been not a few of these, buk PHkIS WHh AR R Rsull
of man’s inveterate habit of taking hold and bringing into b@mﬁ@ IHRW 'i!ﬁi\ﬁ% hlﬂﬁs (173 Qﬁ’ﬁﬁ

Bf@keﬁ loese and moved i a Aew and fiee way, onlly 10 e W%
of man and erystallized inie aneie: * Form Oxganization, ﬂ@fﬁlﬁ@ﬂ@ﬂ; Stﬁeé @"er

Coemmunity, eie.! The mv HﬁBlS f%‘étil'& ) lam tha t*ﬂ% PRRVRR ﬂ %ﬂﬂﬁ
?Seé‘ea@f%"% ?ﬁzﬁﬁm“ S5 14 ot B%%%%q? R G Y it 20 m;
e a& eas Pression %{ﬁ B@e&n and &s ,
VeR E%?}é mh E'iﬁ% fe

- m"%%

Upeh a lw aa% mevement of tae Spirit, bora with file in e head of sonR PrPIRK, SRR,
eAsers, oF adherents build an earthly organization, and imprisen ke w&&m iR & tRdiiih. S0 a
a08 Becomes a Creed ; a * Heavenly Vision » Becomes an @aim; i%%m% a

MR Qi
the Spirit becomes a * Werk °, Which wust bR kept geing by ke searh of m%&@y AHA AR -
tatned By map's fesouresfuliess.

%E% §%§ 13 V!%lgﬂ ?%k‘&, § glﬂ%‘é%&
g;%%i EQE g F 18 E%'i%&ﬂ% iR %a%%\%ﬁﬁéf%%ﬁ
y g

%4 dve SHifere IR R Way, ﬁ'ﬁ
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A

A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY

Sooner or later any real or seemimng deparitmne: or diversion fiom the “ WM anditeegdiiiormil
order of Creed or practice will be heresy, to be wolemﬂly Suspect, - rejpiessed, andl ouinast. Tew
often what, at its beginning, was a spititual eneigy a liwving resiigy some-
thing that God really wanted and to which lHe gave bmh has m R mRXt
eration has to sustain and work haid to going. The thing s develipRd a selif-misas: ift
will g6 hard with anyone of anything interfering with it, of sRmig %0 10 do. ik Spiiit Mags be-
eafﬁ(let the prisoner of the institution of sysiem, and the propR bReonR: limikd sphiually & e
Fesu

Wiy is all this so true, resulting, as it dm, in strain, divisions, jeallousizs, mvallies, aid eftn dre-
ception? And, If there Is any remedy, what is it?

The answer is to be found in an honest—if costly-2-facing of the fundaieninll question: Wiy am
I where I am? Did I enter into somethm objeetlvely‘? Was it something allieadly tormned wihiith was
gresem te me, with an igument, a “ need”? Was it a something at &ﬂl’” O diﬂ he

pirit open the eyes of my Heaw, alﬂd glve me a heavenly vision, which on 0k SR Made
& W@e is me ” and en the oihier * Here am 1 *? Was it a life erisis? Did I take up a t@a@hiﬁ?

of truth, a W&Kkadﬁ @ﬂt@i@ﬁ'ﬁﬁ” Was I ﬁght at the very soufce of liR? Was it a

deﬁmte angd everpewering ' appiehending” fiom ERAGN? 1§ MYy pesition Wkt of rIpHREA 3
semething from Whieh I ead ﬁ% °> I 2 Wwerd, 18 ?ﬂ),g irprsenrien @% er Qﬁd&rr &h
84 afa mm ef am I e * B@ﬁ fave" of the SpiFif? te

th gF Bk gge Bt | H§ EH@HE 8 W ﬁi i§ i %ﬂ& th
zlé W %g%%%%fgﬁ%ﬁ g %%i @?im ﬁﬂ?%ﬂﬁ Without UB% &E&‘é iBAdt 5t € '?ﬁ%%‘t Q%E%%'}ﬁ o

It is so seriously important that we, and everything, shall b2 kept continuously iin uch Wiith the
original source of life. Successioh and continuation is wok ecelesiasticall, tiaditional, of of Munam
choice and decision ; it is certainly not policy, expedizney, of fat. It B mmh@—m an@ifiies
1eé/e ear, hand, and foot. It Is a fite in bones, not e obligations of a piofission, asseoitiion @t

ea.

The Spirit must have initiated our course and position. Tie Spirit must be iered o ad de-
ferred to all along the way, The Spirit willl B a relbl i anything in Which [He may hawe Hil [
ties limitked; and if He is in us, He willl make us such wbeRls. This does mot for a MOMRM MR
that all rebellion and bid for what is called * liberty® is of Ui Spifit. It just means Mw& Afelyakiam
people in the realm of Ratuie, and robbed of a poxver to fight for our owh

So it becomes just the issue of imprisoament to the Spirit, of something other oF @xtit. Mt M
be, at the greatest cost, and because the Spirit has doie a deep and dieshic thing iR us—

* Here am 1 1 ean do fe other. So help me God.”

EHBTR

The above Ediniall is lar tHaer Rl AN arHEgéC (3 Ititedl) By an ligh
‘v)egaber of Paskiament, cﬂ?ﬁ%ﬂﬂli adml?y ﬁmmnggfr IR —-(fﬁf-i)) W IR By i

26



Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 39 - Searchable

MARCH —ANFRIL, 1961.

THE REVELATION OF JESUS CHRIST
Il. THEE SECOND LAMP: THIE BURNING FIRE OF FIRST LOVE

" Thexe wierne saven]

elation iv. 5b).

" Grace to you afl peacs, fheom Hivimwiaiclisiarand
which was andl which is 1o come;; and from the
seven Spirits which are before the throne "’ (Rev-
elation i. 4).

RETROSPECT

WE ointed oud im our first meditation in this
series that these ‘sewenq la of fire before the
ihf@ﬂ@" frepresent the seven ministry of the
, im relatien te the Lokd Jesus as He is

?fe§eﬁted i ehapter i.. It is, I think, quite clear
Rat I g B&%@ﬂt@!ﬂfh of the L@fﬁ glveﬁ iR ehapier

tanmsaff fivee burviig lagtoecttize  tiom ; that is, He is presented in seven
throne, which arg the seven Spivits of God " (Rev- featurres, and the lamgs of fire

Tavie
to those
g i

features. These kanmps; of fire are the

mwf the Spirit te the Leid Jesus, heaven-
wa * before ﬂﬂm&: Later o in the Wk,,
you will find the eatihwalt—"t
seven Spirits of , SRk i@iﬂh ko all dne %&rﬁfh w
(eh. v. 6b). S@ that, in Imam aﬂa on the earth,
eve ing i judged and dRirTRInRd ag-

g E@ @hﬂ%t k15 tlﬂe bask of e ﬁﬂ%‘l

We looked at the first of these kanps of fire:
would like to add a weord te what we said ia th&tt
connection. It relates to the Ratire: of Ohiisk pie-
sented “ clothed with a gamrii: down tQ e Fook ™
(i. 13). This is the Haiby SpIFit's Buiiniing

i 15 the graund upea which the @hufeﬁ a§ o 1o the fach thak it is on %k@mm %%\6%

E%§§€§ gﬁ %ege ehufeheg 1§ Being dhe  ing for all that we are,
1 that the Lord had iveﬂ §§l that Thak is one of the Rven WNNGS ﬂi‘%ﬁ{
E@gﬁ;ﬁg 3 lime. seoReF % aier, mg 8 y Saith to the chufehes—ie us: It I8 @ e
g&ggé@ when eeeme% ) asfw testimony.-

test 1A th §g How greatlly has the Loid wham pains to buin

Rﬁ vsﬁ ﬁ l§l§ erﬁe that into the Chuich, thai it musit be a Chuich thak

! &W § B%i% is covered as to its whele matuill i, If it is RSt

rtH; O 8 as at Corinth, and some oiter places, IRre IS &

%ﬁﬁ%ﬂéﬁn&%ﬁ%ﬁ% S

teriible exposure and a Wriible
§ of the chwich iR
e ail lt§ weﬂﬁ% %uld

AR Was,
you! know,

W IR
¥ E We HGS smeke in he sk 8
gue%& GRS saved only, a mm% ﬁfa %%@
a eg e gﬁ' 1S), Wit ﬂ@@?ﬁ l§% QU |
it is @ time of crisis; it is a time of upheaval; @VRFyHAL H
it i§ a time of deep seafehmg it may be a that 1§, W@ ﬁ h%E
Eammll time; very big issues are bound up with WeRR %ER%%
Heh a ilfﬁﬁ; as for al the future. That is what is E*M %BE EH@H
Eﬁ E%§€ﬂ€@ the§e three ehapters, so far as the sk 3 4
3] h 1§ ee A§y@w en in the bok ¥!Heg
| aﬂ{ Sr sl i %%ﬁ aﬁ
kt ea Q%EE 9%%@ xeﬁ u§ﬂéhﬁ§t 1;1;@ ol H§ t%&% « C13YRE
eﬁ; \6% atli% That is a Buiing Hmag iR the N Tesment.
M gt 15 t§ at %%A? %&B@Qﬂ% figst la:m@ fire! ﬁ@%ﬂé@%ﬁ
H 13 E ;%%%% QE% gt%heaii oW m mta{; hit h@wa@eﬂmma
bng is iig effect! L H&%ﬁ%%@% Q&
N Bi§ va-e Rave said, this presentinm of Wg ag iy ggﬂ‘é@u a?giwﬁ Eei& ﬁhfé
T
the gg J%gg is matnly a §eveﬂt@k% Sharacteriza- t%%& BQW s aﬁé% 5 I going 1 e

21
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A- WITNESS ANID A TESTIMONY

How much of Chrigtt adoms us, to the hidiing of
what we are im ourselves? Thatt is somzining to

ik atpyoutt, to: adigoutt. It tisscourrbizetibe gyommdd !
it usttm"lTwmumyaffDmus

THE SECOND LAMP: STHEAXDIASIT DIVINE LOWE

Now we pass to the second kemp. Mff tesse lnps
—tinese enexgies of the Ho%&gm—fm a lemp off
fire is a thing of energy iis mashi

ﬁtlnmlbmys

passive about tintt; 1tt i
of fire correspond to those off Climisit iin tine

presentation, winat is the sscond lamp? to wiiwt
does the Spirit direct attention im the ssoond pliace?
Again, look at the vision off the San of Man, and
then look at the churches. Yaw ccomeaanii tiinmeelii-
ately: “. . . clotied with 2 gonment dowm tio tie
foot, and girt about a6 the breass witlh @ golden
giﬂ%’he; e blical symolism, e
e n@w% im Biblical vt girde’

SUBERSIS OF FepResuNits: Mt is %mn@h frorr agiiion:;

ok lloosemrss:;; mmit dnawm
together sg that it diegss not, im amy Way, inenfiae
with the work on hand. The gindlie, tihem, lis&m@mgﬂh
for action. ‘ Breasits' ever and aliways SigRssit S
vice of love. Andi the “ galtl’, w\mhmvmﬂ.us
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A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY

have come into, this world of Christ!’ Is that true
of us to-day in our spiritual life?

It may be the deadly effect of formality, of
routine. Perhaps we have made Christian things a
routine ; we have brought it down to that ; it is the
form of things—"* This is the way it is done!’ May
God deliver us from the blighting, deadly cffect of
formality, and make everything live! Now, we can-
not do thar, mark you, by trying to be original, and
change things in order to get out of that difficulty ;
you cannot do it that way. This needs the burning
lamp of the Spirit. If the fire is not there, no
methods, or changed methods, or uniqueness or
singularity, or anything else, can take its place.

It may be putting ° things’ tn the place of the
Person, even Christian things. Christian work, you
know, can be a very, very harmful thing, if it be-
comes an cnd in itself. The enemy is very con-
cerned to make Christian workers so occupied with
the * work ’, and all its demands, and all its many
aspects, as to draw away fram the I.ord Himself.
That is the confession, the tragedy, of many a ser-
vant of the Lord. The work—you have got to give
addresses ; very well, very well . .. But there is a
subtle snare in always reading your Bible, or
listening to messages, with your eye upon people
to whom you are going to give addresses. You
cannot believe how damaging that is. If you and I
do not speak to others the thing that has already
spoken to us, and dealt with us, and challenged us,
and faced us up, the Lord deliver us from our
speaking. Yes, the work, the business demands, can
come into the place of the Lord Himself. And the
fire is damped down like that!

First love is always characterized by vision and
purpose. We know that in the matural ; it is even

more true in the spiritual. It means that there is a
future ; there is something on ahead ; there is
a tremendous prospect. That is a constituent of
first love. Something to live for now ; some purpose
in life; some meaning in life ; something ahead
that draws you on. That is first love, quite pure
and simple. Are we like that? Vision, purpose—if
that goes, we are “ fallen * in the eyes of the Lord ;
we have “ come down . First love is preparedness
to suffer, to pay a price, to go on with the object of
our love, whatever it cost, and whatever people
say or do. That is fitst love.

Many other features belong to this, “thy first
love’. And because of it, © thy first works’. May
the Lord find His appeal to us having some effect
in drawing out our hearts again. If this does search
us like the lamp ; if this does burn us like the fire,
may we listen, ‘repent, and do the first works’.
* Listen to what the Spirit saith unto the churches.’
We know we shall never fully measure up to the
Lord in this matter ; we shall always fall short of
the Pattern. But the question is: There is a lamp
of fire—is it burning? There is no hope unless the
‘lamp of fire "—in other words, the Holy Spirit—-
is having His effect in our lives. But that is why He
is here ; that is His work : to reproduce in us what
is true of the Lord Jesus. And we all agree that
this is true of Him: ‘Having loved . . .” He per-
sists in love : He does not give up ; His love does
not break down and disappear. The Holy Spirit

" has come that the love of Christ—that kind of love

—should be shed abroad in our hearts.

The Lord comes before us in this vision; He
speaks ; and He says: ° This is what T am like ;
this is what I want you to be like.

First love!

T. A-S.

THE EYES OF HIS GLORY
(Continued)

Reading : Ezekiel i. 25- 28 ; Exodus xvi. I -15;
Psalm Ixxviii. I8 - 22 ; Philippians iv. 11 -20; 1
Corinthians i. 29 - 31,

THE quest of God is for a people in fellowship
with His glory, who here on earth reveal the essen-
tial character of that glory—in measure before
men, and in fuller measure before principalities and
powers.

Though the Lord had a people from the begin-
ning, when He dalled Abram and from Abram’s
loins there issued a nation which was His earthly
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people, a type of the Church, unhappily that people
did not represent in completeness the thought of
God ; there was always breakdown somewhere.
But we can equally say that right through the long
history of Israel’s disappointments, and of that
which is the anti-type of Israel, the Church, though
the Lord has not found a people in entirety after
His thought, He has always had some, however
few, in the bigger company who did represent in a
real degree what His thought was, It may be only
one or two out of the nation, but still some to
whom the Lord could really point and say: © This
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is after My thought ; 1 go on with this little unto
the final realisation of My end, even if I have to
put all the rest aside.’

That principle is seen operating right from the
beginning of lsrael’s history in the wilderness, and
we pick up the story at the sixteenth chapter of
Exodus and say immediately that that which re-
presents God’s thought in a neal measure is nat the
whole of Israel, but Moses and Aaron—at any rale
in the portion that we shall be concerned with at
present. There is a significant exception in Num-
bers xx. 1 - 13, but we do not purpose to deal with
that at this stage.

They represent God’s real thought as over
against the company who did not so represent His
thought. We shall observe again and again that in
connection with these two men—sometimes with
one or two others added—we are told that the glory
of the Lord appeared. not necessarily to them,
but to the rest of Israel. We can say, therefore, that
Moses and Aaron represent that which in the New
Testament is called “ the glory of Christ ™ (1I Cor.
viti. 23). God can point to these two on the earth
and say: ‘These are My thought of glory.” If we
can analyse the characteristic features of these two
men, we shall see what it is to have the gloty of
the Lord upon us.

GOD’S END-— CONFORMITY TO CHRIST

We may put this question to ourselves: How,
in such a day as ours, are we to know which are the
people after God’s own thought? The answer is a
simple one. The more the glory of Christ is mani-
fested through a people, the more are they accord-
ing to God’s thought. That must be a question of
degree. You could not point to any man on earth
to-day and say: With that man the glory of Christ
is revealed in fulness. But of some you can say:
There is a wonderful Christ-likeness in them! That
is to say, the essential features of Christ are seen
in them. Well, the more that is true of a man the
more does that man represent God’s thought ; and
this is an obviously true statement because we
know that the revealing of the glory of Christ
through a company of people is God’s whole pur-
pose in this age. The more the glory of the Lord
appears as alongside men and women, in that
measure do they represent God’s thought. So when
we pray that the Lord may make us a people ac-
cording to His own heart, all that we are desiring
really is that more and more may the essential
features of Jesus Christ be seen in us, through us,
and accompanying us wherever we go. The gloty
is the attestation which God gives that such a man
15 after His own heart,
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As has been said earlier, the first result of really
apprehending the glory of Christ and the meaning
of the Blood in relation to it is an instinctive con-
sciousness of our own not daring to approach, and
the consequential working in us of the sense of the
utter baseness of ourselves and the need of humb-
ling ourselves before the Lord. You will remember
ihat it is said of Moses that he was very meek. Here
was a man who went right up, typically, into the
glory, and he was the meekest man on the face of
the earth. Moses illusirates that side,

Then there is the terror of the Lord, relating to
the touching of that glory other than under the
cover of the Blood. You will remember that Moses
and Aaron spoke ill-advisedly, they got out of their
cover in the Lord, they touched the fire of that
holiness, and God said: “ Because ye believed not
in me, to sanctify me in the eyes of the children of
Israel, therefore ye shall not bring this assembly
imo the land . . .” Tr {llustrates that even a Moses,
even those who are God’s precious witnesses, dare
not deal with that glory in any presumption or get
outside of the cover of the precious work of Cal-
vary, lest that glory break out on them, and work
some consequence which means loss of something
precious to them and to God, because they did not
regard the holiness of the glory of the Lord.

GLORY REVEALED AS FAITH IN GOD

Exodus xvi. 10 : ** And it came to pass, as Aaron
spake unto the whole congregaiion of the children
of Israel, that they looked toward the wilderness,
and, behold, the glory of the Lord appeared in the
cloud.”

You have here the children of Israel embarking
at length upon their wilderness journey. They have
come through the Red Sea in good spirit, and now
they are out in the wilderness, and no doubt by
this time the provision they brought with them
has come to an end, and they are beginning to
realise a little bit what they have come into. Just
as when we came to the Lord we did so with great
delight of heart, but very soon we woke up to the
fact that we had come mto something we did not
quite realise before, something which faced us with
situations we had never bargained for. Even, had
we stopped to think what would be the further
steps in the way, we could never fully have known,
but as we advanced we found ourselves very seri-
ously up against things. These people of Israel are
taking their first steps in the life of faith, and they
have suddenly awakened to the nature of the thing
that théy have moved into. They have suddenly
discovered that in this life nature offers them no-
thing at all. They have got into a wilderness, and
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where are they going to get their resources from?
Being the people they are, babes as yet in spiritual
education, at heart an unbelieving company, they
at once begin to murmur, The Psalmist in Psalm
Ixxviii tells us the kind of language they use, in
addition to the words reported in Exodus xzvi:
“Can God? ” That is typical language of the
people who are launched dut on a life of faith, but
who are not spiritually big enough to go through
as yet. It is the evidence of their need for being
educated. So they mubrmur.

They murmur against the Lord’s servants who
have brought them out, The Lord’s servants wisely
remind them that it was not they who brought
them out, and that their murmurings were not
against them but against God. Then Moses and
Aaron, under the instruetion of the Lord, tell the
people that the Lord will provide, and we read that
the people looked toward the wilderness, the place
to which they were going, the place in which this
position was going to be stili more acute, and the
glory of the Lord appeared in the cloud. Here the
appearing of the glory of the Lornd is like the sud-
den manifesting of those eyes of glory that have
been watching, those ears that have been listening,
as if in protest against the murmuring and com-
plaining on the one hand, but in attestation of the
strong faith on the part of the two men, Moses and
Aaron, who hy contrast are standing for the Lord’s
true thought. The eyes of His glory, as it were, are
making themselves evident, as much as to say:
‘T am here with My two witnesses ; I am standing
absolutely with them.” We can interpret it as
meaning this, that the glory of the Lord was re-
vealed by the attitude and position taken up by
the two men as opposed to the attitude of all the
other unbelieving company.

So there you have one element in the revealing
of the glory of the Lord by a man or by a com-
pany. It is this—standing in a day when nature can
offer nothing, when resources are at a discount,
when everything counsels hopelessness, impossi-
bility, despair, death ; in such a day there is a man
who says: God can! And if you and I stand like
that we are revealing the glory of the Lord.

The life of faith is in its essence the correspond-
ing thing to that which we saw in Ezekiel’s vision
—a firmament and a throne above the firmament.
Everything is directed from a realm which is cut
off from the earth, separated from the earth, separ-
ated from nature, everything coming from above.

It 1s obvious that if the Lord is going to have a
people on the earth now to manifest this aspect of
His glory, it demands that that people be 50 located
that they have to draw every resource from above,
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That is the expression of the glory of the Lord, be-
cause not only does the world at large say: “ Can
God?” but the greater part of the people of God
say: “ Can God furnish a table in the wilderness?”
As far as we know, all the people except two here
said that. That is the typical language of the major-
ity. The language of these two, revealing the glory
of the Lord, is: ‘ God ean!” It is the reversing of
the natural order. It is essential for God’s testi-
mony that He gets some people into such positions
where they are forced back to this: * We have no
resource anywhere else, but we know God can and
God will.’ So perhaps if you are a little surprised
that the Lord is so shutting yon up that you simply
have no resource anywhere, and do not know
where to turn except to Himself, you are in the day
of demonstrating the glary of God in a way you
never dreamed of.

GLORY — NOT REMOTE, BUT FOR
DAILY REALISATION

To itlustrate this turn to If Chronicles xxxii. 30 :
“This same Hezekiah also stopped the upper
spring of the waters of Gihon, and brought them
straight down on the west side of the city of
David.”’

Sennacherib had not yet come up against Jeru-
salem, but he was drawing near, and it was evident
that his arrival could not be long delayed. Verse
thirty tells us what Hezekiah did in advance of the
coming of the Assyrians. It is necessary to know
the geography of the city to get the significance of
his act. The City of David stood upon a hill and
the waters of Gihon by nature sprang up outside
the city wall and flowed down the slope of the hill
away from the city, thus benefitting Judah’s ene-
mies ih the event of a siege of Jerusalem. Now
before ever the enemy came near, Hezekiah so
acted that those waters, which would have flowed
down to serve the enemy, were turned inside the
city. That which would have been strength to the
enemy was so turned inwardly that it became sus-
tenance for the Lord’s people. This was done
before the crisis.

If you study the language of the Assyrians. you
will see that 1t is always along the line of: ‘ Can
your God deliver you, when the cods of all other
nations have failed before us?” This is the language
of sheer unbelief, Hezekiah takes pains in advance
of the big crisis to turn to his own account that
which would otherwise sustain unbelief. For us the
principle is this: If, in the presence of the com-
paratively small trials of faith that come the way
of all of us day by day, we ask ourselves fearfully :
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Is the Lord able to save us in this trial? Can He
supply this need of ours? Is not this situation hope-
less and had we not better give up in despair?—
such language will quickly feed the natural unbe-
lief in us, and when the really big crisis comes ws
shall be overwhelmed. Turn the waters of your
daily trials into the city, that faith and not nnbelief
may be sustained by them! Cultivate the holy
habit of reasoning with yourself thus: ‘ Here is a
difficulty, but, glory to God, there is a way out of
this! God can! I know that all things are possible
to Him!” Supposing that is the acquired habit of
our lives: supposing that is the way we look at
every thing, big or little, that comes along! Well,
in the hour of the big crisis we shall find, for our
consolation, that in our hearts there has been de-
veloped faith in God’s ability to do the impossible,
and when we face the terrible crisis of the Assyrian
besieging, our attitude will not be: Can God? but :
Geod can!

Of course it is more than a mere habit. It is the
exercise of faith in God, of believing in the victory
of Calvary, and the all-sufficiency of -Christ, of
secing Christ as the Store-house of every necessary
resource, as ALL and in all. The Lord will send us
plenty of problems of the minor kind, through the
ordinary duties of our life, to encourage that holy
exercise. So often the first thing many people say
i5: We shall never get out of this! That is the
spontaneous expression of natnral unbelief. The
man of real faith would say: Here is a situation for
the Lord to prove Himself in! T wonder bow He
will solve it! You could allow unbelief in your
heart to carry you away, and say: “Can God?”
But the man who has seen anything of the Lord,
who knows anything of the glory, who recognises
that the Throne of glory is for him in all situations,
though he may say it tremiblingly, yet he will say
triumphantly : * My God shal] fulfil every need ac-
cording to His riches in glory’ The riches are in
the Throne of glory. The man who thus walks in
fellowship with the Throne is the man who, in the
hour of a supreme crisis, is pot going to say: Can
God? But: God can! You see what it is to turn
the waters which could serve the Adversary, so
that they serve the interests of the Lord.

This 1s fellowship with the Throne which is
separated from the earth, a heavenly fellowship
operating along the line of faith, with Philippians
iv. 19 as one of its fonndations. It is worth noting
that that text, which is so often tritely quoted, de-
mands a revelation of the glory of Christ for any-
thing like its adequate comprehension.

Do you see the character of the witness who is
going to reveal the glory of Christ? One feature is,
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that having seen that glory, he is able in all circum-
stances to say: ‘It 15 all right; earth offers me
nothing ; nature says No. So far as I am concerned,
things are hopelessly impossible, bt God has a
way, God can!’ Hezekiah bade his people say no-
thing to the Assyrian: “The people held their
peace, and answered him not a word ; for the king’s
comthandment was, saying, Answer han not  (II
Kings xviii. 36). Do you see the spiritual principle?
Take on the argument of unbelief and begin to
reason with it, and you will go down at once. Let
unbelief come and knock at the door of your heart
with all manner of suggestions:; the man who
knows God has his eyes on the Throne and in his
heart is saying: “ Our God is able . . . and he will.”

Hezekiah’s prayer to the Lord is: * Incline thine
ear, O Lord, and hear ; open thine eyes, O Lord,
and see.” He is appealing to the eyes of glory to
deal with the situation. He is not taking on the
argument of : Can God? He is resting in the fact
that God can, and he says: ‘ Lord, let Thine eyes
of glory behold this challenge ; we are counting on
the Throne.’

GLORY 1S REVEALED THROUGH
THE CROSS

There is a deep principle behind, something
which leaves none of us untouched, because we are
all called to the life of faith. It is not only those
who leave business, who cease to receive a regular
income and trust the Lord to supply their needs.
That is not the life of faith in its entirety. Certainly
the principle should operate in that matter, but the
life of faith is just as necessary in the matter of
patience as of finance. The Lord may put you
down in a provoking situation to lead the life of
faith. You sny: ‘ Lord, I want to glorify Thee here.”
What does it mean to glorify the Lord? Well, this
—that in that situation, which is so provocative
that you have :no patience in yourself to meet it,
you have all the patience you need as you hold fast
to the Lord in glory, and people are bound to re-
mark: ‘ You are very patient under this provoca-
tion! How is it?” And in that moment the glory of
the Lord has appeared and others have seen a
patience in you which was not of yourself. That is
the glory of the Lord appearing in the wilderness.
Other people see in you an expression of Him who
is in the Throne. The Lord has to put us into cir-
cumstances which force us back on Him for the
resources we do not possess in ourselves. Hence in
every experience that makes a demand upon the
children of God for something that they do not
have by nature, or that they cannot acquire in any
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what we do but in what we are. You may have
seemed in a given period of time to have done
little that can be outwardly viewed and measured,
but those who are spiritually discerning may sce
that you have grown in that time from a spiritual
pygmy to a giant. Trye ministry is not what we do,
but the measure in which we express the Oue in
the glory, That is service ; that is ministry ; reveal-
ing the glory of the Lord here upon earth wherever
and in whatever circumstances we may be in the
will of God. Paul gloried because there was a sweet
savour of Christ by the gift of the Philippians. He
has just said: “I have all things, and abound . . .”
He is not going to be overwhelmed with delight be-
cause he has received the gift—the gift was nothing
to him in itself. He could go on and trust the Lord
without it ; but he says: ‘I am sa inll because
Christ has been glorified by your gift!” You see
the scale of values is tremendously high,

We must put this guestion to ourselves. What ig
our scale of values? Where do we stand? What is
it that constitutes for us the real measure of any-
thing at all? God’s measure is the degree in which
He sees the likeness of His Son, the degree in
which the Spirit of Christ is expressed, the degree
in which those who are concerned with that thing
are growing in grace. That is God’s scale of values ;
‘ he that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord.” Christ
is * made unto us wisdom, righteousness, sanctifica-
tion and redemption.” What a contrast between the
bulk of the Lord’s people and the few! The bulk
measure everything by its outward effect, its visible
dimensions, and the few measure everything by its
spiritual value. It is the inward growth of Christ,
the measure in which Christ is developed in a soul
or in a company, that makes the true measure of
that company. Laodicea says: “1 am rich, and in-
creased with goods, and have need of nothing . ..”
Ah! there is a wrong scale of values. The Lord’s
comment is: “T counsel thee to buy of me gold

MARCH — APRI1L, 1961.

refined by fire, that thou mayest become rich . . .
and eyesalve to anoint thine eyes, that thou mayest
see.” When f(our eyes are anointed so that you can
see, you will see the eyes of glory up there looking
down, and what they are looking for is their own
likeness here. That glory yonder is seeking to find
some reflection here.

It is the life of faith into which we are called that
will be the glory of Christ in us. The Lord will see
to it that we are touched somewhere. He will so
place us that we are forced to recognise we need
something we have not got. It will be some moral
grace very likely, patience, love ; we shall suddenly
discover that instead of being radiant with holy
joy we are presenting a miserable face to the on-
lookers, and we have said until now: ‘ Well, T am
placed in a very difficult position ; you would not
enjoy life if you were placed as 1 am.” Paual was in
a prison when he wrote to the Philippians, and the
key-note of his epistle is joy! It is the very oppor-
tunity for us to reveal the glory of Christ, to obtain
from Him the joy necessary to triumph in a hard
place, And those who witness us will have to con-
fess that our joy is not of nature—it is from another
source ; and our testimony is: ‘It is the joy of the
Lord which is our strength.” That is only putting in
another way: * The glory of the Lord appeared in
the cloud.” All Israel saw the glory in the case of
Moses and Aaron, and all will see the glory of God
in us, as Barnabas saw when he went down to
Antioch—he saw the grace of God in them and
was glad. We know that His glory is the glory of
His grace. May the Lord see it in us more and
more,

This is just one phase of the life of faith ; every-
thing out from God. Let us urge again the cultivat-
ing of that holy habit ; saying in all circumstances :
God can! when all the rest of the people are say-
ing: Tt is hopeless! That is the glory of the Lord.

G.P.

FOR BOYS AND GIRLS
THE REAL THING

MANY years ago there was in Spain a blind
beggar who made his living by playing his violin
in the various city squares. His name was Pablo ;
he had no family, bul lived all alone in onc room
in a poor district of the city. In another room of
the same house there lived a boy called Marco.
He also was very poor, and was glad to earn an
odd penny by acting as guide to the old violin
player. A kind of friendship sprang up between
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the two, a friendship which was made stronger by
the fact that Marco loved music, and was never
tired of listening to the few simple tunes which
Pablo nsed to play.

Marco longed 1o be able to play for himself,
but he found that the old man kept careful watch
over the instrument, never allowing it to go out of
his reach. So although the boy spent many hours
listening to the music, both in the streets and in
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the home, be was never able to handle the violin
for himself.

He thought, however, of a plan by which he
could learn to play by himself. He got together
some pieces of wood and some string, and with
these he made himself an imitation violin and bow.
Of course, they made no sound, which was just as
well, for although Pablo was blind, he had good
hearing, and if be had known about it he might
not have liked this idea of a dummy violin.

Now you must not think that Marco was care-
less in what he did. No, for although his ° strings *
were only made of string, there were four of them,
and he took great pains to copy carefully the way
in which the musician used his left hand. He
learned to move his own fingers in just the same
way, pressing them, moving them up aud down,
passing from one string to another, and giving
great care to every detail. He concentrated on one
tune which the old man often played, and after a
time he learned every movement both of the
fingers of his left hand, and also of the dummy
‘bow’ which he held in his right hand. Even
when he was alone, he practised in this way, hum-
ming the tune to himself as he pretended to play
on his makeshift instrument.

He often longed for the day when he would sur-
prise his old friend by his perfect playing of the
tune on the real violin. At last that day seemed to
have come. When he went to accompany Pablo to
the square, he found that the old man was ill and
unable ito go out. What could he do to get money
for his food? “ Do?’, exclaimed Marco. * Why, you
must must let me go and play instead !’ Laughing,
the musician poimted out that it took a lot of teach-
ing and practice for one to play the violin. * But
I can play already ’, Marco replied ; ‘I bave prac-
tised and practised, until T know the tune by
heart’ When he explained what he had been do-
ing, the old man was so surprised that he was
ready to hand over his preciouns violin to let Marco
prove his words.

Proudly and expectantly the lad took up the
real violin with the real bow, and proceeded to
follow the movements which he knew so well.
What a sad surprise awaited him! Instead of the
gay little tiie which ought to have come, there was

only the strangest mixture of groans and squeaks.
Clearly something had gone wrong. It had. In fact
it had been wrong from the start. For Marco had
imagined that music can be produced by outward
imitation, by simply copying the actions of an-
other musician. Music cannot be made that way.
It must come from the inside, from the personal
knowledge and experience of the one who wishes
to play.

It was a very sad Marco who went out that
morning to look for othor ways of earning money,
but he did so with such a good will that by the end
of the day he had enough for himself and for
Pablo too. What a happy evening they spent to-
gether, now that the old man felt better and was
able to enjoy the food which Marco proudly
brought home. By now he was able to langh with
Pablo over his first attempt to play the violin,
What was better, his old friend was so pleased with
him that he agreed to teach Marco to play properly
on the real instrument.

So Marco had to start all over again. He could
not begin with the tune, but had to have the very
simplest lessons. It took a lot of time and patience,
but in the end the same skill which had been in
Pablo was now in him. He was no longer watch-
ing another in an attempt to imitate his move-
ments, but was doing what he himself, Marco the
musician, knew to be the right fingering and
bowing.

Music cannot be imitated from without. Nor
can hving. Especially the true living which is
the Christian life. If we watch others and try to be
like them, or if we read good books and try to do
what they tell us, we shall still not be Christians.
When people expect to hear the beaytiful melody
of Christ from us, all that will come will be the
groans and squeaks of our own nature. No, we
too must begin at the beginning. The Lord Jesus
will be our Master if we put ourselves in His
hands, but He will begin on the inside, and show
us how He can live out His life in and through us.
That is why David prayed: * Create in me a clean
heart, O God ; and renew a right spirit within me ™
{Psalm 51. 10). That is a prayer which God will
answer if you pray it sincerely.

H.F.
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THE GOSPEL OF THE KINGDOM

IL

IN the thirteenth chapter of the Gospel by
Matthew, which we may have open before us by
way of reminder, we find the operation of the
Kingdom illustrated in a sevenfold way.

THE PARABLES OF THE KINGDOM

I do not propose to attempt anm exposition of that
sevenfold way, but will simply lift out from the
chapter the salient features of the operation of the
sovereign rule of God, We have here that operation
illustrated, in- what have come to be called °the
parables of the Kingdom’. That is the title which
men have given to them, but it is well to remember
that the title which the Lord Jesus gave to them
was ‘ the mysteries of the Kingdom .

THE KEY TO THE PARABLES

These parables, or mysteries, of the Kingdom of
Heaven are really impossible of understanding,
except in the light of the definition of the Kingdom
which we have just given—that is, as the sovereign
rule of God. If you interpret them as indicating
primarily a realm or nature, then you have gone be-
yond their warrant, and you will most certainly get
into confusion. Few parts of the New Testament
have been more subject to controversy than these
parables. The various interpretations that have
been given to them have divided students and
teachers into irreconcilable schools. We shall see
something of that as we go along. It is therefore
necessary to discover the key to the parables, in
order to be saved from this confusion and contra-
diction ; and that key undoubtedly lies in the de-
finition of the Kingdom as the sovereign rule of
God. Let me repeat: I am not embarking upon an
exposition of these parables, but seeking to get at
something of very great importance and value to
ourselves at this time,

THE PARABLE OF THE SOWER

The first is what is called the parable of the
sower (vv. 18 -23). The Lord Jesus said that the
seed is the word of the Kingdom. “ When anyone
heareth the word of the kingdom ™, He said. Now
re-translate that as ‘the word of the sovereign
rule’. The word of the sovereign rule has gone
forth. What is the result? Very largely failure. The
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success in the positive sense is very limited, com-
paratively—some thirty, some sixty, some a hun-
dredfold. You see how impossible it is to impart
to the Kingdom the idea of a realm or a nature.
That would imply that within the realm where God
rules you have very largely failure. But that is not
the teaching of the parable. The teaching of the
parable is this. The word of the sovereign rule is
sent forth, like seed ; and, no matter if there is a
large failure in response and reaction to that word,
God is successful in the end with a body that is
prodnctive of that which is implicit in the Word.

Yes, man may fail. He may receive apparently
with gladness, and then it may all come to nothing.
He may respond in a way, and seem to be going to
turn out all right—and then, because of difficulties
and adversities, just fade out. But let there be fail-
ure, disappointment, breakdown: no matter—God
gets something in His sovereignty. There is some-
thing that this sovereign government of God se-
cares. You see, this is a tremendous word of the
sovereignty for labourers. You labour, you scatter,
you give. you work, you travail ; but, if it is the
word of the sovereign rule in very truth, it cannot
ultimately fail. There may be much disappoint-
ment, but there will be an issue which answers to
the intemion of the One who gave it. Very simple :
but you see how important it is to recognise the
all-governing law of the sovereign rule which can-
not, fully and finally, ultimately be defeated. A
great deal may seem to argue that the labour is in
vain ; but the Lord is saying here in thig parable :
“No! When it is a word of the rule of God, it can-
not ultimately return wholly void ; there will be
something resulting from it The sovereignty is
governing.

THE WHEAT AND THE TARES

The next is that commonly called the parable
of the wheat and the tares—the darnel (vv. 23 -
30). Here from the word the thought passes to per-
sons. It is not the word that is now sown— 1t is
persons that are sown. Children of the Kingdom
are sown in the earth, and then by night the enemy
comes and sows his own children, children of Ars
kingdom. They are the children of the Devil, His
method is suitable to his object. His object being
completely to nullify what is of God, his method
is to imitate it. That is a wile of that evil wisdom
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leaven’ (I Cor. v. 7). Everywhere it is something
evil. The function or effect of Ieaven is to disin-
tegrate, to break up, to tear apart—every house-
wife knows that. And it is not different here: siill
it is leaven and still it is evil. If you say that the
Kingdom of Heaven, as a realm, is like that, you
are in trouble. But the sovereign rule of God knows
all about this deep, secret movement of disinte-
gration, of evil, that has come into the realm of
Divine things. It is not the Kingdom of Heaven
that is like an alcoholic fermentation, disintegra-
tion, putrefaction. a

{b} THE WOMAN

It is only necessary to look at such passages of
Scripture as Revelation ii. 20 - 23 (“ the woman
Jezebel ), and Revelation xvii (“ the great harlot ™)
to realise that a “ woman ™ so often in the Bible
is the symbol of a system. Again and again it has
been a woman, either personally or symbolically,
who has corrupted Divine things, or brought cor-
ruption ito relationship with them. See Samson ;
see Solomon ; see later kings for examples. In the
message to Thyatira, this insinuation of evil and
corruption into the House of God is the occasion
of the severest judgment—for it is called “the
deep things of Satan ™ (Rev. ii. 24). What fore-
knowledge and foresight our Lord had in these
parables! But let us go on.

(c) THREE MEASURES

Three measures. Remember that three is the
number of Divine Persons and Divine things. Evil
has spread even through the Church, so that with-
in Christianity itself the very Divine Persons have
been subjected to questions and doubts. God Him-
self-—the Son. the Spirit—has been misrepresented.
With many other things of God, evil has come in
to break them up—to destroy their effectiveness
and power by destroying their solidity. What are
you going to do about it?

The sovereign rule of God takes account of it
-—the working of evil, the working of falsehood,
the working of misrepresentation and misinterpre-
tation of the thiugs of God. History is just full of
it, as we know. We hate using terms and labels, but
is it not just that which has happened in the last
hundred years in the realm called * Modernism ’ or
¢ Liberalism *? Is it not the leaven disintegrating
Divine things? The very Person of Jesus Christ is
stripped of His Deity ; the very Word of God is
denied its authority and its finality ; the very Holy
Spirit is degraded from His dignity as a Divine

Person ; and so on. The Lord Jesus discerned the
future, saw the way things would go, and spoke
like this. He was saying, ‘ This very generation
will not be out before all sorts of heresies and
errors will come into the realm of Divine things’
—which they did.

But the sovereign rule of God goes on. This
does not spell God’s confusion and God’s defeat.
His sovereignty is greater than all this. It is the
only way really to be consistent both with the
teaching of Scripture and with history itself. Surely
it must be sheer blindness that reads history in any
other way. As 1 said, I am not expounding these
parables, but lifting out the point that is conmmon
to them all. From various angles, for various
and differing causes, in differing situations, right
down the age: whatever may be permitted by that
sovereignty, that sovereignty is equal to it all, and
will be fully vindicated in the end.

THE PARABLE OF THE DRAG-NET

We reach the last parable, that of the great drag-
net let down into the sea—the sea always speaking
of humanity—and gathering a great multitude of
fishes. Yes, the sovereignty of God does that: in
comes the net, with its multitade of fishes of all
sorts, and then sovercignty gets to work and separ-
ates the good from the bad, and in the end God has
what He was after from the beginning. He has pot
it at last. That is how the sovereignty works. There
is much instruction here for Christians and for
Christian workers. If we had our way, we would
g0 to work to see to it that we always and only
have the thing that is absolutely and certainly and
positively according to God’s mind: we would
select that, and put a hedge round it, and set up
walls about it, and we would protect it and keep it,
as an exclusive company. But these parables say,
No! The sovereignty of Heaven does not do that
sort of thing. The sovereignty of Heaven permits
and tolerates very much that will ultimately be
found to be not according to Heaven. Yes, it takes
account of much ; but it is driving its own course,
and, in the end, through all, God will have what
He set His heart upon.

THE COMPREHENSIVENESS OF THE
RULE OF GOD

To sum up—see how comprehensive is this rule
of God. The sovereignty of God is one of the most
problematic and perplexing things to Christians, in
relation to what God will allow even in associa-
tiop with His own work. We would not do that at
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jects the grace of God, and it plunges back into
the morass of its own sinfulness.

So Satan is always trying to work upon us that
we should be thus defeated. Bur note that a de-
feated Christian is not a weak Christian, an unin-
structed Christian. The defeated Christian is one
who does not expect to get the victory. Lose your
expectation and you are defeated.

*Now’, says the Apostle, “s0 much the more,
as ye see the day drawing nigh ”. This will be one
of the features of those difficult days which we
believe will precede the coming of the Lord, that
Satan will be the more active in seeking to drive
the people of God to despair. Indeed, are we inot
already finding in some measure that this is s0?
I am not thinking necessarily of people who arc
naturally of a despairing dispositien and so are
miserable about everything. I mean despair about
spiritual victory, about the purposes of God,
about the interests of the Lord, about what can be
for Christ. The difficultics are mounting up. The
amazing thing is that those of us who for years
have believed and even preached that the nearer
the Lord’s coming is, the more the difficulties
would be, are very often the first to say, ‘It is no
good—I give it up; I cannot take that course, 1
cannot follow that way.” That is just exactly what
Satan wanted! So we see that this is a very subile
onslaught of his against the hope that should fill
the hearts of the people of God ; and therefore the
call of the Lord to us all is to refuse absolutely
to be involved in that trap, and ‘so much the
more’ to hold fast without wavering the confes-
sion of our hope.

FAITH AND HOPE CONTRASTED

What are the characteristics of faith and hope
as they differ from onz another? Tt is not alto-
gether easy to say. Of course, faith and hope over-
lap. I think, however, that it is possible, without
losing your faith in the Lord, io be nevertheless
not marked by a virile hope in God. Faith is con-

cerned with the present and with my own personal

relationship with God-—at least, very often. Hope
is concerned not so much with the present as with
the future ; not so much with my personal rela-
tionship with God as with what God will do. I
hope God will do something,

FAITH AND HOPE AS SEEN IN JOB
Perhaps the most helpful example is Job. Job

never really wavered in his faith, but he did waver
in his hope. In spite of every onslaught of the
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Devil, and in spite of having to say, as he did,
“ My days are swifter than a weaver’s shuttle, and
are spent without hope ” (Job vii. 6); a man who
had no prospect at all ; even in the depths of that
kind of despair, Job could still say: *“ Though he
slay me, yet will ¥ trust him * (xiii. 15). Probably
many of us are like that. We will never lose faith
in the Lord as our Saviour.

But there were times, high-lights in Job's ex-
perieace, when, though outwardly it was just as
hopeless, he mommted right up above himself and
expressed not only a personal faith in the love of
God, but a deep conviction that he was yet going
to see the glory of God. *1 know , he said in one
of those great moments, “ I know that my Re-
deemer liveth . . . whom I, even I, shall see, on my
side ” {xix. 25, 27 a.r.v.). That is hope. In one of
those times when he was most perplexed, when
he could not find the Lord anywhere, he said, 1
do not know anything, where He is, what He is
doing, but He knows.” *“ He knoweth the way that
I take ; when he hath tried me, I shall come forth
as gold ™ (xxii. 10). That is hope. That is a step
farther than saying, “ Though he slay me, yet will
I trust him.” He was in effect saying, * Though He
slay me, He will raise me from the dead and fiil
my life with glory.’

So we see the importance, not merely of a per-
sonal faith in the Lord, but of the Apostle’s
exhortation to “ hold fast our hope without waver-
ing’, steadily, consistently. Poor Job did not do
that. But Job had not the privileges, the revelation
and the indwelling Spirit that we have; he had
not the promises that we have. Let us—if he could
not, we can—hold fast without wavering the con-
fession of our hope.

OUR HOPE

Now, what is our hope? You notice that the
Apostle does not say ‘our hopes’. We all have
many hopes based on the promises of God, our
own expectations and interpretations of what
those promises mean, how they will work out and
when and where they will be fulfilled. Now, I am
not saying that we must not have those hopes, but
I am suggesting to you that more often than not
they just do not happen as we expect them and
when and where. No, the Apostle is not saying
that you are to hold on to thase hopes that you
have formed about His ways and His will. They
are_ in a sense, very often side-issues. What he
says is: ‘ Hold on to the hope.” That is central.

What is the hope? You will say: The hope of
the coming of the Lord ; that is the great hope.
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flsighful thoat prowiieed”..
ﬁ%“iﬁ% thse %&m%g;ﬁ%%&

e

e ]
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So you see that hope is fiar more o tarit tham
perhaps we thoughtt 1t was. It expressss the gjlory
of God im our lives im such a way tiat finoss wio
notice will realise that the fanthfulness off Gadl is
no mere doctring. It is not & text that yow pull off
the calendar or a promise that yow pick cut of

MIARCH] — AP, 1961

% o, Tt thilifiuiness off Gt transigues your
lhﬂ%@mlmmn MMM%mtwmmmamdtﬁ
b, cumies m&u@@wﬁﬁtw&emmﬂwgﬂ

m@mm msmnmamﬂnwtw
Gire Shsr o
H.F.

SERVING OUERR GENERATIQN

¥ Faorr Dawid, «dﬂ@rlmmmm;smg Bfa-
tion Igy the courssi] of Ged, fell om Sheem™ (1

xiti- 36, RN mry))

THERE iss atimadaore ovilllIrere-

member the preacher said that im RsIRsies—
' a time to be bom and a time to die;; 2 tine 1

plant and a time to pludikup*, and so mn(E@dL i,
1=%). There is Divine sovereigmty i the matter of
gmur birth, our begimming, and at mﬁgﬂmﬁw

istory t00 ; even comoBming) our %5 o winen
it shall be. Butt winat im between the be-
ginning and the end—winether it e in respect of
our individual lives, or the gemeration to wiich we
belong, or a spiritual work or mnovemeERt widh
which we may be associated—what heppens im tine
course of a gensration is fo sume diegree disier-
mined by the men and wommen of that time. We
cannot wholly exdlude the human dlomont The
two things are so plainly im the Wiandl: fiirst, e
emphasis on the sovereignty of Gedl, and secondl,
the fact of human rmmrhlh;y How important
to hold fast to these two sides.

When we were mm
were privileged to be m BY
%@ﬁglybgg F:r%?th@gm ous lkm i fﬂﬁ‘e
0
Lord, mmmﬂ%ﬁ% %@“@@;ﬁ%by VS
a beautifull The gow of B

m
Lord was upon thewn, mmmmé%gﬁ—
ness, and also exercise im relRfiion to theik peigh-
bours and friends ; for many of these kad hreomp
enemies, because the ed followed the Lovrd, and
had also testified to Him. Bult we weie sad 1o find
that, when we returned to them Six lpter,
the glow had gone. Somwiiiing had been lesét; their
liberty had lar %Dpeared : thiitr wmly
was missing). We foun dm, im the mueiter off the
six months between our fiirst amd second VRS,
there had come among them a ve&ny Stong), ore-
sided empinasis; so mudh so that mow they were
unbalanced, havimg an emphasis that is im the
Word, no doubt, that things must be of Gedl :; but
going too far, so as almost to ediipse, ﬁmitﬂsmm
altogether, the emphasis that is eguallly im the

Wendl wpom tive siitie off hunem respomsiitsiiiins.

In the hissaowy off Paxiid, thenre s mith eoiibiamse
of the Lowd mexing, the Lend| hadtting, thee Lasdd
protediing, e Lond] waokiing:; Hout thiwae tisequabllly
@f m mm% Qlf';'mlﬂ mmaakttm&fmrtﬂue

Wﬂ@ W i nespontingy to Bimp inin-

n@ii crnsouraged tyy im 2ty
%&ﬂwm mmmn@mmmm
Iimn titee wesrese wiltiidh ks bseffane uss, weetune:

or, * zuwoding to the aourss| of Guid".

We m i, I wilad wiaay e IRk seswe
Ihjs mm IIWGFHW @I O T

iRl thedt thesy
iy mfmmmm% o
T s t
%m%%yt#@rrllm@éﬁaﬂ atesit teolits
WiHRNh Blee b gikeanteo
M@m Paxi s s affpstinon tawaaddtie
guﬁ,@ R k Qnicdh \Weetiegsd 1 IEsadim csaatli sy
AR et WisORlrd TSt m@bumr o thetabsannie
he sl tﬁlﬂh%%
wtaamm frar thee Iard” d
We K s Wirdll oy TR ket Wikds da IS ERARE
fRRier imthee lifk off IPaxir, ard! o e seit Himeg
- ki ity
i caR BB
R Wides S11geN; ; i
exas, sl mie-
i iigyiee astirnss te dip e ssanse. Rt
p tims falllest meassure off tiis 8
mlm aurnihies to the off
¢ saned i own gjemmumn i it tﬁm
wwn lms own seonificial givingy, mmm tediee

Sawavnin
Rstoice

%




Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 39 - Searchable

A WITNESS ANID A TESTIMONY

there was nmo for such constant pursaiit of
him, and the imperilling off his life. Awdl David im
it alll behaves im such an mremner. 1| dio
believe that David served his gamaration iin this
matter: he taught them how to conduct them-
selves under pressure ;; he taught thexm the aititudie
that they should adopt to tiose wino toolk cxaap-
tion to them, those wiho spoke against dinam, those
who even pursued with the purpose aff diestroying
them. 1 believe that kater, wiken the tribes came to
David and said, - We are thy bone and thy flesh }
it was because they had witihessed the exanyllary
behaviour of David wnder pressure, and Hhed
Jearned from him how imueh liell@mﬂdmm thougih
their attitude and their sonduel towards i Ked
been so eruell. David served s ganaration, andl ke
alse helps us 6 undersiand Wil allitudle o tiake,
and what sur conduct shoulldl be ke, winan we e
under pressure. May the Lerd Relp ws o 1@@@
from him ﬁ@ww ireat these mmmymt

with 46 ; hew e waieh
weuld bﬂﬂ S O f@ﬁf@@éﬂ; i) & diay wﬁm
g%@ﬂmfalﬁi W@sﬁlﬁlﬂulﬂ @5L—

the af%%
% % g A A

We must realise that eveny mm Jivess ifh s O
generation; which ks His @vh SRMARAIRS, s OWh
%%gtlleulat CORITINIIN 1o the coupsel oF plpm of

Our time mRy mek be Ike ohes PRODRS
time, which wenk m%g thiat winich RIlRwWS
after. Our time is no resporsiilityy ik mekt

for yesterday, of foi tomUrW: QU KPR
bility is for G . We have 10 be true to the Loid
in this time, im thi breaiise s i owr

gemeration, And are mmftmmimﬂmm
tosemeouw generation im the courssls off Gul?

pe @%}“ﬁ“&%“&%m*mﬁ

; 2R dl mg aem&mg Mk &‘a
gﬁgvgﬂq %%\@n H‘i% m@pl Qﬁa% m;rn
w oAl AN o) %
@dzno T ! Avel e Sl Wi '%wlli
B e b o ey
Hi ¥ P @ few 59 (2
tngn@fwh@twelmem@mémm p@*l!r

took him to this verse, AUS Xiiii. 338=" D@w@i
served his owm gemeration im the coursslls off Gadi™

=207 puntest auit thet our regomsshiiliyyissmow .
Are wee aoritithuingg positiedyy tto thwt peetiiciar
o iim witidh wee aee liiing, 2t thiat oveer whhiéth
tine LLondis Hesatt iss exernisset??  Avee woe wiibh thiee
Lond flor witsat e waartts tto<tiay/, fiarwhiaatHitemeehis

tio-cbtay, far ttiet for witiodh e cadlisussiindofétliow-
dtip wiith Hiis Son todigy? Axee wee oaur
aorinitutiion to e cansedds off Goatl in thits caur
We are aseniigst, and weeane ssupeyyeUaare akiso,

fior it eIt appwser thedt oo tiineeisstumminggoatit;
wea;re TSt RAOUNR) s Weeussat] tootise, zant weehhave
@Mm]ﬁtﬁ tittt. @ur tineeifsrumminggoowt. Bt
s it Honomvathate
wense Il lhmngtwmuaattthxstime agee
W SEVINg cur ion iinthee cooursd| of fFGERdd?
Can wessay, ke thive apustide ' 1| Haaneenudthoeendiss-
aipatiiont to the hesarly wision? el Haab
witsiom ; ; IDeewiid] Hread] thee pnaoises of f@ad; ; thegy ssiss-
tesiimad! Hiimiintine timeeadftiid | aant| ddavgger ;cepadlly
<o tine fpodlle Pall andl tthose whioo weeee off tHee

aapmtﬁllm Heavdl. Tn1ikee rmaanyear tHusee whiao ifinssi-
ssepuant yeats werke giben tio seeg, whao weere -
cdladl by Divitee wison andl graes tto thee ILoydis
ttinowghtt foar Hiss peapidde; thuses wheo Hawée safieret]
tte ;i thissee wiew Haaeeqsmiiburtet]

to the anuiissl off Gl it ctiedir v ggABESSIINRS.

The apesile saidd; *1 wes net disehadieatt. He
alk sait: *1 have finidhed) my counse’. That ik &
wnsdrail ttn%hse aiHR tosedy, Aeevretitifelt
Wit the Lend| st Uss, aaiell teo thesse Witkh
witeom K res nelhird) us? Axeewrettusetottiseewitso
may msurknsend us andl 5]-1%"7 Axee Wieeax-
m%mwmmtmt whiso may bge

by three asoursse wietedies? Coan weeegam thee

corfiidence foﬁmmmaynqumpm seothiadt
im tine diny off thedir sgptiiaak lavekiem :
likke tiiose i Isaad| affer the dbedtth offS@ald, coonde

mtl ‘ Wee are bone of thy bone and fiish of

ﬂ"dshH’D
Ma %Ih%hféip% lrht fsttmﬁfe%fpmm ,
s ‘“z;g??
@e@mﬂww ‘ﬂﬁt‘ﬁ@%ﬁs adﬁhth?ef s’i
adllthﬁttmere
K obf thee

Wi7 e
Fargeh 1
%{Rﬁé m %mmu Ht Of
J&u‘s Crisst, thatt \m ssem adl| fqsimhallyy,
seai gt ool %mjsgé RuLS

@wn gjenmmm tresedin, beffie weefalll aansiiesp.
A,

%
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combe 10s., £1; Barkbausen-Porta, Germany
10s.; Bassendean, Australia £1 10s.; Bembridge
6s. 6d.; Bexhill-on-Sea 10s.; Birmingham 10s.;
Bishop Auckland 10s., £1; Bognor Regis 5s;
Bournemouth 10s.; Bradford £1 ; Brighton 5s. 6d.,
10s.; Bristol 10s., £1: Burnley 2s.6d.; Castle
Bromwich 10s.; Chadderton £2; Charlton Kings
7s.; Cheam £5 ; Chesham 11s. 7d.; Chicago, llinos
£1 10s.; Colchester 10s.: Coonocor, India £1;
Copenhagen, Denmark 12s., £2; Corfe Mullen
10s.; Deal 10s; Ditchling £5 3s.2d.; Doha-
Qatar, Persian Gulf £1 18s. 1d.;
£1, £2, £2; Dunston-on-Tyne £1; Eastbourne
£1 1s.; East Corinth, Maine £9 6s.; Edinburgh
4s.6d., £1: Farnborough 10s., 15s.; Fontaine-
melon, Switzerland £2, £2 ; Foxhole £3 ; Fulstow
£1 3s.10d.; Geelong West, Australia £1 10s;
Glasgow 10s., £1 ; Great Gidding 5s.; Grimsby £1 ;
Harlow 5s.; Hatch End £1; Hawthorn, Australia
16s.; Helpmekaar, South Africa £2: Hindley
Green 10s.. Honiton 7s.6d.; Horgen, Switzerland
£8 ; Horley £1; Hove 10s.; Ightham 5s.; Ililey
£1 10s.; Indianapolis, Indiana 14s. 2d.; Kaleden,
Canada £3 10s.8d.; Kendal 2s 6d.; Kiisnacht,
Switzerland £1 12s.9d.; Leicester £1; Leigh-
on-Sea £2; Letchworth £1 2s. 6d.; Lima, New
York 7s.1d; London N.15—£]; S.E.15—6s;
S.E.22-10s.,, £1; S.E.23—10s., £1, £1, £1, £],
£2, £2 1s, £5, £5; SW.11—10s; W.1.—£1;
Los Angeles, California 14s.2d.; Lostock
£1 1s.4d.; Maidstone 4s.; Musselburgh £1 10s.;
Neuchétel, Switzerland 10s.; Newcastlé-on-Tyne
5s.; Newtown of Pitcairns £1; Northwood
10s.; Paisley 4s.6d.; Paris, France £2; Peni-
stone £1; Penzance £1; Philadelphia, Pennsyl-
vania £3 10s. 8d., 14s. 2d.; Portchester 12s.; Port
Washington, New York £2 4s; Pretoria, South
Africa £1: Ramsgate 2s.6d.; Regina, Canada
18s. 1d.; Richmond Hill, Canada £5 7s. 6d.; Rick-
mansworth £1 ; Rotterdam, Holland £1 ; Rufforth
£2; St. Austell 5s. 6d.; St. Gallen, Switzerland £1 ;
St, Ursanne, Switzerland £1 10s.; Sandown 6s,,
£5; Seaford £2; Sheffield £10; Sherbourne 10s,;

Dublin £1,

Shirley ls.; Shotgate 4s.1id.; Sicamous, Canada
£1 18s.9d.; Singapore £5; Somerset, Tasmania
£1 135, 10d.; Southampton 10s., 10s.; Southsea
5s.; South Shields 10s.; Steeton £1 ; Stonebroom
10s.; Sunbury-on-Thames 10s.; Sunderland 4s. 8d.;
Swansea 10s.; Tadworth £1; Tangier, Morocco
£1 ; Tollesbury £1 ; Toronto, Canada £3 11s.94d,,
£1 ; Trinity, Jersey £5 ; Tunbridge Wells 10s., 8s.;
Utrecht, Holland 10s.; Ventnor 6s.; Watford £2;
Weston-super-Mare £3 ; Winchester 10s.; Worth-
ing 10s., 10s.; Yarmouth, Canada £1; Yelverton
17s.3d. Total £205 17s. 11d.

Anchorage, Alaska 35 ; Asheville, N.C. $10 ; Bell,
Calif. $50; Birmingham, Ala. $5, $5; Charlotte,
N.C. $2 ; Falmouth, Maine §5 ; For; Worth, Texas
$4.98 ; Gambona, Republic of the Congo $6;

“Jacksonville, Fla. $10 ; Kansas City, Mo. 35; La

Marque, Texas $5 ; Macomb, IIL $10 ; Miami, Fla.
$2; Nashville, Tenn. $1; New York, NY. §3;
Omaha, Nebr. 35 ; Pawnee, Ill. $10 ; Philadelphia,
Pa. $5, $1; St. Paul, Minn. $8.98 ; San Francisco,
Calif. $5; Seattle, Wash. $2 ; Wausa, Nebr, $1.
Total $166.96.

Islington, Ont. C.$25 ; Langbank, Sask. C.$2

Total C.527
Nairobi, Kenya E.Afr.145/-
Brooklyn, New York S.A£1.
THE NEXT
SPECIAL GATHERINGS
at Honor Qak

will be held, the Lord willing,

FripAY, March 31 at 11 am., 2. 30 & 6.30 p.m.
SATURDAY, April 1, at 3.30 & 6.30 p.m.
LorD's Day and Monpay, April 2 & 3,

at 11 am., 3.30 & 6. 30 pm.

Printed at the Witness and Testimony Press, 13, Honor Oak Road, London, S.E. 23.
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By T. A-5.
GOD’S REACTIONS TO MAN'S DEFECTIONS |
RIVERS OF LIVING WATER
PROPHETIC MINISTRY
WHAT IS MAN?
OUR WARFARE
PIONEERS OF THE HLAVENLY WAY
I'lIE GUSPEL ACCORDING TO PAUL
WHAT 1T MEANS TO BE A CHRISTIAN
FUNDAMENTAL QUESTIONS OF THE CHRISTIAN Lm
THE GOLD OF THE SANCTUARY
THE CENTRALITY AND UNIVERSALITY OF THE CROSS
WE BEHELD H1S GLORY (VOL. 1) .
WE BEHELD HIS GLORY (voOL. 11} (cloth boardb)
(Art paper covers}
YHE BATTLE FOR LIFE .
GOD’S SPIRITUAL HOUSE
THE WORK OF GOI> AT THE END TIME
HIS GREAT LOVE . .
THE SCHOOL OF CHRIST
UNION WITH CHRIST

GOD HATH SPOKEN

IN CHRIST ) . .

THE ULTIMATE [SSUE OF THE UNIVERSE .
THE THINGS OF THE SPIRIT

IHF WATCHWORD OF THE SON OF MAN
BETHANY

THE SUPREME vocn:ou

CHRIST—ALL, AND IN ALL

WHAT I8 A CHRISTIAN?

T/- (315
6/- (31.28
36 (318
3/- (31.07:
4/6 (30.96)
4/6 (30.96)
4/6 (50.96;
4/6 (30.96)
4/6 (50.96)
4/- (30.85)
3/- (30.64)
276 (30.53,
4/6 (30.96)
3/6 ($0.75;
276 (30.53;
1/6 ($0.32;
L/6 ($0.32)
1/6 ($0.32)
L/6 (§0.32)
i/6 (80.32)
1/- (30.20)
1/- (8021
od ($0.16)
6d (30.111
4d (30.07)
3d (§0.05)
3d (30.05)
3d (30.0%5)
3d (30.05)

2/6 a dozen ($0.53

VISION AND VOCATION

UNION WITH CHRIST IN CONSECRATION

I'H); FOUNDATIONS OF AN EXEMPLARY
CHRISTIAN LIFE .

'HE MEASURE OF CHRIST

I'HE BLOOD, THE CROSS AND THE NAME OF THE
LORD JESUS . . . .

ON KNOWING THE LORD .

CHRIST IN HEAVEN AND CHRIST WlTHIN

ATTAINING UNTO THE FIRST THREE .

2d (50.04,
2d (50.04)

2d (30.04)
2d (30.04)

2d (30.04)
2d (30.04)
2d (30.04)
2d (30.04)

THE ARM OF THE LORD
HE GOD OF THE AMEN i
THE ALPHA AND THE OMEGA |
IHE CROSS OF CHRIST
(The Zero hour of the Creation)

IHINGS THAT DIFFER . .
THE BATTLEGROUND GF THE SOUL
A GOD THAT HIDETH HIMSELF .

By G.P.
I'HE GOSPEL IN THE FARMYARD

(For the Children, 110 pages. tllustrated)
GOSPEL MESSAGES FROM THE ANTARCTIC

(For the Children 170 pages. Hlustrated)

By H.F.
YHE CHURCH'S PRAYER AND SPIRITUAL INCREASE
THE REALITY OF GOD'S HOUSE
THE CHURCH AS GOD WANTS IT TO-DAY
THI: CHALLENGE OF THE IMPOSSIBLE

2d- (3G.04)
2d (30.04

176 a dozen ($0.32)

1d (30.02)
td (30.02:
1d. (30.02)
Id (5$0.02)

4/- ($0.85}
5/- (3107
2d (50.04)
2d ($0.04;

2d (30.04)
2d. (36.04:

| /6' a dozen (30.32y

READY FOR THE KING
(For the Children. 48 pages. llustrated)
ON WINGS OF FAITH
(For the Children. 52 pages. lliustrated)
RURIED TREASURE
(For the Children. 48 pages. Hlustrated)
By ALK,
JHIS 1S THE VICTORY
By T.L.M.
ENTERING INTO LIEE (T he Way of Sahanon) .
ESCAPE INTO CHRIST .
By W.N.
I'HE NORMAL CHRISTIAN LIFE
(272 pages. Cloth boards)
SIT WALK STAND . .
An extract from
(HE NORMAL CHRISTIAN LIFE .
WASTE!
By W.L.
A GOD WHO HIDES HIMSELF ) .
SPIRITUAL EXPERIENCE (CONSECRATION) .

1/6 (30.32¢
2/- (50.43)
2/- (50.43)
3d ($0.05)
9d (30.16}
9d (50.16)
7/6 ($2.00)
2/~ (50.45)

a (806.05)
2d (30.04)

2d (30.04)
2d (30.04)

1/6 a dozen (50.32)

IHIS MINISTRY
(Series of Messages given at Honor Qak)
Volume 11 . .
Volume III.

9d (30.16)
I/- (30.21
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POSTAGE AND PACKING. For postage and packing please add the following to the total amount of the books ordered :

In the Umtcd Kingdom.

Single copies of booklets price 4d and under . 2d
Single copies of booklets price 6d to 9¢ . . . 4d
Single copies of booklets price 1/-to 1/6 . . . . 6d
Otherwise:—

Orders totalling less than 5/- please add . .
Orders totalling between 5/- and £2 please add .
Orders totalling more than £2 please add

In U.S.A, and Canada,

4d in the shilling
2d in the shilling
2/-in the £

14d
2d
3d

1/-in the £

Single copies of booklets price $0.30 and under please add 2 cents. Otherwise please add 4 cents in the dollar,

Engquiries for literature should be addressed to THE EDITOR, A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY, 13, Honor

Qak Road, Forest Hill, London, S.E.23.

Literature may be obtained from: —In U.S. A.—Almquist Christian Book Nook, 330, Division Street,
Northfield, Minnesota or Westmoreland Avenue Chapel, 1505, South Westmoreland Avenue, Los

Angeles 60, California. —In India:
sawalkam High Road, Madras 7.

-Evangelical Literature Service (Mr. Donald J. David), 158, Pura-

2d in the shilling
1d in the shilling

have special consideration.

THE GUEST HOUSE exists for the accommodation of those of the Lord’s people who desire to
come for the value of the spiritual ministry of the Centre.

1t is available for this purpose throughout the year.
The limited amount of accommodation makes prolonged visits very difficult and such need to

Those who are interested at any time should make application to Mr. or Mrs, A. G. TAYLOR,
13, Honor Oak Road, London, "S.E.23. Telephone:

FORest Hill 4609.

Elsewhere (except U.S.A. & Canada)
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THIS MINISTRY
T 6BET 6F THE MNSIRY of

this little paper, issuedi bi-monthly, is to contribute
to the Divine end which is presented in the words
of Ephesians iv. 13—, . . tifl we all attaim unto the
unity of the faith, and of the knowledge (literallly
—ful kmowledge) of the Son of God, unto a full-
grown man, uato the measure of the stature aff
the fulmesss of Christ: that we be no longer
children ., .

It is not connecladl with amy * Movement’,
' Organization ’, ' Mission* or sepirate body of
Christians, but Is just a ministry {6 * alil seints ™. Its
going forih is with the prayer and hope that it will
50 result in a fuller measure of Christ, a richer and
higher level of spiritual life, that, while Winging
the Chureh of God inte a growing APt
1o His revealRd will as te its ‘adtadinment, it may
be betier gualified to be used of Him in sty
in the nations, and te the completing of its Awm
RUmbRr By the salvation of those yet to b added
by, the Lerd.

This ministry is maintained by the Lokd tnieugh
the stewardsiip of these whe value it: TheiR is Ao
* subseription *, but gifts ean be sent io the Editor,
‘A Witdess and A Testimeny’, 13, Honor Oalk
Road, Foiest Hilll, Londen, S. E. 23, England. Al
chegues should be made payabir to * Wi and
Testimony A/e°. The paper is sent only o e
Wio pe i desire it, and we eount on friends
to advise us if this is Ro longer the ease, or if Uy
change their address.

‘ Personal” letiers should Be addiessed @
M. T.AMSTN BANRKS,
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EDITORIAL .. 49  THE GOSHHL OF THE KINGDOW (1) 59
THE REVELATION OF JESUS CHRIST (i) v 50 HES WARVELLOUS ILIGHT ’ 62
THE EYES OF HIS GLORY (i) ... ... 54 FOR BOYS AND GIRLS ... (]
SUBFECTED . ... IN HOPE ... o7
EDITORIAIL

ITr is a cause of very great encouragement to us that we continue to kReiMe 30 My ap
letters from so many far-apait places. Not ofien do we step aside fiwm what may e “
ministey of the Lord” to express to the readers our gratitude: and Al iRnkitinesss T MR IR
ing fellowship. This is one of these inflegunil: occasions. Many stories could e i@l O MW 4 SRR
mgl){%_* chanes * lighting upen HAis litte ¢ has Drougin nelp and Hight (o THesR conthsst. TiR!
the kind of thing that ly COmes 10 Bt knWiRAgR.

_ The Lord has been pleased to %'we His seal to this ministry over many yeaws, aidl is dUng
right up te date. The cirele quietly but quiie definitely enlaiges all e tile. We KW Quie Welll
that the ministry contaiied herein is iy solid food, and, of eouse, only e eallly Mifigy Wiill
ap?feeiate it. But, there, that is just our particular ealling. Those who wani lighter ik ae: Ml Witth-
eut abundant provisien, and the Loid has much vadely in feed and Supply-

Mest of us Whe have g@u@h&ft&g@ on with the Lo t© His Tl oM kiow Mo, &l difeint

stages, eertain kinds of spiritual have met our need. But Ui time Mk come WA a GRitaimh

kind no lenger helps us and we loak for somethng moie. Tihe Lo hass IHis piovision allig he: ad

Suited to the ?am@ulaf point of progress. We do nok look wipon \What [HR GiMeS Wi afs lig Or

ﬁ\{eﬂ ﬁﬁg!i fbu Hf{gf&t a5 somethiig provided by the Loid (@ meet IHis pRAPR: ak a PR Al '@ ehe:
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governs all the others. * Full growth ” governs all in the mind and will of God, and it is subnormal
or abnormal to stay unduly long at any stage short of that end. A consideration should be given
by every normal Christian—not to what he or she likes or fancies, bui—to what is necessary to
carry the life forward beyond its present measure. All the Lord’s dealings with us in discipline and
ordering are governed by this end—to increase the measure of Christ in us ; and He would have us

to be concerned about the food question in this direction.

We should not write off as valueless certain food because at present we cannot understand it. If
we go on with the Lord, that which at this stage is beyond us may come to be our very life. The
point is, let us be always going on, reaching forward.

The great need is that spiritual life and spiritual truth keep io step as demand and supply. If this
is not so, the life will become unbalanced. Let us pray continually that the Lord will be very faith-
ful with us in this respect, that He keep life and experience abreast of teaching and truth, and meet us

with light for the maintenance of life.

This is certainly our prayer concerning this ministry, and we ate deeply anxious that all of our

readers shall be on the above twofold basis.

EDITOR.

THE REVELATION OF JESUS CHRIST

III. THE BURNING FIRE

* There were seven lamps of fire burning before
the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God ™
“(Revelation iv. 5b).

l want flrst to say a word as to the occasion of
this book of the Revelation, and of these first
chapters in particular,

A sufficient period had elapsed from the time
that the Lord, through His servants, had first sent
His word to the Church, and to these churches in
particular, to find out what was their continual re-
action to His word. A sufficient time had been
allowed for the truth given to find a really con-
crete expression. The first of these messages is ad-
dressed to Ephesus. We know from the book of
the -Acts how that church came into being, and
what the first reactions to the message were. We
know that, some considerable time afterward, the
apostle Paul, who had ministered long and fully
amongst that company of the Lord’s people, wrote
to those believers a very great letter. He probably
wrote it about the year 60 or 61. Now John is
writing, at the command of the Lord, probably be-
tween the years 80 and 90. We will not argue over
dates ; there is some difference of opinion on this
matter ; but T do not think that all the things that
had come abant in the churches could have de-
veloped as quickly as is implied by the date
assigned by some people to the book of the
Revelation. My point is that, if these dates are

OF GOD'S FAITHFULNESS

right—60 or 61, to 80 to 90—a sufficient period
would have elapsed to provide a very good test
amongst the believers of the results of the ministry
which had been given.

RESPONSE AND REACTIONS TESTED

Now the Lord, taking account of that sufficient
period, in His own mind, has Himself returned to
the churches, in this revelation to John, in order
to investigate, to search out, to test, and to draw
the conclusions. Each message concludes with the
words: ‘ He that hath an ear, let him hear what
the Spirit saith >—seven times. And here, in sym-
bolic representation, the Holy Spirit is spoken of
as ‘the seven Spirits of God before the throne’.
The Holy Spirit, as a burning lamp, is searching,
testing, and bringing about a verdict. As it has
ever been—it was so in the life of Israel, and it has
been so more than once since—that after a cer-
tain time, when we have come into knowledge of
the Lord, or of the things of the Lord ; when we
have been recipients of His grace, of His mercy,
and of His truth-—the Lord says: ‘It is time: the
time has come when we should weigh up the re-
sult of that: it will not do just to leave it all to
some future date when it is too late to adjust.” The
time of visitation has come, when we have got to
measure up to what the Lord has given, to what
the Lord has sitown. It is a time of searching.
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a time of heart-burning, a time of Holy Spirit
exereise.

I wonder if you are able to the work-
lng of that principle In our own time? We aeed
nait look far afield, but there is no doubt thak that
is what Is happenmg in the world. It has ha
ih an almost terrible way, we might say, iAa;
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that what you profess to be, you are ; that things
are true about you ; that such thimgs as willl weaken
your testimony and destiayy your life be elimin-
ated ; and that such things a are ited for y@ur
very ‘lite be brought In.” The is saying,
effect: * Adjustinent is necessary for your very llte
—for your very lie.’
We know that this is true ifi our own
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that they had come down on to an carthly level.
And as you read each message—oh, the earthh-
ness, the wretchedness of what had come in! It
had changed their whole position from heavenly
to earthly,

THE REAL CONFLICT

Turning again to that letter to BEphesus, we find
ourselves in a conflict, a conflict which is above
and behind all that is going on here on this earth.
These letters in the Revelation, and the letter to
Ephesus as inclusive, had a very practical mean-
ing for those who received the message. Is it Nero,
that devil incarnate, there in Rome, who is caus-
ing all this suffering? is it a latetr Emperor, not
much better, if any? Is that 7 Is it all these things
which are affecting the bodies of the saints and
their situations? The apostle in his letter says:
Look furither ; look behind the men, the instru-
ments ; look behind what they are using and what
they are doing. and you will see other *world
rulers of this darkness”; you will see ‘principal-
ities and powers’ that are higher than Nero or
any of the others ; you will see multitudes, * hosts
of wicked spirits* at work behind it all ; and it is
in that realm that our conflict lies. We are not
fighting Nero ; we are not fighting . . . (put in any
name that you like!); we are not fighting men or
régimes here on this earth: we are up against the
ultimate forces of this universe, the forces of
darkness.

Forget that, let that slip out of your conscious-
ness and recognition at any time, and what hap-
pens? You quarrel with pecple ; you let in all
kinds of other considerations where men are con-
cerned ; you put this down to that and that; you
account for it on human grounds, and what a mess
we get into when we do that! If only the Church
would look this thing straight in the face, and
say: Yes, I know the frailties of people ; I know
the imperfections of men and of women, and they
seem to be the real trouble spots ; but back of it
there is another force at work to ruin the testimony
of the Church. The determming factor here is the
testimony of Jesus, and it is against that that these
wicked spirits, in their countless hosts, are so
terribly at work. You and T have to be very care-
ful that we are not the unconscious and unwitiing
instruments of those powers to weaken the testi-
mony of the Lord, coming down to earth by our
human judgments, appraisements, evaluations,
standards, criticisms, and what not. Don’t come
down there! If you do, it is confusion—and it
gives pleasure to the enemy.

B
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That is the meaning of Ephesus. And in at any
rate five cascs, these messages stand very closely
related to that great factor—that they had forgot-
ten that they were in a heavenly warfare, they
had forgotten that they were in a heavenly posi-
tion, and tney had come down, and had taken it
all on in an earthly way.

RESOURCES FOR THE CONFLICT

But we cannot leave it there. This wonderful
letter, which brings those things to light so strongly
and fully, also tells us of the Church’s resources in
the battle and for maintaining its heavenly position.
Wonderful things are spoken of in that letter as
tO OUr TESOUICES.

One wonderful phrase in the prayer of the
apostle is this: ‘that He would grant you to be
strengthened with might by His Spirit in the in-
ward man’ (jii. 16). That is something for position
and for couflict. © Strengthened with might by His
Spirit >. He repeats that in his letter to the Coloss-
ians in another way:  that ye may be strengthened
with might according to His glorious power * (Col.
1. 11}

And then, for the warfare, ‘ the whole panoply
of God * (Eph. vi. 13) is provided-—ewerything that
is required!

Now, the Lord had given that revelation long
since, and He comes back and says: ° You have
left your first position and your first works, as you
have left your first love. Repent and do the first
works—get back omn to the original ground : re-
cover what you have lost as to position.” Clearly
He is saying, in effect: ‘If you recover the posi-
tion, 1 will sce to the resources—* He that over-
cometh, I will give to him to sit down with me in
my throne *'* (Rev. iii. 21) ; * to rule the nations’
(ii. 26, 27). What promises!

What is the point? We are noi through yet ; the
work is not finished yet ; there is still something
to be done, and the testimony of the Lord must be
preserved to the end intact. The word of the Lord
to us is this: Make sure that you are not zllowing
to come in, for the weakening and spoiling and cur-
tailing of your testimony, those things of this
earth, of this creation, that are of the enemy’s pro-
jecting. Make sure that yon are not allowing them
to come in. Take a very strong stand against
everything of that kind. Stand together against
this vicious foe. Maintain your heavenly position,
and there you will find heavenly resources, and
the Lord with you.

The Lard use this word for our strengthening.

T. A-S,
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THE EYES Q- HIfs GLORY
(Coritel))

Readings:: Ezekiel i. 22 28; Numsessowi 11- 119,
30~ 35; Leviticus iw. 23 24 Luke iii. 211,222
1 Cornirettivarrs xii; 4 Pt H—66.
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of that glory not in the bidding of God. The effect
is the same: you touch the anointing cutside the
will of God, and the inevitable consequences
follow.

Notice what Korah said when making his pro-
test to Moses. He said, in effect, this: You are
taking too much upon yourselves ; you are assum-
ing a position which virtually makes you set your-
selves up as better than the rest ; but ail the Lord’s
people are holy, therefore they are all entitled to
what you are and what you have got! Korah was
right in making the declaration that a certain state
was necessary in a people, a state of holiness, if
that people were to enter into the realm of Divine
service. The Spirit of the anointing is not some-
thing official that people take up and lay down at
their will. Men are not made anointed servants of
God hecause they decide to go: that.way. A certain
state of heart is necessary in anybody who is go-
ing to touch the anointing in any way, or to know
jts power. Hence the necessity for us, as a first
thing, if we would enter at all into the realm of
Divine service, that our walk should be holy. “ Be
ve holy, ye that bear the vessels of the Lord ™, is
a declaration of the Word. Without that there is
no anointing, and if that state fail after the anoint-
ing has been received, that anocinting ceases.

You find exactly that in Ezekiel. There at the
beginning is the vision of the glory, and then the
whole story of Ezekiel’s vision is of that glory
removing stage by stage from the place of its first
residence, Jerusalem. You are given to see the
filthy state of things in Jernsalem, and the glory
withdrawing right away. And then the end of
Erekiel is the glory coming back, taking up its
place again, but this time in a model House of
God, speaking of Christ in every part. That is
Ezekiel’s whole story, that the glory of the Lord
is seeking a dweliing place but can dwell only in
a place suitable to its own character. And the
Spirit of the anointing demands a state of Christ-
likeness, in accord with its own nature, in order
that it may rest anywhere. And since there is
nothing outside of Christ Himself that can satisfy
this condition the only ground in us for the anoint-
ing is on the principle of “ Christ in you, the hope
of glory”. That is the basic condition of all
ancinting. Let us say again that service under the
anointing does not depend upon our decision to
take up this piece of work, or our preference for
this line of things. and: our decision to go in for
it. That is an entirely false—but unhappily very
prevalent—conception of Christian activity. But it
is not on that basis that the anointing operates.

The all-important point is that the anointing of

MAY — JUNE, 1961.

the Spirit is entirely within the control of the
Sovereign Lord Himself. Just as at His baptism
the Lord was attested from Heaven by the Spirit,
and the coming of the Spirit was within the sov-
ereign control of God the Father, so now to-day
wherever the Spirit of the anciniing will rest upon
any man or company, He will so rest because the
Lord, the Man in the Throne, is the One who con-
trols and to whom that under-company is subject.
“ He hath poured forth this ™ (Acts ii. 33).

Thus we come immediately to I Corinthians xii :
‘. . . dividing to each one severally even as he
will.” Everything is related to the government of
the One in the Throne. Christ is the Head of the
Church, the Holy Ghost is the expresser of that
Headship, and the anointed service of any man or
woman will have its measure and its value just in
proportion as He who is Sovereign Head chooses
to give the anointing, and energy by the anointing,
to that one.

So we reach the point where we have established
that it is the Lord, that Man in the Throne of
blazing holiness (though it be of grace), who sov-
ereignly is anointing a Moses and an Aaron, a
Korah, a Dathan, and an Abiram, to their respec-
tive ministries. And if you asked Moses: Why
are you what you are? he would say: ‘I am
what I am by the will of Him who appointed
me.” If you asked the Lord Jesus: Why are You
what You are? He would say: “I came . . . not
to do mine own will, but the will of him that sent
me”. If you say: How do You do Your work?
He will answer: “ The Son can do nothing of him-
self, but what he seeth the Father doing ”. If you
ask any servant of God who is truly related to his
Lord: Why are you what you are? Why did you

~ choose this particular phase of Christian activity?
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if he is wise and understanding he will say: 1 did
not choose it! I did not choose the Lord, but He
chose me and appointed me. Every time we shall
be brought back to this fact: “ No man taketh the
honour unto himself, but when he is called of
God, even as was Aaron”. The Hebrew letter
attests Aaron as a called one of God. It is the Man
in the Throne and the servant as beneath the
Throne and subject to its government, who are
brought into view, and that brings us to a num-
ber of points that we want 1o stress.

RECOGNISING THE DIVINE ORDER

We could, of course, at this point be led into a
diversion of considerable dimensions, if we were
to stay to; deal with what is the order which that
One in the Throne determines should operate
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entrusting to us a greater one, and promotion
comes always along the line of redeeming to the
full, present opportunities, rather than restlessly
straining after something ¢lse. The parable of the
talents in Matthew xv settles this matter once for
all.

DIVINELY CHOSEN LEADERS, AND
DIVINELY CHOSEN CO-OPERATORS

There is a necessity for us to recognise that there
are some who arc set by the anointing in a
superior place to others. Their responsibility in
the realm of spiritual things is greater. And there
are some who, by the anointing, are set in a place
where the responsibility is less. God requires that
these related positions should be recognised by
both parties, and sometimes it is needful for the
one to be reminded of this as the other. It may
sometimes need special Divine enablement to take
the place of subjection, but there are equally times
when it needs a special energizmg of God to cause
you ‘to take your position in an authoritative
realm ; you would very much rather sit right at the
back of thke hall than stand op and speak ; every-
thing in you says No! But the anointing Spirit
_says: You speak! We have to recognise the
anointing, amt those who are set im a position of
lesser responsibility in the House of God have to
recognise that the anointing gives to certain others
a superior place—superior, that is, in spiritual
authority. And it is a grievous day when those who
are set beneath ignore the anointing of those who
are set above.

Younger brethren and sisters, be careful how
you ignore the counsel of your elder brethren in
the Lord. Remember what we read in Peter:
“ Likewise, ye younger, be subject unto the elder ™.
Peter has said just before this, concerning the elder
ones, that they are to exercise the oversight, to take
their superior position, “not of constraint, but
willingly, according to God "—that is, because
God has anointed them to do so and also in ac-
cordance with the manner of the Spirit of God.
But then: “ Neither as lording it over che charge
allotted to you, but making yourselves ensamples
to the flock.” Those who are in a superior position
are not given it in order to lord it over all the rest.

It is said that Moses was the meekest man on the

face of the earth, though set in a position of
authority above every other man in Israel. Those
with spiritual authority under the amointing are
not called to be little lords ; but those who are set
in lesser positions under the anointing must beware
how they ignore those who are set over them,
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There are not lacking in the course of history
illustrations of the peril where a younger brother
chose to ignore the counsel of his elder brethren,
decided he was going off on his own in a certain
way in spite of their warnings ; and for a year or
two everything went well. He found himself in a
large realm, a new release in ministry, doors
widely open to him, and he felt: I have escaped
from the limitations of being subject to my elders.
But do you see what he has done? He has denied
the anointing ; he has come, therefore, not into
conflict with men but with the glory ; the eyes of
the glory have noted. The final account will tiot
be between him and the men he has ignored, but
between himself and the Lord and His glory. That
may take years to work out, though it may take
only a brief time, Ignore the anointing ; treat it as
something that you can sweep aside, although vou
know it is the Lord’s appointing: your final reck-
oning is not with the individual who was thus
anointed, but with the glory of God.

Again renember we are in the realm, not of the
unsaved meeting a righteous God, but of servants
of God, saved, Blood-washed, but who in this
matter rejected the counsel of God. The end is that
they touched the glory of the Lord, and to touch
that glory is, in greater or lesser measure, inevit-
ably to be touched with tire, and the dreadful ex-
amples before us, of Nadab and Abihu, and Korah
and his company, show us what may be in the
ultimate the result of being involved in such things
as this.

THE LORD OUR VINDICATOR

All this is true, and of such solemn import. but
we may take this consolation for our own selves.
If we are faithful in our stewardship there is no
need for self-vindication when others despise us
or put us to shame. The eyes of the glory have re-
marked everything that has happened. The Lord
will repay. There is in the Church the judicial
ministry of the Holy Ghost. and He will cxercise
it very faithfully, even though at times in mercy
He may delay to act. We may therefore encourage
ourselves in the Lord if we are really waiting for
Him: * They shall not be ashamed that wait for
me.” * God worketh for him that waiteth for Him.’
The anointing will be made manifest finally.

What is the qualification, then, for the service
of God under the anocinting? To go about priding
ourselves on what we are? No! Peter tells us the
way: “ All of you, gird yourselves with humility.
to serve one another: for God resisteth the proud.
but giveth grace to the humble. Humble yourselves
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iing tim Neow Tiessament. ccorvegption, iss 2an entivsti-
martt amtl an expression off the thiiungph off HHis
sovarsgm mute. YWoeuosan uss aastiar ghinease,if fygou
Thike, W\lhnjh arlly digfings thet—sowarign gyeace, ffor
His mulke iin tthiks digpanseiion iss the mlte off gyaaee.
We are thare thy tiee thilunyih off ssoreaxaign gorens™
andl wee sthdll mamdin Heeee aan tihat gyoourdd addoree,
zaml at liast weesthd] | tae fhavmbi intthatedlectcoonppany
ity Heeeause off the thiliyih oif HHES seoverdign

mulke tthr@wgh grage. Tt iis e Chureth astieffuiit

of the Kigiiam.
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is found to be composed of the triumplh of the word
of the Kingdom. Some of us are only * thirtyfkellil’
tesults, some a bit more, some perhaps may be
even a hundredfold. At any rate, something has

happened, and the Lord has got something if us.
We: want Him te have all that He ean have. But
that is lju§t what the Chureh is—it is the thirtyfold,
sixtyfold, hundredfeld result of the word of the
Klﬁgd@ﬁi It is the wheat as over agains: ihe aies,
the ehildren of the Kingdom as over agams: e
shildren of the Devil. We thank God thak we eam
truly 6laim e be His cmildien.

Again, the Church is the embodlmem of the
truth of unleaveied bread. It ‘ keeps the feast’
with * unleavened bread” (I Cef. v. 8). Splrltualllly
that means that the leaven ha% been pul
Praise Ged that all the cerrupting, dum tn
werl of sin and of the werld A dea wnth

The Church takes up the innef principle of the
tree—ihe preat, abnormal, °freak” tfee, a3 we
called it—a mustard seed growing into a greal tiee,
whieh it never dees normally and ﬂaturalg/ I
must be something abselul i@% abnormal o do iit.
Buit, over against that, tih@ huf@h [] semetlnn@
spifitually nermal and heal Bff ﬁ@ﬁﬂﬁ%
freakish abeut it. The Lord deliver us m all thal
1§ aeﬂefmal éﬂd aﬂ that | E@ﬁkﬁh Ask e Lord

%vs% Being freakish! The Chureh &
i?&é*“@ iAg; aﬁa Rat the false thing like that great

The Chureh is also the vessell of the good fish.
ag uty@u do net like to think of yourself as a
ﬁ§H! that is what the Chureh is. We may not
think we are geed fish—we may feel we aie ey
86F fish! —nevertheless we are diffetant; there is

diferenes.
At tg erown it alll, the Chureh is the * pearl of
?gt priée”, and the *Weasure hidden in Uhe

8

Al this, mark yeu, is within Uhe compass of the
teaching abeut the Kingdom : it all comes iA the
same chapier en the myst%ﬁfs or parables of the
Kingdem: Th@g all Issue in sometAwg pesitive, as
QVQE am%t § meihmg either pegative or wreng ;
and the Chureh eeme lﬂ aﬂ takes up all that s
E@&W@ QH Hg Ea% m% fruf of ¥ne Werd of e

fhe EF@@E the ?18 o

Hﬁﬂe Whom E?:;ks Kiﬁggeﬁi‘
iM I8 SRS éﬁ’ E i A9
ealf ¢ 8HB’

ie
81%89 A Wi

TeE SEAT OF THE SOVEREIGN RULE

Bult the Chureh is niet enly the embediment aff
the fruit and triumph of the soverdigh Fule—it is

6l

"ﬁcﬁ-

NAAYY —JIUNNEE, TIlL.

that in which the iimmediate power of theit nilk it
centred and then mediated. The soveieigh ke off
G, of Heaven, is centied in e . et ik
Mﬂmtgmmmammommhmmww
days, a3 it fiist comes into being. If you want i@
kmwwhmt@ﬂndﬂmse@@%h wg?%mmr
meat, dominien, awiheritsy, of and leaven,
wifll find it A U Chufch. Theie ik IS ik
RisAIRTh, iR it IS (0 AR ; DRIR it isoRing
everywhere. God Ihass puit au A heavealy

POWRE i ¥R CRWECA i & PRSUIRY
O, M%Chu&dhweteal!mmmﬁamnng
off its exisiRies, in this sense—aliNe W the @iealt
with Wwhich it hass Deem enusied, & e

vessell of Upis soverel s migh
SQ‘%E@I% ackiviiy al’ﬂ!d ¥ ﬁhgttwm%a%
& there. When i

Tt'h%Tt is exacHy what la%% i@m A $ g,
Tmﬁea W@E%E'ﬁi\%%wh@ﬂ WRBRIIRMRY; %@rmglmﬁ@i
avd sald, I& ) IR MR

@J‘f é@ﬁ' (1 @@rr' XtV 24, 33). \wﬂire
ey 'i'ﬁ ,

VA SOVRIRIgnY.
W

THE SOVEREIGN RUILLE MEDIATED
THROUGH THE CHURCH

Bt then this sovereignly s mediaiad] thicighh
the Chutch. It goes out and says: “ Ila the maine of
Jesus of Nazarlh . . .* (Acts kii. 8). “ I m Name:

@ffJ%w%@fN&é&&%ﬂh[ command You, I sy Ue
’Mﬁmm}i@ﬁwm@a@ﬁmrﬂ
m%@m

ﬁhﬁafﬂfshw

i lfslfh

g a%ﬂ.s;?@

o
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T[HEE E}XF?’R@S@N OF THE DIVINE
AND HEAVENLY QRDER

Tin Chuiel is, furinss, ihak in Witich he dhag-
@ of i Divkne and heawrily QidRr Al Tk it
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A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY

expressed. If the Kingdom of God and of Heaven
has, as one of its essential aspects and components,
the nature of Him that rules, then this is not just
official, this is not just ecclesiastical-—this is spirit-
ual and moral in its very nature. At this point we
ought to extend our meditations and go back to
those three mighty chapters of Matthew’s Gospel,
embracing what is called ‘the sermon on the
mount * ; for there is a revolution in ideas there.
The whole conception of power is changed. Virtue
is pre-eminent, character is predominant. The true
values are shown to lie in what you are, not in that
which is official and organized. “ Rlessed are the
meek: for they shall inherit . . . “ Blessed are the
poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom . . .”

That opens a very large field, which we cannot
touch now, But it is all gathered into this, that the
Kingdom is, from one standpoint, the expression
of the nature, of the character, of Him who is
sovereign, and that that is to be found in the
Church. We may think of the Kingdom as a great,
general thing, operating and active in the whole
world irrespective of anything and everything that
is contrary to it ; bat it is not going to stop there.
It is going to work until it has produced an ex-
pression of its own character ; it will work down
and down until it has that nucleus that expresses
the character of Him who is on the throne. And
it is in the Church that the Divine and heavenly
nature is found, and it is that nature that is
sovereign.

There is perhaps no greater force operating from

Heaven than the force of meekness. * He humbled
himself, becoming obedient . . . (Phil. ii. 8) ; but
the whole kingdom of Satan was shattered along
that line. Men do not like that at all. Here is the
revolution. But, you see, it is in the Church that
this tremendous power is to be found—this being
poor in spirit, this meekness, this being persecuted
for righteousness’ sake, and all the rest. But there-
in is power, therein is authority. It is very often not
until you get down an your knees, utterly broken
as to your own pride, that you get through to God
in absolute victory. To be emptied of all self is
the way of power, the way of God, the way of
Heaven. That is the essence of the Kingdom or
sovereignty, and that is all to be taken up by the
Church.

THE CHURCH IOINT-HEIR WITH CHRIST

Just one brief word in conclusion. The Church
is the joint-heir with Christ of the inheritance, the
universal rule, in the ages to come. We know this
on the authority of Scripture. The Church is heir
to the throne of the world 'to come—to the admini-
strative place with the Lord Jesus over all that
will be extra to itself. For a city presupposes a
country, a metropolis presupposes a wider range.
The City in the midst of the nations means that
government over the nations is there, and at the
end of the book of the Revelation (xxxi. 24, xxxii.
2) that is where the whole matter issues.

T. A-S.

HIS MARVELLOUS LIGHT

“. .. If ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious ;
unto whom coming, a living stone, rejected indeed
of men, but with God elect, precious, ye also, as
living stones, are built up a spiritual house, to be a
holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, ac-
ceptable to God through Jesus Christ .. . Ye are an
elect race, a roval priesthood, a holy nation, a
people for God's own possession, that ye may show
forth the excellencies of him who called you out of
darkness into his marvellous light " (I Peter ii. 3
~-3,9).

“. .. To the intent that now unto the principalities
and the powers in the heavenly places might be
made known through the church the manifold wis-
dom of God " (Ephesians iii. 10).

G OD has chosen to reveal Himseif by means of
redeemed sinners. He brings them into His mar-
vellous light, not only that they may enjoy the ex-
perience, but in order that the same marvellous

light of His excellencies may shine out through
them.

EFFECTS OF REDEMPTION

The showing forth of His excellencies is the out-
come of an experience which begins with deliver-
ance by the sprinkled blood. This starting point is
referred to in I Peter i. 19 as redemption by the
great price of the Blood of the Lamb. the previous
verse gives a reminder of the kind of bondage from
which the redeemed have been delivered—" the
vain manner of life handed down from your
fathers ”. Life without redemption is vaip, and it
may be hard. In the case of Israel in Egypt it cer-
tainly did not mean an effortless life—far from it.
It was very busy, but alas! it was vain. They
worked hard, but without any value for God. The
treasure cities which they built were for others ;
not for themselves and certainly not for the Lord,
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butt for their rulers. It wies @ wa@im mienner
of life, a kind of treadmill off am exdistence, wihidh
never got them any mearer tio tiheir true desingy. It
may seem rather an aspersion am tine fathers ttat
they could not hand dowmn somstiing hetter dan a
vain manner of life. Yet dhe flathers weare mott do
blame. I any case that which cames by et
inheritance is without spiiittudl waellue. It gats mo-
where, 1t is vain because it kacks @ vikal parsanel
experience of the knowdedige of Godl.

M%rcllf%lﬁf that i;nﬂmtuge and eesiisemee
was bro to an on the mi
tion came by the Bllood Mthe%‘;nﬁ) Tlm
was a mew life—" havi
(. 23)Thlswwsthedlayw)hmﬂlney ttmlim
and to have a living lnmpe Tin the higteniicd | reecodd
it was described as the ™ begjimming of disys™.. The
past was alll left belnindl. The wary cilendar wes
changed. They were beimg kel iitto an antfirdly mew

kind of lifie.

For them also invelved a pew Telke
tionship. Eirst of th the Eather; a lwdbylﬁ%iﬂm
who expected Hns

vided them with His owm h@hm Gi. 1]5 117%
was also a holy relationshiip ammong themse

they had * purified their souls im their rdb@dhence ttm
the truth umto unfeigned love off the imestiresr’
(i. 22). Im addiition to the Blood off the ILamib there
was also the feast of umleavened bwead, wihich diz-
manded the putting) away of “ alll wiidiadiness, andl

all ,and sies, and emvies, amnd | exiil
speakmg * (ii. D). The llfe off the redeemed iis mew,
neit only im its relationshiyp wiith the Father, tut #llso
in the J)urity of love among the tretiren. All dhis
is fun amental to the outshiming off the gkmy

is Gé%@ﬂbéé ¥ § miﬁﬁ%% 1@%

The pew life is alio 2 pil
have been the sigiie @@ndmm
gt

Garl

of the house of bondage im oides that
be free to devote themselves o 2 siwenuous @m
They are now on the mone, giidrdl up forr the
towards the Divine objective.

BBIECTIVE OF &EBEMBH@N

te it ‘%‘\%
. el %gﬁgﬁm@

a subterfuge. Bikt
ebmrm%%mw%%%@ém
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wves tto Hreve thvam aas 2 sgpiiiioah Hoousef for weorsttijp
antl ffor writness. THiks wees the puunpese off twir
liisaeetiion.

Tivey weaxe tto afffar wp sgprittadl ssaciffiess, aatl

weake tto sShowy fuonttn BHi Jteruiess. TiHesscaare
by tiwico grentts cfftthe one allj pettivedd

Ty nwsst, Hmoweereat, Hee Kegyit ittt iscondder. THeeffisst
ek aff thne sypiittuedl Huouseiss muatttostwwtire wowtttl
witwt Gl its ke, weorddeffid| tHwigih theat miission
ey e, Tiee fTisst tHiig 6 tto prrovddeffor thee saatis-
fraction offGod. Fadl tovehlippaaddww sty prasstonrae
Hffare wiitress, andl musst Hae tiwe peoveer Hedthinb itt.

Mrszss timellf wies the ayestt peassonfitesivon of
tiiis . Tm Hiis T thense wss 2an cousshiningg obf
Gutl's mearxedltouss 1 gitit witiidh aoeuldd Hee sseentiyyall |
tie ek, Wit theett waes divee ttottre fhaxtttHaatee
finstt sgportt timee allore witth @Guld. Hiée ssameat] thiee
el Ywest tyy ssemiing @t fifivst; Hee waas adthte tto
o flontitn tﬁteﬂmrﬁ&swo@lhammtmﬁmsm
tre finstt Hredl Hratl 2a pronsor| esoppaniiomae ofift tuesees-
adllendies, antl Hwadl 20 llife wiith Gl iin tte ssecest
place. Tk weas meeant tto Hee thuee off tie witudbe
mafion. It ils meeant tto Hee thue off the hacbh. Re-
dampfion hes Braugitt us sadbaatoon st ssanciifica-
tien 1in andiar that wee mighintreantlar ttoge ssemiiee tto
Godl. THiks ssenvitee ijsHaaset] cantie adlbar aard
tifte gtiian llampstant]. Fram the tthaee fifigst
pressetls the ffating off spoiitiadl weeshlip tto tHe
Father andl than tt’ﬁe caniiitance giftthatsseniieetly
tihe diigplkeayig oifithell ght i bsgylagyttotHewwerdd.

tion.
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erative im us. We also are ™ living sionss ™" because
we have come to Himm wio iis the Living Store
(ii. 4, 5). The Circh was borm wian dine resunrec-
tion life of the Lord Jesus began to apsrate in dine
people of Godl. A mew race wes fonmat], 2 race
whose life came from the Oine wiinomn san Had re-
jected but whom God had proved to be dleat and
precious. Resurrection life came and tock possess-
ion of them. It transformed those comssannsdl. 14
rejoiced the angels. It siartled dhe dlemons. It
challenged the world. This life wes mat produced
by the disciples—it came diirest from Hieaven. They
could not produce i, but they hed to te eareful
always to obey it and nNot 16 comtipgiat itk WeHking.
Satan soon found that he could mest quendn this
life, for it is the invincible life of the risem Chisst,
and so it is inconruptible. Tinis iis wiett Pamr%
" hawimg teen tom of i (i SB)
It is also throne life, fior Jesus it lixes on the
throne of Heaven and also reigns iin the liikes of
this mew race. The first diapters off tie Adts show
how futile were his attempts tio diestroy thiis llife by
frontal attack, and they also show how lne triesd
through Ananias and Sgpphira to iintrediusce @ ffor-
eign element, sometining from another resbm, inio
the cammmmtlgyofme saints, It wes sulintle andl win-
obtrusive, being limited to two erditnary mantoars
of the Chureh who et paigps nave seenmmed
important {o the witslte. Butt even the eanitatiittion
of the life im those two people, nad itt been t@lan
ated, rmight have turned the marvellaus lii
tfag;@ darkness. For this reasen the Hely ﬁﬂmt
&f Godl that there showlld

Sl $6 i Tt m
ﬂ?@ﬁ%@i i@%;ﬂ the gwp@w o
2188 gg@{%ﬁﬁ@dﬁ@i&ﬂt@tﬂlﬁtfﬂ@lif@&f@hﬂﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁms

Wiat wes fundamenial at &h% i i Sl
just as mpRAAIH: H%% m} ngﬁ?é&‘é%
upremely and Wiieh m lmprF?dﬁt
i@rm pr@ee@ure oF %% ik the @h%h
should be ammmd ned by the wayhﬁfe
of Christ. The fliesh need net be am wglly fiorn
life, indeed it can be apparently MRS, lwtxitlrs

alien to this new life im the Spitif. It @ 2
Ol that the Spie is 0 apen, conflct gEmneh
told that the t is im open

(Gal. v. 1IM). It is equallly true that tive fkxin lushis
against the Spirit, but the Sipirit is welll zible to telke
up the challenge. He will not quietly acoapt this
rival to the rule of Cliktt, s0 Hesnamls wifin His
great weapon of the Cross, to slay everytining wihidh
is a memace to the life off Christ. Hie callls ws tiv co-
operate with Him im this mtter, fior only so can tine
excellency of Chirist be diispllaysd i the medisamsd
few race.

2. AROYAL BPRIGSTHOMN. THECLOME QFFOHRRSIT.

Tiie seoond] disserpioon off thve resbisamed! poepbie
it thiett iy e *** aanayed | pieesHoeeb™: . TiHeeuwmiyyoff
tine edtet nawe digpantis sty uppontteeircoomman
T Howst adism uppon a ninsstyy offltosee, Wieen S8abars
: tto acornyptttine Hite offttiee @hurothffaitel], ass
cisoiitet] i Aatss w, thivem Hee maatte san eoven sstistber
attkemt to dimttie gty Hyy aanaattadi conbibotiteehty
llowee. Wit ttie aganing weodds affttiee mresxtcblagipter,
“ Weowviin thsse ddgys . .. .. . tHoeee aanese aa iy~
ing......" ((Rctswil. 1), weeri ittt A nesstiinaaginet taat
wee weke Hoadk wiith Thsead| i mnttive willidaenmsss.

Biffore the greset diivitte bestvasm Jswand Gaitlee
ltmjam to dlisturth tee @huredh, tiveee woere tthiedts off

tnoulke by nessom dfzacﬁmsmnwmtﬂ:hﬁtmbye@(-
it iin tiee Dewih mationitsaff. THeere weas aaddegp

. dizvege Yeswesan the Padksttititan Javss, whico weeee

dieseenblartts off the anijgival regmIEt wihith Haat ree-
tiummad| fiomm ,aant] thee moore ppoogeemEs
Uswss witvo Hedborggatd tto e IDisgeessimn, witth maeny
sSusmpitciioms sl et ipediiess tadtwesan tHussewhioos spdice
@ carognt Hidrew ant thee mosee muneeoiss coasnac-
adiitan Tewes witeo spaiie Girdk. TIHisswuas mudtesven
andlgausdiviston—tar tHeGreiansweescddevoted
tio tthe Tanite—HustssoneeHiing diue ttoppasthiistaty
andl wtringng. Tktiss, Rovenee!, preesistly tHisskitnd
of mauuedl dlamant wHitth cean wysegktHee tasimony
off e Cwiet. e conjpiaintwiast HattHeeHittheaves
weke mat teeaiing e Giesian widdows fiaﬁw
T itt ceneainad wiiaat wiss aapatantly nly @

sinall ttﬁm cFfitie it o¥feie (CHben sarmaatier optitiee
mmmmﬁt&n oFf iy, g@t itt s sseen Hyy thae

ARasties to te A rﬁaem@et tme ttastieRy. Teir
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wﬁh thie mt %ﬂa i way
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all saints. This is vitall; iff the esxcellencies of
Christ are to be shown forth, then there must the &
priestly concern flor alll the psople whw tsar Hiis
Name,

In the end Jerusalem seems to Iave failed imtitiss
very matter. Thebdnemﬂmemmmm
Saul first came to that city. “ He zssayedl to
himself to the disules: and they wene zaum
of him, not bellievimg) that he was a disviple™ (Ads
ix. 26). He was nmot 2 comvent off a flew Iimce
he had now been saved for some yems and bed
both witnessed and suffiered fior his Lordl. Wiy didd
they not wish to receive him? Wis itt lezause e
had not been converted througih any off tnam, te-
i to tihesm, 2ndl in some
ways was not like them? They alll fieared Hiim, 80
it seenis thai even Peter was imclhutiet]. Thyanks,
however, to Barnabas, another mmam full of dine
Spirit, this difficulty was swimeunded. -

A mﬁhermmm@mmw@rhm%@ﬁ

came under sugpicion

doubtedlaww

one, that ulti Wammvhﬁthﬁm
her, be hostile o coldl t@ him,

and the tlme wn]] come witem afther brrothers wiill

treat you in the samme way.

um%%pglfl %ﬁe@?@% S@ﬁ‘%‘%% %m%%

Jeru mt@ %I@iﬂ&
@m@m

further Visit ﬁv@m gﬁhmﬂ@ e Re) browgh:

could h@rg: Waiit befgremfev?r ﬂlm%@

which threatened the unity of @m@um lmlh@"ee
days: “.. . they glorified aid) they spiid) W
him, Thou seesi, brother . ’QA@tﬁsm 20). These
is not even a full stop betwesn! They correnied
an elaborate stheme im an attempt t© 2ppesse
human prejudice—wiith wiiatt resuls? A mer dis-
aster for Paul, and in the end full diiszsser for themnr-
selves. That mmstohmwmkedlﬂmebegmmn@
of the end of the Jerusalem dinuncih. Wﬂmwh
cion, lack of care fior other saimts, amdl contradic-
tion of the essential spiiriiudl unity off @l heliievens,
are tolerated, then even the chiefest off the

cannot prevent the dimming and final extinctiom
of the marvellous Higiht.
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gy e sseiit tto neffar ttosgpinituel cordier. Tiieemzamedt-
llmus lightt iis ssean Hyy thee @huadtis Hfee—iit iss aan
ettt nane. It iis allko sseen tyy thive Churodiis lloxve—
iit ifs 2 ooyl | pikesstivamtl. Neoowvii tigssseentyy i issadivetli-
anme—iit iis @ lully metion. Spiditdabl oydder mesarss
comnlte sibmiisson tto the rolbeaffttee Hitdly Spdiit.
We mutitee thet Chrisst ids mat aarlly tive fiiest ssbone,
thut Hie iis cdlbed] the ' it coorrar sstaree™ ({ii. 6).
e tiildling ik conpossd aifmaa&;élivih;g SStOnSS.
They tioke thdir dhatesier fhom thie gyeat IJ.mmw
Sianes, Hm(é{tg@{ t%ﬁrﬂm %&f&wﬁ@t Iib’
pandl ¢ it as tHudir eyt ﬂy rks-
Iteded! tto BN andl tto cine aanothar }l?h
tesineany to e Lardishipp oof @ﬁrsst déﬂma@s P2l
;mqﬂl@ Wil e fiunetionnpo dagathar wikiter Fiks
S @nnerimet.

_ If, a5 Seiipinne tesadivss uss, thss sqylmahlqsdm

n@ﬁemnted thee medny mesnitsas affamse oty
tthsn fﬁaluxqufrmaxdimm thee mesm-
v wiilll nefftit aom thive Heeedl, Iffthee dewoesnutt

aparite as iitstvouit, theean the Wit willl praisdidly
tie attnitutest] t thee Hyvin, Niovy tiivare cgan Hee no
Tt im aur gtorious Hieat], fior Hiteisspeeféett; thut
flamctiioming usaallm%(igif?mtt&tiamwm iueﬂ
k2L sstianss, iitiss thee regpuitaiion
of Clinistwiiith ssifffas. TlﬁtemnMIMsslimtlssdste
pendent an spiiitail oxber. Thee eeatly (Burobth off
Patetls hegjimmings weas fieze ffomm oiffetaddibon), Bunt
it wass ez ing) by edffid tant Haecaiseettierialéeod fCriist
weas rninttivet] imittsmiddstbyy tie Hitsl by Spotit.

These i BRst TG tRaching ahestit spiniaadl
Qi (o e i e it T TN itear
seits it Whiadt adt pasdt

t R esgstnies: thadt iss, thise
free fmtmnnggqffadllthwmeemcs witth umisy im
sagpity. Tinpseam Qfﬂb%/hsewh%htmesmmtl%aélméd
to gp¥esrm. Indredi %ms wiith thee
sipfement thalt iit ik <mlby tyy thive HHally Sppiiit thadt
T1Rsh Qe Syttt Dessussids ILand ([ 1@y siii. 33) Tiee
Chunadh agen reexaar affiinm the Laydssippasf@iristim
%cmmvnm Wt@s&ttmdﬁmﬂwﬁmmﬁj

Tt

L S

CHGENNASIR 1PN ORSERa-
”ﬁnmm Panﬁsthfewmlmom
hese dixs. Tinplk f thee MeswaRts h@e
‘(ﬁeﬁ*i&ﬁs SeEMaEs oif the Lased: off thee vmy fear
ipReRee, 1h WHIth PiHlip was meedd thsst teo
SaanadiR, B tem ffom thene tmsnmutme

Ry
Qs o IRt a0 QSf teow el e
tw@aéﬁ&%fﬂllmw wmatthte%pmthaah
1mnm<b| thicigdh Resesy. 11h1$s 135 Byt Qi cananpite
of the mepy MWRNWKS WiHith madde 2a pecfeett
seiteam andl DexesiRd witse Miamingg it thee seerest
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A WITNESS ANID A TESTIMONY

Chrthe govemment was obedience to the mulle of
ist.

What was true off individual waliens was ko
the case within the ciurches. Exven wiman tine
leaders im Jerusalem were eithar im prison ar im
hiding, the Chourcin still famctiiomet), andi functionsd
most effectively (Aatts xiii. ﬁ) As tie aposiles
moved onwards im pursuiit of tisir world mission,
they were able, even im churches wihicn fnedi liitile
experience im the things off Gadl, o sppoint dlitars
under whom the churches coulldl disoovar andl €

perience the will of the Lord (Aatsxiv. 23). WHkan,

later, we read the letter o dhe Phillippions, we may

well wondier how such a virtile andl spivitivall clnarch

?‘3.,‘;? hen Pal was a6t owed fo. Siay ong
was

gh 6 shape o gowain itl. The mﬂ?galaar

This ﬂaﬁmﬂ is h@ly, it is diféeeant; it headl-

guarters are i Heaven and its Leadler its Chiist.

4. GODS OV PEQRLE:. GROWEH INCHRIGTT.

Finally, the O is to expiiess Chikis @Ke@r
leneies By its eomtimiall growth im spinifeal
If the Chureh wene a mefe Wmsittion, litlmsjm

remain mﬁa oF @@ o mﬁﬁg JRf

ing 1o
h@wmr it i %\ hive eritiy, gﬁén&g s
oW personal mm;ty T il dRNRIRD 2pf
ProgFess. And)sinee %%Wﬂm @fmﬁ%
namely. one for God's owm e %
Wih @ be off eVRI-IPRTeAsIng
value to the Lerd.

6523%‘“‘*
%*%m f@m

W&ﬂt@é’{%

e ot ol o

Tt fiulimess affChinisstssHffe coanconljy Heeesppessset]
im dizwed typmventt, iim muoweeneen;, iin exeentise aart i
imeese. Ewen ttiee mevidoom Haddessaaxe tto teeath adl |
ttne seintts 2 ltesson, fiar weeadl shioodddbecl tongingféor
tine sypnituedl miik by witicdh wee magy cemtimnuslly
gow witto ssdiatoon ((ii.23). Thee agetl Heeter 1déft
thiiks aas Hikslastammesd ttoteCHurod) tHatwesEbaldd
* gV ihn thee ggemee aartl e off o Londd
aani:l Savoautr KiesusChinrdst ([ Feeteriili. 18)), mdking

i ki tat sugh growth iss tihe qnlly aantiddote tio
Siﬁhittuﬂl diﬁﬂlﬁfts?wmﬂ Hhs;vmtﬁui by Hm%mg
greaw, thraudh the yeeasd! WiHag Blspidt
wal iy, ae @Wmm&1mtﬁw1&§&§&$$

Wil &y mean staaps growing sepritnadlly, thesee
iB i hiis cese all I thee madignmgtﬁfaatrmy Addifi f
anyy diuncth sbteott 2antl edttioar coamuot oor will |
mot Iwee @hiirito musre affttie willl of f@dd thivaniiss
esssantinll functiiom offskvoviegftottn tttee maamed] houss
lightt off Gutls gltowy iss fiasstedtet]. Ihnwadin seeth aa
adiunath megy nemountt thee glboiéssaffiisspaast stoyy,
amtl i wadin eentisexaur ttongpedtwhiadtisshhppeareet]
Heftone. Goatl iks alwagyss cellingg uss tho moesee con widbh
Him, to nerogpiise thwat wee aake moot courr csven Haut
His own spzedidl iimm, aand tto lbaam meew

lisssons wittitdh Breils wedttmgttotterth uss.

Tipie ifs no drsut thadt Wee e bessh b t
Ut e Hiksmed 1115!53 11 dtit. Soanse abfuss aay
QKR h?ett
vl light
m%lmus llgjm
iy wihadt wee haxe bgem

ik bssm eatitusted wiikh thaar-
stiion ifs ass tey whisthiesr thse
Mg it thtrwgh ugs. Titrss
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When the bow was fullly streiched, then a well-
known voice said, * New!!’ He let the arrow fily.
Away it went, swifliy and perfectly straight, and
when it ﬁﬂally reached Its mark it had gone farther
than any of these which his brotheis had shet.
Little Joseph, the ene whem they all mocked, had
shet better than all the rest. The Feason why the
veiee which had speken to Joseph was well- m@m
was simply because it was the voieg of his me
fath%, Jaepb. 1t was JaeoB whe had cone up
Elﬂ , and it was Bl§ strong ﬁ'i'ﬁ\% ﬁﬂ@ hands W’h‘féﬁ

aaféﬁy’ﬁ t% AFFAW. Wi e i\g%%gﬁ;'?

8§€ é §ﬁéﬁw%§€m
E%E‘H%E% QHS HBBIQ ik owh Wi o SRSk
When Jacob was an old man he gave a [paiitiihg
e to each of his sons. When he camie to
speak of Joseph, he remembeied that ineident off
§0 Many years B@f@& and it gave him alﬁ idea for
de§sﬂbmg th% visteries which Joseph gaied
. FoF as joseph E@W up h@ had §ﬁll

in hig later lite
fﬂ@f@ Eﬂé'iﬂl%% a d they wer% fﬁueh t% smmg
m and agatd Ae weuld

Haa fet | @eﬂ E féaa §
1§ Hfﬁe eeul et

lﬁg’ HE Ris £
ﬁg e T
fhe Hg t and get e vielery-
It was not the mighty Jaeab who had heliped
hith this time, as it had been when he was a Ilad

It was sonieone betier tham that—"the Mighty
Ong of Jacob *; that is, the Lowd God Himself. So

SUBJECTED .

“F&rm@armwa@mmwvm net of h@@% p&mm
ik, I@f Ef @k'il 12); *

its own will, but by reasen of him wihe sib.
in hepe that the ereation igelf also shall e
delivered from the bondage &f esaypiiom ine the
liberty of the glory of the @m!elren of God”
(Romains Viii. 20, 21).

TTFEE greation was sub to vanlty . ... im
hepe . . .’ 1t is impressive that, although  wiiter
of his letier set out, in the first insiee, 0 -
veal a state of utier Ropelessaess, Which e waiy
thereughly dees IR the firsk chapieis, the letterr' It
gelf 1§ §£f%wa with this wafd ne

E§ : g§ ] %B@ eitilil Wiﬂfé
8%%%% %f:)g S é d> é%ﬂ WBH&@E g
i e gg&&% LV e %ﬁm o i

INRAYY —ILINNE, TS

this is what the old father said iin his lst message:
abouit Joseph:

™ But his bow abode in sirengrth,
haad tie arms of s hands were made W&m
By the hands of the Mighty Onte of Jacol . ..
Euem byt%e@od@ hy Thiher, wio sl
telp thee ..."” Wﬁew 24. 25).

Sammlghtﬂhuﬂkﬂm I have innagined
mnﬂhelnk@f\l?&h t[f[iha\xéblftlis R
saw something it hagpssn
off the Amnazon forest. A litdk: Indian
$0 amgieus t@m&mﬁh&m&w I m ﬁfb
tﬁ@mh, Was I kiR Ry
IT Rave just described. iHis iR m@%mﬁ;

e
%iﬂéﬁ%ss

%EEQWI
@%li E@
whatammtm&?? Wlh@mweartemllle:dtm
figh; for ¥he right. we oftien fRell weak ad easily
%ingup. oW cam Wwe, Who hawe 3o hifik
fors and gain e victory? Ol if e
“amms of our hands® ﬁ? mede Sk

%'B'i%

. IN HOPE
iR wﬂitmdlamwm Q@mummg sl im

Loy 4 off
e, m@%@ i

M%ﬁgﬁy ﬁmhﬁ%@m&%
W@E@ﬂh@& Wl b2 I m
Yo mwﬁ% @Ha

fa) h@ elesshess’. A W RIS | tﬁﬁ: W&i
mun?y e e L
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A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY

THE LAW OF FUTILITY

Why did God deliberately act—for it says ‘. .. by
reason of Him who subjected it . , " —why did God
deliberately act to bring the whole creation under
this law and reign of futility? 1 am not staying to
enlarge upon the fact of futility or vanity . we
may say something about it as we go on. But it
is the fact that it is an established law ; it is some-
thing in the very constitution of things, this some-
thing called ‘ vanity * or * futility >. Why did God
establish that law?

v

(A) GOD’S PURPOSE FOR HIMSFLF

Well, His act related to three things. Firstly, il
related to God’s purpose for Himself: for He cre-
ated nll things for Himself, and, in creating all
things, He had a personal object in view. All things
were to derive their value and benefit from His
having what His heart was set upon—it is always
like that. God, then, had in view something for
Himself, and that something was to have a place
for Himself m honour, in pleasure, and in com-
plete satisfaction. The Bible gathers itself entirely
around that one, primary, supreme thought—God
having a place for Himself in His creation, amongst
men: a place where He can come ; where He can
walk ; where He can talk : where He can be re-
ceived with pleasure, and acknowledged with the
heart; where, without grief, without restraint,
without reserve, He can just be free to dwell with
men. He made all things for that. And when He
had made all things, and pronounced them very
good, God walked in the garden, in the cool of the
day : and we are led to believe that He cane to
converse, to have fellowship, to enjoy Himself, to
find His pleasure there. * The Lord God planted
a garden . . ’, and did not leave it, but came to it,
to the man in it, for fellowship. That runs through
the whole Bible.

But, yon sce what happened. God’s place was
given to another—a rival and a rebel, Man gave
God’s place to another, and God withdrew. And
because that thoughr of God, that purpose of God,
that He should have a place for Himself, as the all-
governing thing in this whole creation and uni-
verse, was set aside, God said: The very object of
the creation has been removed, has been ruled out,
has been violated ; the whole creation must be
subjected to futility, Tt is the natural, the logical
outworking: when purpose ceases, that is futility ;
when governing purpose is set aside, what is it but
vanity? God moves in purpose, firstly for Him-
self, to have a place. When He no longer finds His

68

ple?§ure and His satisfaction, a state of vanity and
futility enters in ; nothing goes right, nothing real-
ises its destiny and its calling.

(B) GOD’'S PURPOSE FOR MAN

When God created man, He had a great purpose
for him, That purpose was not realised when the
man first came from the hand of God: that was
only setting him on a course, in the way of Divine
purpose. If you ask what that was—and still is—

it can be summarised from what we have now in

the Bible, and particularly in the New Testament,

like this. God intended that the man should gradu-

ate from the stage and the state in which he was

made, into something else, into something more.

God made him what the New Testament calls ‘ the

natural man’. Paul says: °. .. first that which is

natural ’ (I Cor. xv. 46), and there is nothing wrong
about that. The word, as you know, in the original,

is ‘soulish’, “soulical’, ‘of the soul >—he was

made like that,

But God’s intention for that man was that he
should become a * spiritual * man. The New Testa-
ment draws that great distinction between the
‘ patural > and the * spiritual *. The * natural ’ is that
in which we are horn ; the * spiritnal ’ is that into
which we are born again. And God intended that
there should be this graduation from the * natural ’
to the * spiritual ’, that the man should become a
“ spiritual * being (with all that we anderstand from
the New Testament that that means) ; beginning in
his owi spirit, growing up into spiritual maturity,
and consummated with a spiritual body, * like unto
the body of His glory® (Phil. iii. 21). * Not that
which is spiritual is first °, says Paul, ‘but that
which is natural ; then that which is spiritual "
That 15 the order. But man cut short his own in-
tended way, and he remained jusi a ‘soul ’ man, a
‘ natural > man—that is how we find him, and our-
selves—and did not go on to full growth, to become
a spiritual being. Aad so God says: ‘ Man has de-
feated the very purpose for which I have created
him. He has turned aside’ (there are many ways
in which the Bible speaks of this arrest); ‘he is
less than I intended him to be.” God said there-
fore: ‘ Therefore, futility!’

Looking away from the story, is it not true in
experience, right up to date, that if you and I, as
the Lord’s people, live on the natural basis, there
is frustration and futility? It is only as we emerge
(if I may put it that way), and become more and
more spiritual, that the seal of God is upon us,
that the pleasure of God is found in us. He is say-
ing, It is very good ; I can accompany that ; I can
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associate Myself with that; I can go on with that.
Spititual men, spiritual women, are those to whom
the Lord can commniit Himself, with whom He cam
speak, commune, and have fellowship. The put-

of God lies there, and if it is In any way
arfested, or diverted, o violated, it is fuliliiy. It ©
the tfaghe story of mush in Qhﬁguamty iA what 8
called the Chureh, and i @hﬂsﬂaﬂ hves—futmty
vanity, eenfusian; net awiving, b ? waiting
for something: And ther is a goed a@a of groaming
in this Sf@ﬁtl@ﬁ; f@f something that is net, that \we
knew sught ie

(C) GOD'S PURPOSE IN CREATION

In the next place, this law of futifiiyy related to
Ged's Eum in the ecreation. He creard it for
Himself, as His own dwelling; He ereatrd man,
to be a man after His own heart—a spiritual man
for ' Ged is Spirit, and they that wership must
worship ip spirit’ Goed crealed the creation with
aﬂ gBjest m v1ew What was it? It was for the ful-
, IR wWhem, thiough whem, and
em He Qfﬁéﬁﬁ%% all things. ARd we aie ' told,

EBB ig(h 1%1% tha th% end, the gea%ﬂm R

EEI'H gﬂ@kﬁﬁ

IMIAYY —JUNNE, TISHIL.

bondage of corruption.” *The whole weation
groametth and travaileth in paiin uniiil mow", waiit-
ing, Stieinied out, eageily anticipating. e ciea-
tion Mhas a comiEesss—iit may e a dull cn-
sclousness—but it ek a CONSTIoUSNRSS, iR RMENy
pakt, that sometfhlﬂ@ i WEong ; Wik i Mot \wihal It
exiss for; e @@m&lﬂn@ loritesr Wban tHEY
God isblamem@’f@w& oy iy NeverinRIRsS
Um&@m@s@fﬁem&m{mmt@%@m@m
émi it kooks for thal diffeience: | it Walls o Wit
This law of hope is in the constitution, exey-
where. No one is naturally feadly 1o SuTaneEr
the situation. Whenever a peish gels 1 the gsoiit
where sufinidir to ke situation asliall;,
they take their own lives ; it is an pd QF alll thmgs,,
ol R gl Bul, normally, kg il
§ s Wil
stiive againg if, Work againglt it, @ioah agaifisitif.
m’ﬂﬂ@i@ s something of ARRR: iR s iRy RatuirRe Gl

HNES.
N@w, what this passage says is tihalt this Ik off

y the ordaining of G@d QeI e esy
n%m@@f@@d mMﬁfdﬁsﬂumlﬁm I wvess
a judgment, a pronouneement;; it was a tesilvR
thing that e whole creatiion Thould come i@

ngg stae of Ruldiilty: "“Unhomk Al Dirks Shall it

!F 8 tﬁ 1 :@ f!§& t'ﬁ% bing torth —anepything 1© mae e M@ and
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THE LAW OF HOPE

As the Law of Vanity, of Fuidility, is in the wery
eenstitutien of things, It is equally tiue that there
1§ IR the eghstitution of things the Law of Hope.

‘ The wﬁl@i@ ereation greaneth and travaileth ‘=i
if? No, walting; walting! And the werd
1§ a af@ﬂg W@fd; it 1§ 2 pieiure werd oft
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A WITNESS ANID A TESTIMONY

Father of our Lord Jesus Chwiistt, wiio asoondiing to
his abundiant mercy hath begotten us agmin witio
a living hope, by the resurrection off Desus Chniigt
from the demtl’ (1l Pet. i.3). Yes, iit iis @ piitiure of
W, and a ay of diespailr, but it is ia Aops, i

PE..

The Lord Jesus, before He werit to the Orass,
knew what it wes going) tto mveem—eat iis the meean-
ing of the broken heutt; that iis tive mveaming)
of the terrible ory, and the swet like dhops of
blood—He knew wiat He had gt tio fface of ffor-
szkenmess on the part of the Fativer; Hie knew.
But winil: He was moniing) toward! et and Figit
ing His way imto and through that, He wees adlways
speaking about the beyond. 1 will come sggin *';;
‘ the third day He sialll rise agein’. Tamitklle diss-
pair, but in hope ;; terrible judgment, but /i hope!
The fregunigetjon of the ].iOfd Jesws ﬂlh%(t the great

toof that viery wiorst judgiment @an
gflﬂg to man, im this life, is indended o the witth

hope, and not to annihilate ik and diestroy him.  andl

THE WAY AND THE END OF HOPE

We dlose this brief survey with 2 remninder of
the Way and the Erd off Hiope. Yoy see tire im-
mediate context of our Vaisass: * | neckom et the
sufferings of this iR are
compared with the ] )
B e e of U Blts S s

8
in. SuRring 18 to dispose of
eondition, a false poviin, ¢
Everything is false;, you see; it
intended. 1t was a I an \

LE

- uRiatn, & I ,
that breught abept alll the 2R e J )
It 18 a false word, %ﬁa@emewﬁw -
fering that the Lord bﬂﬁ%‘;‘%ﬁ&) eﬁg]%‘(%%

one objeet—t dREpRLe of that WM

andl to makie way ffor thett whiebhiss ttuee inCChinisst,
whw iis tie Toutth. Wie ave must the ttnubh, aantl citiss
anesgtiilom iis ot thie tatth; ; Hout Chrisst iss thee Tiuthh,
and] e fdise Huws tto e digpossdl off, reenuoneel], aant]
it e @il dtore by sufféering.

Tithiis ssdffrood ifs the nat aantl sgiieg off adl [thee
tworitlks, iisittnwst? Byytie ssufésiing cortive distjplinee
mm Landis %% ssdffimnd] iss ssat aagilde,
: weay iis Imaatie rist. TiHougghs siliéenngg,
tine wintues of the Land] Jissusane inooldadtst inthiee
tidliiever amdl in the Chhwmdh, Ik tisstiiwe ooy wagy . Wie
anlly lksam geetifonce thnengih déensend for iit—aaad
wiltweit ctisreant! Wite corly 1bean thiith Hyy Hawing too
e fhaitin. Aomd all | thiee wiithess off thiee ILavdd Jssiss
—ameedinesss, antl all the ohwess—aare cnlly ifooli-
ceattad i s thimmagh ssufféeiing. Tie ssuféerings of fthiss
oeasant tiee—wiat iis the gyod?? Wal|, the @rigindl
punpmese iis stilll tie godl. Itt ks s Humarity coon-
fiammedl to the imege off Gad%s SHan; aa weoldd
diteansatl ang purgedl by fiieetham 2l kiistdldsbloodd,

gnund] sifveariity andl fdilty, el tRenpeegpéel
andl fillted witth tisse whito ke ai) exfiassion offthee
Sun oif Gotl—asianmed cto FHisinaags.

T Iond) hes teo RIRIHIRGS Vaaniyy uRsshadl ekige,
@ e Weodd bse no nngmrfmsqh:j[@@t agtalll.
A as W g5o Gnwitkth thee LLagel, thee core tiinggthedt
wik bsssane e an Meie awiare Abfiss thadt thesre
i muthinaediecbatt bieellavt. WeaaeclasinagHi hoppe
im exay oher drstiton, all |lexspsstativor; if toawsst
t the Lardd! Aadd cur heeatss,

m%mﬁ@m thinauglh diisppediiment
] fonmeats, i8 | t
im mvemy dineions, mnw%nnm thedt wee siiadl|
{gt Treewee to el “ waamifiyy, , Ffusility—aun hisearisazee

jing dthawim tio tthe Iandi as cour aodiy abbifett, osur
anlly gyed |, @ur arljy Hugpe. Soif theeconessttngs: “Hie
iiss thinyy lifke, aamd theee lbaregth of ety ddeyss™ (D@t XXXX.
). Towads thet e Law off waniyy weokiss, amd]
ttnsreffore iitiis “imnhloppé:.
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mouth, Maine $5° @rﬁfﬂm ORGPh $7. 85:
Long Beach, Caliit. $5 ; calife, $5;;
mmllh@ K $2; Wﬂm $4. I\Mimee
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CHRm

WHHITSUN

FOR SUCH AS MIGHT ENQUIRE AS TO
SPECIAL MEETINGS AT WHITSUN, WE
ARE NOT CONTEMPLATING SUCH TIHIS

YEAR.
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