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    Chapter 1 - Increased Spiritual Capacity

  


  
    Message given on July 19, 1966


    We are still before Thee, oh Lord our God, with hearts reaching out, with every faculty poised to hear, to see, what the Lord will say unto us. Our prayer most earnestly is that it may be the Lord's saying - it may be through a human voice - but the Lord's saying. And for this one thing we pray: that it may be the consciousness of the Lord again in this hour, and that Thou wilt so govern everything toward that end of Thine own pleasure and satisfaction, through the Lord Jesus, Thy beloved Son, amen.


    It has been announced, as the keynote to this week of gathering and ministry, that we shall be concerned with "The unsearchable riches of Christ". There has been no collaboration whatever between those who are ministering, but my own heart is greatly rejoiced in finding that so far we are moving in the same, exactly the same realm in what the Lord has said in our brother and through him, and in myself. I trust it will be through me too.


    I told you last night that I had a great question about being here this week because it has been so fraught with conflict and challenge right up to the last moment. After this last hour, I am wondering whether I have got the answer; whether it hasn't been the Lord saying, "You're not necessary there, brother Fromke will be there"; for you couldn't have any fuller vision than that which has been brought to you this morning. Anything that I may have to say will be very largely a filling in.


    Well, our key word is Ephesians 3:8, I'll just read it again: "Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, was this grace given, to preach unto the nations the unsearchable riches of Christ".


    What I have to say this morning is very largely introductory to what, if the Lord wills, I may be saying on subsequent mornings. These words which we have just read are set in the midst of the letter which contains the consummate essence of the ministry of the apostle Paul, Christ's greatest servant, and this letter, more than any other, is the letter of spiritual enlargement. The range of this letter, as you know, is from eternity to eternity. It is in that range that we have been moving this morning.


    That is the horizon of the letter, so-called to the "Ephesians", unfortunately so-called, because it was never limited to that in the beginning. Space was left in this letter for a filling in, it was just a letter "To: ..." and then filled in: Ephesus, Colossae, Philipi and so on; not reduced to Ephesus. And the apostle says: "Unto the nations this grace was given to preach" unto the nations. So the letter has that horizon of the nations within the horizon of the two eternities.


    This phrase: "The unsearchable riches of Christ" is just one of a number of superlatives in this letter. If you read it through carefully and watchfully, you will come on phrases like these: "The exceeding greatness of His power"; "The fulness of Him that filleth all in all"; "The exceeding riches of His grace"; "Exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think"; "Far above all principality and power and rule and dominion and every name that is named not only in this age but in that which is to come"; "Unto all the fulness of God"; "Attain unto the fulness of Christ"; "To Him be the glory in the church by Christ Jesus unto all ages for ever and ever". A selection of superlatives; the apostle finds language beggared to express what he has seen and what is in his heart. Am I not right in saying that this is the letter of spiritual enlargement?


    Well, the crying need, dear friends, the crying need of our time is:


    The Need for Increase of Spiritual Capacity in the Lord's People.


    I expect if you were asked today: 'What do you feel to be the greatest need of Christians at this time?', your answers would be various and many. This may not be the greatest of them all, but I do suggest to you that it will rank very high and take a very foremost place when I say that the need of Christians in our time is for an increase of spiritual capacity and we are one with the apostle Paul when we say that, for when he found himself launched on this wonderful unveiling in writing this letter, he didn't get very far before he dropped on his knees.


    There he was, with his parchment before him, and his great vision, and his heart bursting, and it was as though he said: 'Can I get it over? It's a hopeless task! It's impossible unless the Lord does something!'. As he dropped on his knees he said: "And for this I bow my knee unto the Father of glory, that He would grant unto you a spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him, the eyes of your heart being enlightened". What a phrase: "The eyes of your heart being enlightened." You know, the heart has better reason than the head. Always. You ask any mother about that!


    Yes, this is a day, in many realms, of mediocrity. The fact is that there are no people today who are big enough to cope with the situation in any realm; in the political realm, in the social realm, in the industrial realm, in the realm of society, in the realm of human nature. No one is big enough to cope with the situation today and bring it under hand. And that is very largely true in the spiritual realm. Christians are being, as we said this morning, forced up into a corner. The Church is being pressed up into a corner where the one consciousness which is overwhelming us is: 'We are not sufficient for these things. We are not adequate to the situation. We are just not going to cope with this unless the Lord increases our capacity'. Is that not true? If it is not true in the consciousness of any of you, leave yourselves in the hand of the Lord, and that is the way that He will take you - where enlargement of spiritual measure will be the only solution to your problem, within and without. Yes, it is true: we are not sufficient to cope until the Lord enlarges us, and may it be, may it be that this week that happens!


    I believe the very first thing toward it will be a new vision of the Lord Jesus. He has started on that, I believe He is going to carry us right along that line.


    Now, you know it has been spiritual limitation - inadequate capacity - which has been responsible for so many spiritual tragedies in history. That was the secret or the cause of the tragedy of Israel at Kadesh-Barnea, when they came to the border of the land and were wheeled around and turned back into the wilderness and "perished", as Paul puts it, in the wilderness and did not enter into the inheritance. It was on this one thing: not sufficient spiritual capacity. They saw the giants in the land, the walled cities, and the forces which stood in the way, and they said: 'We were in our own sight, and in theirs, as grasshoppers'. Well, you know, it is quite a good thing to view yourself like that sometimes; indeed, it is quite essential in the Divine economy that you and I should feel that we are in ourselves nothing more than grasshoppers, indeed feeling that we are not able to hop at all, but there can be a wrong attitude like that. It depends on whom you are measuring the situation against: yourself or the Lord. And if you measure every situation by the Lord, grasshopper you may be, but you hop over into the land to take possession. They measured by what they themselves were naturally, and not what they were by faith in the Lord.


    That paradox, of course, comes out often with Paul. We may light on it as we go on, because, you see, here the apostle is saying: "Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints..." Less than the least of all saints! Does that sound like spiritual capacity? Ah, but he didn't stop there - "was this grace given". To the least of all, less than the least, to "preach the unsearchable riches of Christ" to the nations. That is capacity in one whose conception of himself was so small and so limited... so he wrote, and so he referred to himself, as himself, and yet he wrote this letter with all the superlatives. Contradiction, isn't it and yet depending entirely upon your viewpoint; entirely upon your viewpoint.


    I am, for the moment, speaking about the limitation which does exist, but which should not exist: this persistent tendency to reduce everything to what is called "simplicity". There is a simplicity in Christ - again paradoxical - which is quite right, but there is a simplicity which is quite wrong.


    When people say: 'We want just the simple gospel' - and they often say it - 'we are not interested in all this high-flown language, this great realm of spiritual ideas. Give us the simple gospel!'. People who talk like that do not know their New Testament. No, dear friends, the Lord is always well ahead of us, while we want Him to come into step with us and we are always trying to get Him into step with us, we are always trying to reduce Him to our size, to make the Lord one with whom we can cope, whom we can fully understand, and wholly agree and be on terms of absolute happiness; and the Lord won't have any of it. If you know anything about life with the Lord and going on with the Lord, you will know that He is always well ahead of you. He is always making demands beyond you, beyond your capacity, and beyond your ability. The man who wrote this letter had also written: "We were pressed beyond our measure". Beyond our measure! Yes, the Lord is always getting us out of our depth, beyond our measure, for very good reason.


    Of course, you don't accept that principle in any other realm but the spiritual, of having things in your measure, do you? Why do you send your children to school? To be taught the things that they already know and that's quite easy for them? Do they come home and say: 'Well, I haven't learned anything fresh today that I haven't known; it's all easy'? You don't do that in any realm of education. You know quite well that the law of education and growth is that something must always be making demands upon you beyond your present knowledge and ability. And in the spiritual life it's like that. I don't want to discourage you at all, but it's going to be like that more and more as you go on.


    My brothers here, who are ministering to you because because they have gone ahead with the Lord, and it is true of myself, will agree with me that today they are out of their depth; we are out of our depth with the Lord. Our capacity for understanding what the Lord is doing with us is too limited. No, He's got us beyond ourselves, and rightly so! It must be so, or we will never grow. He is on the road of increasing capacity - understand that - in all His dealings with us. We will come back upon that again, but the Lord's object is to increase and enlarge our spiritual measure, and it's a hard school.


    The enlargement of spiritual capacity is the solution to all our problems; that is the only way in which the problems are going to be resolved - understand that. For illustration, look at the letters to the Corinthians and the situation in Corinth. If ever there was a situation representing spiritual limitation, that was at Corinth! "I could not", said the apostle, "I could not speak to you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal. I fed you with milk. You were not able, neither are you yet able", and the result of that spiritual limitation was found in all the things found in his letter; tragic and terrible things. Their relationships with, and attitudes toward, one another; going to law against one another - saints in the worldly courts; their attitude toward the apostles, some saying: 'Well, Paul is our man. We like Paul. You can have Peter and you can have Apollos, but this is our man'. Others: 'Well, our man is Peter. We like his style, we like his way of speaking, we like his material. You can have Paul - Paul is too beyond us; Peter is more within our range'. Others: 'Now, you know Apollos is a learned man! He's a learned man, he's an eloquent man, he's mighty in the scriptures, Apollos is the man for us'. Divisions over ministries and men, human complexions, preferences, and prejudices. The apostle Paul says: 'That's spiritual smallness. That's a contemptible, mean state of spiritual life when things are like that'.


    Their attitudes toward the apostles - and God only knows from many hints given by Paul in those letters, what their attitudes toward him were! He summed it up, I think, in one phrase: "The more I love, the less I be loved". What about that for spiritual measure?


    Toward the Lord's work, he made an invidious comparison I think, between them and those at Philippi: 'They were ready - ready to give, ready to send to those in need, and here are you: you said a year ago that you'd do something and you've never done it. Now let there be a doing of what you promised!' Tardiness in outgoing fellowship and co-operation in the work of the Lord.


    And when those things were true - what was this large section of his first letter about? "Now concerning the 'spirituals'!" I don't know if there was a tang of sarcasm in there, and perhaps I shouldn't even suggest there was, "Now, concerning the spirituals" - and then he went on to correct the 'spirituals'! Within that category, you know: healings, and tongues, and the manifestation gifts - not saying they are wrong, but when you sum it all up you have to say: 'You people are more concerned with these demonstrative aspects of Christianity than you are with Christ. Your whole focus is upon these things which appeal to the senses, by which a show can be made'.


    Do you know the one word that Paul uses in that connection? And it is the word which is the focal point of what we are saying: 'unto edifying'. What a pity that's in our translation isn't it? Whenever you come on that word 'edifying', or 'edify', retranslate it into the original, which is: 'building up'. For, so many people when they read or hear the word 'edifying' really interpret it as being 'headifying'. And nothing that is headifying is building up in the spiritual realm. No building up. Paul is challenging; for these things, after all, issue in building up that is increase, enlargement spiritually - not as something in themselves which will leave you in that state of spiritual immaturity, after all, but are you, through these things, or without them, growing up, becoming full grown and spiritually mature? That's the thing that matters!


    (And I put in parenthesis here: it is a very impressive thing that so often the people who are most concerned about these manifestation aspects of Christianity are the least spiritually mature. You can't talk about anything else with them but those things, and you try to talk about the Lord and things go flat. See? Well, that's in parenthesis. I will probably be taking up on that again).


    But here it is: over the 'spirituals' Paul is saying: 'Well, these things which you think to be marks of spirituality, are they really marks of spiritual growth out of these conditions which obtain among you, to which we have made reference?' So, there is Corinth in a nutshell, and it is very limited, isn't it, what we've said.


    What is Paul's remedy for Corinth, for all the problems, all the conditions, all the disappointments, and all the defeat? What is his remedy? It is in one word, or in one clause:


    'Be ye enlarged'.


    "Our heart is open to you, oh Corinthians. You are not straitened in us, you are straitened in your own selves... for a recompense... be ye enlarged". That's the answer! "If you were bigger people, these things would not mark your lives at all. You would have grown out of these infantile features and elements".


    Now, this is a challenge friends, as well as a statement of fact, it's a challenge. It may be a challenge this week. I don't want to come right down on earth-ground over this, but it may be a challenge. You see, it may be just possible that with various ministries here, you might have your preferences, and your partialities, and perhaps your prejudices. It is quite possible for you to say: 'Well, you know, I like the American way of things', or you might say: 'I like the Asiatic way of presenting', and you might say: 'Well, I have not much room for the European'. And let me say, if we get into that realm, we are in Corinth, which is poor, mean, contemptible, and earthly.


    Spiritual capacity means what has been said this morning, as I cannot say it, a focus upon Jesus Christ. He is the criterion of ministry; as this man, and that man, and the other man, something of Christ is ministered, if so, we focus upon that: forget the man and all other natural things. It is Christ! And I beg you, that if you don't find that you're getting anything of Christ under my ministry, don't come. No, it's to be the Lord Jesus, isn't it? The remedy: "Be ye enlarged."


    Paul was straitened, restricted, and limited with Corinth. He had to put an embargo upon himself. As he approached them he said: "When I came to you I determined not...", I determined not... in other words: 'I limited my scope and concentrated on one thing only for you - Jesus Christ and Him crucified'. He was limited - not that he wanted more than Jesus Christ and Him crucified, but, my word, the dimensions of Jesus Christ and Him crucified are not Corinthian dimensions; not at all!


    Now you see, when Paul passes from Corinth to Ephesus, to use the phrase "to Ephesus", look at the dimensions! It is almost like two different worlds, isn't it, from Corinth to Ephesus, speaking spiritually. The dimension: the man is released! He is emancipated! He is out of all bonds. He is out of the bonds of language. He cannot - master of languages that he is - he cannot find language from which to speak what is on his heart. The floodgates are open, he is out of this world in the heavenlies. The man is free. His only problem is: How am I going to bring the infinite to this people to whom I am writing? That's his problem here.


    At last this great apostle is free from the personal occupation with local problems on the spot, the problems of the churches on the spot, and all the work of here and there, and there and there - the different complexes that he was meeting all the time. He is free by the sovereign will and way of God - he is in prison... is he? Is he imprisoned? There was never a man more enlarged than that man with the chain on his wrist and the Roman guard watching nearby. In the restrictions that were his, never a man more enlarged. He is out and free!


    And now, by that sovereign will of God, that sovereign ordering of God, so strange, so mysterious. Before he was able to sit down quietly and look the thing in the face. Strange that he should have come to Rome like this, when he had said that he longed to come to Rome. He had longed to come to Rome and to give them some spiritual blessing. All his ambition was: get to Rome, the centre of the world, and preach Christ there. And then the way he got there - all the conflict, the battle, the shipwreck, obstructions, and frustrations, and the devil and everything else. Many a question in other minds as to whether they would ever arrive, but at last the all-governing phrase: "And so we came to Rome". 'All right, all right, we are here anyway, by the sovereign power of God, but it has been strange, this way; perplexing, and difficult and hard'.


    There seems to be so much contradiction in the methods of God, but now he sits down quietly and everything is set back, and it comes over him: 'Now I have the opportunity that I have longed for for years! I have never been able to do this before, I have been too busy, too occupied in the work of the Lord - rightly so - too obsessed with the problems of believers and churches. Now the thing that I have longed for has come. I can unburden my heart of all that has been accumulating there, stored up, that I wanted to give out, but I had no opportunity, no facility. I have got it now'. And so this letter came out with all its unspeakable fulness of the unsearchable riches of Christ. Here, then, in this letter is the great eternal calling of the church, the great capacity which God desires the church to have, and the great responsibility resting upon those who have the light. That is what is here.


    You know the New Testament takes account of three categories of people. Firstly, it takes account of the unsaved; and here I want to say a thing that I think needs to be said, and said with emphasis. Where the unsaved are concerned, and it is thought that to them the gospel must be preached, and when that word 'gospel' is used, is employed, people think of something, you know, elementary, quite simple, just the beginning of things. You'll not find that in the New Testament, and I, dear friends, do believe that here is one of the great mistakes, for I believe that the greater the gospel you preach to the unsaved, the better kind of Christians you are going to get. Put that round the other way: the tragedy is that so many Christians are so poor in their birth because they haven't had a big enough Christ presented. Isn't that true?


    And the New Testament says: give the unsaved the greatness of the Lord Jesus and you'll get better converts. Take that to heart. Take it to heart. Oh, I do wish that to the unsaved, to the convert, to the beginner, some of the greatest realities, the big things of the gospel of salvation, were made known! Oh yes. Oh yes! You might find it necessary to have your counselors afterward and advisers and instructors - all so good, but you know, dear friends, that the New Testament is based upon this: if when you truly believe and come to the Lord, you receive the Holy Spirit into your heart and understand that you have received the Holy Spirit, He will teach you! He will tell you what you ought to do and what you ought not to do. You won't have to have people coming along and saying: 'Now you are a Christian, you know, you mustn't do this; you mustn't go there; this is what you must do...'. Not a bit of it!


    We always remember our dear brother Watchman Nee over this, in dealing with a convert in the country when he went out, out from the city for a rest in the country and lodged in the house of a peasant, a heathen peasant and his wife. And he didn't say anything for some time, but he lived, he lived Christ. Then eventually he spoke about Christ, told them about the Lord Jesus and left a Bible with them when he went back to Shanghai. He didn't tell them anything about what they ought to do and what they ought not to do. And the man was a great drinker. After he had gone the man said to his wife at the next mealtime, "Bring me my drink". And she put the drink in front of him and he said: "Now, brother Nee always asked a blessing before we took our meal, we'll ask a blessing". He bowed his head and tried to ask a blessing, but nothing would come. He got started, but it would not come, he couldn't pray.


    He said: "I can't ask the blessing. What's the matter? Brother Nee always did. Well, let's try again". No, no; it wouldn't come. He said, "I can't ask the blessing on this, what shall we do?".


    "Well," she said, "brother Nee left us a Bible. You can read the Bible, I can't, I will bring it and you will find it in the Bible where it says something about this".


    So she brought the big Bible (I suppose in Chinese it was a big Bible!), and he went over and over and over trying to find something. Then he said: "I can't find anything about this, so take the Bible away and we will try again".


    He tried again: "No, no, I can't pray".


    "Perhaps," she said, "well, you'd better go and see brother Nee and ask him about it".


    And so off the man trotted into the city and looked up brother Nee. He said: "Brother Nee, after you had left I asked my wife to bring the drink and I tried to pray as you did, but I couldn't pray! I couldn't pray, I tried again and again, and I couldn't pray. Brother Nee, Resident Boss wouldn't let me have that drink!"


    Brother Nee had taught the reality of the indwelling Holy Spirit at new birth - 'Resident Boss' dictated what should be or not. It's very simple, you've heard it many times before, but you couldn't have a better illustration of what ought to happen through the gospel to the unsaved. Already the sovereignty of the Holy Spirit ought to be a reality and in action. And yet at Corinth believers of some long standing didn't understand that, didn't know that. They wouldn't have gone to law against one another if 'Resident Boss' had been heard; or anything else.


    Oh, this challenges us, doesn't it? It does - but my point is, what is it? The gospel is a bigger thing than that little, so-called 'simple' thing that is so often. Give them the greatness of Christ and overwhelm them with that to which they are called, and they will make better Christians.


    That is one realm, and then there's the realm, the category of the saved. The category of the saved recognised by the New Testament, and what about them? The whole of the New Testament is focused upon these people, with warnings, exhortations, admonitions, entreaties to go on! Ninety per cent of the New Testament is on this line, to believers not to stand still, not to remain where they are, but to go on, and be ever going on because God is going on, and if you don't He'll leave you behind. Go on!


    And there's a third category which will take a much longer time than the morning allows, the third category amongst believers, you know, there are what the New Testament calls 'The Victors'. The word is more common: 'overcomers' amongst believers, for whom there is the crown. Paul was not concerned about his salvation and whether that was in jeopardy when he said: "Brethren, I have not yet attained, I am not already complete, but this one thing I do - leaving the things which are behind, I press toward the mark of the prize of..." Do you see? "Of the prize of the on-high calling". Something more than just getting into heaven, saved, getting into heaven. Much more. The prize!


    We can't dwell on that now, it will come up again as we go on this week if the Lord wills, but these are categories of which the New Testament takes account and the time being gone this morning, we must leave it there with this inclusive statement that when all is said, everything depends upon our apprehension of Jesus Christ. What kind of Christ? How big is He? Well, you'll never be able to say, never be able to measure Him, but have we got such an apprehension of Jesus Christ that on the one hand makes us feel this is beyond us, altogether beyond us, but on the other hand, to me, who is less than the least of all was this grace, this grace, the unsearchable riches of Christ... We will leave it there for the time being and go on later with what those unsearchable riches are, or some of them, if the Lord wills.


    "And now, unto Him who is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us, unto Him be the glory in the church by Christ Jesus unto all ages, for ever and ever". Amen.


  


  
    Chapter 2 - Attaining Increased Spiritual Capacity

  


  
    Message given on July 20, 1966


    Lord, we are very strongly and deeply conscious this hour calls for particular grace, particular wisdom, particular help from Thyself. Thou knowest we are seeking to bring everything to very practical issue. All the words, all the messages, all this volume of expression verbally, has just got to have something of a really definite and concrete outcome and we are in these particular hours seeking to find the way for that. So we ask Thee for what is not possible to man, that Thou wilt show us the way. Teach us Thy way, oh Lord, and lead us in a straight path, for Thy Name's sake, amen.


    Shall we remind ourselves of the special object of these afternoon hours this week? It is that we should bring all that is being brought before us to the focus of practical outcomes, what has been by our brother called "the why", or "the how", rather, the how of it all. It is a question, no doubt, which occupies many hearts and many minds. Well, yes, we see the truth, we accept the truth, we believe that is the truth, but how are we to get into it, or how is it to get into us?


    And it is trying to answer that enquiry of "how" that we are spending these hours together in the afternoons. And each one is intended to focus upon a particular message, although the whole will, of course, be touched. Now, as far as I am concerned, you will remember that the first message that I gave had to do with spiritual capacity, the great need for increased spiritual capacity amongst the Lord's people, and all the tragedy of life, of the Christian life due to limited capacity. How great is the need for inward enlargement. Paul prayed, "that we may apprehend with all saints, what is the breadth, the length, the height, the depth, the knowledge-surpassing". And we are attempting to get into that. It is an impossible thing, of course, with us, without enablement of the Lord.


    And so this afternoon we ask the question:


    How is Enlargement of Spiritual Capacity to be Attained?


    The answer commenced this morning, and I wondered just how far our brother was going to undercut the afternoon! He was right onto it and said some very vital things about it, but you will suffer repetition, if it is that, or underlining.


    The answer to this question of spiritual capacity, spiritual measure, spiritual ability is, of course, found entirely in the Cross. The Cross is the answer to that question. But when that is said, that word is used, it has become so familiar, so familiar, that it has no longer any music, any charm, very little feel. You only have to mention the Cross and so often the reaction is, "Oh, well, we know all about that. We've heard all that. You can't tell us much that is new about that." Alright, let's see. We will see what kind of a knowledge it is that we have.


    When we speak of the Cross let us be very clear at once that we are speaking about death and resurrection. They both, they both meet in the Cross. The Cross combines them both. They are centred there. And when we speak about the Cross, we mean death and resurrection in our own history, not in history dating right back two thousand years almost, not something that happened back there, although, of course, that is where its root is. But we are now meaning, concerned with, death and resurrection and that of Christ in our own history, in our own history - a part of our very history; an inward part of us.


    You do not believe that I should stay to define that. You know what it is to have history in your blood, don't you? History in your blood. You may go to some parts of this world, for instance, when I go to Canada, I go to Canada and meet with Canadians, they immediately say, "Oh, how is the old country?" And they want to talk about the old country and it isn't long before they will tell you all about their grandparents and their parents, and their own birth and their own home and the old country. It is in their blood! That's their history. They have inherited that. It is a part of them and they can't get away from it. The first opportunity to refer to it - there you are. And that may be true of other nationalities, there are many of them here and probably you, more or less, have that history in your blood to which you revert.


    And when I say: is the death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus in our history, that's what I mean. It is a part of us - a part of us. It is not something we have taken on, accepted, adopted, mentally assented to, and if some other thing came along equally appealing and attractive, we could let this go and take that. No, this has got to be so much a part of us (and this is what we mean) as to be spiritual suicide to leave it, to part with it. This is death and resurrection.


    Well, now let me say one or two things that I don't like saying. It may not sound very pleasant, but we must get to the root of this. I am not talking about the doctrine or the teaching of the Cross. You wouldn't believe, dear friends, how somehow or other, I don't know what has happened, somehow or other wherever I go I seem to be the synonym for the doctrine of the Cross and immediately people say, "You know, I have heard, I have received, the teaching of the Cross, the message of the Cross." The message of the Cross... on dear. And dear friends, I want to confess to you that I feel bad about that. I really do. They may be quite alright and they may be quite sincere, but I am not talking about, and we are not concerned with what is called the message of the Cross, which is found in a book or books and literature, in the bound volumes brother that you accumulated! Not found in some persons who stood for that, who are known, more than for anything else, for the "message of the Cross". None of that. No, I am not talking about that, and we are not concerned with that, I am not asking you to accept the 'message of the Cross' however you may phrase it, identification with Christ in death, and burial, and resurrection and so on.


    Oh, I often wish we'd get rid of a lot of our phraseology. It is really misleading, it really detracts, it very often becomes empty and meaningless, although it may be for the people who use it, very meaningful. But I think in every realm of our Christianity we need to revise our phraseology. We do. Now that's a subject which we could stay with for a long time, isn't it? You know what I mean by that?


    If we had a revolution in the realm of phraseology, my word, what things would happen! You would never again on Sunday morning say you are going to church! Never again would you use that phrase, "I'm going to church." Never again would you look at a certain kind of building and say, "That church." And I could go over the whole gamut of phraseology which is not true to the New Testament meaning. Well, I must leave that, but let it be understood that this is not what we are concerned with this afternoon, something of a doctrine, a specific teaching, a phraseology, a terminology. No, not a terminology, but a terminus. That is what we are talking about: a terminus - and a terminus, dear friends, which is nothing less than a devastation in our history. A devastation.


    If the Cross of Calvary of our Lord Jesus Christ was anything in the history of His disciples, it was a devastation. All the days immediately following, they had lost their world. They had lost their hope, their expectation. They were lost men. No longer were they integrated; they were scattered, everywhere. Two walked down to Emmaus; here and there. Poor old Didymus (Thomas) he is somewhere, somewhere away on his own, shut up in dark, dark despair. Peter, where has he gone out? Weeping bitterly, where's he gone? What is this language that these two are saying, "We had hoped, we had hoped... that it should be He who would redeem Israel." "We had hoped", implying hope shattered. It was a devastation, the Cross was, and if the Lord Jesus hadn't risen, that's how it would have remained. And when He arose His first thing was to gather up the scattered pieces and fragments, and bring them together and put new hope into them.


    The Cross is a devastation. It may be more or less that at one time, at one time. But sooner or later it is going to be that absolutely. If you wait thirty, fifty years as a Christian, it's going to be that.


    I was a minister, accredited, of two denominations at the same time, preaching everywhere, and all that. A full, full programme. And sincere, and very earnest, reaching out for the best that I knew. And I was that for a large number of years before I met the real meaning of Romans 6. And I tell you, it was a devastation which cut my whole life in two; like two different worlds. But I don't want to talk about myself and what it meant there. You'll have to deduce from some of the things I say this afternoon that they are not things just being said; they have come out from somewhere, from this history with God.


    But we are talking about what the Cross really is and what it is not. The, perhaps the best approach is along the line of the positive and not the negative. The positive will prove the reality of the Cross, the reality - our talk, our speech, our phraseology, our profession, our claims and all this, whether it really is real. The positive will show that. And the first thing that I would suggest (and this is where we come this afternoon to a very practical issue) we may all have to face the first positive thing which arose with those disciples, and must arise with all who have truly had the Cross planted deeply into their history, into their very constitution, is their:


    Adjustableness.


    Their adjustableness, and that's a tremendous ordeal for many, for many. You know, tradition is a tyrant. Tradition is a tyrant. Tradition is a padlock upon the soul. Have you heard that? Don't write it in your notebook; write it inside. Tradition is a padlock upon the soul!


    Read your letter to the Galatians and other things. Oh no, come back earlier than that, have a look at Peter. Peter! He stands out as the first of the apostolic group. The Cross has been planted very deeply in him. It's devastated him undoubtedly. But now, now the test is arising. And Peter is on the housetop praying, fasting and praying. And he falls into a trance and he sees the heaven opened, and a great sheet let down by its four corners, and in the sheet all manner of creatures, reptiles, four-footed creatures and this, that and the other - all the things forbidden to Jews to eat in the book of Leviticus chapter 11 - an embargo upon all those things written in Holy Scripture. And the voice from heaven says, to a Jew, "Rise Peter, kill and eat." Now then, the issue is out.


    How deep, how practical is the Cross! I know what you are thinking: does the Lord ever contradict His own Word, go back upon it? Yes, He does, if you understand Him rightly. "Rise Peter, kill and eat." Eat! "Eat that reptile, that unclean beast, unclean creature? I, who stand four-square upon the inspiration of the Bible? I, who have observed meticulously Leviticus 11 all my life? You tell me to go back upon that, to do the very thing that is forbidden there? This can't be the Lord. Lord, You are making a mistake about this. No, no. This is not You, Lord." Nevertheless this thing was done three times! The Lord is insisting, not letting him off.


    And then the Lord brings in the Cross, brings the Cross right before Peter and in effect says, "Well, Peter, what about the Cross? What about it? What God hath cleansed...". What God has cleansed! There is a fountain open for all uncleanness - what God hath cleansed. "Oh, surely, surely it doesn't apply to this kind of person and that kind of person, this nationality and that - we are the people!" Now then Peter, your tradition is right in the way. It is right in the way of the outworking of the Cross. The Cross makes tremendous differences in these matters. "You have got to undo that padlock on your soul, Peter. You have got to let Me have My way through your traditions, Peter".


    The Cross has done something to change the whole position over Leviticus 11 - "What God hath cleansed.." Hath cleansed! And you see the application? Who were the unclean creatures in the conception and conviction of Simon Peter? The Gentiles. The Gentiles, those outside of the pale of Judaism. They are the dogs and you don't make a meal of a dog. They were called "the dogs", the dogs - unclean for food. They were the unclean, the Gentiles, but God "hath cleansed" the Gentiles. The Cross embodies and embraces all, all.


    You know, dear friends, we have made a great mistake. (I am preaching now, instead of introducing this!) We have made a great mistake in our doctrine in this matter. We think that only the saved people are redeemed. If you do, you have made the biggest mistake of all. The whole world, to the deepest, blackest sinner is a redeemed person. That's not, that is not universal. No, no, don't misunderstand me. The tragedy will be that those for whom redemption was accomplished, may not enter into the good of it; refuse it. It is there for them. They are redeemed. They are redeemed, the whole world is a redeemed world, but the whole world will not accept redemption.


    Oh, the Cross of Jesus Christ, you see, goes far and it goes deep. But Peter is drawing a line, a line by his tradition. And the whole issue now for Peter and for all of us, is that of adjustableness by the Cross. Can we be adjusted? Can we be adjusted over our traditions? Do you know, dear friends, that the Lord does some very strange things in His sovereignty and in that sovereign economy of God, He contradicts Himself from time to time. That is only a way of putting it. It's only a way of putting it.


    Let me take the instance of the apostle Paul. Paul was born, bred, brought up and deep-dyed a Jew, a Jew; a Hebrew. He tells us how deep it was, and strong it was, and far-reaching it was, and involved it was. He was in it up to above his eyes; by birth, inheritance, tradition. It was a very part of him naturally to be in Jewry. And when the Lord comes to that man He hooks him right out of everything - right out of Jewry, right out of Judaism, right out of his inheritance. You might say, right out of his blood, and makes him the apostle of the Gentiles.


    Oh, do you say, "You see, in the sovereignty of God I was born in such-and-such a setting and brought up in that, and taught this and that. Therefore, therefore that's where I ought to stay. God has brought me into that by birth. And God having done that, if God is sovereign, I ought to stay there!" Well, Paul's life contradicts you if you say that. There is a reason - always God is governed by a reason. You see, I was, as I have told you, in fully, deeply in that setting of organised Christianity and I believe to this day that the Lord sovereignly put me into that. Why? So that I would know what it's like, and know how to speak of that realm of emancipation and the difference - the difference. And Paul, sovereignly brought up, born and brought up in Jewry, knew it as no other man knew it, or as few men knew it; he knew it inside out and upside down, knew it all, and he could talk about it with authority. And he spoke about the Cross, my word, he could speak about the Cross with a background in his history.


    God doesn't contradict Himself, but He sometimes leads in a way, yes, leads in a way, and then pulls you right out of it and says, 'That is not ultimately what I'm after. That was only for a purpose, to teach you something, to show you something, so that your life would be based upon a history, a knowledge, no theory. You know what you are talking about from your background'. Do you see the point?


    Now the Cross, you see, with Peter just did that. And so the Lord won the battle, although Peter said, "Not so, Lord, not so, Lord", the Lord won the battle and off he went to the house of Cornelius. And the Holy Spirit fell on him anew with all that were in the house. Alright, that's the Holy Spirit standing by the Cross, you see, upholding the Cross.


    Now, if we are not adjustable, we may be in the way of the tragedy of missing the way, the tragedy of life's verdict may be involved in a lack of adjustableness. Oh, I've lived long enough, long enough and have had contacts enough to see some tragedies. I can tell you of them.


    I knew a dear man quite intimately who was greatly used of the Lord. He was on the platform of the biggest conventions. He was in demand as a conference speaker everywhere and I felt, "This man's going a long way, this man's going a long way, this man's going to stand for something". And then, an issue arose in that man's life.


    I have got to safeguard what I say, because I do not want you to feel, friends, that because I say a thing and give something to support it, that you have to go and do that. It has got to come from God into you, not from man. Therefore I am free to say what it was.


    The question arose, you see, he had got a wide, worldwide ministry of real value, and then the question of his denominational connection arose. And it was in the strategy of God, I believe, arose for him, and the issue became the whole church of God, the whole Body of Christ, the great universal call, or the denomination. He had a place in it and it was no small thing for him to have to face this. And I saw him going through the crisis and the contortions. And eventually he decided for the denomination. That man is hardly heard of today, he is still alive. Whereas his name was connected with all the spiritual movements, and you could read in the religious papers he's speaking here this week, and there next week. You never see it now. You never see it now, he has got a place in his denomination, yes, and they make a lot of him, but he has lost those platforms; he's lost all those platforms, they have gone. It's enough.


    Now, I'll say again, because I've said that, don't you go and leave your denomination because I've said it! This thing must come from God to you as a matter of Life or death. And don't move until it does. But here's a tragedy, a tragedy, you see: playing safe. Playing safe: "If I do that, do you see what will happen to me? I will lose prestige...". Hmm, alright.


    I knew another dear servant of God, I could mention his name and you all would know, but I'm not going to, even wild horses won't draw these names out of me. But this man, foremost amongst evangelical spiritual ministries, in great spiritual responsibility, with a large heart, a very large heart, too large a heart. (Is that possible?) Too large a heart. And a man, a man who was a noted liberal and modernist in theology. He was a nice man, you know, (and there are some good and nice men in that realm), a nice man, a capable man, an attractive man. This man, this modernist, asked another man to write a foreword to a book that he had written which was liberal theology, pure and simple.


    "Oh, will you write a foreword commending your brother?" And he did it. He did it. He lost everything of his great sphere of spiritual usefulness and died with a broken heart. The tragedy of popularity. Popularity. And I could go on, but I won't give you any more, I could give you some even more sad than that.


    But, here's the point: the Cross, dear friends, will prove whether it is real in our lives if it deals with our prejudices, preferences, our likes: natural, dislikes: natural, our ambitions, our popularity, our compromises, or whether we are really in the Lord's hands to be adjustable at any cost. At any cost. And you and I ought to know, ought to know, that the Cross is suffering love. Oh, some of the exponents of the message of the Cross are so legal, so hard. They put such a drive on other people to get them crucified, putting their hands on people's lives, as they say, to get them into the Cross. In other words, it means to crucify them. God help us. God help us!


    The Cross is suffering love and when the Cross really comes in, it brings suffering. And so I am going to say here and now, right away, there will be no increase and enlargement of spiritual capacity without suffering. Without suffering! I know plenty of people who embrace the message of the Cross and preach it, but, my word, they know nothing about suffering. They have never been broken. Loud, strong, they preach the Cross. Uncrucified men. Unbroken men. The Cross is suffering love and if that is not how we are, we really, after all, do not know anything about it.


    You know, David of whom we have been speaking and are, and shall be speaking of much this week, David lost his throne, and his city and a large part of his people for a time, in a terrible tragedy that eclipsed everything for him as he escaped and went on weeping, weeping. All because of sentimentality in his family - Absalom. Absalom had committed murder, and David had brought the murderer back without any confession, without any repentance, without any adjustment. He had brought him back home.


    And then, you know the story, what that son did in driving his father out, taking the throne, and then being slain in Divine retribution. But then, even then, David: "Oh, Absalom, my son, my son, Absalom. Absalom, my son, would God I had died for thee!" And a very unspiritual man, a very carnal man saw through it, and said to David, "Look here, if your son's life had been spared and the whole nation had been slaughtered, would you sooner have had it that way would you?" Sentiment! Sentiment in the place of principle.


    The Cross, the Cross stands strongly by principle, even if it goes against our sentimentalism. Well, you must think about that. Well, here we are, you see, adjustableness is a tremendous thing. I would like to say other things that result from the Cross, but I didn't intend to talk so long and you are here to ask questions. I am just opening the way (supposed to be!) for you!


    It's inevitable that in a conference like this, this matter will arise, the matter of the Cross - inevitable. Sometime or other it will come up and we will have to face it anew. And we can test whether after all our doctrine, teaching, of the Cross is real. Oh, it's a wonderful thing when this begins really to take place in us.


    I look at those eleven disciples who became eleven apostles. I see in the earlier days with Christ, the dome, the brass dome over their minds. He could talk, He could speak, and they couldn't understand for the life of them! They didn't know what He was talking about, what He was meaning; that was His trouble with them all the time. There was a dome. He gave all His teaching. But they couldn't grasp it. They couldn't grasp it! The Cross, the Cross. And after: "And they, the rulers, took knowledge of them that they were unlearned and ignorant men." Alright, alright but the dome has gone. The heaven is cleft asunder, they are seeing the meaning of the Scriptures all the way back! Listen to Peter on the day of Pentecost, how he is quoting the Scriptures. Quoting the Scriptures: "This is that! This is that - I never saw that before!". Just heaping Scripture upon Scripture with its interpretation and its meaning.


    They have got a new knowledge, an entirely new knowledge, or a new capacity for understanding what never before they could grasp. That will prove whether the Cross has really begun to work in us - a new capacity for grasping the spiritual meaning of Divine things. I tell you it is wonderful when you get this dome removed, and you get this open heaven. It is only a beginning; we go on for ever that way. But it's a wonderful thing when it begins. "Oh, I never saw that before! The Word was closed to me before, but my, now it's open. It's alive! It's alive!" And we, I think I can say, we who are ministering to you this week, are ministering simply because God has given us that open heaven - in a little way, a small way, to see His meanings, not what He says, but what He means. There is a lot of difference; what He means.


    Now, forgive me for going so long, and my intention is not to prolong this meeting beyond the point of profit. Is there anything you want to ask or say just by the way?


    [Question] The Cross has to be enacted in your life by the Lord Himself. You cannot crucify yourself. And He chooses many ways in which to do that: by suffering, adversity, sickness, sorrow.


    [TAS] Exactly, and your reaction.


    [Question] All these things that have happened in our lives up to the present time are part of God's enacting the Cross in our lives. Is that right?


    [TAS] That's right. I would suggest this to you, dear friends, as basic and fundamental, that knowing the Truth, knowing the Message, knowing the Word, you only take Romans 6, knowing it. You take it to the Lord, you take your knowledge to the Lord. And you say, "Now Lord, I believe this is what You want, is what You mean. I definitely have a transaction with You, that You in Your own way, in Your own time, will make that good in my history." Ah, but dare you do that? Dare you? It may not be long before something happens, and you say, "Oh, I didn't mean this. No, Lord, I didn't think it meant that." Now, now will you? It is suffering love and it isn't love for yourself, but for your Lord.


    Alright, have a definite transaction with the Lord. I had to do that, and shut myself up in my room and faced everything: ministry, position, everything - and get through a big battle. Thank God, He meant it and He saw through. But there it is. There it is.


    In the old days, you know, of the Keswick Convention, in the early years that was the sort of thing that was happening. Dr. F.B. Meyer, who I knew very well, told me once, he said, "You know, the Spirit of God came down on the Keswick Convention when the message of the Cross had been preached in such a way that people went to their rooms straight away, silently and solemnly, and you could see the lights in their room all night as they were on their knees getting through with it. Men went off to the lake and dropped their tobacco and their pipes in the lake, others went off to the post office to get postal orders to pay their debts. That is how things were when the Holy Spirit took hold of the Cross, as it was then preached." It is very practical, very practical. He said that the post office was sold out of all their postal orders for debt paying - very practical. We have got to have a transaction with God over this very definitely and hold Him to it if we really mean business with God.


    Perhaps it is better to talk to the Lord than to one another. I hope all my speaking hasn't quenched you. If you have anything to say, say now.


    If not, shall we bow and talk to the Lord? Even those of us who know most about it, there is still something more to be done.


    Lord, in heart, in Thy presence, we do want to know the power of Thy resurrection, ever more and more, and all that comes with it. But it involves the fellowship of Thy suffering, being made conformable to Thy death. We do pray that every heart that is having a silent but sincere transaction and committal to Thee just now, may find Thee encamping upon that ground, taking responsibility for all the consequences, and leading through, not only into resurrection in a new way, but into liberty from all grave-clothes of tradition and prejudice and what belonged to that past. Oh, Lord, who readest every heart, take note and get out of this hour something eternally precious for Thyself. And Thy grace will be sufficient for us, whatever it means. So help us. And Lord, do safeguard from all dissipation, distraction. Oh, do hold, without any kind of intenseness that is soulical, hold into a solemn joy in being found one with the Lord Jesus; His fellow in life, in death, in reproach, in rejection and despising, but in the joy set before. So help. We ask in His Name, amen.
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    Lord, Thou who readeth all hearts, knowest how reticent we are to add words... Thou hast spoken, and Thou hast spoken more than we can carry out in a lifetime. Why more? And so our need is very real, great - a matter now of capacity, God-given, to receive, to be able to receive. Oh Lord, help us at this time, in this very real need, to speak, to hear, to further profit. Grant us this help oh Lord, grant us Thy help at this time, for Thy Name's sake. Amen.


    We remind ourselves of the words which are governing our gathering together at this time, round the letter to the Ephesians, chapter 1 [should be 3], verse 8; the phrase: "the unsearchable riches of Christ". The last clause of what we said yesterday morning was we are going to be occupied with some of these "unsearchable riches" of Christ.


    Probably you know that in this letter, where these words are found, that word "riches" is related to quite a number of things. The riches of His grace, the riches of His glory, the riches of His wisdom, the riches of His inheritance in the saints, the riches of full assurance of understanding, and so on. This is a vast land, full of mines of wealth, wealth of all these kinds. We shall never exhaust that, even if we stayed here a very long time. But we just go on as the Lord enables and this morning we take up again what was before us with our brother last evening, only perhaps to present it in a little different way, not to improve upon by any means - take from or add to - but it seems the Lord wants to underline this, the first of these connections - "the riches of His grace". That is in the seventh verse, as you notice, of the first chapter of the letter.


    Now, to help us in this occupation we are going to take our position at the summit of Old Testament fulness. That summit was reached, as you know, with Solomon. I would like that you should look at one or two fragments in the first book of the Chronicles. First book of the Chronicles, chapter 28: "And David assembled all the princes of Israel, the princes of the tribes, and the captains of the companies that served the king by course, and the captains of thousands, and the captains of hundreds, and the rulers over all the substance and possessions of the king and of his sons, with the officers, and the mighty men, even all the mighty men of valour, unto Jerusalem. Then David the king stood up upon his feet, and said, 'Hear me, my brethren, and my people: as for me, it was in my heart to build a house of rest for the ark of the covenant of the Lord, and for the footstool of our God; and I had made ready for the building. But God said unto me, Thou shalt not build a house for My name, because thou art a man of war, and hast shed blood. Howbeit the Lord, the God of Israel, chose me out of all the house of my father to be king over Israel for ever: for He hath chosen Judah to be prince; and in the house of Judah, the house of my father; and among the sons of my father He took pleasure in me to make me king over all Israel; and of all my sons (for the Lord hath given me many sons), He hath chosen Solomon my son to sit upon the throne of the kingdom of the Lord over Israel. And He said unto me, Solomon thy son, he shall build My house and My courts; for I have chosen him to be My son, and I will be his father'".


    Chapter 29 and verse 25: "And then Solomon began to build the house of the Lord".


    In the second book of the Chronicles, and chapter 1, "And Solomon the son of David was strengthened in his kingdom, and the Lord his God was with him, and magnified him exceedingly".


    We have said that the summit of Old Testament fulness of glory was reached in Solomon. And we shall find that Solomon will lead us to Christ and then Solomon will exit, and pass out of view when the 'Greater than Solomon' is here. Solomon's wealth, and wisdom, and glory, and heritage are, of course, proverbial and fabulous, renowned and far-famed. He does represent the zenith of kingship and glory in the Old Testament. Jesus Himself acknowledged the greatness of Solomon on two occasions - do you remember? He pointed to the flowers of the field and said, "Consider the lilies, they toil not, neither do they spin, yet Solomon in all his glory is not arrayed like one of these" - Solomon in all his glory! It was proverbial, even in those days, and Jesus Himself acknowledged it.


    On another occasion He said, "The queen of the south will rise up in judgement against this generation for she came from a far country to Solomon to consult him concerning his wisdom...", with her hard questions - acknowledging the great place that Solomon had in the world of wisdom. But then Jesus added, after that: "Solomon in all his glory... Solomon in all his wisdom... but a greater than Solomon is here." Solomon fades when Jesus arrives.


    The Unsearchable Riches of Christ


    We have then to consider how in these various respects Jesus is greater than Solomon. One thing that we have been saying and that is in our hearts about this time together is our great need of a new apprehension of the Lord Jesus to adjust everything for us. But there are two preliminary matters before we can proceed in this matter.


    Why did God magnify Solomon? For it says the Lord magnified Solomon above all that had been before him. The Lord endowed upon Solomon this fabulous proverbial greatness of wealth, dominion, and wisdom. Why did He do it? You've had that explained to you already this morning: God from eternity has only one Person in view and that Person was not Solomon, or any other one, but His Son. And if the Lord so magnified Solomon, it was to bring His Son - the still greater - into view through the greatest thing that He could do here on this earth, to lead on to the much greater, of the heavenly One. God had His Son in view, the other One, the greater than Solomon. And that's why He did it.


    I wish Solomon had known this; it would have saved him a great deal of historic tragedy. If he saw that, really saw that, all these tragedies of which we have been reminded, the mistakes and blunders that we make, as Solomon did later, they would be obviated if this One, this only One, were ever-filling our vision.


    All the wonderful things that God said, seemingly about Solomon (and we have no time to look at them) could never possibly have been fulfilled in Solomon himself. It is quite beyond Solomon. God is reaching beyond this man in the things that He said seemingly about him and to him. And you have to pick up your New Testament in order to discover that that was true. Well, we may come on that as we go on, but the point is that we must not see Solomon as just the end in himself. We must look through him to Another and see that God in His Sovereignty magnified and glorified this Solomon, only with another One in view that in the long run we should stand aghast when we see the greater than Solomon, greater than the greatest that God has ever done on this earth.


    Another thing we must remember in this preliminary consideration is that Solomon was not really himself. That sounds strange and mysterious, and you may ask: What do you mean? Well, I mean this. Solomon was his father David; Solomon was the fulness of his father David. And you can never see Solomon without seeing David. It was not so much the person, as the significance of the person that is present in contemplating Solomon.


    When you turn to the New Testament, Solomon is only referred to at most a half a dozen times, almost in a casual way. But in the New Testament you will find David referred to in a very positive way over thirty times. The father eclipses the son; the son is but the fulness of the father. That is a statement that you must dwell upon, of course, to verify it.


    You open your New Testament with the first book, the gospel by Matthew, and you find you haven't read a few words before you come across David. David comes there in that place of priority right at the beginning of your New Testament. You go through your New Testament and as I have said, more than thirty times you will find yourself with David. And right at the last book, the twenty-second chapter of the book of the Revelation, David crops up again. This man is something very wonderful, very full, and has a very large place. And there is one clause in Isaiah 55 and repeated in the New Testament which defines this as "the sure mercies of David". Oh, to be able to plumb the depths of that! But even this morning we shall see a little of that.


    The sure mercies of David - all that pertains to Solomon was the sure mercies of David. That brings us to the first of the greatnesses, the first of the unsearchable riches of Christ, the first in Ephesians and everywhere and always:


    The Riches of His Grace.


    Do you see the riches of His grace as conveyed to us by Solomon? Having seen the great evidence of glory, of wealth and wisdom, to which God brought this man Solomon, we have to look to see where it all began. Where did all that begin? And there is a very dark background indeed to Solomon's birth and Solomon's life. A dark background.


    We have said that Solomon was the fulness of his father David. Solomon was the son of David's old age. Solomon was not the oldest son. We read: "God has given me many sons." And we know some of them, we know some of them and one in particular, Absalom. Solomon was the son of David's old age. And it was an old age full of shadows, the shadows of tragedy, of sorrow, of great mistakes.


    Solomon was related to the darkest clouds in David's life. We know the story, the story of David's great sin. The sin with Bathsheba and her husband Uriah, of David relaxing wrongly when kings go out to battle. At the time when kings go out to battle he went out onto the housetop. There are relaxations which are very dangerous. And from the housetop he espied that beautiful woman, Bathsheba, and coveted her and his passions rose and he said, 'I must have her.' And passion is a very, very fertile thing, you know, in evil. And so he schemed to get her.


    You know the rest of the story, how he planned and plotted to get her husband, Uriah, in the forefront of the battle and then told the other fighters to retire and leave him alone to the enemy, which they did. Poor Uriah was left and slain according to David's pre-calculated design. And they came back to David and told him, 'It succeeded, Uriah is dead.' And David sent for Bathsheba, and took her. And the child born of that iniquitous union was stricken by God, languished for days and then died. And Nathan the prophet went to David with a message from God and wrapped it up in a parable about something that had happened in the city. And he painted it in such lurid pictures that David arose in anger, in wrath, fiercely and he said, "That man who has done such a thing shall die!" Nathan turned and said, "Thou art the man." Nathan brought home the accusation, the judgement of God in smashing, crushing blows. "But David, thou shalt not die..." you will see the point of that in a moment. "But thou shalt not die." The depth and the greatness of David's sin is seen in those terrible confessions, heartbrokenness, and sorrow.


    You have got to look at the Psalms that are touched here and there with this. Take Psalm 32, where we have a bit of it, in verse 5: "I acknowledged my sin unto Thee, and mine iniquity have I not hid; I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord." Now leave it there for the minute.


    Psalm 38, verse 18: "For I will declare mine iniquities; I will be sorry for my sin." And then a whole psalm, Psalm 51, one of the most terrible bits of literature in existence, chapter 1: "Have mercy...". Note what is the heading of this psalm: "A psalm of David when Nathan the prophet came unto him, after he had gone in to Bathsheba." "Have mercy upon me, O God, according to Thy lovingkindness; according to the multitude of Thy tender mercies, blot out my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from mine iniquity and cleanse me from my sin. For I acknowledge my transgression and my sin is ever before me. Against Thee, Thee only have I sinned, and done that which is evil in Thy sight." And so the whole psalm goes on, which we will not read, but one fragment: "Deliver me, O God, from blood-guiltiness." Here we are: broken-hearted, penitent, standing at God's tribunal, pleading for mercy; full of self-condemnation, a conscience stained, stained with iniquity. And God says, "Turn away from your sin." A desolation of heart.


    He cried, "Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation." "Have mercy upon me." And he had sinned the sin which put him beyond the pale of the virtue of all the Levitical sacrifices. You read the sacrifices and their conditions; they do not cover this thing. They make no provision for this. Even the cities of refuge, provided for the manslayer, would not take in David, because the manslayer who found refuge there was the man who had caused someone to die inadvertently, without premeditation, by accident. Alright, there's provision for him. The man who had premeditated that, schemed, and brought about it all, the city of refuge has no place for him. No sacrifices are provided for him.


    Therefore, in this Psalm 51, David says, "Sacrifice and offerings, and burnt offerings Thou desirest not". "It's no good, I haven't any. I'm out of the pale of all the sacrifices and their virtues". Blood-guiltiness by premeditation. Oh, how far this man has gone! How great was his culpability! No wonder his conscience makes him cry out like this. Uriah's death, murder it is, lies at David's door. A little innocent babe's death, lies at his door. What are you going to do with that? What are you going to do with a man like that? What are you going to do when he's like that? It is outside the pale of all God's prescribing. What answer have we got to this? How can this man escape? How can glory be the end of that? There's only one answer and there is an answer: grace. Grace: it goes beyond all limits.


    Grace


    David is the greatest Old Testament example of pardon through grace. Remember that. That's why he is brought into view so much and that is the meaning of the sure mercies of David... of David! The unsearchable riches of His grace. And Solomon gathered into himself all that meaning of Divine grace - what grace can do in relation to a situation like that and how glory, glory can follow grace.


    The glory of His grace is a phrase in Ephesians. It is glory; it is deep. My, how deep, how deep! You ask, "Can there be anything greater, a greater demonstration of grace than that towards David?" - represented in a temporal way in Solomon, and underline that word temporal. Can there be anything greater than that? Is there greater grace than that represented by Solomon? Oh yes, a greater than Solomon is here. As Son of Man, God came, God's Son came into the inky darkness and blackness of the sin of the whole race. Now that one Man bore the judgement of that sin upon the whole race and brought God's infinite grace to the world. To the world!


    Look again at that cross on Calvary's hill. Take another look and listen, listen to that bitter, heartbroken cry, "Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?", the words embracing all time and eternity: forsaken, forsaken. David may have tasted something of that, of one man.


    Dear friends, when you look at that Cross and hear that cry, you touch the deepest, deepest depth of human tragedy. That is, that the race, but for the grace of God, is God-forsaken eternally. If you have ever tasted a deep, deep sorrow within the compass of human capacity, you know that in that hour of darkness it's like an eternity. It is only a moment literally. It is like an eternity. It seems that everything for ever has been touched. In the moment when Jesus cried, He touched the eternity of man's destiny in or outside of God: forsaken. Forsaken. That cry with that word 'forsaken' is the measure of human depravity.


    We have yet to feel the tremendous impact of the Cross in this sense if Jesus had not done it there for us; we are eternally forsaken of God; the face of God is turned away. The blackness and darkness of eternal doom rests upon the race but for the Cross of Jesus Christ and what He has done there. Forsaken, forsaken! Have you ever tasted the slightest, the slightest drop of that? Oh yes, it's possible, even in our Christian life, our spiritual life.


    I confess that there have been times when I have wondered if the Lord had gone out of my universe, if He really was alive, yes, and if He hadn't forgotten me. And I have cried, "Has the Lord forgotten to be gracious?", as though the Lord had gone. Gone; I can't find Him. I prayed, but I can't touch Him. And a little experience like that isn't God-forsakenness. Thank God, it never is, for He said, "I never will forsake you", but a little consciousness of the remoteness of the Lord from us, is the last experience of tragedy in our lives. Oh, it's the most awful thing to have to go for a little while without the realisation of the Lord, to be groping for the Lord and not finding him, like Job, the righteous man, "If I go on the right hand He is not there, or on the left, He is not there. I go forward, He's not there. Oh, that I knew where I might find Him!" Have you had any experience at all like that? Well, I don't want you to have it, if you haven't, don't covet it. But some of you may just know a day, or a few days or more when, 'Oh, where is the Lord, where is the Lord?' It may be the Lord lets us know something like that to bring us into the fellowship of His sufferings, to make us understand how great a thing He has done for us. For the Lord does not believe in theories and doctrines. The Lord is very practical; experience is His tool. He will teach us, He will teach us with that heavy, heavy tool.


    Yes, a greater than Solomon or David is here. That's it. He is. He came, He touched the deepest depths of human depravity which are found in that word 'forsaken'. Forsaken! Anybody who doesn't believe in the depravity of human nature, and a total depravity, has not yet seen the Cross of the Lord Jesus, seen us there, forsaken of God, on the one side.


    Yes, grace reaches the deepest point of human tragedies. That is, man's forsakenness but for Christ. That is it. Grace! What a word this is! Solomon, in all his glory, is born out of that inherent iniquity, judgement, outside of the pale of Levitical position, all his glory coming out of that. Now: grace. What are you going to say about it? What word is there to explain it? Only this word: grace. We could go round that word for all time and all eternity.


    J. H. Jowett, who was one of the greatest speakers of the last century, said this: "There is a word I have wrestled with so much, no word with which I have wrestled more than this word: 'grace'. It is like expressing a great American forest in a word. No phrase can express the meaning of grace. Grace is more than mercy. It is more than tender mercy. It is more than a multitude of tender mercies. Grace is more than love. It is more than innocent love. Grace is holy love. But it is holy love in spontaneous going out in eager quest for the unholy and the unlovely. It is the ministry of a great sacrifice to redeem the unholy and the unlovely into the beauty of God. The grace of God is holy love on the move, to thee and to me and the like of me and thee. It is God, unmerited, undeserved, going out toward the children of men that He might win them into the glory and brightness of His own likeness."


    Well, that's an attempt, an attempt to define this word, 'grace'. Was Paul not right in speaking of the unsearchable riches of grace? And Paul knew what he was talking about, as we were reminded last night, there was a background to this man's life. "I am not worthy," said he, "to be called an apostle. I persecuted the church". And on bended knee before the Lord, the Lord was showing him His grace and His mercy. He said, "Lord, when Your servant, Stephen, was martyred, I was there giving my consent. What ground have I for apostleship? What ground have I to be anything at all? My hands are stained with bloodguiltiness, all premeditated, designed, and enacted with terrific force. How dare I look up into Your face? I'll either be a disciple, a child of God, to say nothing of being an apostle! But unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, was this grace given, to preach among the nations the unsearchable riches of Christ." If you can't comprehend it, may the Lord register the impression of it.


    How easily, with fragile words do we repeat "the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ" - we speak it. Oh Lord, challenge us with that word, lift us with that word, save us with that word. Can we dare, can we dare to say, glorify that word? Oh, if all the words are forgotten, and our human efforts to convey it fail entirely, leave the impression that the grace, the grace of God is indeed the greatest thing in this universe for humans such as we are. We commit it to Thee. Oh, give us to glory in Thy grace. For Thy Name's sake. Amen.


  


  
    Chapter 4 - The Riches of His Inheritance

  


  
    Message given on July 21, 1966


    This is Your ministry, not ours. We are prepared to speak or not to speak, to hear more or not to hear more, just according to Your own desire. If it is Thy mind that we spend a little more time here in Thy presence with the Holy Spirit to pursue His work with us by Thy word, we ask for the renewing of our spirits and of our minds, a fresh quickening, a breath of new life, a very real experience of the anointing, the anointed lips, the anointed ears. The Lord, being Lord in everything, working to His own end, His own glory and pleasure. We ask it in the Name of the Lord Jesus. Amen.


    We continue, with the Lord's enablement, in our quest for spiritual understanding in that vast realm of the unsearchable riches of Christ. We have pointed out how varied is the context of that word "riches", and we have made a very fierce attack upon one word: "The riches of His grace" and the word is the victor still, and we are the casualties. It has beaten us, and stands over our impotence, and we know already that it is unsearchable. I leave it to brother Kaung if he feels led to make the next attack upon that word, I am passing on, crippled though I may be!


    I bring you to the second of the relationships of this word: "The unsearchable riches of Christ", which is again found in the letter to the Ephesians chapter 1, and verse 18: "Having the eyes of your heart enlightened, that ye may know what is the hope of His calling, what the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints."


    The Riches of the Glory of His Inheritance in the Saints


    Earlier in the chapter the apostle has referred to our inheritance in Him. Now he is speaking of His inheritance in the saints. Through this letter, again and again, the focus is upon what the Lord has to get: "unto the glory of His grace", "unto the praise of His glory", "the riches of His glory", "Christ loved the church and gave Himself for it that He might present it to Himself a glorious church". I believe, dear friends, that here we reach the heart, and root, and core, and hub of everything in the whole Bible from start to finish. The aspect is always Himself: His, Him, Himself. That's the governing aspect of the whole Bible. The apostle, as you know, sums it all up in that wonderful declaration: "Now unto Him be the glory in the church by Christ Jesus unto all ages for ever and ever", and you can't get beyond that, it's the end: unto Him, unto Him.


    Yesterday we were allowing Solomon to be our interpreter, and we shall continue to do so in this other aspect. We have reminded ourselves of the excellence of Solomon, the glory, the majesty, the wealth, the wisdom that God gave to him in His sovereign fore-view of His Son, Jesus Christ. But we also pointed out that Solomon was not someone in himself, but that he took up the whole life of his father, David, and was, really, the full expression of what was in David's heart as the great dominating interest and concern of his life.


    I think we might just look at one or two fragments, supposing we just look at Psalm 132. Psalm 132: "Lord, remember for David all his afflictions: How he sware unto the Lord, and vowed unto the mighty One of Jacob: Surely I will not come into the tabernacle of my house, nor go up into my bed; I will not give sleep to mine eyes, or slumber to mine eyelids, until I find out a place for the Lord, a tabernacle for the mighty One of Jacob. Lo, we heard of it in Ephrathah: we found it in the field of the woods. We will go into His tabernacles: we will worship at His footstool. Arise, O Lord, into Thy resting-place; Thou and the ark of Thy strength. Let Thy priests be clothed with righteousness; and let Thy saints shout for joy. For Thy servant David's sake turn not away the face of Thine anointed" and so on.


    And then just let us look at a fragment, a big fragment, you will have to reduce it, in the first book of Kings chapter 3, 1 Kings 3 at verse 4: "The king went up to Gibeon to sacrifice there; for that was the great high place: a thousand burnt offerings did Solomon offer upon that altar. In Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, Ask what I shall give thee. And Solomon said, Thou hast showed unto Thy servant David, my father, great kindness, according as he walked before Thee in truth, and in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart with Thee; and Thou hast kept for him this great kindness, that Thou hast given him a son to sit on his throne, as it is this day. And now, O Lord my God, Thou hast made Thy servant king instead of David my father: and I am but a little child; I know not how to go out or come in. And Thy servant is in the midst of Thy people which Thou hast chosen, a great people, that cannot be numbered nor counted for multitude. Give Thy servant therefore an understanding heart to judge Thy people, that I may discern between good and evil; for who is able to judge this, Thy great people? And the speech pleased the Lord, that Solomon had asked this thing. And God said unto him, Because thou hast asked this thing, and hast not asked for thyself (underline it) long life; neither hast asked riches for thyself (underline "for thyself"), nor hast asked the life of thine enemies, but hast asked for thyself understanding to discern judgment; behold, I have done according to thy word: lo, I have given thee a wise and an understanding heart; so that there has been none like thee before thee, neither after thee shall any arise like unto thee. And I have given also that which thou hast not asked, both riches and honour: so that there shall not be any among the kings like unto thee, all thy days." We must leave it there.


    Solomon came into the inheritance of his father. That is what is stated precisely there, and Solomon acknowledged that it was so. He inherited his father's lifelong, all-dominating ambition and passion to find a place for the Lord - for the Lord.


    You notice that the Lord gave him all the wisdom that he had, that renowned wisdom, and God gave him all the rest: the riches, the honour and the kingdom, because Solomon turned outward from himself and said: "For the Lord - for the Lord". That is a principle throughout the Word of God which we shall note as we go on. For the Lord, but for the Lord in the Lord's people! In the Lord's people. This people is the Lord's people, the Lord's interest is in this people, the Lord's portion is His people, the Lord's inheritance is His people.


    I should stop there, I think our brother has well covered that ground, and put in parenthesis this: that we can have, as we think, a very great concern for the Lord and His interests and His purpose, without realising that that is all bound up with His people; that if we are going, really to serve the interest of the Lord, we shall find it in this one and in that one - in His people. That is where His inheritance is. Let us leave that for the moment.


    The greatness of the Lord's people immediately looms into view: what they are to the Lord; Israel in type, if you like, an example as we shall see, but the church, what the church, what the Body of Christ, what the aggregated of the born-again ones is to the Lord! Perhaps we have to get a new apprehension of this: what believers really are to the Lord, and ourselves, of course, included. And here we are truly held with a word, we just can't get on until we've been confronted with this word: the unsearchable riches of Christ in His people. The unsearchable riches of Christ in you! In me! You baulk when you face that, unsearchable! Oh yes, we should fall down before this at once, "In me? In her? In him? In that group? In that one?" Christ has invested unsearchable riches.


    Let us make it personal; personal. Can that be true, is it possible, is it thinkable if we know only a little of truth about ourselves? Can it be possible that He has such wealth invested in us? That He has His inheritance in us? Unsearchable... yes, yes, beyond, beyond our grasping, our [mind], this will exhaust every superlative: unfathomable; inconceivable; inexpressible; incomprehensible; immeasurable! And what other words can you add? It's all in this unsearchable riches of Christ of His inheritance in the saints. That word does fill us with a grand state. Well, that's beyond me, beyond my comprehension that it should be true that I should be, even though the smallest fragment of the whole, nevertheless, a fragment of His inheritance, containing His inheritance!


    Of course, we prepared the way for this a bit didn't we, by considering the riches of His grace. Grace is the way to this, it has to be. This could not be otherwise. But grace is not an end in itself, it was never intended to be an end in itself. Through grace it is to glory, and the glory is in the church by Christ Jesus unto all ages for ever and ever; God's portion in His people. Now, Israel, of course, is the grand Old Testament example of this, the historic example of this. God said (and here again we are out of our bounds of understanding) God said of Israel: "I have chosen you from among all the peoples of the earth." God's selectiveness! Can you ever explain that? No, you never will.


    God's selectiveness... and may the Lord forgive me if I am wrong, even in implication, but when we have read our Old Testament and into our New Testament about this people Israel, what they were capable of... and we won't dwell upon it to analyse it, and what in the end they did. And God knew it all from the beginning - knew them, their nature, their constitution, their disposition, their proclivities, all that was possible. And then how they would tax His patience, it would almost seem to the limit, sometimes it would seem to breaking point, and He would say to Moses: "Stand aside and let Me destroy this people and I make of you another nation." God knew what a drain they would be upon Him and His resources of patience and forbearance and long-suffering. He selected them deliberately! I would say that's unsearchable, unfathomable. You would never have done that if you had a little bit of knowledge! Ah, but would you have chosen yourself if you'd had a little bit of knowledge?


    I venture to say, dear friends, that the pathway of the true Christian life is the pathway of such a self-exposure and uncovering, that more and more we cry: "God, be merciful! If ever I get to glory it will be the greatest miracle that ever God wrought." God's selectiveness! You cannot explain it, but there it is. And when He has selected His love, His love: "I have loved thee", He said to Israel, "with an everlasting love... You are graven upon the palms of My hands, Israel". Unfathomable, inexplicable His self-committal to that people. He has committed Himself to them, His honour, His name, His glory, His interests in the earth - committed Himself. Committed Himself! Hear Him sobbing through the prophets as they weep bitter tears, and they are the tears of God over Israel. This great heartbroken cry of God coming out through the prophets. We could take up many of their utterances because of this people, and God's love, and God's disappointed love.


    Take up one prophet like Hosea and his story, or Ezekiel and the tragedy in his life: his young wife taken suddenly overnight from him, his life and his heart left desolate in the midst of the people. For what? And the Lord said to him in the morning: "Anoint your face as at other times and go forth just as though nothing had happened. On with the [normal], go out, behave just as though there's no tragedy in your life at all!" And he went forth as at other times with his face anointed, but his heart broken. But he didn't let it be seen. As at other times he got on with his job, and the men around him said: "This is scandalous! This is a breach of every recognised principle of good behaviour and conduct! What a man, despicable man, with his wife lying dead there, awaiting burial, and he has made his face to shine, he comes out in the light!" And then the word of the Lord to Ezekiel: "Speak unto them: I love you. I loved you like a husband to a wife, with all My heart, and you mean everything to Me. But you have gone from Me, you have deprived Me of all My rights, My expectations, and disappointed all My hopes but you go on as though nothing had happened. You just go on. It does not come home to your heart." The parable, you see, was the tragedy in a life to show, to show how deep God's love was and how pained God's heart was when that love was spurned and withdrawn.


    I say the prophets are full of that: the broken-hearted cry and sob of God over this people, this people! They cried, they wept for Jerusalem. Jesus came there and lived there among them, moved amongst them, and reached out both hands to them: "All day long have I stretched forth My hands." He was doing it. At last, with no response, but that of enmity and falsehood, Jesus standing aside on a place above the city, looked over the city and wept: "Oh, Jerusalem, Jerusalem, how oft would I have gathered thee as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, but you would not." Weeping. There is love here for this people!


    You pass to Paul, how Paul said he shed bitter tears for this people Israel: "I wish that I myself were accursed for my people Israel's sake." Why this? Were they so lovable? God knows, no more than you and me are. Why? Because He had vested interests for His own satisfaction. It was what was for Him that He desired in this people. He had an inheritance in the people. Yes, you say, why such love for them? Rather more, why such love for me? And today, perhaps more than ever, why such love to this church as we know it? Oh, the tragedy of it. The heartbreak of it. The distress of it.


    We are asking the biggest questions, aren't we, about the church? What a thing it is, is there any hope for this? And yet, and yet it stands in the Word of God, and the Word of God cannot be broken, it endures forever, it stands for eternity and will be fulfilled - it stands: "To present to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing." It's going to be! He has vested His eternal interest in this, and He will have His deposit, in spite of you and me, in spite of all, He'll have it. It's going to be that - my only fortress, rock, foundation. I know that things in the church as it is, in Christianity, as we know it everywhere, all day long: beloved, delightful saints, beautiful Christians, many of them devoted to the Lord, but when I come to the corporate aspect, the church, the selection, well, the heart speaks doesn't it?


    I have to confess to you, dear friends, that I have moved around this world from far east to far west, touching companies of Christians, and I do not know of one group of Christians where there is not some kind of fight or division, where it is not at least a battle to keep together. And of course, much worse than that. I don't know where that ideal church is on this earth. And yet the Word says: "His inheritance in the saints".


    Well, you see, that brings us to:


    Motive.


    And motive is the solution to the whole. That is, purified, sanctified, illuminated motive is the core, the heart, the key to everything. For the motive, whether it is for the Lord, or for anyone else, or anything else, that's the criterion; the deciding factor. It is! Let that [purge us]. It, the motive and the holiness and purity of the motive, you see, that takes us right back to the beginning in the Garden, God created all things for Himself and for His own pleasure, and pronounced upon His work: "It is very good." He committed it to the man of His creation, and that evil one, who had split the heavenly domain and drew away a great company of "angels who kept not their first estate" through personal ambition, self-centred interest, he came into that thing where everything was for the Lord and insinuated this self-hood principle of himself.


    And what it amounts to and means is just this: 'Don't have it... being in dependence upon God, no, have it in yourself! Have it for yourself! You can, you can be as God, you can be the centre of things!' Motive; for God or self. It was just that. That's the fall. And from that moment the poison, the poison of the serpent, the poison of that evil thing called 'self', self - the enemy of all that is good and of God, that was bitten, so to speak, into the very bloodstream of the human race, and it has developed to the present dimensions. And is the cause of all the world's troubles: it's self! Self!


    And, aren't we blind, isn't the world blind? Failing to see that as we get near the end, things so intensify as to become ultimate, final, supreme on both sides: on the self side, and on the un-self side. That's what God is doing, intensifying the person, you see.


    Well, it started there in the motive. The motive: the Lord, for the Lord, unto the Lord, or unto myself? It goes right back to the beginning there, the great reverse of the motive, of the direction, in regard from God to self. This was the tragedy of that first generation of Israel at Kadesh-Barnea.


    Oh, what a tragedy, after all those years of God's patience, long-suffering and forbearance, all that God had done for them and shown Himself to be in their interests, at Kadesh-Barnea, not trusting Him at all at that point, they sent over the spies, and the spies of course came back as the embodiment of the principle that was in the nation - selfhood: "We were as grasshoppers... we... in their sight. Oh, it's no use going over there, we'll lose everything if we do. We shall be destroyed!" In other words, how this thing will affect us! How our interests can be served. You see, selfhood is dominating the situation. There were only two men who took the other course, who said, "If the Lord, if the Lord is with us..." That's the other direction, eventually that, that triumphed. God is usually on the side of minorities, don't forget, for the minorities are usually of this kind, it is a minority that is wholly for the Lord, and not with some mixture of self. Joshua and Caleb were preserved while the others perished in the wilderness on the basis of selfhood.


    Oh, I'd like to open up there on yesterday afternoon, on the letter to the Hebrews, which tells us quite plainly that it was their soul life that was the cause of the disaster at Kadesh-Barnea. I... I, however, unsearchable riches indeed, [certainly right on to the Cross].


    However, here it is, you see, it's the motive, and it was the motive at Kadesh-Barnea, it was the motive of Israel when Christ was crucified: "If we let this go on with [their act], the Romans will take away, will take away from us!" That's the spirit; it came out: jealousy, envy, self-interest. The result? Two thousand years of Israel in the outer darkness, weeping, wailing, gnashing of teeth. Is that true? In recent years the millions... oh, it's a dark story, and all because self was put in the place of the Lord.


    Well, here it is. This is the motive of the incarnation of God's Son, you see, consummated in the Cross. The motive behind is self-emptying, it's coming down in man-form, the capacity of a bond-slave, becoming obedient. Why? To empty of self, to destroy the self-principle in humanity. Yet the emptying did not finish in heaven. All the time He was here He was emptying, emptied. Satan offered Him the kingdoms of this world; no, He emptied Himself. All the way along He was emptying Himself, right up to the cross. He has come to destroy this awful thing: selfhood in humanity. The incarnation is the incarnation of this very motive: 'Not unto myself', "He counted it not something to be held on to, to be equal with God, but emptied... I have come, not in My own interests, to serve My own ends, My heart, it's the Father, the Father, the Father!" This is the constant language of the Son here in humiliation: the Father... the Father. The Cross, I say, was the consummation of that, the final emptying of the last bit of man's self-interest into the judgment of which He had voluntarily entered. The desolation of the Cross is God's verdict upon the selfhood of man and of the devil.


    Let's turn this picture around: John 3:16! Oh you know it, can quote it, recite it, but do you, do we know it? "God so loved - so loved the world. God so loved the world..." He emptied Himself of His dearest possession and "gave His only begotten Son". Why? Why? That is the governing question: why? Move on to Matthew 13 and you begin to have the answer in parabolic form: "The kingdom of heaven is like unto a treasure hid in a field; which, when a man found, he sold all he had, and bought that field to get that treasure". And Jesus later said; "The field is the world." God so loved the world because He had an investment in it, a treasure. A treasure! Do you want the explanation of that? Well, of course, the explanation is in this letter to the Ephesians: "Christ loved the church and gave Himself for it" - the treasure in the field, the treasure in the field - "He gave Himself for it, that He might present unto Himself, unto Himself a church." There it is, and I must hasten to cut this short by reminding you that this, this is the motive in all God's dealings with us, to discipline us, to discipline. And He does discipline us, I will have more to say about that in another one of these 'unsearchables' later on, but His dealings with us are along the line of discipline. If you would like to call it chastening you can, for it is the same thing.


    What is all this about, the way in which the Lord deals with us, and handles us, and empties us, and disappoints us, and all the rest of it? The motive of God is that this selfhood shall be completely undercut, that He will find His inheritance in the saints. If you look at what God is doing, He is undercutting our selfhood, isn't He? Ah, He is bringing us down, breaking us, emptying us, weakening us, destroying all our self-sufficiency, self-confidence, and bringing us to an end of ourselves. Yes, despair. Why? Why? To really deal with this motive of self.


    You know, you know dear friends, as well as I do, that our plague, the plague of our hearts is ourselves. Is it not? If only I could get rid of myself! You see, that is the Buddhist's answer to this great problem. What does the Buddhist believe, what is the basic principle of Buddhism? Self-annihilation; of course it doesn't work. They can burn themselves to death to make a demonstration of themselves, but nevertheless, there is this law, this consciousness in humanity that the real curse is selfhood. And if they are not conscious of it, it is true all the same.


    And God is dealing with this, undercutting this, bringing it to naught, to get that which is pure motive for Himself: "Now Lord, I have nothing to live for, but for You. If You want to use me for Yourself and Your own end, alright, if you don't Lord, it's all the same." Bringing us right through like that, but it's going to be utterly the Lord in the end and not anything that we get. How we have grown up to try and use the Lord for our own ends and to believe in Him just for what He can do for us! It's this place again, this place again. No, oh, we've a long way to go, none of us has attained, neither are we already complete in this matter, but God is doing it to bring us to the place where it is the Lord, just the Lord. Just the Lord!


    And dear friends, we shall come, we shall come into the riches like Solomon when we have truly, as God knows it, not in our ideas and imaginations or beliefs about ourselves, but when the Lord knows that we have come to the place where: "Now, Lord, everything in my life has got to be arranged for Your satisfaction. Your satisfaction! You arrange all the things in my life for Your pleasure, for Your satisfaction." And if we will allow Him to do that, and seek grace when He does it, we shall come into the riches. It will be: "The joy of the Lord - our strength." The joy of the Lord, the Lord is glad because He has got what He is after, and that will be our strength.


    Now I must cut it short there and leave it with you. It is, after all, only saying in another way what has been said to us this morning. The hub of it, the hub of it is this sanctified, purified, blood-purged motive in life. I say 'sanctified' because you know it is possible for us to think that our motives are very pure. David made a great mistake in this matter of motive when he sent and fetched the ark on the new Philistine cart to bring it up to Jerusalem, and the Lord smote Uzzah, and David was thrown into consternation, and was angry with the Lord. His motive was all right. He could have said: "But, Lord... my motive was so pure, my motive was so good. I meant it so, well, for Your glory and Your satisfaction!" "Oh, yes, but David, your motive was not illuminated and enlightened by My Word. Go back to your Bible, go back to your Bible and see about this thing." And it says that David went back to the Scriptures and said, "Oh!"


    You can do a right thing in a wrong way - a right thing in a wrong way, because your motive was not an illuminated motive. Well, I will leave that.


    Purged motives, purged hearts, blood-sprinkled hearts, so that our motive is purified in fire and it is just what the Lord wants and not what we want, but the Lord's glory, and the Lord's interests. Well, our New Testament is built upon that, isn't it? What's for the Lord, what's for the Lord.


    The parable of the vineyard: "And at the season He sent His servant for the fruit..." His rights, His vested rights, "and they slew the servant. He sent another and they treated him the same, and another, at last He said: 'I will send Mine own, My son. They will reverence Him', and they said: 'This is the heir. The inheritance, this is the heir. Come let us kill Him and then everything shall be ours.'" What will the Lord do with those wicked servants? It's built upon this principle of whether it is for the Lord or for ourselves. The vine and the branches, the fruit - well, it's not our fruit at all, it is the Lord's fruit. "And herein is My Father glorified, glorified, that you bear much fruit" - for the Lord! He is fastening upon His rights in the life of His people. And so we could go on, but I think you see that gathered around this, all the spokes and everything else, they come back here to the riches of His inheritance in the saints.


    Will you hold your life in the light of that? Will you hold your local fellowships in the light of that? Not what place you have, not how it affects you, good or bad, but always, always in your relationships in the local company and your individual position, let this govern: We are here for the Lord, and not for ourselves. Does this, does this really please the Lord? Is this situation of division, of strife, or bitterness, does this really please the Lord? Can the Lord have glory? Because if not, then look here: anything, it may cost me everything, anything and everything, to get this right. [Suffer all that,] but this is not for the pleasure of the Lord. Oh, if we only took that attitude, if only that were the dominating thing in all, there would be such wealth, such glory, and I believe such dominion as with Solomon over all the enemies round about. The enemy will be spoiled, believe me, when his own ground is taken from him, which is the ground of self.


    Now, Lord, it is for Thee to keep alive what has been of Thee in this much-speaking this morning. Oh, Lord, we must commit it to Thee. It's too much for us, but bring home to us those salient things that really do matter, that are going to be the issues of this week, things which are going to be found abiding, living and governing. Do set Thy seal upon those things in our hearts, for Thy Name's sake.
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    Lord, Thou knowest our reticence, how afraid we are of just heaping on words, ideas, information, priming the mind and thereby blocking the channel to the Spirit. But we can do nothing but appeal to Thee and trust Thee that the Spirit of Truth will Himself pierce through the mind, the brain, the head, and right down into those innermost recesses and make the Word of God what it is said to be: sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit. Lord, let this be the effect of the ministry already today, and now, and onward. We look to Thee in our need, in our helplessness apart from Thee. Do Thine own work for Thine own Name's sake. Amen.


    You will remember that yesterday morning in our consideration we stopped short and broke off before we were finished with what was on our heart when we were considering this other of the unsearchable riches of Christ: the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints. And so we simply proceed with that this morning and do not follow on to a fresh aspect.


    But I want to say here at the outset that this is going to be probably the most difficult thing to grasp, to understand, and perhaps to accept of all that is being said this week. Peter, referring to all the letters of the apostle Paul, did say: "Our beloved brother Paul..." but in the next breath he said, "in all of whose letters there are some things hard to be understood". Now, whether Peter meant that for himself, he hadn't grasped it all, or whether he was speaking about other believers, I don't know. But I'm not Paul, and I am not asking you to read my letters, but I do feel that about what is on my heart this morning, it will be difficult to understand. And you will be required to give very close and careful attention, almost to every sentence, because every sentence has a so much wider context than we can mention and refer to.


    Well, having said that, and I trust, prepared you for some hard work, and I'm sorry that it comes at this time, I was waiting and working for the opportunity to just get to my brother this morning, "Go right on over the second session!" I could have come on this afternoon alright, but I didn't get the chance, he didn't do it. You will suffer that, will you.


    So, we will come to this: the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, and again we are going to let Solomon help us as our interpreter, or our pointer. The corollary of inheritance is, of course, heirship, and that of heirship is sonship. In the Bible heirship means sonship with a particular connotation.


    At that point we will read - just to refresh our memories on this matter - from the first book of the Chronicles, at chapter 28. 1 Chronicles 28, we will just take out two verses from this larger setting, verses 5 and 6:


    "And of all my sons..." this is David speaking, "And of all my sons - for the Lord has given me many sons - He has chosen Solomon my son to sit upon the throne of the kingdom of the Lord over Israel. And He said unto me, Solomon thy son, he shall build My house and My courts; for I have chosen him to be My son"; (this is the Lord speaking): "and I will be his father".


    The Lord is leaping right ahead of David, isn't He? Of course, as we have said, with Another in view - the Greater Son of David, the Greater than Solomon, as Jesus said, who is here. So then, sonship is the focus of this hour.


    And you will notice that in these verses, as in others in this context, there was a selectiveness about this matter of sonship. "The Lord has given me many sons" - but - "but He has chosen, He has selected, selected Solomon my son". We know that David had many sons. We don't know very much about most of them. One or two come right out conspicuously, like Absalom and Adonijah, but of all his sons, God selected Solomon - the son of David's old age. At the point of ripeness and maturity, sonship came into full view. The principle and reality of sonship emerged from a long history of maturing, of ripening, of bringing to spiritual fulness. And we are so much on one line this morning without any collaboration, this maturity in David, out of which this sonship sprang forth, sprang into being, sprang into life, this maturity was through a long history of deep discipline, a long history of deep and often bitter experience, of suffering.


    First, there were the sufferings from without, and it's here where you must bring to mind more than I say, here's a brief statement, but oh, how much gathers around it. No sooner was David anointed as a youth, than trouble started in his life. Suffering! Oh, what a long drawn-out period of suffering and discipline under that man Saul, from the day that Saul spied him, eyed him with a jealous eye, and hurled his spear at him to transfix him. David evaded the spear and fled. Right on though those years of being hunted amongst the rocks, in the hills, and in the desert, so that he cried: "I'm like a pelican in the wilderness, like a sparrow upon the housetop... and dost Saul come out to seek a flea?". You know it all - the long, bitter history of suffering coming upon him from without because of the anointing.


    Here you have got to do some changing of your thinking: "Oh, the anointing, if only we have the anointing, oh, the Lord will anoint us, won't that be wonderful? Oh, that will be power!" Alright, from the day of the anointing, trouble began, suffering began from without; persecution of the usurping, envious, jealous forces. That's their nature, from without. And then that second period of suffering, for it didn't stop when Saul was out of the way. I think perhaps David might have thought at one time: 'Well, if only Saul is out of the way, then life will go smoothly', and that is why, on more than one occasion when Saul was at his mercy, David would be, would befriend, "Now you've got your chance, God has delivered him into your hand, this will be your deliverance from all your trouble. Smite him!" but David refrained; didn't think himself worthy of being a prince. But when Saul was smitten in battle, David's troubles didn't cease, but they changed, and now the period of suffering is through his own faults. Formerly it was not the suffering through his faults at all, but now it is through his own fault, if you remember.


    We spoke of Absalom. Absalom, the murderer, was brought back by David to Jerusalem without repentance, without contrition, in pride. And we know the story of what David suffered because of that weakness on his part - the weakness of sentimentality as over against Divine principle. Oh, he suffered! I think that David never really did get over the effect of that episode with Absalom. I believe it registered something in his life forever after.


    Then that great mistake of numbering Israel; the uprising of conceit, pride, of arrogance, commanding that there should be a numbering. One narrative says that satan provoked him to do it. The other doesn't say that, but he did it. And even this carnally-minded, unspiritual man, Joab, saw through it: 'The Lord make the people ten thousand times more, but should my lord do this thing?' Nevertheless, David brushed aside Joab's judgment and went ahead and numbered. Do you remember the consequence? The angel of the Lord with his sword drawn offering David alternatives: pestilence, plagues, and so on, and the mowing down, the mowing down of thousands in Israel. This is, this is reaction to his pride - reducing, isn't it? Where he wanted to multiply for his own glory, but what suffering this was, through the exposure of himself - suffering coming out of his own mistakes and faults.


    Again, when he would bring the ark to Jerusalem, sending to fetch the ark and bringing it on a new cart, carrying the Testimony of the Lord on a bit of mechanical contrivance, a bit of organisation which had its origin and inception amongst the Philistines. And as they came to the threshing floor, the oxen stumbled, the ark was in peril, and Uzzah put forth his hand to steady it. And the Lord smote Uzzah, it was there that he died before the Lord. So David was offended with the Lord, was angry with the Lord, he turned the ark aside into the home of Obed-Edom, where it stayed for a long time. It says 'the time was long', and we can only imagine something of what David must have been going through for that mistake. That mistake. Policy in the place of principle! Have you got that? This world is run on policy in the place of principle. Policy! Politic - what is politic; what is diplomatic, not principle. How much there is of that even in Christianity! But here it is written large and clearly, for our warning; God doesn't hide the failures of His best servants. But David must have suffered intensely over this mistake.


    And then what about Bathsheba? We started with that, and we need not go over that sad, dark story again. Oh, the suffering that weaves itself through these Psalms: "My, my sin is ever before me... Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean". The suffering through his own mistakes!


    Let me say this at once: if you are ever looking for a man - be he a man of God of the highest status and standing - who is faultless, you are going to be disappointed. And the Lord is going to allow you to be terribly disappointed because there is only one, no one is going to take His place; the faultless One.


    But again, there is this about sovereign grace. You know, if we were not believers, if we were not the Lord's, if we were not under the hand of the Lord, these things, these mistakes that we make, these blunders that we make, these wrong things in our lives, would be our entire undoing. We should be sorrowing as those who have no hope. But while it is true that in the life of believers very often there are these shocking mistakes, God sovereignly has hold of them for training. That is what we are coming to; the sufferings that come because of our own foolishness and weakness.


    And then, I think it must have been a poignant night when, after storing and stocking all the materials for the house of the Lord, to realise his life-long ambition to find a place for the Lord, Nathan was sent by the Lord to him: "Thou shalt not build Me a house". That must have been a stunning blow and I think through the hours of that night David must have had a very, very deep, dark time. All his life's ambition and all his preparations for its realisation were struck down with one blow: "Thou shalt not build Me a house, but thy son after thee".


    But here are the sufferings through which this man went which brought him to maturity, to spiritual maturity, which made him the man to whom the Lord can refer again and again, and yet again, with pleasure and with delight. The New Testament has nothing in it about the dark side of David's life, and yet it mentions him over thirty times. How wonderful the Lord is! How gracious! All his sufferings of every kind were used by the Lord to bring this man to the place where the Lord could look upon him as, "A man after My own heart, a man after My own heart." That's unsearchable grace!


    Now, out of all that suffering, emerged sonship. Emerged sonship. It wasn't until that day when that story was completed, and David had rest, that the Lord spoke about his son and brought Solomon into view as the selected one. I do want you to keep your finger on that word "selected" and hold it as we go on and watch as we come now from Solomon, from David, over to David's later Son, to the New Testament; to the New Testament.


    We have said that here sonship has a peculiar connotation. Sonship in the New Testament is not just the birth into the family of a male child. Sonship in the New Testament is something more than birth into the family and it is something different. Watch this closely, because I feel this to be one of the most vital issues, perhaps of this conference. Yes, sonship in the New Testament is more than birth into the Lord's family. Of course, birth, childhood is potential sonship. We are sons of God through faith potentially, but not absolutely. Not absolutely.


    There is a special word in the New Testament related to sonship, not to childhood, but to sonship, and that word is 'adoption'.


    Adoption


    You are familiar with it, aren't you? You can look it up, I can't give you all the references now and quote all the scriptures, but there it is - adoption. And adoption in the New Testament is something different from birth, from being a child in the family.


    I was talking to a Hebrew scholar last week and I raised this question with him. I said: "As far as I can discover, this idea of Paul's about adoption has no place whatever in the Hebrew economy. I can't find it at all in the Mosaic economy, in the Old Testament".


    He said: "You're right." And I said, "I'll go further" - because this Hebrew scholar was also a Greek scholar - "I'll go further: I cannot find it in the Greek world, this idea that Paul has about adoption. I can only find it in the Roman world, as a part of the Roman system and economy".


    He said: "You're right", and then I got this and wrote it down illustrating Paul's acquaintance with Roman law, with Roman law: "The process of legal adoption by which the chosen heir became entitled not only to the reversion of the property, but to the civil status, to the burdens as well as the rights of the adopter, became, as it were, the other self of the adopter. The heir, by adoption, became the other self of the one who adopted him; one with him." This was a principle and a practice in Roman law. It was the placing of one, who was already a child in the family, in the position of responsibility to represent and act for the father who adopted his own child for that purpose. There was a ceremony of adoption of his own child, the boy who had been with him through the years, in the family, his own child came to the day of adoption, when he was placed, placed and given the father's honour, the father's responsibility, the father's trust that wherever that son, or that child, that son went, it was in effect the going of his father.


    Now Paul has lifted that right out, you see, of the Roman economy and brought it into Christian teaching, truth, and he uses it again and again. And dear friends, I would want, I would ask you to note with that word 'adoption', it is usually in the future. Romans 8: "Waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body... the manifestation of the sons of God" - future. This thing, adoption, is future. It's something more than being a child of God. Adoption is child-placing, and that is Hebrews 12, if you like to read it carefully: "And scourges every son whom He places". "Whom He places", that's the original, not "whom He receives". Adoption is child placing, or placing in the meaning of sonship.


    Now, is that difficult to understand? Let me say then that sonship in the New Testament is the highest and greatest thing that ever God has revealed to man. The greatest thing that ever God has revealed to man is this destiny to which He has called him: to be sons. You know that the letter to the Hebrews is wholly based upon this. It begins with: "God has spoken Son-wise". At the end of all His speaking, He has now spoken "Son-wise". The original does not say: "in His Son", although of course, it means that. It says just this: 'Son-wise', Son-wise and then the whole letter goes on on that basis. I will come to that again in a minute.


    'Sonship' means the full concept of God in creating man - the representation of God. "Let us make man in our own image, after our own likeness". What is that if it is not representation of God? That when you will see the man perfected, you will see God in expression. That's what we've been hearing this morning, whether it be the City, or the Bride, or Body, or whatever it is, when the work is finished, it will be that man is an expression of God.


    Representation - that's the destiny for which God called and created man. Responsibility! I know, I think, what our brother would have gone on to say this morning if he had more time, I think he would have come to the real meaning of the City, not only its nature. What is a city? Well, what is Washington? What is London? It is the administrative centre of the whole realm, the governmental focal point. The City, the new Jerusalem, is only a type and figure after all, a symbol of the church glorified, but in its predestined position to govern the nations that walk in the Light thereof. But this is something special, something specific, something different: a governmental position, a responsibility through the ages to come.


    When the Lord put His hand on Solomon: "Solomon, thy son", "The Lord has chosen Solomon of all my sons", it was with the throne immediately in view. The throne immediately in view: a governmental position and responsibility was there at once. You notice that, don't you? And here you are: sonship emerges in this great trust for God throughout the ages to come in government.


    We have often said it and I believe it is quite true, that just now the world rulers of this darkness are the evil powers in the heavens. I don't think there's any doubt about that, the evil powers, with satan at their head, in the unseen in the heavens, the principalities and powers and the world rulers of this darkness, hosts of wicked spirits in the heavenlies. They are governing this world. They are influencing this world, they're having a great deal to do with the course of this world. That does not set the Lord aside as supreme Lord, He is, He is using all that, He is making it subject to His end, but there they are. He has not annihilated this other rule, it is there.


    And I confess to you that one of the most difficult problems that I have in the New Testament, I have wrestled with this problem a good deal, I don't know that I have finally got the answer yet, is Paul's saying, "But satan hindered". This Paul who speaks about Christ, "far above all rule and authority and principality and power in this age and in that which is to come" and here is the servant of God seeking to pursue the course of his Divine vocation, to fulfil the eternal purpose of God, and he says, "And I, Paul, once and again would have come to you, but satan..." Now, you can get down to that one and give me the answer if you can, but there's the statement that satan is very active. He does have powers of frustration, interfering - he's always interfering. Well, that's another line by itself, but it's a statement of fact. These evil forces are the forces which are so much influencing men and things on this earth. They are going to be displaced for the government of the new creation, the new heavens, and the new earth - they will be wiped out, put into the abyss. But God never believes in vacuums, and their place is going to be taken by the church. "Know ye not that the saints, the saints shall to rule the world?" Do some reading with me! What? That again in a moment.


    This, dear friends, is what is inherent in sonship. It is the throne, the rulership, the great trust and honour God conferred upon the sons, the sons. And this, to take up what our brother has been saying, is the explanation of the child-training.


    The Child Training


    Hebrews 12, as you know: "My son, despise not thou the chastening of the Lord... Whom the Lord loves He chastens... God dealeth with you as with sons ... We had the fathers of our flesh who chastened us... as it seemed good to them, as it pleased them". I don't know that it's always a pleasant thing for a father to chasten a son, however, that by the way. "We had fathers of our flesh who chastened us... shall we not be more in subjection to... the father of" what? "Our spirits!" Oh, that has a big context; hasn't it? The Father of our spirits, that which was born again. Not our body certainly, and not our souls, our spirit. "The Father of our spirits", and this child-training, this discipline it goes right to the depth of our inner being. It's a spiritual thing, it focuses upon our spirit, He has spiritual sons. That's where it is really.


    You see, you may have a lot of trouble, all sorts of things, you may have rheumatism, or you may have this or that infirmity in the body and you may just write it off as that, "Oh, my rheumatism is bad today..." or whatever it might be, your outward form of something. If you do that, your only recourse is to the doctor - to the doctor to ask if they can help you. But if you realise that this is a spiritual [touch], that it's touching me deeper, touching my relationship with the Lord, it's touching my walk with the Lord, it is just touching me in the realm of my spiritual life, ah, you've got the key, got the key then to the discipline! Then it is not just your physical or bodily infirmity, it is your spiritual training. And it's wonderful, isn't it, what the Lord can do!


    I've often told of an incident of many years ago, I was speaking at a Keswick convention in the south of England, and after the meeting a brother came to me. I hadn't met him before, I discovered that he was a doctor. He said: "Mr. Sparks, my wife is an invalid she has been confined to bed for twenty years. I wish you would come along and pay her a visit, and have prayer with her. I think it would be a help to her". So I said I would come that afternoon. I went home and prayed about this: "Oh, Lord, make me a blessing to this dear woman..." and so on, and so on. I put myself in that position of somebody going, you see, to help somebody in trouble and difficulty. I arrived at the house and the doctor opened the door and said: "Come in, come upstairs". And I went up and he showed me into the bedroom. Well, I was expecting to find a poor, suffering woman in distress, and bowed down, but I saw in that bed something radiant! Something radiant, the very room was full of the peace of God. And I sat down, I didn't kneel down, and she began to talk with me. And if ever there was a flowing out of a stream of Life, of glory... do you think I could pray for that, that dear woman, to be a blessing to her? I went down in utter shame. "I, minister to that? I don't know anything about that. I don't know anything about that, I've never been in that place!" I remember it, you see, to this day. No, she could have lain there and moaned about her suffering, long, drawn-out, and all that; instead of that, it was the glory of the Lord because she was taking it in the right way, as her spiritual training. I expect to find people like that in a very high place in the City, in the Kingdom, carrying responsibility.


    My last touch with Miss Amy Carmichael of Dohnavur, I know many of you know that name and know her books and every wonderful work God used her to do in India. My last touch with her was when she was not far from the end. She had been lying for several years in complete helplessness and much suffering. I was shown into the room, and I went in very quietly, and thought perhaps, what was I going to say to this person that would be helpful to her at a time when I was being very much persecuted and ostracised. And she'd heard all about it, she had heard all about it, all the bad reports about this man coming in, and I thought: 'What am I going to meet here?' She smiled beautifully: "Do sit down," she said, "I am so glad to meet you because you are a fellow-lover of my Lord, and that's all that matters". And the fragrance of Eden was in that room. The beauty of holiness, peace, and joy, and she went quietly away to be with the Lord like that. It registered!


    Oh, you see, there are sufferings and sufferings. The Lord's intention in our sufferings is our spiritual maturity, and rightness, with a purpose. And this purpose is to reign with Him, "lf you suffer with Me, you shall reign together". You see? It is the throne that is in view. Not just to get into heaven, not just to get in, but to have an abundant entrance into the everlasting kingdom. That means being brought into a great responsibility, because we are qualified to take it through the work of God in us.


    Now, in the few remaining moments, let me bring you right up against it see, because you may be thinking this is some particular teaching. I've got into a lot of trouble with this. I suppose one would expect it. But dear friends, this is not a teaching, and this is not something I have read or concocted. This is something which has come to me along the lines of a very big implicit challenge. It's the challenge of the New Testament. Of course, the Old Testament is implicit, but particularly the challenge of the New Testament. And when you are brought face to face with what I have said and am saying, you are really brought face to face with your New Testament.


    Take it on the broadest basis. I ask you, why is it that more than ninety per cent of the New Testament was written for Christians? If you're a Christian, if you're born again, if you have accepted the Lord Jesus as Saviour, haven't you got everything? Haven't you arrived? What more is necessary? Why the New Testament, then? Even the gospels were written for the believers, remember. Why all this: the New Testament, with all its entreaty to believers, its admonitions of believers, its exhortation to believers and its warnings to believers. Why all this? Well, some have resolved it, you see, in systematised doctrine, and that is the strength of Arminianism: "Because, because your salvation is in danger, because it is possible, having once been saved, to be eternally lost; once having received the gift of eternal life, to have it taken away!" Well, I'm not going to argue that. Believe it, if you like. I don't believe that's the answer to the New Testament any more than the other extreme is the answer - which our brother spoke of - the ultra-Calvinism, which is only another word, ultra-Calvinism, another word for fatalism. Fatalism: "Well, what is to be will be..." you see, and it wipes the floor of all of this.


    Well, why all this New Testament, with its appeals and its warnings and its urgings, if there is not something more than being saved? That's the question: if there is not a difference between a child and a son, or between being in the family and obtaining the inheritance - the inheritance!


    Well, that's the broad basis, what about Paul - Paul personally? I came up against this, you see, and you will, you must; you cannot put on blinkers over this matter. You must look it straight in the face.


    Paul in his letter to the Philippians: "Brethren..." oh, this man is at the end of his long life of devotion, and service, and suffering; there is no man more utter for the Lord than this man. Here he is in his prison in the last days of his life, and he is saying: "Brethren, I count not myself yet to have attained, neither am I already complete, complete, full, but this one thing I do, forgetting the things which are behind, I press on toward the prize of the on-high calling". The prize of the on-high calling! Do you believe that Paul was afraid of losing his salvation at that time? Oh, it would involve the righteousness of God, wouldn't it? And a lot of other things, too. Oh no, he has seen something, he has seen something beyond being saved; marvellously saved, wonderfully saved and fully saved, but something more... that is: why he was saved! Unto what? In God's mind? Hear him saying to the Corinthians: "Lest having preached to others, having held it to others, I myself should be rejected". For what? The prize! "Lest I should be rejected, cast away, when it comes to the prize". No, Paul's fear was not the fear of losing his salvation. I can't believe it at all.


    You come to this letter to the Hebrews and, as I have said, it is built upon this very thing, sonship, from beginning to end. And in the end this sonship is set forth in the figure of a race with 'so great a cloud of witnesses' in the gallery, the heavenly gallery, and we down here in the race: "Let us run with patience the race that is set before us, looking away unto Jesus, the author, yes, and the perfecter of faith; who for the joy that was set before Him..." remember the original says: "Instead of the joy set before Him". When was that? On the mount of transfiguration. He could have gone right in, as far as His own rights were concerned, into the glory. Glory had come, and He could have gone up with the glory so far as He Himself was concerned. He came down the mount, and instead of the glory then, He endured the cross and despised the shame - for us! That's the letter to the Hebrews: for us, to bring us in to sonship. Sonship, to sonship it was undertaken.


    Well, you know, this sonship can be sabotaged by many things, and if there is one thing the enemy will try to do, it will be to come in between Christians and their being saved, and their attaining unto the full purpose of their salvation. He'll stop the way, as clearly as the nations stood to thwart the path of Israel when they were moving over into the land, in effect saying "You shall not inherit, you shall not go". So these forces in the heavenlies stand to thwart our path and purpose in coming to the inheritance. That is why the Christian life becomes a conflict, a battle! To use our brother's language, "Cheer up! It's going to get worse!"


    Yes, yes. It is getting more and more intense for believers to go right on, to stand fast and go on. Oh yes it is. You ask some of our brethren in the Far East about that, in Siberia and China, and other places! Oh, it is becoming intense and difficult to hold on our way. It's a battle but, you see, the prize is there. And I do not understand the first two chapters of the book of the Revelation unless what I have been saying is quite true. "To him that overcometh..." is the word to Laodicea, "will I grant to sit with Me in My throne". Well, if I don't overcome, what is thwarted? My salvation? You see, this thing has been sabotaged by certain interpreters and commentators who say those people to whom the letters in Revelation were addressed, were not Christians; there were only professing Christians. I don't believe it! I don't believe it! You read it again, and there is no logic in what was in those letters if they were not believers. But here to believers: "Let no man take thy crown," he says, "Let no man take thy crown" - to believers. "To him that overcometh", and the high point of overcoming is "to sit with Me in My throne", whatever that be.


    Now, this is a matter of vital consequence, dear friends. Really, perhaps, what the Lord would bring to us as a challenge. It is what the letter to the Hebrews again says: "Let us go on - not laying the foundation, but let us go on! Let us go on!", everything... not for our being saved, but the purpose of our being saved is bound up with our going on.


    It is going to be costly, but I am quite sure, though sometimes even this kind of assurance and glorying becomes enshrouded in clouds, but I'm quite sure that when you and I go through, right through and come to glory and are placed in that great day of adoption, are placed, placed where God eternally intended us to be, in that responsibility, great responsibility, for governing the nations that will walk in the light thereof, governing the earth, we shall say then: "It was worth it brother, it was worth it! Often I was tempted to just sit down, and be satisfied with being saved and getting into heaven, but I am glad I never did compromise. It is worth it!"


    The Lord help us to go on!


    In all this we need that touch of Thy finger, oh Lord, where we see, we understand. Oh, and how much we shall need Thy grace to accept to go on a lonely way, not understood by perhaps the majority even of Christians, ostracised by even leaders amongst Thy people; a lonely way, a difficult way. Help us, Lord, oh, help us not to cast away our confidence which has great recompense of reward, but to stand, withstand, and having done all, to stand. So help us God, in the Name of the Lord Jesus, amen.
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    Lord, we remind our hearts before Thee that the initiative in everything has ever been with Thee. We can initiate nothing, and we ask Thee that Thou would keep things in Thy hands and take full charge, to have them as all out from Thyself. Thine own Son did say that even the Son can do nothing out from Himself, but whatsoever He seeth the Father doing. This morning we know, and oh, how we know, that in this work we can do nothing out from ourselves. Let it all be out from Thee, Lord, do. And of course, the glory will be Thine, it cannot be otherwise and we will see that it does come to Thee, in the Name of the Lord Jesus, amen.


    I knew it was going to happen, it's inevitable! When the Lord is in anything there are always twelve baskets full over. When 5000 have had all that they can take, there's the embarrassment of the surplus. Those disciples were embarrassed beforehand and had a conference as to how it was going to be done - the feeding of that multitude. It isn't on record, but I think it must have been that after it was over, they had another conference - what are we going to do with this? Twelve baskets full of fragments. And I think that's our embarrassment today, it's mine this morning. I don't know how we're going to get through; but the Lord knows, He will help us.


    Well, on then with this overwhelming and inexhaustible fulness of the unsearchable riches of Christ. And will you now turn to a number of fragments of the Word. Of course Ephesians 3:10 is our foundation word, which we need not repeat again. And if we go over we come back to chapter 1, from chapter 3, at verse 17 and I want you to underline the common word in all that we are going to read, 1:17: "That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you a spirit of wisdom and revelation in the full knowledge of Him." I won't stop with that word, but it's a very important thing, unfortunate that the translators did not correctly translate here, but we'll leave it for the moment.


    A Spirit of Wisdom


    The letter to the Colossians, chapter 2, at chapter 1 and verse 28: "Whom we proclaim, admonishing every man and teaching every man in all wisdom..." Chapter 2 and verse 3: "In whom are all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge hidden."


    Now back to the letter to the Romans, Romans chapter 11 at verse 33: "Oh the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and the knowledge of God!" Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom....


    And please, back to the Old Testament, in the first book of the Kings, chapter 4, verse 29: "And God gave Solomon wisdom and understanding exceeding much, and largeness of heart, even as the sand that is on the sea-shore." And chapter 5, at verse 12: "And the Lord gave Solomon wisdom, as He promised him; and there was peace..." and there was peace.


    So, "the riches of wisdom". The Bible has a great deal to say about wisdom. And the New Testament gives a very large and important place to wisdom, to spiritual wisdom. I will not trace that through, I make the statement, and leave it with you.


    Solomon has been our interpreter on these various matters through the second session this week and he will help us on again this morning. For Solomon, the very name is the synonym for wisdom. Above everything else that God gave to Solomon, was wisdom, and it was out of that gift of wisdom that everything else did come, as we have seen. The Lord said: 'Because you have asked for wisdom, I will give you all the other things, wealth, riches, and so on.' But the spring of all is wisdom.


    We know a little about the wisdom of Solomon. It says here "he spake three thousand proverbs", he comprised or composed 1005 songs: "He spake of trees, from the cedar that is in Lebanon even unto the hyssop that springs out of the wall" the whole range. "He spake of beasts, and of fowl, and of creeping things, and of fishes" - a master in the realm of natural history! And we could say much more about him and his wisdom, the queen of Sheba came from a far country - and I am impressed with the way it is put - "to see the wisdom of Solomon". Not to hear it, to see it! You will see the point of that in a minute.


    But when we have said everything about Solomon's wisdom, its many-sidedness, its versatility, its range and its depth, the climax, the peak of Solomon's wisdom was the building of the house of the Lord. All the wisdom that God gave him headed up and was focused in, the house of the Lord, the building of God's house: the fulfilment of the life ambition of his father, David, to find a place for the Lord. The house was Solomon's masterpiece. When you look both here and in the New Testament, you will find that wisdom finds its chief expression in building.


    The apostle Paul takes hold of this and says: "As a wise master builder I laid a foundation." Was there ever a wiser master builder among men than the apostle Paul? He built so well that for twenty centuries men have been, on the one hand, trying to pull down his building; and it stands intact today, triumphant over all. On the other hand, that building, that building through the apostle is the one thing in which we are finding so much of the Divine treasure, the Divine beauty, the Divine glory, the Divine preciousness - what Paul built. Why, it is defying all our attempts to fathom it, to exhaust it, to explain it! Here we are again, after all these years, still in the freshness of it. He built well; a wise master builder!


    Well, as with Solomon, this building wisdom was a gift from God, a real gift from God. And the apostle, who had so much of the understanding of this, prayed, as we have read, "that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, would give unto you a spirit of wisdom... a spirit of wisdom in" - and now I can come to the word: "in the full knowledge of Him". I say it's a pity that the translators made this mistake. Well, we don't blame them, they had a real business on hand, but here it is. You will notice that the simple word 'knowledge' is used in the New Testament in relation to the beginnings of things: "This is life eternal, this is life eternal that they may know Thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom Thou didst send". That's the beginning of the Christian life. This knowledge; knowledge! But when you come to the advanced point of the Christian life, as we have it in Ephesians, in the original you have that little prefix epi-gnosis - epignosis. This is something: full knowledge. And so the apostle is not praying that these believers may come into the first, elementary knowledge. He is praying that they may come into the full knowledge, and to come into the full knowledge requires this gift of a spirit of wisdom and revelation.


    But let me note another thing common in Solomon and in this prayer of Paul. This wisdom is a wisdom of the heart for building. The building requires wisdom, but it is wisdom of the heart. Do you notice what it said about God giving Solomon a wise and an understanding heart? "I have given you a heart of wisdom."


    A Heart of Wisdom


    We said the other day that the heart has far better reasons than the head. Love, love is a profound well of wisdom. The apostle prayed: "that He would grant unto you a spirit of wisdom and revelation in the full knowledge of Him; the eyes of your heart being enlightened". There is an illustration in the life of Solomon of this very thing. Do you remember the incident, the incident of the two harlots and their two babes? They lived in a house and slept together and their two babes. And one of them was overlaid and smothered, and died in the night. Then the quarrel, the quarrel as to whose should be the living babe - a terrible situation of life and death, life and death, death and life. And the whole thing came to Solomon, it was brought to him. And in his wisdom he did not look at, but through, these two women. Here is this one woman screaming and shouting: "That living baby is mine. That belongs to me!" Oh, she is in a state, but she is giving herself away. The other poor woman is in tears, she's wringing her hands - a pathetic picture!


    Solomon says to his guards: "Bring me a sword. Take that living baby and divide it in two, and give half to each." And the one woman stands back coldly, icily, but the other woman says: "Oh, no, no, no! Don't take the life of that child. Give it to her rather than kill it." Solomon says: "Give the baby to her." The answer to this is heart - heart. Wisdom is a matter of the heart. You see, the other thing is death, undoing, spoiling, not building. Oh, anybody can destroy, any fool can destroy, but it is only where the heart is that there will be building. Well, here is a great illustration of that kind of wisdom, "the eyes of your heart being enlightened". Well, what is wisdom? What is wisdom? Wisdom is more than knowledge. Wisdom is knowing how; is knowing how.


    Years ago I knew a man who wanted a large job done of building and reconstruction in his house, and he got in touch with the builder and showed him what he wanted done. The builder sent his men, and started the work, and got away with it. When it was finished he sent in his bill. It was just a totality bill, an inclusive bill, "for doing such-and-such a job, so much", and a very heavy sum. The man whose house it was, looked at it and thought: 'My! How does he make all this up?' So he went to the builder and said: "Look, how do you make this all up? This is a big sum. Give me the details, will you, of how you make it up." So the builder said: "For materials, so much; men's time, so much; and one or two other details, so much." And the man standing over him said: "But that's only half the bill. What is the other half?" "The remainder is for knowing how!" Yes, more than half the bill is knowing how. That is wisdom!


    Wisdom is 'knowing how', and I suggest to you, dear friends, that the real problem of building the house of God is not that of getting people and material, and not working on them, but the real problem lies in more than the other half - how to build. Wisdom to build. Wisdom is more than knowledge, it is knowing how. And the value of Divine wisdom is in its ability to build, and so to build, as will stand the test of the centuries, of life, of all time and remain intact, not only at the end of time, but throughout eternity. So to build is the essence of spiritual wisdom!


    Now, the system of this world, as probably you know, you do know, the system of this present world order, including man himself, rests upon a lie. Rests upon a lie! The foundation of everything in the present world order has a lie in it. And man himself; well, of course he has blind spots about himself. Man himself is a lie. You and I, by nature, are a lie; we are false, we are not true to the original pattern; there is a lie in us. Some how or other that lie (and you know how and when) a lie was accepted: "Hath God said? Hath God said? God knoweth..." - the injection into the soul-life of the creation, of the race, of a lie, a falsehood. Jesus said: "He's a liar from the beginning, and the father of it." This inoculation, injection of a lie, it is right at the very root and core and basis of this present world order. And that lie is going to find out man and the creation eventually, because that lie is developing, and developing, and developing until it reaches full growth, and then it will be discovered, it will be shown to the universe how false this thing is.


    John Ruskin, the great critic, went to Italy to look at some of the great buildings and the architecture there. He came back and wrote his famous book, "The Seven Lamps of Architecture". And one chapter was: "The Lamp of Truth", and he tells us how he went from building to building, and he came upon a building which had been very beautiful in its appearance at one time, but now the beautiful frescoes were spoiled by rain having got in. And the wonderful, supposed marble pillars had had their "marble" washed off. And the roof was slanting, out of the straight, and the building was deserted.


    And he said: "When I investigated I found that there was a lie in the foundation". The builder had built falsely, insincerely, and he had put a lie in the foundation. And the end? An exposure of that falsehood in the well-nigh collapse of the whole thing, the desertion of it, was a monument to a builder's untruthfulness. A lie. And it is like that with this creation.


    Make no mistake about it, you and I by nature are, at the very root of our being, false. There is a lie in us. We inherited it from the beginning, it's there in our nature. And in this whole present world system there is a lie, a deception, a falsehood, a misleading, a duplicity, a trick! And, how is it working out? Well, we in our day, dear friends, it's a remarkable time in which we are living. Oh, what has happened in our lifetime! In the lifetime of some of you youngest! But in the lifetime of some of us older ones, what has happened in the rapid development in this world! We are seeing all this development aren't we? In the universe, in man, it's coming to full growth.


    And man calls it his wisdom; he thinks he's wise! Oh so wise, to send a man to the moon, to send men into orbit, to get out and walk in space, and to create all these atomic things. Isn't he pleased? Isn't he congratulating himself? Isn't he vaunting his wisdom? Isn't he in rivalry, on full stretch to beat the other one, to be still more clever? And there's such a lie in it, that the end of that wisdom is going to destroy this creation.


    Now, don't you make any mistake about it, with all that they may do to counter, to obviate, they're not going to succeed. If Peter wrote under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, and here it is a question of whether you believe in the inspiration of the scriptures, if Peter wrote as an ignorant and unlearned fisherman could never have written on the atomic age, then this is going to happen! The elements are going to be on fire and be burned up with fervent heat, and all these things are going to be dissolved - a universal Hiroshima. It's going to happen. I don't want you to skedaddle to your shelters, but it's going to happen. It's prophesied and foretold that all these things must be dissolved. Whether the church will have gone before or not, that's another matter, but this is going to happen because there is a lie in the wisdom of man.


    And James says: "The wisdom which is from beneath is devilish, demoniacal; the wisdom that is from above is peaceable, pure." This falsehood, this false wisdom, is destructive, and God is doing now what He did in the case of Israel. I wonder if you have ever noticed why the children of Jacob had to stay in Egypt four hundred and eighty years? The Lord told Abraham when He made the covenant they would: "thy seed" - told him they would be in Egypt, in bondage. Four hundred odd years! Why? Well, the answer may have more than one aspect, but the Lord has shown why in one particular: "The iniquity of the Amorite is not yet full." While these people are in that country being built up, a mighty people, a strong people, numerically a great nation, they are being prepared to occupy the land of the Amorite. The 'Amorite' is an inclusive phrase - the land of the Amorite. But God is not going to deal with the Amorite until their sin has got where He can stand it no longer. "The iniquity of the Amorite is not yet full". Oh, if this still applies, it is rather a sad, sad verdict upon what's happening today.


    We listened to Billy Graham in London a week or two ago, night after night, he was uncovering the awful state of things in America, and of course, in Britain. And we know how it's possible, within, within living memory, the awful avalanche of moral decline. Oh, it's terrible how swift this is, amongst the youth and others. It's a shocking situation, and it's being done with impunity; with impunity! It's going on. The iniquity, the cup of iniquity is swiftly filling up.


    That's one side, of course, of the picture; there is another side, thank God! But that is one side of the picture and it is a very vividly terrible side. Yes, the cup of iniquity is being filled up. You know, when Israel went into Babylon at last, it was for that reason in their case. I was shocked, shocked, and you would be shocked, when I was reading again through Ezra and Nehemiah. Well, this charge was laid to Israel's account, and that charge, and that charge. (No, I beg your pardon, not Ezra, Josiah; the great revival under Josiah). The account says this, and that, and that was laid to the charge of Israel, and then it came on one clause, "In Jerusalem he destroyed the house of the Sodomites" - the houses of the Sodomites... in Jerusalem? My, we've got down pretty low, haven't we? No wonder the judgment of Sodom must come upon Jerusalem, into captivity they must go, it's like the cup of iniquity being filled. This is the lie at the foundation, the false wisdom, you see.


    Why am I saying all this? Because this building, this building that the Holy Spirit is doing and this wisdom given by Him for building this house for eternity will never be burned up, or consumed, or overthrown, or destroyed, this building by this wisdom is the embodiment of that which is absolutely and utterly contrary to the lie; it is the embodiment of the truth! The truth, with no lie, no falsehood. Our brother has put his finger upon one word with regard to that great building, the symbolism of this church, in the book of the Revelation: transparency. Transparency, nothing opaque, nothing double, nothing unreal, nothing untrue, nothing false, no duplicity, no insincerity. You know the word 'sincere', what it means? It just means that you can see through, right through: open, quite open - open to the light, nothing to be ashamed of, no question, no falsehood. This house is to stand as the undoing of the lie, the contradiction of "everything that maketh a lie" - the City, you see, "For without, for without the City, everything that maketh a lie". Oh, isn't this challenging, challenging to us?


    This, of course, gives tremendous emphasis upon this matter of soul and spirit. Dear friends, it is truth in the inward parts, that is, it is in the spirit where the Spirit of Truth is. But our souls will deceive us up hill and down dale. Make no mistake about it, if you live, live on the level of your soul, if that is your realm of life, you are going to be deceived. If it is the emotional side of your soul where you live on your feelings, and in your feelings, your very large heartedness can lead you into terrible mistakes. Your very feelings can involve you in something that is a contradiction. It's true. Well, that's a field that we could profitably investigate, for it's true! Oh, if I am governed just by my feelings, how I feel, what mistakes I am going to make, with all good intention, with the best motive, like David bringing back the ark, yes, in his emotions, feelings, getting that new cart... and holding up the testimony for years, for many months. All things were brought to a standstill by his good motive soulishness. If he had been moving in the Spirit, the Spirit would have said: "Look here, you just come back to your Bible and I'll show you that it's not new carts that I use, it's living, sanctified people who are to carry the testimony." Well, there are many sidelines on this matter.


    The same is true if you live on that other side of your soul - the intellectual. The intellectual - well of course it is obvious here, anybody who is always living in their head, in their intellect, is always in difficulty. Always in difficulty. Be careful that you are not there, and that you do not come back even after these messages with lots of merely mental questions! Mental questions. Go to the Lord, and say: "Lord, I don't understand this, I don't understand what is being said, but, Lord, if it's the truth, You give me light, You give me light!" You have to do that, we who minister have to do that continually. Here is something in the Word. Now, what does that mean? There's something there, it's in the Word. We know there is something there, but what, what is the Lord's meaning in that? Well, then, off to the bookshelf to see what this man says, and that man, and yet another man, and when we have done it all, oh, the confusion! Not one of them agrees with the other!


    This book of Revelation, oh, the book shop is full of various and disagreeing interpretations of the book of Revelation. And when you've got them all you don't know what to make of it, do you? You're up here, you see, it's headifying! No, we have to go, not repudiating all help, but go to the Lord, "Lord, what do You mean by this? Now, Lord, the reality of the Spirit of Wisdom and Revelation, what do You mean?" and waiting, and waiting for days, it might be weeks or months about that thing, then suddenly, we see it! In some way it comes. Oh, how wonderful, how wonderful!


    You know, I had a wonderful experience like that once, over Gideon and his fleece; real perplexity as to this, whether it's right, the right thing to experiment with the Lord with fleeces. And the Lord allowed Gideon, because he was moving in the time of the kindergarten, illustrations and so on, and so Gideon was accepted when he said, "Now, Lord, I'm going to put this fleece out overnight, and if in the morning this dry fleece is saturated with water... well, let it be. Let it be saturated with water without any rain or dew through the night let the dry fleece be saturated." It was so. Gideon continued, "Well, but Lord, but Lord... let me turn it round the other way! I'll put this fleece out full of water; drenched. And if in the morning it is dry, alright, then I'll believe, and I'll have to go and do this job." Well, the Lord did it. Well, in my perplexity about whether it's right to experiment with the Lord by putting fleeces out, you may have done it in your kindergarten, in your immaturity; you may even do it today, but I think it's a mark of spiritual infancy to do this sort of thing. However, we won't argue about that, and get into trouble.


    But I was perplexed about this; what does this mean, and praying and thinking much about this, as to whether I dare tell people that they could put out fleeces, you see, and put the Lord to test in that way. The Lord brought me over to a passage which our brother quoted yesterday: "Death worketh in us, but life in you." Oh! This is the dry fleece and Gideon's going to lead Israel into Life; a ministry of life and salvation for Israel, through the man who himself is feeling himself so insufficient, so dry. Now, there are some preachers here, have you not had this experience, that sometimes when you have felt the most dry, the most dry, weak, and limited, and oh, so, so useless, and you have gone to your ministry, it has often been at such a time that most people have come and said: "Oh, what a blessing!" Is that true? Ah, but around the other way: sometimes we think that we are having a wonderful time, oh, the fleece is just wringing wet, saturated, we are having a glorious time! And no one ever comes and says anything about it! "Death worketh in us, but Life in you." And sometimes, the Life is in us (and now, of course, I'm just contradicting what I've just said) Life is in us when death is all around.


    I don't know what your funeral services are like, but in the funeral services in England there is a paragraph: "In the midst of life we are in death." No! A thousand times no! If the spirit of Life is in us and death all around; the Midianites and Amalekites, and the children of the East like the sand of the seashore - death all around, and Gideon in life, in life! We reverse the funeral service: "In the midst of death we are in Life!" Paul had both experiences. And that, I'm using that not for its own sake, but an illustration, you see. It's just this matter, after all, of seeing: a sudden ray of Divine, heavenly light upon something that we did not understand, the Spirit of revelation illuminating something about which we were full of perplexity, either in the Word or in our experience and we being able to say: "I see! Now I see!" And you know, when you get that kind of seeing, you can't undo that! That stands.


    We had a young man once, many years ago now, he has been a missionary in Ethiopia for many years - a lovely, beautiful life. He was with us in our gatherings in London for a long time, and you know, for about three years I was repeatedly hammering at: "Christ in you, the hope of glory", the meaning of the indwelling Christ. I was at it, he'd be sitting there, he heard it for years, and one day he came to me with a smiling face, a real teapot face! And he said: "Mr. Sparks, the Lord has shown me something: He has shown me that Christ is in me!" like he was telling me something, and I didn't know anything about this! You see? I just didn't know anything about it, it was something in the Bible that was foreign to me, because it had come to him like that, why, no one else knew anything about it - so wonderful! He was emancipated when something that he had been listening to for years, hearing the words, sitting, as we say, under ministry for years, then something made it spring into life and he was an emancipated man who went out to serve the Lord for years fruitfully in Ethiopia. We've often heard that, just this: "Now I see! I see! I see!" The Spirit of wisdom and revelation! That building, that is really building, that is how the building grows.


    What am I to do? My time is gone for this morning. But may I just underline this, and then it's my turn this afternoon, as it happens, so I can go on from here.


    The hallmark of the Spirit of wisdom in you and in me is our transparency, the truth. The truth... oh, what a pity we can't have another hour just at this point: the truth. Jesus said to the woman of Samaria: "Woman, believe Me, the hour cometh and is here when neither in this mountain Gerizim, nor in Jerusalem shall men worship the Father. The hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship in spirit and in truth." Is then all this that is in Jerusalem false? All this that is in Samaritan Gerizim false? Yes. It's not the real thing; it is not the real thing. It has an outward form, an outward shape, it makes an outward impression, and people think it is a very wonderful thing, but it is not the true thing. It is in spirit and in truth that the truth is found. Jesus, looking at the temple, that magnificent temple of Herod in Jerusalem, with His disciples and with the others, the others: the critics, the enemies. He stood there, He did not point to the temple, but He was under its shadow and He said: "Destroy this temple and in three days I will raise it up again." They said: "Forty and six years was this temple in building, and wilt Thou raise it up in three days?" But John puts his little parenthesis of comment: "This spake He of the temple of His body, and after He was risen they remembered His words." What is the true temple that is being built? It is not a thing, however much it is the embodiment of man's ingenuity, and cleverness, and artistic ability, however impressive may be its forms, its procedure, its ritual, and all its vestments and everything else.


    What is the building that God is doing? It is just Jesus Christ - our being built into Him and we being built into Him, into us. Christ is the temple. Christ is the temple. Christ is the House of God, and only that which is built into Him, the living stones built into Him, is the temple. "Wheresoever two or three are gathered..." not "in My name." There's your phraseology needing adjusting, unless you understand the meaning. "Wheresoever two or three are gathered into My name" that's the real meaning: into, into! Oh, the tremendous meaning of that Name! It is the Name, the Name is the embodiment of Himself, His incarnation, His humanity, His life, His death, His resurrection, His exaltation, and all that is true of Him is embodied in that Name, gathered into that: "There I am. There I am!" Be it garret or cellar or wherever it is, that's the house that God is building. How different are our ideas of the house!


    Well, I must leave it there and pick it up there again, because we've got some very practical points on this matter, because this kind of building does require wisdom, you know. Oh wisdom... how we can, when we go to India, when we go to India as soon as we get to the threshold of any house, we have to take off our sandals and leave them outside. How to leave ourselves outside is the way of wisdom - to leave a whole host of things outside on the other side of the threshold (I speak figuratively) and there it is only Christ. Only Christ! That is the house of God. That is the wisdom which is from above! That's incomplete I know, it's the broken column, but for the time being, let us hold on and the Lord will carry us through.


    Again, Lord, we have to say it is with Thee and for Thee, by the Spirit, to show us the truth, to illuminate our hearts and to guide us into all truth. Our part is to be open, submissive, committed. By Thy grace so it shall be, for Thy glory, in the Name of the Lord Jesus. Amen.


  


  
    Chapter 7 - The Riches of Wisdom

  


  
    Message given on July 23, 1966


    We do ask Thee Lord, to pick us up once more in the hand of Thy Spirit to refresh us and to revive us, and to carry us on, on toward the goal which was in Thy thought and heart in bringing us here. And do give to this hour something of really vital importance to Thyself in us, and then through us, in the Name of the Lord Jesus we ask this, amen.


    We are going to resume where we broke off this morning, in this matter of the riches of wisdom and knowledge as in the all-comprehensive unsearchable riches of Christ. Before I continue may I just say this: that what I feel and believe the Lord is really seeking to do with us at a time like this, is to bring us into understanding of what a true Holy Spirit Christian life is.


    None of us expect that we shall come into all that is being said at this time. It would be too great a burden upon us individually and all together to make that expectation, that you're going to reach all that is being said in one week. But it is important for us from time to time that we should be made to know, if it's reminded or shown for the first time, really what a spiritual life is according to the Word of God - that you may go away and that the Lord will have ground on which to work for all time to come to bring you into that. And that is why the apostle Paul said: "Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all spiritual wisdom and understanding." Now it is this spiritual wisdom that we are concerned with at this time - the riches of wisdom.


    You will remember that we reminded ourselves that the chief connection of wisdom in the Word of God is the building of the habitation of God, the building of the house of God, that in Solomon, representatively and typically, the Old Testament, the summit of the Old Testament is found in Solomon and the building of the house. As David said: "Solomon my son is young and tender and the house that is to be built is exceeding magnificent for the Lord my God." The masterpiece of wisdom, and so it is in the New Testament. The masterpiece, not of time, but of eternity; not of earth, but of heaven. The masterpiece is:


    The Building of God's Spiritual House.


    And we are seeking to see something, if it be but a little, of what that house really is and the wisdom which builds that house.


    I need, I think, hardly remind you that it has been the thought of God from the beginning, before He set His hand to creation, to have a place here where He Himself could dwell: "He came into the garden..." it was His thought, desire, and longing. The mystery of it, of course, is beyond us, "To dwell amongst men". And that was the governing thing in His speaking to Moses concerning the tabernacle: "Let them make Me a tabernacle; that I may dwell among..." and all this pointing toward the day when He would be present in the person of His Son, and in the corporate expression of His Son, the Church. Emmanuel - God with us - is the climax of everything, for when we reach the end of the Bible, the end of the Bible: "the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them." That's the last thing, so that the building of this house for God is the governing object of the dispensation, or this house by God, the Holy Spirit.


    Solomon is referred to in a comparative way by Stephen who had seen, I think, at that time more than any other apostle had seen. He had seen what his great successor, his great successor Paul the apostle, came into fully. When Stephen said: "Solomon built Him a house, but howbeit God dwelleth not in temples made with hands. The heaven of heavens cannot contain Him." And yet it is His desire and pleasure to dwell with man.


    And that is always the first test of whether anything is a true representation or expression of the house of God. Strip the idea and the language of the house of God of everything else and come right down to this, the heart: Is God there? Is that where you really meet God? Can you say that every time you touch that, you touch God? My, that's testing, isn't it? Testing for you and for me because, you know, the Word says: "Ye are a tabernacle, a temple of the Holy Ghost", and the quotation is in this context, "For God has said: I will dwell with them... Ye are a temple of the Holy Ghost... If any man destroys the temple of God, him shall God destroy." It is a very consequential thing isn't it? And it raises this issue for us personally.


    When people meet us, come into touch with us, or when we pass amidst people, and are passed through this life, is it possible for people to say: "When you met that man, that woman, you touched God, you met God. There's something of God about that person!" I think we could have nothing more challenging than that. What is the influence and impact of our having passed through this world and this life? What registration do we make, and will abide with those who knew us and had anything to do with us? Will it be possible for them to say: 'Well, you know, that man, that man did have something, something of God about him (or that woman) and we came to sense something of God, know something about God by having come to know him, or her.' And the same must be true of our gathering, be it but a handful of two or three, or larger.


    The only, only justification for our existing and talking about ourselves as the house of God, or any other term that means the same thing, the only justification, the only right that we have for meeting together, is that anybody who comes near that, comes in there, meets God! Meets God! Comes and goes and says: 'We have met the Lord today. We have been in the presence of the Lord today. The Lord has been there today.' It is a wonderful thing isn't it, when it is possible to say that! But oh, it does challenge us, and it will do a lot of things with us once we get hold of that conception, that truth, that reality of the house of God. Once it's registered in us we'll be reverent, we'll be reverent.


    I'm tempted to remind you of that wonderful little sermon by Dr. A. J. Gordon, 'How Christ came to Church'. Have you read it? How many of you have read that? Ah yes, but that has so often challenged me and, I think I would like people to read that, (it only takes ten minutes) every time they gather together, just read it. He had his dream on the Saturday afternoon while he was preparing his sermon for the next day, that he dreamt that he was in his pulpit in the Clarendon church in Boston. And the door opened when the whole congregation was seated in the crowded church, the door at the back opened and in walked a stranger.


    He said, "My eyes were drawn to that stranger, and I saw him turn to the usher to find him a seat. And the usher looked and led him down the aisle and found him just one seat and the stranger sat there." And Gordon said, "The service started and proceeded but I could not get my eyes off of that stranger, there was something about him that held me. There was a look on his face as though he had had some great sorrow." And he sat and he listened, he listened to the choir, he looked at the congregation, he looked at the ornate building, he looked at the pulpit and was taking it all in.


    But then he said, "I could not take my eyes off that man, he held me all the time I was teaching. And I decided as soon as the service was over, I would, I would find out who that man was, I would make contact with him. And so I closed the service and made my way down, but before I got there, he was gone. And I said to the usher, 'That stranger who was here, do you know who he was? I did want to speak to him, do you know who he was?' 'Oh yes!' said the stranger [usher] 'Don't you know who that was? That was Jesus of Nazareth! That was Jesus!' 'Oh, I am so sorry I didn't speak to Him, make contact with Him. Why did you let Him go?' 'Oh,' said the usher, 'Don't worry, He's been here today, He will come again.'"


    And then Gordon went back. He said he thought: "Jesus of Nazareth, being in my church, in my service? What did He think about our congregation? What did He think about our choir? What did He think about my preaching? Jesus of Nazareth! What did He think about it all?"


    Well, out of that, of course, came Gordon's two books, first, his life of the Lord Jesus, "He Has Been Here Today" and then his other one, "He Will Come Again" the second coming of the Lord. But, I mention that, it's just a parabolic way of presenting what I'm trying to say. You see, it's the presence of the Lord that makes the house of God, not all these other things, not even the congregation. It's the presence of the Lord, and if that's not true, then that's not the house of God. Well, that He might dwell amongst us, that's the idea - to be found where we are. And that people should say, "You know, I met with a certain little company in such a place today, or I went to such a place and I met God; I met God!" You can't be frivolous, you just cannot be frivolous, you cannot be careless if that is true.


    Well, let's get on. This is what is meant by this thing that God is seeking to build by the Holy Spirit today. Then we went on to say that it is the house of God as the embodiment of the truth. It is in its nature the truth. To the woman: "Neither in this mountain nor in Jerusalem" - neither... nor... but: in spirit and in truth. It is not a geographical location. It is not necessarily here or there. Neither, nor, but, and the great but comes right down on "In spirit and in truth". That is the house of God: in spirit and in truth!


    We were pointing out that the Lord Jesus came as the very temple of God Himself with the intention to extend His own person, to gather into Himself a corporate organic relatedness of born-again believers, in order that He might in Himself, and therefore in them, undo the historic lie. Undo the historic lie: "Hath God said? God knows. Thou shalt know... Yes, you may have a wisdom independently of God, and if you have it, well, that will be the realisation of yourself and of everything, if you have that wisdom. That will realise everything!" A lie right at the inception of human life, and you know as well as I do that that lie is working out to destruction. We stand almost holding our breath of what's going to happen next in this world because of this lie that man has sufficient wisdom to fulfil and realise his own destiny. Oh, the satanic lie of humanism and all such ideologies. The embodiment of the truth is the house of God; you and I individually and together to embody the truth because Jesus says: "I am the Truth, the Truth!" - the Destroyer of this lie, this basic lie in man, in the creation, in the whole world system, this deception.


    Man is living in a deception. He is a deceived creature. The heart of man is deceived, deceived. And this lie needs a lot of breaking up. It has too many aspects, of course, for us to comprehend or even mention, but anything that is not real, is not true, and anything that is pretence, pretence or make-believe... I got myself into a lot of trouble once when I changed 'make-up' for 'make-believe'. That is what it is - something that you are not, something put on to give an impression which is not true. It is not you. That's Jezebel, Jezebel started that, you know. I was shocked last week when the economic problems of England were being dealt with in Parliament and it was announced as to what were the exports of Britain were, and amongst them so many million of false eyelashes. One of the great exports! My, what have we come to! And all for make-believe! Well, forgive me sisters, I am not out for, you know, dealing with those things as such, but there is so much in the system which is unreal, untrue, make-believe, artificial, pretence, and what other words can I command to say the same thing? And in Christianity in its organised form there is so much that is pretence: pretending to be something, putting on something make-believe, and it is not true. It is hollow. It's not true. We have a very religious manner during an hour or two of service, you see, but it is not true, it's outside. Really, it is no more true than in those realms where it is most pronounced.


    I remember once, during the first World War I was in Malta, and I went to the festival of Corpus Christi in the cathedral in Valletta. And you know, they had been marching around the town with the seven expressions of the cross; these great, these huge representations of the cross in life-like figures. They were marching all around all the morning and sweating under this thing, and then they all came into the cathedral for the festival of Corpus Christi. And I was there, sitting on a chair. Then the priest, the bishop, came and elevated the host, and they all went on the ground, and because I didn't, they turned and looked at me as though something was going to happen to me, that I'd fall through the bottom in the judgement of God. They said: 'Kneel down, signor, kneel down!' But I didn't kneel down. I sat where I was, and then it was all over and we went outside, and we were not outside five minutes before these people were all at one another's throats with their knives out, in the most awful scene of carnage and quarrels and feuds; and not an hour after all this! Now, that's an extreme thing, you see, an expression, but dear friends, see how hollow and unreal religion can be! And if it is in a more modified form it can be, you know, what we believe to be very devout... it is in the soul. It's all of the artistic and aesthetic temperament. Unreal.


    And do you know that there are several things in the Bible which are said to be an abomination to God? And if you look into your New Testament, in the Gospels, you will see that the thing which was most abominable to the Lord Jesus was hypocrisy. Oh, He could bear with a lot of things. He could bear with a lot of things, the sinners, the harlots, and all that and bear it patiently, but bring Him into touch with hypocrisy and He was moved to His depths. The most vehement words of denunciation, the most awful things that came through His lips, were against, "Ye hypocrites! Ye hypocrites!" Why? Because He had come as the very embodiment of Truth, reality, utter transparency without a shadow or vapour of what is suspicious, and doubtful, and questionable. And so His whole being revolted against the lie, and, strangely enough, in religion.


    No, the house of God is that, is that, you and I must be that. God help us to be clear, transparent, no guile, no deception, no falsehood, no pretence, no make-believe, with nothing that is not the genuine thing. I started by saying that we are here to know what true Christianity is according to the Spirit, and that's it, that's it: "in spirit and in truth". That is, it is not ritualistic, it is not sacramentarian, it is not any of these things which people think make up the church. It is in spirit: pure, clear spirit and truth. God help us.


    Well, that's it. You see, spiritual wisdom, spiritual wisdom is something so contrary to worldly wisdom. So contrary to worldly wisdom, worldly wisdom cannot fathom this thing, cannot get a hold of this thing; its wisdom is altogether a different type of wisdom from spiritual wisdom.


    And if I can illustrate, many years ago I knew an old wit, he was one of those, you know, people that come - not many of them, we could do with a lot more of them - we call them eccentrics; but they are something different, something, if you like: peculiar. And I knew a man like that. He had a wooden leg before the days of artificial limbs, and he was stomping along with his wooden leg, and you could hear him a mile off. He was living in a country town and he went into the market place one night, one evening, and there was a great crowd. And in the midst was an infidel, an infidel jeering at God, laughing at God, making fun of the idea of such a being as God, making the people laugh with his jokes about the idea of God, and so he went on.


    And my friend listened until he was finished, and then he went up to the infidel and said, "I wish you would come along and see me tomorrow morning and we will have a chat." "Oh, yes, I will come!" Very well. The next morning the infidel went along and found my friend sitting in his garden under a big oak tree. A big oak tree. Now I must go back, because the infidel in his ridiculing God the night before, had said: "Well, look, here is an idea. This will show you how silly God is, if there is one. Here is a mighty oak tree, a massive thing, of hundreds of years old, and the only fruit that God can put on that majestic tree is a little acorn! Here is something almost like a weed crawling on the ground, and God puts on that watermelons; great big watermelons! Now", he said, "if there was such a person as God, do you think He wouldn't put the wonderful big fruit on the oak tree and the little acorn on the crawling weed?"


    My friend knew what he was doing when he invited him to come. He was sitting under his oak tree and they began to talk. It was at the time when the acorns were beginning to fall, and an acorn fell right on the top of the infidel's head, and my friend said: "Get down on your knees and thank God Almighty that that was not a water melon!"


    Well, I am not wanting to make you laugh, but sometimes you get home your point with a story. The wisdom of this world, you see, and the wisdom of God, they're so different. Spiritual wisdom is so different from natural wisdom. They are as remote from one another as the heaven is from the earth.


    The Lord is needing to teach us spiritual wisdom and understanding, for only with that can His house be built. It is going to be the embodiment of truth and the embodiment of His wisdom in a mystery. In a mystery. When Paul was making this great comparison between the wisdom of this world and spiritual wisdom, in his first letter to the Corinthians, he said: "The natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God, neither can he know them. They are foolishness to him," he said, "he that is spiritual judgeth all things, but he himself is judged of no man." He is an enigma to this world. He is unfathomable to this world. Of course, you know that, don't you? If you are the Lord's, you know that the world cannot understand you a bit! It's like that. It is a hidden wisdom. "We speak the wisdom of God in a mystery", said Paul, in a mystery. And it's that wisdom that we need to know for building up, for building up, for building up one another, building the house of God. But I must hurry on, this old clock!


    The next thing is that the house of God is the expression of:


    The Livingness of God.


    Livingness is an essential and primary feature of the house of God. Livingness. You see, the house of the living God, the house of the Spirit of the living God, the Spirit who is the Spirit of Life. The hallmark of what is of God is livingness. It's a test again; a test of you, of me, a test of our meetings, our local companies. What is the effect of contact with us? The effect on people coming among us? Are they able to say even at least, at least able to truly say: "Well, I didn't understand all that was said. I couldn't grasp all that they were talking about, or the preacher was talking about, but the thing that I found there was life! Life! Something answered to a deep desire in me, a deep need in me. Life! Those people have got the secret of life!" Life, livingness, and that stands not only in the days of Christ, and in the days of Israel's spiritual declension, but that stands in Christianity today, Life as over against, and opposed to, mere formality.


    Formality! The blight, and I can call it nothing other, the blight of crystallisation. Do you understand what I mean? God does something, moves in Life, notice is taken of it, but it's not long before men take hold of that and crystallise it into some thing static: "This is how it is to be done; this is what you are to believe", and before long the compass is boxed: of teaching, of truth, of how to do it. In assembly life: "This is how we do it. And if you don't do it this way, well, you don't belong to us, to us." Oh, the curse of such a phrase, I've met it again and again: "He doesn't belong to us. He doesn't belong to us." And what they mean is, "He doesn't come within the strict orbit of what we believe, and what we practice, and how we do it." The whole thing has been crystallised, and set, and fixed. The dead hand has come upon the thing of God. That is the history of Christianity, isn't it? Again and again when God moves, man takes hold of it and systematises it and says: "This is it!" And immediately the Holy Spirit's liberty is quenched. The Holy Spirit's prerogative to do as He will, and make innovations if He wants to, is not allowed. It's not allowed.


    Now, there is a liberty which is licence, I am not talking about that. And there is that abominable thing of trying all the time to have innovations, to do something unique and unusual to make an impression of life. That's not what I am talking about. But dear friends, this matter of livingness means that the Holy Spirit is perfectly free there to make His own order, to check us up on our fixed things and break through our bounds, our limitations, our strictures, and do something unusual. Something unusual. That, of course, was the difficulty of the great transition from Judaism to Christianity, and poor James had a bad time over it. And even Peter had a bad time over that. This transition, where the Holy Spirit has taken things in hand and has struck against rigid tradition, and called upon them to do things that they would never have done unless they had surrendered to the Holy Spirit. Livingness, you see!


    Oh, this incorrigible tendency to legalism! Legalism is not only the Mosaic law and Judaism, it's a persistent tendency all the way along to reduce things to a form and order - man-controlled. Man-controlled, bring it down there, and then it isn't long before the element of exclusiveness arises, and if you don't do it our way, you are outside the pale. You're outside.


    Oh, the Holy Spirit is much bigger than our conceptions! The Lord Jesus is far greater than our minds! His wisdom far surpasses all that ever we have yet imagined, and that is one of Paul's superlatives, isn't it: "Now unto Him who is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think" - I notice that most people put in the word "can" there, well, they may be right, we can ask God things, it's not in the Bible, it's nothing to stumble at, but beyond, exceeding, abundant, above, all that we ask or think! "I never thought of that! In my wildest moments I never thought of that! I have gone around this problem, and I have approached it from every point of the compass to see how it could be solved, and then the Lord came in with a point that is not on the compass and just like that solved it. I never thought of that! That was outside of my universe of imagination, and the Lord did it so simply!" A wisdom, a wisdom that is not of this world.


    I close by reminding you that this Life, this Life of the Spirit, this Life of His wisdom, is a very sensitive Life. This Life of the Spirit is a very sensitive Life; it is! Anyone, anyone at all who lives in the Spirit, and knows anything about Life in the Spirit, really is a person who is sensitive; very sensitive. They are not hard and cold. I believe you know, and of course you do too, that the Holy Spirit makes gentlemen of us, and ladies. Perhaps you don't use those words in this country so much, you talk about 'men and women'. We mean something more than that when we speak of a 'gentleman' and a 'lady'. Yes, there's a female person and you can say, 'that woman', but you can say, or we do say: "No, she's a lady". Of a man, a male person, you can say 'that man', but you can say: "He is a gentleman." Do you know what I mean? I believe that a mark of the Holy Spirit is courtesy, courtesy: sensitiveness to what is proper, what is good, what is (may I use the word?) nice, what is kind, what is thoughtful; not riding roughshod over all sensibilities and hurting people.


    You know, I believe, (and I got into trouble years ago for saying it) that I very often have felt that in making a present of a Bible I would also like to make a present of a good volume of etiquette. Forgive that statement, but do you know what I mean? Sometimes Christians can be so discourteous, so rough, so rude, so insensitive; isn't it true? And the Holy Spirit is not like that; He is gentle, He is kind, He is thoughtful, He is sensitive.


    I remember going some time, some years ago, to a garden we have in London where rare plants are collected and cultivated. And I went and the curator took me round. And as we were going around and pointing out this and that, and telling me about these things, all the camouflage in nature, and so on, we came to a wonderful shrub, standing upright, looking so strong and healthy. And he stopped and he said: "Will you touch the leaf of that shrub as gently as you can?"


    So I stretched out my hand and so, so gently I touched just the leaf, and the whole thing went down! The whole shrub collapsed to the ground. And he looked at me and said: "Do you know why? It is a plant of the jungle, and when some wild beast comes through the jungle and just scrapes against it, that shrub, it collapses, and the wild beast jumps out of its skin and rushes away." This, this sensitiveness is the salvation of that shrub from the ravages of the wild beast. Sensitive. Then I saw this shrub, after a minute or two, it come up again, you see. It came right up as before. A marvellous thing in nature! God's wisdom in nature. But there you are, I believe, you know, that we should be more like that as we grow older, more sensitive, more an expression of the Spirit who is easily grieved, it says: "Grieve not the Spirit." He is easily entreated, so sensitive.


    You know, one of the most difficult lessons that I have found to learn is this gentleness of the Holy Spirit. In seeking guidance from the Lord with all my heart, I have poured myself out to the Lord for guidance on some matter, and I have expected the Lord almost to send an angel from heaven to open the heavens and speak out, and say it in unmistakable terms what I ought to do, and He never does it. But I have noticed that the slightest touch of something, just the slightest touch, this voice of gentle stillness, hardly perceptible... I have noticed it, not always taken note of it, but I noticed it. And afterward, either for my joy or for my sorrow, I have remembered. If only I had paid heed to that very gentle touch of the Spirit it would have saved me all this trouble! It is so gentle! You know, that's the way of education, spiritual education, to learn to learn how the Spirit quietly governs the life so that we in our own spirit have a registration: we have said something about someone, or to someone, and inside the Spirit very gently, not in words, rebukes. The growth in the life of a true Christian, the spiritual life, is just this: that you know somewhere quietly inside the Spirit has said: "That was not right. That was not true."


    May I give you another incident, instance. Back at home, in all... this goes back years, I was with a friend of mine in Ireland, where I went for an annual convention. And he said to me: "You know, we had some special meetings recently, and we had So-and-so (mentioning a well-known servant of the Lord) we had him as the speaker." Now, I knew that this man's one message was the Holy Spirit. He never spoke on anything else but the Holy Spirit.


    And my friend said to me: "We had so-and-so, and in a conversation between us alone, your name came up and I saw his face drop, and he said: 'Oh, I could never have fellowship with Austin-Sparks.'"


    My friend said: "Why? Why? I know him very well. He comes here for our annual convention every year. The Lord is with him and uses him. Why? Tell me why!"


    This dear man gave him eleven reasons why he could not have fellowship with me, and they were the most terrible things. You see, one, I give you an example, one was that "Unless Austin-Sparks baptises a person, they are not properly baptised. He teaches that, he says that." And eleven things, some of them worse than that.


    Well, my friend said to him: "You know, I know that you are wrong. I know that you are wrong altogether, but why not write that in a letter to me, put them down and let me send it to him, and he give you his answer." Well, he demurred, and it was a long time before he could be persuaded to give the promise, but he gave a promise and went away, and presently he wrote the letter. Here they were all tabulated, and my friend sent it on and said, "Here you are old man, here's your chance!"


    Well, I looked at these things, and I didn't know what emotion was going to be uppermost. I could have wept, I could have been angry. Oh, yes, all the emotions sprang up in me, for the whole thing was a tissue of untruth. I wrote back, of course, repudiating categorically, denying the truth of any of these things, but at the end of my letter to my friend, I said: "After I have said all of this, the thing that puzzles me, the thing I cannot understand, is that a man, a dear man of God can go up and down the country speaking on the Holy Spirit, and then he can tabulate so many things that are not true about another brother, and the Holy Spirit never tells him so! The Holy Spirit never says, 'That is not the truth.'" Yes, the Holy Spirit.


    And I am not saying that it was a doctrine only with that man, but you know, you can say: 'I believe in the Holy Ghost', and you may believe all the teaching and truth and doctrine of the Holy Spirit, and be talking about it all the time, and the Holy Spirit never has a chance to say: "Look here, this and that that you are saying, that you are doing, is not the truth. That's false." This kind of Christianity is a very practical Christianity, friends. The Holy Spirit is very practical. He does not believe in our doctrines as such. He only believes in reality.


    Well, I think, although I haven't finished, I have said enough for the present. You see, the house of God is this: it is where those who belong to it are very sensitive to the Holy Spirit. Life is a sensitive thing and we ought, whenever we, by word or deed touch something that is not true, not right, not living, we ought to suffer inwardly: feel it, know it, know it and have a bad time about it until we get it right and get the cleansing of the blood over that, and the Lord's covering pardon. We'll have a bad time - that is the way of spiritual growth. Thank God, there is another side, and it wouldn't do for me to close on the merely negative side. That is very positive, after all, and, you know, it is a lovely thing to have the Lord well-pleased. It is a grand thing (without congratulating yourself and patting yourself on the back and saying: 'What a good boy am I!') the Lord's smile can be upon you and you can feel: 'Yes, the Lord is well-pleased.'


    Perhaps the grandest thing that could ever happen, or will ever happen to us will be knowing how full of faults, failures, and wrongs we are and have been, and the Lord will say: 'Come ye blessed of My Father, enter into the kingdom prepared for you.' Oh, I think, if ever we fall on our knees in utter adoration, astonished, bewildered adoration, it will be when the Lord, if ever it is said, says: 'Well done, well done good and faithful servant.' I have often said in years gone by that the epitaph that I want, the epitaph that I want to be written over my life is the Lord's words to Daniel: 'Oh man, greatly beloved!' Don't you want that? What could be better, grander: 'Oh man, greatly beloved!' It will be according to how we live the life in the Spirit, and so walk with Him who was meek and lowly in heart.


    Lord, we commit this all to Thee. We are going to get up from these seats now, we are going out of this place, and what are we going to be occupied with next? How are we going to spend even these ensuing minutes? We do pray that if, if the Spirit has been present and speaking, His hand may keep upon us, that we will abide under the hand of the Spirit, while in joy and in gladness, blessed fellowship; nevertheless, in the quiet holiness of the presence of the Lord, well pleasing unto Him. Be it so, and accept our worship through our Lord Jesus, amen.
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    Message given on July 24, 1966. Due to the poor quality of this recorded message, where a word/phrase was unclear or the audio faded out, we have noted this in [square] brackets.


    Lord, Thou hast said: "Separated from Me ye can do nothing". We know it, we acknowledge it, and it applies to this very moment and hour. But Lord, we pray, close up the gap, remove every form and degree of separateness from Thyself. May there be such a oneness with Thee that Thou art able to bear Thine own fruit through this ministry, and so shall the Father be glorified, for this we ask in the Name of the Lord Jesus, amen.


    I am afraid I must ask you to look at quite a handful of fragments of the Scripture, going back to the first book of the Kings. First book of the Kings, chapter 8, at verse 1: "And king Solomon, then king Solomon assembled the elders of Israel, and all the heads of the tribes, the princes of the fathers' houses of the children of Israel, unto king Solomon in Jerusalem".


    Verse 22: "And Solomon stood before the altar of the Lord in the presence of all the congregation of Israel, and spread forth his hands toward heaven".


    Verse 63: "And the king, and all Israel with him, offered sacrifice before the Lord. And Solomon offered for the sacrifice of peace offerings, which he offered unto the Lord, two and twenty thousand oxen, and an hundred and twenty thousand sheep. So the king and all the children of Israel dedicated the house of the Lord".


    Now to the letter to the Ephesians, chapter 1:7: "According to the riches of His grace, which He made to abound toward us in all wisdom and prudence, having made known unto the mystery of His will, according to His good pleasure which He purposed in Him unto a dispensation of the fulness of the times, to sum up all things in Christ, the things in the heavens, and the things upon the earth".


    Chapter 2: "And you, when ye were dead through your trespasses and sins, wherein aforetime ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that now worketh in the sons of disobedience; among whom we also all once lived in the lusts of our flesh, doing the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest - but God, being rich in mercy, for His great love wherewith He loved us, even when we were dead through our trespasses, quickened us together with Christ (by grace are ye saved), and raised us up with Him, and made us to sit with Him in the heavenlies, in Christ Jesus".


    Chapter 3, verse 17: "Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; to the end that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, may be strong to apprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ which passes knowledge, that ye may be filled unto all the fulness of God".


    Finally, chapter 5, verse 27: "That He might present the church to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish".


    Now, as far as I'm concerned, we have come to the last of these particular messages, and I have to confess to you that it is far from the end of what I wanted to say! And into this brief hour, not to strive, but the dinner is the limit, and I am very much cast upon the Lord to get in an immense amount that He will decide we shall register in the Spirit whether it's enough.


    We have been occupied with the greatnesses of the unsearchable riches of Christ, and we have been allowing Solomon to be for us an illustration and interpreter of Him who is the greater than Solomon - he, Solomon, being but a foreshadowing of Christ. The foreshadowing is always so much less than the foreshadowed, he helps us toward that 'Greater'.


    We have contemplated aspects of that greatness, in the midst of the many aspects of Solomon's greatness: the greatness of his wisdom, the greatness of his riches, the greatness of his glory, the greatness of his food (that was one thing I wanted to have a whole hour on, but we're not going to) the greatness of his honour. In the midst of this many-sided greatness of Solomon there stand out, most prominently over all: the altar and the house.


    The Altar and the House


    What we have read just now (and you would do well to read the corresponding record in the book of the Chronicles) what we have just read about Solomon gathering all the people, the princes and heads of fathers' houses, the whole congregation to Jerusalem for the dedication of the house of God, you notice it's very closely related to the Cross. You were impressed perhaps, and if you were not you ought to have been startled by the number of the sacrifices. Just unimaginable! But notice before you go further with that, that these two supreme predominant greatnesses of the altar and the house, are focused in the person as king. Keep that in mind. It is the person himself, now as king, sitting upon the throne of David, high, lifted up, it is he as such who gives the significance to the altar and the house. They take their meaning and their character from him in his exalted position, in his glory. That's a statement I trust you will hold on to as we go on.


    Now consider the greatness of this altar. I haven't read the description of the building of the altar, if you do so, you will see that it was an immense altar. An immense altar, tremendously! The very thickness of it is said to be a hand's width in thickness; well that's something, if you've a big hand, but even if that's a hand of [brass] was the thickness, the wall of the altar, the whole thing when you get the full dimension which means that it must have been a tremendous thing, a very weighted [thing], not some light thing at all. Well that's the description given - makes you feel that it must have been an immense altar. And as for the sacrifices, two and twenty thousand oxen! Can you picture that? Coming, coming in a procession reaching almost to the horizon. Here they come, battalion upon battalion of oxen, all winding their way toward that altar, two and twenty thousand of them, and that's only the beginning! Following them there are the thousands of sheep. Sheep! It is almost unthinkable, unimaginable! You look and you see this vast line of oxen and sheep, reaching right away, as I have said, almost to the horizon, here they come.


    How many days it will take to sacrifice all that, and what rivers of blood will be poured out as they are sacrificed day after day, from morning until evening! I have often felt that I would not have liked to have been of the priests and the Levites who had that job. They certainly needed a good many courses of Levites to slay that throng. My point is the immensity of this sacrifice, and the meaning of this altar, an altar that could contain all that, to put all that into effect! How great that altar was! And a greater than Solomon is here, a greater altar, a transcendently greater sacrifice is here in the Greater Son of David, the Lord Jesus.


    You see, this was, after all, but a historical thing, a thing in time. It's written in the book, belongs to a long past day of long ago, it's a record in the story of something that happened long ago. It is way back there, and it stays away back there. In itself it was in the days of Solomon, and they are past and gone, and all that with it. A historical thing in the life of an earthly nation.


    But when you pass from Solomon and his altar and sacrifice to the Greater, the Greater than Solomon, it is there that you find the first point of the superiority, the transcendence of the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ. It is super-historical! That is, it outbounds all time it reaches from eternity to eternity. The Lamb was slain before the foundation of the world, and when all the ages pass in procession before our eyes through the Bible, Old and New Testaments, and we come beyond time, when time is no more and we in eternity, the Lamb in the midst of the throne is the object dominating everything. Super-historical! Outranging all time by reason of a virtue, a virtue that was never in the two and twenty thousand oxen and thousands of sheep offered by Solomon. A virtue!


    Turn over to the letter to the Hebrews: "It is impossible that the blood of bulls and goats should take away sin". Read that letter again in the light of this. He, not by two and twenty thousand oxen and thousands of sheep, but by one offering went further than all, did more than all that they did, effected what they never could effect. It was a virtue in His sacrifice.


    It is an impressive thing that in the earlier Christian literature, I mean the earlier narratives of the New Testament, the crucifixion is hardly mentioned. It is hardly mentioned, the crucifixion, but the death is everywhere! He died... He died... it is the death that is the prominent thing, not the crucifixion. The crucifixion is the historic aspect; it's just the thing that man did, but within that that man did, within that outward aspect of His death there was a virtue, a mighty virtue which was dealing with a force, an immense, unspeakably strong, deep force of evil that has accounted for all these centuries of this world's misery and will account for eternity's misery for men.


    But behind and deeper down than the crucifixion was the death, a mighty, virtuous death. A virtuous death, something that, if you touch it or it touches you, means a registration of something awful, something terrible. You know, if you and I are at all spiritually sensitive and we touch certain things, we have to draw back; what brother Watchman Nee used to call 'the earth-touch'. If you touch that, if you become involved in that voluntarily, voluntarily involved in that in this world, if you are spiritually alive and sensitive, there is something there that stings you; you feel that you have been tainted, feel that you have been pulled out of position, and that you have got to get away and have a spiritual bath and wash yourself, and get before the Lord and take the mighty efficacy of the blood to get you back again into your proper realm as a child of God. Mark you, this is a real, real evidence that we are born again, and it becomes increasingly like that as we go on. The mark of growth is this deepening sensitiveness to what is Life and what is death, and it is the governing and deciding thing in guidance. Yes, the law of the Spirit of Life is the law of guidance. The mind of the Spirit is life and peace and that is a guiding law; but I must not be too detailed.


    Back of His sacrifice there was a virtue, a power, that was never in all the sacrifices of Solomon. It is not the crucifixion. You can wear the crucifix and make a lot of the crucifix and the earthly, physical suffering, but the New Testament puts its finger not upon that, but upon the mighty, mighty power of His death. It is a power that vetoes, a power that prohibits, a power on the one side that says to a whole system and order and realm and universe: 'No! No! The end!' To be united with Him in the likeness of His death is to become aware of what is and what is not acceptable to God, because that is the effect of the Cross of the Lord Jesus. The Christian life is that, is that!


    Yes, it is super-historical. It reaches back to eternity past, it passes through all time, and reaches on to eternity to be, this mighty effectiveness and virtue of the death of the Lord Jesus. The crucifixion was less than forty years old when the epistles were written, and if something like this had happened within the last forty years of our life, we should be talking about the thing, shouldn't we? "Oh, that awful thing that happened, that killing; what happened there on that cross, on that hill..." we would be occupied with all that. But these apostles were not occupied with that. They are occupied with the inner meaning of the Cross and what it means in the spiritual realm; ours and all others. This is something tremendous.


    It is the spiritual and inner meaning and power of the Cross that is the New Testament subject. You have this immense thing, of course, it is only a figure and type, and is given to us in Solomon to show us figuratively, symbolically, in type how great, immense and massive is the death of Jesus, the sacrifice of our Lord.


    Now, you see, I can strive to find words to set this forth, but I know I am defeated when I start, because I know that it is going to take all the ages of the ages to tell this story. They will be singing the song of the Lamb forever! We know so little, but all we can say here at a time like this is that to seek if the Lord shall make an impression upon us.


    This Cross, about which we talk so much and think we know because we have got the tones, the language, the phrasing - 'Identification with Christ', 'Union with Him, in His death, burial, and resurrection' - and all the rest of it, we think that we know it, when really we haven't, haven't begun to know the immensity of what Jesus was and did in His Cross!


    Solomon is, after all, but a shadow and yet and yet - think! Two and twenty thousand oxen and thousands of sheep... trailing for days toward the altar, being sacrificed, all the land around saturated by their blood. Beasts, by relay after relay being exhausted to accomplish this thing. And it's a mere shadow of the reality of the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ! It is extra-historic, it is extra-terrestrial; we stumble at the language, for language will defeat us.


    Extra-terrestrial, I have said, that is, it is above this earth, above this world, it reaches far beyond what is here. It is, and now here's another phrase, it is super-cosmic this Cross. This Cross, this death of the Lord Jesus not only takes in all that is here on this earth, but it reaches unto heaven. The heavens were defiled. The heavens were defiled - something happened in heaven before it happened on the earth. It began there when the "angels who kept not their first estate" were cast out in everlasting chains. The devil who led them lost his place and all the heavens were defiled. A great schism took place in heaven, the beginning of all schisms unto this day. That's where it began, and that's where it came from. It is a much bigger thing than this world.


    Paul, in this letter so-called to the Ephesians, just gives us a glimpse, doesn't he: "Our wrestling is not against flesh and blood, but with principalities, against the powers, against the world-rulers of this darkness, hosts of wicked spirits". That's the realm where the Cross has its range and its reach, what Paul calls "in the heavenlies". "In the heavenlies..." one of the most difficult phrases in the New Testament and the whole Bible to define and explain. We haven't time even to attempt it, but our point is it is the virtue of the death of the Lord Jesus which reaches through all ranges and all realms until it reaches the very throne of heaven itself, and there the Lamb is the testament to the universality of what was done at that spot at that moment in time here. How vast a range is the death of the Lord Jesus! Solomon's sacrifice, great as it was, didn't reach beyond the locality. The death of the Lord Jesus outbounds all locality. It is super-terrestrial.


    Coming nearer, we read in Ephesians: we have redemption in His blood. Oh, what a lovely thing: redemption! We rejoice in redemption, we sing about it, it is one of our favourite words and topics, isn't it? Isn't it? 'I am redeemed!' You will notice that it is a compound word with a prefix - 're'-demption. Look again at all the words with that prefix: re-conciliation, re-storation, re-demption. Something was, and it was lost; something was, and it was forfeited; something was sold into the slave market.


    Those of you who know your New Testament, know so much of it, but this Cross, this death, is a redemption, a recovery of all, not only man's condition and man lost, but more than that, a recovery of all that God lost in man of God's purpose, of God's intention, of God's destiny. It was for the time being lost to Him, and there is a very much larger context, of course, to our gospels. "The Son of Man is come to seek and to save that which was lost". These sheep if you like, sons, if you like, all that and more, but the loss, the loss that took place is almost indescribable when you trace it to God. You know, right there, right there where the Lord Jesus is speaking about the lost, and the Son of Man coming, coming for the purpose of seeking and saving that which was lost. He includes what we call the "Parable of the Prodigal" - it is wrong, a misnomer altogether, but you go on using it like that. But when He comes to this man, this son who is called the 'prodigal', he is far away, lost to the father, lost to the home, lost to the family.


    Translate that into heavenliness, heavenly things. The Lord knows what He is talking about when He makes that man become alive to his lost condition, and the causes of it, when He makes him say, puts into his mouth these words in his return: "Father! Father..." what does he say? "I have been a bad boy; I made a mistake; I did the wrong thing, I brought a lot of trouble on myself. All this is because of my, my fault!" Did He make him say that? "Father, I have sinned against heaven and in Thy sight". The Lord Jesus is meticulously careful in how He puts things. This, this loss is against heaven! It is heaven that has lost, and sin is robbing heaven of its rights and the Father of His rights. That's sin! 'I have sinned against heaven and in Thy sight', and that is why there is joy in the presence of the angels over one sinner that repenteth, because heaven has got back that which was stolen from it. Heaven has recovered, recovered what heaven lost, and more than that, the angels are more concerned for the Father than even for heaven. The Father has got back that which is His right and was stolen from Him, by a great sin, great sin.


    Well, you see, we have redemption. Oh, how great a thing redemption is! Isn't it? Not only to man, it is the universe, the universe is full of conflict, full of strife, full of controversy. In the very atmosphere of this universe they are contending. It is a terrible thing when in our spiritual sensitiveness we get into that atmosphere, that realm where the two things are clashing; that which is of the Lord, that which is of heaven, that which we know to be our real realm and life, we come into the atmosphere where there is antagonism, and hatred and malice. It is a terrible thing to feel the very hostility that is in the atmosphere in this world.


    Many who have laboured in heathen countries know what I am talking about. If you go, go there, I have been to some of them, and I remember my first visit to India. My, I went out where there was idol worship, and where the idol was stuck up in a place with a fence around. And the people were furtive, afraid as they passed by, in terror, and it was not just something objective. You felt, as you feel in those temples, those heathen temples, something evil; something evil and you want to get away. I am going to say a thing now that could get me into a lot of trouble in certain realms: I felt that on my first visit to St Peter's in Rome. Of course when visiting Rome you want to see all that, I went to the coliseum, I went to this place and that, and then I wanted to see the Sistine chapel and I wanted to. And I went in. Dear friends, this is no fiction, or imagination, I went in innocently to see a sight. I was a Christian. And when I got in there, the stench of death, death, so overwhelmed me that I felt physically ill. I couldn't stay long. I looked round, I watched what was going on, and I had to get out. Not until I got right away did I feel better. See? Something there, the realm of a spiritual antagonism. [indecipherable]


    They were in this very universe, there is this conflict because of what began at the beginning, coming from heaven through all realms and polluting all realms in the past, and registering its pollution upon this earth. It's there. But recovery has been, the death of the Lord Jesus has delivered from that! It's a glorious and wonderful thing to be delivered from that. I'm not talking of geography, this is where you need an hour of explanation of the meaning of the heavenlies. See, the heavenlies, oh, don't get a mentality of up there somewhere. I want to say to you that all that is in the heavenlies, good and bad, registers in your spirit. You are as near to the heavenlies in your spirit as you've ever been to your [indecipherable]. Oh Christian, you don't know what you're talking about.


    He said to his men who were sent up into orbit, first of all, "You look around and see if you can find this place the Christians call heaven." And they came back and reported. He said, "I asked them to look for this thing, they said of course they never found any such place." Poor man, poor man, if he'd become a Christian, he would know. He would know that there is something more than a geographical realm, when you speak of the heavenlies, you are speaking about super-cosmic forces of evil and antagonism, but blessed be God we have redemption through His blood. And that's going to be outside of that world, isn't it? For we are outside of it, some of the meaning of being outside where you have to go back but you need not go in, "They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world".


    Redeemed


    And then thank God this creation itself is redeemed. Redeemed! And it's waiting now for the day when that redemption will be consummated, and "the creation" as Paul puts it, "shall itself be delivered from the bondage of destruction" when this earth as it is and this world, will have been burned up and a new heaven and a new earth... redeemed, redeemed. That was effected and secured in the death of Jesus Christ. In the death of Jesus Christ! Now you want an hour on 1 Corinthians 15, don't you? Wonderful revelation of redeemed, resurrected physical bodies.


    The great question! I thought that I might have had some time to talk about this, a great question: how are the dead raised up and with what body do they come? Cremated bodies, a handful of dust taken out and scattered on the waves of the sea. The body burned to cinders in some far continent. How are the dead raised and with what body do they come? Well, here's the exceeding greatness of His wisdom, "Thou fools! Thou fools... you are governed in your ideas by your own natural wisdom - fools! The wisdom of man is utter foolishness." How are the dead raised up? And Paul answers, "You have got a spirit!" You have got a spirit. As believers that spirit has been born anew. In that spirit is the Divine Life, indestructible Life, incorruptible Life - that is the germ and God in your physical disintegration shows that spirit and then gives it a form as it pleases Him. Give it a form, you get the germ, and quicken it, and the body corresponding will follow. This is a mystery, of course, how? Oh, Paul says, "In this we groan, in this we groan waiting for our adoption, to whit, the redemption of our bodies" bringing back the body to what it was before this corruption, this seed of corruption was sown in it. Not fully perfected, but I believe, it was a glorious body then. Now, this is a point of dispute, but I think when Adam and Eve became aware that they were naked, that's symbolic language, that some kind of covering had been removed from them. I believe that covering was a covering of some glory, and they became aware that they had lost something glorious as their covering and they were naked.


    You know the New Testament takes up that point and relates it, not to, not to physical, but to a spiritual state. Well, I'm getting you too deep, but to re-deem the body means to bring it back to something which it lost; which it lost. Have we anything to go upon to establish that? I think we have. I think we have. I have seen people pass from this life, and come very near to it myself in the compass of my own life. Well, a child of God who had lived, sacrificed, and suffered for the Lord, only for the Lord, through many years. The other? Had rejected the Lord persistently, consistently through the years. I've seen them both under my own eyes pass out. And as this one passed: oh, the radiance, the physical radiance, the glory on that face, the renewal of childhood almost! [Indecipherable] I say, that's not death! [audio fades out] The other passing out, reaching, reaching [audio fades out] oh there was such darkness I tried to [audio fades out] There it is. All those years had passed [audio fades out] oh it was death, not a ray of light in that; death, not Life.


    I'm not exaggerating, I'm giving an instance. It's like that you know, at times, I wish it were more true. You can see, sometimes you know the real enjoyment of the Lord, it makes a difference to our faces, even in poor bodies under much, that have undergone a great deal, there's something, something that speaks of the glory of the Lord in the face and in the eyes. You don't have to be introduced to a true child of God, [audio fades out] you know them by their faces, [audio fades out] by their very face you can say "You're a Christian, aren't you?" "Oh yes!" Others? There's nothing there. [audio fades out] The Lord is not [there]. This is simple truth [audio fades out] you know what I mean? Yes we have evidence now that there's a glory which belongs to this body, which sin has marred, taken away, and does take the glory out of the person. It does, but the re-demption, "having been made" says Paul "like unto His glorious body" - for a body of His glory. The Cross has secured it! Oh, how great is this Cross!


    Again, it's the work of the Lord Jesus, His sacrifice, being so much greater than Solomon, is inclusive and final. Not all the blood of bulls on Jewish altars, but comprehending them from the day of Abel through all the sacrifices, from Abel up to Abraham, Abraham up: Israel and Moses - all of them. And then, throw in this bit: "two and twenty thousand oxen", thousands of them, throw it all in, throw it all in! I say the one Lamb comprehended all those [audio fades out] Does what all that never did and never could do. This one offering embraces all and it's final. It is one offering forever, "Having made one offering forever". [audio fades out] As far as His work is concerned, as far as His work is concerned as the Offering, it is finished. [audio fades out]


    I may have said this before perhaps, when they brought the paschal lamb to the priest, after it had been laid up for fourteen days for scrutiny and examination, brought to the priest who was an arch critic, a master critic, [audio fades out] He looked it over, looked at it through and through with those trained eyes, to find some blemish - one blemish, one spot, one wrinkle - it was rejected. If, after its period of probation, the priest could absolutely find not one hair on that lamb that was another colour, he lifted his hand and placed it on the head of the lamb and pronounced the formula: "It is perfect" that is the words the Lord Jesus used on the Cross when He offered Himself. [audio fades out] "It is finished. It is perfect." The apostle tells us that He offered Himself without spot [audio fades out] Final. Blessed be God for this unspeakably marvelous [audio fades out] He "might present to Himself a glorious church without spot or wrinkle or any such thing"! [audio fades out] These are unsearchable riches. The finality of the Cross, of the sacrifice of the Lord Jesus. I've only touched the Cross, you see, I told you I'm going to be beaten, I haven't started on the house!


    "Solomon, my son, is yet young and tender", said David, "and the house which he builds is exceeding magnificent". It is for the Lord, and therefore it must be something very great and very wonderful. Will you suffer me a few minutes with this? For here we pass from the type, all magnificent.


    I wonder what your conception of that temple of Solomon is? It was very great in itself, I'll ask you to go and measure it, and I think you would find that it was probably no bigger than this hall in dimensions. But the concentrated glory and majesty and realm in this thing, this thing! You come to the House that He is building, He calls your house, "My House, My House, My House".


    "Whose House are We..."


    This House which He is building is the embodiment of the concentrated values of the Cross of the Lord Jesus, because, you see, all this immense sacrifice was in the dedication of the house. It was the dedication of the house. The house takes its dimensions, the spiritual dimensions from the altar. If that altar is immense, like this and that sacrifice, incalculable... how great this house must be, if all that is required for its dedication! If it takes up all that into itself, takes its character from all that in the altar, what a house it must be! If this house cost all that, cost all that, then you must use your imagination, that procession of bulls and sheep [audio fades out] read the story in the context, people willingly offered, but it cost them, it cost them. It represents great cost! There it is. There it is. You imagine the sacrifice, the cost of all that sacrifice all concentrated in the House: Christ loved the church and gave Himself for it!


    There is a world which is a field, and in that field is a treasure. He has espied that treasure, and, having found it, off He goes and sells all that He has. You get the picture of Philippians 2, don't you? This field of this world, this treasure, and a way back to heaven, heaven's throne, His rights in heaven, of equality with God, and He sells it all, divests Himself of it all; counts it not a prize to be held on to, but empties Himself of heaven, heaven's glories, heaven's rights, heaven's prerogatives, and everything He had as the eternal Son in ages past, sells, to have the church. "Christ loved the church and gave Himself for it that He might present it to Himself a glorious church".


    You and I, dear friends, need to recover something beyond the truth of the church, the doctrine of the body of Christ, and recover its infinite preciousness to the Lord. If we did that, not, not just objectively as some wonderful idea, some wonderful teaching, but realised that that man there, that woman there, with all their faults, are part of that, so-loved by Christ that He gave everything to have it, every part of it, what a difference it would make, wouldn't it? What a difference it would make in our behaviour, and it is meant to do that. If it doesn't do that, with all that we know about the church, we don't know anything.


    People talk to me on church doctrine, church truth, church ground - however you may put it - but I have yet to see how much they are embracing all that for which Christ died, and not excluding any, not becoming exclusive, but embracing all who are embraced by that sacrifice of Love. He gave Himself for it. You cannot be narrow, small, legalistic, exclusive, if you have seen the church really, because in seeing the church you have seen Christ. You cannot separate those two. If you see Him, you see the church, and you see the value of the church to Him because of its costliness.


    I am thinking of the New Jerusalem, first of all the composition, of the constitution of it - all manner of precious stones, and the pearls, and the gold, transparent gold. What is all this? A beautiful picture to contemplate? No, it is not. It is a challenge to our hearts. This is the concentrated essence of the preciousness of the Lord Jesus, and the church is that! We sing our hymns, sing our hymns, and you know you sing a lot of things that are false doctrine. You sing a hymn about marching to Zion, and walking the golden streets of gold, it's false doctrine! There's only one street in that City, one golden street in that City, you've all got to live on the same street beside each other and live together. Oh, now, are you going to give up Christianity? You see what I mean? This preciousness of the Lord Jesus is going to make it possible for us at least to live together happily, it will be Christ and not ourselves. It's beyond our human nature, we will be one in Him; that's the pure gold.


    This is the church, and we can never, never bound it, and never get beyond it, but we can get into it, the church. Again, super-mundane, and oh, how I do wish I could get this over to Christians. The biggest problems, I think, that many Christians have are connected with the church and what it is. What it is. Is this church? They bring it down to the local church, what is local, the local assembly. Is it what we see? What we see... in Christians who are supposed to be members of the body of Christ! What we see in local companies of believers. Oh, is this the church? Is this the body of Christ? Is this 'Ephesians'? Oh how impossible it is along that line of mentality, [to see] if the church exists at all according to the New Testament. Isn't that our trouble? It is my problem, how to get this over.


    You see, dear friends, you and I in ourselves are not the church. We are not the church, and we are not parts of the church. We are excommunicated from the church; we are not in it. Therefore, therefore the church universal or local is not the aggregate of Christian bodies. The real, real church is the measure of Christ in every one of us. Be that when we come to the table this afternoon. Christ is the church, and it is just the measure of Christ that is in us that makes up the church. You can't join the church; transform again your phraseology! There is no such thing as joining the church. If you are not an organic part of Christ, produced by His Divine Life as different from your own, you are not in the church; but if through the new birth you have become inwardly an organic part of Christ, the church is there. It is when we meet, not in bodies, but in spirit. We can meet in bodies as congregations; but no church. We can call ourselves 'the church'; but no church. It is when we meet in spirit, in the Spirit that Christ is present, spontaneously, I may say: naturally, present. It just is; you don't make it, you don't form it.


    It may shock you when I say that the apostles never had the idea that they had got to go out and form churches. Now let that get inside! They never conceived that they were called upon by the Lord to go and form churches. What they did was to go and preach Christ, and not only preach Christ, but bring Christ in their own person, and when people responded to and received Christ into their life, they spontaneously came together.


    Paul and the other apostles never said: 'Now, let us go out and find these people, get them saved, and then collect them together and form them into a church'. Never! The church was, as our brother said: born. It was a spontaneous birth and it was the bringing together of Christ in a corporate way, and it's inward. You violate or leave the church immediately you get out of the Spirit. You sin against the church immediately you get onto natural ground. It is only when we abide in Him, abide in Him - what a lot there is in that - "Abide in Me", it's when we abide inwardly in the Lord, that the church is formed and grows. It is the increase of Christ Himself in us that makes it grow. That doesn't mean, of course, that after we leave we can behave any how, careless.


    Let us get our true ideas, Peter is very clear about this, His spiritual House, His spiritual house. And it's impressive. You will note how Peter begins his letter, he is going to speak, mark you, about this spiritual house, God's spiritual house and the living stones. He begins by saying: "Unto the saints scattered abroad throughout Asia, Bithynia, Cappadocia", and so on. "Now, Peter, what are you talking about? Saints scattered all over the world, and you are going to say 'one house', one spiritual House? Do you mean that geography is not the first thing, being together in one place there is He?" No! It is wherever Christ is. Wherever Christ is, where there are two or three in any place with Christ in them, that is the church represented. He is the Church, it's His own Body, not ours. Oh, how impossible it is to get it over, but you may get an inkling, an inkling....


    I will close, before I have finished. I'll close by reminding you that this thing, more than Solomon's house - magnificent and wonderful as it was - this thing is eternal, timeless; not only super-mundane (above the earth and all that belongs to the earth) but eternal: "chosen in Him before the foundation of the world... unto Him in the church... unto all ages for ever and ever". This is a timeless thing, and when we are called by Jesus Christ, that is not the beginning of things, that's not the beginning of things, it's only stepping into what began long, long ago, before we had a being. This is an eternal thing. And you say: "Why say that? We know that!" But thank God, I do thank God when I look at the history of the church and I see the forces against it, tremendous forces against it, even in the early days of the apostles and before the last of them had left this earth; millions of Christians were slaughtered and martyred. Oh, the great persecutions then, and all that has happened to Christians since then in many parts of the world... in the nations; in China and in Germany, and anywhere you like.


    All that has happened, my, the gates of Hades, the council of Hades, have really, really been set against this thing! They have stood at nothing to wipe this thing out. Saul of Tarsus was a mere fleabite in the whole thing! Wipe this out! Nations, empires, councils, ideologies - to get rid of this, and it grows and it grows, and it goes on. Martyrs, yes, laid down their lives, but He goes on, His church. "The church of Jesus ever will prevail", and "the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it". Shall not prevail. It is timeless. We may go, but on He goes with His church, and we will all be caught up in the end in the great day when He presents us faultless, "faultless before the presence of His glory, without spot, in exceeding joy". I am quoting scripture; to present us a glorious church, we will be caught up into that, though we may have died in the martyrdoms and persecutions, or whatever has come in time. That belongs to time, He goes on with His church.


    I will leave it there. It is big enough for you to contemplate. After all, dear friends, let me say again that all I had ever hoped would be the results of this ministry this week, I have been so much exercised about it, and not knowing if I was ever going to get it over, my expectation has only been that an impression would be left, and such an indelible impression, deep and strong, that you would not only remember it as something, a wonderful presentation of truth, but with an impression of the greatness of Him unto whom we have been called through the grace of God!


    That is all true, God Has called you, [audio fades out] [so that you can say] "I am in no small thing, I am in the King above all ages, and all realms, above all enemies and adverse forces, across time. I am called... into something immense!"


    Oh, how great our Christ is! How great His Cross is! How great His House is! God make this govern our conduct, our behaviour, our manner of life, our influence upon other people as we meet them, even. Oh, may this be there, that these people are people of dignity, people who represent something, not mean and contemptible, no; a dignity about that otherwise insignificant little man and woman - it speaks of another realm. The Lord give us significance, the significance of Himself!


    Lord, of course it came from Thee, we believe; we hand it back to Thee; do what You can with it Lord, work upon it, keep it alive, watch over it to protect it, and we say through it all, through it all - "Unto Him be the glory in the church by Christ Jesus unto all ages for ever and ever".
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    Lord, there is, Thou knowest Thyself, and Thou knowest where we are concerned, a very special need that is related to this time, it is the need of being freed from familiarity, freed from common acceptance, from tradition, from habit, from just doing something as something which is done amongst Christians. And the need of seeing in a new way, with a new impact upon us what this means. We can have this service and close the conference with it, but it could be the most telling thing of all, it could be something that we never, never forget and that ploughs deep into our very being, and changes our whole conception. Well, Lord, if You really feel this is necessary, see it to be necessary, then do it and make this indeed a sacred, a memorable hour. Oh, may there indeed be in the realm of the Spirit, a tasting of Thee, Thou the Living Bread. We pray, cleanse our hearts now, do, in every way get us rightly related and adjusted to what we are about to do. Hear us, answer us, for Thy Name's sake, amen.


    I shall make the word that I have to say as brief as possible so as not to overload this time with words, but I trust that the Lord will enable that, however brief, it's an eternal word; something that will go deeper than the words and the ideas and reach us in an inward way.


    Will you please turn to scriptures which, of course, are so familiar in this connection, from John, chapter 6, John's gospel chapter 6 at verse 51: "I am the living bread which came down out of heaven: if any man eat of this bread, he shall live for ever: yay, and the bread which I will give is My flesh, for the life of the world. The Jews therefore strove one with another, saying, How can this man give us His flesh to eat? Jesus therefore said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood, ye have not life in yourselves. He that eateth My flesh and drinketh My blood hath eternal life; and I will raise him up at the last day. For My flesh is meat indeed, true meat and My blood is true drink. He that eateth My flesh and drinketh My blood abideth in Me, and I in him".


    First letter to the Corinthians and chapter 10, at verse 16: "The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not a communion of the blood of Christ? The loaf which we break, is it not a communion of the body of Christ? Seeing that we, who are many, are one loaf, one body: for we all partake of the one loaf".


    The cup, is it not a participation of the blood of Christ? The loaf, is it not a participation of the body of Christ? Participation... of Christ.


    One Loaf


    We will speak of the Loaf firstly, of the Body first. Here it is precisely stated that there is an identity between the true believer and believers, and Christ. It is a common participation of the one with the other. Here is a, of course, spiritual body, not a physical body, a spiritual entity, and the statement here, here is as utter as any statement could possibly be.


    The context, as you'll notice, is that which we've heard already, the eating of flesh offered to idols. And the apostle says that those who do that, become participants with idols, with demons. With demons! They are participants with demons, they imbibe what is demoniacal. They take into themselves and become constituted in their very being by what they eat of the table of idols. It's a very utter thing. And so the apostle says of believers that when they eat of the table of the Lord, in a spiritual way they are imbibing, taking into their very constitution, what is Christ. Becoming constituted by Christ.


    Now, you know we are constituted by what we eat. First of all, our very measure is determined by our eating, our continuous - stop eating and you will shrink away, you will just grow less and less until there is nothing left. We are, because we eat. Very simple language, but this goes to the heart of it: we are, because we eat.


    And then, very largely, our character, disposition, is by what we eat. You see people who are eating too much of one thing, there's something that comes about where they are concerned. If you eat too much canned food, your skin will become parched. People will know what you feed on. And what is true in that connection, of course, is true in others, that we become what we eat. The mystery of course, of the transmutation of our food into ourselves may never be solved by the best medical expert, but the fact remains. The fact remains. And so, in order to get certain constitutional values, you eat certain things. The old, the old idea, I expect there's proof in it, is for brain power, eat plenty of fish. And for this or that particular constitutional need, you should eat certain things and those certain things make you both mentally and as well as physically, what you are. Well, I need not labour that, everybody knows that. But that is what is here: what you take in becomes you. That's your constitution.


    Now, the Word is stating quite clearly that in Christ becoming to us our staple food, our basic food, Christ becomes our constitution, our life, our nature, our disposition, our behaviour, our temper, our everything - it becomes Christ living in us. This is what is meant by participating with Christ, it is a union, which, if you can get in between your food and what you think tomorrow, well, you have worked a miracle. You start thinking, and you will subsequently, sooner or later, stop thinking. And when you express your thoughts, you are only really expressing what you had to eat a few days before. You can't get in between those two things, it's a fact, it's identity, isn't it, between food and being, food and life. And the Lord Jesus is just saying this, the union between Himself is like that, that He becomes our constitution, our nature, our disposition, our expression, our conduct, our behaviour. He just becomes that. The basic value of our life.


    There are other metaphors of course, of this: husband and wife, "And they twain shall become one flesh" - one flesh. In the deepest reality of their relationship there is an affinity, and it is so real, if it's a proper kind of relationship, a God-constituted relationship, the one cannot live without the other; half is gone if one goes. There's a gap, there's a vacuum which can't be filled if it's the right kind of thing. This union between Christ and the believer is said in the scriptures to be like that. And for me or you to be separated, even temporarily or in sense from the Lord Jesus, means that, well, everything has gone out of our life, we've lost, we've lost the real meaning of life. A common participation - it says here twice over - a common participation in the Body of Christ. You cannot describe it, cannot describe it.


    But here's the thing and, dear friends, would not this revolutionise what we call "the holy communion, the Lord's supper, the sacrament" or whatever you call it, it would completely revolutionise our perception and idea if, when we came to this table, we were reminded, really reminded, and that we reminded ourselves of this position: I am testifying to the fact that there is such a union between me and the Lord Jesus and me, that He and I have become one entity and to divide us, is to take our very Life away. That's simple in language, we are learning it in life.


    But what we are talking about now is not our Christian life and what we are learning it is what we mean when we come to this table. It is not a ceremony, it is not a bit of ritual, it is not something that Christians do as part of the Christian creed and performance. It is a testament to one of the most profound and wonderful facts in this universe: that between us and Christ, and Christ and us, there has become a constitutional union! Oh, I do wish that everybody really got hold of this, because you see, there are so many that think they can give up Christianity, give up the Christian life, and they think sometimes that they will. They feel tempted to, as they say: to give it all up; to give it all up. Well, you may as well go down to the sea and drown yourself if this thing is real, because you are going to give yourself up, you're going to commit suicide, you're going to take your own life. No, you can't do it, you just cannot do it if you really do know what it means to be a true born again Christian. You cannot say, "I'm going to resign, I'm going to give it up" you just cannot think like that. You know quite well that you're going to tear, tear the very heart out of your being if you do anything like that.


    And some people who do get into darkness, and seem to accept the suggestion that the Lord has left them and they are in hell already, they're in hell already, their heaven has gone, their life has gone, every thing they've got has gone. They're out wandering in desolation. Isn't that true? So real is a true participation with Christ.


    Now we follow that through, that's the Body, the Body of course, is the vehicle of the Spirit, the Spirit of Christ. We pass over to the Cup.


    The Cup


    The Body is union with His humanity, the Cup is the union with the Life in the humanity. And what the Lord Jesus said about the cup was that in this common participation, we enter into a covenant, "This Cup is the new covenant in My blood", a covenant of blood. And we ought to know where that came from and what that means.


    A covenant of blood... this is recognised in other than Christian realms. Probably it came from, originally, from the Semites. We don't know whether it did come from somewhere else and was taken over, taken over by the Semites, by Abram and others, or whether it started there. But the fact is that it is well-nigh universally recognised, especially in the east. And Henry Clay Trumbull has investigated that and given us a lot of insight. He says this very thing, this covenant of blood amongst the Arabs works in this way: two Arabs who are not naturally related want to enter into a fellowship of life, to bind themselves to one another, and to commit each one to the other absolutely. And so they institute a covenant and they meet and they bare, each one, bares his arm. And each opens an artery and then they put the arms together at the point of the opening where each one's blood flows to the other. It's a covenant in blood and the terms are: "Now, you have my very life in you. Wherever you go, you carry my life with you, and I carry yours. And whatever is done to you, is done to me. Whatever is done to me is done to you. If anybody speaks against me, you say at once, 'Look here: you're speaking against me; you're speaking against me, not against him, you're speaking against me'. If anyone does me an injury, you say, 'Look here: that injury is done to me', I am him (is that the right grammar?) I am he! I am he, we have the same blood in us, we are identical by a covenant in blood, so that as long as we live, the one lives for the other. We are each other though we may be thousands of miles apart".


    That's the covenant, says Trumbull, among the Arabs, made in blood. Now, where it originated, again, it doesn't matter; but that is what the Lord Jesus is saying, "This cup is a new covenant in My blood, a covenant made between us. A covenant demands two parties; I make it with you, but you enter into it with Me. And because of My blood, which is My Life given, wherever you go, you represent Me. What happens to you, happens to Me, affects Me." And so in reverse, if the Lord is assailed it hurts us, it affects us. If anything is said about the Lord, why, it touches us, acutely and keenly. So great is the union, "He that toucheth you toucheth the apple of My eye". And this, of course, if we were expanding it, is the real meaning of the anointing, "Touch not Mine anointed". The anointing means that He has committed Himself to the anointed, and touch the anointed, and you touch the Lord.


    And David, even when Saul was hunting him, one day cut off the fringe of Saul's garment and then it says, "And David's heart smote him..." 'Dare I touch the Lord's anointed, even though he is persecuting me?' That anointing puts us in a different realm. Well, I don't want to say too much, use too many words, what I am getting at is, here we are: does this table really mean this to us, when we come to it today? Such a covenant relationship in blood that we share one Life, have one common participation, one common concern. I expect it's true of you all. But you know we can get into a habit and a custom, can't we? We come and we have the Lord's table and we go away and that's a part of the service, be it morning or evening, which we carry out perhaps once a week or more or perhaps less often, less frequent.


    But oh, that we might be in the presence of the reality. You see, this is a fellowship in the Blood, a fellowship in the Body. It means, on the one side, the fellowship of His sufferings, participation in the sufferings of Christ. You've heard much about that. But this covenant also means a fellowship in security, a covenant that makes us secure! If Christ can be slain and brought to an end, then we can; if He cannot, then we cannot! In His Blood we are secure! I don't know, I'm not going to open the subject, as to whether we can repudiate the covenant, repudiate the covenant and trample underfoot the blood of the sacrifice and come to it. A thing wrought in shame, well, that, leave it. But while you and I abide faithful to the covenant, we are secure no matter what the enemies are, and the forces against.


    Fellowship - participation in His suffering, participation in His security. I'm so glad that the Lord Jesus is in heaven; aren't you? Is in heaven! You know, we talk about the ascension, but it's not often spoken of in the New Testament. It does say He, "when He ascended up on high", but it more often speaks of His being "received up into glory", which means that He could be received up, heaven could be open to Him because He'd done everything that heaven required. Heaven was satisfied, and so He could be received through the everlasting doors. A mighty reception it was, "Lift up your heads, oh you gates, and be ye lifted up you everlasting doors, and the king of glory shall come in! Who is this King of Glory? The Lord mighty in battles..." He is the King of Glory, and a mighty welcome for Him when He sat down at the right hand of the majesty in the heavens - secure! No heavens, other heavens can reach Him, and no other earth can reach Him and hell cannot reach Him! And we are seated with Him in that security, if in union, secure in Christ, in the blood of the covenant, and then participation in His glory! In His glory!


    "If we suffer with Him, we shall be glorified together with Him". It's always with, with with; a mighty, with! And that's the word that stands over this table: WITH Him in the very depth of our being, in our very constitution, in our conduct, in our service, and ultimately through our suffering, in His glory: participants.
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