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Editor’s Letter
BrLovep oF Gop, )
The world-situation in which we enter this New Year—I feel—provides the background for a

fruitful re.emphasis and enlargement upon a nate touched in the letter at the end of 1940. It
relates to the whole question as to what the Lord means for His people in this state of things.

We said then that if this issomething which relates to the spiritual life of God's people on the -

earth, it could not be confined to a limited area, but that all places where His people are would
sooner or later be involved. (We were then thinking particularly of the U.S.A.) Certain features
of the course of things so far must be recognized. )

(1) The very wide-spread acknowledgment by leaders, political and religious, that this is pre.
eninently a spiritual issue in its essential nature. (Note the use of such terms as * Satanic ”,
* Antichrist ”, in public utterances.)

(2) The destruction of properties, without diserimination for places of long and world.renowned
Evangelical traditions. An immense amount of the fabric of organized Christianity has been de-
molished and wiped out, and very much of that which is the material means of Christian propaganda
has just gone up in smoke. .

(3)- A great deal of the established order of Christian activity and procedure has been suspended
and rendered impossible. . o

(4) On quite a number of occasions Joud, boastful and proud declarations as to our strength,
our ability, our material and moral resources as a guarantee of victory, etc. have been swiftly
followed by some setback, disaster, or more serious outlook.

(5) On several occasions united prayer has been followed by a marvellous deliverance, yet in
such a way as to leave little room for man to take the glory, but to which ir is only possible to
attribute the intervention of God (e.g. Dunkirk).

{6) Another, and Lo many of us, a very impressive, feature of this time is the way in which
the Lord is causing so many of those who are affected by the Government orders to hold themselves
for Him for disposal, witbout prejudicing their course by adopting a set position as to what they

-

" are willing or unwilling to do. We have seen this attitude of faith resulting in tremendous apiritual

values to those concerned and, through them, to many others.

There are many other, major and minor, features of the present situation which could be men-
tioned as being very signifieant, but evervthing put together does seem to point to one issue as to
what the Lord is set upon. The issue may have broader meanings for the nations generally, for the
whole question of national sins, Godlessness, and unrighteousness, ete. is undoubtedly involved.
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There is also a big issue in relation to religion and what .is called Christiiamity, but is anything but
the Christianity of Divime revelation. Ratler is it mere Humarism, Psychology, and many other
things in the place of Regeneratiion. We canmot deal with these wider issues here, but for thee Lord's
gwn true people this issue seems to be quite clear. Tie inquiry is being forced upom us as to whether
there has been too wide a gap between the means and the end: whether there has not been a eon-
fusing of means with the end. Things, activities, institutions, programmes, etc. may have been
the conscious or umconstious standard by which spiritwal measure has been judged : the * things
seen " being the sole or predomiimarit factors. The fact remaims that with the Lord spiritual measure,
the measure of Christ as positively expressed in the life and experience of Hiis own, is the only @and
ultimate cencern. It is not even just that we have received Christ, or are getting others te receive
Him ; but it is Christ in fulmess which is God's immedinte interest and all-governinig geal. Ne
matter what the activities and zeal may be, if spiritual inorease is not the definite and immmediate
outeome, then the Lord’s heart is not satisfied. Great traditions and monunseits to that whieh ne
longer represents a commensurite spiritual value are of no coneern to the Lord. Tlus is a time in
whieh He is most clearly saying that the inwardhesss of Christ as over against the outward associa-
tions of Christ ; the heavemliress of our relatedhnss to a heavenly Christ as ever agaimst an esrthly
system of Christizmity : and a spiritual walk with Christ as ever agaimst a round and schedule of
Christian functions and activities, are the things whieh gevern Hufm In What He dees or allews in
eur lives. This is enlly- saying in ether werds what the prephets of Israel sald In times ef natienal
and internatienal upheavell apd ju t. Oh that there were a prophetic veiee of adequate
autherity to-day! It is the tragedy ef eur times that there is net sueh. Is if that the peeple weuld
et Bear, of is it that the Lerd is preparing them e hear ? * He that hath an ear te hear, let him
hear what the SpiFit sath.”

It is possible that this paper may have to undergo some change in its form or measure after
thisissue, as the pagper situation is becoming very acute, and we are advised of serious curtailment.
Pray that this ministry be maintsined as long as it can serve spiritual ends to the full. It will en-
courage you to know that during this second year of war, maore literature has been sent out—by
request—tham in any year in our history. W do all send you our loving greetings, and assure you
of constant prayerful fellowship. Sincere thamks for all letters of appreciation and assuramese of
fellewship.

The Lord make this year one of very great spiritual el .

Yaours in the hope of Hiis calling,
T. AAUSTIIN-STARKS.

God’s Spiritual House
No. 7.
Graduation from the School of Sonship

Rewrrye : Rom. wiii. 19, 21-28 ; Heb. i. 2;

ii. 5-8, 9-11 ; iii.’l, 7-8 ; xii.&6;; Rev. xiii &.

In our previous meditation, we were occupied
with the School of sonship unto adoption. We
are now going to follow that on to the next
stage.

We were seeing a little of the nature, mesming
and need for transition from spiritual infancy
to the School of sonship. A very real experience
is that transition and a veyy deep one for those
who enter into it. A whole new set of acomditions
perfectly stramge to us is conmected with that

further mowememt in the life of the child of God
which marks the passage from spiritual child-
hood to spiritual sonship, or the School of son-
ship. I suppose most of us rememtber when we
went to a new school, or when we went to school
for the first time. Everything was strange,
everything was new. We had to take up things
from the very first point. It was an entirely new
world : and so it is in the life of the child of
God. It is an entirely new world, a new set of
conditiomns, something with which we are alto-
gether unfamiliar when that point is reached
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where God takes us in hand to see that we are
no longer children but are brought into the
School . of sonship with ‘adoption in view;
adoption, of course, according to the Divine
meaning of that word, not our natural meaning.

The Purpose of our Graduation as Sons

Now we are going for a little while to consider
the graduation from the School of sonship,
graduating to that for which school has been
going on, all that child-training which, as the
Lord Himself knows end det us know that He
knows, is for the present not joyous but griev-
ous. But there is the graduation day. The whole
creation waits for that graduation day with
bated breath and an inward yearning, the day
of the manifestation of the sons of God, the
placing of sons to which we referred in our pre-
vious meditation, which is the meaning of the
word “ adoption " ; not bringing into the family,
but the placing of sons who have qualified
through the school. And what is the graduvation
of sonship, unto what is it 7 It is.unto the

. Throne. .
‘ Not unto angels " (not unto angels of any

rank, not even the highest rank of arch.
angels) “ did he subject the world to come,
whereof we speak. But oxe hath someswhere
testified saying, What is man, that thou
art mindfdil of him ? Or the son of man,
thet thou settest him apart "

That is the true rendering of-the latter sen-

‘tence ; not ‘‘ visitest him » as we commonly

use the word, but ‘' settest him apart”; that
man, in a word, is in view with God from
eternity for this purpose, to have the throne,
the government, the dominion over the world to
come in union with God’s Son, as the sons
brought by that Son to glory.

There is the Heir in Hebrews i. 2—

*“ ...whom bhe appointed heir of all things...”

There are the beirs in chapter ii—

“...bringing many sons unto glory...”

The throne is that whioh is in view at the end
of school, the graduation, and it is that which is
referred to in Rev. xii. The governing principle
of Rev. xii is sonship brought out to completion,
a man child.

** She was delivered of o son, 2 man child,
who is to rule all nations with arod of iron ™.
(This is sonship.) ‘“And her child was
caught up unto God, and unto his throne.”

That is the graduation.

-

The Man Child of Revelation xii

Now, I am going tv stay for the miserable
business of getting rid of a few misconceptions
about this chapter. The accepted and firmly
held view concerning this chapteris, that this
woman is Israel and thet this man child is Christ.
1 will not impute motives and reasons to the
holders of that view, but it does seem to me
that only & prejudiced mind could hold it, a
mind not willing to accept what is, I think, quite
patently the truth.

This book of Revelation begins with & pro-
nouncement from heaven that what is going to
be shown is * things which must shortly come

-to pass”, and that pronouncement was made

vears and years after Christ had gone to heaven.
It was future. Moreover, when Christ went to
heaven, Satan was not cast out of heaven as is
the case in Rev. xii; for, nearly forty years
after Christ went to heaven, Paul wrote his
letter to the Epbesiane, and in chapter vi. we
have this revelation of the nature and sphere of
the Church's warfare: * Our wrestling is not -
against flesh and bleod, but against the prinei-
palities, against the powers, against the world-
rulers of this darknmess, against the spiritual
hosts of wickedness in the heavenlies . Satan .
was not deposed when Christ was caught up to
the throne. Thirdly, the dragon was not cheated
of his prey in the case of-the Lord Jesus. The
Lord Jesus was slain by the dragon, end it is a .
part of the great and glorious truth that it was .
through death that He destroyed him that had
the power of death, namely, the Devil. Satan,
the dragon, thought be had swallowed up Christ
perhaps, but he discovered that he bad been
swallowed up. But the Lord Jesus did not
escape the great red dragon by a rapture: not
at all. The dragon got him so far and slew him.
But therein is the glorious sovereignty of God,
and tbat is another line of truth altogethber:
God's sovereignty wrought in the very presence
of Satan’s triumph. But that is not this.
Then this woman is & paradox, a contradic.-
tion. She is at one and the same time in heaven
clothed in glory and on the earth clothed with
trouble and travail. She is clothed with the
sun in heaven, and yet in the next breath she is
travailing on the earth. Is not that just exactly
what we have in the letter to the Ephesians
about the Chureh ? In the heavenlies, in Christ
Jesus blessed with every spiritual blessing, and
yet at the seme time the letter shows us very
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clearly right at the heart of it that the Church is
down here and in conflict. She has an earthly
walk and is meeting things down here while at
the same time in the heavenlies. A contradiction
apperently: at one and the same time in
heaven glorious and yet on earth in tribulation.
That is the Church. Well, is not that enough,
though there is a lot more here ?

I know there is another interpretation; that

this was not only Israel but Christ Himself, and

that we are the seed of Christ. But thet is only
just allowed to go so far. Tt does not carry us
through satisfactorily. But this is the main
position held about Israel and Christ, and I'say I
do not see how it can hold water in the light of
even the two or three things that we have just
noted.

You see, you have a correspondence here. In
Rev. ii. you have these very words addressed
to the overcomers in the church at Thyatira—
““He that overcometh..:to him will I give
authority over the pations, and he shall rule
them with arod of iron.”” Then in the letter to
the church id Laodicea we have these further
words : " He that overcometh, 1 will give to
him to sit down with me in my throne, as I also

-overcame, and sat down with my Father in his
throne . There is the throne for overcomers
and the rule of the nations. Then those very
words are reiterated in Chapter xii. about the
man child caught up to the throne to rule the

- pation with arod of iron. And I do not see that

we can divorce those words from Hebrews ii—

*“Thou madest him (man) in order to have ”

{that is the sense of the word) " dominion over

the works of thy hands . Of course there is the
union between Christ and His own: that is

what Hebrews is speaking about. * Christ as a

son over God’s house, whose house are we...”

So then, having said that much—and I think
it is enough, I am not dealing with all the data
and points in this chapter—having said that
much, we want to come right to our point in
this meditation.

The graduation from the School of sonship
is to the throne, and it is that thrope with what
it means with regard to vocation, to service,
to purpose in relation to God's eternal inten-
tion, that is in view while God is dealing with
us, when God takes us out of the comfortable,
pleasant time of spiritual infancy and child-
hood where everything is done for usand puts us
into that experience where the thing has to

4

be wrought in ues and where, through this
deep exercise of our spiritual faculties or sen-
ses, we become spiritually responsible sons of
God. It is with this in view that God deuls
with us as with sons. Now, do grasp the mean.
ing of that, what it implies. It implies one or
two rather important things.

Spiritual Increase Related to the Throne and the
Glory of the Lord

Firstly, it does mean that the deepening of
spiritual life, as it is called, or any other terms
used for the same thing, is not a matter which
is just to issue in our fuller blessing. So often
people will bring it right down there to tbat
level of fuller blessing, and we are very often
tempted even there, in the time of fire and ad.
versity, to react to this whele thing by say-
ing, Well, if T have heaven, why need T
trouble about all this, and why should I go
through all this? Here are plenty of people
just very happv and contented; they are
saved and they know they are saved, and here
am I who have sought to go on with God, and
I am having the most awful time. It seems to
me that I have got the worst of the bargain,
by wanting to go right on with God ! If we
look at it like that, purely from the personal
point of view, purely from the point of view of
blessing, we have missed our way, and we shall
get into difficulties ; because, as we have al-
ways sought to point out, when you come out
of this spiritual infancy into the School of son-
ship, you graduate from what is personal as
to your own interest and blessing into what
is for the Lord and not for you. From that
time forward the whole motive is, not what I
am going to get, but what God is going to get.
That is Epbesians. " That ye may know
what is...the riches of the glory of %is inheri-
tance in the saints. ” Not what I am going to
get now: that will follow, that will be all
right, the Lord will be faithful : but it is some-
thing else. Ve have come into the school on
the basis of God's eternal purpose, and God's
eternal purpose docs not begin and end when
He has got us born again. God's eternal pur-
pose is only reached when He has got us in
the throne. Thus it is the Lord, for the Lord,
and what the Lord is after that is the one con.
sideration. It will be glory for me, but that
is not the motive of it mow. It is this great
purpose with which we are called: that is
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what is governing everything, and it is in the
terms of the throne.

So the transition from infancy to the School
of sonship, being a very painful thing, amd
fraught with all sorts of difficulties;, brings us
nevertiteless into relation with that which lhas
been in God's'miind from before the world was
where we are concerned. Chosen in Christ
Jedus “ that we should be to the praise of his
glory ™. All the dealimgs of the Lord with us
in this school have that throme in view.

World Dominion the Pressing Issue of the
Hour

Wihat I want to say with special emphasis now
is that this matter, as I see and feel it—and I
leave it to you to judge whether there is amy
truth in this—is most fitting in relation to what
is happening in the world to-day. It does seem
to me that this is a time when this issue is put
in a way in which it has never been put before ;
that is, the issue of the deminion of this world,
the issue of Antichrist, is se patent. It is the
centrol and domination of this inhabited earth,
and everything eenheeted with this fresh drive
te that end is te set aside Ged and His ChHrist.
It is ah evil thing, ahd it does Aot need & Spirity-
ally minded preacher of the truth i8 diseem
that; fer many of sur leaders of the State 8-
day have seen it and are Hsing theie WOrds:
How far they see, we do net know. But {hey
ate seeing that all that BRristianity stands fof
IS at sfake. They are saying; TRis1s & Satenie
thing | and ey are using fhe Very phrase=

f

tehrist it {8 85§88fﬁ%%&i5 WeR &S 8 What
ihe pature 8f thiRgs S %B% are able, iA &
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at the eAd 8
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We here perhaps—itihougth let us not think

too highly of ourselves, nfdre highly than we
ought to think—but it may be that our little
gathering here with all its earthly insignificence
has yet a significance which is very far reach-
ing, seeing that we are here in the sudienece
chamber of God concerning this great matter
of the dominion of this world. In a small way,
it affects us very seriously. I ask you to pray
about this very earnestly and continually tha¢
there might be a2 movement of Ged's Spirif
within the circle of His own people in a new
way to produce this mam child that overcomes
and takes the throne. It is quite clear, frem
Rev. ii. and iii.,,that all do not come te that
position, and equally so from all these exheria-
tions and warnings about Israel missing the geoal
in the wildermess, falling by the way, ag warn-
ings to the Chureh to beware of the same ilkm-
ity. “To-day if ye shall hear his veiee, harden
not your hearts.” I wonder if an}’ of us have a
hardleird heart, not &éﬁi@fs‘h the Lerd in a general
way, but against this. You harden by wsifg
speeial terms. Oh, how peeplR Bave seuight {8
elese the deer by stieking labels en ! Get fid
of terms. Call it Selestive Rapjtiire, if you like :
I de net eall it that. Oall it Overeemer Testi-
mony, if you fike. Yt makes little differenece, if
pu mead by that, That is an ih‘h‘é&%&‘éiﬁ%ﬁ%’)
Bat is & ‘peeuliar waehm% Well, that is &
hardeming of the heart. W('hat if this showld
Bappen £6 Be true | e have o lesk this thin
sghare iA the eyes: I3 there ank pessibility tha
iRiS is true 7 YT there i§; it 15 2 dramendeus
thing ; the bipgest jssue iA the Ristery of this
WoHH 1S BouRd E,wm it, Aething less than 4he
deminidnh, the throne. I sd te yeu thaf
Phere is 2 gosd deal te-day whieh weuld lead us
£ 8peh thE AOBF 8 possibilities; te swppesitiens.

An Object Lesson and the Need for Qpen-hearted
Inquiry

You know cert@in natioms at our own door
are suffering untold misery, because as long as
Beven years ago they were’told of secret pro-
paganda going on within the borders of their
ewn eeuntry and working its way secretlly and
subtly inte high plazes but would not believe it.
They were told what that was going to end in,
what the ebject was, what the result would be,
and they sald, No, imymwssile ! I ask you this :
If fine montts ago a prophet had stood up im
seme prominent place in this world and pro-
phesied the history of the following nine months,
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what would have happened to him ? Seven or
eight countries overrun, and surprised and this
final terrible collagse of Framce! He would
have been put in a lunatic asylum or have been
lynehed, he would have been shut up for safety.
But it has happened : the umbelieratile has hap-
pened -and is happening. No one would believe
it or accept it. See how they are suffering for
saying, Inppossitile | Ritioulous !

Ah, 1 say to you that this should be a lesson
to us. That is a trick of Satan. It is a part of

his strategy, to work subtly and at the same time *

to make people believe there is nothing, that all
is well; to be working umfemeatth to the
internal disintegration and downfall of a people
and yet on the surface to be maliing nice sypeeches.
That is a Satanic method, and again and sgsin
Satan has pained his strategical advantage by
that same means. And I say to you that at
least we ought to ceme to a thing like this and
say, WRIL, it is just possible that may be right,
and If there is the remetest pessibility of its
belhg right, it is sueh a big thing we Bad better
attend te if! I knew many have managed e
et past that, but I say agdin, from the lewest
evel of making this appral, that it just may be
that the LOra"s Wokd s true after all: 1t just
may be that this is the trus revelation of Ged's
thought and intentien ; that He chose an elect
E.as % ;2 company Whith Bas come to be called
he BhUreh, H clew that EompahY, that Body,
ihat EOFPOFaIS SALILY IR CHFISE Berde the WeFld
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movement of God’s Spirit within the com

of His people to produce this mam child. The
Church, as a whole, is moving steadily into this
travail.

Then will you not pray that the Lord’s pepple
may be enlightened on this matter, enlightened
as to what the issue is. It is between Christ smd
Anmttichrist, between the Church which is Christ's
Body and the whole Amtichrist system ; fer
it is quite clear that Amtichrist, though he may
be an individual oppused to Christ personglly,
is also a church, a Sfstem, a terrible system.
Satan has his Church opposed te Christ's Chureh.
Blessed be God, we have this assufamee, "]
will build my ehurch, and the gates ef hell shall
net prevail against it ™ |

The Explanation of the Mystifying and Painful
Preparation

Well then, that is the matter before us in this
School of sonship, namely, the throne. My
dear friends, I want to get hold of that in my
own heart, and I want you te get beld ef it.
You see, we are so prone to make suf Sejour
6b this earth the big thing; I mean iA the
matter of what we are able te de, hew mueh,
we ean de and realize and see if euf lifetime,
and when we find the Lerd shuttiﬁ%us Hp &R,
limiting us and seeming t6 put WP iR Prisen;
efitimes under the strain aaa pressure of it
when the iren enters inte our soul as with
J@%éph, we begin te think we have minsed ene

way. Iiife is geing, and it is all unfruitful;
afe net deing anx hmg 1t i3 ether ped wﬁe
afe deing the thing, we are net. Thus we make
o mueh of this present life in the matier of
what we are able te do, as though that wefe
everything, whereas (and this, of eoutse; is A
afguthent why we should Be slack aBeut d8fﬂg
§6 often the Lord has got His greatest eifectiv
fess iA these whe Rave Beeh jUst shut fight up;
unable t8 de anvthing outside. IS Ret that Re
truth abeut Pauh Rimself 7 OF ves, if i3, 404
Paut, a8 we have ofien pointed syt was the é’iﬂ
Bediment of the Fevelstigh Whish was Ews
hif of the dis s%&is% 8 IBs éﬂmﬂ 8
We eome 18 the eAd ife, We have Ba §
Bad fiad stch 2 w;a% §68 8f mméw
Besd abie g d8 58 Much, We Bave t Bis ﬂ&a
with all the valtes that are in BiM, put iHE8
prisen. But we pet the concenirated 8§§€HE€
of valug froMm LW priseR XRRrRRwRs:
the letter tg the Epfievalss, 284 that wa% w8 éﬂ
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Paul’s going to prison, and anything like that
will be worth all that we undergo in the Sehoel
of sonship, which sees a vei~ great deal of whst
is here on the earth closed down, if only the
heavenly may become the iar more real amd
valuaile as an expression in us and through us,
But I say I want this to get into niy heart,
into your hearts, that the Lord is not so much
concerned—pplesse do not misunderstant me—
the Lord is not so much concerned with how
much we do now in this life. He is more con*
cermmed with the measure of Christ to which He
can bring us in this life ..."till we all attain
unto the..measure of the stature of the fulness
of Christt” Eph. iv. 13). It will be Christ
corporate who will come to take the kingdom of
this world in the coming ages, and it is unto that
—ithe fulmess of Christ—that God is working
pre-eminently in our experience, and that is the
thing that matters mest. It is tlie most difficult
thing for us to accept; a supremely difficult
thing for any active tem to accept.
To some it is martyrdom not to be doing scme-
thing. It may be God's way of getting the en-
largement of His Som in His memiisrs, the
patienve of Jesus Christ, among other things.
God has this great thing in view. The issue
comes up acutely and in an intensified form as we
get near to the great end. In order to amswer
Satan, to have Hiis answer-in a corporate Man,
God has to prepare you and me and a compamy off
his people to take the throme, to be caught wp
unto God and to His throne, to rule the mations
with a rod of iron. That, of course, has refer.
ence to to-morrow, the to-morrow of the ages I
mean, and there is somethimg bejond that,
namely, our reigming with Him for ever amd
ever, another form of reigning. I aspire rather

to the day after to-morrow than to to-morrew,
Ruling with a rod of iron may appeal te us
naturally, but we would sooner have the glerieus
reign where nothing wants a rod of iren. * New
unto him..te the glory in the chureh and in
Christ Jesu unto all the generatiops of the gge
of the ages " (Eph. iii.. 20-21). It is a big thin
for which we go to school for a few years @
suffer as we are suffering. It is easy to say that,
but it is a painful thing, this seheel. The Lafd
kmows what He is doing with us. It is the matter
of this overcoming, and, in the light ef this
schoel or this scheoling, we 6an a iate the
word “ evercomer ”. There {8 a lot of 6ver:
coming to be dome. We have te get en top of &'
very great deal, and the getting en tep ef many
things is leading us to get on tep of the Devil
and his kingdem. Presently, In the great howr
when the sens are mamifested, when the man
ehild is eaught te the throne, the ereatien is {8
be delivered frem the bendage ef esrruption.
See then the meaning of the day in which we
live. See the meamiing of the suffenimg into which
we may go yet more deeply, and how it is to be
God’s answer to this working of Satan that has
been going on ever since he made a bid for the
place of God’s Heir, the Heir of all things. Ever
since Satan made that bid and was cast dowm
from the higher to the lower heavens it has been
going on, and now it is being brought out in a
new way. That is what it is, and $u and I, as
part 6f Christ’s Botly, are called to be God’s answer
te that, and it is to be so now in a spiritual way,.
Presently it will be in the full way, the Literal
way, that the saints will take the kingdom, zmd
He shall eome whase right it is to reign. The
demimion shall be given unto the saints of the
Mest Hliigh. T.A-S.

“ A Double Portion of Thy Spimtt?

Reworve : 11 Kimgs ii. 7213,

This marks a veritatile, climax in the life
of Blijah and a great crisis in that of Elisha.
Elijah had been a mam full of zeal for the glory
of God, giving himssif in labour, in prayer, in
faith, in sufferimg, for the glory of the Lord,
and he had come to a point in his ministry
where it seemed as though all the labour amd
suffering and prajrer and faith had been wasted,

and in the deepest disappointmemt he cried out
to Ged, Take away my life, I am no better
than my fathers; I am a failure! Then we
remmemitar how Ged took him away to the moumt
of Ged in Horeb and appeared to him there,
and the pgist ard essence of the revelation
there given was this: Elijah, your ministry
is net a fallure ; it is to be fulfitled for the over-
throw of all My enemiies and for My glory, but
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it will be fulfilled through another. Thus in
due eourse the happy day came for Elijah when
there was another who could say te him, "]
pray thee, let a doutlle portion of thy epirit
be upom me . .. .

The margin of our Revised Versien peints
put it is not quantity that is in view there in
the double portion, but that Ellisha was agking
for the portion of the finst-born son. New,
in the Divime idea, the finst-born was te reeeive
a full measure of the father's resources, was
to inherit the double portion, not merely for
his own blessing and pleasure, but beeause
upon him rested the solemn and yet privileged
dutty of carrying on the father’s life, the father's
testimony, the father’s busimess. So, you see,
the promiise and the revelation given to Elijah
that the ministry would be fulfilled, but not
through him, is now about to be realized, for
the one who is to be to him as a fiirst-borm son
has reached the point when he asks for the
first-born’s inheritamce, that he might have
the privilege of fillimg to the full the ministrj
and the life of Elijah.

A Crisis for Elisha

For Biisha's life, this particular moment
marked a climax or a crisis, for he had not
been one of the sons of the prophets, not one
who had an§ special expectation or ambition
or opportunity to be, in a peculiar sense, a
servant of God. He was just a simple, lumble
believer, ploughing his"own furrow at his ewn
home. But as so many §ears afterwards the
Master ed by such men and said to them,
Follow Me!" so Elijah pawsed 63 Elisha and
figuredivisely did the same thing, ahd Elisha,
like those whe fellowed the Lofd se raueh later,
left all and rose up and fellewed him : #nd,
like them, his ordy simple thought deubtless
was of being a humilk, simple servant ef his
lord. He poured water en the hands ef Elijah :
he wag just a servant, and happy and blessed
at the prospeet that RV befere him ef just
being with Elijah, seeing Elijah werk, reeeiving
the beneHis ef the ressurees whieh eame t8 him
through Elijah. And even 8 had it been, like
the journe} memtivted in this ehapter, until
there came to him someihing of a sense of that
which he knew net at the Beginning. Eljah
kmew of it. It had been revealed n Mount Hereb
that this simple manh, pleughing his ewn fuf:
row in his ewn hemedv waly, had beeh defin-

itely chosen to be the one through whom Eli.
jah’s miristty was to find its full expression,
even as our blessed Lord finally revealed to
the disciples that the)’ had not chosen Him
but He had chosen them and that His purpose
was to leave them. For the time they were
with Him and He with them, but there would
come a time when He would go awa3, would
go to glork’; not to leave His work unfinished
but to fulfil it through those whom He had
called to be His disciples.

Like Elijah, He too had come to a place
of deepest distress, and though He did not *
lose faith, did not despair as did the prophet
under the jumiper tree, there was a time, as
the prophet Isaiah discloses to us, when Christ
might well have said, “I have laboured in
vain, I have spent M} strength for nought... ™
All the labour, all the prayer, the faith, the
suffering, and what had Jesus Christ to show
for it at the end ? Ah, but as in a e with
Elijah, so in the reality with Christ, the miin=
istry was to be fulfilled through those who
would stand to Him spiritualh* as His fitist:
born ones. He would go to heaven, but there
would be a fulfilmewt of that for which He had
come Himself; not through Him (though by
Hiis Spirit) but’ through those He had called
to be with Him. .

No Lomger a Servant, hut a Son

Now, what a dignity’ and what a sense of,
punpose, and what an encouragement must
have come into Elisha's life when he realized
that he was no longer to be regarded as.a ser-
vant but as a son; no longer merely to g6
about with Elijah and have beneflis frem him
and see his working, but to be here 6n this
earth instead of Elijah for the fulfilment of
the Diwvine which had been begun in
his master. Well, that privilege in ita fulness
is ours, as it was typieally with Elisha. V% tee
do not belong to the sons of the prophets ; we
too have been simply pufsuing euf ewn liitle
furrow in our lowly life, but the Lord has ealled
us and chosen us and erdained us: net mersly
to be with Him, t6 know Hiiz Blessed presenes,
to see Hira working, to receive the blessings
of being His, but to be here for Him, and, as
Elisha was absolutely necessaiy and essaitial
to the fulfilment of the life and ministry of
Elijah, so are we, the peoplle of Ged, the Chureh
of Christ, absolutely neeesswry and esfaitial
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to our Lord for Him to fulfil His ministry, amd
in the same way.

The Secret of Power

If. you read the whole chapter, you will
find that Blisha jourmeyed with Elijah from
place to place. From Gilgal to Bethel, from
Bethel to Jericho, from Jericho to Jordam, he.
was with Elijah. If you will follow the history
through after Elijah’s rapture, you will find
that, slowly but steadily, Elisha moved back
into those ver)- same realms, that all speak of
spiritual truths. He mowed back from Jordan
into Jericho, later on to Bethel, and fimally he
was found at Gilgal. But what a difference !
How things happened in all these places on
the second occasiom !+ Why ? Because the
first time Elijah was with Blisha : the secomd
time, spiritually, Elijah was in Elisha.

Is not that the secret of the Churdhis power ?
Did not our Lord saj, * He is with ,you, amd
shall be in you ? ¥ (John xiv.17). Here, then,
is the power for the fulfilment of this great
and wonderful vocation to which we have
been called, the inward power of the risen Lord,
the doutile portion of the Spirit. I am so glad
that, when thsy got to the momemt of crisis,
Elijah did not turn to Blisha and put wpon
him trememdous .and solemn chamges amd
burdems and exhortations which might well
have crushed him, but that he turned to
Elisha and said, WWhat shall I give you ?
It is true the Lord does ask of us, and Elijah
did put to Elisha, a condition, but the atti-
tude of the Lord to us is not of damanding
somethimg from vs. What shail I give you 1
We know Blisha's answer, and I bave no doubt
that is the true desire of every heart here pres-
ent this morning. Of course, we have other
desires, thimgs we would like the Lord to do,
things that perbaps are vayy much with us as
heart longimgs, but I believe that everyone of
us as we love the Lord would have this as our
deepest, strongest desire undemmeath all others,
Lord, for a doutle portion of Thy Spiritt! Oh,
to be like Christ, oh to have the inward resouree
and power to fulfil the destiny into which we
have been called.

The Ome Condition
Well, Elijab was rather slow to make an
easy answer to this request. Thou hast asked,
he 6aid, a hard thing; nevertlkss, given one

eondition, it shall be! What was that one
condition ¥ Muech prayer, merit, force of will,
determimation, strength of consecration ? No !
Wihat was the one condition ? * If thou see me
...it shall be so . If thou see me when I am
taken from thee, it shall be so! That is the
condition. I am not sure why Elijah said it
would be a hard thing, but I think this chep-
ter shows us that the point of confliet all the
time and the determination, so far ag Bligha was
concerned, was to see his lord glorified, te see
Blijah go up into heaven, and everything,
even the sons of the proplets, did their best
to keep him from that: and evervthing,
including the things of God ahd smmetimes
the people of God, will -do their best te keep
us from that. But Bliisha was intent upph the
one thing, and that is why s8 seen after {hese
who beheld hifh eeuld say, " The spirit 6f-Eli-
jah doth rest en Elisha “. Wiy ? Baeause he
ad seen his glerified lerd.

And do we not remember those of whom
it was said that men took kmowiledge of them
that they had been with Jesus ? The Spirit of
Elijab, the greater Elijah, rested upom-this
new Blisha. Why ? Because their eyes were
on their glorified Lord. They had seen Him
go up into heaven. It was a hard thing for El.
isha to do that, and it is a hard thing, is it not,
to keep our eyes on Christ risen and glorified.
I fimd it a very hard thing ; but it is the simple
and yet basic condition, not only to the satis-
fying of our heart’s desire, but to the fulfilment
of the life and ministry and mission of our
glorified Lord. It is essentia] to Him as well
as to us that there should he here on this earth
that which corresponds to Blisha on whom the
Spirit of the risen Lord is, and through whom
the greater werks are to be dome. So shall we
efieourge one another ? The condition is hard
and yet simple. For Elisha it was a matter of
a day's jeurney : for ug 4t is the matter of a
life’s exereise. But the same word is true to us :

“ If thou see me...it shall be so.” Wihen our
eyes are on the risen, glorified Lord, the Spirit
of the Lord is upom us in power. If thou see me
not, said Elijah, it shall not be so ! When our
eyes are off Him, it is not so.

What a vocation, what a wonderful thing !
We thought He called us just to be with Him,
to be His simple, humble servants, and we find
He has called us to be the fulfilment in a greater
and more wonderful measwze of that life and ,
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mimigtry which He began when He was here.
W know the only resource possible, the ful-
fess of His own Spirit within, and we know,
we have heard so often, but let us hear it again,

the simple and yet deep condition, If thou see
Me, it shall be so! Lord, give us ejcs to see
Thee, and to keep Thee in view.

The Normai Christian Life

No. 8.
Christ our Life

Rewpive : Romams wviii. 1-4.

Paul said “ Thank God through Jesus Christ
our Lord ! From Paul’s shout of praise we
learn that the life we live is the life of Jesus
Christ alone. We must be clear that the Clwiis-
tian life is not my living a life like Christ, or
my trying to be Christiikee; nor is it Christ
giving me power to live a life like Hiis. It is
Christ Hinmself living Hiis own life through me.
It is not Christ helping me to do semething,
but Christ doing it all Himself. The difference
is fundamemntal. For instamce, if I am impa-
tient I do not pray, Lord, help me to be patient,
or, Lord give me patiemce, but, Lord be pa-
tient in me. [t is not that I am stremgthened
to be patient, for I hawe been put away alto-
gether ; it is the Lord Jesus reproducing His
patient life in me.

The Practical Outworking of Christ's
Imdwelling

On a certain occasion I arrived in a home in
Amrerica, where I was received by a saved couple
'who requested me to pray for them. I inquired
the cause of their trouble. Oh, we have been
in a bad way lately, they confessed : during
the last few weeks we hawe both lost our tem-
pers several times a day. I can see summetiing
is wrong, I replied, but what do you want me
to do ? Pray the Lord to give us patience, was
tlie answer. I will not pray for that, I said.
Do you mean to say we are s0 hoymhss that-
Ged will net give us patiemce, even if we ask
for 1t ? That Is exactly what I mean. Well,
If Ged will net give ug patiemee, what can we

do? Hawe you already asked Him to give
you patiprs? Yes ! Amd hawe you received

it? No! Then if He will not give it to you
when you asked Him, there is no reason why
He should give it to me for you. The faect
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of the matter is you do not need patience. If
we do not need patience, then whatever do we
need ? they asked, their eyes big with amaze-
ment. You do not need patience, [ said, you
need Christ. No, a dose of patiemee would never
have met their need, and neither will a dese
of patience, nor a dowe of anything else, meet
your need ef mine. Wk heed nething less than
Christ, and we need nothihg mere ; He is all
we need. God does Rt Mrasuie Hiis graee out
t0 us A deses, %Wiﬁg seme patRMee te the
impatient, seme leve te the unleving, seme
Breainess to the preud, ete: @ed has enly one
answer for every Ruman need, even TR SOR
Christ Jesus. CHFist is the 8he aRsWwer £ eve

human need. It is Aot ¥6u BF ¥ WhO are %ﬁ%
t8 b fmade patieAt and l8ving. and NUMBE

But the £ard Jesus WhQ is goiAR t8 B PE%QE ol
and 1aving and Bume Bstead 8f us. aied
instead Bf US IBF BUF FOFRICRRGSS ; Jives S
stead of u3 IBF our deliVRranes:. 83 W -HavE
b suBstitutions : a Suhatituke SR éﬁ% §P8§ :
Which gives US forpiveness; and & SyBsGitute
VitRED, Which pives s Vi6t8ry:

Paul said, “1 hawe been crucified with Christ;
yet I live; and yet no longer I, but Christ liw-
eth in me: and that life which 1 now live in
the flesh I live in faith, the faith which is in
the Son of Ged, who loved me, and gave him-
self up for me " (Gal.ii. 20). “ No longer I but
Christ.” If this is not substitution, what is?
Here is a summary of the Christian life: I
live no longer, but Christ lives Hig life in me.
We talk about a chamged life, but & changed
life is not good enough ; it is an exchanged
life we need. My life is a sinful life and never
can be anything else ; but the Lord Jesus
comes into my life, and exchames Hiis life for
mime. I go out and He ccmes in. I go out by
crucifixion, and He comrs in by resurrection.
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Oh, it is a good thing to stand aside and see
the Lord Jesus live out Hiis life in me. When
temptation comes it is good to step aside and
say, -Lord I refuse to do anything about it,
for I know if I do anythimg I shall only get into
a mess; but I trust You to deal with the sit-
uation. It is effortless victory; it is trusting,
not trjimg.

We have all come to realize that no effont
of ours procured our justificatiiom, yet we are
always putting forth effort to procure our sanc-
tification. R3imembcr, Christ has been * made
unto us...sanctificatiom.” (I Cor. i.30). It is
not that He helps us to live a sanctified life,
but that He has been given to us as our sanc-
tification, God has made Him over to us as
our holiness. It is not that He is our power
to live a holy life, but He is our holiness, He is
our patience, He ts our self-cantnal, He #s our
bumiility, He is our power. That is why we ssy
God has only one answer to all our need. To-
day there may be a call for patitemoe and Christ
will be our patience ; to-morrow there may
be a call for humility, and He will be our humi-
lity. Christ is the answer to every need Do
you not think the Christian life is a marvellous
life ? If it were you or I who had to live it, truly
it would be a desperate bwsiress; but since
it is Christ who lives it in our stead, nothing
is impassible.

Free from Condemmmiion and Disability

Affter Pawl has showed that the normal Chris-
tian life is “mot I but Christt” (c.f. Rom. vii.
24-25), he says, “There is therefore now no
condemnnition to them that are in Christ Jesus ™
(Rom. viii. 1). There are two kinds of condiem-
nation, nameiii;, before Christ, and before my-
self. The second condemnmfion cam be more
awful than the fitst. Wihen I see the blood then
I knew my sins are forgiven, and ttiene is no
more condemmation before God ; yet I may
still feel condemmation in myself. Praie God,
“ there is therefore now no coadeemmatiom’”
IT I have learned that Christ is my life, then
I have learned the secret of victory, and there
will b2 no more eondemiatifoh. I can only
praize Him all the time, and there is ho time
to be eendemmrd, for He |s leading Me on from
vietery to vietery ! The werd " esndemmilifn
in the eriginal has twe uses, a eivil and a legal
use. In its latter use it eemveds the sense of
eendemmdiiivh as we generally understard it,
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but in its former use it conveys the sense of
handicap or disability. So this verse could
well be translated, “fIhecre is therefore now no
disability to them that are in Christ Jesus,” or
* There is therefore now no handicap to them
that are im Christ Jesus."” Before, we felt hand-:
icapped all the time ; we felt disabled at ever}
turn. We were continually calling out, I ean:
not do this, and 1 cannot do that! There was
a sense of limitation all the time. But thefe
is no “I cannot ” in Christ Jesus. Befere, it
was “ [ cannot ": now it is, “ [ ean doall things
in him that strengthemeth me™ (Phil. iv. 15.)

The Secret of This Deliverance

How can Paul be so daring ? On what ground
does he declare that he is now free from limi-
tation ? The amswer is, “ For the law of the
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus made me free from
the law of sin and death” (Rom. viii. 2). Why
no more condemmation ? * For ™:: there is a
reason for it, there is somethimg definite to
account for it. The reason is that there is a law
called “The law of the Spirit of life " and
this has set me free from “ The law of sin and
death.” Wiy does Pawl sa} the law of the
Spirit of life made him free from the law of

f and death ? What is the difference be:
tween “The law of the Spirit of life ™ &nd
“The Spirit of life ¥* Vhat is the differenee
between “The law ef sii and death " and
" 8if and death " ?

A Law Defined

What is a law ? How would you define it ? It
is something which bappens over and over
again. Each time the thing happens it happens
in the same way. In this land, if [ drive a car
on the left side of the road the police wiill stop
me. Why ? Because it is agaimst the law. If
you do it you will be stopped too. Wiy ? For
the same reason that I would be stopped. It
is agaiitst the law, and {he law malkes no ex-
ceptions. It is something which happens con-
tinvously without exception. W speak of
the law of gravitatien. If I drop my handker-
ehief in Helsingor it falls down. The same is
true {A New York, amd the same in Berlin.
The law ef gravitailen always the
same results. VWriRer the same econditions
prevail the same results are seen. That is Jaw.

Now what is the law of sin and death ? If
someone passes an unkind remark to me, some-
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thing goes wrong inside. That is not law. But
if when differemt people pass unkind remarks
and the same “ something " goes wrong inside,
then I discern a law within. If my bandker.
chief falls to the ground when 1 drop it in Hel-
gingor, I call that gravitation; but if, where-
ver I drop it in the world, it always falls dewn,
“then [ call that the law of gravitatlen. A law
{s something constant. It always works in the
same way.

But what is the law of death 1 Death is weak-
fnesa produced to the limit. If I try to please
God in this I find T cannot, and if I try to please
Him in that I still find T cannot. It is always
“1 eanmoot.. So I discern there is not amly
death in me, but there is also the " law of death ™.
Im me there is sin, and also the law of sin ; &nd
there is death and also the law of death.

The Way of Escape from any Given Bondage

How can I be delivered from the law of &in
and death ? I need deliveramce from sin, amd
still more I need deliveramce from death ; but
maost of all I need deliveramve from *tiee law
of sin and death.” How can the law of grav-
ity be anmulled ? Wiith regard to my hendker-
chief, that law is at work right enough trying to
get itdowm, butif I hold my handierahief in my
hand it dees net drep. Why ? The law s still
there. I do net deal with the law ef gravithy:
in faet I eannot deal with the law ef gravity.
Then why dees my bhandienehicf net fall e
the greund ? There is a pewer keeping it frem
drepping dewh. The law i& still there, hut #a-
ptherlaw, sy ?GHBH.G it, is aperating te Gvercome
it, namfdly, the law of life. Gravitatien ean d6
its utmest, but the handiendhRl will net drep,
Beeause another law is werking apainst {He
law of gravitatien to hold the handierchiel up.

In like manner God delivers from one law
by another law. The law of sin and death, is
there, but God has put another law into opera-
tion, the law of the Spirit of life in Christ
Jesus, to deliver us from the law of &in amd
death. The Lord Jesus lives in our hearts by
the Holy Spirit, and if we let Him have full
way and trust Him, we shall find that He will
keep us from the old law. Wiy do so many
Christians sin ? Because the law of sinisthere,
and they do not allow the superier “‘law of
the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus " to operate
in them. We are kept, not by our own power,
but by the power of Ged. W do nothing, but

the Lord carries us through triumphamtly. It is a
blessed thing to know the keeping power of God.

Three Positive Remiizements in Relation to This
Liberty

If this life is to function freely one thing is
necessary on the objective side and two things
are necessary on the subjective side. As regards
the former, we must be clear that it is the Lord
who is living Hiis life in'as. 1t is not we who
are living it, but Christ, It is not a cliemged
life, but an exchamged life. As regards the swb-
jective side, in the first place we must get out
of the way and leave the entire field to Him ;
and iin the second place we must trust Him.
When we find ourselves lacking in patience
we simply look to Him, and say, Lord I trust
Thee to bring that non-existent patiience into
existence. It is the law of the Spirit of life
in Christ Jesus that sets us free from the law
of sin and death.

* For what the law could not do, in that it
was weak through the flesh, God, sendimg His
own Som in the likemess of sinful flesh and as an
offering for sin, condemmet] sin in the flesh : that
the ordimamxe of the law might be fulfilled in us,
who walk not after the flesh, but after the
Spirit ¥ (Rom. wiii. 3-4.) Ewvery careful reader
of these two verses will see that there are two
thimgs presented here. (1) What the Lord
Jesus has dome. (2) What the Holy Spirit will
do. The flesh is weak, consequently the right-
eousness of the law cannot be fulfilled in us
of ourselves. Here it is not a question of sal-
vation, but of pleasing God. Now because of
our inability God did two thimgs: He sent
Hiis Som in the flesh; and Hiis Son died for fin,
and so God condemrest] sin in the fisth. Since
we all died in Him, all that belonged to the old
creation was put away and the wealness of
the flesh dealt with. Sin has therefore no more
power in us. But how could the righteous
demands of the law be fulfilled in us ? As we
walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.

It is not a work, it is a walk. Walkimg in the
Spirit implies that we do nothing, whereas
walking after the flesh is doing something out
of ourselves. Wallking after the flesh means
following the flesh ; that is, doing something
in our own strength. Walking after the Spirit
means depending on the Spirit to do evergtihing
in us. Then the rightemusress of the law is
fuifilled in vs.
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Summary of the Main Points Considered Thus
Far

We have now seen four definite steps where-
by the life of Cbrist may be realized in us. {1}
There must be a revelation of what the Lord
Jesus bas dome with.us, just as at salvation
there was a revelation of what the Lord Jesus
did for us. This must be no mere bearing of
the ears, or understanding of the mind, but a
real spiritual seeing of the Cross. We must see
that the Lord Jesus has not only dealt with
our sins, but dealt with us. (2) Our wills must
be consigned to tbe Cross: we must give our-
selves wholly to the Lord. We cannot expect
& tailor Lo make us a garment if we refuse to give
him any cloth, and we cannot expect a builder

.

-

to build ue a house if we do not let him have
material for the building ; and we cannot ex.
pect the Lord to Jive out His life in us if we do
not give Him our lives in which to live. With.
out reservations, without controversy we must
give ourselves over to Him to do as He pleases
with us. On the objective side we thust see
what the Lord has done with our old man ; then
on the subjeetive side we must give our lives
over to Him that He may live out His life in
us. (3) Having surrendered wholly to the Lord
we must not try to do anythihg for Him,
{(4) We must trust the Holy Spirit to work in
us all that the Lord requires of us. We must
distrust ourselves utterly, but we must trust
Him implicitly. W.N.

The Mark of a Life under the Sovereignty of the Spirit

“For we would not have Yyou ignorant,
brethren, concerning our affliction which
befell us in Asia, that we were weighed down
exceedingly, beyond our power, insomuch
that we despaired even of life: yes, we

ourselves bave had the sentence of death -

within ourselves, that we should not trust
in ourselves, but in God who raiseth the
dead " (II Cor. i. 8-9).

*“ But we have this treasure in earthen veesels,
that the exceeding greatness of the power
may be of God, and not from ourselves ™
(1T Cor. iv. 7).

“And I was with you in weakness, and in
fear, and in much trembling. And my

" speech and my preaching were not in per-
suasive words of wisdom, but in demon-
stration of the Spirit and of power ” (I Cor.
ii. 3-4).

Those of us who were here for the past week.
end will remember that the word of the Lord
was centred in that third cbapter of II Corin-
thians. There are some passages of the Word
which stand out because they are in such a very
full and vital way a declaration of certain basic
principles and ways of the Lord upon which
evervthing else moves, and that third chapter
of 1I Corinthians is just such a passage. You
will remember that the Apostle puts his finger
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on a pumber of fundamental matters wvpon
which everything else depends. - '

The Power of a New Life Within
He says first of all
‘“ Ye are an epistle...written...with the Spirit
of the living God ™.

God is no longer doing things outwardly. Ged
is no Jonger occupied with tables of stone and
mere ordinances, even commandments written,
but God has moved on and is now concerned
only with living, throbbing, vital sons of His
own ; that His people are themselves, by the
very life of God, that which He is concerned
about. God’s desire and will is realized not any
more by something imposed from the outside,
but by the actual inward life of God doing and
working that which is pleasing to Him. The
people of God are no longer, as it were, a mere
people under orders. They are a people in whom
evervthing that is of God is livingly realized by
the Spirit of the living God. God is no longer
saving, Thou shalt ! Thou shalt not ! He has
left that: everything is life. It is not telling
us what to do, it is being in us what He wants.
Just as God is the living eternal One, so that
very naturc of God becomes the life of His
people. Thus the Apostle makes that great con-
trast between the ministry or the ministration
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of death and the mimistration of the Spimtt;
for “ the letter killeth, but the Spirit giveth
life \ «

Now, there is the first thing. That chapwer
sbows us that Ged has eome oR to & ReY grownd
altogether where everything with Him is a
matter of the Spirit livingly eperatmg Ohb, so
clearly did the Apostle see that to be the ease
that his heart sank when he found the people of
God again occupied with " ought ¥ ; the law
banging over them, driving them to 'do things
outwardly through fear either that God required
it or that men expected itt; in fear of God amd
fear of men, slavish bomdiage. Yow remember
how the very next letter in our order, that to
the Galatiianss, is directly concerned with that
matter. “Do pou desire again to be in bond-

%' Wee are out of that whole realm where
thimgs are a legal outward system. God has
finidieed with it. He really has finisiestl with it.
In eveyy single one of Paul’s letters, [ believe,
he is saying almost the same thing. You re-
member what he says in Romamns—" Christ is
the end of the law te everyome that believeth ™
(Rom. x. 4). .Ged has moxed away frem that
wholle prenras of 6ur trying to be Fighteous. He
has seftled ri ih Semeene else and
Christ is the end. God has reached IS énd.
Yeg, and human natwie I8 alwaxs t&x'ﬁi*x% te é@a
itself to an end God has already reaeh
has seftled everyfhing in s Son, and now the
Spirit is the pewer of God by \hieh all that is
in Christ is BEi g?@ﬁlii@é iA the saints. God has
feached Hi end, and then He is werking {hat
efd, 56 t0 speak, inte the sainis by MR SpiFit,
not B the ﬁ’t,% &%ﬁﬁ‘: trving 1o Feach the @Hd
alrea ¥-EE§EBBG It is 2 {hind we do Aot eash

ut inte werds; Bui 8ad has moved off the Basls

Bich UF RAtHRS is alwaxs dropping oA 8. WE
are alwaxs trying to de sémething: 604 Has done;
t0 Be sefmething We will never Be, But Which the
Lord Jesus already is; and all that we Gamst
ﬁ%l%ﬁﬁ% i{;?ﬂ%fz Be the £oFd has uiderakal By

It is something like this that is the burden
of 11 Cor. iiii, that it is no longer a ministry
of death but a mimistration of life. ** e Spirit
quickeneth.” We are living ones ; everything
for us is life in the Spirit. We are not in a thing,
we afé not under a certain system, we are right
out in a realm where we are in a river of life,
I am not saying we ought to be; 1 am saying
we afe¢. We have life, we are in the 8pirit. " Ye
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are not in the flesh but in the Spirit..."” (Rom-
viii. 9). If only we could see it, all our fetters
would snap and we would be free : kn Christ we
have been raised out of the ramge of bondage
and the domimation of legalityy; we are free
indeed. “‘IHf ttiee Son shalll medee poon firee, we
shall be free indeed * (Jobn wiii. 36). Im this
connection the word of the Lord over the last
week-end was showing how there are hind-
ram=s to that river of the Spirit in which we
should all be revelling. We should all be revel-
ling in the streams that make glad the city
of God and, beholding thus Hiis glory, we should
be knowing what it is to be changed into that
same image, even as from the Lord the Spirit.

An Aeco Condition of Weakmess
But the word which I believe the Lord would
bring us to-day is weyy briefly just this: What
is the accompaminzenit of a life where the Spirit
is absolutely Lord; or, to put it in another
way, what comes to light in this Epistle as to
accompanyiing conditions” of a life where,
according to the Apustle's own testimony with
regard to this new digspensation, everythin ﬁ
i8 in life and in the Spirit ? Wihat is the mar
in bhis ewn experience of a life under the seve:
reignty ef the Spifit ? We are beihg exereised
iR prayer about that. W& want to know ihe
severeignty of the SpiFit, we want to know the
8 mt as Lord in"owr individual lives and our
life together. WR waht to khew the L8f6§ﬁif§
of the Spifif, where FR dictaies as He wil
%%E‘é BR Breaks g¥&¥¥y Barfier of man's seit:
b, Where the 8 m really a%%ﬁ take thin
s IS BWA Baﬂa aﬁﬁ e are glad 19 wai
Hie do if: YAt a% the acCom ﬂ‘%
ditions mm iﬂ the §8f¥&ﬂ£ 8f the rord sf
B ihe vessel where iHE 3 §8¥SF81§B
ARd Bere We find B8 § Wﬁ \Eerent oM
Burs: The word that sums it am& i§“¥¥%m?és°s“
Oh, how we all used to think that if the Spirit
is sovereign, we should be so strong, we should
be so able to do things, we should be so full of
life that nothing would give us meore joy than
to get up and hold opem-air meetings! That
sort of effervescence! W come to the word
of the Lord, and the actual experiemce is weak-
ness, empfimess, hopilessmecss, that we can de
nothing. Why ? That the exceeding great-
ness of the power may be of God and not @
us. The great obstacle to the Spirit’s sove-
reign working is the strength of our own nature:
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Some of us are only just on the edge of know-
ing that. We do not come as thase who know
a great deal about it, but we do know that wien
we are strong, we are weak ; when we think
we can, we cannot;; when we want to help God,
we hinder Him every time. W& have got up in
the thing and God is out of the thing. Oh, what
a disillusienmment there has ta be in a life before
the Spirit is really having way—tedriffic bresk-
down in every vessel.

That is a good word—veassel. *We have
this treasure in earthen vessels.” Wihat is a
vessel ? A vessel is a receptacle, it is some-
thing which can hold something. You do not
really bother much aboutt what the thing is
like: it is what you want to put into it that
is the chief thing. The Lord needs sumvething.
He needs a vessel in which His glery ean be.
* He is a chosen vessel unto me™ (Aects ix. 15),
a vessel of the treasure, 8 vessel of Hig glory,
semething of whieh the Lerd ean be fully pess-
essed apd in.whieR Hle ean dwell, and wlieh
He weuld Bave iR every disp ﬂ§ﬁl‘i%. Yes;
we have here the vessel of Win gleFy in this
dispensation. I am plad Paw) uses the plural
a4 great deal iA this lefier. He savs, * HaviR
thES PSRISEFY We faint Rot. » i e Rave (i
treasure. ©* The vessel of the pun é e 6f God and
the vessel of the glory of GUY is a &orporate
vessel. < kesentially 1L 15 4 e8rporate veisel Aow.
T Believe Pawl was the servant raiied up a8 &
% edliar {ASEFUment, ang H&% £ord still has Men

B aie Vessels: Bt me §§8 %88& BE;E}P?; His
S2iRty tRRether § g Vessgl: s &
vessel: ARY 1864 SHHH&B s vessel: 1154 e
HSﬂi iH§{ H{ tt IS 4 Means 8f Gad Feal:

w% i, t8 se tg Bs 8 vessel

HSB 8f t 8{¥ ii%. gﬂg’ﬁ( Be %FS%‘ 284 E%?%E@
EB&RE%HQH H 8f§%ﬂ% SRiit F &iiif& {ﬂ—éﬁgﬁ an
9“ } 1S fegpi SHFP&S&F@

8f the & b i Bg t3 %
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Well now, what is the nature of that vessel ?
It is going to be ome in which there is grest
weakress and great break-down of all that
is natural capacity. I am not going to stay
with that, for our time is short, but we will
remember that in every outstandm@ servant
of God through whom the of Ged was
in any way realized, there was a tremendeus
breaking down. Mases was a mam who eeuld
do things for Ged, a mam who had a great deve-
tion to the Lord, and in the longing of his heart
and even in his faithfuliees to the Lord, he s&t
off to serve Him, and it took God ferty vears
to prove to Meses beyond any deubt that he

eould net serve God In himself; ferty vears
ef terrible weakening, weakeﬁmg weskening,
until it has to be God beeause it eannet be #Ay:
ene else. Menrs at the end of that ferty years
is saying, 1 eannot speak, I eanfet ge ! —an
ytter inability in the mmg% ef Ged.:

The Natural Life the Great Hindrance

1 believe the point of this is so importamt.
Wihat is it that is hindering the Lord getting
Hiis own clear way ? It is something of our
own strength in the things of God and if there
is to be a real ground cleared for the Spirit to
be sovereign, your individual experience amd
miitee will be that we are brought up short sgain
and again. You have tried to serve the Lord
and it has been, shall we say, a mess. Why ?
Because your own nature tried to help God.
Oh, it is so wonderful to come acress a life
that has been dealt with very deeply and to
gsee the difference between that and alife where
that emptying and weakening has not taken
place. The life in the earlier stage sees a spiri-
tual need or sees something that is felt to be
of the Lord and before a momemt has past
that life has gone Into it like a flash and star-
ted to help. I must go! I will send them a boolk!
T will do semethimg ! But'nreet a man who has
been Breken i pieers : he sees the need, the des-
perate situatien, and he 1s steady as a rock and
says, UnlRss the Lerd dees that, it is no geed
touching it! Whare Is the fuss? Yes, but
that {s Ret umtil yeu are breken. Those whe
ip some real measwre have ceme to an end of
thensg/Mes knew this beyond deubt, beeause
they have been through lt. Every time they
touthed a Ehmgh it went to pieces. VR sught fe
B2 deing semething ! Ne, just be sure It Is Ged
deing things. Wiere dees Christianity with
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all its doing, get. It is a terrible undeoing, that
is all it is. Yes, witen the work of Ged comes
up, vou and I see it and begin to lay hold of
it in case something goes wrong, put our hand
upomn it. Uzzah died before the Lord. We may
fot physically die, but we do die. It is a smare
for a mamn to devour that which is holy. Qur
greedy little minds and thoughts get on to
he thimgs of God like that: whereas He wants
s te be brought to silence. Then we shall lhear
what the Spirit saye and we shall say, The
Spirit is speaking ; Lerd bring it into real-
isatien ! The Word of God is quite clear en
this i " W& have this treasure In earthen ves:
sels; that the exeeeding greatines of the power
faax- be of Godl and net 6f us. ™

Wedl, if our heart responds to that, let us

ask Him to make us really a vessel of that
kind, not being nervous and feeble and afraid
of ourselves, but being very steady and. say-
ing, Lord, keep me out of it and moxe mc when
you want mc ! To that end it says, * We who
liwe..”” (11 Cor. iv. 11)). Do not let us go athwmut
thinking we are dead; wc live! “W¥e who
live are always delivered unto death for Jesus®
sake.” It is not the death of that Life, it is
the death of this life. Let us live abumdantly
on that Life. “ We the living ones...” Do not
let us be afraid of any human natural dying
as we recognize we are living ones joinmed to
Him whose life is indestructible, but rather
rejoice that because of this we can safely be
handed over to death that the life of Jesus
may be manifested in our mortal ffesth.

CJ.B.H.

The Power of the Spirit in Relation to Prayer

RepanRes : Mark xi. 1-6, 12-14, 20, 13-18; 27-28.
The fact of these three incidents being
brought together has a message, apart from that
which each separate incident may have to say.
Will you observe ome very great difference
between the three ?

In the first, the Lord commanded two of
Hiis disciples to go and bring to Him a colt. All
that He gave them by way of warrant was the
word “ The Lord hath need of him ”, and we
findl in the event that those who had cliarge
of the colt released him at once upon that word.
It was a word of such authority that there
was no question of disobedimmee to it.

In the second incident, the Lord but spoke
a word—no doubt calmly and quietijy—eamd
the fig-tree was withered up at its roots.

But when we come to the third incident,
which we call “ The cleansing of the temple *,
how differemt everything is. On the basis of
the other two incidents, the Lord might bhave
gone in and with a quiet dignity cormmanded
every manm in the place to take out that with
which he was trafficidmg, and we might have
supposed that the authoritative mamnmer in
which He would say it would cause them at
once to depart. But He did not do that; in
this case He used physical violence. He over-
turned the tables of the mormp-chemgess end
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forcibly ejected the traffickers. He would not
suffer that any mam should carry a vessel
through the temple. He did not simply forbid, .
but He hindered by the putting forth of physical
energy. It was one of the veryrare osmmsions
on which we see the Lord in this manmer of
working.

It would suggest, I think, that the partic-
ular factor to be noted in this incident, as
compared with the other two, is not so much
the authority of Hiis word and Person, but
rather the energy whereby the Diwime will is
accomplished ; and, since evermthing that
the Lord did was by the power of the Spirit,
we have here not just a hurman will belng very
energetically put into action, but Dixine ener-
gles brought'te bear upon & situatlen. This is
net semething accomplimied In virtue of an
autherity - but eof dydméc pewer
exérted. Now the Lord"s eharge agaimst these
peeple is this=

(Bt is written. My house shall be called a house
of prayer for all the natioms, but ye have marde
it a den of robbers .

Power in Relation to the Ministry of the House
of God

This putting forth so markedly of Divine

energy, therefore, is with a view to recovering
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the proper and true mimistry of the House of
God and of casting out from it that improper
and impure ministm' which has come in. There
is, of course, a perfectly obvious application
of this incident along the line of God's dealing
with the more evident works of evil whieh have
insinvated themneMes inte His Hoie. We de
net by any theans pass over that as ef little
i , bt our ebjeet at this time s te
drav attentien te a more hidden thought. New,
in its simprst signifieanee, '“prayer for all nat:
jons " elearly implies the eutgeing ef the heart
to Ged en behall of ethers—=tiR whelR diree:
tien of that is eutward and upward. But what
is a robbRI's bushrss ? It is brdinarily te {ake
that whieh belergs te anether and use it A-
lawfully fer himself. Ut is all inward; teward
his ewh enriehment. The esseniial Ministry
of the Hewse of Ged, as the Leord deHned it
here; is ap euigeing mimisiry. T make (He
Heuse 4 den of thiekes is g draw inward: {8
Burasives.

Consider the suggestixerass of those state-
ments. There is all the difference between an
objective and a subjective occupation. We fiind
this in prayer meetings again and again. We
may be either pouring our hearts‘out to God for
Hiis need and for others, or we may pray inward
upon ourselves, occupied with our own case.
The moiehit we begin to do the latter—I spesk,
of eourse, generally ; I do net say that prayer
for eurselves s always a wrong thing—but in
prineiple, the momemt we tuffl inward In that
manmer {pstead of being drawn eut, we are
meving i the direetion of making the Heuse of
Ged 2 place of rebbers.

That is the principle involved ; and in order
to meet such a situation we see the Lord in
action here, not merely giving the word off
authority, but putting forth Diwine energy.

Why is this? Because behind* this whole
matter lies the power of the adwersary, sseling
to frustrate the discharge of that ministry which
the Lord deems to be of supreme importance.
It is natural and eas}' for us to be self-armupied
in spiritual things. It is altogether contrary to
nature and a testimony to the work of the Cross
in us if we can resclutely deny ourselves and
our own affairs and give ourselves to the
mimistry of intercession for others. It is well if
there is found in us a heart attitude that desires
such a ministry, but there is needed more than
merely human resolve to discharge it. How the

Devil fights it! No mere word of authority
brings that conflict to an end, but only the
persistent energizing of the Spirit of God e#n
sustain us in it. Let our own hearts bear witness
to the truth of this—haowr often have we nesded
to be recalled to the higher level, becawss, ewing
to the pressure of our own affairs, we Have
dropped down on to the lower. And the 6ause
of that pressure is not far to seek when we knaw
the selfish character of our own hearts apd the
relentless hatred of the enemy. It s well tha¢
there are available to us resourees greater than
the strength of our own wills.

Now inasmuxth as Satan not only works in
direct opposition to the punmos of God but so
often finds favouralil conditioms in the smints
which facilitate his activities, let us comsider
what these, conditioms may be in regard to the
matter before us. We may state them at once
as lack of vision as to the Divine pumpose, and
lack of assuramee as to our relationship to the
Lord.

If we turn to Matthen's version of this same
incident (Cbap, xxi), we bave this interesting
fact added, that not only did the Lord cast out
those that bought and sold, but also that there
came to the Lord the blind and lame, and He
healed them. Now, in other parts of the Word,
notably in Lwke, on two occasiois when the
Lord is healing people, the word * powerr*
(Greek “ dunamis " ; power, energy) is used.
In Luke v. 17 it is said, “ The power of the Lord
was present to heal ”. Wien the woman
toindieed the hem of Hiis garment (Luke viii. 46)
He sald, "I pereeive that virtue (Ghemis,
E@\u@r) s gone eut of me . 8o that in His

ealing works, it was power—mot authority
alene=thatt wreught.

We have, then, a douthle thought of the exer-
cise of power in associatiom with this incident.
Are we not warranted in suggesting therefrom
that spiritual blintheess and Jemeness may be
causes why the House becomes a dem of rofilsess;
rather tham a house of prayer for all the nations ?

Spiritual Blindness

All prayer, to be effectual, must have an end
in view. What motixes our asking ? Is it our
ewn spiritual welfare, owr church, our work,
pwr ministry, or even that of other mem ? [s it
the need of. human souls that they should be
saved and blessed ? These and other motives
hay have varying degmes of acceptamse with
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the Lord, but are all less than the highest. If

we turn to II Cor. iv. 4 we find the truc key for

all prayer. . ‘

.. “In whom the god of this world hath blinded
the minds of them which believe not, lest
the light of the plorious gospel of Christ,
who is tlie image of God, should shine unto
them.”

‘The glory of Christ "—this is the central
thing : lest it should shine upon men the blind-

ing power of the god of this world is put forth. *

Note that it is not merelyv the glory of Jesus in
sorne limited sense; it is the glory of God’s
Ch-ist, His Anointed One. And we recall that
the ultimate form of His unveiling is that of a
corporate manifestution, Christ in His own, the
Head of the Body and the members of the Body
making up one Anointed Vessel: Christ and
His Church, the sphere and shrine of the Divine
glory, with all the fulness of Divine thought
associated therewith both in time and in
eternity. Thisis the vision resisted by the enemy,
~and this is the vision God would impart (cf.
v Eph. i. 17.23). While that vision holds sway
over the heart and life the prayer stream will
bzdirected accordingly, and * prayver for all the
nations *' will be motived not primarily by the
need of the nations themselves, but by the posi-
tion of the Son in relation to the nations by the
appointment of the Father—the gift to Him of
a people out of the nations (Acts xv. 14) and
His inheritance of the nations (Psa. ii. 8). If
this vision grows dim, there will be a corres-
ponding tendency for our praying to descend
to & lower level and probably to turn in upon
our own persunal need and condition. And
what can sustain the objective vision of the
glory of Christ against the continual efforts of
Satan to veil it but the mighty energies of the
Holy Spirit ? :

Spiritual Lameness ‘

If we now consider the lame, instead of the
blind, whom the Lord healed by His power, we
come to the same conclusion. Lameness speaks
of a halting walk, a faulty progress, an un-
certain tread, inability to stand up and to go
forward strongly. What will make a man spiritu.
elly lame ? We will not stay to do more than
mention the more obvious matter of practical
unrighteousness, trifling with sin, and so on.

This will inevilably impede spiritusl progress.
" But come a little away from the grosser evil.
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The cause of lameness is often lack of assurance
in the Lord, a failure to be clear and sure about
the value of His redeeming work, unsettlement
as to our acceptance with God. All these things
bring in an uncertainty, a wavering, a doubtful.
ness of position. If we nre questioning our real
acceptance with the.Lord, if we are doubtful
and worried over the matter of accusation be-
cause of sin. do we not well know how our whole
position in praver is weakened ? We cannot go
before the Lord with strong assurance and faith
and plead for others. We are all the time won-
dering about ourselves. All prayer turns in
upon our own case. There is the den of robbers
in principle. The House of the Lord in its true
ministry is not functioning at all. How easily
we fall to the lure of introspection, questioning
our standing becpuse of our feclings or our
failings. '

And what lies behind this frequent condition ?
Once again the power of the enemy.” To the
very end of the course he will be found doing
the work of the accuser {7ech. iii. 1 and Rev.
xii. 10), denying the efectiveness of the re-
deeming work of Christ and pressing us to

dwell upon our own condition as sinners before -

God rather than our acceptance as justified
ones in Christ. His efforts in this direction are

mighty and unremitting, and all too often -

successful. What is the antidote ? The still
more powerful work of the Holy Spirit continu.
ally bearing witness in our hearts to the fact of
Christ accepted on high on our bebalf. The
ever present knowledge of Him thus is the way
of escape from introspection and the ground
of all assurance. This is how a lame, uncertain
walk is healed. But there are many lame among
the saints, and they must be healed before they
can render effective ministry in the °‘ house of
prayer for all the nations ",

The Power of the Spirit and the Glory of Christ

All this is very simple in its application. We
both need and should seek and count upon the
energies of God the Spirit much more than we
do. The mere desire, the good intention of our
hearts for this thing, will never, effect it. To
those who are troubled because they feel they
have 'lost out’, who cannot pray, who are
not getting anywhore, whose life in the Lord,
if it be consciously maintained at all, is ounly
maintained secemingly as a stream of ever-
diminishing resource, let this incident bring
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this very simple message. The Lord has Divine
resources and energy in Hiis own being which
He is ready to put forth to meet the need.
What need ? To restore the House of God to its
rightful state and mimistriy.. To turn jour in-
dividual life,and mime into the fruitful direction
which will serve Him. If therefore, our concern
is only that we are feeling so miserafbl and waent
to feel hapypier in thv Lord, wc are not in the
way where thass; energies will operate. But let
us rather say, Lord, here is a poor, feeble life of
which I have, made shipwreck, but it can be
turned in the direction of that ministry which is
represented by these words “ a house of prayer
for all the nations " ; it can become smrviceable
to the eternal punprse ; and I count on Thee to
put forth Diiwime energy to do the thing that
needs doing. And what will be the central thing
the Lord will do ? He will set Christ in glory
before out’ eyes. That will be the direction of
Hiis working. and if we know that, we can surely
co-operate with Him. Our deliveranze from our
unfruitful condition will be occupation with the
glory of Christ, and, by Hiis enabling, a refusal
to be occupied with ourselves.

The glory of Christt—to that the Holy Spirit
ever bears witness. For the makimg real of that
to the hearts and in the experience of the saints
He ever gives Hiimself to the uttermost. There-
fore the whole point of this word is that we re-
cognize the deep need we have of the emergies
of God to operate in order to sustain us in vital

The Nature of Christ’s

Reannnvg : Luke ii. 45-49: John iv. 34; Luke

xal. 49-50; xwmil. 14-15, 19-20.

Thase verses are like the opening of windows
through which we see into the hiddem depths
of what lies withinm, or out from which there
shimes a brilliance of light illuminating the gloom
without. They speak to us of the manmer of
our Lord’s being here in this age. W& meet in
them that wonderful thing about Hiis life that
made men marvel and wonder whe He was. We
mark a kmowkdge of God and an intimacy that
belenged to Himm aleme. He had come forth
from the bosom of the Fatfier: He dwelt in
God and God was in Him, and it is of the fruit

faith relationship to Christ in glogy, arid there-
by to make us fruitful in the House of the Lord.

One final word. Go through the New Testa-

ment and note the association of the thought of
power with glory; eg.

* Strengthened with all power (Gumamis),
according to the might of his gloyy, unto all
patienze and longsuffering with joy " (Cel
i. 11).

“{Ihat he wouid grant you, according to the
riches of his glory, that ye may be strength-
ened with power (dumamiiy) through his
Spirit in the inward mam * (Eph. iii. 16).

You will find glory and power closel linked, the
latter being the outcome of the former, and both
made real to us by the mighty energies of the
Holy Spirit Himmself. Look at'Col. i. 24-28 and
see there all that we have been saying—ihe uf-
veiling of Christ and His memimrs, glery,
energetic working of Divine power IR the
apostle. Thiz same manmer of mitiiel{, in
principle. 18 open to us all, and te it we are
surely all ealled. Shall we not seek the Lard
again, humbly but hepefully, that all that is in
us of blindeess and lameness may be healkd by
the might ef His power ? Wk shall find {he
fhark of His healing power is this, that the
plery of Christ beeomes the eentral thing if ouF
Visien, Feswlting iR an eutgeing ef eur hearss iA
relation therete; and eur eseape frem the &Fip-
pling eeneern for lesser things.: -

Indiweliing in the Saints

of this these verses speak. The secret they point
to is that of the Futther's indwelling. You will
remember how the Lord Hiimself was wont to
refer to this as the explanatiom of His life.
“ Believest thou not that I am in the Father,
and the Father in me ? the words that [ say
unte you I speak not from myself: but the
Fatfier abiding in me doeth His works. Believe
me that I am in the Father and the Fatimr in
me...” [t was that relationship and oneness with
the Father that was the spring ef this deveoted-
fess and this desire. And when we come to that
last passage, or indeed to thase two last passages,
where He speaks of that impending baptism
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and is longing that, the Cross might be am
aecomplished fact, and when He sits at the
Table before the hour of Hiis suffering, what is it
ihat filks Mis heart ? Is it not that Hs is looking
through te the hour when, no longer straitened,
. sheuld beeeme this very same secret in His
8¥H, Wwhe sheuld thus know and love the will of
@od as H[: knew and loved it, and should be
flere ip thiz werld after the same manmer as
Fri: had been ? Is it not that that ammimated
i ? And the Leord has been speaking to one
anew about the meaming of the indwelling of
Hig Sen:

-1 think there is little doubt that very much of
our difficulty, with regard to the whole matter
of doing the will of God, even when we are not
altogether strangers to the indwelling, centres
in the fact that there is somehow such a world,
such a depth, of that energy of nature at work
in us that we come to the vayy fact of the in-
dwelling with our own thoughts about it zmd
take it up in our own wisdom. Wi have to be
made vayy empty and very needy before we can
appreeiate in any real sense what was in the
heart and mind of Ged in the giving of His
Seh te be the very life of Hiis people. And there
in these elesing passages the heart of the Lord
Jesus is full of the Fatirrs thought of this,
and with great lenging He is leeking beyend
the §uﬂ‘@ﬁ?ﬁF of death and the eurse, with all
their terrible meaniip, te the hour when, i
resurreetion, H: sheuld beesme to a peeple, by
s Beifg in them, the seuice of the living kaew-
ledge of God after the mammer ef HiR own
knowRdte of the Fatler, and whereby all the
Fatiers pleaswie and through Him
sheuld be Breught te its fulfss. WR reeall His
8wa werds which Bave sueh ae?m of MeaiiE—

“As the living Father sent me, and I live
beeatisse of the Tatler: 88 fe that eateth

: v.g!%? alse shall live Because of me " (JohA
¥, :

We remember tod' those other verses in John
where He speaks of Hiis coming through the
Spirit.

“ 1 will pray the Fatiler, and he shall give you
anotiher Comforter, that he may be with
you for ever, even the Spirit of truth:
whom the world cannot receive ; for it be-
hoideth him not, neither kmoweth him :
ye know him ; for he abideth with you, amd
shall be im you. I will not leave you desolate :
I come unto you ™ (John xiv. 16-18),
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Amnd Hee says of the fruit of thate—

“In that day ye shall know that I am in
my Father, and ye in me, and I in you ™
(John xiv. 20).

And a little later in the sixteenth chapter He
says,

* A womanm when she ig in travail hath sorrow,
because her hour is come : but when she is
delivered of the child, she reinembereth no
maore the anguish, for the joy that a man is
born into the world. And ye therefore now
have sorrow : but [ wiill see you again, and
your heart shall rejoice, and your joy no one
taketh frem you. And in that day ye Bhsll
ask me Rething ” (margin : " no question )
=John x¥i. 21-23.

Then yet agaih (A verse 26 H> says, “In

that day ye shall ask in my Bame ”.

“ In that day we shall know that I am in my
Fatther, and yein me, and I in you ”. “‘iIn that
daly' ye shall ask me no questiom ". “‘lIm that
day ye shall ask in m}* name *. Clearly some-
thing very full and profound, and very immedi-
ate, was to result from the Cress in the Father's
intentien, and equally clear it is that all was t6
be the fruit of a union of life in Christ. * The
Son of God is come, and hath given us an under-
standing, that we might know him that s true .
Hxw ? By His being in us as the presenes,
power and operation of a new ahd heavealy life.
It s the fruit ef a deep indwelling and an i
working ef-the Lord Jesus Christ as eur life
frem.God and B Bf_iﬁ_%iﬁg% pass the desites of
God if us by HIS Spifit.

Now, that is the simgple fact I want to stress
in these brief moments. This is something we
have to see by the Spirit. It is as working in us
in the power of a new and eternal life that He
bears every responsibility of the way ; that He
works in us every requirement of the Father's
will; that He brings about the end of our own
mistaken and fruitless self-«fftrts and struggles ;
that Hee persists in us, despite all failure on our
part, to bring us to Gods end. The overthrew of
self and the leading of us into a life well-pleasing
unto God are alike Hiis, and all this Hi: does by
Hiis being in us as the power and operation of a
new and heavenly life from God.

But how we think we understamd this in-
dwelling. It is here that we have to bs brought
low and made as little children. Wxe have to give
up the whaole of our restless reasonimg about it
and let God take Hiis wa\ let Hiim confound all
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our own wisdom and ability, all with a view to
our coming to a place of great simplicity with
God, in which we begin' to let the Lord Jesus
be and do all in us through the cternal Spirit,

~Then, to crown all, despite the deep and bitter
work of the Cross that bas to be done in us, His

-

indwelling is to be to us the source of joy that a
no man taketh from us. Above and beyond all
He works, it is He Himself in all that He is,
revealed thus in us, wlo is the abiding occasion
of the joy and rejoicing of our hearts. The Lord
open to us this secret more and more.

K.P.0.

“’[hine is the Kingdom, and the Power, and the Glory”
No. 7.
The Exaltation of the Lord Jesus and Spiritual Fulness

* Thipe is the kinpdom, and the power, and
the glory, for ever ' (Matt. vi. 13).

We have kept closely in relation to that state-
ment the earlier words from chapter iii. con-
cerning our Lord Jesus when coming up out of
the water at His baptism, when the heavens
were opened and the Spirit descended and
lighted upon Him, and the voice from heaven
attested Him the beloved of the Father: and
then immediately, the Spirit having lighted
upon Him, He was led of the Spirit into the
wilderness to be tempted of the Devil, and the
closing words of His conflict with the Devil
were— C

“ Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and
him only shalt thou serve ** (Matt. iv. 10).

We bave noticed the significant thing that
the next reference to the Devil is that where the
Lord teaches His disciples to pray—

“ Deliver us from the evil one: For thine
is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, for ever.” . :

Now we have brought alongside words from
Acts ii. 34-30.

** The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou on
my right hand, till I make thine enemies
the footstool of thy feet. Let all the house
of Israel therefore know assuredly, that
God bath made bim both Lord and Christ,
this Jesus whom ye crucified.”

And, finally, with that we link this passage

from the letter to the Ephesians.

“ ...when he raised him from the dead, and
made him. to sit at his right hand in the
heavenly places, far above all rule, and
authority, and power, and dominion, and
every name that is named, not only in this
world, but also in that which is to come :

and he put all things in subjection under
his feet, and gave him to be head over all
things to the church, which is his lLody,
the fulness of him that flleth all in all
(Eph. i. 20-23).

The Practical Expression of the Lordship of
_ Christ in Relation to Spiritual Fulness

In our previous meditation, we were occupied
with the exaltation of the Lord Jesus as the pre-
eminent work of the Holy Spirit. I am going
on with the next phase of that, in connection
with the throne, namely, the Holy Spirit and
spiritual power and fulness ; for this exaltation
of the Lord Jesus, this throne position of His
far above sll rule and authority and every name,
is bound up inseparably with spiritual power and
fulness in the life of the people of God. We can
only speak of power and fulness, so far as the
individual believer is concerned, in a com-
parative way.; that is, power and fulness in the
complete sense relates to the Church, and we
can only know power and fulness in a measure
individually. But the principle applies to both
the individual and the Church, the principle,
that is, of the absolute Lordship and Headship
of the Lord Jesus.

So then, we have to see in the first place that
the Lordship, the exsaltation, of the Lord Jesus
governs the whole matter of spiritual power
and spiritual fulness. Fulness is always in rela.
tion to the throne and fulness is only known as
what is meant by the throne is pre-eminent.
The Holy Spirit has written this truth deeply in
tbe history of the Old Testament, and now, with
the light that we have in the New, we are able
to discern it very clearly throughout the Qld
Testament story. It may be belpful to us once
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more to note it in one or two Old Testement
illustrations.

The Truth Exemylified in Israel s History
- In our previous meditation we refenmedi to
tbe truth as illustrated in the case of Israel,
when i the land after crossing Jordam, and mow
the further phase of the truth can also be seen
i that cenmeetion, in that Israel, while being
in the land where all the fulmess was, and while
it was a land flowingg with milk and honey,
enly experiericed fulmess as their own in
propertion to the establishment of the testi-
momy of the Lord"s sovereignty. The}' did not
eome immnrdiately and automatiizally into the
enjeyment of the fulires. Thel~ were in the
fealfn where It was, in the realm of every
spifitual bl@§SiﬁF in the heavedlrs in type, butall:
theugh it was all there they were fiet enjeyingit,
exeep t just in se far as they, by definite exereise
and §‘ﬂiﬂwal aetivity, ma 8 the great faedef the
Lord ‘ssoversigniy ah actuality en the spet. That
is &8 very imperiant thing te remember. ThHey
had &8 %_é A, aRd Reif geing R was a matter
of coRGTRSL, aRA tReif CONQURSE Was A matter
8 Bm iis% abiplue EQrdship t6 Bear wpeA
SQE § 28% Baze, €3Ch heW SiyaL6A:
i 1 g F gﬁ A that SH’ESE §8¥Ef

I 81‘
g@sa Wl e &
681 8g HQW frde E

Wa3 £g
several iﬂiﬁ% &3 8f thelf Ei%iﬂ% the Sppasi
You know the tragedy of Ai, for instance.
There were two things in the tragedy of Ai.
There was an Achamn. But he is only’' one of
the causes of the tragedy. The attherr—and
this is so elementary and so welltkinoowm—was
the fact that they said, “Widll, only a few of
us need go up agaimst Al Aiis nothing like
the propesition that Jericho was, and does
not need a whole force to go up against it.
Just a few of us can go up, and we shall easily
take Ai"™ In thus acting they were tak-
ing the sovereimty of God unto themselves
and not recognizing that whatexer the pro-
pesitien was, great or small, it still required the
Lord and that, apart frem the Lerd, xﬁ@ttliiﬂg
was pessible. It requires the severeigmty of
the Lerd te deal with the whole thing.
Then agaim there was the case of the Gibeon-
ites. The secret of the Gibeonite is this, that
the Gibcomites eliminate the element of ¢on-

quest. They compromiised, they came deceit-
fully, and they succeeded in shelving the whole
idea of battle and got the clders of Israel act-
ing in this matter as though it did not require
any battle at all. This thing could be dealt with
without any fightt ! The Gibeomites sueossded
in ruling out that element of conquest, and in
doing that in effect ruled out the Lordship ef
the Lord, because this whole thing had te be
taken by conquest. It was only another swbtle
form of undercutting the abselute Lerdship
of the Lord, and you see it in the faet that the
elders of Israel did not refer the matter t8 the
Lord. They simply dealt with it tthemselves
“ off thelf ewn bat ", ag we say, and put the
Lord's Lordship on ene side. Thab is just what
the enemy is always eut te de, subtly ef eﬁ.
Iy in seme way te eliminate this mighw %
that Has i8 Be registered. Veil, that BF
Eﬁ@l inte limitation again. Yeu have SHW

ng 8h £8 the Besk af Juriges t6 diseaver What
that meant for 1srasl

Later as you know, they began to tire of con-
quest and to slacken, their pace and their ener-
gies, and the idea of conquest dropped into
the background. Some came to Joshua at one
time and said they were a great people and
asked him for a certain part of the lend, hill
country and forest country, and Joshua said,
' Well, prove your greathees by conRLY.
They wanted it by gift and net by coviguest.
Joshua, typieal of the energy of the Holy Spirit,
says that the only way of knowing fulirss is
by bringing the seversigmty, the autherity of
the throne to bear upon the situatien e swbdue
it. He has put all things in subjeetien wnder
His feet, and the Lord will net eountenanee
anything that is net being made subjeet. Yni:
versal subjeetien : e eom i, he leagues
and ne aeeeptin wunsaﬁ §abgeeﬁmg te the
Lord. You see the prineiple at work. 88 {hsy
failed to eome inte the abselute MuRRIS of e
land Beeause they failed in the matter 8f the
Lotdship of Jehevall, and the prieiple is well
illustrated there fof us iA ihe spifitual fife.
mg%% is Bound dp with the threne all ¢he

"Dastid and Saul
There are other illustrations in the Old Testa-
ment. We referred in our previous meditation
to David as anointed, and what the amointing
means as to the throne that the amointing
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is essentially bound up with the throne, points
on to the throne. And now in this comnection
we have Saul. Saul was anointed, but Saul never
came to fulmess. He was only king in any real
sense for three jamrs out of the forty for which
he held the name of king, and after three years,
in whieh he certiwimly did not come to fulness,
beeause he vielated the ebject of the anointing,
he lest evervtthing and it pawed over to David.
Saul is a ter¥ible tragedy. Amointed unte ful-
Aess ; but fulirss is Beund up with the threne,
absplute derainien. Now, the Lerd tested him.
‘ @o, smite Amalek. That is what yeu are
aneinted for. There is seme ether thing here
Belding sway. There is anether pewer whieh
is against the Divine throne, another erder
of things in existenee. G and smite AmalRk :
that is what yeu are aneinted for; te establish
the threne ef the Lerd above every sther pewer”.
But Saul eempromied in the smiting of Amalek,
vielated the very abject of the anpintihg #nd
18t the fulirss; 1t passed i Pavid. The #Agint:
ing esming t8 Pavid and the ansinting bein

gbserved if all its impliications By Pavid Browgh

David right through 18 fulkras as it is displaked
in Selemon. Why 3 Betaunk the anointing for
Pavid meant the §ﬂB§%S£iﬁga of every hostile
thing. Oh, 8 the Heht Rand and on the 1&f(,
if all direetions; Pavid suBdwes—Wife Kingshy

= B comes £8 fulhess: Prato Hhat he was aAGiAt:

Elijah and Elisha

Again, take the case of Elijah and Blisha." I
think Elijah and Blisha fit into the last verse
of the first chapter of Hnss—*...gave
him to be head over all things to the church,
which is his body, the fulmess of him that fillé¢h
all in all”. Eljah is the head and Elisha is
the body. Elijah, the anointed head (for, al-
though there was no recorded act of anoimting
of Elijah, he undoubtedly had the'Spirit) goes
to heaven and BElisha, who succeeds him on the
earth, standing in relation te him as the Chureh
stands in relation to Christ in heaven, is anein-
ted. Hlisha is the only prephet ef whom it is
recorded that he was anointed. There is the
anointed one on the earth. You see the two sides.
In Elijah you have pewer : In Biisha you have
fulmess, Blisha was the fultess of Elijah. A
doublle portion of his spirit; * the fulirss eof
him that filleth all in all " In type. Power @nd
fulmess by the anointing,
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But look at the direction in which the anoint-
ing is operating through these men. You will
sec how the anointing is operating on Mount
Carmel. There is another hierarch):, anether
sgsteam, which bas risen against the sovereigmtv
of Jehovah, and, on Carmel, Elijah fights eut
that battle for the rights of God. It is the throne
of the Lord that is in view. That is fought eut
and then Elisha follows on; and is he net all
the time having to deal with the matter ef the
kingdom ? Wkell, power and fulirss are the
work of the Hooly Spirit, but en the greund
that the throme is established.

The Case of Amarias and Sapphira .

We pass away from the Old Testament and
oome into the New, and the thing is so patent
there that it hardly needs pointing out. You
take a case like that of Amamias and Sepphira.
Now, Amaniias and Sapphira strive to get fulness
by violating the Holy Ghost. That was the
the charge, that Satan had fillel their heart to
lie to the Holy Gheost. They tried to stand
possessed of something, of fulmess, by violating
the Holy Spirit, and in effect that was cousiter
ing the great testimony that has just been given
under the Holy Ghost's mighty energies @nd
directions as to the absolute Lordship of Jesis

*Christ. Jesus Christ is Lord ! * Ged hath made

hifa Lord and Christ.” That is the Holy Ghest's
testimeny en the day of Penteeost. The others
eofhe under that and aeeept that, moxe ifite
that, and they knew spirifual fulirss. Ananias
and Sapphita vielate the Holy Ghosts meve:
ment ifl relation te the throne; t6 the Lerdship
of Jesus Christ, thinking te have semething in
that wai. Wt Rappens ? They lese exeis
thing. Yowu ean enly have fulwrss aleng the life
pf the absslute Lordship of Jesus Christ. That
{8 what if means:

Well now, that truth need not be much more
fully opened up or argued. ¥You and I have to
recognize it as something which has been
established all the way through by God. It is
written through the whole of the-Scriptures that
spiritual power and spiritual fulness are not
bound up with receiving the Holy Spirit as
such. It is in that, but that is not it in itself.
You see, wo concentrate upon either receiving
the Holy Spirit or being filled with the Spirit
or having a baptism of the Spirit, and we think
that is power and fuimess. In a sense that is
quite true ; but we hawe to see the meanimg of
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the Holy Spirit. Tt is not just that we receive
the Spirit or are filled with the Spirit. It is
what the Holy Spirit means by filling us: and
what does He mean ? He means the establish-

ment of the absolute Lordship of Jesus Chrisit’

iA us. We cannot have the real value without
the real meaning. That is why it is so necessmry
that, to know the power and fulmss of the
Spirit, there should be an utter emptying and
Br-eakiﬂ%aevm of everything in us to make wal
for the Lordship ef Jesus Christ.

Now, before 1 pass on, have we grasped this
faet, that our spintual enlargement, our spiritual
inerease, our spiritual wealth, our spiritual
fulmess and spiritual power is not a matter of
gifts as such ? It is a matter of the Lord Jesus
being really and truly Lord within and through-

out in every patt.

The Amvimted Mimistries of Prophet, Priest
and King

The Lord Jesus embodites and embraces the
great threefold function of Prophet, Priest and
Kiing, and in what that means He has tp be
established in us in the power of the Holy
Ghost. You see, the Prophet, the Priest and the
Kiing were anointed mimistries, and, as we know
quite well, God has never been interested in just
having certain offices here on the earth saxmongst
men. God does not play like that, having a set
of prophets, a set of priests and a set of kings, as
though it were a game:. Ged s A6t interested
in that serf of thing. Ne, Ged has great spirifual
prineiples 1A view all the time, and: those whe
went by those names in the Old Temment
embedied semething ef 2 heavenly theught, and
that heavenly theught is gathered up iA £he
Lord Jesus, and it is all iA the aneinting, it is
all By the Holy Spifit. Thed as Head, avbhodVviA
hose things, e Ras 8 £6mMe upon the Ghwr
f&g{‘{% EHurch has to esMe under the value of

Now, what are the values ? What is the value
of an anointed prophet ¥ Well, just this. The
anointed prophet is the mam who has the sancti-
fied mind, who can say, “ We have the mind of
Christ ”. The prophet stood for the mind of
God in a day when men had lost the way,
when the mind of God was not mppreieamnded.
He was the embodimenit of the mind of God for
his day by the Spirit. The Spirit came upon the
prophets and they knew the mind of' the Lord
for the day ; they had, as differimg from all the

other minds around them, a sanctified mind
That is to say, by the Spirit, their mind came
under the government of God.

The priestt: what is he in spiritual principle ?
He is the mam of the sanctified heart. He has
to do with, and only with, the question of in-
ward holimess, righteousness. That is the priest's
function ; the mam who represents the sanc-
tified heart by the Holy Spirit. Tn a day when
all around was corrupt, the priesthood, when
it was according to God‘s mind, was a thing
which stood for holimess, for righteousness,
in the midst of corruption.

The king: he is the one who, by the znoin-
ting, represents the sanctified will* to execute,
to do, to govern, to rule, to have things done.
The sanctified will is what the king represents
when really under the anointing, and it was
in respect of this very thing that Saul violated
his anointing. He had a will of his own. David
on the other hand was a mam who willed one
will with his God, a mamn after God’s own heart
who would do all Hiis pleasure. That is a king
in principle. He dos according te God's mind.

All that is gathered up in the Lord Jesus.
He has the mind of the Father. He has the
heart that is free from all the cormuptiom snd
taint of self-interestt and worldly interestt;
a heart that is purein the sense thatitis 65ly set
upon the delight of the Father. He has the
will of God which He has come te de, the
sanctified will. He is Prophet, Priest and King
in the embodiment of all the spiritual prinei:
ples thereof by the aneinting. This eonstitutes
spiritual ministry you see; and the CRureh,
the memiwrs of Christ's Bedy, eoming wnder
His absolute Lordship éam enly funetien as,
by the Holy Ghest, they have ke sanetified
mind, the sanectified heart, the sanetified will.
That means just this, that Your will.and yeur
ind and yeuf hear have been Breken:. That is
t8 §ay, your reasening as severeign has been de:
throned; yeur desifing as geverning has Besn
dethroned ; Yeur €hessing, ¥Bur defil; as {he
geverning thing in veur 1ife Has Been aBssluiely
shattered and laid ip the dust, apd HiS MiAg;
His Reart, Hig win, is esiablished By the Hely
Ghest in ¥ed. TURRSS €0Mmes that way . You &A
Rever kiew fhe fulness of the Lard's {heughis
el¥ as ¥our Bwh thoughts have BeeR sef 4side;
and that means the § ¥§f.§;€m§§ 8f %B% LA
You ean never know the fuINess of the ord's
desires and pUTMRRRs BAl¥ 83 YBUF SWH Have
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been set aside. Yom cecin never know tlie will
of Giod in fulmess, all that glorious will, good,
acceptaille and perfect, until you have presemtted
yourself -@ living sacrifice, wholly acceptmble,
fet being conformed to this world, but trans-
fermed by the renewing of your mind. That
simply means .that His will has taken the as-
eefideney over your will. That is the way of
fulness.” So all the time it is the matter of the
Lordship of Jesus Christ which governs our
power in life, spiritual power, and our fulness.

The True Nature of Spiritual Service

Now before we close, a little word further
in one other connection ; for, as this matter
of the thronme governs power and fulmess, so it
governs the matter of service. What is service
to the Lord in the highest sense ? Oh, if only
the Lord’s people could see this, if it could get
into them, it would make such a lot of
difference; for I think the majority of the
Lord’s people have the idea that Christian
service.is represented by the nuhiler of things
you are doing for.the Lord, the amount of werk
as work that you are deing: hew many seuls
you speak to about salvation, ef how fhany you
Jead to the Lord, how neeny meetings you #d:
dress and messages you give, and all that sert
of thing. I afh net saying that is het the Lerd’s
work, but I am sa3ing that that may be mMueh
less than the serviee the Lord is really after
and it is preving te be §6 I every insfanee.
If we state pesifively what serviee is in its
Righest expression, we ean see evervthing else
in the light ef it. YR seree the wd mest and
SusrERbly I am%ﬂag the Lurgekip of CHisht to
men. Until the Lordship 6f Christ has really
Been effested in lives there is geing te be limi-
atien in thewe lives; even though they may
Be saved. Beloved, there is far, faF mere bownd
HE; with the Lordship ef Ehrist in a life ¢han
fHere is iR that one just Being saved frem hell
and from sif; and Aet uniil that Lardship of
ERFist s esfablished in the whohe life of the
child of E6od, does the Divine puie really
Beeome served. So that servies; in the fullest
§ERSE, 15 BouMd u? With the throne. 1f is the
throne that Bas 18 Be served; net medn. TAis
HEARS one oF twe {hings:

Such Service Alone Possible through the Holy
Spirit

This necessitates the Holy Spirit. If it is

the Holy Spirit’s pre-eminent object and work
to establish the absolute exaltation of the
Lord Jesus in this umiverse everywhere, then
the Holy Spirit is required for this work, and
you know it. If you have a uvattle over the
qustion of sin and salvation, as very often yey
do, you will have an infinitelly greater battle
over the Lordship of Jesus Christ in the life=
the absolute Lordship. But you kpew this
is true. Yom can get any numiiser ef Christian
people to listen to you if you are talking sbeut
the ordinary and accepted and general ideas
of Christian senvice ; but begin te talk*te them
about the absolute Lordship ef Jesus ChHrist
and see what you get. It s not sueh easy geing.
They have ne interest in that. It s a faet,
and fer this work nething less than the pewer
of the Hely Ghest is neeessary. I believe hat
is the geiﬁt where peeple have missed the way.
Everybedy is prepared te guote Aets {. &=
* Yo shall receive power, when the Holy Spirit
is come updm yeu ™. They will ge sil—+and
$& shall Be my witiaes Both 1R Jerusalem;
and A all Judhea and Samaria and At the
uttermest part of the sarth. » But what dges
that mean With regard i the Majerty of %%ara’i
Wedl, in the Arst place, of course MG IS the
feat werd | 1t is something i Have ig fesl,
B experience. Of epurse We all adiit fxTé
aekno that it is 2 matier 8f the HBIY
SpiFE, power By the H%lév Spirt. What {Hen
8f the Fesulf 7 Well, we sHall Be witpasses:
What does that mean 7 We shall gg it and
reach the B3Rl Pogs it meaf that 7 It
aY- MeaR that, mark yad;, But that is Agt
the ful) meanne of if: “ Yo sHall B Wiln%ses
WAt Me: Yohat WaS he WAURRSS Lhey Bare
ih 8%‘8?‘ place 7 Jesds GHHSt IS EoFd ! THS
Jeslis B% BY meh a8 &
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So it is A work of the Spirit ; it is only by the
Spirit that it can be done. "

Such Bervice Involves in Bitterest Conflict

Then of course, ag I have said already, this
matter more than anything else involves in
conflict. 1f you or 1 are really out in the testi-
mony, not to Jesus es Saviour only, but to
Jesus as Lord, as sovercign Head, the absolute
Lordship of Jesus Christ, if we are out in that
testimony, we are out in the fiercest conflict.
It is true. It explains a good deal. You may
meet ‘some conflict when vou are out in the
matter of soul-winning and you do, because
the enemy sces quite clearly what that may
lead to: for, in God’s purpose, it is never in-
tended to stay there. men and women are
saved from bell and sin, it represents, in the
first place, a translation from bhis kingdom
into another, and he knows what that por-
tends, Satan always takes full account of the
Significance of any step, but when you go on
right to the full end and bring the full end in
view immediately into the situation—the Lord.
ship of Jesus Christ—ah then you are in the
- fight, then it is warfare indeed. You are anocin-
ted to that battle, and you know it. We said
in our previous meditation that, immediately
the anointing came on the Lord Jesus, the
Deril came out of hiding. There is this fact that
we had better take full account of &t once
and reckon with, that, when the Lordship of
Jesus Christ comes right clearly into view,
what will follow inevitably is the drawing out
of all the power of Satan, and that under God’s
own act. ‘

Let us illustrate. Go back to Egypt' with
Israel. Here, in type, is the kingdom, the power
and the glory in view, bound up with Jsrael,
and Moses stands in Egypt with the challenge
in the authority of the one who is T Am,who
is Lord Jehovah. It is the question of who the
Lord is, who Jehovab is. JIs Jehovah Lord ?
Moses stands there to say, ' Yes, Jehovah js
supreme Lord'. Yery well, the cballerge is
-presented, the challenge of the Lordship of
Jchovah. The testimony is brought in by Moscs.
What is the result ? Steadily, steadily, with
ever increaing strength, the powers of evil
come out until the last drop of Satanic power,
of evil resource, is exhausted. God exhausts
the store of antagonism. For what purpose ?
To show who is invincible ; and you ean never

prove who is invincible until you have exhaus.
ted all the resource on the side of your oppon.
ent. We are hearing in these days claims to
be invincible. All right, that is to be put to
the test. 1t will never be proved if any resource
remains unused at the end. VWhen God heas
finished, He will say ‘Now, you have used your
last ounce of power and you are broken. Who
is ipvincible 7' So, in Egypt, God had to draw
out Pharaoh’s power to the last degree to prove
that He was Lord: otherwise it would still
have been an open question. Oh, it is a terri.
ble thought, but that is how it is going to be.

It must be like that. Satan is going to be
drawn out, extended to his last ounce. It is a
terrible thing, but that is what the Word re-
veals, that when Satan is at Jast cast down it
will be because he has not anotber card to play,
another shot to fire, another resource to drew
upon : he is exbausted. Ah, who will be in-
vincible then? The Lord will stand possessed
of many resources then. But the point, you see,
is that, when you come into the conflict of
the sovereignty of the throne, you may expect
to be launched into a fight in which Satan is
going to be fully extended, and you will meet
the full force of Satanic power. That is why you
must have the anointing, for only the Holy
Ghost has the power equal to that or superior
to thet. But it is true that, once you get on
the line of the throne, you are on the line of
intensive conflict. T do not want to dishearten
vou, but you are not going to have an easier
time. There is going to be no let up in this
battle. But let us lift up our eves to the end.
Though to-day msy seem intolerable, almost
unbearable, let us lift up our eyes. We are
with the invincible Lord, whose invincibility
is going to be established over all the powers
of the enemy to the last drop. But it is conflict,
and when it comes to seeking to bring the Lord's
own children into the fulness of Christ, which
is really by way of the absolute Lordship of
Christ, then it is battle all the way along, with
increasing flereeness and intensity.

The Lordship of Christ the Key to Recovery and
. Enlargement
50 we see that it is the throne always that
goverps the matter of service, service in the
full sensc, and that can be proved in many ways
You bave only to take up the letters of the New
I'estament, and in so many of them you find
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situations and things which, in their arising,
bave brought limitation amongst the Lord's
children, which have stood atbwart the path
of their spiritual progress, which have weakened
them in the way, which have challenged the Di-
vine end in them, and wherever and whenever
vou find something like that, you find that the
letter is written to meet that situation with a
note of the Lordship of Jesus Christ.

Is it Romans ! Has the law come in there,
the law as the way of righteousness, standing
across the path of progress into that full right.
eousness of God ? Well, what is the difficulry ?
It is just stated in these words—'' They ...go-
ing about to establish their own righteousness,
have not subjected themselves unto the right.
eousness of God " (x. 3), What is this ? This
is something that has got up, that is not of
God. You will go on with Romans and you find
you will never come into fulness until you have
presented vourself a living sacrifice, which,
in & word, is subjection.

Pass from Romans to Corinthians, and the
limitation, the hindrance, the ecircumseribing
there, is so patent. To meet it, *‘ Jesus Christ,
and him crucified " (11 Cor. ii.2). * We preach...
Christ Jesus as Lord " (11 Cor. iv. 5}—the
Lordship of Jesus Cbrist. For them, that meant
their going down into death, the letting go of
all the “1". This one says, and.that ope, and
another | Jesus Christ and Him crucified means

the end of all that: and now Jesus Christ is
Lord,

You find it 50 all the way. Is it Galatians ?
Well, there again, something has come in to
interrupt the course. “ Ye were running well ;
who did hinder yvou...” {Gal.v. 7); an inter-
ruption again, bringing into limitation. What
is the appeal, the basis of deliverance 1 “ T have |
been crucified with Christ.” His Lordship is
my deliverance from every limitation.

Philippians: here too something has come
in to interrupt, and we find strained relation-
ships, broken fcllowship. What is the ground
of appeal here? * He emptied himself...be-
coming obedient even unto death, yea, the
death of the cross. VWherefore also God highly
exalted bim, and gave him the name which is
above every name.”" The exaltation of the Lord
Jesus through humility is presented to them.

In the Hebrews, it is the old story again.
They have been brought back, brought down
from the heavenlies to the earthlies, to tradi-
tional religion again. Howisthesituationmet ?
“Of the Son he saith, Thr throne, O God, is
for ever and ever ” (Heb i. 8). He is introduced
as the King supreme: and so the prineiple
is found everywhere.

The way of fulness, the way of power, the
way right to God's end is only onthe ground
of Christ being Lord in every part and in every-
thing. T A.§
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Dr. F. B. Meyper and the Fuller Message of the Cross

§mni vears aan on the slopes off the Milvern Hills
i AR int3rval of a corfeenedic Dr. Myveor and 1 sat
talking oW iliv full ¥ m =iz of the Orox (that is,
ABt juGt i avaamian forsin. but the setting awide
of the en‘ire tritural mm in order to give full plheee
i8 the Rikén Christ, and tliTrefore brincine those
ieayifiisd with Oftlkt ™ into thy victory of Christ
gveF the §w F and authority of the forext of evil).
At th2éps #oot a beid tillkwh it wis nowrmmy to g,
DF. M-¥f <ild two tlings: the first was. " My
brather, if | had ray tia! owm agiin and knew what
1 kiow now.1 should make this nay miin note oft
emphasis: for I s that this is what my brethren
feed mibre thin anvthim? els= . TIli? other thing that
e siid WAS truly eharacteristic of this b2lewed servant
of @dl: " How I wish that we could stay here flor
hewis te diausx thia matter. but we must go. How.
ever, dear fmaN. meet me at the middle East gate of
the New Rl and we will have a three hundred
¥ears' ehat™™

At another conference in connection with this
message the following is the gist of Dr. Meyer's
addness.

After som? references to the Convention, Dr. Meyer
said, “ It seems to me. without throwing any slight
upon previous teaching, that all that previous tesching
has been leading the Church up to a newvlevel on my
favourite spiral staircase : and that, as faras I know,
we are permitted to stand upon the last round in that
gtairease; as far as the Church has reached iit.

You mwst not for a momemt, when yow have
realized that—amd I say it again because I want to
emphasise it—you must nott throw any slur or dis-
credit upon what the Holy Spirit may have taught us
in the past. Lt is necessary nott to contradict truth
wo have known in the past, but to listen to the com-
plementary truth—the truth on the other side. We
are so in the habit of exaggeration, that we go from
one side of truth to the other : but alll progmss is by
extreres. Nowvit seems to me, that God is indicating
to u< a now line of advanr:. and that we arc more
and mete clearly realizing the direction that advance
is to take.

You realize that alll the history of the Church has
been preparatory to this. Think of the wonderful
firstt ien Coumcilk; of the Church, that dealt with the
natmre of Christ, and exposed the heresies of the
Church, and compedlled the Coumgiils w> lay down the
great doctrines off our Saviowrs nature. When that
¥nw all setltadi, and these t<n Coumgiils weme a thing of
the past, there cam-tlie time of the Reformation,
when the great doctrine wias Inid off justificatiom hy
faith. Andithen eame Zinzendorf, and the Moravians,
and the Wusleys. teaching the power of the Holy
Ghort. andl the neeessit v of the new birth. Then onme
the Mildmay Conference, with its teiichiiw largely at
that time, of the Second Advent, upom which Mildimay
laid s maach stress. Then eamy* Keswirk, with its
teaching on the indwelline life, and off identitication

a8

with Christ in death, resurredtiom and glory. along the
lilety of eons?cration, with its surrender to Jesus
Christ.

Now there is a further advamee before us.that has
b2 anticipated by a great deal of working alll round,
It is a very remarkable fuct at this time, that there
never was more spiritualism outside the Church of
Christ tham to-day. Then there is the outhreak of
“Thrgurs'”. which may be the soul-iwitation of a
spiritual fact, 1 do not dispute. hut ihirre are many
soul-imitations on the lower part of our nature ;: and
the air has b-eerse full of exciterment along these
different lines. Andl ittdoessaam that £l tihed i indicates
thiit the Chureh is belng called on te anether level.
Ve all adeit that the Chureth has been flightig on tep
lew a level, when she has been ealled eut te light on
the spiritual level.

Now chis advauce is going to be a much more
terrific affair than anything of the past. Forif Jesus
Christ will lead us into this conflict. we are not going
to have an easy time of it in our owm personal life.
We shall have to take a great deal of eare how we
talk about one another. The Devil is going to attack
us all round by bringing divisions, and yew may
depend upom it that spiritual diffieulties threugh
which we are going to pass, camonly be evefeome by a
Baptism of the Holy Spirit beyend anxthing we have
ever knewn.

I cannot exaggerate the i mportance of such a move-
ment as this, and 1 do want to say to myself, things
have gott to be disentangled. If you are going to takke
part in this, you aregoing to have a figihit—be sure of
that ; and be sure that Satan will comm: in, in our
relations with one another. That is absolutely so;
and it is equally sure that the world outside will very
mucth misinterpret an attitude like that I am fore-
shadowimg. The Lord sweat blood in His conflict in
Guttsrminw:, and there is no doubt there i? ™ bloody
sweat " when peoplie come into the hour and the power
of darkmess.

I sz these things from my heart, and 1 am begin-
ning to see things as I never saw them before. You
young mimisters. J would give a good deal to be back
where yow are. 1 canmot get back. I am so glad 1
am not so old, but that I am going to have a share
in this ; but yow young fellows : crowd all sail, roale:
tii« most off this. You aregoing to lead the :advanee,
and mind yow get hold off ii right, mind yow are hum-
ble, and that yow don't give the Devil a ehance.

It seems to me that the teaching which has laid
stress upom the triumph of Christ over the Kvil
One, bus ledi us so absolutely to believe in thai
triumph, as being ffimishedl fam ever, that we hunt:. imed
suficertlyy idanilfitidd oursticre witth  th>  triimpipk of
Cisis’ in our attitude agaimst evil spirits. Thin i
to say, we have so entirely handed over the eoutlivil
t¢i our Saviour, tim: thew has not beem thi- iidentii-
ticattion of our owm persomality with Christ in Mi<
victory over the power of evil : and tliut if tip-re i>

(coneludbd?l nn peiyw: A'S)
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God’'s Spiritual House
No. &
* Over All—Failth," and a Final Considbration

Rrapnve : Eze. nliiil. 1-2, 46, 7; Eph.i.12; {ii. 21 ;
v.28-27 ; Col. 1. 27 ; I Pet. iv. 14 ; Heb. x. 37-39 ;
xi. 1.

In these meditations, we have been looking at some
of the majjor features of God’s spiritual house in which
we who are the Lord’s are living stones. We have been
seeking to see what our being living parts of a spiritual
house means, and there are two things which memin
for this present time, which we trust the Lord will en-
able us to say. Ome is something which governs all
these matters, and the other is the finall feature of this
spiritual house. I put it in that way because I think it
will be most helpful to deal with these rewiming
matters in that order, and the one will lead quite
naturll} to the other as you will see,

This thing which goverms all the features, the
spiritual featumes, of this spiritual house of God is
faith.

Faith in Relation to
(i) The exaltation of the Lord Jesus

The first feature which we considered was that this
spiritual house, of which we are a living part if we are
in Christ, stands for the setting forth in a living way
of the exaltation of the Lord Jesus. We saw how that
was the first great note in the Churafi% history on tthe
day of Pentecost.

“Qad hath made him both Lord and Christ, this
Jesus whom ye crucified ” (Acts ii.. 8li).

“ Being at tlie right hand of God exalted...he Hetin
poured forth this, which yec scc and hear ™
(Acts ii.. 33).

It was a glorious expressiom of, and testimony to, the
exaltation of the Lord Jesus, andl the Chureh is eon-
stituted for that pumase:, to maimtain that, not fimatly
as a part of its doctrine, but as being in itself tlie living

exhibit thereof throughout the dispensation and to
hold that testimony in a living way right to the end.

But we shall find that, in that matter, as in all the
others, it very soon becomes a question of a living
faith. It was not that so mmch on the day of Pentecost.
The Spirit came, and filled them that had believed,
baptized them within and without, and in that mighty
tidall-wawe of the Spirit it was not diffieultt for them to
proclaim and give expression to the exaltation of the
Lord Jesus. And that is true in principle, altihough
perhaps not in the same outward way, in the case of
every child of God, when they first come into a living
union with the Lord Jesus. It is not difficult at that
time for us to proclaim, and by our very faces to
announce, that Jesus is exalted, Jesus is Lord, Jesus
lives, That is our first note of testimony when we
receive the Spirit. It is the first thing whieh ®xpresses
itself in a bellever. But we all have lived to know that
it 1s net always as easy as that. It does net wlhways
eeine as spentaneousiiyds that. We move inte a time
when, while the faet remaims, we have to held en te the
faet in sheer and grim faith. We have to answer (e
appareih eontradietions to the fact with an aftesietion
er faith ; fer things rise up and there Is a mightx re:
aetion of the enamy to eur testimeny and {8 OYF

sitien, and we have te held the pesitien in BHlind
aith : pet in feeling faith. net in seeing faidh, but in
eald, blind faith we have te mainkaiih 8uUF pasitien that
Jesus js Lord, Jesus s exalted, Jesus s 8A the threne ;
and it is enly by faith being put ferth in the faet that
we win threugh, and that testimeny becemes a pewer:
ful thing In aur deliveramee. in eur very life.

So faith goverms this matter, and we shall find that,
as we got nearer to the end. the challlemge: to the Lord-
ship, the exaltation, the Kingship, the centmanament
of the Lord Jesus will become intenselv severe. It will
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be a bitter challenge and there will Le a shiuation in
which nothing but just faith, naked faith, on the part
of God's elect, will keep them standing in the good of
that troth, that Jesus Christ, after all, has the reins of
government in His hands. 1{ one thing is true about
overcomers who do overcome, it is that they overcome
by reason of faith ; and faith is faith. So let us not,
after all that we have heard and all that in which we
have gloried, expeet that this is going to be anything
other than a testimony in faith. 1t is not goingto bea
life of knowing by every evidence, by every proof, by
every sign, by cvery sensation, that Jesus is reigning
without any question at all. It is not going to be like
that. Do not expect that it is going 1o be like that.
The Word of God makes it very clear that it is not the
case. Mark the context, for example, of the verses we
read from Hebrews x.
“ For xet u very little while,
He that cometh shall come, and shall not tarry.
But my righteous one shall live by faith.”

(i) Ministering Unto the Lord

Then ‘we spoke about another feature of this
spititual house, that it is in existence to minister to
God’'s satisfaction and pleasure. That is a very nice
idea ! Tt is a very pleasant thought, & very beautiful
thing, to think of being in existence to minister to
God’s pleasure, to God's satisfaction, to God's glory,
and perhaps again at the outset we feel it is not such a
big proposition. When we are in those first days of the
blossom of spiritual experience, we think that the
Lord-is very well p]easecf and happy about us, and we
are very happy with the Lord, and it is all right, the
Lord is getting something. Itisnot sodifficult to think
about this matter of ministering to the Lord’s good
pleasure. But we discover again that, as the Lord’s,
wz are led out into the wilderness. There is a side of

our being which has to be dealt with, that side which -

has been in the habit of having the upper hand, of
having the pre-cminence, of doing all the dicteting and
the governing, and tlat hLas to be put down and
another side, namely, that which is of the Lord, has to
be brought up, and we come into that realm of which
the Apostle speaks—*" The flesh lusteth apgainst the
Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh ; for these are
contrary the one to the other ™ {Gal. v. 17). There is
something going on in us and when we get out there in
that wilderness and are in the deep realities of trial,
the demincd on faith is no light thing. I am thinking
of Isruel’s forty vears in the wilderness while the Lord
was dealing with them alung the line of discipline, to
bring thetn to that aspect of the Cruss as represented
Ly the Jurdan, where it iz no longer just a matrer of
their being justificd by fuitly, but of being delivered
from themselves by faith ;. and that required u great
exercise of fuith when the Jordun overfowed all jts
bauks., But it wuas in the wilderness, and it isin the
wilderness that we, under the bund of the Lord, are
brought 1o understand that no flesh can glory in His
presence : thatinus, that is. in our flesh, no good 1hing
dwelleth, and we have to have thut brought home to
us 80 that it is not just n theory, but a desperate and

—— e A

iwwiul reality. So we ery, " Ob wretehed wan that 1 i—
am ! "

At such a time you bhave great quostions as to
whether there is any ministry to the glory and pleasure
of God. 1t seems anxthing but that! And yet, be.
loved, when we are going through all that under the
hand of God, out there in the wilderness, the very fact
that we repose faith in the Lord to perfeet that which
concerneth us, to carry through that which He has
commenced unto the day of Jesus Clirist, is something
which very much ministers to God's pleasure and
satisfaction. Just picture it in its figurative setting
with Israel in the wilderness. There was the Taber-
nacle in the midst, and there was God right in that
Tabernacle in the Most Holy Place in the Shekinah
glory. He was there all the time in the Shekinahglory
inside, but on the outside, well, it was a wilderness all
right, and there were those horribly ugly covers of the
Tabernacle and the glory was hidden. All the beauty
was concealed and the outer covers were anything but
beautiful and glorious, and the Lord’s people were
having a very trying time, But at any moment, in the
darkest day, the most diffieult hour, when things
seemed to be 'most hopeless, at any moment had you
looked inside, the glory was to be found there, and
it was just a matter of their faith, If they took the
appearances as the criterion, they could say, Oh, wu
cannot see the Lord . evervthing looks very uninter.
esting and anything but glorious and the situationisa
very delporable one and all this that we are going
through and all this lack of sight with regard to the
Lord’s presence—mwell, there is nothing in it ! We give
it up! Again and again in the New Testament, the
Lord comes back upon that to warn the Church
against such an attitude. “ They could not enter in
because of unbelief "’ (Heb. iii. 19). And their un-
belief worked in this way, * Is the Lord among us or
not ? " That was the thing that upset the Lord so
much that He refused to allow that generation to go
into the land. They asked the ultimate question. s
the Lord among us or not ?

Why did tbey ask that ? Because of appearanees
and difficulties. The glory was veiled, and it was only
at rare intervals that the glory was displaved. For the
greater part, the glory was not seen. Ab, what then of
that word, Christ in you, the hope of glory! Now,
that is the word the Apostle by the Spirit addresses
to the Church, in the Chureli’s time of difficulty,
adversity, discipline, trial, of going through things,
and he says, in effeer, * Al yes, that is how itison the
outsitle, that is how it is in the macter of circum.
stances. but Christ in vou is the bope of glory ™: and
hope that is seen is not hope, Even thisis a mateer
of faith. We do not always feel Christ in us, We do
not {ive every moment in the consciousness that the
Lord is inside : but He is, as truly as the Shekinah
glory was there within the Most Holy Pluce when
there was nothing on the outside to evidence i1, At
any moment vou would have beet able ta prove it
could vuu have locked within  Sois it with the Lord's
spiritual house, whose house are we. He is there and
you have to take wn attitude towards this outside
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situation by which tle Lord is bringing us into a new
realm, a new position, that.affter all, it is not the ulti-
mate thing, the pre-@minent thing : the Lord Himself
has said, * 1 will never leave thee “. Faith laving hold
ef that when it seems there is nothing whatever that
sentributes to the Lord’s glory and satisfaction in us,
faith laying hold of the faithfwlress of God and trusst-
ing Him {6 earry His work in us through to per.
festien, is itself a ministration to God's pleasure.

You sec that by the contrary. How displeassd God
was with that generation. Of them He said, They
shall not enter into My rest. Wy was He displeased ?
Because they did not trust Him to get them through.
They surrendered to the appearamoes of thimgs in their
own lives,

(in) Mimistering to the Life of Others

Then the third thing we spoke about was that the
€hurch is here as a spiritual house for the punpose of
ministering to the life of others, of the Lord’s peaple,
and here the same principle holds good. 1t is such a
good idea, it is such a fine thougfht : mimistering to the
life of others, that is splendid ! If only that can be,
well, it is a great thing to mimister to the life of others,
and the very suggestion makes us rise up and fee]
better. But you remember what the Apostle Paul
said : *~ Death worketh in us, but life in you ™ (II Cor.
iv. 12). You see, it is Gideon's fleece all over agasin,
wrung eut. dried, and all around wet, and our minis-
tering to the life of ethers Is like that very often. We
are just as dry as dry bemes, wruhg eut. We are net
eonseiews ef Being full of life and mimistering life te
ethers, and yet it is eften just then that ethers de
reeeive semethiny. and that Is te the glory of Ged. O,
we said, we never theught there eould be any blessing
in id! YWell, the Lerd was net Jesting our flesh glory in
the giving ef life te ethers, but they were getting it.

Yom see, it is agaim a matter of faith. De not think
that this ministering to the life of others is always
going to be somethimg of winch we are conscious, that
we are just full and overflowing with life, and people
are getting it. 1 think more often tham not it is the
other way round. For us it-is a grim holding on to God
in faith and others are getting the blessing and we arc
amazanl. It can bo so. Hawe faith then : fulfil your
ministry in faith.

* He that, goeth forth and weopeth. bearing |presious

seed,
Shaill douthtkss come again with rejoicing. tringing
his sheaves with lhiim."
(Pea  exxvi. &)

Weepibrr but in Faith The reward of failh is a great
" dull it lless ™.

(iv) A Local Corporate Representation of Christ

Then our fourth feature of the spiritual house was
that it is here to he a local corporate Fepreusnsstion
of the Lord Jesux. We meditated upon that word of
His, " WHem: twi: or thmee are gathered together in
ray name, there am I in the midst of them ™ ((Wmtt,
xviiii. 2(), and! dwelly upon it as a statememt pointing
om feo the fieat truth of tlie Hody of Clitist. that,

wherever there are two or thiree memttans of His Body,
that is & represwitation and expression of Christ in
that place.

But I again see that so often this is only made good
by faith. " WHwre two or three are gatirered together
in my name, there am 1 in the midst “"—hut faith has
to Fise up very strongly and very deliberately and lay
hold of that. Yow see, you may be two or thres
gathered somewherns, but there may be nothing whait:
ever of an expression and manifestation of the pre:
sence of Christ. Yow have to come together {n faith.
You have to stand together in faith. You have e put
your feet squarely upon His assurance and deelare
yourself as resting upon that assurame, and as we take
hold of the truth that where the Body is the Lord s,
it is then that the thing becomes a reality. We do net
make it a reality by faith, but we bring out the reslity
by faith. The Lord looks for a definite standing wpen
these things and an assertion of faith. W are here ;
yes, but we are not here just as two or three gathered
in the name of Jesus in a passive way. There will be
no expression of the Lord’s preseniee wirn: things are
like that. W come together in faith and we stand in
faith that there is going to be an expressien of he Lerd
bv our very being here ; and, unkas we eome tegether
like that, it will be but a congregatien, a serviee, a
comimg and going. Wihen we come tegether in a living
way with a living faith, it is net an addrss we Rave
eofne to listen to. but we have eome definitely 18 meet
with the Lord, and the Lord has assured us that, as we
are gathered together in Hiis name, we shall meet Him.
If that is our spirit, our attitude; there will Be some:
thing of a living expression of the Lerd. Fajth is 2
great faetor in the matter of eorperate life te make its
valirs regl. I eanmot go furiher tham that.

(v) Testimony to the Overthrow of Satan

The fifth feature was that this spiritual house is herc
to testify in a Jiving way to the overthrow of Satan.
Well, that is a fact ; Satan has been overthrown by
Christ. So far as the Lord Jesus is concerned, the
overthrow of Satan has been accomplafiad and
established, and on the day of Pemtacestt there was ne
difficulty in their believing it. enjoying it and pro-
glaiming it. But they lived to sec other days when it
was not just like that. They lived to see days when it
seerord that Satan was anythimg but overthrewn, any.
thing But depesed. They saw him apparentix doifg
just as he wanted te do. having it all hiz owp Way.
They gaw him bringinv te death their fellew.belipveks
and eslieagurs in ministry. They saw {he Favages of
the Pevil 6n the Fight hane and gn the [eft. PRes this
Mean that the thing they enee said &9 strendx fnd
\¢ith sueh eenvietion s no langer {Fue and they were
mistaken even then ? Net at all | This matier has €8
Beeome a matter of the faith of the Lerd's jzraple.
The overthrew of Satan, sa far as {his werld i3 €on:
gerned. is a matier of the militank faith of {he Chyreh.

1 simply draw from Ephesians this. When the
Apostlle has told us of all the armowr that we are to
putt on in thiis spirituail warfaie: againstt the Wiliesodft bh
Devdl. he says. Now above all take the shield of fuith.
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Qur English language is poor in expressing what Paul
said. Paul did not say “ abowe all " in the sense in
whieh we should mean it. He said, Now over all take
the big shield of faith. As you know, the Roman
legions had more than one kind of shield. They had
the little round shield, which was only for the pro-
taction of the face and head agaimst arrows and darts.
But then they had the big shield, which could shield
them cempletely, and often an army mamdled into
battle with it over them. As they put the big shields
side by slde, it was like forming a solid mail roof.
They mareird under ¢, the big shield being over every:
thing, eevering evervihing. All else requires this one
thing. All else may yield, prove insufficient. With
everyihing, ever and abowe evenvthing—faith! It
fequires the milltant faith of the Church to bring
abput here what Christ has brought about in
heaven, namely, the overthrow of the Evil
One, 1t is by faith now that Satan is everthrown, s6
far as the Chureh Is eoneerned, and so far as things
here are eeneerned. But of esurse, sur faith Is net in
semething whieh is geing te be, it is 1A somalhing
whieh already i§; namelx,, CRFiSt's vietory.

(iv) Present Testimony to the Comimg Day of Glory

Now I come to the last thing, which has not been
mentioned. The final feature of this spiritual house,
which comes up with the passages we have read, is
that the spiritual house, the Church, is here in the
light of the coming day of the fulness of glory, to stznd
in the light of that, to receive upon itselff the light off
that, and to reflect the light of that day that is comiig.

In Ezekiel's Temple, you notice how we read that,
after all those goings in and out and round about and
through and up and down, at last the mam led him s
the way of the gate which is toward the east and to-
ward the glory. The east is the sunrise, the new day,
and it is by that way that the fulness of the glory
comes in. The house, you sec, stands right in the way
of tle= comimg glory. It is there with its face toward
the sunrise, toward the glory. That is the type in
Ezekiel, but we have many other passages.

* We should be unto the praise of his glony.’" That
is the Church in Ejpiesions. But there is this passage
in Hebrews

" For yet a very little while,

He that cometh shall come, and shall not tarry,
But my righteous one shall live by faith...
. Now faith is assuramwe: of things hoped for,
a conviction of things not swen!”
Here, you see, it is a standimg by faith in the light of
that glorious hoygee, that blessed hope, and knowing in
the heart the assuranua: of that umseem glory. We are
here as the: Lord’s house to be a present testimony to
the coming day of glory. But that is not testimony in
word, in doctrine : it is to be in life, in realitty. But
that can only be in a spiritual way, and therefore it
can only be along the line of faith. We have to
appredhend] the day of the Lord, the day of glory, the
coming of the Lord in glory ; we have to wpprehend
that in a spiritual way. ‘There are a lot of people who
are apprehending it in a prophbetical way, but 1 deo not

always find that the study’ of prophecy resultsin glory.
I find very often that it results in a good deal of death
and confusion and it is not all prophetical stndents
who are living in the glory of the coming day. They
arc living in the belief of it, in the argument about it,
but not in the glory of it. It is no mere doctrinal or
mental apprebension of that great truth that will bring
the glory of it into our lives, but a spiritual appre-
hension.

I used to study prophecy a good deal, and the book
of the Revelation had a very prominent place in it.
But the more ] studied it, the more confused ¥ got, the
more difficulties I found. It did not get me through
very far to glory. But then the Lord gave me a ¢clue
and showed me the spiritual primciples lying behind
the book of the Rewvelation, and I was able to appre-
hend that book in a spiritual way. I do not mean that
1 spiritualized ewenytirimg, but I was able to sgpprehiend
it in a spiritual way. The cloud was lifted and there
was life.

Take this matter of the coming of the Lord; amd,
of course, that is the coming of the Lord in glory, when
He shall come in the clouds of glory, when He shall
come to be glorified in His saints—tihe coming in by
the east of the glory of the Lord. Hawe you noticed
that in any time in the dispensatiom when spiritual
people have been gathered together and in their
gathering together have been speakimg or singing of
the coming of the Lord, how spontarsuuslly the glery
rises and comes in ? Hawe you notieed that ? Newt, 1
do not believe that is merely psychologieal, and I do
not believe it is because we are all thinking of eur-
selves and of how great a day It will be when we are
delivered from all our bonds. 1 believe rather this
rising of glory is in spite of a very great deal. W% have
lived long enough, most of us, to know many people
who believed ferventlly and said with emphasis that
the Lord was coming in their lifetime and they weuld
be raptured, and they have been In their graves fef
years, That is enough to turn you away frem the whele
subjeet and say, W& have heard that befere! 1t is
enough te put yeu ameng these seeffers ef whem
Peter writes, who say, " Wheie is the promine of his
eoming ? for, from the day that the fathers fell aslesp,
all things eentinwe as they were frem the Beginning of
the ereetion ” (11 Pet. iii. 4). You fax take that atti:
tude, If you like ; but it is in spite ef all that that,
when yeu esntemplhie the esming of the Lord, some:
thing gets the bettor af yeur mentality, Yeur argu:
menis, and all that Bad histery, and veu find the gisry
fising. 1t ig 88, in §Pu@ of it all: Why-jgit 7 1t was &8
at the beginning er the Chureh dispensation, and it
has Been 6 iA every a%% i yet the Hely Spirit kinew
at the beginwing that the Lord's eeming would not be
for a eouple of thousandl years, at any rate. But never:
thrlkss there has been this spentaresmiss breaking out
of real joy and glory at any momemt when spiritual
people have been dwelling upem the comimg of the
Lord. Why is it ? Beeause the Haly Spirit does not
live in time at all, He does not belong to time. The
Holy Spirit, is outside of time and He already has the
end with Him and He is the Spirit of the end, and when
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we really get into the Spirit we are in the Haoly Spirit's
end, If we dwell in the mind—oh, this reasoning line
of things l—out of the Spirit, there is no joy. But
when we let go and we are in the Spirit, we find our.
sclves with the Holy Spirit right at the end. We are
outside of time, we are in the glury already in fore-
shadowing. The Holy Spirit is timeless and you get
outside of time and you have evervthing; vou have
vour finality, yvour fulness. Thus, when John was in
the Spirit in the isle of 'atmes, hie got right through
1o the end of things very quickly, the thing which we
in tizre have not reached yot. That iz what 1 mean by
apprehending this matter spiritually.  Beware of
apprebending propheey as & memal thing. The Holy
Spirit in vou in & living way will liring vou into the
good of things. Thus by the Spirit to-day we should
stand with the light of the glorious fuluess of the day
of the Lord. We should be hese as a testimony, net to
prophetic things, not Lo teaching or doctrine about the
Second Advent and all the problems connected there-
with, but to the spiritual meaning of that, What is
it ? VWhy, that is the end to which God has been

working right through the centuries, the one thing
upon which His heart isg set, in which He kas Hig satis-
faction, His glory, His praise, His Tulness, and the
Holy Spirit isalways there to make good something of
that when we dwell upon it. He is there (o be to us
“the earnest of our inheritance ', and to make us
know it is a matter of faith, afrer all.

We do nat always feel the glory of the coming of the
Lord, we are not always living in the bright shining of
that day, but " faith is the substunce of things hoped
for, the proving of things not seen ™, and when we let
go our arguinents and got into the Spiric, that is, get
really inta felivwship with the Holy Spirit, the weight
of those argumients disappears, all the sceming con-
tradictions in histery go out, The glory of the Lord
comes in by the gate which is toward the east.

“Yet a very litile while,

He that cometh shall corae, and shall not tarry.
But my righteons one shall live Ly faish.”

The Lord then strengiben aur faith and keew our
hearts in fuith.

T.A-8.

“A Greater Than Jonah”

REeapING : Matt. xii, 381,

Just 2 little thought concerning that last phrase—
" A preater than Jonah is here . When the Lord
passes on to speak of Solomon, it is easier for us to
understand His making a comparison of Himsell with
Solomon. He says, speaking of bim, the most glorious
king that Israel ever bad, ‘* A greater than Solomon is
here . As it were, to, them on earth there was no
greater than Solomon : he was the greatest. Thus the
Lord mede reference to Himself in these terms that
He far surpessed their greatest man. Well, that is easy
for us to understand. But wby should the Lord say
He is greater than Jonah, for Jonah is by no means the
greatest of the Hebrew prophets. There hardly seems
1o be any reason, any object in making a comparison.
1f the Lord bad spoken of Daniel with his wisdom, of
Jeremiah with his passion, of Isajah with his vision,
hiad spoken of the greatest of the Hebrew propbets and
then said, But a greater than Daniel, a greater than
Jeremish, a greater than Isaiah is here, well, there
would seem to be point in the comparison. Bui why
agreater than Jonah ? Evervone of the other propbets
wure greater than Jonah. It seems to be that bie is the
least of the lesser prophets, hardly worthy to be called
a prophet. Why does the Lord make this comparison

- uf Himsell as being greater thau Jonal ¢

The Point of Comparison
 Surcly, us we see by the context, He is not speaking
m this case of the personal character or worth or being
of Jouah at all, not even of his ministry. He is speak-
mg of that whiel marks out Jonah from all others of
the praphet sas a man who had an experience. Jonah,

without dying, tasted death. Some people even think
be did die. I believe there is reason in the Scripture for
admitting that as a possibility at least, that it was
even to the extinction of bis life that he went down
into the depths. At any rate, he went as near death
as man could go. He went into the experience of
death, when, as it were, be knew death, tasted the
bitterness of death : and vet he was raised from the
dead. It seems to me that the comparison that the
Lord is making with Himself iz not that He isa greater
man than Jonah, but that His wes a greater resur.
rection than Jonah's: and that is saying a good deal,
for Jonah bad, or was going to have, no ordinary
death. Jonah's pusition, as b himself deseribes it in
bis prophecy, was of the most hopeless kind that could
beimagined ; castinto the very depths with the weeds
wrapped around his bead, the earth with her bars
closing upen him for evér. What a death Jonah was
dying ! Into what depths was he plunged ! How hope-
less, absolutely hopcless, was his state! Yet God
raiscd him from the dead ; he was brought up from
that position.

The Judgment of Jonah

And what added to the hopelessness of his condition
wes that he was not like Jeremiah, a man cast ioto a
pit out of faithfulness to the Lord, sufiering for the
Lord’s sake. Then he might bave had o ray of bope
even in the darkest of dark nights: that, since he had
sought to be for Ged, God would do sowetbing for bim,
however hopeless it seemed.  But even that ray of
light was denied him, for be was where he was by bis
own fault. a man cast into the lowest depths of for-
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P%a.vea ki 0i abstruction. Why ? Because be was
a man who was rebelliing against God ; not just in the
unrealized kind of way that men in generai rebel,
but rebelling against the light, rebelling against his
knowdledge of God. He was doutils-dyed in his sin be-
cause he knew God and ought to have obeyed him.
But with that knowledge—may, in spite of that know-
ledge, in- the face of that kmmbd@e sinning aginst
the lignt, he chase a path in a directly oppesite direc-
tion from the will of God, and as a rebel he was
apprefirmtiet and as a rebel cast into the depths of the
sea. God cast him there. It was not ultimately the
men, the sailors, it was not an accident, death did not
evertake him ; he was condemmzd to die. It was a
judgmrent from God. He himself says,

“Thou hadst cast me into the deep, in the midst
of the seas ; and the floods compassed] me aomtt:
all thy billows and thy wawes passed over me.*

Because of the greatmess of his offence against God,
the depth of his guilt in rebelling against the Lord,
God cast him into the depths, and from Jomah’s own
mouth came the confession, both to the sailors amd
also in his prayer, that, having ever regarded lying
vanities he had forsaken his own mercy, and he was
where he was because he deserved to be there. Well,

if ever a mam was in a hopsless position, Jonah was i
It was not just a person that had died that meeded
raising from the dead. That is a hard enough thing.

This was a mam caught in the very act of the most
flageant rebellion against God and cast into the despest
deptibs, as it were beyond the normal depth that earth
has to offer as a grave, to the very deptis of the sea,
the very lowest possible place, cast there by the
decree of God ; which Jonah himself had to mmgxme
tobea rlghteous judgment. A hopwlas position ; and
yet God raised him up. Salvation is of the Lord | The
most hoywikess, rebellious sinner, condemmstl by God
Himsszlf, admitting the rightoouseas and justice of
his state, without a hope, without a plea, with no soul
to pray for him, from the depths somehow crying to
God in Hiis holy temple, and God raised him from the
dead. That was a wonderful resurrection, a marvellous
:iesurrect:on, even though acturilly, mayﬂfb he did net

ie

The Judgment and Resumrection of the Son
of Man

Now the Lord Jesus says, “ A greater than Jonah is
here . The Son of mam is also to be buried in the
earth 1 But, you say, look at the difference ! Jonah
was a rebel, a sinmer ; the Som-of mam is One always
doing the Fathmr% wullll No, the Lord does not §@Vg
My resurrection is going to be less tham Jomah's, but 8
greater one. How can that be unkes He be in a more
hopelkss position, unlkes Hiis state be mere parlous,
unkss there be no pessiblle ehanee in the realm of
things human or legal by whieh He ean ever emerge
agaim to see the ligint: and that was the case, for the
Lord Jesus died a death as a greater rebel than Jenah,
a greater sinner, mere justly eondemirdl even than
Jonah. Oh, net for His ewn sake we kpew. Hew
willing wag He te run in the way of the DivdinR €8t~
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mandmrriss. But He bore our sin, and the death ﬂimﬁjd
He died in one sense had no relatxonshxp to Himmself*
and Hiis own position before the Father, but it was the 4
Bamtence of death uponm the concentrated spirit ofj
rebellion found in the sons of mem sinning against-
light, sinning wilfully, sinning persistently, and be- -
cause of their sin—hecasse of His sin ¥ no, because of
our sin, their.sin laid upon Him—He died a greater
death than Jonah. He was cast into a. more awful
death than ever was Jonah : and God cast Him there,
The Divine judgment came upom Him because of
rebellion, because of wickedmess, and He, as Jonah,
consented in Hiis heart that God was deing the right
thing ; He yielded to that judgmemt. It was a right
thing that He should be cast into depths far worse than
ever Jonah was in, a more hogelkes pesition, with a far
greater weight of sin laid upon Him. And the greater
than Jonah is here, because, being raised from a
greater depth, His was a greater resurreetion.

1 wonder whether you see the point # The Lord
Jesus raised from the dead is a wonder of the grace of
God. It is a marxellous demonstration of the mercy of
God, for He is our substitute and died in our stead,
and by all the normal line of things legal that dezth
was to have been the end of the human race. But by a
mighty resurrection was He raised ; meroy triumph-
ing together with righteausress raised Christ from the
dead. It is a greater resurrection ; and that is ever
our comfort, because we are not loeking for the kind
of resurrection that Jonah had : we are rejeieing in the
resurrection that the Lord Jesus had.

The Import of Christ's Resurrection

Now, sometines we feel, Well, I am a terrible
sinner, I am a hopslss person, what can happen to
me ? If only God would do somethimg for me, do the
sort of thing He did for Jonah, in spite of his sinfulness,
in spite of his hopalkssnss, in spite of his rebellion, in
spite of everything, taking him up again, as it were,
and lifting him eut of the treugh inte whieh he tkd
eome by his ewn fault. The Leord has dene something
even better than that for us! He has raised Jesus
Christ frem the dead. It is a grea{er reSUFFEStON. 214,
fif we ave EWiskrs, it is euy reswrrstidon. YVith 3|l QuF
guilt, with all eur helpRasirss, with all sur stafulpess,
with all that we are laid upeh Him, the Lerd Jesus
went dewn inte the grave ; But, s6 pFeat is the ﬁewsr
of God and s8 WwonAeFful the meFey 8f Bad, LNl &ve
with all that upem Him. He raised Him [FO/M the (‘ﬁ%?&
and when He rose; we Fose: 88 that W Rave HBH

as |t were, wishing that é% é¥ 8 &W&t} fH

eXtragrdinary toF fs, as He 4
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reeen in Him. God has done the thing i the great in.
rlusive resurrection of the sinning rebellious human
race has taken place in the person of Jesus Christ, and
it is for us to rejoice that it is ours, to claim it and 10

The Normal

No. @

scek by faith to have the gaod of it wrought inus.
’\in\ the Lord write if in our hearts—the power of
the greater than Jonah who is in us.
HF.

Christian Life

AT

The Christian Pathway

KEADING : Romans viii. $.9: John iii. 6 Phil. §ii

3-4.

During these days we have touched on four main
points, and all four are related to the Cross. No one
can really live the Christian life till these four points

have been touched by the Cross. Let us mention
them again. (1) Our sins. No one can br: a Christian
whose sinsg have not been dealt with. - Praise the
Lord ! our sins have been dealt with by His death.
His blood has ¢leansed us from every sin. (2} Our-
selves. Not only has the Lord dealt with our sins,
but also with our old man, It is possible to be a
Christian without seeing that fact, but it is only
possihle to be a very miserable Christian. The Blcad
had dealt with our sins: the Cross has dealt with
ourselves. (3) Our wills, The will has also been dealt
with by the Cross, and once we definitely aceept tbat,
in an act of ungualified surrender to the Lord, our
position is that of those who no longer have any will
of their own but are willing for Him to work cut His
will in them. No man can live a true Christian life
who seeks to retain his own will. (¥} Our natural
life. The Lord by His Cross has also dealt with our
carnal powers to serve Him. Those powers arc dealt
with by the Cross till we reach a point where we dare
not trust ourseclves at all, but acknowledge we can
do nothing whatever to please God. These four points
are fundamental, and we cannot live the normal
Christian life without secing them, and scving them
experimentally.

But after we have entered into this life we shall
have to walk the Christian pathway. What does it
mean to walk 7 Just to take onc step ufter another.
Walking suggests somcthing progressive.  Paul says,
“ Who walk not after the ﬂcah but after the Spirit

{Rom. viii, 4).

What the Flesh Is

What is the flesh 7 We must understand thac, if
we are to know a walk in the Spirit. The word in the
original means the fleshly part of our baly.  Huot
what is flesh afier all 7 The Lord Jiesus gives an
example in John il G, That which is born of the
Hesh is flesh 70 I we would know what is of the flesh,
we only need ask whether or not it s born of 1he
flesh, Lvervtlung thar comes fram the tHesl however
gowd, s flesh, The gquestion is not whether n thing is
gowtd or bond o the question s whenee it comes. The
whole gnestion of Hesh bs decided Dy origin,

We know we have all been born of the flesh @ there-
fore we need new birth. Anything which dees not
come by new Lirth, but cemes by natural birthis
flesh. That statement is not very palatable, but. it is
true,

Here is a delightfully good natured man, with a
clear Lrain, splendid managing powers end sound

. judgment. In our hearts we say, If tLat man could
be a Christian, what an asset he would be tothe chureh !
If only he were the Lord’s, what a Jot it would mean
to His cause ! But think for a moment. Where does
that man’s good nature come from ? Wherc do those
splendid managing powers and that sound judgment
come from ? Not from new birth, for he is not born
again vet. All he possesses is ﬁesh for he got it by
his first birth ; and all that comes b}' the first birth
will only bring glorv to man, not to Ged. The trouble
with many Christians is this, that thexr have never
passed judgment on the fiesh. They think the flesh
can be utilized in the serviee of Ged.
eloquent, we put him on the platform, without asking
where he stands in relation to spiritual things. We
rejoice in his natural powers, forgetting that all

that is born of the flesh is flesh and must go to the

Cross.

Many a onc who formerly used his brain power to
study geography, history or mathcmatics now uses
that same power to study the Word of God. A man
who in days past used his analytical powers 1o study
science, now uscs them to study theolegy., There is a
change of subjeet, but no change of power ; thereisa
change of interest, but no change of energy. It was
natural energy before, and it is natural energy still,
There is no diffierence in the energy cmployed ; the
only difference iz in the channel into which it is
directed. Formerly it was direcled to sceular things
now it is directed to spiritual things., It is still the
same man who is doing the work, and it is still the
same powers thiat are being used.

What Powers are You Employing ¢
The question God is asking of ux is not, what are
vou doing. but what power are you emp loving to do
it 7 We think linle of the souree of our evnergy, and
much of the vnd to whieh it is direeted. We reason
that the end justifies the means ;s that if the end ia

right. the means doex not matier. But God bas s

Divine end in view, sl He demands that Divige

menns beoused o st 1. Nothinge of the flesh ean
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build up anything in the Spirit. Nothing of Adam
can be brought into Christ. We need not only a
change of object, but a change of power to attain
that object. Our Lord said, * 1 can of myself do
nothing “ (John v. 19). Kvcn the Som of Ged was
the source of nothing : the Father was the source of
all things. Now just here comes the question of walk.
A true Christian walk inveives a continual nenoumcing
of self, and an utter dependence upom God. Qur
attitude at all times mast be. Lord, 1 can do nothing
of myselff; I trust Thee by Thy Spirit to bring me
through.

Let n« illustrate. Mr. A, is a very good speaker. He
can talk fiwentliy and most convincingly on any subject.
but he is a very bad manager. Mr. B. is a poor spenker;
he cannot express himself at all, but goes round and
round his subject, never coming to the point. But he
is a splendid mamnager, most competemt in all usiness
mattewrs., Both get converted and both become earnest
Christians. I callon Mr. A and invite him to speak at a
conference. Thereafter I call on Mr. B. with the same
request. Now what will bappen ? I have asked the
self-same thing of both men. but who do you think
will pray the harder ? Certainly Mr. B. Why ? Be-
cause he is no speaker. In the matter of speaking he
has no resources of his own to dependl upon. He will
pray, Lord, if you do net give me power, I cannot do
this. Of course Mr. A. will pray too, but not ag ear-
nestly as Mr. B., for in the matter of speakimg he has
something in the flesh upon whieh to reby.

Do you see now what the flesh is ? Anything we can
do of ourselves is flesih. Anything we have in ourselves
is fliesth. All our natural ability, all our natural assets,
all we are in ourselves : that is fésdn.

Now, suppose instead of asking Mr. A. and Mr. B. to
speak, I ask them to take charge of the practical side
of affairs at the conference. What will happen ? The
position will be exactly reversed. Now it will be Mr.
A.'s turn to pray hard, for he knows full well that he
has no organizing ability. Mr. B. of course, will pray
too, but not so bard ; for though he knews his need of
the Lord, he is not nearly as conscious of need in busi-
ness matters as Mr. A. Do you see here the difference
between what is of the flesh and what of the Spirit ?
All we have by nature is of the filadh, W% can test it
in this way. Anything we eéan do without prayer, with-
out dependenee upon Ged, that mwst be the fledh.
Alas! we think se very highly ef the flesh. How we
envy our neighbewr who is sueh a good speaker. How
we wish we eould speak like hifa. Othens possess gifts
which we think weuld be an even greater asset te us in
oulr service for Ged, and we deplere suf laek of nefural
talents.

Natural Emdommesrtt Confers No Adwvamtage for a
Life in the Spirit

But we are all wrong in our reasoning, for every
Christian must begin at zero. Wa must never think
anyene: has an advantage over us through that which
he possessed before conversion. No, all that is born of
the flesh is fiedh. God will transfer nothing from the
old creation to the new. The Cross is the greatest
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leveller in the universe. The Cross brings everyong
zero. It brings the whole of mankimd to a new be-
ning. The difference between a Christian who
gresses quickly and one who progmases slowly is in *
faith and obedienz of the former, never in amvihis
he possesses by nature. Wk who have no speg:
natural powers are at no disadvareye: compared with-
others, for we all start from the same point. In ﬁaﬂéé
we have natural gifts and powers we are very hafdis
eapped, for we have to repudiate it all. The less W3
have in the flesh the better.

The Divine Choice and the Reason for it -

“* But God chose the foolish things of the world, thaty
He might put to shame them that are wise ; and God*
chose the weak things of the world, that He might put®
to shame the things that arc strong; and the bass$
things of the world, and the things that are despised,=
did God choose, yea and the thimgs that are not, that'’s
He might bring to nought the things that are: thatf
no flesh should glory before God ™ (I Clr. i. 27-29)/%
There are many thimgs too strong and too impesing *
for God to use. He not only chowsre weak things, but
things “ whieh are net . Paull was at a loss {6 know
hev to define the things Ged uses, seeing that seme-of
ther are-s6 heprlessly weak, so wretehedly poer, and
s6 utterly insignifieant. The most satisfactery way he
eould deseribe them was te eall them " the things that
are et . If we beleng te that elass, far from being &f
8 disadvanigge as compared with ethers; we have
feally a great advantage ever them, for we are already
at 268 ; whereas they have quite a leng way ie go {8
feach Ged's starting peint.

Our Lord said, " The flesh profiteth nothing ™
(John vi. 63); and since He has declared “ e fiesh
profiteth nothing ", then clearly it does profit nothing.
Shortly after my conversion I went out preaching in
the villages. I had had a good education and was well
versed in the Scriptures: so I considered myself
thoroughly capable of instructing the village folk,
among whom there were quite a numisar of illiterate
women. But after several visits I discovered that,
despite their illiteracy, these women had an intimate
knomlkdge of the Lord. I knew the Book : thev knew
the Ome of whom the Book spoke. I had mueh in the
flesh, but they had rauch in the Spirit.

To-day many teachers are teaching others on the
strength of their carnal equipmemt. They are teachers
after the flesh, not after the Spirit. They have mo
spiritual knowdledge of the Lord, but only a knowledge
of Him in the fitadh. Our Lord said, " The flesh profiteth
nothing " : so nothing that is of the flesh must be
utilized in the service of God. Wc arc concerned with
things: God is concerned with the origin of things.
\We set out to acquire patience, and love, and gracious:-
ness, without asking whemre the patience, and love,
and graciousnoss come. We want knowiedge, we crave
ability to teach others, but we do not inquire what is
the source of our knowiledge and our ability. We want
patiemce, and if we can acquire patismse we are saties-
tied : but God asks, where did that patiemse come
from » Was it patiemse: wrought by the gpnmit, ur
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pr-Juged by self 2 Some jweople arc very patient by
pature. We meet non-Christians who arc most for-
ifaring and gracious, and wc say, 1 wish 1 could be
jila:them ! But where does their patiemve come from ?
Advthing produxed by mamn has o value before God.
» The fileNiproficeth nothing.” We are set on having

“tghing "', but God pays attention to its origin.
(3] ean only be satisfied with what originates with
Himself: He will not have any imitations.

Origin and Destination

We are the circumcision who worship by the
Spitin of God, and glory in Christ Jesus, and have mo
copfidence in the flesh  (Phil. iii.. 8). What does it
mean to serve Godl in the Spirit ? It means to have all
mir resources in God, and to have no confidemse in the
fleshy. so that we repudiate all that is ours by nature.
What is your life before Ged ? Is it based on the energy
«if nature, or is it in the energy of the Spirit ? * That
which is borm of the flesh is flesh ¥, andd ** tthat wihich
i> born of the Spirit is spirit . Nothing you have of
yourself can ever be improved upon. It is fiech, and
it will always remain flesh. Tlhe place of origin deter-
mines the place of destination. That which comes
from the flesh will never reach the realm of the Spirit.
Anything you plan, you originate, you map out amnd
ask God to bless, all that is of the flesh and will never
be other tham flesh. It may last for years, and then
yon may think. I wiil adjust it and improve it and get
it on a better plame. But it cannot be dome. If it was
of the flesh originally, no amount of improvement will
make it spiritual. It came of the flesh, and it will never
be other tham fFésdn.

Everything Must be Whwlly of God
God is the only legitimate originator. He alome in

the whole uniwerse has the authority to originate any-
thing. Our highest privilege is to give assent to what
He has willed. * In the beginning God ” (Gen. i. 1).
The beginning of everything must be God. Anything
we try to originate will be of the flesh, and the end will
never be spiiitual. To walk in the flesh is simply doing
thimgs out of ourselves ; and, to deliver us from walk:
ing in the flesh, it is necessary for God to do smm@thing
fundameinial] in us, so that we fear thereafter te de
anything of ourselves, Anything that canmeit sti@nd
the Cress s of the flesh, and what eannmet stand the
Cress to-day eanmen stand the fire in the future. Wa
st briRg everyihing te the Cress. 1T it s the flesh
it will ge : if it is of Ged 1t will abide. Mayx- the Loid
BFiRg us te the peint where we refuse ie de #mviRing
whatever of eurselves. Let us net fear rather ie 44
nething than te de it in the flesh, for "t flesh
prefteth nething .

Im preaching and testifyimg to the Lord, it is often
we who are the doors. Man's thoughts, and plans,
man’s energy and natural talents enter into every-
thing. WHamuer we turn we see mam. mam evemp-
where ! If we were to subtraet from the work of the
Lord all that is of mam, hew little would be left. I1f
Ged were to forsake certain werk that is called His,
hevw little would remain ; theugh, IA & sense, it weuld:
&till go en quite well, beeause it is largely earried on
by Human efffert.

There is all the difference between God’s work @nd
our work. If the work is ours, #e have to labour hard
to keep it going, but if it is Ged’s we can just sttand
aside and watch Him do it. We want to see God doing
things Himself, with no sign of mam on the horizon.
We must originate nothing: God must originate
everything. The utmast we can do is just to follow in
Hiis train. W.N.

The Sovereignty of Gadl andl His Giory

Rewwrse : John xxi. 13-22.

This is a passage that emphasizes the Lord’s
sovereignty over the lives of Hiis own. The verses that
are on my heart are 1S and 19—

" Verily, verily. 1 say unto thee, When thou wast
young, thou girdedst thyself, and walkedst
whither thou wouldest : but when thou shah be
old, thou shalt stretch forth thy hands, and
another shall gird thee, and carry thee whither
thou wouldest not. Now thig he spake, signifying
by what manmer of death he should glarify Gedl.™

The exereise of that sovereignty is in referenee to the
glory of God. That is just the simplk emphasis T want
to pass on now. “THiis he spake., signifying by what
manner of death he sheuld glorify God ™ ; net merely
a foreqesting of his end, but a deelaration that, in tbhat
end, there should be glory braught te Ged.

Now, here that is written in reference to a particular
happeming: in the life of the Apeostle, but the principle

is seen in the life of the child of God throughout. You
remembsr that vorse in the Corinthian lettter—

* Ve are not your own, ye are bought with a price™;
and the word that immediately follows is—

“ttleqrefore gloFifly Get in vour body ¥ (I €or. vi.
19-20)).
T Lord’s dealings are all with a view to preducing
glory to His Name, a means of manifesting the glory
of His own Son, and He leads each life in a particular
path that by those dealings there shall be brought to
pass some particular expression of Hiis Christ us He
works in us to will and to do of His good pleasure,
This does not mean a walk in isolation and inde-
pendbnug:, bin it does mean that in the midst of our
relatedhess: to others, and in our walk with them, the
Lord has particulai ileahugs with each of Hiis children,
all of which huw- this suprems- end in view, even His

glorv.
KAbO.
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“My Thoughts are nett Your Thoughts®

Reamme : John vii. 17-18 ; Isa. lv. 6-8.

The Sovereign Will of God and Human Enmity

In those chapters in Isaiah, from chapter xlv amd
onward, there are a numiderr of references which bring
us back to this fact that is found in the end of chapter
xliv and beginning of chapter xlv. The Lord foretells
through Isaiah that He will raise up Cyrus to rebuild
Jerugallem, and’ it would appear from
chapiers as if there were a good deal of cavilling among
the peeqlb: of Israel that He should use such a vessel, a
h@ﬁt%ﬁﬁh king, to set Hiis peoplle free and to rebuild the
gity, and again and again the Lord is found saying, in
effeet, Lot me do things in My way : you object to this
faethed that I choose, but it is My choice ; leave it to
Me to do things in My way and you will see the end
will be glory !

It is very much like the attitude mamiifested in the
Jews at the time of the Lord’s coming. At Bethlehem
we have God setting in motion a prowess according to
Hiis way of doing it, but we know what the view of the
Jews was all through the Lord’s earthly life. Because
of Hiis humble station, because of Hiis lowliness, be-
cause of the absence of any marks of what they
deemed to be glory and power about Him, because of
Hiis reputed hunibk parentage, because He did not
satisfy their own thoughts as to what their Messzh
ought to be and how Hie ought to come, therefore they
rejected Him. We do not stay to dwell upen the fact
that, though so lowly, the perfestion of His cliaracter
challenged them all the time through and through,
but taking things merely in the realm of their theughts
of how God ought to do a thing, we see they rejeeted
this Ome because He was not, aeeording to their
mentality, a good Messiah. That is why we read that
worild— | it the unrighteous mam forsake his theughts
..for my- thoughtts are net yeur thoughts ™.

I just want to bring that home. We #.r# r..t thinking
now in terras of our attitude toward an expected
Mesyiah, but of our attitude in general to God, in His
way.;. His methodls, Hiis instruments. Are we ever
found saying to God, Lord, this is a wrong way to do
the thing | Why does the Lord choose such a metiod
to do the thing? Whenesar we are thus found in con-
flint with God’s way, the Lord would say to us, Far
sake your thoughts ; come to My tthought.

A Root Cause of the Natural Enmity
Let us note these verses in John vii. " ]1fanv man

will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, whethes .
it be of God, or whether I speak of myself. He thaj :
speaketh of himself seeketh his own glory ; but he
that seeketh his glory that @t him, the same is true,
and no unmi is in him ¥. Those Jen8, in
their thoughts of a Messiah, had an amibition bound
up with their thoughts : He would deliver them and
they would be a great people! I want to say
that, when the Lord challempes us with regard {g
our thought cencerning the unappropriateness of whed
He is doing or the way He is doing it, on allowing our:
selves to be searched there is generally found to be
some amlbition in our heart that makes us wish fer
another way than the one He is taking. That im
junetion, “ Forsake your own thoughts,” may per-
haps be very appropriate for somebody among us,
sormebody whe is arguing with the Lord about His
way, beeause it Is a disappointing way for him. For:
sake your thoughts. Somewirie In yowr thinkin
there is a lurking ammbition for yourself, for your ad-:
vaneement, for your glory. Thus the fersaking ef yeur
thoughits has te be aceomparibstl 63 the slaying ef yeur
ambition. Our thoughts are motived by an ambitien,
and that ambition, if realized, weuld be eur gleFy, net
Hiis gloFy.

Life out of Death

So if these words of the Lord from Isaiah come to
any heart this morning, then let there be a lvart-
searching. Do not merely let the thought go and say,
I will not think that any more: but say to the Lord,
What is the ambition in my thought that made me
think thus ? I want that ambition slain ! That is the
death side, the humiliation side, the Bethlehem side
of the Lord’s life, and it is when our ambition has been
slain and we are able to say, Not anything for myself
but for Thy glory alone, that we find ourselves moving
om in a current which carries us forward and discover
there is anothat aspect of things now, an aspect related
to a glory, am end, a triumph. But between the wne
thing and ihe other lies the necessity of having an
ambition slkain,

So th's word in John says " If any mam will de His
willl.!"” Anmother way of putting that is, seeking His
glory alone. Well, the question is. Wihase glory are we
seeking ? Wihat is the amtbition that prompts our line
of expectation—our glory or His ?» The Lord help us
to forsake our fhoughtss that He alome may be
gloritied. G.N

The Abiding Fact

siHe: Luvidl i< Kimig. be thar people never so impatiemt : He: siitelh between the
eiiernliim,. he the: earth never sn wmguiket ™

(Psalm 98 I—Prayer Honk Versiont,

s
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The Purpose of the Incarnation

May we continuc.and turn our thonghts upon the
purpose of God in the Incarnation,and o see that His
ihoughts are not cur thonghts, nor His ways our ways.
The thought that is with me this morning springs out
of the word that the Lord spoke amongst us recently,
a very blessed word to my own heart, when we were
made to see that the ultimate thought and purpose of
God is union with Christ, and 1 want you to turn just
to one or two passages in the letter to the Hebrews.

* We see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the
angels... that he by the graceof God should taste
death for every man ' (ii. 9).

“ Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of
flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part
of the same ; that through death he might destroy
him that had the power of death, that is, the devil;
and deliver them who through fear of death were
all their lifetime subject to bondage " (ii. 14~15).

* Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made
like unto bis brethren, that he might be a merci-
ful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to
God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the
people. For in that he himsclf hath suffered
being tempted, he is able to succour them that are
tempted ™ (ii. 17-18).

It is so very casy to form our own thoughts and to
have our own ideas about the Incarnation and for us
to be carried away on a tide of sentiment at Christmas
time and for the Incarnation to become a beautiful
picture of 2 mother and a babe, & stable, worshipping
kings, wise men, the shepherds, and to sing about it
and to talk about it, and-for it to be nothing more
than a beautiful picture. Tt is casy for us to get into
the way of thinking that it was a great thing for God
to become & man | I mean in this sense, that God's
becoming man has bestowed some honour upon Him.,

We have been brought to think already this morning
of the perversity of our thoughts, and that is one of our
perverse thoughts, The Word makes it very clear that
wben the Lord Jesus came down to be a man, He was
emptying Himself, He was humbling Himsclf, He was
beginning, so to speak, at the very bottom, and I do
want to bring to you, not something new, I know, but
something 1 think will bear repetition, and that is
that a babe is God's beginning, and not God’s end.
God begins with a babe. He does with usin expericnee;
He did with this Son. He begins with a babe,

The Incamation—A Uniting of God and Man

There is o very definite purpose beliined the semling
of His Son. 1t is not murely to leave a beantiful picture
for men, but something intinitely more than that.
There are three things at least in this chapter in the
Hebrews coneerning this inearnation, God manifost in
the flesh, and the lirst is thiy God micht forge o link
Letween Himseld and mankind, 1 these s 10 be

ultimate union between man and God, then there
must be forged a link of union between God and men :
there must be one common link that ean take hold of
botly, take hold upon man and take hold upon God,
and there ean be no union in that ultimate sense of
which the Lord was speaking to us so recently until
God has laid this basis. Gad manifest in the
flesh !

e have that said again and again in the Word, the

definite purpose of Geod in sending His Son.

* God, sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful
flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh ™
(Rom, viij. 3).

* When the fulness of the time was come, God sent.
forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the
law, to redeem them that were under the law ™
(Gal. iv. 4).

You see, the sending, the coming, is not the end, it is

the beginning, and the purpose is that there might he
made a link between God and men.

The Proving of the Uniting Link

Then this link is to be subjected to the utmust
testing, it is to bear a tremendous strain, it is to hear
the strain of mankind joined to God ; and it has to
bear the weight of the assault of all that is against
God and it must hold. This second chapter of the
letter to the Hebrews makes it very clear that the link
is strong enough. That babe is to become the Man of
Calvary and taste death for every man. Itisa question
of life and death, it is the meeting with death. Obh,
how near He came to us, how one He was with us, to
taste death ! I may be wrong in this, but I de not
think T am : I believe it right to say that the Lord
Jesus could have done all that He did without be-
coming man, save this one thing, namely, to die for
men. 1 think the letter to the Philippians makes that
clear, that the purpose of Ris leaving His Throne and
the glory was the Cross, *' that he shonld taste death
for every man™. That is"hot our thought, that is
God's thought. We eould never have thought a
thought like that, to think that God should beeome
man in order to die for man.

Let us not stop at the manger, let us go on ta the
Cross. It is there that the purpose of God is revealid—
tasting of deawth for every man.

The Removal of the Barrier and Menace
Then, further than that, it is to remove that which
wonld for ever e a menaee to God, This Une who is
1 be the linlk Letwien Ciod aned mam must be sub.
jeeted 1o thar to which mmn hias been subjeeted and
fasled @ Hemust e subjected toivand trivmph T and,

by ddearh. The overcame him thar Tind the power of

death 1 have been thinking thiese st doavs upon this,
it lias been eripping e hen il sharled <etnd His Sean
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in the form of a mam, and not only allow Him to walk
among us and to show His glory in Him, but to allow
Him, without any supernatural guard, to go down into
the very domaim of His enemy and there to let death
get a hold upon Him and then prove that death could
fiet hold Him. In the very heart of the Devii’s king-
dem, that is where He proved it : and if it could not
held Him then, it cannot hold Him now, and there is
fia place in the universe where death can hold the Lord
f life. He has been in the very place where it ought
ts have held Him if it could ; but it could not. He
desireyed him that had the power of death by death ;
in dying, He conquered death. How, I do not know,
hut He did i¢. It is a mystery, it is a marvel, but it is
tir», By death He overcame him that had the power
of death. That is all on the negative side.

The Realizing of the Purpose

You turn to the positive side.

* 1t bzhoved him to be made Jike unto his brethren,
that he might be a merciful and faithful high
priest in things pertaining to God ™ (Heb. ii.. 17,

This Ome is not only to take a hold upom us, but,

having taken a hold upom us and lifted us, He lhas
redeemed us. He has bought us out and He has lifted
us out, and with one hand He takes hold of us, se to

speak, and litts vs yp—and He is such that He can U
%% Bg@é‘”"]’-’ \Mﬁ% ﬁe sﬁe FESH&,» Efé« é%%g% }.é i‘gx‘a%g

1HS 48 18 204, BFIRgS Hs t8 : i'
parg&;@ iéi fﬁ&}ﬁlﬁm op. ft i gsm@y&m and
&

gar setbing £s | EAVER: " 18tned
hrrn e O
¥ord that is. 15”3 mi mg € are With the Lord, we
Fe joined With the Lord. we are mfe tg God ; He
5 Brought us to God in the spiFit: It was sueh & one
that came to Bethlehems manger. Fhat is the end of

694 Fhe end of 604 is & babe beeorme & Son and with
the SoRn MARY 208 iR glery. Fhatis His g&ﬂﬁi}@@ : and
that is Ged's thought, net gurs: Fhat is Ged's &heugfi&
and that is Ged's way: Fhe way is not & beautiful
example 1ying in & manger ; the way is 8 new lite made
available by the Cross. Fhere is all the differense in the
werld betweep strivimg to reach up to an ideal and
reeeiving & life that is the ideal, Ged’s ideal.

¥ My thoughts are net your thoughts, neither are
your ways my ways’*

May our hearts be open during these coming days
as, whether we will or not, our thoughts turn to
Bethilehem. Let us remember that is only God’s be.
ginning. God’s end is a Throne and a High Priest and
a King, and ourselves joined to Him one SPirité:((;

Thine is the Kingdom and the Power and the Glory*

No. 8.

The Throne, The Holy

"* After this manner therefore pray ye: Our
Tatber who art in heaven, Halllowed be thy
name...and bring us not into temptation, but
deliver us from the evil one : For thime is the
kingdora, and the power, and the glory, for ever ™
(Matt vi. 9, 13).

* For this cause I.. cease not to give thanks for
you, making mention of vou in mv prayers*
(Eph. i. 15).

* For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father
... " (Eph. iii.. 14).

* ...witl all prayer and supplication praying at all
seasons in the Spirit, and watehing thereinte in
all perseverame and supplieatien for all the
saints " (Eph. vi. I¥)).

We have been eeeipied with the signifieance of the
words “ Thine js the kingdefa, and the pewer, and the
glory ", and have been seeifig that this is all new
gathered up into the Lord Jesus as exalted at the Fight
band of the Majesty 8n high.

We: want now to continue with one more aspeet of
this gam » great inclusive truth. The Lordship of Jesus
€hrigt is the occasion of warfare in prayer. In the
passage in the sixth chapter of the letter to the
Eglesiansy, we have this simph: but very iimporgant
olauaji=" sapyiing at all seasons in the Spirit ",
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Spirit, and Prayer Warfare

Praying in the Spinitt; and you notice that, in keeping
with every other phase of this matter which we have
already considered, the connection of the Spirit and
prayer here is with ascendemey. It is in the reslm of
conflict for ascendeney:. We are very famillar with
this paragraph of the letter.

* Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be
able to stand agaimst the wiles of the devil. For
our wrestling is not against flesh and blood, but
agaimst the principalidis, agaimst the powers,
against the world-rulers of this darkines, sgeinst
the spiritual hests of wiekedinas in the heavenlies.
Whriefore take up the whele armour of Ged, that
ﬁe may be able 8 withstand in the evil day, and,

aving dene all; te stand. Stand therefors... ¥

And this Heads right up te this praying in the 8pirit.

Tthiis is warfare in prayer, this is prayer in the realm
of conflict, which has the tremeadous issue of the
throne in view, ascendemy ; and I want you to notice
that, between the beginning and the end of this letter,
theire has taken place a change. The first dedmration
i$—

* ...made him to sit at his right hand...far above all
rule, and authority, and power, and domimiomn and
every name that is named... .and he put all things
in subjection under his feet * (Eph. i. 20-22).

i
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Now, at the end of the letter we have this—

“ Our wrestling is...against the principalities,
against the powers, against the world-rulers of
this darkress, against the spiritual hosts of wick-
edness in. the hesvenlies ™

In the first place, they are seen as under Hiis feet,
fulfilling the passage which has been much before us,
Acts ii. 34-355—

“Tbe Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my
right hand, till I make thine enemiias the footstool
of thy feett.”

Abowve all rule and authority, principalities amd
powers, and yet, when you get to the end, the warfare
is going on and it is in relation to the subjecting off
those self-same principalities and powers. The mean-
ing is perfectlly clear that, although it is true in the
case of the Lord Jesus, it bas to be made true in the
case of the Church. There is something yet that has
to be done to make that thing good in another realm,
to make that truth an applied truth. The Church baa
to stand right into all the values of what is true com~

.cemming the Jiord Jesus Christ, and that has to be made

good in the Church and applied by the Church as &
testimony and an effectwal working thing in the
Church’s life and the Church's mimistry.

The Church Related fo the Throne

So here, the Holy Spirit is sesn to be the sphere, so
to speak, in which prayer of & warring kind is to be
waged with the throme in view, with ascendemoy in
view, and this imglies certain thimgs. In the fiffst
place, it implies that the saints are as much related to
the throne as the Lord Jesus is Hiimself. It makes it
perfectly clear that ascendemoy is the ascendemoy, not
only of Christ, but of the Church. Dominion is not
only the domimniom of Christ, but of the Church with
Him. The enemiixs also of Christ are seen to be exactly
the same enemifes with which the Church has to con-
tend. In a word, the great issue which is gathered wp
in the Lord Jesus is the same issue for the Church. Of
course, that is well known and recognized, and there is
nothing new in the way of revelation about that, But
that is where we begin, namely, by recognizing that
this implies quite clearly that the saints are related to
the throne, that that is God's thought coneerning the
Chureh, and it 18 in connection with that Divine
thought that the tremendwus spiritual confliet inte
whieh the Chureh is burled rages. It is the threne
matter that is In view. It {s abselute spiritual as-
cendeney in union with Christ over all hestile pawers.

The Life of the Church Threatened Because ot the
Throne

If that is true, and this war in relation to the throne
concerns the Church, then it implies this second thing,
that the life of the saints, because of that reletionship,
is threatened. The adversary, the hostile forces, are
set agaimst the very life of God’s people because of
what is in view. These are simple inplications, but
you and I have to be mightily gripped by thrse im-
plications. 1t is not enough for us to know. It may be
that some of you are even now saying, Wa: know that,
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we have beard that many times! I would urge you to
ask yourself whether you are really actively in the
good of this lightt; not whether you know, but whether
you are actively in the good of it, whether you have
come to an active position in the realization that the
very life of the Lord’s people is threatened because of
the great issue which isin view ; that is, their caming
to the place where the Lord Jesus is, of absolute as-
cendency over all principalities and powers, to be
governing with Him in the heavenlizs. What does that
mean to you in a practical way ? How is that werking
out in your life ? Oh, may I appeall to you ? It is a
terrible thing for you, dear friends, to be brought wp—
may I put it in that way ?—to be brought up with
truth and light of this kind if it is net %aiﬁg te mean
anything more than that you have learned fhese
trutta as truths. It s a terrible thing:. O of the
most deplerablke cenditions to-day in this.werld is that
there are many whe Have a great deal ef light but it
AMBURLS t6 RBERIAG aS & pewer, as an effeclive werk:
ing, a8 a registradion in the realm of spiritual ANagen:
isf. That is 8 terrible thing, and we mwst, iR QuF
heart of hearts; beseeeh the Lerd that eur earing of

things like this shall net Be & mete listening 6 trith;
and & knewing of things merely a3 they are sef sut if
the Word of God. YWe must really chalenye SuF REAFS
With fhese £BE?£%§ 2hd agk Burakives a3 We g8 éiBfgl
‘Yol Aew, 1 khew {hal o I have Heard thal: At
Jeast ABWw 1 am enliphiened about that, But what 38‘é§
it Mean 7 How I3 If Working sHi 7 HRW Bich 48 51
E8UAL ABW that ¥ know that 77 Thai Is {he { ‘“&'ﬁg '
HHASS F_S&ﬁ%f_ We 66HE 16 E6HAL for §8B€£Bi?:€; ff ¢his
EMB might just as well Bs URkQWh 18 1, 1L 52R 84
B & ieHHBIE f 8ﬂ§?8i'1'?ég 18 know Withsdi fes
cOUHEiAg By 8UF KABWedgE.

So I urge this upom you, that here is this tremendous
implication. The fact that this is a tremendous war-
fare means there is a threat to the life of God’s people
because of the Divine destiny of those people in the
thought of God.

The Throne Beacheil by Prayer

Now, we have to recognize that there are cemain
other thimgs which become necessary. This whole
thing is headed up in prayer. Let us square ourselves
to that at once. Amy other form of aetivity may be
fore interesting. It might apyeall to us mueh mere {6
talk abaut these thimgs, to preach them, te dinareiinete
the truth ef truths; but the thing is headedl up iA
?f‘ﬁ}/f@i"; That is where the thing fiids its expression.
t i§ By that fmeans the throne i§ reaehed and the

testimeny of the abselute severeignty of the Lerd
Rsaus i§ established, by prayef. en the Apestle
Ras said everydhing, he erawns it all and gathess it all
iate this=
* ...praying at all seesoms in the Spirit, and watch-
ing thereunto with all perseveramce and swpplica-
tion for all the saints ™ ;
and, as you know,