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A bi-montisly minisiry by which it _’
is sought to lead the Lord's
people into His Ful'
thouight for them
Maintaimed

by the offerings of
those whw are helped by it

*  JANUARY—FEBRUVARY, 1045 N@. I, VOL.. 23

Editor’s Letter,
BELOVED OF GOD,

What a time of faith’s testing the saints are in just now ! And what a time of Satanic fierceness ! What
doesitallmeam ? There seem to be only two answers. Either the Lord is preparing for some fresh, and perhaps
finall, movement to the consummation of His purpose on the earth ; which movement requires a state that
will guarantee depth, strength, and lastiingresss, so that real fulness shall mark the ingathering to glory at His
appearimg ; or else this is the end of a phase and the Lord is coming for the ripe fruits. If Revelation xil
represents an end-time situation, then there is very much just now that conforms to it. The" words there e
undoubtedly prophetical, for the ** Revelation ** was not written as history but as prophecy—in the main,
that is, not what was past, but what was, and was to be. The great issue of that chapter is '* Now is come
the salvation, and the power, and the kingdom of our God, and the authority of his Christt: for the aecuser
of our brethren is cast dowm...”

“Salvatiom" there is " deliveramce from every calamity, victory over enemies, recovery from disease, and

-release from captivitty “. The kingdom and authority referred to are withstood by the great accuser, and a
great warfare in heaven is waged to circumvent the establishmemnt thereof by the emancipation of the elect
from the realm of his power. Does not this throw light upon the test of faith and the intense conflict through
which the saints are passing ? Here is the explanation to long unfiulillled memifestitonsod faassveertbopvagyeer; ;
the deferred deliverames, the passing of the power of God from the temporal to the spiritual realm in our
experience—"thee hiding of his power .

The combimation of tested faith in relation to things seen, and the intense conflict in the spiritual life, is
very true to this issue. As we have cried for “ salvation " in one or other of its forms, and have only been
conscious of conflict and delaj’, the accuser has come and raised the ultimate questions of our relationship to
Gadl, and of His to us. It is the old issue—" If thou .be the Son *. So, to cast us down, he accuses and
seeks to make us accept a setting aside, a casting off, a having-finished-with-us by God. Triumph over
this by the witness against him by the blood of the Lamb, the declaration of our testimony, and the elimination
of self-interest and concern—loving not our life unto death, is to result in his casking dowm, and this is the
nature and object of the trial and the battle. What an immense issue is bound up with a little word—" if ',
If...then why ? That was Gideon's question. That was presented to Christ.

Buit, blessed be God, the end is revealed, and the accuser is cast down ; the kingdom, power, authority of
Gad and His Christ is seen as come. While we do not want to suggest that a Satam-comglex should be developed,
we would urge that a looking behind things to his part and place in them will be a great deliveramce from the
paralysis of the things themsslves. Whether we are alive to it or not, ** our wrestling is with...spiritual hosts of
wickedness™, and not until we tackle the spiritual forces behind the things,in the infinite virtue of the blood
of the Lamb, shall we stand possessed of the key to the situation. But let us remember the value of the " they .
There is need for corporate action ; and we should take much more serlously the united prayer against the
spiritual forces. So, whatever may he the immediate meaning of the present experience, the need is the same,
a people in spiritual strength to bring about Satan's casting down, either im specific positions and sittwations,
or in the final consummatte disinheriiting of the lieavenlies.

‘ The Lord strengthem us with might unto this warfare through as much of this new year as He wills for us
to see.
Yours in His life and hope,
T. AUSTIN-SPARKS
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The Release off the Lord

** The Release of the Lord *' was one of the earliest
of our small bookstand has been out of print for quite
a few years. Mamy friends have asked for a reprint.
In view of the printing difficulties of the present time,
we are giving it in as large sections as we can in the
" Witness and Testimmomy “. Some revisiam has been
made. ’ Editor.

The Release of the Lord, or, Solving the Missionary
Problem.

I am come to scatter fire on the earth ; and what is
my desire ? Oh that it were already kindled ! But ]
have a baptism to be baptized with ; and how am I
straitened {pent up] till it be accomplisihed.” (Luke xii,
49:30, AR.V.)

Chapter One

The book which is known to us as ** The Acts of the
Apostles,” and sometimes " The Acts of the Holy
Spirit,” might truly be named

 The Release of Jesus Chinistt

Luke introduces it with the observation that he had
earlier written the beginnings of the acts and teaching
of Jesus ; implying that continuation is now his object
and purpose. But what a change ! The former acti-
vities were bounded and limited by time and space,
and, at best, covered but a few square miles of Syrian
soil. For the most part Omnipresemce was in chains,
except for a few breakings through of power at a
distance. Again, the activities and teaching were
almost entirely limited to a people of one nation and
tongue. By outward urge, persuasion, and emcourage-
ment, He had caused His wishes to be carried out.
Then to the dull minds of the spiritually unquickened
He gave His spiritual treasures; explanations and
reasons being necessary to confidence. Then the
necessity was laid upon Him of a very slow disillusion-
ment and unfolding as to what form the end of that
E,hase wotild take, because of the controlling personal

terests, even in the inner circle. Pride, ambition,
doeubt, mallee, self-assertiveness, self-confidence, self-
realisatien, self-defence, like barbed wires, circled
around and wounded Him whenever He sought to
move forward. Ever conscious from the beginning
that world-dominion was His,as * Heir of all things",
yet He had not a place to lay His head, and to be
** crucified through weskness *' was to be His portion.

What a change! Now He has shaken off all His
chains. Time and space no longer have any power over
Him. Geography, the material things, Satam, demons,
men, nations, thrones, all have been fully stripped off
by Himn. Now, by an inward dynamic, in spite of
every threat and peril, men and women are moving

out in every directiom with a passion for the glory of
His Name. Now not as an historic figure, ** known
after the flesh *, but by an inward revelation of
tramsrendiemt magnitude, He is known after the Spirit.
Now the once dreaded, unacceptailke, offending Cross
is all their glory. Now suffering reproach has sup-
planted pride ; selfless, disinterested sacrifice takes
the place of ambitiom; a mighty energising fimith—
not their own—has destroyed doubt ; they lay down
their own lives gladly and suffer the loss of alll things
for that Name.

In one strategic stroke He begins with a multitude
representing * every nation under heaven . See how
this fire spreads without artifficial and forced agencies.

In the year 83 A.D., a few Galilezn fishermen were
seeking liberty of speech in Jerusalenn, and were
severely handled as men poor and ignorant.

In the year Paul died, how didl the matter stand ?
There were churches in Jerusalem, Nazareth, Caesarea,
in all Symia, Antioch, Ephesus, Galatia, Sardis,
Laodicea, in all the towns throughout the west coast
of lesser Asia, in Philippi, Thessalonica, Athens,
Corimth, Rome, Alexamdnit, in the chief cities of the
islands and the mainland of Greece, and the western
Roman Colonies.

A Sad Commparison

There are some significamt omissions from this
record of conquests. We never read of the organising
of a missiomary campaign.

Such things as deputations, lecturers and lectures,
exhibitions, appeals, advertisements, etc., with all
their cost and expenditure of time, money, energy,
all to try to get Christians interestet] in the souls of the
unsavet] axee neseer hiteddadt. Adyyrepootinggod fwhaat
God had done in the regions beyond was never by
way of propaganda or advocacy. Statistics as mental
stimulants ; pathetic, tragic, sensational stories @s.
emotional stimulkamtts; urge and drive as volitional
stimulants, had no place here, so far as we can discern.
The thing was firstly of the spirit, not of the soul.
The endeavour to reverse this order is undoubtedly
the reason for a tremendous amount of the weakness
and breakdown to-day.

Speaking generally, this whole matter of the world-
mission of the Church is on pre-resurrection ground
to-day. The Lord is not straitemed in Himself, but
He is straitened in His people.

On the one hand, there is a need of workers, for
almost half the human race is without the knowledge
of Chmisdt; and on the other hand workers are ready
to go forth, yet there are no means to send them. A
third condition, almost more tragic, abounds, that
of the spiritual breakdown of many who do go, so
that * converts ' are not always reaby and genuinely
born from above, with the Spirit of sonship becoming
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truly resident within. Demon powers persist in
dominion and challenge. A policy of a slow absorption
of ** Christianity ", through education, {amiliarisa-
tion, etc., as a compromise between {ailure to work
upon the ‘basis of genuine regeneration and an honest
acknowledgment of the same, with its practical
implications, has been adopted Finally there are
the many who' return home with lost assurance.
Surely all this stands in direct contrast to the spirit
and experience of the:- New Testament. It is not
difficult to go on at great Jength making distinctions
between the two standards, that of the New Testa-
ment and that largely existing to-day, but the more
important thing is to display the secrets of that
former glory.

There is very little doubt that a new release of the
Lord is necessary if there is to be a fresh expression
of the life and work of which we are speaking, as at
the beginning. The Lord is now bound and straitened
by established and fixed Christian traditions and
systems, and He is thereby unable to do what He
would. The Holy Spirit is positively hindered by
organised Christianity, This is particularly so in
Western countries. We do know of something akin
to what we have been saying as to ongmal movement
in China and'India. Our object here is to set forth
something of the revealed {eatures of the New Testa-
ment work of the Risen Lord in and through His
Church, which features must be present when the
Lord is free to exercise Himself sovereignly.

We ask, first of all, if there is any phrase which
embodies the conceptlon motive, and dynamic of
this spontaneous world-conquest at its beginning ?

We think there is such a phrase, and that it is this:

* The Testimony of Jesus "
This accounts for everything, when possessing
anyone as it possessed them. Let us look it up.
. *'Who bare witness of the word of God, and of the
lestimony of Jesus Christ.”—Rev. i. 2.

“1...was in the isle that is called Patmos, for the
word of God and the festimony of Jesus."—Rev. i, g.

** 1 saw underneath the altar the sounls of them that
had been slain for the word of God, and for the Lesti-

" mony which they held."—Rev. vi. g.

“ And the dragon waxed wroth with the woman,
and went away to make war with the rest of her seed,
which keep the commandments of God, and hold
the lestimony of Jesus.”' —Rev. xii. 17.

“1 am a fellow-servant with thee a.nd with thy
brethren that hold tha lestimony oj Jesus."—Rev. xix.
To.

“And 1 saw the souls of them that had been
beheaded for the lestimony of Jesus.”"—Rev, xx. 4.

* Even as the lestimony of Chrisi was confirmed in
you.”—I Cor. i, 6.

“ They will not receive of thee lestimony concerning
me."'—Acts xxii. 18.

* Qur festimony unto you was believed.”’-—2 Thess.
i. 10.

** Be not ashamed therefore of the festimony of our
Lord.""—2 Tim. i. 8.

" Ye shall be my witnesses."'—Acts i, 8. (same word
in the Greek as testimony).

" Must one become a wiiness with us.”'—Acts i, 22.

" This Jesus did God raise up, whereof we are all
m'incsses.”-—-Acts ii. 32.

* Raised from the dead ;
—Acts iil. 15.

" Not to all the people, but unto wifnesses.” —Actc
X. 41.

“ With great power gave the apostles their icifness
of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus,"'—Acts iv. 33.

" And they overcame him because of the blood of
the Lamb, and because of the word of their testtmony."
—Rev. xii. 11.

The New Testament, read in the light of these
passages, shows very clear]y that the remarkable
story which it recounts is that of a testimonv. It
remains for us to ask what this testimony was. To
clear the way for the posnne answer we must say
something as to what this * testimony '' was not.

whereof we are wifuesses."

L *' The Testimony of Jesus "’ was not a Teaching

There s nothing in the whole story upon which to
test an argument or afirmation that the Aposﬂe:
went out to the world with ** The Teaching of Jesus”.
They were not propagating new doctrines or a system
of truth, The teaching resulted {rom the acceptance
of the testimony, the expounding of its content
followed that acceptance and was kept for believers
only. It was a result, not a cause. The most they
ever did was to substantiate their testimony from the
Scriptures, and affirm certain facts concerning the
Person of Christ.

. “ The Testimony of Jesus ” was not a New

Religion

“* Christianity " was not set over against or a.long-
side’ of other religions and made '‘ comparative .
It was some time before some of the Apostles them-
selves realised the implications of their testimony
in the matter of their being emancipated from
Juda.isrn. Great as the change was, they did not
realise they had changed their religion. They found
themselves outside, and committed against their own
prejudices, and bad to do their thinking and dis-
cussing after the thing had become a fact in em-
barrassing experience. (Sée Peter in the house of
Comnelius, and the events of Acts x., xi., xv., etc.).
III. " The Testimony of Jesus "' was not a New

“ Movement "

No plans were laid. There was no policy. Organisa-
tion was entirely absent, and any which subsequently
had to be admitted was forced upon them by the
embarrassment of the very vitality of things, and
then it was of the simplest..

A thought-out campaign did not exist. To set up,
launch, form, bring into being, or found 2 new
society, sect, " church”, community, was not in
mind. They did not set out for such, and although
their testimony pgave distinctiveness to all who

believed ; although outsiders labelled them and mis- .

——
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interpreted their motive and purpose, the distin-
guishing feature was life.

What then was * The Testimony of Jesus ' ? M-
inclusively it was the prockemation and affirrmation
of a fact. That fact was—and is—

The Universal Sovereignty and Lordship of Jesus
Clhurist as the' Son of Godi, established and vindicated by
the resurrection from the diead.

This testimony had two sides. The objective and
histerie fact, of “wifich they had had many infallible
proefs, had become demonstrated in the power of
that resurrection by the Holy Spirit in " the church,
whieh is his body "—iri all its members, in all its
aetivities, That life, which in Him had conquered
sin, death, hell and Satam, and carried Him from
" The Jowest part ™ to the * far above all heavens ",
had been implanted in them by the Holy Ghost sent
down from heaven.

The testimony of Jesus, then, is that Jesus lives
universally triumphant. The Church is intended to
be the ** Pillar " (or monument) of that truth. It is
Hits resurrection Body, possessed of His risen life
and administered by the Holy Ghost, as the repository
of that Jife.

quenched ? 1t will cost. To no place did the New
Testament witnesses go with the * Testimony " but
what the enemy—the dragon—emadie war. It was
up to him to do so, for he stood to be a very great
Joser. It was the battle for dominion. This was his
unwilling complimenti, his unintentional congratu-
lation. They representeri something, and possessed
something which made hell angry and afiraid.

The Lord's purpose and method in this age is to
bring into resurrection-union with Himsellf two or three
in every place, and *' add unto them such as are being
saved.” It is an accretion of life, not enticement or
attraction. Here again the Holy Spirit takes the
initiative when a true testimony is borne.

The greatest need of the hour is a revitalising of the
Lord’s people with His risen life by the Holy Spirit.
May' they soon see it and come to the place where
everything—tradition, system, common acceptances,
forms and moulds, prejudices, personal imterests,
reputation, prestige, compromise, the opinions of
others, policy, etc.—uwilll be sacrificed, if needs be, for
LIFE, and the true and living Testimony of Jesus. So
shall He find His release again and scatter the fire
anew.

T outtoerac Otithelcsdstiomonyy of e3esuss imemenrd de be

a life—Blis life. Not a mode of life, but a vital,
infinite force ; indestructible, irresistible, incorrupt-
ible ; a vital force mediated to the dead, wherever
there is a readiness and willimgmess to believe on the
Lord Jesus.

It burst the old moulds, ‘*wine-skinss™ of tradition,
worn out systems, man-made orders and forms.

Chapter Two.

The Starting-place of the Testimony in Every Nation

Thus far our particular emphasis has been upon
the nature of * The Testimony of Jesus *, which in a
word is this, that the great objective and historic

It setts aasde e th kol tigingdivchichemwera e sedisedact that Jesus was risen from among the dead and

up and gredtiyissddblyy(Gad bud twhiicth haawee ceaasedt oo
be living, and are only past history. Even Judaism
ceases to count here. The testimony of Jesus liberates
captives, and a word spoken in its power is as an
irresistible challenge to * let my people go **. Lazarus
must come forth when He,,” The Resurrection and the
Life™, eommands through His Church. This life,
issulng forth from the risen Lord as within " The
Bedy " by the Eternal Spirit, is the compelling power
of the werld-mission and testimony of Jesus,

There is no precedentt in the New Testament for

was in the place of supreme sovereignty and glory—
which fact had been manifested by many imfallible
proofs—has also a subjective counterpart within the
" witnesses.” That same Lord Jesus had become an
inward reality by the Holy Spirit, and the natute of
the manifestation of that inward fact was a life,
“ eternal lifie™, resurrection life, life tHumphant
over death, Divine life in all its energy, spomtaneity,
might, persisteice, heliness, and fruitfulness;: the
life which the Lord Jesus is in Pefson ohn .2,
v. §-i3, 26, R.V. ; Acts 1.8, 22, 11, 32, 36, 1ii. 15, iv.

appedinggftoruwekber oronisissienaeies. TRisissiatibdstst 33, v. 36, 32,.x. 46-42, xiil. 30, 37 ; Rem. 1. 4, R.V.).

a sorry altemative or necessity. When the Holy
Spirit is really in possession and the life is manifested,
then He takes the initiative with regard to all work
and workers, saying ‘"SSeparate me...for the work
whereunto 1 have called them.” .

Great emphasis is laid in the New Testament upon
receiving the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is the
Spirit of the universally sovereign Lord—" The heir
of all things™ His mission is world-wide, cosmic.
World-vision, world-passion, world-vacatiom are the
inevitable, immediate result of the establishment of
Hits Lordship within, It cannot be otherwise. Then
what is the matter that this thing is not spontaneous
with so many 2 Why do not the Lord's people spread
the Testimony by simply talking out of a fulll heart ?
Is this also the indictmemt of Acts xix. 2-5?

Is the cost a deterrent by which the Spirit is

The testimony to the Person of Jexus is the ?awef
of His life In and through His '* mermbers "', BV e

Holy Spirit.

Owr further purpose will be to show something
more of what this means in experience and service,
especially in connection witth the age-purpose of a
witness to the nations. 1f comparisons and contirasts
are made, and disorders pointed out, it is not in a
spirit of criticism, far less of censoriousness ; neither
is it want of appreciation of, or esteem for, the work
being so honestly and sacrificially done. God forbid
that any word of ours should bring a blight upon any
activity which counts even a little for Himn ! We have
a burden, a sometimes overwihellmiimgy burden, and
the acuteness is occasioned by both comparative and
complete ineffectivenesss: to say nothing of the
confusion, and so widely existent, manifest miscon-
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ception of Divine ends and methods. It is the more
immediate, direct, and absolute spiritial eflectiveness
that governs the pursuance of this subject.

Let us again state the all-inclusive basis and back-

ground of all true and victorious life and service.
1t 1s the revelation of the Person of Christ Crucified, in

the Godlicad, and in the throne of absolute sovereiontv,

and (Ns objechvr fact becoming by the Holv Spiril a,

power tn e life and a passion in the hearl,

It 1s the effect of this that lies behind all the great
record of conguests in many regions, through many
instruments. This goes behind all advocacy of either

‘" {oreign '* or other missions, and makes such advo-.

cacy unnecessary. Not that advocacy has been
fruitless, for God has come through it ; but its
strenuousness and its costliness are the marks of
spiritual decline, and are the characteristics of a
system which speaks of a bondage in which the Lord
is involved. We shall best explain what we mean if
we illustrate from history.

Some Notable Examples

We have before us the records of movements and
men that have been especially effectual and {ruitful
in the world-testimony of the Lord Jesus.

Here is the amazing story of those great days of
Moravian missions. - In the first twenty wvears they
actually sent oul more missionaries than the whole
Protestant Church had done in two hundred years. Of
the closed lands entered, the sufferings gladly
endured, the range covered, the lives lived and laid
down, the grace of God manifested, it stirs wonder
and shame to read, Someone has said that *if
members- of the Protestant churches went out as
missionaries in corresponding numbers, there would
be a force of 400,000 foreign workers, which is vastly
more than the number estimated as necessary to
achieve the evangelisation of the world.” (J. R.
Mott.). .

Only ot want of space do we reluctantly refrain
from giving pages from this tremendous story. But
what lay behind it ?

In the first place the Cross had been deeply wrought
into the very being of this people. Their country
was made a2 field of blood by massacre. They were
driven from their homes. The population was reduced
by persecution from three million to one million.
Indeed it sometimes appeared as if they would be
entirely extinguished. Out of this fire of affliction
there arose a company purified by the fire, and with

another fire buming in their bones. It was the fire’

- of a passionate love for the Lord Jesus. The meetings

of these brethren, when later these became possible,
breathe the atmosphere of ** the upper room."
Covenants were made that self in all its forms should
be entirely banished—sell-will, seli-love, self-interest,
self-seeking. To be poor in spirit would be their
quest, and everyone would give himself to be taught
by the Holy Spirit. A prayer-watch was set up which
should burn day and night, and in relays an entire
twenty-four hours was occupied in seeking the Lord.
“ To win for the Lamb that was slain the reward of

His sufferings "', was their adopted motto. All this
is its own argument, Here a deeply inwrought work
of the Cross issued in a mighty, personal love for the
Lord Jesus. Personal considerations were lost, and
no persuasion was necessary,  Shall we not sav the
truth when we say that souls languish by the million
in darkness and death, for want of a deep baptism of
of the Church—a company of saved ones—into the
passion and love of God in Christ 7

1f the China Inland Mission hes been a monument
to anvthing as to God's methods, it is supremely
such to the living reaiity of union with Christ. With
all his vision and passion for inland China, it is well
known that,as he went from place to plage addressing
gatherings of Christians, in this and other countries,
Mr. Hudson Taylor said very little about China, often
nothing at all. He poured out his spiritual message
to bring the Lord's people to the fuller knowledge of
what their union with Him meant. The central and
supreme thing in this fellowship with the Lord was
the universal efficacy of fraver.

Listen toohim: * In the study of that Divine Word
I learned that to obtain successiul workers, not
elaborate appeals {br help, but earnest praver to
God...and the deepening of the spiritual life of the
Church, so that men should be unabie to stay at home,
were what was needed."

Were we to put the inner history of this work—
the original spiritual background—into a few words,
we should say that it was occasioned not by organisa-
tion, advocacy, propaganda, appeals, or advertise-
ment, but by a man with a deep knowledge of God,
born of the Cross being deeply inwrought, bringing a
living, spiritual message ior the Lord’s people as to
their fullest life in Him, and the practical outworking
of such a life through prayer. Mr. Hudson Taylor
was no teacher, in the sense of presenting truth in a
systematised form. He was not one of the great
Bible teachers in the generally accepted sense of that
term. His was a message which immediately led to
two issues: the relationship of the believer to the
Lord, and then the practical outworking of that in
prayer and other forms of service, to bring the Gospel
to those who had no chance of receiving it, except by
such special endeavour to reach them. Mr. Hudson
Taylor’s life (and we must therefore think that the
history of the mission) turned at a given point upon
a deeper realisation of what aneness with the Lord
really means. This is revealed in a letter fo his sister
which is printed in the second volume of his ** Life "'.

How far-reaching and deeply helpful bas been the
ministry of Dr. Andrew Murray! -While here he
travelled far and wide in convention ministry, and
since his departure his many books have been bread
and light to a great multitude. Out of this ministry
sprang a strong movement for evangelisation. The
South Africa General Mission is mainly, if not entirely,
the outcome of Dr. Murray’s ministry, .But, be it
noted, that ministry was to the Lord’s people, It
had to do with the life in the Spirit, prayer, and
holiness. It was not, again, the advecacy of missions
or propaganda, but purely spiritval instruction and
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inspiration.
people.

We could add at great length to the evidence,
pointing to the infiuence of such lives, and the power
of the movement for '’ the deepening of spiritual
life "' ; pages from the missionary issues of '* Kes-
wick's "’ great men, and messages in those early days ;
pages {rom that monumental ' history ' of the
C.M.S. by Dr. Eugene Stock.

It was almost exclusively to God's

: The Basic Reality
-The evidence is overwhelming that, from ** Pente-
cost'’ onward, the basis of the fullest, richest, and
most effectual worid-testimony of Jesusis ' a holiness
movement from heaven ", a heart-changing, life-

revolutionising, whole-being-captivating realisation

of Who Jesus is, and What Jesus is; the first as to
His Sovereignty in the Throne of Deity, and the
second as to His Sovereignty in the life on all points.
To be filled with the Holy Spirit is to be filled with
Holiness, Love, Humility, joy, and a passion for
securing unto the * Beloved "' the {ruit of His travail
in every nation. No * spiritual '’ movement, con-
vention, teaching, is valid without the hall-mark of
spontaneous concern for the eternal well-being of
others. Far too often intensive movements result in
morbid introspection. There is nothing more paralys-
ing than this, The reaction from it is just as perilous.
Enthusiasm, interest, high spirits, ‘' personality ",
education, enterprise, hamessed to a2 more or less
dated ' decision ior Christ *’, are frequently the points
of emphasis in this reaction.

The cost to a New Testament convert was too great
to permit of anything superficial or merely a matter
of romance or enthusiasm. The balance must be of a
very real and deep knowledge of the Lord, and an
ardent passion for His satisfaction in the nations.

What Pentecost Was

We have failed far too terribly to realise exactly
what “ Pentecost " really was. The cumulative ard
external effects have obscured the deeper elements,
We have interpreted it in terms of activity, signs,
waves of emotion, excitability, and so forth.

Our supreme need is to know just exactly what
the * Baptism of the Holy Spirit '’ is. All-inclusively
it is the enthronemeni of the Lord Jesus ws absolute
Sovereign, withoul reservation or, rival, in the entire
life tn all ifs inierests and activifies. Within this com-
pass there are numerous specific things, just one or
two of which we may point out.

Firstly ** The Baptism of the Holy Spirit” is a
baptism into the holiness of the Lord. Pentecost wasa
holiness movement {rom heaven. This was the signi-
ficance of the terrible incident with Ananias and
Sapphira. It is a baptsim with fire, which must be
interpreted primarily, not as zest, but as sanctifica-
tion. This holiness of the Lord, established by the
Holy Spirit, has to be carried into every phase and
department of life; spirit, mind, body; relation-
ships, transactions, methods means. Doubtfulness,
questionableness, equivocation, and such-like ele-
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ments are a contradiction and an antagonism to the
Spirit of holiness. It is unfortunate that it should be
necessary even to mention this in the realm of the
work of the Lord, but that necessity is laid upon us.

Secondly, the ** Baptism of the Holy Spirit "' is a
baptism into the love of Christ. This is another element
of the ' Fire "". It need hardly be said that this love
is something more and other than ‘termnperamentality”’,
large-nature, natural warm-heartedness, generosity,
sentiment, and nice words. It is love which suflers
long, envies not, knows no jealousy, rmakes no parade,
gives itself no airs, is not puffed up, never rejoices in
self-vindication when opponents are proved wrong, is
always slow to expose, alwavs eager to believe the
best, never seeks its own ends or interests. This love
knows how to be abased, to have its interests crossed,
to be set aside, to be outshone, to persist when for.
saken ; and much more. Only the Holy Spirit can
impart and maintain this love.

Thirdly, the * Baptism of the Holy Spirit " is a
baptism into the War of the Ages. Not into a religious
playground or sports field, but into the grim, terrific,
bloody conflict with *' principalities and powers,”
with ' the world rulers...of this darkness ”, with' the
spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places ”

Immediately upon His baptism the Spirit came
upon our Lord, and He was, there and then, brought
by the act of the Spirit into awiul contact with the
leader of the opposing hierarchy. "So it was with the
Church. So it is with every one baptised into Christ.
Thank God, the victory has been secured and the
issue settled at Calvary; but the fight continues. It
will take the mighty energising of the Spirit of the
Lord of hosts—" Strengthened with might by his
Spirit in (lit. " into’") the inner man "—in all the
efficacy of the Precious. Blood to accomplish the
deepest work of God in this age. There will be times
when we are not able to work, or preach, or do any-
thing but '‘stand and withstand ', Many are con-
tented while thev can be active and do something.
This can be a real snare. It is spiritual vitality which
counts, not much business. We will break off here
for the time being, but will append a paragraph from
the story of Uganda which carries its own significance.

A Typical Instance

In the earlv days of the Church in Uganda, a boy
who had been baptized came to Pilkington and told
him of his {ailure to be true to Christ, in the pathetic
words, ‘T sin as much as ever I did"*. Pilkington
was cut to the quick, and the desire for fresh spiritual
power was deepened in his heart. Shortly afterwards
he'went apart on to one of the islands in the Victoria
Nyanza, that he might wait upon God and receive
iresh power from Him. His prayvers were answered,
and later he could write to Bishop Tucker, 1 want
to tell you that we (mission and people) are in the
midst of a time of great blessing. God has enabled
several of us to see that for a long time past we have
been working in our own strength, and that conse-
quently there has been no power in our lives, and very
little blessing. We ha\e howex er, been brought to
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see that the command * be’filled with the Spirit ' is
as much laid upon us as upon the Ephesians, and that
power for effectual service is placed at our disposal
if we will but appropriate it. I cannot tell you the
difference it has made to us in our lives, as well as

in‘our work. Now we are full of joy, whereas a little
while ago () am speaking of myself in this) the de-
pression was almost unbearable. As for our work,
God is now using us, and a wonderful wave of blessing
is passing over the lamd.™

The'Chross, The Church and the Conflict

No. 3 (comtinued).
THE CONFLICT

The True Nature of the Clmrch

That makes it necessary to say just a few words
here in parenthesis about the true nature of the
Church. What is the Church ? Well, to begin with,
it is the spiritual relatmbinsssobitlieechidoernobfGedd.
That is the first, shall I say the lowest, level of the
meaning ,of the Church, the most elementary;, the
starting point—the spiritual relatedness of all children
oL&Pd ; and it is not necessary for me to take up
time to say that a]ljtrilly born-agaim children of God !
have a basic and fundamemttsl oneness, that they*
share one common life. That we know. But that is
where the Church begins. That is what the Church
is in its beginnings—a spiritual relatedness, by the
possession of all of this one life which is the life of the
Lord Jesus Christ.

But we must not leave it there. The Church is
that, but the Church is something more than that.
The Church is the actinc ionalretitédiness ol the
childreh"of God. "We" hewe st in>= previous rmestitee-
tion that it is one thing to possess life in a human
body, but it may be quite another thing for that
human body to be functioning as a bodj\ 1t may be,
poor thing, lying there alive, and yet for all-practical
purposes be as good as dead, useless. It is not a
functioning thing. The whole of its organism may be
upset, its coardination of function may be diestroyed.
And can you think that the Lord looks upon His
peoplie with anything of real contentmenit when He
sees that they have life, but as a functioning related
Body there is little or nothing ? Surely we cannot
think that the Lord is satisfied with that ? What the
Lord would call His Churech is not just semething
that has His life. When He would say, * I will build
my chureh '’. and speak of '* My Chureh ', He would
think of His Chureh as a related and functioning
thing, and not just a thing which possesses the gift
of His life. In the theught ef Ged, to answer to His
thought and purpese, the Chureh is this active,
related, functional eneness of His peeple.

It is there that all our difficulties and problems
arise. Things become, of course, very practical, and
it is just there that a lot of people get into a great
deal of confusion and mess, because they fail to
recognise that to have spiritual fellowsinip, and to co-
operate with what is of the Lord in His people, is one
thing, but to be actively associated with what is
unscrjptural in men's systems is another thing. 1
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mean this, that some people think that, in order to
have fellowsiip with certain Christians, you have to
go into the thing where they are, and become part of
it ; their systems, their denominatiioms, their religious
orders. In order to show that you are in fellowship,
you must go in. That is quite another thing from
active spiritual fellowsinip with them as the Lord's
children on a spiritual basis.

The point of departure arises here. When anybody
says, either in words, inferemce, or by their attitude,
** 1f you are going to prove your fel ip with me,
you have to come in and belong to what I am in, and
work with me in that . then that is another guestion
altogether from this one of spiritual relatedness.
That is where all the difficulties arise, and that is
where the Lord so often has to make His dirastic
breaks.

The two difficulties are these. In order to get a
real living expression of the Church as a functioning
related thing, so often the Lord has to break in upon
that iimpingement of systems upon people and cut
them clear. He has to. It is unfortumnate, itis a pity,
but if you put it to the test, you find it is usvally
that way. The system impinges and becomes some-
thing which is distinct from that heavenly, spiritual
and universal nature of the Church. It is something
which is sectariam, and, being that, is schismatiic and
divides the Lord’s peoplie here on the earth, and the
Lord so often has to cut right into that, and to draw
His people away from it, and put them on neutral
ground where they can live and function, not as
something apart from the children of God, but as
something which is not a part of something that is
unseriptural.

Then the next difficulty is for such people to main-
tain a purely spiritual position without becoming
another sect. That is a very practical difficulty, but
it can be done. But it calls for much watichfulness
and a constant guardedness against anything, not
only in your doctrine, but in your spirit, in your
mentality, in your attitude to others, constant vigil-
ance against the coming in of the spirit of that which
you are supposed to have left behind. Oh, the
difficulties are very real and very practical, but not
insuperalhlie.

Life the Answer to Every Problem
It resolves itself mainly into a questiom of life.
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Life is the answenr to every problem. Oh, I do feel,
beloved, that God's universe is entirely constituted
on the biologicul principle. It is the answer to every-
thing, the explanation of everything, the principle of
realisation ; .the infinite wisdom of God In just re-
solving everything into one simple proposition and
method, and saying,,”' 1 will put life into a seed, and I
can leave it! 1 do not begin by forming this flower,
making so many petals, shaping them, colouring
thern, and then building them into one anether, and
jeining ther up and fastening them on to a stem, and
working like that. That is artificial. I will put Jife
inte a seed and leave it, and presently you will have
the flower, the perfect flower . That life itself has
all that erganism, all that organizatien, all that
shaping, all that colour, all that fori. The life has
jt,and if the life Is only given a chance, it will produce
that, it will be manifested, whether it be by the
flower or the tree, or the bird, or the fish or the
anirmal, or the man., Everything s the result of the
life whieh has the peculiar nature of that erganism
in it, and if ence that life can be introduced and given
& ehanee, you will have the erganism. THhat is the
bielegieal seeret of Ged in realising His ereatien.
Buit the natural creation is only a type of the
spiritual. It was only intended to be that. The
spiritual is on that principle, and the secret and
solution of everything in the spiritual realm is the
biological principle. Put the life of God's Son into
anyone and give it a chance, let that life be sover-
eign, let that life have free course, let that life be in
lerdship, and you can leave it. You need not fret
over trying to put members together, and imake
them leek ?fetty, nice, happy and eheerful. Oh no,
the life will do it. God has one key, namely, the
severeign life of His own beloved Sen given a chance
unhindered. The result will be as sure as day follows
fiight, and this whele matter of the expiession of the
Chureh, and the safeguarding of a true expiession of
the Chureh, Is just a matter of the Lord's life ; that
life preserved By the werking of the Cross all the tirme
a%?m%& death, its great enefy., and the gfeuﬁd upen
whieh death werks, whieh is the filesh. Let the Cressbe
kept there ever the flesh, the greund ef spiritual
death, preserving the life, and we fieed net we
abaut the teehnique ; that will leek after itsell.
Chureh teehnigue Will leek after jtsell if the Cress is
deing its werk and the life is having its way ; whieh
enly means the severeignty of the Lerd Jesus ex
presed in the pewer ef His Spirit in terms of life. .
W shall be a sect, we shall again be resolved into
some thing, as apart from other things on this earth
amongst the Lord's people, if we get down on to any
other level and ground than that of the sovereign
headshiip and life of the Lord Jesus. Get down on to
the ground of teaching, on to the ground of spiritual
leaders, men, or on to any other ground, and we shall
become some thimg. But maintain that position in
relation to the living, exalted Lord Jesus, holding fast
the Head, and whatever people may sajy:, the truth
remains that there we shall have a living expression
of God's thought of the Church, a company of the

Lord's people on the basis of heavemliiress, spirituality,
universality, in life.

I would like to stay much longer with that, but |
trust that sufficiemt has been said to indicate this
tremendows difference. So the Church is that spiritual
relatedness in a functioning way, on the basis of the
Lordship of Christ in life ; the risen Lord in the
midst, where nothing of man has a place. It is on
that basis that we are to seek fellowship, and if it
really comes to the point, we must be prepared to
say: "[Look here,]I will meet you on spiritual ground,
the ground of Christ, the ground of our one life, 1 will
co-operatie with you in all that is trwly spiritual, but
if you want me to come into your organization, to
become part of your system and join in your institu-
tions, then you put up a barrier, you interfere with
fellowsihipp™. Now, that is not a denial of the Church,
that is not a contradiction of oneness. To take that
course is simply to refuse the impositiom by anyone
of something that is not of the Lord, not scriptural,
something that is extra to our spiritual life and fellow-
ship ; and where men will do that, there is the inter-
ruptien. We must remaln on the free greund of the
sovereignty of the Holy Spirit.

Now, that is very practicadl; but, beloved, do not
forget that bound up with that is the whole question
of spiritual fulness. The whole matter of the fiulness
of Christ is bound up with our being on the ground
of His Lordship and of His life, and not on anj
other artifficial ground as made by men. And that
raises other practical points. Oh, all the practieal
points are raised by that.

The Clmarch and the Opposing Forces ol Evil

The Church, we are saving, is a thing which func-
tions in relatedness. Well, conflict is mainly con-
nected with this Lordship of Jesus Christ, and the
Lordstijpiof Jesus Christ is bound up mainly with the
Church: so that the conflict is to be dealt with by the
Church. You see, the opposing forces of evil are to
be met by the Church. 1 will build my churech ;
and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it *,
sald our Lord (Matt. xvi.. 18), as though the Chureh
were the main objective of the powers of evil. It is
the Church and the gates of Hades. Well now, these
powers of evil have to be met by the Church in repre-
sentation. And here let me warn you to be very
careful of single-handed assault upon the pewers of
evil. If you do, you will find yourself unable te meet
thern ; and that Is saying a thing very imperfectly.
You will find that yeu will be mightily kneeked
abeut. Be vegy eareful of makin% pergenal, single-
handed, individual asseults upon the powers of evil.
This is a Church matter. The Church may be repre-
gented b gust twe of three.” The corporate principle
is essential. That does not mean that you are net
personally to resist the Devil, that you are not per-
sonally to stand, and withstand, but if you are going
to make assault upon strongholds of. the Evil One,
you will need to stand on Church ground for tiiet;
for the Lord has made this a Church matter, 8 cor-
porate matter, that is t6 say; and doubtikes you have
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proved it. Some situations can never be touched
single-handed ; you have to call in co-operation.
Well, the Lord holds us to that. If you have pro-
fessed to have seen the Church, the Body of Christ,
if you have given any testimony to it, the Lord will
hold you to it ; vou will not get through a situation
single-handed. He will make vou come to the Church
about it, and your whole life will simply be tied up
until you make a Church matter of it, The Lord is
very jealous over His Church. Satan can make an
awiul mess of a life, if that life moves out to meet
spiritual antagonism witheut the Church.

Do lay to heart what is being said, for it may touch
you at many points. It is very true. Do you really
know Church life 7 You understand, when 1 speak
about Church life, I am not talking about whal men
call “* the Church "', I am talking about the spiritual
relatedness of the Lord’s children, the inter-depend-
ence of the members of Christ. They do depend upon
one another, and the Lord has ofUered 1t that it shall
be so, and in the main issues the Lord will hold us
Yo that. ‘We can go out to our work and be with-
stood eflectually by the enemy, if we do not recognise
this law of God, that the Church has to move with us
and we with the Church. There has to be a corporate
life in this matter. If you did but realise and recognise
it, dear friends, you would see that this is the explan-
ation of so much. frustration, Go back to Ezra and
recall how they put the altar in its place, and laid
the foundation of the house of the Lord. They got no
further than that, before the adversaries came on the
scene., And what did they do? Well, they did all
sorts of things; but it is all summed up in one word,
they set themselves to frustrate the work, Frustrate !
Oh, this terrible sense of frustration ! Are you con-
scious of that? Frustration! No word sunits the
situation better than that. You make a move, you
are brought to a standstill. You move again, and
again you are brought to a standstill. There is no
getting through. It is frustration, frustration in all
directions. I am glad that word is there. :

Well, the people fell for a time under that frostra-
tion, and were held up for 2 number of years., But

the Lord did not accept that, and God re-acted to that..

“ The Lord stirred up the spirit ol el...and
Joshua "’ (Hag. i. 21), through the prophesying of
Haggai and Zechariah, and the Lord said, * Not by
might, nor by power, but by my spirit"’ (Zech. iv. 6).
The frustration of the Evil One is countered by the
Holy Spirit through the Church. The Church is the
instrument of the Holy Spirit's work against the
enemy. Oh, may the Lord give us a new sensc of the
tremendous importance of the functioning reality of
the Church !

We are speaking of what the Church is. I is some-
thing more than an entity just possessing life. Itisa
functioning relatedness of the children of God, and
its function on the one hand is to counter this tre-
mendous challenge to the Lordship of Jesus Christ,
and_ i there is 2 new rising up of this corporate
activity, co-operation, amongst the people of God,
this frustration of the enemy can be dealt with. We

are not going to sit down under this {rustration of;the
enemy, but we must be stirred up in our spirits. [My
name is not Zerubbabel and not Joshua, but humbly
may the Lord be pleased to have the same effect
upon you through this word as their word had upon
the people of their day, to stir up corporate action
against {rustration, and to say, We will not accept
this frustration of the encmy !

The Wiles of the Devil .

Now let us go on. The conflict is always intended
to counter the true meaning of the Cross and the true
nature of the Church, because they both involve the
Lordship of Christ. How is it done ? Well, there is a
lot of light for us in the Scriptures on this. Paul
sums it all up in one word—"' the wiles of the Devil '
(Eph. vi. 11). Both Nehemiah and Ezra will give us a
good insight into the wiles of the Devil. The first
movement, as vou notice in Ezra iv, was along the
line of artempted paralvzing through mixture. The
adversarics of Judah and Benjamin heard that the
children of the captivity were building, and they
drew near, and said, " Let us build with you: for
we seek your God, as ve do ; and we do sacrifice unto
him...”” Let us build! One of the most subtle forms
of Satanic activity against the absplute Lordship of
Jesus Christ is mixture, bringing in elements that
proless and .pretend to be in true alliance with the
purpose, but which innature are not, but are a con-
tradiction. The enemy is always trying to bring about
that state of mixture through alliances with things
which are different in their nature. Oh, let this word
search us ! Has the Cross really done its work in us,
bas it been so planted in us that we aan say we are
not just outwardly associated with 2 thing, but that
deep down in our very being we have a burden about
this House of God? What is your relationship to
this matter ? Really, beloved, is there in you an
ache over the state of the House of God? These
adversaries—and, with all that they said and pro-
fessed, they are still adversaries—came and said, We
seek your God, we do sacrifice to your God, let us
build with you | Are you quite sure that your dssocia-
tion is not merely outward, objective, something with
which you have a certain_amount of agreement?
Are you quite sure that you"have gone into this thing
and this thing into yon, and that deep down in your
being there is a real~concern and travail about this
house ? These adversaries had no such concern:
they were not really burdened and troubled about the
state of the house, as is soon seen. Frustrated along
this line, they will seck to frustrate the building of

this house. The Lord must have the pure essence ofa

real burden concerning.the spiritual life of His people.

It must be in us, a real concern. It must be true,

genuine, our very life, not something {rém which
we can resign and go away, because we meet with
some unpleasantnesses, some difficulties, some things
that po against our personal interest. Oh, John
nghtly names those people—" They went out from
us, but they were not of us ™ (1 John ii. 1g9). You
carmot go out {rom something that is your very being.

(concluded on front page
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commimunt thooxi taak kp page)
We may have had thoughts about retiring and giving
up, but when it comes to the issue, that which we
have perhaps called am 'it'. from which we were
going to wtihdraw, that and ourselves were so much
one we could not divide between them. The thing is
wrought into us in the veny* fires of God. Are you sure
it is like that ? The enemy cannot do much with that,
but he is always trying to get a conglomeration of
people, some really burdemed], and others who, how-
ever much they think it so. and protest that they
serve the same God and offer sacriffices to Him, have
but taken something on, and have no real concern
deep down in their being. They have but joined them-
selves to something into which the Hwls* Spirit Ias
not planted them.

Alliance ! And when they failed in that, their
subtefiigge was exposed. Then they turmed, with
threats and .terrorizing, and moyed out _to spread a

false report and misrepresent these peeple. saying
’“ﬁey”'\mmpe""ﬁuildﬁngﬁMMple with the intention of
revolting. As to Nehemiah and the building of the
wall, the false report was, He intends to make a
name for himself, to get a following, to be something
himselff! False reports, misrepresentatiion, the Devil's
work of opposition ; and they brought tremendous
pressure against this thing. A*little thing comes oot
in Haggai about it, which I think is significamt. You
remember as Haggai opens his p e, out of
which there came the rexiving' of the building of the
temple, he says, “ This people say, It is not the time
for us to come, the time for the Lord’s house to be
built.” But they had made.a start: they had put
the altar in its place and they had laid the foundation.
They have changed their mind. They have come to
another conclusion. ** The time is not come, the time
that the Lord's house should be built.” "Why ? Thev

had met opposition severe and terrible, opposition
from the adversaries, and the adversary had not only
opposed from without, but he had got inside and
made a suggestion, and his inward suggestion was
this : You see all these difficulties, these adversaries,
these troubles, these persecutions, these misrepre-
sentations ; they mean that the Lord does not want
you to do it, this means the Lord's time has not come ;
if the Lord's time had come, the thing would go
through without any difficulty ! Has it ever been so ?
Tell me the time when the Lord did a great thing and
it went through without opposition. You have
difficulty in finding a time in history when hell has
not risem, up, when God has set Himelf to do a new
thing. Satan says, The opposition means the Lord's
time is not yet come, the Lord is not with you in it ;
if He were, He would carry you through swimmingily !I
It never has been like that. But you see how Setan
gets inside and gives a false implicatiom to difficuities,
and says, 1% the I.orB"ere"wiith you, you would have
no difficulties; the Lord would simply camrt you
through without any trouble at alll! No, not at-alll;
that is the work of the enemy, to hinder by any and
everr means he can, because of the tremendous issue
that is involved. .

Now, ask the Lord to show you what it means, to
make this word to have real issues in your own lives,
to get what He really has set His heart upon. And do
not forget the enemy will seek to frustratte. I think
he has been at it in this Conferemze, by the spirit of
death, of blinding, of paralyzing. Oh, ask the Lord
to stir up your spirit to resist this. Say, If the Lord
is seeking to do something, then I resist all paralysis
of mind and spirit, all deadness, and 1 stand for ‘the
Lord’s purpose to come cikear!

T.A-S.

The Way of Fruitfulness
Of all plans for assuring success, the most certain is Christ's own—becoming a corn of wheat, and falling

into the ground and dying.
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The Release off the Lord

{C onfinued)

Continued)

Chapter Thee:

The Great Govenmimg) Concepts of the New Testzment.

That enlargement through straitening is an abiding
law of the Kingdom of the Heawvens in this age is a
well-known truth. Itsimplications are various and its
instamces are numerous. One of its too-oft-wnrecog-
nised implicattionmes iés thett eféetssat el ima
really spiritual realm only result in an artificial
inflation, with all the weakness, umsatisfactoriness,
and instability of all that is not spiritually real. True
development is not the work of man ; of his ingenuity,
acumen, efnciency*, resource, drive, cleverness, or
enthusiasm. The very law of which we are speaking
has its strength and vindication in the fact that God
begins at zero. When, humanly speaking, there has
remained no hope, and it has been fully recognised
that only God could do the necessary thing, it has
often been proved that that was just the situation
that*He had been taking pains to bring about. “ He
hangeth the world upon nothing,” is an abiding
principle from the standpoint of the natural man. It
is always a salutary thing for the Lord's servants to
pass thelr eye over the Seriptures and review the
zeros of man and the intervemtiom of Ged at-that
point. Such a survey must ever lead te a eeeghition
that God is speaking in all ages in the terms of the
Cross, and that there, all-inelusively, and for ever,
has been established the Divine law that the " flesh
profiteth nothingg™; that the "maturdl” (Greak:
soulicel) man ** eannat™ in the things of Ged ; that
the first Adam species and race has been wound up
and finished. That is the comprehensive " first Adam ™
Zero, and at that polnt an entirely new order is
instituted, and this is ene In which Ged is persenally
resident and dominant by His Spirit. Heneeferth for
all Divine purmpeses the indispensable eendition is a
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new creation, a * Last Adam," Personally and cor-
porately.

* Full of the Holy Ghost and Faith ™

It is here that we centre the whole emphasis of
these messages. Again may we plead that none will
think us merely critical,” disparaging, far less cemsor-
ious. Surely it is a justifiable inquiry to make as to
whether the above qualification is the one supreme
consideration in all choices and appointments in the
service of God.

In our missiomary boards and directorates what
has been the basis of membership ? Has it been
missionary interest on the part of Christtizm men, plus
busimess ability, fimanciall resource, circle of influence,
a name that obtains confidence ? In our church
councils, committees, has it been by popular vote
governed b¥' any one or more of human considera-
tions ? In our methods has it been thought that an
efficient organisation, machinery, plant, * interest,"
would secure the end ?

Or has it honestly and truly been that, all other
things given a secondary place, the Lord needs fiinst
of all such as, being full of the Holy Ghost and faith,
know above all things what * prayer and fasting ™
mean ? When in the primitive and free method of the
first days the Spirit said " Separate me Bamabas
and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them,™
it is a blessed thing to realise that it was not said to
such as were living in comparative ease and comifort,
or whose occasional or second busimess it.was to attend
to these things, but to such as ‘* ministering to the
Lord and fasting " were experimemtzllly sharing the
great spiritual cost which would fall to those who
would be sent forth. Itis so easy to issue instructions,
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give orders, make plans, manipulate lives, pass
decisions, when these do not immediately involve
those who do so in the spiritual cost and anguish and
conflict. We think that no one ought ever to be
in such a positiom who has not pone just as far in the
cost and sacrifice, and who is not just as fully aban-
doned with all thai he has as those who go forth ** for
the sake of the Name.” The Lord's ways are equal,
and any inequalitty is unrighteausess. and ties the
hands of bles?ing. The Holy Spirit is free to take the
initiative only in so far as the holy constituents of
that Name are the foundation of the purpase, policy,
methods, means, motives and lives of such as are
associatedtl with holhy things. This is abundantly
established in all the Scriptures. Sometimes this
Divine principle is demonstratedl by the reaction to
its violation in the breaking forth of judgment;
sometimes in reverses and defeats : sometimes in
stagnation and arrest ; sometimes in the abortion and
miscarriage of labours.

Thus we arrive at a point where wec have to re-
discover or re-establish the great goveming cumugps'
of New Testament evangelism. These mav be set
down as THE CROSS, THE BLOOD, THE XAME,
THE CHURCH, THE ANOINTING.

The Power of the Name.

* What ‘the Name ' meant to the Church at
Pentecost is clearly visible in the record of the Acts
of the Apostles. The Lord had said to them, as almost
His last words ere passing from their view into the
heavens * ' It Is written, that the Christ should
suffer, and rise again from the dead the third day;
and that fepentaime and remissien of sins should be
preaehed IN H1S NAME unte all the nations ' (Luke
Xxiv. 46, 44, R.V.)=showi Calvary, resurreetion,
repentaned, f@ﬁii%ﬂ@ﬂ—-—ﬂl‘ liRked and beund up in
the preaching in His Name.

Peter on the Day of Pentecost, in hns fiirst words to
ren under conviction of sin, said" ‘ Repent ye, and
be baptized every one of you IN THE NAME, (Acts
ii. 35). To the lJame man at the Temple atte he said :
“INV THE- NAWE off Jesuss Chiristt off Mazaetth rise up
and walk ' (Aes 1ii. 6).. The pewer of the Name he
efphasiwed again te the erewd who fan tegether te
see the miracle, for he said it was® faith in HISNAME
(v i@ whieh had breught abaut this mighty werk.

HE NAME ‘' of Him ' whem e &wﬁea but
'whem Ged raised ‘—he teld the high priesi=did
tlne fan siand bBefere them whele’ Crieified,’

' raised,’ (3)' the Name '; Hhere it is agaiﬂ—-
Vﬁlﬁ& and §HH€EHSH liﬁk%a Wim ihe
the Nadme. ' Speak ne mere 1 1 gl
iE@ eatinell, By ;twam The faifh of ¢ %é
the® alf pewer * % the R‘iﬂ& 1:8{-@ E{ Eh‘% ae
FAl H
BH 8 Ih@

Name, grew §9 TF& E} @
THEY PLEAD 1H {he face 8 fhe 8@@%
Fulers of thi wefd that s 335
g N 8 Jesus &*&@ E\‘
. Wee straitly charged you not to teach im this

Be dene
NAME,’ said the high priest ; and ‘ they beat them
14

and charged them not to speak in the NAME of
Jesus,' but they only rejoiced that they had been
' deemed worthy to suffer disgrace on behalf of the
NAME ' (Adts"v. 28, 42+~Adymouthyh). The fiirst
stripes had fallen upon martyr souls ready to suffer
for the NAME : for the Name stood for the Person
behind it—the risen, ascended Lord.

Again, as we trace on in the Acts, we fiind Philip
' preaching good tidings comcerning the Kingdom *
and the all-powerful NAME (Acts viii. 12), and gladly
all who believed were ‘ baptized into the NAME
(v. 16). We find Saul the persecutor chamged into Paul
the disciple, and the Lord saying of him that he was
chosen to bear the NAME before the Gentiles, and
even kings, and to suffer for the NAME (Acts ix. 1§);
we soon read of him ‘ preaching boldlv in the NAME *
(v. 29).

All this, and much more, shows how the early
Church wielded the Name of Jesus [y in prayer to
Godl, (2] over Satzm's power, and (3) in preaching the
Gaospel of the Cruoss.

Buit windtiis thaerraasenadf tine growear off tiie Nane?
Wiy should it be so mighty in (1) heaven—iie, in
prayer ; (2) over hell—i.e., over the power of Saian ;;
(8) over men—ie., in pmclnmalmn of the Mess@ge?
The Apostle lifts the veil in his lefter to the Philip-
pians, where he says that the Father gave the Sen
this all prevailing Name on the ground of Callvary !l

“* BECOMING OBEDIENT EVEN UNTO
DEATH, YEA, THE DEATH OF THE CROSS.
WHEREFORE ALSO GOD HIGHLY EXALTED
Hixi, ANID GAVE UNTO HIM! THE NAME WHICH
IS ABOVE EVERY NAME :. THAT IN THE NAME
OF JESUS EVERY KNEE SHOULD BOW/'
(Phil. ii. 8-t6. R.V.).

Then comes again the threefold power of the Name
in (1) heaven, (2) on earth, and (§) the world below
(see Phil. ii. 16. R. V. mzrg).).

The Name therefore represents, not only the living
Lord on the throne, but CALVARY—in His victory
over sin and over Satan. It was because He was
obedient unto death—evem the death of the Cioess-
carrying tkrough to the bitter end the only way of
victory for fallen man over sin and Satanm, that God
gave Him the ' Name ',

Jehovah-Jesus He was named at His bll’th as
potential Saviour-¥iotor;, but He had to carry it
through in stern reality. He had to reach the il
point of the death on the Cross ere the birth-name
could become surcharged with all the force and power
of His fimished work ; and God gave Him the Name
in which eventually every knee shall bow, ‘every
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory
of God the Father.'

' Authority * through the Name of the One Who
has all authority in heaven and upon earth is for
every servant of God, and authority in three spheres
of semice seems clearly set forth in the Scriptures,
1.8, ;=

Awthonity iv prayer (Matt, xviii. 19, 20)).

** I¥ two of you shall agree on earth as touching
anything that they shall ask, it shall be done for them
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of my Eatiher which is in heaven. For where two or
three are gathered together IN NIY NAME, there am
I in the midst of them.'

** Whatsoever ve shall ask IN MY NAME, that
will I do...astkk Mle anything IN MY NANJIE, difet weill) 1L
do ' ' (John xiv. 13, 14).

It seems clear also from other words spoken by the
Lord that the authority of prayer ‘' in His Name * was
connected with the coming of the Holy Ghost at
Pentecost. He spoke again and again of ‘ That
Day ' and all that it would mean to them. ‘ In that
Day’,’ He said, ' ye shall ask me no question.” (John
xwi, 23, R. V. marg.), for they would understand in
experience what He was now telling them. The Holy
Spirit would so reveal to them their union with the
Son, that, one with Him (John xiv.. 20 ; John xv.
7165) prayer would be to the Father in His Name,

«and be the same as Christ Himself asking, and God
Himself giving in response to the ‘ Name ‘ of His
Son.

When the Holy Ghost had come, " [m tiatt Day "
(@) They vould ask * In the Same:’ “In that day ye
shall ask in Nly Name ' (John xvi. 26). (b) They woizld
ask of the Father in the Name—' Verily, verily, I say
unto you, If ye shall ask anything of the Father, he
will give it you in my Name * (John xwi. 23).

* * Hitherto have ye asked mafhinggsinsmy »naaneg’ ‘thee
Lord adds, showing that this ‘ asking the Father ' in
the ‘ Name ' of the Son—because united to Him in
one life—depended upon the work of the Holy Ghost
in them and through them, when He would come at
Pentecost. Until then—when the Calvary scene
wotuld be over, and the work of redemption accom-
plished ; when the Resurrection triumph over sin
and Satan had come to could not know
the authority of prajer to the Father ' in the Name.’

* 1f we briefly glance at these same disciples afiter
the day had fully come, we shall quickly see the fulfil-
ment of the Master’s words. The most comcrete
example will be found in Acts iv. 2§-31, when the
assembled company prayed to the Father sasking
that ‘ signs and wonders may be done THROUGH
THE NAME of thy holy Servant Jesus,’ and the
response from God was immediate and clemr: by
the Spirit in them they had asked of the Father ‘ In
the Name ‘, and the Father had glorified the Son.
They had authw¥itytirvaphhiithd Game.

Authority over tihveftores vgfeevl (Tukleexx 17))—-Loodd,
even the demons are subject to us IN THY NAME *
(RW. marg.), said the seventy, and this authority
was not withdrawn when the Lord ascended to
heaven, but confinmed, as possible to all who believe,
by some of the last words of the Risen Lord, for He
said, ' Making use of Nhy authority they shall expel
demons ' (Mark xvii. 17—\iégmoouti}). This again was
proved as true for the Church of Christ, when, afiter
Pentecost, Philip, ' the evangeliist/ went down to
Samaria, and, whilst he was proclaiming Chnist{," with
a cry, foul spirits came out of many * (Acts viii. 4-S—
Weymowth)),, showing that the authority of the
ascended Lord was as truly behind the proclamation
of His Name as in the days when He walked the earth.
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Again, in the history of Paul—not one of the
‘ Twelve ' who had personally known and heard the
Lord's commission of authority, save as from the
Risen One who met him on the way to Damasclis—
we have a specific instance of the authority of the
Name in the story of the girl possessed by a SPIRIT
OF DIVINATION—just what spiritualism to-day
means in its actual truth. This lying spirit, erying
aloud the truh in every word it spole, could not
deceive the Apostle, who, speaking direct to the
spirit, said, ‘1 command you IN THE NAME of
Jesus Christ to come out of her ' (Acts xvil. 16-18—
Weymeouti) and the spirit had to submit and obey.

This authority is possible only as the outcome of
authority in prayer. The power of the NAME must
be proved on high ere the soul can dare to wield it
over the dark denizens of the pit. Then, as the out-
come of knowledge of authority in both these spheres,.
i.e., (1) with God in prayer, and (2)over the unseen
forces of evil in the air, comes—Authority in preaching
to men (Acts x. 43).—' Through HIS NAME every
one that believeth on (into) him shall receive remiss-
ion of sins.’ It was the authority of the NAME, and
the Living One behind the NAME, that made the
proclamation of remission of sins through Him to
carry power to all who heard. In the house of Cor-
nelius the Holy Spirit fell on all who were listening
to the message, bearing witness to the proclamation
in the Name.

* Authority 1" 1t is written of Clinistt, * He tmugiitt
them as having authwvity, and not as the scribes *
(Mark i. 22). ‘ Opinions ! ‘ Na&$;, men have ‘ opinions,’
‘views," “ tiwmies " But an ambassador sent from
Gad with His message has autthority—itiee authority off
the unseen but living Lord who stands behind His

Name.™”
J ® ?.- |l-.-

The Meazming) of the Name

* Wherefore also Ged highly exalted him, and gmve
unto him the name which is above every name ;
that in the name of Jesus evers® knee should bow,
of things in heaven and things on earth and thlngs
under the earth, and that even' tongue should
confiess that Jesus CAxist is Lerd, to the glory of
God the Father " (Phily ii. §-11). _
See-alse JoRn fii. 13 ; ¥. 43; xiv. 14; xv. 1G;
X\, 23, 26.

So far we have seen the fact that the Name was a
governing concept in the first powerful da3's of the
Church's life and testimony. To recover something
of that power it is necessery to understand what that
name feant and implied. Twe prelimimatny meatters
fmust be remembered.

Firstly, in the New Testament times, action and
expetrience usually preceded explanation.  The
doctrine or teaching was given to explaim what had
already happened. In the creation of the world-order
there was light before the sun ; evidently nebulous
light. The sun had a subsequent place. In the New
Creation there may be a eertain kind and measure of
light, illuminatien, * epening of eyes ™, but unto
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fuller and growing understanding life is essential.
John's Gospel makes perfectly clear that the order is
** the light of life "". The first half of the Gospel has
wholly to do with life ; the second with light. So in
Acts it is mainly life ; energy, activity, experience,
In the Epistles it is light ; revelation, explanation,
teaching. In Acts they wrought by the Name. In the
Epistles they taught the content of the Name.
Secondly ; we must remember that with the Acts
the Holy Spirit is in full charge of things, and is
acting in accordance with His own secret and full
knowledge of the meaning of things. It is not just
an act, an event, a happening; it has a very full
meaning behind it. The meaning is the {vll content
of what Christ is as risen, exalted, and: glorified.
The Name bears that significance, and nothing
less than that. Phil. ii. g-11 says implicitly that the
Name was given on the ground of all that Jesus did
by Ris emptying, humiliation, obedience, and death.
It was not the name Jesus that was given Him, but
to Jesus (the name of the One Who was found in
iashion as a man) the Name above every name was
given. Peter said of this Jesus that * He is Lord of
all ”’. That One, bearing that Name, is vested with
pre-eminent Lordship, and in (not at) thaf Name every
knee shall bow. But we must go further and deeper.

The Name is the Nature

There were certain things which lay behind the
missing and losing of authority, and dominion on the
part of the first Adam and his race. These were the
things which the ** Last Adam *’ came to recover and
establish, so that in Him and His race the lost dominion
might be secured eternally, with no more fear of loss.
In the Name this dominion resides, but it is because
the Divine essentials of dominion have been perfected
and established in heaven. These dominion-factors
are as iollow.

(1) The Power of Holiness

It was an umholy thing that took place when Adam
entered into complicity with Satan. The great sin of
the Bible is idolatry ; and idolatry is always referred
to by the Prophets as {formication. Spiritval {orni-
cation is consorting with Satan, and thereby being
unfaithful to God. ('* Thy maker is thy husband "
Isa. liv. 5). Faithfulness to God is the supreme virtue.
On this all Old Testament saints were severely tested.

But no om: ever had such a testing as did the Lord
Jesus. This testing was carried to the final degree. By
offers, promises, bribes, prizes ; by afflictions, suffer-
ings, anguish ; by appeals of friends, by unfaithiu)-
ness of disciples, by misunderstanding and reproach ;
by loneliness and death. Being made sin for us, even
His Divine Father had to forsake Him for an eternal
moment. Thus heaven, earth, and hell were all
involved in this fiery trial of His faith{ulness to God.
The question as to whether He would-—on any con-
sideration—bow down to Satan and let in the unclean
" thing of complicity lay behind His whole life and
experience and explains everything., But He
trinmphed, and yielded not an jota! So Satan was

-~
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worsted and defeated by that holiness, and He reigns
and exercises authority in virtue of triumphant holi-
ness. The Holyv Spirit has come as the Spirit of that
Lord Jesus—the Spirit of holiness, and the power of
the Name isdhe virtue of the Name ; the supremacy
of holiness. Now, dear friends, we shall never know
the primitive power of the Name until we know the
indwelling power of the Spirit of holiness. That
explains the incident .of Ananias and Sapphira in
Acts v. Chapters three and four are a story of the
power of the Name. Chapter five is a denial of its
nature and there it is not for but against those con-
cemed ; it is sinning or lving against the Holy Ghost.

There is a terrible need for this Holy Spirit holiness
in the Church to-day. We are concerned over the
matter of spiritual power and authority, and we
rightly conclude that this defect could be remedied
if there were a greater fulness of the Holy Spirit. But
do we realise that He is the Spirit of Holiness, and
that power is along that line ? It is not power (as
an outward thing) and then holiness; but the
reverse ; holiness and power. There are many things
about which the Lord's people will have to have some
real heart-searching in this matter, and I intend to
be very frank. It is so possible to mean well, love the
Lord, want to be very real and earnest for Him, and
to be much occupied in ** Christian Service "', and yet
to be all unconsciously guilty of very serious offence
and grief to the Holy Spirit. For instance, as the
Spirit of holiness He is the Spirit of Truth.

While allowances may be made for the imper-
Tections of the Lord's most saintly people, and it will
always be dangerous to think of any of His servants as
infallible ; yet, too often judgments are formed and
acted upon through fear, prejudice, misapprehension,
or jealousy, which have not 2 modicum of truth in
them. Open hearted and disinterested inquiry would
prove that these attitudes are totally unjustified, and

" that they are cansing much loss to the Lord’s interests.

This creates a problemn and a question, for it is so often
quite podly people, and sometimes responsible leaders,
who are so afiected. The question is: Where is the
Holy Spirit as the Spirit of Truth in these people ?
Where is His witness to the truth and against the
error ?

When this sort of thing prevails amongst those who -
occupy positions by which they can open or close
doors to what is of God, and when it is a *' refuge of
lies ‘'—though not deliberate, where is the Holy
Spirit in them, and how can He commit Himsel ?
This is ohly one example of the kind of thing that
may be suspending the mightyv operation of the
Spirit. The Name is holy, and it cannot function to
the Church’s good if the nature of it is denied. There
may be many other forms of unholiness, but the
principle of spiritual power is the same. James speaks
of ' that holy name which was called vpon wou ™
{James ii. 7).

(2) The Power of Humility
* He humbled himself *'.
The stain and unholiness in this universe was the
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result of pride. Of Lucifer it is written * Till pride
was found in thee ". * Thou saidst, I will be equal
with the Most High ¥ (Isa. xiv. 14). The poison of
that sinful pride was bitten into Adam and his race
when he accepted Satan's serpent-like suggestion that
he would ** be as God, knowing good and evil * (Gen.
iii. §). All that tesuilted from that pride in lost domin-
jon had to be undene by the moral principle which is
its opposite. * He humbled himself, taking the form
of a bond-slave "*. ‘*He counted it not something to
be grasped to be on equality with God . He chose
the path of dependence from the cradle to the grave.
Hre would allow nothing whatever that would minister
to pride. He sought no place or name for Himself. He
saw through human praises and Satamic prizes. For
His tdumph He sought no advantages among men
or of this world. " In his humiliation his judgment was
taken away " (Acts viii. 33). But His humility was
of the moral quality that baffiled and defeatedi the
devil and the world. " My kingdom is not of this
world ¥, He said (John xviii. 36). In this humility
and ‘tgpemdence upon God He cast out ** the prince
of this world ", and was crowned in a much higher
Kingdom. The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of tatChrisst.
“ The fruit of the Spirit is...meekness "' (Gall. v. 23).
The power of the Name must wait upon the removal
of all that in which men boast, and upen which tliey
count for influence, power, authority.

What a mistake it is to advertise the achievements,
tifles, and status of men as the basis of making an
appeal and obtaining success for the cause of the One
Wiwo * made himself of no reputation "1

(3) Life in His Name
“ That ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ,
the Son of God, and that believing, ye might have
life in his name " (John xx.31).

The ultimate consequence of Adam’s sin was death
for himself and his race. First spiritual death, which
was immediate. (“In the day that thou eatest
thereof thou shalt die  Gen. ii. 17), and then physical
death. There is a sense in which, in dealing with life,
we are touching the very heart and root of all things,
far it is by life that man is to come to the realisation
of his Divinely appointed destiny. We can truly say
that the biological is the kej- to all things. In Genesis
we begin with the Tree of Life, and in Revelation
it is the feature of the consummation of all things.
Thus history is bounded by the life. Alllthe Divine
prescribings in the old economy were related to life.
“ That he die not ' (referriing" to the physical as a
type of the spiritual). The Lord Jesus, taking it for
granted that in the Divine meaning of life man by
nature does not possess i, said that the express
pumpaze of His coming was this, ** I am come that they
might have life " (John x. 10).

This particular life, which John says is alone in the
Son and can only be had by having the Son (¢ John
v. 12), is the key to all things. It has the essemtial
qualities of immortality because it is iimcorruptible.
It is the basis of the operation of the Holy Spirit in
alll His work as * The Spirit of Life . 1t is the dynamic
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of physical transfiguration at last when this body of*
humiliation and corruption shall be made like unto
His body of glory. This life man has never yet
possessed outside of Christ. His first death was the
severance of his spirit fromm God. His second death
will be the full meaning of that in hopelessness. While
the first remains by itselfl there is hope ; for Christ
the Life is offered. But in the second death that hope
is withdrawn.

Well, Satan's great object has ever beem to defeat
the great end of that Divine life, the “ reigning in
life * of a people in organic union with Him Who is
the Life. Death is his great power and object. This
power and work of Satam Christ came to destroy, and
to " him that had the power (the hold) of
death " (Heb. ii. 14). He " tasted death for (in the
behalf of) every man . In the power of His in
ible life He nullified the power of death. " [t was not
possible that he should be holden of it " (Acts ii. 24)).
His resurrection is the inclusive testimony of His
death destroying death. His exaltation is the en-
thronement of life triumphant over death in Hiim,
The Holy Spirit has come in all the virtue of that,
The Nare Is the embodiment of that victorious and
all-pet; But mere on

ent life—" Life in his name ",
this 1n our next cihapter.

So we could go on, for there are other things in the
Name, not the least of which is the victory of love ;
buit we have %=iid enough to indicate that it is a nature
implied, and not just a magic charm invoked.

In this connection we must say a word on the
meaning of

Prayer and Meeting in the Name
We know that the Lord Jesus, when here on earth,
made prayer in His Name prospective. “ In that day
shall ask in my name " (John xvi.. 26).. We also
now that He spoke 'af “ two or three gathered in
(into) my name * (Matt, xwiiii. 20). That prospective-
ness heald in it the fact that only then—afirar the Cross
—would the Church rest fully and fimally upon the
values of the Name, because only then would the
work have beem accomplished by which the Name
would be established in final authority. While He'
was here He was operating upon the basis of His
Father's Name. " I am come In my Father's name "
(John v. 43). But He would later have the position to
operate in His own Name. Thus prayer is net just a
matter of taking a label " In the name of Jesus "
and tg-iﬁg it en to requests ; but effectual prayerisa
faatter of standing and living in the values and meral
yalities of that Niame. " Let eveitt- one that names
the name of the Lord depart from tniguity ™ (11 Tifm.
ii. 19). " 1f I regard iniquity in My hedrt the Lerd
will fiet hear me " (Psa. lxvi. 18). "What is tiue of
prayer is also true of realising the Lord’s presenee in
gathering. " Two or thiee ™ Is the nuclews of the
Chureh. -The Church is the habitation .of the Lerd.
The Church exists only upon the Name of the Lord.
Buit the Name jis the natutre, and the natwre is the
power,
(to be continued)
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He Must Increase

')' He must increase, but 1 must decrease." (John 3.
30). '
The increase of Christ is irresistible. He must
increase. John the Baptist's reply to his disciples
who were aggrieved-at their master's waning popu-
Jarity reveals a glorious, divine necessity, which may
be contested but can never be thwarted. Jjohn could
not prevent it, even if he had so wished. None can
prevent it : He musi increase.

A Glorious Fact. :

This is an assurance which needs to be recovered in
our day. 1t is not a mere dogma, but the {ruit of the
Spirit's revelation as to the true nature of the Person
of Christ, John's knowledge of the Lord Jesus was
something more than that of human acquaintance,
for in spite of the close association between his family
and the {family of Jesus he twice declared, ' I knew
Him not "’ (John 1. 31 & 33), meaning, doubtless, that
he had not hitherto realized the spiritual implications
of Who the Lord is. Then, by revelation {rom the
Father, he was shown that Jesus of Nazarethis ' The
Lamb of God "', God's Son, the Anointed and the
. Anointer with the Holy Spirit. Such an inward
ilumination was revolutionary; it swept away all
doubts and questions, and produced a deep conviction
that this One must increase. And in this his joy was
fulfilled. o

Many things happened at Pentecost, not the least
of them being that the disciples received a similar
revelation as to the true Person of Christ. From that
moment their Jives became radiant with a sure con-
viction that always and in all things Christ must
triumph. _Previously they had harboured doubts
about Him, questioning the wisdom of some of His
actions, and wondering if, after all, He would not end
in disastrous failure. There is nothing more paralysing
to spiritual life than a secret misgiving about the
Lord. When we can face every sitvation with the
certainty that it will nltimately prove an occasion of
greater glory to Christ ; when in the darkest day we
can still affirm that ** He must increase '’ ; then our
lives will be gloriously radiant.

He must increase. It is most heartening to read the
Acts in the light of this assertion. How often was the
testimony of the Lord threatened! From the very
beginning Satanic attacks, through the rulers, through
Saul, through Herod, through pagans and through
Jews, sought to diminish or to extinguish the Church
ol Christ. But the outcome of every one of these
attacks was enlargement for the Church and more
glory for the Lord. When the dust and din of conflict
had cleared away it was seen that Christ had
triumphed. Sometimes the trouble arose within the
Church, but even so the outcome was invariably that
+Christ increased. The deceit of Ananias and Sapphira
was a sad and shameful episode, but its upshot was
great {ear upon the people, great glory to the Lord,
"' and believers were the more added to the Lord...

~

(Acts 5. 14). The murmuring complaints spoken of in
Acts 0. 1 were far from glorifying to God, but out of
them, and of the choice of deacons, emerged Stephen,
whose brief ministry certainly brought a great increase
of Christ. We are bound to deplore the ' sharp con-
tention " which arose between Bammabas and Paul,
with its consequent division (Acts 15. 39), but éven
then the divine decree ‘' He must increase ' still
obtained, overruling even this to spiritual increase,
not least in Mark himself. And finally we see the
sovereign power of God tumming the very faults and
mistakes of His servant Paul to the greater glory of
Christ. 1t is difficult to defend all the apostle’s actions
in his strange visit to Jerusalem, described in Acts 21.
Did Paul err ? Did he mistake his own inclinations
for the guidance of the Spirit ¢ Perhaps he did, but
John the Baptist's imperative still held good, and God
saw to it that the ultimate result was great gain to
Christ and to His Church, He wmust increase. ..

A Matter for Faith

John, however, was not just a spectator of Christ's
increase ; his faith made a vital contribution to it,
No spiritual truth, however glorious, has real value
for us until we exert faith in relation to it. What is
the great lack in the Church of today ? Isitnotofa
virile faith which insists that ** He must increase '¢?
We have observed the operations of God's sover-
eignty through the period covered by the Acts, turning
every vicissitude into an occasion for the glory of
Christ. In spite of opposition, in spite of Satan, and
in spite of His faulty people, Christ increased. Let us
notice, though, that this was not achieved without
human instruments, Somewhere behind the scenes,
as it were, {aith and praver. were exerted to make it
possible. God did it, but He did it in response to
active and aggressive faith.

The very first addition to Christ was a direct result
of the Baptist's faith. John's Gospel sheds new light
on the calling of the apostles, showing us that the
first two were originally John the Baptist's disciples.
It was his faithiul setting forth of Christ as the Lamb
of God which brought this increase to the apostolic
band, '* The two disciples heard him speak, and they
followed Jesus ' (John 1. 37). The Baptist's attitude
was a positive one, and his whole life was given to-
ensuring that Christ indeed must increase. ‘* From
the days of John the Baptist ™, said the Lord Jesus
later, '* the kingdom of heaven sufiereth vieclence..."”
{Matthew 11. 12). Surely in this John is an example
to us all that it is not sufficient passively to expect
Christ's increase: we must be violent in faith to

* ensure it. One of the outstanding needs of this end-

time is that the Spirit which was in John may be
found again in the earth, to seek Christ's {ulness in an
energy of faith.

Here is a safe objective for our prayers. At times
we have told the Lord that He musi do a thing, or
that something or other must happen, but we have
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had no response. We have probably asked amiss.
When we take the ground of Johm 3. 30, however, we
can in all reveremce be insistent with God. We may
not dictate the means, but We can confidemtly claim
the end, even the increase of Christ in all things.
There need be no lack of boldness in faith’s declaration
that * He must increase .

A Cuostly Attitude

This is a costly attitude. The latter part of the
verse expresses the condition of the increase, and its
effect upon the speaker. ** He must increase " said
John, “ but I must decrease . That, of course, was
dispensationally true. Johm the Baptist nepresented
the end of the old order, while a new order was
brought in by Jesus Christ. As the new took shape
and grew it was inevitable that the old should fade
away. Johm had to stand aside to make way for
Christ, and such was the grace of God in him that he
stated that in this his joy was fulfilled. The dis-
pensational fact is also a spiritual principle : the old
must pass away if the new is to progress towards ful-
ness. We must decrease if Christ is to imcrease,

John's words are easy to repeat, but his experience
is a very difficuit one to endure. ‘His first testimony
to the Lamb of God entailed the loss of two of his
disciples—perhaps the best two | The very success of
his mission in drawing attention to Christ signified
that the crowds abandonedl him in order to flock to
Jesus. This Johm was able to accept, although his
disciples resented it keenly. The time came, however,
when even John was surprised and grieved to discover
how deeply this same principle operated. Alone in
prison, abamdomedl by the people and apparently
forgotten by the Lord, he sent his disciples to question
the Master as to the meaning of it all. The reply was
that Christ was certainly increasing, a fact which
ought to explain the eclipse of John. * Go your way

and tell Johnm the things which ye do hear and see..”™
(Miatthew p1. 4-6). Blessed, indeed, are they who are
not offended with the Lord when His increase means
their efftormment.

This is no appeal for romantic renunciations. John
did not perform some act of " decreasiimg " in order
that Christ might be glorified. At times we are given
such opportunities, and if we truly love the Lord we
will embrace them, for there is a certain sense off
heroism which sustains us, even while we suffer. It
is so' very much harder to accept the displacing of
ourselves which is consequent upon a new increase of
Christ. Note the order of our verse. John pursued a
positive course, he made it his business to seek the
aggrandiisementt of His Lord, and then he found that
as a consequence he steadily lost his own place as
among men. Not that he had ever sought a place
for himself. From the first he had been utterly un-
selfish in his wholehearted devotion to God, but his
ministry had given him a notable place in the public
estimation. He might easily have graspedl at that
place, ostensibly to serve the best interests of the
Lord, as many have done since. In that case the sad
confessiom would have to be, ™ He cannot increase, for
I am not willing to decrease “. Let our own hearts
answer as to the possibiliity of such a tragedy in our
own case,

None of us like to be displaced. It is vain to pretend
that we enjoy " decreasimg " in the eyes of others.
How then, can we bear to pursue this painfinl course ?
Our only wa} is to keep our eyes on God’s objective,
even the increase of His dear Son. Let that be our
goal and then we, too, may find our fulmess of joy in
its realization, even though it be at our own expense.
May the last days of this dispensation witness a new
preparation for the Coming of the Lord by a people
who follow John the Baptist in seeking the increase
of Christ, even by their own diminution. H. F.
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From the Wilderness to the Land

No. 4.

A Decisive Step of Faith
READING : Acts iii. J-21.

This is the fiirst recorded miracle in the history of
the Clnorch, and parabolicallly it embodies a good deal
of what we have been considering in the hours of this
Conference, and 1 am going to take it in that parabolic
form as an illustration of some of.these maftters.

We begin at the end, that is, so far as this man is
concerned, with what God is aiming at, what God js
after, what the result of the work of God in a life is.
The man leaps up, stands upon his fset, praises and
glorifies God, and goes in and goes on with the people
of God. That is very simple, but it represents a work
that God would do and which needs to be done in
the case of so many. What the Lord wants in the
case of all of us is to have us on our feet, standing
upright, praising and glorifying Him, and going in
and going on with His people ; a very different story
and a verv different situation from what was; no
longer a liability but an asset, no longer one to be
carried every day, but one who now is at least taking
his or her own weiglit, and going on by the inward
faementum of the Spirit and power of God. That is
what the Lerd wants with us all,

It immediatelly resolves itself into a challenge, an
interrogation. We have each one now to ask ourselves
quite honestly and frankly, In relation to the things
of the Lord, am I a liability or an asset ? Am I
counting, or am I having to be accounted for » Am
I a positive factor, or am I negative ? Am I amongst
thase who have to be carried all the time, needing to
be borne up, borne along and put where I am, oram I
going on in the Lord on my own feet, on top of my
infirmities ? Am I a responsible one, or otherwise ?
Well, we must each one answer that question before
the Lord now, and see what the Lord would have,
what the Lord would bring about. He would tave us
all in the place or condition of this man as we see him
at the end, leaping up, standing on his feet, praising
and glorifying God, going on and going in; and
more than that as we shall see presently : but that
is a good beginmimg. Are we thete ?

The Hindrance to Entering In

Well now, we must go back and take the man up
at the point where we fiirst find him. He is carried
and laid at the Beautifull Gate every day. There are
those who are going in; but he does not go in, and
he cannot go in. * So we see that they could not
enter in..." (Heb. iii. 1§)—tirat has been one of our
notes in the Comference. They could not enter in.
The man could not enter in. Let that gateway to the
house of God beyond represent in our parablle that
life of rest in the Lord, that entering-imlife, that life of
attaining unto Ged's pu . ' And we see that
they ceuld not enter im.'" This man could net enter
in i but why eould he net ? Was it the gate that kept

. had a werse make-u
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him out ? No. Even if the gate had been closed, that
was not the inevitzble hindrance : and it was a big
gate. I understand that it took ten men to open the
Beautifull Gate, so massive was it. But even so, if it
had been closed, that was not the obstacle.

Let that gate in the story and in the parable as we
are regarding it, represent, the_law, that bond of
Judaism which says, Thou shalt not, or, Thou shalt,
that ,forbidding of the law. But that is not the
obstacle now. Christ was made under the law, to ffulfil
the Jaw and put it out of the way. The law is no longer
art obstacle.

** Free from the law, O happy condition !
Jesus has died, and there is remission.
Cursed by the law, and bruised by the fall,
Christ has redeemed us once for all.™

The Jaw is no hindrance now.

But was it the man’s infirmities that kept him out ?
Let his infirmities, all wrapped into one, represenmt
his sins! Was it his sins and his imperfections, his
faults, that hindered that entering into rest ? Again
no. Our sins, our weaknesses, our imperfections, our
temperamental and constitutiomall difficulties, all the
infirmities of our fallen natures, these are not the
hindrances. The Lord Jesus has dealt with all sin
and all sins, and all our weaknesses and infirmities
He has borne. AHithat is dealt with. They are not
the hindrance. OB, you are saying, it is this sin and
that sin that keeps me out, or it is that weakmess, this
imperfection ; it is the way I am made, my temper-
ament, my comstitution,, my mak ; 1 am so
different from others ; and all this is the thing that
binds me in infirmity: so that I cannot I If you are
saying that, whether as one whe has never knewn
Christ or whether as a child of Ged still needing te
know the entering-im life, it 1s a great mistake to put
it dewn te sins or infirmities and say that it is these
things 1n our nature that keep us eut. Ne, fiel
That weuld be te deny the Cress of the Lerd Jesus.
That weuld, 1n its eutwerking and in its legle, make
Ged very unjust; beeause it weuld werk ewt like
this, that peeple whe had better temperaments weuld
stand a better ehanee of getting in,~and whe
wetld be at the end ef the

veue. Ged is fet like that. We are fiet nearer or
arther frem Him beeause we are better or worse in
6uf natwes. Net at all!

Entering In By Faith
What was it that kept the man out ? ** We see that
they could not enter in because of unbelieff.” Faith
destroys the mightiest gates of brass, faith removes
the mountains of sin and human weakness and failure.
The easily besetting sin which has to be laid aside is
this sin of unbelief, and it was at that very citadel
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Ahat the Holy Ghost, through these servants of God,
t directed His blow. Infirmity in itself was nothing, the
rgates were nothing, desed or open, but the man's
attitude and response .of heart to a challenge from

Gatl was everything. He could.have reacted antagon-

istically or cynically, or with utter carelessness, and

staved where he was. But there is some response,
some reaction, which we must interpret as the

quickening of faith in his heart : and you knqw and I

know perfectly well that we shall stay where we are,

go on in our infirm, helpless state of spiritual liability,
until \we come to this point where we exercise, deliber-
ately and definitely, faith in the Lord Jesus. Every-
thing waits for that. That is elementary, I know, but

I am deliberately being elementary to-nigit. We

may have a mixed company, and the word will. I

think, touch everyone, sinner and saint, at every

oint.

P W& have to come to that response of faith, and then
J'mighty gates, whatever those gates may be in our
4 lives, keeping us out, no longer constitute a hindrance.
/ Infirmities in ourselves, defects and weaknesses, faults
Jland failings, sins and depravities and everything,
*#Jjom inheritance to what we have brought on our-
ihselves, nothing is enough to obstruct our way when

ce we have come to this point of a deliberate and
Stpositiive trust in the Lord Jesus. * We see that they
Affic not enter in because of unbelief™ But the
ppobifive is that you can enter in by faith.

" Comcenfration Upon A Definite Issue
Emtt then something else was necessary with this
;gynn not in addition to his faith but as a part of it,
s hadmg up toit. Peter and John were going) up to
wthe temple and this man saw them coming. I do not
cnow what his look was like, his gesture. We can only
linezgine, a sort of wonderfully pathetic glancing
jjiuther and thither. And Peter looked on him, and
isdidl, Look on us. There must have been some reason
'for that. And he fastened his eyes upen them, of
‘loourse expecting to receive an alms. But the effect
s that they got what they needed and wanted a6 a
tonecessayy fagter in this man's deliveryine:. Leek en
ﬂ’ i and he fastenrd his eyes upen them.
WH@L i 9&!‘36@116 m@aﬂiﬁg, a'ee§ that siand for ¥
Ii FReARE HhES | Y 2 ﬁe AFETh FHenditen
IIK@J{'&E’% ﬁ%@é g B% BHE off B feet, HE@EH te Be

'fﬂég 2 f2ETer at eounis; nesding {8 Be Heliver
f Mm? NI _ g”‘i HQEE guu B“\“ ;at‘&gi[
Bemg a [1ZBIRY | eed TIKE That, we
§Han% A Ve BH‘CeYi %;gﬁ

3 _
s v e
8§¥%¥ @ F% {H‘\"‘S%‘é*

o b SR Ylose Wb AN B
| %fé%@%% f«%@ t%%g B %@gﬁg %g'?g ’é’%g
i AR candra Vo The el MR b

23

A R}i .
§ﬂx§m%' E ey

it draws attention to you, brings you into the sym-
pathetic area. Oh. these hearts of ours, how they play
with spiritual things for their own gratification !

He expected to receive an alms. But Peter and
John are saying, Look here, we are going to face this
issue right out : look on us! We are going to con-
centrate in this matter. The moment has come for
this sort of thing either to end or to be imdefimifcly
confirmed !

May- I say to you, dear friends, if you are anywhere
in this realm at all, you will never get anywhere until
yau have come with both eyes to look this thing
straight in the face, and say. It is going on no longer ;
I am going to have this thing settled, ] am going to
bring this thing to a head ; God helping me, it is
going to be fiiristiedl. 1 am going to play with this no
Jonger, I am going to minister to this no longer, 1 am
going to allow this to cripple me no longer, I am going
to allow this to make me a liability no lomgmr; to-
night 1 look this thing in the face, God helping me,
and it is going to be settled : so far as ] am concemed,
ngit another day shall pass until 1 have had this
thing out to a conclusion with God !

Look on us ! That is only saying the same thing
as we are occupied with in this conference, and which
in Hebrews is put this way * Give diligence to emter
in ** (Heb. iv. tt). We must deal with that want of
downrightness with God which alloms* things to drag
on and to rob God of that glory which ougiit'to be
there, and that testimony which is to follow. We
are now getting to-it. Look on us !

I: need not say more. God help us if we are there,
weakened, put out, not counting, God help us to focus
upon this for a swift issue and to play no longer with
a state like that for our owm pleasure, to get
or anything like that. Not an alms : no, it is net af
alms we need ; it is a deliverance we need' net a
ministry to our infirmity, but a deliverance from it.

Look on us ! And he fastemed! his eyes upon them,
and Peter said, ** Silver and gold have 1 mone—and
after all, that is not what you want—such as I have,
give 1 thee.” There is something infinitely more than
the treasure of this world. Supposing we had it all
and still had our infirmity, what have we ? ** Such as
I have, give I thee In the jame of Jesus Christ of
Nazareth rise up.’

The Object of Faith
That is the object of faith. It is not that we have
somehow to conjure up something called faith. It is
the object of faith that is vital, and that is what we
have been saying throughout thns Conference,”and ‘as
the letter to the Hebrews so forcibly sets forth, even
Jesus Christ, Who He is, what He is, the lace He
ies, aﬂd His capacity. 1t is all in Him.. The
focal point of faith is Jesus Christ, and the value,
the virtwe, the power of falth is derived from its
:ebjeet, it is net in itself. 1t is not until you get the
fight ebjeet of falth that faith is a petent thing. You
€an have all serts of imitation faifhs and they do not
affeet the work of God in a spiritual way. Yew ean
have a psyehelogical faith, but it does net affect your
(comchudied] con fromt. fpage
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continued from back page)

Christian life. You can have a Christian Science
faith, and it may do something for your physical life,
inasmuch as the mind and the physical are related,
butt it does not make you a spiritual factor in the
house of God. To become a positive spiritual factor
in the house of God means that there has to come a
vital Jink*between your spirit and Jesus Christ, a
living union by faith with Jesus Christ, and it is that
taking hold on Him in faith that provides the channel,
the vehiele, through which the energy of God cores.
The energy of God, the Holy Ghost, comes along the
line of Jesus Christ as the object : not something
that we eall faith, which may, after all, be something
that we have worked up to make ourselves believe.
Oh e, what matteis is the object of faith, the Lord
Himgell. Ged works on the ground ef His Sen, and
you and 1 apprehendi His Son, Jesus Christ, by feith.
‘I‘gﬁe Helv Ghost seals that, evenvthing is related to
that.

The Outcome of Entering In

" In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk "' ;
and he leapt. Simple in its terms, but very, very
drastic and very utter in its action. Immediately
the man in himselff knew the glory of God. He,
leagng up, praised and glorified God. He had got
it in his own heart, in his own soul. "He knew he
was changed, he was in the good of God's rest.

Yass, and then he went in and went on with the
Lord's people. The corporate element comes in.
Hebtews will speak about Christ as a Son over Godl's
house, "* whose house are we " (Heb. iii. 6); and so on.
The house has come into view and he is going with
themn inte the house. He is going to be something in
the Heuse with theservants of God, he is goimg to

: be part of that eorporate body and a factor im it.

A Mighty Uprising of the Devil

Now vou will see how he is a factor, for two things
arise. Follow through to the next chapter and you
will see. First of all he is the occasion of a mighty
uptising of the Devil: and that is something ! Oh, a
great storm arises because of what has happemedti with

.this man. Things become tremendously disturbed
in the spiritual realm ; and that is how it will be,
and that is how it ought to be. We do not speak
glibly or lightly, but the fact is that you and I ought
to be factors of disturbamue in the kingdom of Satan,
and if we are really in the good of a living spiritual
expetience, that is, if we are really on our feet as
accountaltlle and responsiiblle people of God, not having
to be borne and carried and nursed and ministered to
in our infirmities, but now on our feet, going in and'
going on, then the enemy recogmizes that here is
something to be taken account of, and for such there
s always a disturbance.

It was so over Lazarus. \When he was raised from
the dead, you know what a furore there was, how the
rulers at once set to work to destroy the Lord Jesus
because of Lazarus, because by reason of him many

believed. So itis. 1 wonder whether you and 1 readlly
do represent a disturbamze in the underworld, or
whether the enemy can go on without feeling a bit
disturbed so far as we are concerned. Ever time
something like this happened in the New Testtament,
glu very soon find a big reaction from the enemy.

®u see, when the Lord Jesus comes in in larger,
“measure, it means less measure for the enemy, less
scope, less territory for him. He is squeezed out. Are
yau squeezing the enemy out ¥ Am ] squeezing the
enemy out ? Am ] narrowing his province ? Do we
count in this way ? Well, that is one thing that arose.

A Living Testimony

The other thing was this, this man was a testimony
which was the answer to everv argument. Seeing the
man there in the midst whole, they had to shut their
mouths. There was no argument. 1t is ali argument
i it is doctrine, theory, teaching, interpretation of
truth : but a living witness—you cannot argue
against that. Your mouth is shut when you have a
living person standing there right in the good of
things: Are we closing the mouths of people ? We
shall not do it by the truth that we hold,.teach, inter-
pret, but we can do j by what we are, by being in
possession of the goods. Are we that ? Are you that ?
Are you going to be that ? a real answer to every
argument so that people say, Well, look here, it is
nait the teaching they have taken on, the a=sumitions
they have made : no, no, look at them : you know j
what they” were, you know how little they counted, "

know what cripples they were spiritually, you
know what liabilities they were, you know how much ’
they were without resit: but look now; they have
the goods, they are in the good of things, they ares
counting, they ‘/mean something, and they are in rest,
they are in joy, they are in satisfaction, they them-
selves are changed i What can you say to that?
You cannot say anything to that if you are going to
be honest.

Oh, dear friends, we are not to go out to try and
pass over some teaching, some truth, to people. That
will never convince. You and I are to be here as
those who in themselwes convince others because
we embodi/ His rest, we embody His peace, we
embody His strength, and we count for sommetinirg;
we are responsiblie people, we are positive factors, we
are assets, the Lord is getting something by reason
of us. That is how it must be. Is it like that ? All
this can be if we will go the way of this man, and say,
Yess, this has gone on long enough and it has to end,
and to end, so far as my glving diligence is cumcemed,
at once, and I do most truly by the grace of God take,
a deliberate, and defimite T&ith attitude toward the
.Lord Jesus for my complete deliverance and the
setting of me upon my feet for His glory, for His
praise ! I think there 'will be an issue, and I think
it will be—he, leaping up, stood upon his feet, praising,
and glorifying God. Mav it be so with evervone of us/

*T.A-S.
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The Power of the Blood

Genesis iii. 135 Revelation xii. §-21.

* Andl the Lord Ged said unto the serpemt...I will
put enmity between thee and the woman, and between
thy seed and her seed : it shall bruise thy head— ™

“ ..the old serpent..amtl they overcame him
begause of the blood of the Lamb, and because of the
word of their testimony ; and they loved not their
life even unto diestin "

The Testimomy of Jesus, first mentioned in the
Scriptures by the Lord Himselff in the above words
(Genesis iii. 15), is all gathered up in that one clause
* He shall, bruise thy head.” The two things combine
in that clause : " He " the Persomn, and " shall bruise
thy head,” the work ; and that with a certain special
significance : * thy head " which is thy dominion,
thy government, thy sovereignty, thy crownm. Then
we* have the Cross introduced immediately as the
scene and centre of the establishing, fully and fidlly,
in Him of this Testimony, the central element of the
Cross being the Blood of the Lord Jesus. The Blood !
That is the central factor in the Testimeny of Jesus.
The Blood of the Lord Jesus. I want te remifd you
of the inclusivemess of the Blood of the Lord Jesus,
that in the first place it has to do with sin. *It is
immediately related in that passage in Genesis to
what had taken place and to what had entered inte
the world. Sin, and sin in all its aspeets ;. sin as
tramgression, overstepping the mark ; sin as lawless-
ness, revolt against Got! ; sin as shorteefing, eemin
short of the glory of God : sin in every form in eve
wav. The Blood of the Lord Jesiis has to do with sin,
in the meeting of it, and the destroying of it, and
ultimately in the wiping of it from the univetse. The
Blood of Jesus Christ is directed against sin.

tnied) .
inuéed)
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The Blood, in the second place, is related to the
consequences immediately following upon sin, and
upon the race becoming what it did when sin entered.
That is death. Death I " The soul that sinneth, it
shall die.” “ In the day that thou eatest thereof thou
shalt surely die." * Wherefore ” says the Spirit
through Paul, “ as by one man sin entered into the
world...so deatth passed upon all men, for that all have
sinned,' and death is the universal and immediate
consequence upon sin, and the sentence concerning
the race. Death in all its range and depth ; death
in every realm—spirit, soul, and body. The Blood
testiifies concerning death and has a work to do in that
realm.

Then in the third place, the Blood of Jesus Christ
not only deals with the consequence and the fruit, but
with the cause and the root, and Satan himmsel is
involved in this mighty issue in the Blood of Jesus
Christ. He is taken up in the Testimony of Jesus,
and he is taken up in two capacitifes :—

Fivstly;, he is taken up as " the prince of this
world,” * The prince of this world cometh," " Now
shall the prinee of this world be cast out."

Secordily, as Satan, as " him that had the power of
death, that is the devil."” It is not the death only but
himn that had the power of death, and the word
"™ power *' there is neither the familiar word * dun-
amis,” force, or " exousia " authority, it is the other
word, “ kratos,"” which means “ to hold . The thing
in view here is the grip of death, the grip of the one
who holds death in his hands ; the one who has the
hold of death ; and in that connectionsthe Blaodi
speaks concerning him, that through death—and the
Lord Jesus getting foramoment into the hold of dratth,
into the grip of death—iHke should destroy him that had
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the hold of death, that is the Devil. So the Blood deals
with him in both those capacities. That is the
Testimony of Jesus as in the Blood of the Lord Jesus.

The Issue is that of Life and Death.

Now we see that the main issue in the Test'mony of
Jesus,.in, and through, and by His Blood, is the issue
of life and death, or death and life. That is the main
issue. Oh, do'finlloswr me closely, you will see in a
moment some of the great content of this thing. The
main issue in the Testimony of Jesus, as by the Blood
of Jesus, is the issue of LIFE ANID DEATH. If the
Lord’'s people recognised that enough, they would
have their ground set and fixed, and they would know
exactly what their business is in the world, and they
would have a full explanation of all that which they
meet in the spiritual realm when thev becorme related
to the Testimony of Jesus. 1T IS THE ISSUE OF
LIFE AND DEATH. It is not merely the issue of sin
and sanctification, it is not only the issue of an old
man and a new man ; but in all that, and over all
that and around all that, is the far bigger issue, the
issue of life and death. And until this main issue is
settled the whole question of sin and the bringing in
of the new man, the new race, remains unresolved.
The new éreation, and the escape of men and wemen
from the pewer of Satan unto Ged, all that eould
fiever be. Yeou will be held up until yoeu recognise
the fhain issue. Where does the whele guestion of
sanetifieation begin ? Where does the whole guestion
of a new creation begin ? Where does the whole
guestion of the emaneipation of seuls from the grip
of Satan begin ? It begins at the place where the

ower of death is met, the pewer of deai]. aadt), bee-
gved, it is net sins with whieh yeu and I are een-
teRding, and it is net merfely with the eld westien
that yeu and 1 are eentending. VWe ean be leeked up,
bound, tied By the abserptien and the inereasing
obsession ef el 6ld man and fever get anywhere.
e ean Be leeked up, and tied Rand and feet, with all
kinds of truth and teaching abeut sanetifieation ; the
guestion of sifs of sin speeificallly, and get newhere
beeause we are fiet reeegnising the main issue: -The
fRain issye is death, the pewer of death, and we have
to eome te that eentral issue of the Blaed of the Lord
Jesus, the guestien of life and death. That is the Eress
at {6 Heart. Unless the Leord Rad seitled that issue
sneeand for all in His Blged i the €ross, then all sher
fRatiers weuld Rave entirely f2iled, there wauld Rave
Been nie eompleie Gaspel. Then that Being the Eress
and the eontent of the €ress, we see What the Testi-
meny ef Jesus is in essenee: 1t i3 the Testimeny {8
life, "'making pessiBle a new ereatien, and wheR it
is really reeegnised what that Testimeny is at ifs
eentre, what the issue ef if is; that it is a Testimeny
eeneerning life whieh is Breught inte Being upen the
basis of death Being destroyed, death Havinp its pewsr
Breken, and him that had the pewer ef death being
Aullified ; Whep that TestimeHy eomes inte Being,
and is feeegnised ; when anyone enters inte that
Testimeny and takes that" his testimeny, what
happens 7 1mmepiately, the murderer is Brought sut.
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The Murderer comes oaf.

HE COMES OUT. THE MURDERER COMES
OUT, he who, as the Lord Himself said, was “'a mur-
derer from the beginning ' and always has acted in
that capacity towards any who were called into the
Testimony of Jesus, whether in the Old Testtament
or in the New.

Abel was the first to take up the Testimony in
histoys. What was Abel's testimony ? The Blood !
Whether Abel understood all the content of that sym-
bolic thing or not is not our concern for the moment,
butt God understood what it meant, He had esttablished
it, it was His way through all history. That ficsgyment
in the Hebrew Letter has governed all sacrifice in the
mind of God " without shedding of blood is no
remissiom.” The Blood was the key from the flirst
movement of sin in this world in the mind of Ged, and
Abel himzeli stepped into that Testimony of the
Blood with all its significance concerning sin, death,
the race, and him that had the power of death, and
immediately the murderer came out and Abel was
murdered—not by Cain, but through Cain, and so it
has always been ! Ahnays i

When later Abram set up his altar, divided his
sacrifice, the conflict commenced. You read it in the
f5th of Genesis ; the vultures descending, the beating
off until the sun went down, and then the horror of
great darkmess, and then the coming through of the
Lord. What is it linked with ? It is linked with the
emancipation of a people from bondage by the Blood
of the Lamb.

The Lord gives him the revelation of His method in
the earth. What was that for ? To get a people who
should be in the nations apari from the nations, for
the Testimony of Jehovah. Israel was to be God's
corporate testimony in the earth, amongst the nations,
and be constituted and sustained upon a principle off
blood, the shed Blood. And when the Lord would
come forth to reveal the natute of the Testimony in
the earth as corporate in His people, Abram meets the
impact of the horror of great darkness and there is
set up in the very atmosphure a state of confliiet,

It is carried on in the case of Moses himselff; in the °
conflict in Egypt, and in the comtinual conflict through
his life.

This is the explanation of the attack upon Elijah,
when he had erected his altar, when he had stood for
the mainterame of the Testimony of the Lord in
Israel. When he stood on Carmel for that Testimony
by his altar, and that Testimony had been established
and vindicated against the false prophets; nay,
against all that produced the false prophets and their
system, the power behimdi; THEN JEZEBEL
THREATENS HIS LIFE. Because he is standing for
the Testimony in Israel, the best and most suited
instrument to Satan, Jezebel, is taken up and his life
is tihreatened.

Satan anticipated Mioses by the slaughter of all the
innocents to'get one, as he anticipated Calvary in the
case of the Lord Jesus by the skaughter of the inmuentts
to get one.

This is the key to all those murderous attempts in
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the Old Testament upon individuals and the com-
panies of the Lord's people. It is the explanation of
the Book of Esther, when Hamam would have all the
Jews massacred. Why ? Because they were Godl's
instrumenttss in the earth. The Devil is against the
Testimony in that people, they are the targett because

“they are the testimony. Stamd in this true testimony
of the Lord Jesus, in the po:<eropjilacHddly Ghbastnoot
in the theory of the thing ; stand in it truly and, as
sure as anything is certain, the murderer comes out,
and that is the explanation of all your experience in
the work of God, and in your own petsenal life, in
body, mind and spirit. I am saying one of the most
tremendous and solemn and yet one of the truest
things when I say this. It is true, beloved, right to its
very heart.

The Cross, the Testimony, the Body.

Naw there is one other thing I want you to notice—
the third element. You have got the Cross, and then
you have got the Testimony, and then you have got
the “ Body.” When Abel took up the Testimony of
the Blood he took up the WHOLE Testimony, I do
not know whether that conveys very much to vou.
He took up the WHOLE Testimony. The whole
testimony was gathered up in that one man who was
the only represemtative of that testimony, therefore
the whole testiimman§* lighted upon him and he became
responsiille for the whole testimony. That is why he
was murdered. He met the full consequence of that
testimony, not a fragment, niet a part. Let me say It
again—HE TOOK UP THE WHOLE TESTIMONY
IN HIMSELF. Now rememmber that the Bedy is one.
I am using the word " bed}-" as a New Testament
ter. " The church, whieh is his bedy.” " We are all
baptized by one Spirit Into one bedy,” " as the bedy
is one,” "* The body is onie,” " the Spirit is ene.” " By
one Spirit Into one body.” The Hely Spirit is ene a8
the body is one. The Testimeny is efe. '* One Lerd,
one faith.” The Testimeny is ene. New, beleved, get
the significance of that. 1t is the Testimeny ef the
one Holy Spirit in ene Bedy and it is ene Testimeny.
It is not so many fragmeniss either of the Testimeny,
or of the Spirit, or of the Bedy. It is ene, and it is é6
much one that if an individuall enters inte it or takes
it up he becomes responsiitlie for the whele. De yeu
grasp that ?

Respongiilile for the Whole Testimony.

Gh ! that is a tremendous thing ; re: iidle for
the whole Testimony. Thete is absolutely nothing
local or partial about the Testimony of Jesus, or the
Holy Spirit, or the Body of Christt; nothing leeal,
nothing partial. It is not the Body ef Christ here,
and the Body of Christ in China, India, and se en, it is
one Body. ONE ! It is net the Hely Ghest here and
the Holy Ghost there, it is ene Spirif. 1t is net the
Testimony here, and the Testimony there, if is ene
Testimony, the Testimeny ef Jesus. There may be
degrees of appitieisish, But iR essenee and ﬁfrmht?f
the Testimeny is -ene Testimenv; Hething leeal,
fnething partial, nething persenal. Any efie whe

takes up the Testimony of Jesus in the Holy Ginost
takes up the whole Testimony. Then if there is
nothing partial, nothing fragmentany, nothing local,
nothing detached, in the life of those who are in the
Testimony of Jesus, your wigllelifteissinvodtedd. Yoaurr
business and domestic life is involved. Event frag-
ment of your life is involved, every department of
your life ; you have entered into the Testimony of
Jesus. And that is why the Holy Spirit Jays so much
stress on this domestic and business background of
the Church, strangely in what are called the Church
epistles, In a specific sense those Letters which deal
with the Body of Christ have a specific emphasis laid
upon domestic and business relationships—husbands
and wives, children, and sen:ants. It is as though the
Holy Spirit would say to all those believers * You are
advamcing in the Testimony of Jesus into the con-
flict, going into the battle, WATCH YOUR REAR".
Your rear is your business, your home ; it is involved.
Is it not there that, when you get out on to what you
call spiritual sertice the enemy comes in—in your
home, your business ? He comes in, " and “, says the
Spirit, in effect, ' the Testimony of Jesus is not some-
thing only in the assembly, but in your home, your
business.” It is all one, there is nothing ffex
here. And what is the nature of the conflict ultim-
ately ? It is death, the power of death. You know
I am not merely talking about passing from this
world, though the enemy as a murderer is trying that
uien the Lord's people, and that explains a great deal.
Oh, that we knew more of the power of the Bloed in
this realm—deatth In the physieal realin to be et by
the power of the Bloed ! When the Testimeny is &t
stake really, the Lord does eomme in. You see what éne
is getting at, that the Body is efie, the Testimoeny is
ene, the Spirit is one, and wheever enters into this
thing must enter into it with every bit of his relatien-
ship. -1t is all invelved. Try te take yeur heme out of
this in any respeet and see how the enemy will smash
you thete. The Testimeny has te be there, beloved,
WL eannet iselate veur home frem the Testimeny of
esus. Try te leave yeur business eut, and say " Yes,
While euf Christianity is all right in the ChufeR, in
business it is anethef thing'™” Yeu eannet do that,
you will Be smashed, if that is net eevered. The
enemy will Break yeu in yeur Business; put yeu eom-
glet_e y eut ef aetien threugh veur business, if yeur
usiness is Aet breught direefly inte line with the
Testimeny of the Lerd Jesus. Everything is invelved.
EVERYTHING, and i is the issue of life and dieath.
Well then, it is the death attack that we meet. The
death attack upon the Lord’'s work. May it not be
true that, even after we have takem up (so to speak)
the Testimony of Jesus in the Blood, with what is—
whether we have recognised it specially or mot—in
the mind of God ‘the ultimate issue, life and demth,
death or life, our Testimony has broken down there,
in the matter of the power of the Blood over the power
of death, and that arrests, deadlocks, paralysis, and
all such things have come upon the work of God
because we have not stood upon this central factor of
the Blood against the destruction of death. May it
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not be that we have had our eves diveried upon
second causes, asking if this is it or that is it. There
may have been many things, but pre-eminently it was
the Testirnony that the enemy was opposing and he
has belched {orth the breath of deatl, and we have
met that. Is it that ? Certainly that is true in the
history of Gad's Word. After all it is to throw us
right back upon the transcendent virtuc and efficacy
of that Blood against him that had the power of death.
That is the Testimony.

The Testimony of life triumphant over death,
of Christ, the Life, tritmphant over Satan, the
murderer.

Now we take up the whole thing when we take upa
part, because there is no part. You are in it or you
are out of it, you cannot have just a bit of it. Immedi-
ately you become, by faith, and in the Holv Spirt,
really, vitally, related to the Testimony of Jesus, you
are in that great issue, that supreme issue of the Blood,
the conflict between life and death, death and life,
You are in it, and in that realm there is only one
thing, only one thing, and that is

The Warring Faith of the Son of God.

There can be no passivity in that realm, there can
be no generalities there. You cannot afford to take
recreation in that realm. The prayet has to be fighting
prayer, and, oh! there is need for arevival of Aghting
prayer; to cease saying pravers, praying prayers,
taking thece jaunts in prayer all over the place; but to
come right to the mighty issues and battle through
in the Name of the Lord. There needs to come more
rea] fighting prayer into the Lord’s people. Ask the
Lord to give vou the warring faith of the Son of God
in prayer. It means, beloved, that there must be a
very strong stand taken in that faith, and a refusal
to be diverted by circumnstances and appearances. Is
the Testimony such to you that, if it were taken away,
you would have nothing left, you would go with it ;
or is it something you have taken on, that you can
change as you change yvour clothes ; or is it all that
you have, and you will be stripped of everything il
that Testimony of the Lord Jesus is taken {rom vou,
and you will have nothing left to stand up in? We
come back to the question of all the arguments that
the Devil would put up, and when we have pursued
every argument and traced every circumstance to its
logical conclusion, we have to say, ** if I have to leave
this pround, I have no other ground, nothing else.”
But this must be ultimate, and then you are in, and
when you are in, your position must be one of fighting
faith, that stands ; that says in the words of Luther,
‘““Here I am, I can.do no other, God help me,"” That
is ultimate. When you are in like that you are in a
thing which relates you to the Lord's people and all
their interests are your interests, because the Testi-
mony is one. We are so related to the one Body in the
one 5pirit, in the one Testimony, that if we fail, the
ends of the earth will suffer. I{ the ends of the earth
are needing reinforcement we ought to stand that they
should have it; it is one Testimony by one Spirit.
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In this one Testimony of Jesus there is a mighty
corporate ministry in virtue of the Blood of the Lord
Jesus, There arc assaults made upon those who repre-
sent His interests ; assaults vpon spirit, mind, body :
assaults upon the work and the sitpations. A true
* Body " consciousness in the Holv Spirit coupled
with an adequate appreciation of the virtue and
power of the Blood means—or should mean—a
mightily efiectual ministration of life 10 those who
are so assuiled as we pray. What a lot this would do
toward solving the missionary problem !

Chapter Five.

The Church and Missions.

" Apostles...for the building up of the body of
Christ '* (Eph. iv. 11-132),

In the New Testament we can find nothing which
corresponds to the later and more modern Missionary
Society. Then the Church was an organism which,
by the very nature of jts life-energy, was reproductive.
For it is an essential and inherent characteristic of
life that it reproduces. That which does not reproduce
is an end in-itself. But there is all the difierence
between reproduction by life and multiplication by
imitation, as in either mass production or serial pro-
duction ! The Lord’s intention was that everything
should be Church-wise, not society, organisation, or
" mission "'-wise. The reason for this we shall see
presently.

The Church declined, and {for many years it almost
ceased to be a worldwide reproductive organism.
Only in very limited wayvs and in remote quarters
did any reproductive vitality Iunction. (See Mr.
Broadbent’s * Pilgrim Church '’). Then there came
the missionary renaiscance, and because the Church
was both out of order and out of position, the Lord
blessed and used the secondary means of ** Missions "',
He has indeed used and blessed this means, and
through it has brought home to the Church its respon-
sibility. But, while we would atiribute everything to
this means that should be recognised, and it is not a
little, we are bound to recognise that it has severe
limitations and is responsible—in the long run—Iior
much that defeats its own ends. It is now an open
question whether there is any {uture in such countries
as India, China, etc. for the professional missionary
and organised missions. The days {or taking in some-
thing systematised {rom another country may well be
numbered. Indeed, we know positively that thereisa
movement in such lands to eject and exclude pro-
fessional missionary work and workers. The day is
coming—if it has not alreadv dawned—when it will
be just by means of people living as people—liviug
people—with a passion for Christ among these nations
that reproduction will take place spiritvally. That in
itsel will be but a return to the original position,

But we were speaking of the Church. It began in
Jerusalem, and while its representative members went
and deliberately preached in other places, certain
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featwmes have to be observed. The scattering of
believers (mainly by means of persecution—a Divine
providence) paved the way for the reproduction of
the Church in what has been called " The Spontan-
eous Expansion of the Church * (Koland Allen). It
was the expulsion of life, not the conceiving of a
“ plan ', * movement *, * enterptrize *', etc. Neither
was it a missionary committee in the Church ; or
Council, Board, etc. apart from the local church. As
the churches multiplied, so they in turn each became a
direct evangelising instrument, so that Paul could
speak of those who were with him thus—" Whether
any enquire of..wtr brethren, they are the apostles
of the churehes ” (11 Cor. viil. 23). There is no denying
the fact that where there has been the closest approxi-
mation to this original basis there has been, and is,
the widest expansion, and the best taught and
spiritually strongest churches.*

The fact is that, while, because of the Cliurch's
failure, God owned and used a secomdtiayy means, He
has never abamdlwmedti His original and primary
thought, and with that thought He has imrevocably
and inseparably bound up spiritual fulness. All other
and lesser ways must stop short, and after reaching a
certain point find that limitation—spiritually—char-
acterises the work and its results. My other things
may also indicate that all is not well. We can, per-
haps, best explain all this by looking at the reason
wihy Churchwise is God’s primary and ultimate way.

Everyone will agree that, in the intention of God,
everything appertaiins to His Son, our Lord Jesus
Christ. ™ It was the good pleasure of the Father that
in him should all the fulness dwell ** (Call. i. 19). ** God

hath summed up all things in Christ * (Eph. i.. 14)).

* That in alll things he might have the pre-eminence °
(Cal. i.. 18), etc., etc. When God’s end is reached
Christ will be all in all, and " fill all things **.

Buit while Christ retains His own personal and
individual identity, He has bound up with Himself in
organic oneness His Church, which is ** His Body ".
As the personality is hidden within the physical body,

very reality of the Church. This Church-Body was
" chosen im him before the foumdiation of the world ™
(Epph.i. 4). 1tis* elect according to the foreknowledge
of God the Father ** (1 Pet. i.. 2). For it He gave
Himselff (Eph. v. 25-26). God purchased it with His
own Blood (Acts xx. 28). It 1s “ the fulness (com-
pletion) of him that flilcth all in all ¥ (Eph. i.. 2%)).
Wee are thus made to see that all God's interests in
Hiis Son are Body-wise, and therefore of a carporate
nature. He sent Saul of Tarsus into Damasmus to get
the answer to his enquiry through the Church. Later
He ratiified his apostleship and sent him to it in and
by “the Church. The laying on of hands in both
instanges was an act of identification with the Body,
firslly in union, and secondly in ministry. Nothing in
those days was personal, independent, or separate
from the Church. Everythimg was on Body ground.
This elimimated personal authority as such. This ever
and always found the Holy Spirit ready to judge,
direct and empower. Elders were only mepresemtative
members of the Body. They were not officials or
ecclesiastics. Theirs was a spiritual function, for
which they had to be ** full of the Holy Ghost **. This
h ** consciousness was a great reality and mesmt
a very great deal in every sitvatiom. 1n serious crises,
physical, circumsttenticell, spiritual, and temporal, it
meant that need was registered in the Church and
prayer was made. Those concerned ackmowledged
that the crises were triumphamtily negotiated and
passed because of the co-operation of the Church.
Evangelisation was not just the salvation of so many
individuals or the establishment of so reeigy- churches.
It was the increase of the measure in which Clirist was
—and is—present in this world. It was ‘' the building
.of the Body of Chwisst"—'"The completiom of
Hith . It is because things have been—and are—
things in themselves, evangelisation, ** soul-winning
" ehureh -building, teaching, etc. that so much
limitation exists, .and after so many centuties the
world is so little touched and Christians are so unsatis-
faetery. We are convinsadl thatta ne hesvailly afes-

hexgion of the Chireh as ihe Body of Cliwist, with what
thatswmmlesantidiseaadsisinlibegelaligiommanpopenef of
Qie Holy Spyw, is abmlu%yceggn‘uak&ozﬁbesmpqmpf
the growingly falteegd Arviibe spititud|l W pTRAEISHRSS.

and gives that ‘body its true character, its distinctive
character, and the persomality of the being is its
nvystic but real value, so Christ is linked with and the

* We knmow of some instances of this. One is the case of an

assemiiy of believers in a city in the Farr East. From that one
church—constituted truly on ihe principles of *‘ Body " life,
over two hundred have gone forth in apostolic ministry, and
some four hundred churches have been brought into being.
Tihe whole of this is the spiritusl work of the church: not a

‘ commitiee or missionary depsstment. T he spiritusll quality of
these churches is the envy and sttraction of all ethers.

The missionary problemand many another pro-
blem, can only be so solved, but it can and will be
soJved thus.

(For more on this matter see “ The Divine Re-
actions " and " The Stewardship of the Mystery ™ by
the same author).

" Mem may misjudge thy aim,
Think they have cause to blame, say thou art wrong.
Christ is the judge—not they ; fear not, be strong |
Be brave, and dare to stand alone against the foe:
Thy Saviour stood alone for thee long, long ago.
Be 1t a8 coward in the fight, look up, be strong !
The morn of victory is near—thee day of song *'.
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“For Love’s Sake?”

Epistle of Paul to Philemon.

Special importance is always attached to Paul's
prison cpistles. This little personal note is one of
them, and has becn preserved by the Holy Spirit
because it contains a valuable message for us all, It
is a kind of paiable, setting forth the true meaning
and worth of love. ‘It shows us how to love, and,
better still, how we are Joved. Nothing could be more
timely. Faith faces constant and intense assaults,
and can only be sustained by love. It is, thorefore,
vitally important for us to be reminded of how greatly
we are loved. This is the message of the letter to
Philemon.

1. A LOVE BORX OF SUFFERING.

The bearer, Onesimus, is presented as one who is
greatly loved ; " that is my very heart " writes the
apostle. Now Paul had large numbers of converts,
and doubtless he Joved them all. Why, then, did he
speak in such emphatic terms of his tender afiection
for this one ? Why was Onesimus so precious ? The
answer seemns to lie in the circumstances of his con-
version—"' whom I have begotten in my bonds”’
“(v. 10). Others were begotten through I’aul’s preach-
ing, through his labours, through his journeyings:
this one was begotten in his bonds. His new birth
was a direct outcome of deep and bitter anguish.
There is a peculiar preciousness associated with the
fruit of suffering. Love is strongest and most tender
when it has borne pain and sorrow on behalf of its
object. _ , :

Centuries before Christ, near Bethlehem, a boy was
born in circumstances of grief and pain. After great
suffering his mother gave him birth, but at the cost
of her own life ; and with her dving breath she pro-
nounced his name—Benoni—"* Son of Ay Sorrow .
The father, however, changed the name to Benjamin
—" Son of My Right Hand "', for the very suffering
and loss associated with his birth made the boy most
precious. Jacob's youngest son was the fruit of deep
sorrow, and consequently he was always specially
beloved of his father. So it is with every true believer.
Christ gave us new birth by His bitter sufferings on
the Cross. He will therefore always regard us with
peculiar love. Each one of us is the Beloved of the
Lord ; on the one hand : ** Son of His Sorrow '', and
on the other hand His Benjamin.

In the course of his journey from Rome to Colossae
Onesimus might often have felt discouraged or appre-
hensive. A fresh reference to the letter which he
carried would, however, completely reassure him.
The one wha sent him regarded him with more than a
passing affection ; his was the burning intensity of
love which had been kindled in the fires of affiiction.
We, too, in lile’s dusty journey have more than a
letter ; we have a2 whole Book which assuras us that
in Christ we are loved with Calvary love.

1I. LOVE PAYS THE DEBT.
One of Onesimus's chief problems was how to
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repay his debt to Philemon. He had greatly wronged
his master in running away from him, and it is gener-
ally considered likely that he had actually robbed
Philemon. So he was doubly guilty, Paul states the
case very mildly when he writes: " 1f he hath
wronged thee, or oweth thee ought " (v, 1°). There is
little doubt about it: Onesimus owed his master
far more than he could ever repay. Love is very just ;
it does not ignore or depreciate the indebtedness, but
it undertakes to pay all. \What a camiort it must

_have been to Onesimus to read and re-read those

words: ' ...put that to my account: I, Paul, write
it with mine own hand, I will repay it ".

But if Onesimhus's debt was great who can measure
the enormous debt the sinner owes to God ? How
grievously have we wronged God, cheating Him of
what was rightly His, and misappropriating it {or our
own selfish use, ‘" If he hath wronged thee, or oweth
thee ought..."”” There is no "' if ' in our case. Every
sincere penitent is aware of the great debt of his sin
against God, a debt which he cannot begin to repay.
Let him hear the gracious words of the Lover of his
soul : ‘' Put that to My account ”’. This is the very
heart of the Gospel. Christ has paid sin’s debt in {ull.
It is a pierced Hand which writes our pardon: "1
will repay it ', What a tragedy it would have been if
Onesimus influenced by a false shame, had delayed
his return until he himself had wherewithal to dis-
charge his debt ! He never would have returned. Nor
shall we if we postpone our return to God until we
have a ground of righteousness in ourselves, Saint
and sinner alike must turn for comfort to the Cross,
and hear anew the Saviour say: ' Put that to My
account . ‘' He bear all our sins in His own Body on
the tree.”

I1I. LOVE'S \WELCOME.

" Reccive him as myself *' (v. 17). It is not difficult
to imagine the kind of reception Onesimus could
expect from the man whom he had so greatly wronged.
There is a knock at the dogr. A senvant brings word
as to the new arrival. It is Onesimus. Philemon
would hardly be human if he did not feel a hot resent-
ment at the presence of the miserable wastrel who had
done him so much injury. 1f, however, as a Christian
he sought to be patient ; if he set aside all thoughts of
revenge or punishment; even if he refrained {rom
reproaches, how cold and restrained would the meeting
be. Philemon would feel little pleasure at the trans-
gressor's return. But suppose the servant had

announced not Onesimus but Paul the apostle!

What a warmth of welcome there would be ! How the
house would resound with the jovful news that the
beloved Paul had come! What embraces, what con-
gratulations, what glad rejoicings there would be!
" Well ", says Paul, " that is how you are to welcome
him *'. ‘' Receive him as myself "',

Whether or not Philemon was able to ohey the
apostle’s injunction we do not “know. But we do
know that this is God's manner of receiving us. Not
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as we arc, in all our shame, but as if we were Christ,
sweeping triumphantly through the everlasting doors
of glory. Not in our own name, but in His dear Son,
Jesus Christ. We are " accepted in the Beloved *.
Here is the glory of Redemption. So sublime is the
reconciliation made between God and man, that He
does not receive us in our natural state, but in the
perfect rightzmimresss of Christ. ** Receive him " says
the Lord Jesus, “ not as an undeserving sinner, but
as Myself, the well-beloved Son " ; and we are assured
that God does receive us thus, if we come " in the
Name of the Lord Jesus .

IV. LOVE'S TRANSFORMING POWER.

It would be very natural if Philemon had questioned
the wisdom of such a cordial reception. Supposing he
showered his favours upon Onesimus, only to find
that the latter again proved a worthless ingrate,
Having once been so badly disillusiomed how could
he ever trust Onesimus again ? " Omesimus " means
“ helpful *' or *' useful * but he had belied his nmme.
Paul's letter is designed to deal with this very matter.
“ He was aforetime unprofitable to thee, but now..."
The apostlle gives his own word of assurance that a
radical change has taken place. On behalf of Qmesimus
he gives a solemn promise that now name and mature
will be in accord, for Onesimus’s new birth by the
Spirit of God meant that he became a different man.
" now (he) is profitable to thee, and to me * (v. 11).

Nowadays most people claim to be Christians, but
alas, that honourable name is so often contradicted
by the life. To be a Christian means more than to be
kind, or devout, or uprigjitt; it means to be a Christ-
like man, Christ's man. And redeeming love guar-
antees this fruit in the life of the believer. “ [ffany
man is in Christ, there is a new creation * (2 Car. v.
i9). God's love is not a mere emotion, but a trans-
forming power. Are we a comtradiction to our name ?

If so we need a fresh experiemce of the love of Christ.
" Mfforetiome  unpraffizbibdd!™ God knows we were.
" But NOW profficdiiée.." This must be true if we
are Christ's. " But thanks be to God, that, whereas ye
were senvants of sin, ye became obedient from the
heart...” (Rom. vi. 17). Philemon had more than
the penitent’s avowal that he would henceforth be
true to his name. He had the authoritative guarantee
of the beloved intercessor. In the same way Christ
undertakiass to make us worthy of the neble name of
Christian, fiot by our own strivings but by the inward
energy of His new life.

V. THE LOVED ONE IMMINENT.

‘Onesimus had a tremendimus incentive to make good
in that Paul himselff might be expected to arrive on
the scene at any moment. * Prepare me also a lodg-
ing : for I hope that through your prayers I shall be
granted unto you.™

When the first flush of enthwsizem had
pass it must—tthe humdrum monotony of daily life
would provide many temptatiioms to relapse into his
old ways. Against that temptation, however, he had
the promise of Paul's imminent coming. Perhaps Paul
wasn't so far away after all ; perhaps he was journey-
ing to Colossae ; perhaps he was very near ; perhaps
he would arrive today. We have exactly the same
incentive. Does Christ seem so far away, and fkiithful-
ness of little importance ? Perhaps He is much nearer
than we think. Perhaps today ! Ah, what a day that
last one before His Coming would be, if only we knew
its date L Every day is to be such a day. Divine love
is no abstract thepr): : it is a Living Person, and that
Petson is near at hand. What modest satisfaction to
Onesirrfus if Paul's unexpected arrival found him
indeed living up to his name. So, too, may the Lord
be able to say to us : * Well done, good and ftitthful
semvant...” Evencthingis “ For love's sake.” H.F.
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ReADING : Heb. iv. 1-13; xi. 5-6 .

I am going to speak {for a little while on the most
difficult thing in the world, that is, faith. So far as
the Lord's people are concerned, it can be truly said
that the whole of their life in every aspect—salvation
in its first step and cvery subsequent step, spiritual
growth, spiritual sustenance, spiritual victory, spiritual
work and service, {ellowship with the Lord and
ultimate glory is all resolved into ene thing and that
one thing is faith. Faith is the key io everything in
our rélationship to the Lord. Itisall just a question of
{faith—not {aith as something in itsel{, but faith in
God. That is something which has to be faced and as
far as possible at any point, settled ; but it is hot a
thing which is settled once and for all. There has to
be 2 settlement made again and again on this point.
We are realiy continuvally confronted with this ques-
tion : in the presence of new situations and trials and
perplexities and seeming contradictions, am [ going
1o believe God or not, am I going to repose faith in
Him or not, am I going to trust the Lord or not?
That is true all the way along, and it always will be so.
And sometimes those testings are very, very acute and
severe, A brother wrote to me this week, one who has
been greatly used of the Lord in other lands as well as
in this one, who knows the Lord, and has a very

"real walk with the Lord, and he just put this in his
letter. ** It somctimes seems as though the Lord is 2
thousand miles away and has no interest whatever in
me, It sometimes seems as though He has just cut
me off ”". You may think that is very extreme, but
some of you will not. You know guite well that such
experiences are true to the life of a child of God. 1
was saying that this is something that has to be faced.
That is the life to which we are called. The Lord has
not covered it, has not veiled it, hidden it {rom us.
We are called unto a life of {aith, and we had better
face it ; and then we must, as far as possible, if we
are going to get through, settle it, for I repeat there
is no step or stage or aspect of the lile of the child of
God from first to last, from the beginning to the end,
that is not a matter of faith. Well, that is a fact, and
Jet us be quite honest about it, and quite frank with
ourselves. That is the sitvation. It will help to a
very large extent if we have Jooked this thing straight
in the face and not shelved it, not tried to evade it,
but accepted it.

A Key to Faith .

But we want to get inside of this matter of faith,
and here in this letter to the Hebrews which is, as
you know, {from start to finish, a letter on the matter
of {aith, we have amongst others one very helpful clue
and key to faith. It is in this fourth chapter. You
may not think that it really is a matter of {aith for
it does not seem to lie on the face of it, but when you
examine it, you find that that is the thing that it is
touching—this strange, somewhat technical language
—'" For the word of God is living and active, and
sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing even

-

The Most Difficult Thing in the World

: '
it b

to the dividing of soul and spirit”'. You will notice
that that statement begins witha ‘ {or ', and that ‘ for '
links you with Israel in the wilderness failing to enter
into rest. It issaid that they had the Gospel preached
to them, but the word spoken did not profit, not being
mixed or united by faith. It did not profit, not being
united by fuith. Then there {ollows, "' I sware in my
wrath, they shall not enter into my rest "".. Theyv
could not enter in because of unbelief. Then more

about the rest and their {ailure to enter in, and then—

‘ For the word of God divides between soul and
spirit . This is the key to faith, or a key to faith.
What isit ? It is the conquest of the soul, and that is
said to explain the whole of the wilderness failure and
the subsequent not entering into the rest.

You know what soulis. I am not going to stay with
soul and &pirit very much. We know in this matter
that the soul is the self-conscious life. By our sonls
we are conscions of ourselves and other people and
all that world of things here. Spirit is just the God-
conscious life. By our spirit we are conscious of God
Who is Spirit, and all that realm. Sell-conscicus and
God-conscious life, and because those two things were
not defined, put apart and recognised in their differ-
ence, but allowed to overlap and bring about a state
of confusion, they did not enter in. They failed
because of unbelief. Well, what does that amount to ?
The sell-conscious life predominated, and the God-
conscious life did not predominate, was made subject
and subservient. In other words, for them, everything
was a matter of how self was affected by the situation
and by the prospect. You find them again and again
{full of enthusiasm, full of zeal, full of what looked
like real interest in the things of the Lord. Oh yes,
they were going on, they were full of apparently real
devotion to the Lord. But that was when the situation
was pleasing them and when the. prospect was pre-
sented so that it brought a great sense of possibilities
for them, prospects for them, and their gratification.
Oh, this is fine, this is good ; tell us more about this
wonderlul land to which we are going, keep telling us
about all its glorlous, wonders, and resources ; go on,
we are most interested in this, we are in for that!
But it was all soul, self-conscious seif-interest, self-
gratification. And when there arose some situation,
either present or in relation to that prospect which
made it a matter of denying, sacrificing self, letting go
self-interests, and having to face up to a very difficult
situation which was going to be very costly to them,
they were not so interested ; their zeal went, and un-
belief rose up ; it was there and it rose up. They were

not so concerned about this thing now, it was not’

now for themn. What was it for ? It was for the Lord
onlv first, and their interests were entirely eclipsed.
Thevswould only come into their inheritance when the
Lord got His. The Lord first; ‘‘ Seek ye first his
kingdom and his righteousness ; and all these things
shall be added unto yvou ' (Matt. vi. 33), and that
putting first often meant a letting go of everything
personal.

— o —
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Does not that get right to the heart of this thing ?
What is disappointment to us ? Can we always say
that disappointment which we think is disappoint-
ment with the Lord and over His things is because we
did so much want the Lord to have what He wanted
irrespective of our interests at all ; we were prepared
to let evgrything go, we were not mixed up in this
thing somehon-? In the Lord getting what He wants,
we see ourselves figuring in some way. 1t has to be a
very sharp instrument that gets in between those two
things and defines them because they are so mixed up.
Is it not true that faith wavers, weakens and oi%
tiinnes goes right down and under when in the way of
the Lord’s interests ouwsgléeasecenbiiéblyshnttoaut?

What is the key to faith then ? The Ney to faith is
this dividing of soul and spirit, or, in other words, it
is the complete abnegation of self-interests—mait in
the Buddhist sense of annihilation, but in the sense of
@uil's interests becoming positive and predominant.
That is where the battle of faith rages ; it rages upon
that ground always. If we were so utterly—and not
one of us really is—iif we were so utterly consumed for
the Lord's interests alone that no other interest in our
lives had any precedence or power to govern us, we
would be in victory all the time. It is this completely
disinterested concern ifor what the Lord wants that is
the key to faith. If lurael in the wilderness had taken
this attitude—Well, this is a very difficult experience,
but the Lord is after something, the Lord wants
something, and He evidently knows that that is the
best way to get itt; all right, I am with Him, I may
lose everything, I.may stiffer the loss of all things, but
it is what the Lord wants that matters. The Lord
wants us In that land ; well, if it means everything,
to be there for the Lord's pleasute, that is the thing
that matteis—if that had been thelr attitude, do you
think they weuld have jeurneyed forty years in the

First of all, of course, it is rest. We are not now think-
ing of some future rest, some future land, whatever
our hymn writers have to say about it. You read
again this fourth chapter of the letter to the Hebrews,
and you see " We who have believed do enter inte
that rest **. Some of us have already entered in, says
the Apostle. God defines a day—it is not the future=
and some of us.do enter in. This rest is net a time
period, 1t is a state, and the Apostle says here so
clearly that entering into rest is simply a matier 6j
entering into a settled falth in God. You knew guite
well that hewever deetrinal and teehnieal this ma

seem, it is very true. We ean prove it almest any d§
of eur lives. When we get 6 the place whefe we
put eurseiNes and what we weuld like en ene side and
aeeept the Lerd's will—net just resipnedly saving
Well, if that is what the Lerd wants, 1 eapitulate;
if 1 could have it etherwise, 1 weuld, But this is
evidently what the Lerd wants : But 1f_w1£h all eur
heart we aeeept it and enter inte this with the Lefd
{0 co-operaie With Him, when we eome ihere, fest
enters [REG 8uF seuls, eur seuls esme t8 fest; oR all

sorts of thiAgY, smafl and great.

{b) Power with God

Then victory comes because faith is power. If the
Word of God is strong and clear about one thing, it is
about this. Ob, faith is power. First of all, it is power
with God. What is more powerful with God than {6’
be well-pleasing to Him, and that is why I read about
Enoch. “ By faith Enoch was translated that he
should not-see death ; and he was not found because
God tramslated him : for he hath had witness borne to
him that before his translation he had been well-
pleasing unto God . That is all centred in, and made
to rest upon, faith. ** Without faith it is impossible
to be well-pleasing unto him . Surely that is our

wilderness round and round, do j'ow think at the -ambhition zibwouc'all—to e wellplbazingg winte Him.

border of the land they weuld have been turned back
to perish in the wilderness ? Yeu can see in the eon-
summatien; that next generatien whieh did ge in,
went iA en this matter ef faith enly. The whele
story is based upen faith.

There is the faith of Rahab the harlatt; her faith
was the key to the land—Jericho. Then there was
the faith of going round six days in silence and on the -
seventh the shout of faith, without drawing a sword
or turning a hand to do anything but go round—
ridicullowss [l It is all such utter faith. They went up
and possessed on-that basis. That generation did emter
in because of faith, whereas the generation before did
not enter in because of unbelief. But this generation
went up because Joshua and Caleb had said, If the
-Lord delight in us, He will bring us in (Num. xiv. 8).'
That is the matter—it is the delight of the Lord, per--
fectly disinterested concern for what the Lord wants,
and that is one of the most difficult things in life, to

get this self out of the way.

The Result of Faith
(@) Rest
So, just finally, a little word on the result of faith.
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How 2>—t0 belleve Him, to trust Him, to repose fith
in Him, to be well-pleasing unto Him. Itis Wikl
Ged. We ean consider that aleng the other line, that
our weakness with the Lord is always found in eufr
feservation, eur guestion, our doubt, our uncertainty.
That is eur weakness with God, and the Lord
waits.

(c) Power over Satan

It is victory over the Devil because, if there is one
thing that is"the p of the Devil, it is un-
belief, and if there is one thing that the Devil is always
seeking to Ffemete and maintaln, it is unfaith. The
hallmark ef the Devil's work from the Garden to the
énd is unbelief, doubt of Ged, to guestion abeut Ged
and Ged's ways and Ged's metives. That is where
the Devil is eoming all the time=with an 'if’. If
this and if that. 1f God were what He says He is,
then this weuld net be. You know the theusands ef
'ifs' and ‘ buts ’ of the Devil. The enly pewer ef
vietory sver the Devil is faith in Ged. We ean use the
janguage of vietery and pewer ever S#an and it
QUALS ToF Aething.” We must have a new pesition of
POWer gver the enemy. The key is faith ; it may be
¢ (conalvdiefl o irond Sage
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continued from badkioagE) .
faith in the Blood, or in the Name/(or in the Lord, but
it is faith.

(d) Power over the World

It is power over the world. * This is the victory
that hath"overcome the world, even our faith " (I
John v, 4). The world in this sense is that whole
systerh and order and avmamplere and attitude of
things which must have the seen and the present.
What is the mark of the world ? It must see, it must
have sozf. Anything that is unseen and not present is
utterly outside of the mentality of the world, and we
know 'haw much of the world there is in our nature ;
and the battle is there. Faith overcomes that world
that is in our own natures and around us. " The
things which are seen are temporall: but the things
which are not seen are eternal * (II.. Cor. iv. &S8).
Faith has to de with those things.

Wi could talk for manv hours on the matter of

faith. Please do not think I am laying down the law
to you. God knows the battlle in all of our hearts on
this matter and how true we know this to be in our
oum experience. We simply talk. to one amother
solemnly. We shall always have to falll down before
Hiim and say, Lord, increase our faith ! There will be
many times when we shall say, Lord, I have not
faith for that, 1 have not faith to face this, to accept
this. 1t is a matter of a new dealing with the Lord on
this question of faith. There is the fact, it has to be
faced, to be settled, to be resolved again and again.
Everything depends upon it—the victory in every
realm, going on with the Lord, getting through to
. what God has purposed. It is all this matter of fisiith
in God, and thereby being well-pleasing unto Hiim,
" He that cometh to God must believe that he is,
and that he is a rewarder of thern that seek after him ™
(Hb#b. xi. 6). Lord, inerease our faith ! TAS
AL-S.

“The Burden of the Valley off Vision *

Reapmve : Isaiah xxii. 1.

The word ‘" burden " here just does meam a load or
weight, as much as a man can camy. Thus the
Prophets felt what.the Lord had shown them to be
something that weighed heavily upon them and often
everwhelfmed them.

The prophetic functiom is brought into operation
at a time when things are not well with the people
and work of God, when declension has set in ; when
things have lost their distinctive Divine cenenttar;
when there Is a falling short or an accretion of
featwies whieh were never intended by God. -The
Prophet in prineiple is one who represenits—iin him-
self and his vision—Ged's reaction to either a danger-
pus tendeney or a poesitive deviation. He stands on
Ged's fulh ground and the trend breaks on him. That
whieR eenstitutes this prophetie funetiom is spiritual
pereeptien, discernment, and insight. The Prephet
385, and He sess what ethers are net seeing. 1t is
ysten, and this visien is net just of an enlemise, 8
“WoEk . 3 ventire; it is a 3IRle 3 eondition. 1t is

+ {oF the Wwerk as sueh that he is coneerned, Bui for
tne spiritual state that disheneurs and gHeves the Lerd.

This faculty of spiritual discernment makes the "

Prophet a very lonely man, and brings upon him all
the charges of being singular, extreme, idealistic,
unballameed, spiritually proud, and even schismatic.
He makes many enemies for himself. Sometiimes he is
nait vindicatstt until after he has left the earthly
scene of his testimony. Neverttiddless, the Prophet
is the instrument of keeping the Lord's full theught
alive, and of maintaining vision without which the
peoplie are doorned to disintegration. .

While it has so often been an individual with whom

the Lord has deposited His fuller, thought and made
Hiis prophetic vessel, it has also very frequently been
a company of His people in which He has been more
utterly representztl.  Such -compamizs are seen
scatwnedl down the ages. . They were the Lord's
reactionary vessels. Such, surely, are the ' Over-
comers  of every “end-time . The mass of Christ-
iams. may be too taken up ‘with the extemmlls and
acceptarti ways of Christitaniity ; too spiritually satis
. fied with the lessar; too bound by tradition and
fettered by the establiished order. The Lord eannet
do His fulll thing with them because He does fiet put
Hiis new wine into old wine-sikiiss: ‘the -skins weuld
burst and the life be wasted—muit conserved to definite
. He finds Himsadlf limited by an erder whieh
—uwhile it may have been rignt at a certain tire and
for a certain period to earry His testimony up te a
certain point—;;et fiow refains as the fixed beund,
and for want of an essentiall adjustaltimess His fuller
putposes are impossible of realisatien, Se it was with
Judniism, so it has become with Clrigtitaditty, and
80 it is with many ah instrumemtalitty which has been
greatly used by Him. There is no fimalityy with us
here, and it is dangerous to the Lord's interest to
conclude that, because the Lord led and gave a
patterm at a certain time, that was fulll and fiimal
and must memain, }E\ﬁa’y bit of new revelation will
call for adjwstrmamnt, but revelation waits 'flor such a
sense of need as to—at least—muake for willingness
to adjust,
. __The Lords needs that which really does represent
« His fullest possible thought, and not those who are

o ae

+ just doing a good work. But it costs ; and this is the

" urBenobtthieeve Hlevo bividbdon
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The Release of the Lord

(Concluded)

Revival or Reformation

In the light ot all that has been said and implied in
these chapters, the question arises as to whether the
greater need of our time is revival or reformation.
‘There is very much prayer being made, and appeal
being pressed for revival. It s said and believed that

- if there should take place a mighty outpouring of the

Holy Spirit upon, the people of God, all our difficulties
would be overcome, our defects and deficiencies made
good, our mistakes transcended, and so on. Reference
1s made to such events in past times and the inferences
or conclusions drawn. ¥e would be far from denving
the truth of this as to the actual period of 1ts duration,
but we do feel that a too superficial deduction or con-
clusion results in a delaying or staying of what God is
really seeking. What have been called revivals have
really—in the Divine intention, and in their very
essence—been reformations.  The high tides of
spiritual life have invariably had toe effect of making
ndiculous many of the things of which the Church
was proud ; making puerile many things formerly con-
sidereg essential ; ruling out many things prevailing,
and generally upsetting the accepted and established
syvstem of things, Bammers have gone down ; second-
ary things have been removed from primary place.
Indeed the whole standard of estimates has been
changed and turned about. This is not only true
with regard to great ' revival ' times, but also
true when the Lord's people of all connections and
complexions have met on purely spiritual ground, as
at great conventions.

Now, the point is this. If the Spirit of God so either
ignores or transcends 5o much that marks the Christian
system, and makes it as though it counts so little,
{and the Holv Spirit never compromises on what is
vita] and reallv of God), does it not mean that He calls
for a reconsideration of very much that obtains?

There are several wavs of putting this. For instance
The nearer the earth and its temporal life Christendom
has got, the more and greater have such things as
ritual had a place. Ritual, Rites, Vestments, Cere-
monial, Formality, and such like externals have
always been the marks of low and poor spiritual con-
ditions, and the measure of importance given to them
is always an index to spiritual measure. On the other

hand, a deep, strong, pure spiritual state has always .

been marked by simplicity and an absence of the
aboyve. History proves this beyond a doubt, and tides
of the Spirit are outstanding evidence of it. The days
of the Church’s greatest spiritual power and impact
were days when ecclesiastical forms, architecture and
ritual were njl, and the Lord Himself was everything.

Then again, although many such things lie in the
background, it is fullv recognised and accepted that,
in conventions for fuller spiritval life, they must be
left behind and for the time being reg>rded as though
they were not. Someone has said what a pity it is that
such times and conditions should only last for a week
or thereabouts and then there should be a.coming
down to return to all the earthly distinctions! Yes,
and that may very well be the point of all that we are
trying to say. One thing is patent ; it is that in such
times the Holy Spirit does not revive and stimulate
these religious things, He very largely negatives them.
Does it pot, then, become necessary for us to see and
take note of the efiect of a Holy Spirit movenient, and
by His works does not the l.ord call for some adjust-
ment in this matter ? .

To put that another way. What will the Lord
revive ? What will the Lord take note of ? We have
instances of revivalin Israel in the davs of Josiah and
Hezekiah. The occasion of the revival was a bringing
fullv into view of Christ crucified (the Passover), The
effect of revival was the smashing of the empty and
{alse religious ritual und 1ts objects. But it was supes-
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ficial ; it did not go deep cnough, and when'they re-
turned to the old level these things were found to be
still in their hearts. The correspondence may not be
perfect, but therc are true parallels, We have referred
ta ritual and such things, but this is not all. What is
true in that matter is just as true in respect of sects
and “ church " divisions with very much of what
characterises themand each one. Here we want to be
quite fair and just, and presently we shall say more in
this connection.

Our present point is that we have very much
evidence borne by the Spirit,of God in true spiritual
movements that He has weighed this whole matter

as it now exists and has written it off as, not only un- .

important, but definitely obstructive and limiting. If,
when the Lord's people are in a tide of the Spirit, some
leader or speaker .s unfortunate enough as to bring in
something that belongs essentially to his particular

. church order or system cr procedure, something akin

to a pang, a shudder, or a shadow is registered in
spiritual people, and everyone refers to it as a pitv, a
mistake, or a serious bit of bad taste, QOiten the level

of the meeting is Jowered by such, and it is not easy to’

recover. The fact is that the Spirit is grieved. We can
reason both ways. To get away from the lesser things
we need a mighty visitation of the Spirit of God ; this,
and this only, will do it. Most people apree to this, and
we have heard very mnch said slong this line. What
has alwavs perplexed us is that, while things of this
kind have been so repeatedly and strongly stated, the
implication seems never to have registered itself with
sufficient strengthasto result in practical adjustments.
So, on the other hand, .{ we seriously faced the things
which the Spirit of God has again and again ruled out
when He has had His way, would not the way be
opened for a more permanent high level of spiritual
life, fulness, and effectiveness ?

That brings us back to our original question. Is not
reformation an essential part of revival ? Does not the
Lord call for certain drastic adjustments before He
can ‘' open the windows of heaven ' ? (Mal. iii. 10).
Are we able to agree that what is needed is not so
much a * visitation ”’ of God in a passing wave of
revival, but a reformation which will make possible a
new level of life for—at least—a long time to come ?

- Is there need for a new reformation now ?

If so, what is the nature of that reformation ?
Perhaps the best way to answer the first question
would be to deal with the second. To do this we must
lock at the situation as it is in Christianity., By
** Christiamty " we do not mean just Christendom in
general, but evangelical Christianity. Three things
have come to characterise it, in the main.

i. A system of Doctrines.

ii. Denominational, Sectarian, and Missions Divi-

sions.

iii. Forms of Work.

I. A System of Doctrines

Evangelical Chnistianity has very largely become -

resolved into a crystallised and set system of doctrines.

Those doctrines are the Deity of Christ ; His Atoning
Death ; His Bodily Resurrection ; His Ascension and
Exaltation ; and—with some variations as to time
and manner—His Personal Return: The Person of
the Holy Spirit: The Inspiration and Absolute
Authority of the Bible ; ectc.

Let us hasten to sav, lest anyone should jump to
conclusions, read no further, and go away to mis-
represent us, that we are nof implying or calling for 2
necessary reform in the essential doctrines of the
Church as above. These things are rightly and truly
basic and governing, and must be maintained in
purity and fulness. But when we have said all that
could and should be said for them, we are far {rom
having solved the problem of the Church's spiritoal
life and power. Orthodoxy and *' soundness '’ never
was the sign of spiritual life. Indeed '* Fundamental-
ism '’ as such can be as cold, hard, cruel, bitter, dead,
and ugly as the Inquisition, and it often is so. Its
weapons are often completely carnal, and it does vot
hesitate to resort to phvsical force. This may be its
extreme form, but even where these truths are held
without these particular features, there is more often
than otherwise a rigid-legalism resulting in hardness
suspicion, prejudice, and exclusiveness of spirit.
Many divisiors have followed—not the faithful stand
for the truth—but some enforcing of some aspect of a
particular truth—hair-splitting. When we say this,
we are far from forgetting the costly battles for truth
in the Church's historv, and how often the situation
has been saved by faithiul men in this respect. Qur

.point here is another one. The Dostrines of Christian-

ity have become something in themselves, and because
this is so a hest of unhappy, unholy, and unnecessary
elements have gained a strong place in Christianity.
It is so easy to gain younr point and lose the real
spiritual value. We are fully alive to the Devil’s age.
long work to destroy the Truth and to sow false doc-
trine, and we are wholly with faithful witness to the
essentials of the Faith. Reform in doctrine is not our
point at present, but reform in the place or relation-
ship of doctrine. Be patient and follow through. We
have a great and vital object in view. Christianity is
not necessarily or inevitably established when the
sum of its doctrines or tenets is enunciated and
assented to. Here ‘ the letter may kill * rather than
make alive. There is tnat which 1s not apart frdm the
truths, but much more than they. Without that other

and more, the very truths themselves may lack their

right meaning. To that other we shall come presently.

II. Christian Divisions
We have said that Evangelical Christianity has
become a system of Denominations, Sects, and
Sectional Organisations. In fairness and righteous-
ness, we must remember that many of these had an
bonourable beginning. As to Denominations, in not a

Few cases it was a conscientious st and for some parti-

culer doctrine, doctrines, or form of expression, costing
very heavily, that brought these into being. And so
with many other institutions, movements, missions,
and organisations ; some divergence from the truth,
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or some failure in the responsilbilbity, obligmtiom, and
purese to which Christigmiity is committed resulted
in the rising up of these specific and varied actiivities.
It is no small history of devotion, heroism, sacrifice
and service. The story can fill a library. We take
nothing from it. That is not our object. What we are
saying is that many of these things have now become
so largely something in themselves, and are often ends
in themsellves. It is the thing with which so many are
bound up ; and here again all the unhappy ellements,
rivalries, jealousies, competitions, suspicions, etc. have
their occasion. The effect of much of this is to make
organised Christiomityy the enemy of Christianity,
and a menace to the real work of the Spirit of God.

HI. Forms of Work
A peril is discernible very early in the Church’s life.

It was in the nature of—on the one side—a giving pre-.

eminence to one side or direction of Christian imtiemsdt:
and, of course, on the other side, suspicion or reserva-
tion where this pre-emimem=e was not recognised. For
instance, there was a strong Jewish strain in the
Church and the tendency—att least—was to give
pre-emineme to preaching the Gospel to the Jews,
When the Gentiles came increasingly into the plcture,
these reservations and suspicions became almost zcute,
even between Apostles. The Holy Spitit, Wheo feortu-
nately had a large enough place and way then, was
able to negotiate this dangerous passage and reselve
it into a unity. But the tendemcy has persisted, and
with the lewering and lessening of spifitual life, the
peril has passed ifnte an aetuality, and an established
ene at that. Evangelisation ef the uRsaved has beesme
something in itself, and eften ends with itself. There
is eften fie visien beyend this. 1f there are Ohristians
wio are fiet ex@ldsively er privaarily engaged in
evangelistie werk they are eften regarded With sus-
%l@laﬂ and reservation, of even wefse. Freguently the

vangelist has ne reem fer er interest in what is
Beyend the werk of saving seuls. On the ether hand,it
is S0 easy fer eeneern with the spiritual life Sf halivvars
and the Building up 6f saints te evershaddy {he
Evangel and destray the " passion fer seuls "'. There
is fie end te the speeific and partieular aetivities of
?BQ!@% of Christians. Se the " ieaehers " and the
" Deeper spiritual life ** ministries May Rave reseRa:
tiens as i the evangelistie, with the résult that mueh
Joss is sustainee Beth ways, and the CRureh is rendered
Hnbakaneed aRd MueR WE&k‘é? than it sught ie ge, and
esulld Be. We have net gene 1n{6 these Matiers Bevend
an méfeatme%ef them, Bul fubler theugnt must lead t8
2 nonest aaMiien that these things dre s8; aAd BelAg
$6 they Fepresent a divergence Efe:

So we are able to get to our second question, and
free ourselves from the muddy streamn of the things
which are wrong, and move out into the clear waters of
God’s true and full thought.

What is the Nature of the Needed Reformation ?
In a'sentence, it is all that which is bound up with a
new and dominating conception of Goo’s purpoes,
object, and method. When we ask what that is, the
answer is
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A MUAN:

There is a chapter in the history of Israel which
almost perfectly fits this consideration, and that
chapter might well have a double title.

" Make us a king like unto all the nations ™,

or
* God hath found him a man '
1 Sam. viii. 5. 1 Samuel xiii. 14.

The fuller statememt of the latter in Acts xiii. 22 is
* 1 have found Davidl...2 man after my heart, who
shall do all my will *. The innermost nature of these
contrasting choices may be stated thus. Saul was
man’s choice ; i.e. the choice of Godl's peaple in a day
of spiritual declension. The idea of a king was not in
itself wrong, for it had been provided for by God
Himself (Dewt. xvii. 14-13). The wrong was in the
principle of * like the nations * resultant from a lost
immediacy of walk with God. * Like the nations ™
may mean a host of things in its sj stem and ouitwork-
ings, but it just means doing God’s things in the same
wayy as the world does its things. Imitating the world
In the realm of God's Church. The King must answer
to all the requirements of man. Alllthat this means
could be opened out and shown to be just exactly what
has so largely come to be the order whieh obtains in
Christianity teday. Saul had many things to comimend
hith, and Ged sovereignly went as far as He could to
bless and ce-operfe with what was rijgit. But, by
Hifs fulll knewledge of things, the Lord always had a
big reservation, and feresaw spirituall disastef. " Man
lesketh en the eutward appearance, God looketh ef
the Heart ", was a statement whieh related te the
erisis of this histery, and it fairly sums up the goveriding
standard of s6 very mueh in Chitianityy. " Man
lesketh en the eutward . Hew things appear and
as_peﬂl : Hew things impress and earry weightt: hew
things attraet and seeure suppert: hew things imply
sueeess and ebtain influenece. 1 this direetion there 1§
reem fer all the publieity, eemmereialism, eempeti-
tien, vainglery, display, and fAueR mere with whieh
we have Beeom fariliar in Christian werk. 1t is sad
{o see Rew many things the CRUFER Mt haye WiHaR ik
§Fimual life is fex.. And it is very jeveus te nete hew
little & neeessary and hew many things are absent
when spiritual life is Righ3

Buit, from the negative, to the positive. ** God has
sotught him a man “. This goes far beyond David the
son of Jesse. We cannot give space to considering all
that the eye of God saw in David which made him the
fan after His heart. All that we will say is that God
had been watehing the hidden life of this young man
and had taken full account of motive and stamdard of
values.

Wee pass on to the full significance of the word—
™ A man after his heart . We are taken by the ffall
revelation in the Scriptures right back into the Divine
counsels before times eternal. There we are allowed to
sec the resolve that this universe should ultimately
be centred in and governed by a Mam. But not just
officially, as by selectiom,” choice, appointment
arbitrarily. The determination was governed by
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character, type, nature. It would be a certain kind of
man. He would embody all the Divine features, mani-
fest them, and determine all values by that standard
alone. That M&n would eventually have * all things '™
gatheted into and summed up in Himaalif on the ba-is
of His nature. He would also * fill all things " in the:
sarne way. Thus, not by an institution, organisation,
movement, scheme, would God reach His end, but by
an organic being. The next step in the Divine aounsels
was "* Let us make man in our own image and aftet our
likeness . This, in principle, correspondis to what we
have said above. So Adam was created, ** a figure of
hifm that was to come ” (Rom. v. i4). Then, soon
coffrmenced the history which showed departute firom
the way to that " One Man " ; yet still a long line of
men who, by their walk with God, each embodied and
representadl some feature which would eventually be
found collectively and in perfection in the One.

At length the One was brought forth of Whom it was
possible for God to say ** In whom 1 am well pleased *.
Uniquely, as of no other, in nature and in measure,
this was One after God's heart. Subjected to every
trial and test to which heaven and hell could subject a
being ; and tested as to faith in God as no other has
ever been tested ; while being "* made sin for us *, and
being " made a curse for us . He had to be forsaken of
God for ' a small moment "“"—which must have seermed
like eternity—He triumphed, and came out with
" Father "1 “ Father, into thy hand 1 commmit my
spirit . Oh, marvellous triumph of faith ! Have you
ever had a little sense of God belng afar off, and having
no interest In you ? Has your consciousness of His
presenee ever passed under a eloud ? Do you net know
what a test of faith in His leve and faithfulirss that
{s? Dees not the Evil One at sueh tifmes hastem to
gceuse God to you ; to maligh Gedl; te pive all
fanner of interpretations to the experience, all with a
view te destroying your faith ? Intensify ten theusand
feld as theugh nevhvomusstbel kot tipdeesty (et fbar
fmere hangs upen this Cese than ever hung upen ene,
and then you ean see what Christ went threugh, and
hew grest was His tHumph.

“Wherefore God highly exalted hirm™. That
* Mgam *' has been exalted at the night hand of God and
constituted the Representatiive ** Man . God has His
* Mem *', the end of His warks, and human destiny is
—ifor good or ill—bound up with Him—the ** Begin-
ning and the End ", tit» ** Begimmnimg of the creation of
God ”. One of the supteme necessities of the Church
is to either recover or have given a new and mighty
realisation of the significance of Christ in God's
universe. Evervthing hangs upon our appreheision of
Hirn.

Note. From what we have said earlier no one will
think that we are setting aside the Deity of Christ.
And in what we are about to say, let no one
think that we mean that the Church will share His
Deity.

But when we have said this we have not said all.
The fuller and further revelation of Scripture shows
that in those same Eternal Divine Counsels the fful-
ness and completemess of that Man was to be realised
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in a corporate way, so that eventrially God's universe
would be centred in a ** One New Mim *' ; universal
and countless, yet one and individual in the sense that
He would indwell all, and He is one and indivisille.
This corporate entity called ** His Body *' was ** fore-
ordained to be conformed to the image of his (God's)
son, so that he might be the finstborm among many
brethren " (Rom. viii. 2§). This sets forth Gadl's
object, and shows His method. The Divine object is
not an Institution, a religion, a dogma, a fraternity, an
organisation, a system of doctrines, a set of works and
activities. It ;s a spiritual man, an organic spiritual
body.

N:c/)w, to resolve into one issue all that has been
stated and indicated, what does it amount to ? Just
this ; that if Christ in His personal significance and in
His corporate expression were really dominamtly and
overwhelmingly present to the eye and heart of the
Church, on the one hand numerous things which now
limit, hinder, retard, weaken, and defeat the Church
would fall away and just cease to have any place of
government ; and on the other hand there would be
the effects—iff not the event—of * Pentecost "', i.e.
life, power, victory, fulness, and great joy with real
fruitiwbess. What we need—we re iis not the
transient event of “ Pentecost , but the abiding
effects ; not only revival but reformation,

Yes, the enemy would get busy again, and all the
slander, misrepresentation, maligning, distortion,
“ evil report ', etc. would be his means of trying to
destroy the testimony. But “ the gates of hades ™
would not prevail. Whenever and wherever, by a new
revealing of Himself, His purpese and method, the
Lord has secured those who have moved out on to the
ground of Christ anily zmd i filwess, they lave dweays
had to meet a great and painful cost. Usually it has
been their own brethren in Christ who have exacted it.
Fake charges of ' forming a new sect ”* ; ‘" seeking a
name for themselves ”; * dividing the people of
God " ; becoming * extreme  ; * thinking they onlls
are right ', etc. have been levelled at them, and they
have been ‘' cast out . The truth is that—in many
cases—they have only taken the ground which every-
body knows is the ground of spiritual fulness ; where
questions of * ehureh connection " and orders, ete. are
never raised ; where such things as joining something,
or conforming to a special teaching or practice are
never mentioned, but.” Christ is all and in all " ; and
the one concern has been that He should have what is
His ground and way ef continuous increase.

How difficult it is for organised Clwistimnityy to
believe that anything very much of real value can go
on without machinery, publicity, and all the frame-
work of organised work ! May it not be well to pause
and consider whether God's mightiest and most firuit-
ful worksin nature and im grace are not done hiddenly,
quietly, unobtrusively, and—in many cases—done
before anyone knows about it ? What of the resur-
rection of nature every Spring-time ? The law of God's-
highest work is the biological, the law of life ; it is

organic.
T.A-S.
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Triumph

REAI)I.\'G : Judges xiv. 5-14; Phil.iv. 10-13.
"1 can do all things in him that strengthencth me’

“In him that strengtheneth me, 1 am able for

any thmg " (Moffatt).

Moffati’ s translation is probablv a more helpful
rendering ' 1 am able for any thing . Let us dwell on
the * 1’ for a moment—not that it is emphatic in this
verse, but it ought to be emphatic in our approach to
it. There are a lot of strange and sometimes foolish
things said about Paul the thealogian who came in to
put his mark on Christianity, silly things, though they
come {rom so-called wise men. 1{ one thing is clearer
than annther about Paul, it is that the outstanding
feature of the man is not the impress he made upon
Christianity, but the impress Christiinity made on
him. Tt was not so much what Paul did for Christ as
what Christ did for Paul, And this is something that
He did for him ; He made him master of every situa-
tion in which he found himself, gave him not an easy
life, a happy life, from the human point of view, buta
triumphant life. J can do all things. Well, can 1?
We are not going to talk about the Apostle Paul, we
are going to talk about ourselves. We might have a
nice Jittle dissertation in an objective way about the
wonderful things that were true of the Apostle Paul
and go home glad to have heard it and appreciative of
it, thinking what a wonderful life that was, the life of
the Apostle Paul. But our verse says I. That is you
" and me. Itrathgrstems the flow of oratory. Itiseasy
" to talk about the Apostle Paul, but what about me?
It brings us up sharply to practxcal and personal
realities, and that is what this verse means, that is
how the Apostle meant it.

Here is something personal, something practical in
my life. Is it true? Can we repeat this? I am
triumphant every dav and in every circumstance ; I
am triumphant in Christ, I do not think we can say
that ; 1am sorry butI nave to be frark and say that 1
cannot, but I ought to, it is possible. /. We talk a lot
about corporate life, and there are some senses in
which we cannot talk too much about it, bul it does’
not say ‘we'. It says/ in this particular case, It is
not' that the Church in general or any particular
church in specific terms and locality as a whole and a
mass in general 1s tnumphant, that is true of course,
but it is only true in the real sense as every single
member can say 'J '; 1 have learned the secret, |
have found strength in Christ. Of course, I may be a
person of great temperamental disadvantages—I
probably am; I may be a person of many circum-
stantial difheulties, quite likely ; I may be in an alto-
gether peculiar state ana in an altogether unusuatl
need—maybe ; you cannot get round the verse like
that. I can do all things *. Whoever we are, whai-
ever our circumstances, there is a triumph in Christ
" for us. T do not want to go on to say any more until
we are really quite sure and definite about that—it
is about us, the Lord is speaking, about me. Do make
the matter as personal as you can. 1 remember when
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in Christ

I was quite a young Christian going to a mecting
where we had a very seurching word. When [ got
outside, a friend said to me, 1 was thinking about you
in the meeting. As a matter of fact, I was t}unkmg
about him !. But T came ta the conclusion early in my
Christian life that it was better to think about my sell,
Do not think about somebody else. 7 ought to be on
top where I am. Not that I ought 1o be sumewhere
else, it does not say that. Not that I ought to be doing
somethmg else. "I can do all things through Christ
who strengtheneth me '

After all, Samson did not have 2 VEry easy moment
when that young lion roared on-him. I take it it was
not a cub, it was a real lion, a strong lien, a2 young
lion, and it roared on him. A lesser man than Samson
would have given up the visit or taken another road ;
and that is the story again and again. How we evade
the issue, we get round it somehow. Samson did not,
he went straight on. The Apostle Paul Iound the way
of the Spirit was straight on, right into it, into ar-

cumstances that did not look as if they could be the

Lord’s choice for His servant. Well, they were, not
because there was anything good in them. There is
nothing good in being hungry, everything bad. But
it was a situation which was calculated to give Paul a

new experience o1 how sufficient Christ is, and thatisa

very wonderful experience, ‘

"1 am able for anvthing . What 2 claim! You
notice this rendering avoids the verb ‘1o do " , which
is very right because it is not actually in the verse.

This is not, as the context reveals, the worker talking -

now, the servant of the Lord, the Apostle wha 1s
aﬂ';rining what he can do for Christ in the power of the
Spirit. Thut is perfectly true, but it is not what Paul
was talking about ; it was not what he was doing. It
was that life proved for him, as for us all, a very
strange and a very hard experience. He was buffeted,
he was bruised, he was oppressed, he was tried by all
kinds of strange experiences and difficult circum-
stances.. The slings and arrows of cutrageous fortune
—it comes to us all, and he realised that these things
were going to qu.enc:h his testimony, and since he tells
is that he learned by experience, I stppose it was sad
experience, in them he failéd the Lord, like so many of

us. He could preach a fine senmon in the power of the:

Spirit. He could not stand a little slight ifrom some
unkind brother in Christ ; he could do mighty jour-
neys and accomplish great things for the Lord, but
when he found things not geing according to his
expectations and he came into disappointing and dis-
hearteming circumstances, he went down under them
as so many of us do so often.

Learning by Fxperience
Well now, the testimony to a risen and a glorious
and a victorious Christ is not found'in that His
children have a triumphant passage with no liens in
the wayv, but it is that they have victory over the lion.
In circumstances, as Paul says, of abundance and of




Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 23 - Searchable

want, materially, ves, and in many other wavs, in al
those circumstances, he found the answer was not in
the circumstances, but in himself. The defeat, if and
when he was defeated, was not beciuse of things and
other people ;. it was himself. He was defeated inside
him, and the victory, when victory' came, was not in
the sweeping away of all the problems and marvellous
answers from God that made evervihing smooth and
easy ; it was in a new uprising of spiritual grace in his
own heart that made him a match for anything that
he had to face. I have learned that, he savs, How did
he learn ? I say this for my own encouragement and
yours—] am sure that, since he uses this expression
of learning, he learned by failure, and vou have only to
read Romans vii to find that that was so, even with
regard to the matter of sin, He had leamed by failure,
circumstances found hin: out, and they do, and in that
failure, so unexpected—for he had begun his Christian
life with a verse like this, even though not written, it is
the kind of verse we love as voung Christians— "' I
can do all things through Christ that strengtheneth
me ""—that sounds like young Paul, I expect that is
how he did talk till he found that he-could not, found
how lamentably he failed, found thar it was not in
him, found that he was makmg that afirmation he-
cause he expected the Lord to do things that He did
not do, and circumstances arose that he could not
believe were the will of God. Can you believe the will
of God should be that a faithful, devoted setvant of
His should not have anough to eat ? That is a simple
practical application, but it is the one that Paul uses
himself, and I have no doubt his first reaction was,

This cannot be the will of God ! T will pray the Lord
to send something. What 2 state of strain, tning to
get the outward circumstances changed by prayer,
Sometimes the Lord does change them by praver, but
we try to get the Lord to make things easy for us on
the outside. The Apostle came to this realisat.on—
there 1s grace in Christ to give me jov even in this
trial ; if ] will accept this from the Lord, I can triumph
in it. And he did, and he Jeamed, and that is what we
are doing. We are learning by our failures and by oux
victories, learning the secret.” If 1 begin to talk about
failures, some will feel, That is me all right, I am a
{ailure, and they will take it on and go home and feel,
What a failure, I cannot say that verse. Learn by
your failures, by all means, but havé you never had
victory in Chnst ? VVh), of course you have! Have

you never had the experience, in your own utter weak-
ness and sense ot inability to master some particular
temptation, trial, have you never had the experience
of saying, Well, Lord I just count on you to take me
through, and you have found to your joy the Lord has
taken you through? You never thought vou could,

but He has taken you through. Learn from your
experience, take encouragement from it. Do not take
all the discouragemént, take encouragement as well,
You have learned. Oh, the trouble with so many ol
usis that we go through our lessons, but wedonot learn
our lessons. We have the experiences, but they do not
leave the mark of them behind. 1{ we have learned
any measyre of triumph in Christ, that is to encourage
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us to go on in faith, 10 believe that there is a life, there
is a way of triumph.

To-morrow, what does to-morrow mean to you,
what does the week that is coming mean to some of
you? T will tell you what it meuns—either you are
going to be defeated or you are going to triumph, and
to triumph, not by getting out of the awkward or
difficult phase of life that faces you, but by going into
it and facing this young lion that roars on you, and,
in the Name of the Lord, tearing it to pieces. What a
triumph that will be ! If that happens, vou will come
to the Lord's Table next Lord’'s Day with a new note
of praise in vour heart. There is need enough for that
in the Church to-dav, the praise of those who have
proved the l.ord sufficient,  You think, il there were
some way out of this particular course, if the thing I
had expected, praved for, seen and believed to be the
will o1 God, if that could come, what a week 1 would
have ! No, vou would not, or if you would, it would be
evading the lion, not real triumph. It may be for
some abundance ; the Lord bless you if you are going
to have an abundant week. It may be hunger; my
dear brother or sister, the Lord bless vou in you
hunger, but whichever it is, thare is the same source of
gracein Christ to turn this matterinto victory, triumph.

Here we come to true spiritual triumph as E\pressed
by Samson, ' Out of the eater came forth food
Samson did not only slay the lion ; he, as it were, fed
on the lion. Qut of that very, thmg that had threat-
ened to devour him he had a goed meal and he had
something to give to other people, and it was sweet,.
‘“ Qut of the strong came forth sweetness ", What an
experience | This is Phil. iv. This s the Apostle Paul
illustrated by this simple story, and that is what the
Lord means your lion to do for you—not devour you,
not only that you should {ace it and overcome it in the
Name of the Lord, but thal out of the eater there
should be food jor vour spirit, sweetness for your
heart, and a blessing to give to others. / can do that,
it can happen to me.

The Way of Faith

Of course, it was not only by experience that the
Apostle said this. It was faith, for you notice the
sweeping statement—"'I can do all things "". Obviously
there were things abead of Paul that he did not know
of, and his long experiecnce would have taught him
that, whatever happened, it would be bound to be the
unexpected. He could not sav, 1 can see the rest of
my life and know the Lord sufficiently. No; in the
unknown future, in the unexpected assaults and bitter
trials, whatever thev may be, I do not know the way,
but I know the Lord enough 1o know that, whatever
they are, He can carry me through. And that is hew
we have to take our verse this morning. We have to
say it in faith. If we cannot say retrospectively that
it has been our experience, we can say, looking toward
the future, by the grace of God, I am able for : anything.
through Him that strengtheneth me. And that * any-
thing * will more likelv be a little thing than a hig one
more likely a2 small trial than a great one, but what-
ever it is, there is grace sufficient in Christ.
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Christ Within

“ Through him that strengtheneth me *'. Here is
the secret. Sometimes that has been put into very
clumsy English,and described as ' instrengthening '.
It may be clumsy, but it is helpful, for that is exactly
what the Apostle said. Through him that strength-
eneth me inwardly '. This is the true nature of the
Christian life. Is Christ enough for any situation ?
Wy, of course He is! Where you are or will be to-
morrow, would the Lord Jesus be triumphant thers 3
Of course He would ! Well, the secret and wonder of
the Christian life is the Lord Jesus iv you, in me.
* Through him that strengtheneth me imwardly
deep down. )

Of course, Samsom does not illustrate this, but he
does in another way show what it means. Samsom was
the only man who knew the secret. Even his ewn
father and mother did not know. The Philistines, whe
speak of ordinary people of the world, did net knew,
it was a riddle to them. They racked their brain fer
seven days and never found the answer, and never
would, but for the unhappy side of the storé. Thisisa
secret experience, it is a deep hidden one. Everv child
of God knows it, but it is a mystery to the natural
mind for it is not physical strength, it is not moral
courage, it is not strength of will or punpese or char-
acter. It is deeper down than that. This is the true
nature of the age in which we live. The Spirit may be
given in power upon a man as it was upon Samson
far some service, and that may be necessary and
wonderful and we wish there was more of it, but the
true nature of the dispensation is this, that God has
put the power of His Spirit in a deep inward way in
every heart in order that the triumph of Christ might
be demonstrated in daily affairs, in ordinary circum-
stances, in trials and problems in order that, though
nat delivered from them, although we do not find an
easy way out of them, in-the midst of them we are able
to triumph in Christ. That is the age of the Spirit and
that is the truest testimony to Christ deep down, yes
deeper down than you and I think, strength in a very
hidden part of our being, and the reason why that
strength very often does not operate is not our weak-
ness, but another strength in us somewher nearer the
surface. That infier hidden life does not get a chance
because there is serme other sirength that meets it on
the way. The strength of our reasoning; if the
Apostle Paul-had sat dewn to reason what migiht be the
will of Ged, as so often we do, thinking about it
gemg reund it, why was he hungry, why had this

ApRRIRG, thmkmg of peeple and @ff@_u?ﬂ%{mﬁﬁfs and
things, the strength of his 6wn ressoning wotld have

quenched the power of the Spirit. It is not only weak
people, it is not only our weaknesses that hinder this
manifestation of the indwelling power ; it is our
strengtihs, and weak people are often the strongest,
strong in reasoning, strong in feeling. Wec feel some-
thing, we feel inadequate, and because we feel in-
adequate, we fail. We say, We are so weak! It is not
so much the weakness, it is that strength of feeling in
you that is holdimg down the power of the Lord.
Yaou are being governed by your emotions, by your
sense either of strength or weakness, ability of in-
ability. Alllthat whole realm of feeling is a strength
that is not the strength of the Spirit deeper down than
feeling. Through Him that instrengtheneth me in the
inner man of my heart. Strength of pride, strength of
so many other featwres of our complex being—hew
they spoil the Lord's victory in our lives. We may
stand on our dignity, we may knew that we are rijght
and we may think the other person Is wrong, but all
the time that situation, in that matter, Is farked by
black defeat when it ought to be marked bv glerieus
triumph, and we blame thefn and this and the ether,
buit the real truth is that we are net giving the Lerd 2
chanee. They may be wreng, we may Be right. But
that all on one side. Say this—Threw im Whg
fRakes me strong inwardly, 1 am able fef anyiRiRg.
What a different world it weuld be, what a differefi
Christian world it weuld be, if the saints of God wers
giving the Lord Jesus the ehanee te fanifest His Jife
in them, That is what It eernes te—His life ministered
inwardly by the power of the Hely Spiri, making us,
ot different in elreumstannes from others, But =
eft in the way we face eireumstairas ; Aot Jess {AgE;
buit fRere tHumphant in tHal. " Out of the ealer came
forth feed, and eut of the streng eame forth sweengss . '

I sometimmes feel ashamed to speak because I kiw
some of the Lord's people have trials far beyond what
comes to me, I feel it is cheap and easy to say, Trust
the Lord and triumph. I can but hand on the Lerd's
word to you and ask you to take it from Him. The
Apostle Paul had to come back to this that eireum-
stances, whatever they were, were in the Lord’s hands,
and when he got there the Lord gave him vietery if
them, and in some cases perhaps, brought him eut of
them. Maybe that is the way for you, bitter and hard
though it may be. “"Thou hast showed thy peeple hard
things “saiid the Psalmist, but, in the very next verse
* Thou hast giiven a banner to them that fear thee *'.
Lett us lift up the banner, Christ sufficient and {Hum-
phant. Let us have somme honey te pass en t8 &ther
people in His Name,

HF.

Thee Deliverance off Souls

I

Amn Exodus Accomplished
REaminvg : fLuke ix. 27-36 ; 11 Pet. i.. 16-71S; John
xviii. 33-37 ; Col. i.. 13.
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“ There are some of them that stand here, who shall
in no wise taste of death, till thev see the kingdom
of God.™

* Nty kingdiom is not of this world *'.

“ ... who delivered us out of the authority of
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darkmess, and translated us into the kingdom of
the Son of his love *.

" Beholidi, there talked with him tw® men, who were
Mioses and Elijah ; who appeamt] in glory, and
spake of his decease which he was about .to
accomplish at Jerusallem “'.

It is not fresh knowledge to you that that word
translated * decease 'in the Revised Versiiom,elsewhere
' departure ‘' or’ death " is really the word * exodus '—
" spake of his exodus which he was about to accom-
plish at Jerusalkom **. Bo the Cross is spoken of here as
an exodus, which is simply a way or a going out, and
the word itself, of course, immediately carries us back
to a book which goes by that name, and records the
going out of the people of Israel from Egypt. What
the exodus was to Israel, the Cross was to the Lord
Jesus and is for us—a way and a going out, but a going
out through a definitely prescribed door, and that
door the door of death. That was the enly way out for
Israel—through the door of death. It was the only way
ouit for the Lord Jesus, and it Is the ofily way eut fer us.

But that can be put in another way. The door of
death was and is the way out! The Apostle, in the
passage in Cdll. i. 13 completes it and says it is also the
way in. “ ...who delivered us out of the authority of
darkmess, and translated us into the kingdom of the
Son of his love . And it that commection, the presence
of Moses and Elijah on the Mount of Transfigiration is
particularly significent, for Moses and Elijah were two
fifén i the Old Testarent whe knew, ene, the way eut
and the ether, the way in ; the exedus and the trans-
latien, and they were there te speak with Him abeut
this ; that His death was the way eut, but it was alse
the way ih. 1t was an eseape from 6fe seene and eon-
ditien, and a translatien ifte anether.

Buit we must give due heed to another word here—
“ the exodus that he was about to accommplish at
Jemusallem . Another word for that is *aattieve’.. Ikt
was not just a going out, that the door was opened and
He went through ; not at all. It was an achievement,
an accomplishment ; and, if we want some little idea
of what that meant, look at the exodus of Israel again
and see whether it was an accomplishment. Did they
just walk out through a door that was opened ? Not at
alll. There was an immense amount to be accomplished
achieved, to get them out through that door.

Ard the type is only a very faint shadow of what the
Cross of the Lord Jesus meant in the matter of some-
thing to be accomplished, a way out to be accom-
plished, achieved, a mighty work to be done. ** Who
debiverall.."—it is upon the meaning of that word that
we are going to dwell, 1 think, quite a lot. The de-
liverance of souls, '‘...who delivered us out of the
authority of darkness™. That is the one side. The
other side—"and translated us into the kingdom of
the Son of his love ",—but that will await some
further consideration.

Batan's Rights Destroyed
“ Who deliixecedd”. What a tremendous amount
there is in that word, what a history ! We shall see
that eigihty years of the life of Moses were taken up by

4a

Gad with the formation of one who could deliver:
deliverance is such a tremendows thing. - " Who
delivered us out of the authorisy’ *—tire wond " provesr'
is in our version, but it is that word which means
authority or right, and here it has a double meaning.
It refers to the person. You notice that it is translated
in the plural in Eph. vi. 12— Our wrestling is...
against the principalities, against'the powens..."—the
same word, ' authorities '. These are personal things.
They are entities in a certain positiom. The authority
of darkness is firstly a person, of whom Pharaaih is but
a faint type.

Amtl then the authority is- that power which is
wielded and exercised by one in a position to exercise
it, who has the might to exercise it in his own realm,
and whose very strength is in his might : from whom
you cannot be delivered just in the direct way of
snatching from his grasp, but you have to undo his
right to hold, you have to take from him all ground off
jurisdiction, to bring him to judgment and judge him
clean out of court, so that he has not any more ground
to stand upon, lhe has no case'left. * Hath delivered us
fromm the very case that the devil has against vs'—
that is a trermendious thing, that he has no more case
against us. He will forever be seeking to have a case
against us, to find some ground on which he can bring
up a case against us. Hence he is called " the accuser
of the brethren " (Rev. xii. i0), but he has had his
case spoiled, his ground destroyed, his rights nullified,
and 1n this way we are delivered out of the autherity
of darkiras. The Cross of the Lord Jesus is that kind
of exedus, that escape, that way out, thatglorious
achievement.

You see, this word ‘ authority ' carries with it the
idea of rights, and that great battle in Egypt, headed
up to the Passover and consummated at the Red Sea,
was alll a question of riglits. In the Passover, the migihts
of Pharaoh were wound up. If we understand the
meaning of the virtue of the blood of the lamb, the
dying of that lamb, the identification by faith of every
bellever with that lamb in death, and the appropria-
tion by faith of the blood of the lamb, then we wnder-
stand the meaning of Pharaoh’s rights being wound
wp. From that moment, hie had no rights over them,
and they began their exodus.. He sought to re-assert
hifs Fighiss and he met the authority of superior §
and his hests were destfoyed in the Red Sea. He had
ne greund te stand upen, merally, spiritually and
literally : his greund was gene.

¢ All thaté e _
The werk of the Lefd jesus in His Cress is all gat

inte the Passever ; afid then, as He leads His peeple
ewt threugh the effering of Himsell, the shedding of
Hiss Bleed, Satan's rights ever them have been
destroyed and they have a pesition whieh means that,
while Satam will Be aetive afterward, he is enly aetive
against himself while they faintain their pesitien in
faith; he is.enly Bringing upen hi his ewn
gdestruction while” we held te the grewnd that the
Bleed of the Lerd Jesus has provided. That mighty
Passever €an turn baek upen Satam fer his own
yndeing:

e iHttHe Grsdftthe Llord ,Lgmes
eFe

TR~ 3
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{ _ Deliverance from the Authority of Darkness of the seed of Abraham has been the blessing to all
' Youw mottice tit tie ook winich geesty this neme—  nations, but Israel as a nation was called to be a
. Exodus—begins with the names of the soms of Israel, blessing and a channel off Diivine blessing to all peoples,
the names of the elect race, arid then out of Egypt and Israel failed. The Church has come in according to
Gat calls His son collectively as one son, the sons in the word of the Lord Jesus—* The kingdom of God
the son. He leads them out—and what a rich flulness shall be taken away from you, and shall be given to
.off meaning that gives to a little statement with which a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof *' (Matt. xoxi.
'wee are so familiar in John's Gospel—"He calleth his 43). And Peter says about the Church—‘"an elect
.own sheep by name, and leadeth them out * (John x. race...a holy nation *’ (1 Pet. ii. 9), to take the place
). The names all mentioned, the chosen’ ones ; He of Israel with the same object—that the Church might
leadeth them out, He makes the exodus ior His own be the channel of Divine blessing to all peoples.
sheep Now, why is it that there is so much imeffectiveness,
It says this, that those who were in Judaism, as it so much lack' of power, so much defeat—thatt is,
was in the days when our Lord was here on earth, were absence of victory ; so much that does not count for
in something which had become bound up with the Gatl about us. Let us ask ourselves in all honesty
kingdoms of tnis world from which they had to be whether it may not be that, as yet, we do not know
delivered by the death of the Lord Tesus—and itwasa in a living way, the meaning of the Cross as it is here
very religious thing. We are getting very near to the set forth. The Cross represents that accomplishment
heart of things. Our deliverance from the authority of of an utter going out from a realm where Satan has
darkness may have to be wrought, not only in our rights and therefore has power to spoil. In Egypt,
'separatiion from this world as we think of it, it may Pharaoh had righits. He was king of Egypt, that
have to be wrougjht in a religious sense to get a people was his domain, he had a right to do whatt he would.
.out into a heavenly place, even from Christiznity asa These people are in my domain, then they come
Religion of this world, something which has become under my rule and'I can do as I like, as T will! So
"dound up with this world and its kingdom. This he oppressed, he weakened, he limited, he affilictied.
.deliverance of the Cross is' an-utter thing—that is Amd yet they are the elect, called sons of God, called

what we are getting at. sons of God even when they are there. We rare sons of
Gedl by calling. But what a terrible thing to think of
i -Complete Separation from Satan's Kingdom sons of God in a state of defeat like this, all becatse

#The Lord was very explicit about Israel’s exodus. they are m a realm where there are rights" by which
:Hee wrougiht and wrougjhtt for Hiis rights, so completely, they are bound. While they stay in that realm, and,
‘that He would not compromise to the degree of a hoof. mark you again, while thete remains one hoof in that
There shall not a hoof be left behind " (Ex. x. 26)). realm—they might have all gone oiit, flocks 7nd herds
:Hbe was working for His rights over other rights, His and ev ing of their possessions might have gone
Tzuthority, and He would not allow a fragment to re- out, and then just.one- heof of one bullock left in
¥main outside of His own realm. That means that the Egypt—the whole -thing would have been under
fKingdom of the Son of His love is a Kingdom which arrest. The Lord’s attitude was, I want that last heef
‘claims alll, which represents alll, which means the most before I move ! Tbat is a very literal interpretation,
:perfect separation from the kingdom, whatever its buit that is the Lord’s attitude,
-form and nature, over which Satam has rights and It means this, that our vocation cannot be fialfillied,
vtiherefore povern. Gt matt guingyto gjikeHispowen;, the calling with which we are called, the power of God,
«Hiis glory, to any little fragment which lies within the cannot be realised while one fragment remains in the
witmzin of the prince of this world. The secret of territory where Satan has rights. We must get on to
spiritual power, of spiritual life, of spiritual fulness, of the ground, into the realm, where all those rights are
-spiritual effectivemess, the secret of reaching God's full destroyed and he has no authority at alll; and God
_"henﬂi,‘ is found in the utterness of the dominion of the has secured that realm, that position, by the Cross of
“"Blomd Jesus, in His having His rights in the life. Until, the Lord Jesus, and if you and I will only come into
‘fin type,'that was established in the case of Israel, they line with the meaning-of the Cross in its fulness, we
‘were a floundering people. .They, although out liter- have come into the way .of .power, fruitfulness,
ally from Egypt, were not out spiritually, and were effectivemess. .+ - ¥
J , impersistent, unreliable, ineffective, inwardly I was asking the question, why it is that the Charch
divided. .They were not really out in an inward way. is so ineffective ? which is only saying, why is it that
' Gat could not commiitt Himself to them until they weare so many Christians are so spiritually weak and un-
established on the other side of Jordan. Then He fruitful'amt ineffective ? Somewhere there is a link
could ; He commenced to commmitt Himesellf at Jericho, with the worldi; outwardlly or inwardly, there is a
vand went on. link with the world—that i¢, the kingdomm of dizrkness,
Israel was chosen, in the sovereigmty of God, to be the authority of darkmess. I am not talking about our
" ‘the instrument and vessel of blessing to all nations of being here on the earth and having to work here in this
jthe earth. God intended to reach all through Israel. world. Youw know the difference between .being in it
«Im tiem, Atimedieemi's seeet] 2 Inwtiions affttne exatth weree  and of it, between being here and having heart re-
‘intended to be blessed. There is a sense, of course, in lationships, volumtizry relationships, choices, interests,
fothicin that has been fulfilled, inasmuch as Jesus Christ  desires, ambitionsand so on ; to be a part of this world im
“a (covahudtativnofr dsbpragee)
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continued from lzaélppgelr)
its acceptance, its recognition, and many other things.
The way out and the way in is the way of death and that
‘Gexth, while it is all-imchusive in His own—for He lhas
comprefirertiet all that it means—He says for us itisa
crisis and then a daily thing. ‘‘TEade up his cross
daily " (Luke ix. 23), which meams, I die daily to the
call of this world, to the call of that kingdom where
Satan has rights and authority, a call to my heart to
be somethimg here-in tnis world as in itself. Oh, how
subtly Satan uses that with many, seeking to argue
that the realisation of an ambition would give even
greater opportunity for the Jlard. . That is very nice to
“the fiksth. The Cross has to be brought to all those
subtlle arguments of the angel of ligitt; and while I
would not say to anybody, Be careless, be slipshod, be
second-rate in what you are and what you are doing
om this earth,—never let your Christiamity make you
less than the best amongst men and women ana the
most efficient in your job ; at the same time, examine
your motive, your object, your ambition. Examine
your hearts in the light of the Cross, and see whether
it is self-gratification, self-glory, or any form of self
as the goal that is influencing the argument. It is a
deep heart matter, this matter of the Cross daily,
dying to much, perhaps, that the flesh would like,
.dying to the cravings of this natural life, and oh, they
are so strong I It is so difficult to let this self go alto-
gether and be nothing as amongst men. '

"When we come to think of the deliverer of souls, we
shall find that Moses and Christ started in this world
with no place of acceptance. Moses came into the
world and found that the door was shut to him in this
world and he had to be hidden three months. His
life was a prey from his birth. And Christ came into

» this world on exactly the same conditions. Herod's
edict was at work and there was no place for Him,
and it is very difficult to take up a life which is- like
that from the very inception. What you are as the
Lord's, what you represent, yaw as a child of God, as a
Christian man or woman, you are not wanted. If you

will only just compromise a bit, you will be accepted.
If only l?rou will hide it a bit, nothing will be said, the
way will be open for you. But if you are going to stand
on that ground of Christ, then the door is shut to you,
you are not wanted. This is what it means that the
Cross stands there right at the beginning of this life.
You remember Exodus xii—* This month shall be
unto you the beginning of months..iftey shall take
to them event man a-kamstb™.. The beginning was with
death, death to self, as to this kingdem.

*Well now, we know that this is very practical in its
application, and' it does work out like this, that, inas-
much as there is anything that belongs to that realm
in ourselves, inasmuch as it is here and we are actuated
by it, influenced by it, governed-im any way by it,
spiritual weakness, spiritual defeat, spiritual paralysis,
unfruitihess is the result. Somewhere there is a
bridge, a link, a connection with the realm the Lord
eanmot have, His rights aw not ceded. Out of the
ANlSEILY, iRt oy tHRe readi), Butt tHee rfih oo fSaeda),
inte the Kingdem of the Sen ef His leve.

You notice the Moumt of Transfiguration. * There
are some of them that stamd here, who shall in no wise
taste of death, till they see the kingdom of God *
(Luke ix. 27). Then eight days afterwaxi—a signifi-
cant number, resurrection, new ground, the old world
gone, the Son of Man glorifi igiht days afterward
He taketh Peter, John and James up into the moun-
tain, a heawmnxap@zim;‘ and prayed. There came a

o

voige out of e ; ‘*mﬁsﬁsmg/mww;; Heear
+ye hi "". Peter, reeounting it in his letter, says, " He
*Yegeived from the Father honour and

lery, whefi
there was borne suéh'a veiee te him by gm& josti
Glery, This is my beleved Sen, m whem I am well
pleased ; and this vaiee we eurselves heard bere out
off heaven, when we were with Rif in the hely meumt”
fn Pet. i ﬂ-—lﬁ% " 1nte the kingderm of the Ben of his
gve *. “1n whem I am well pleased . That ve
Fm%aefﬁ of the Lord's pleasure, the Lerd’s delight;
{es BA the Bther side of the exedis: - TAS
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A bi-muniitlly ministry by rehich it
is sought to lead the Lord's
eople info His

rhought for them.

Maintaimed
by the offerings of
those who are helped by it

SEFTEMBER—QICTORER: 1943 NO. 5, VOL. 23

Editor’s Letter
BrLovED OF GOD,

I write these lines in the midst of the " peace celebrations ", and negotiations, although it may be some
weeks before many of you receive this copy of the paper. Everything is too near for full realisation at the
moment, but, althoughi'we know this world too well to have illusions about her tranquil future, we do breathe
a true prayer of gratitude for any cessatiam of major wars, and space free from the intemse strain of these
years. The great spiritual adversamy has not failed to use the conditions of these years in a particular way to
engulf those and that which belong to the Lord. In every way and means it has been no easy thing to continue
the Lord's work in outward ways. But—and this is the main point of this letter—a great story is being
unfiltiedof His work in hidden and inward ways. Our motto for this year has been concerning His faithfulness,
and how it is coming to ligiht! From the hushed countries of the j'ears we are now getting lkitiers—France
Heolland, Belgium, Norway, Sweden, Denmark, etc., and even Japan ; and all telling of that fmithfulness
through indescribable suffering. Very few of our beloved friends have passed away through war conditions,
and they all tell of His wonderful grace. This story will grow greatly, we are confident. It is indeed a joy
to be in touch again, and we eagerly look for the day—maj* it be soon—uwhen we can meet again. We prayer-
fully look for such changes as will make trawelling possible and an enlargement of our printed ministry. It
it just wonderful how this latter has been maintained through the war years. 1944 was a record year In our
entire history for literature sent out en demand, and the first six menthe of 1945 have seen a comsiderable
idr;cifease on the whele of that year. The Lord is able to maintain what He wants, no matter what the eon-

tions.

Amt what does He want ? We have no question or doubt about that. It is writ large throughout His
Word and emphasisat] with unmistakable force at the end. The Lord wants, and must hawe, a people living
in the good of the greater fulnesses of Chwiistt! For the sake of all the rest, His own who lag behind or walk
afar off,"and for the world, He must have a heart and core of those who, with eyes of heart enlightened, and
with willingness to pay the price, will stand for His iV satisfaction, and "* Overcome because of the blood
of the Lamb, and because of the word of their testimony, and love not their own lives, even unto death ".
This has been the object and purpese of this ministry throughout its years, but we are being increasingly
pressed up into it. The new series of messages beginning with this issue is the fruit of this pressure. If there
is one thing true more than another with us it is that we have never been allowed to fall into a merely doctrinal
ministry ; a ministry of retailing truths and ldeas. Ministry and living experieme= have been kept very
strictly, severely, and deeply in oneness. If it had not been so we could not possibly have gone on, for the
cost has been too great for just the propagating of ideas. There is nothing that we want to keep going:
nothing that we want to see successfull. Everything can go, and we pray that it will, immediately the Lord
has no commensuraiee use for it. We have ever tried to make one thing clear ; it is that we are not seeking
to set up something, and to influence people to leave other things and adhere to it. The suggestion that this
is our object is the devil's way of trying to prejudice a ministry which people the world over and im all con-
nedtions o b CBrtsaham enntithty: efec opnsiatlihysseifipdsisreedripo tbii d deppesspirititalaheedd. Wy ehaaedbtitonee
object, that is to know Christ in the fullest possible measure, and that for His Body's sake, which is the Church.
Ve leave all practical questions as the issues of a revelation of Christ in believers, quite content that such a
revelation will settlle all such questions: if they are obedient to the heavenly vision. It is Christ Who settles
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all other matters, Many will act on other and Jesser grounds, misapprehending our ministry, and will therefore
bring the ministry into disrepute. Some will act on true spiritual dealings of the Lord with them, and \ull
suffer reproich from the disobedient and those bound by * the tradition of the elders *’

We may have big reservations as to the rightness of the Christian system as it is now, and feel that it
most definitely Jimits the Lord and His people, but, we know that the true Church is greater and above its
earthly outwardnesses, and it is that heavenly Church that we try to see throegh all the other : it is wherever
Christ is and in whomsoever He dwells. So our ground is the univ ersality of Christ in all who are born of His
Spirit. This is a positive podition und attitude, and not a negative or passive one. So often we are confranted
—and sometimes afironied—with what Christians are here and wilh the carthly aspects of their Christian
system that it calls for a real efiort to get through to Christ in them, and then the measure is small - but
the effort mus? be made, for only so can there be a hope of increase : the conscioushess of our own limitation
and nced of constant growth and adjustment makes for patient forbearance and understanding. There can be
no pedestalled ‘' I have attained “.when we are still on the Potter's wheel, and we shall not be off it until we
" awake in His likeness "'

Pray for this ministry, dear friends, it is trulyv needed, and therc are many children of God all over the
world who are veurning for spiritual food unto fuller Jife. Stmd in your place with the exalted Christ, and
cla-rn His fnll rights for Him, and withstanding the enemv’s great efiorts at frustration.

With greetings and love in our Lord,
T. AUSTIN-SPARKS

Overcomer Testimony

ReapinGg : Isa. i g; Rom. ix, 27, 29; xi. 2-5, 26 ; the simple statement before the old course is resumed
Isa. viii. 17{18. —'* And Enoch walked with God; and he was not ;
After long and very deep excrcise of heart and for God took him ™ (Gen. v. 24). Then you revert to

weighing things sclemnly before the Lord, I am led death and burial. Noah and his family were the em-

quite strongly to the conclusion that His message for bodiment of the principle of overcomers, Joseph
us at this tire, and not {or us only, but for His whole again took up that principle, one of a whble patri-

Church, is concerning Overcomer Testimony. The . archal family. The spiritual level had become very

definition will wait upon all that we have tosay; I low, a period of spiritual paralysis had been intro-

do not stay to try to explain that in any preliminary duced and was about to run four hundred years,
word. You will notice that I leave out the article and Right into that situation, Joseph stood as something
just say * Overcomer Testimony ", not something different, distinguished. In himself and in his testi-
new in jtsel{ perhaps to any of us, but I believe in the mony and in his experience, he embodied very much
intention of God, new in emphasis. We begin by . of that which goes to make tbe Overcomer. It is
reminding ourselves of the fact of overcomers through- not our intention to stay with all those details..
our the whole history recorded in the Scriptures, the Every one of the Overcomer features in all these

-

fact of Overcomers in Divine history, people would occupy an hour. That is not our
S business. Joshua and Caleb form a link in this chain
The Fact of -Overcomers .when death is rampant, active, running its course to

Overcomers date from the wvery first spiritual de- wipe out the whole generation of the Lord's people

- clension. Abel marked that development and was the “because of spiritual failure.  Joshua and Caleb

first Overcomer, and Overcomers are found at every maintained God's original position and are main-
peint of spmtual climax; when things had pro- tained by God against the course of things, and are
ceeded and their whole tendenqr or actual course was brought through into the full inheritance, Elijah
a departure from the essential mind of God. When undoubtedly occupied that position and fulfilled that
that course reached a climax, at that point you find capacity of the Overcomer in his day. Indeed, we
Overcomers. Enoch marked such a climateric point, may say of all or most of the prophets. Daniel stands
and he not only historically signified something out amongst them. The seven thousand who bowed
which stood against the general spiritual course, but not the knee to Baal were the Overcomers of thewr

-was in himself prophetic of this whole course and day, and the hundred prophets hidden by Obadiah

consummation ; prophetic that throughout history in two companies of fifty. Ezra, Nehemiah and the
God would have that which was quite different {rom IRemnant—they stand in this succession, until we
things in general spiritually, and a positive counter come to the end of the Old Testament to find what is
thereto. The little reference to Enoch, as vou know, almost like a Remnant of the remnant in Mualachis
comes right there in the midst of the monotonous when even the Remnant has declined. ' Then they
recounting of men’s deaths and burials. The whole that fearcd the Lord spake often one with another ™
course is just broken into, suddenly, strikingly, with  (Malachi iii. 16—Overcomers of the end.
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Wc move into the New Testamemit and are immedi-
ately in the presence of Overcomer?—Anna and
Simeon in themsellxas, and then they spolke toalll thocc
who locked for the Redemption of Jemusalbm. Hut
they were a distinguished jr-aple, they were waiting
for the Lord. In the Gospels, tins is exactly what is
happening. The Lord Jesus made no national appeal,
and certainly no political appeal. He gathered out a
nucleus—if you like—as to thing: as they -were then,
a remnant, for those who came into living association
with Him; the twelve, the one hundred and twenty
were something different spiritually from the reli-
gious life, and the best religious life, of their day,
and they proved to be Overcomers indeed.

Then we pass to the end of the New Tedimment,
and we know that sevenfold repetition of the very
phrase in the second and third chapters of the Revel-
ation—" to him that overcome! . And what is
representetl by the seven seems to be gathered up
into one in Chapter xii and has now become a corpor-
ate expression or representatiion of Overcomers in a
Man-child concerning whdm it is said—" And they
overcame him because of the blood of the Lamb, and
because of the word of their testimony; and they
loved not thelr life even unte death *'.

Very rapidly, that-is a survey of the fact of Over-
comers, and from that survey we are able to see that
such are definitely recognised by God. They are
taken account of by God Himself and to such He
makes special promises. They are of account to Him
in a special way. That is expressed im the words con-
cerning the little company In Malachi's time—" Awdl
they shall be mine, saith the Lord of hosts, In the
day that I do make, even a peculiar treasure . Now,
perhaps all that needed little emphasis and perhaps
hardly needed to have been sald. Nevertinkss, we
must have our foundation of Seripture for all that we
have to sey.

The Nature of Owercmmers
i. Negatively

So we pass from the fact of the Overcomers to the
nature and functiom of Overcomers, and firstly just a
word negatively, what Overcomers are not. They do
not stand related to anything partial. 1 do want you
to take very careful note of this. It is most important
that we are clear as to what it is we have in view. I
repeat therefore that Overcomers do not stand related
to anything partial. They are not the sponsers and
champions of particular doctrines and interpretations,
and such things. With them, It is net a matter of
certain coneeptions of truth and praetices in relation
thereto, although from time to time a specific emphasis
has been necessary because at certain points particular
weakness and failure has arisen. Nevertiadhss, in the
thought of God it is the whole counsel of God whieh
He was seeking to restofe and not seme part of it.
Overcomers, if they are according te Ged's mind, are
not people individually or coliteniiugly whe simply
underline certain truths and keep to that. Therefore
they cannot be a separate and distinetive movement
marked by just particular and s]xedific teaching and
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separated from all others for that reason. They
cannot be joined, you cannot join the Overcomer
band. Vou cannot argue, discuss, reason out Over-
comer truth and adopt it or reject it. Vou cannot
have a Round Table for considering this thing, and
then deciding what you arc going to do with it. All
such conceptions, mentalities and activities are ruled
out. It cannot be taken up, for it is not an " it " as
something apart from all God's thought. It is the
very embodiment of all God's thought. We have
heard a certain interpretation given to a firagment
which s repeated in those early chapters of Revela-
tion. ** Ifany man "', and ' to him that overcometh ™
and the explanation, the interpretation, is that at
the end things are no longer corporate but just indi-
vidual, and the suggestion or implication of that
interpretation is that all that is in Ephesians is can-
celled out by Revelation, that all the teaching on the
corporate nature and expression of the Body of
Christ is new suspended and it has become reselved
inte a persenal and individual matter. “If any man,”
and " te him ". Dear friends, 1 have always found
very great diffieulty in believing that any ene part of
Ged's Werd rules out another part, and espeeially
sueh paris as Ephesians ; and while, as yeu shall see
in a mement, t is an element of truth in that
interpretation, unless it is safeguasdndi, it is very
dangereus and misleading. Anything that is mis-
leading is very dngerous.

Rather should not the interpretation be this that
while the corporate remains, we can only be in the
corporate by a personal revelation. An Overcomer
is one who has a personal history with God in these
matters. What I have just been saying is that it is
not a thing that you can take up, that you can have
meetings about and you can discuss and argue and
decide upon in a colllsttiive way, so that you get the
resolution of the meeting as to what is going to
happen and what course you are going to take. That
is not so. It comes down to this—it is something
between the individual and God. It is a very immedi-
ately personal thing of what God has been doing and
is doing in the life, in the spirit, in the being of those
concerned. Anything corporate must come out of
that. Of eourse, that has always been the law of the
Chureh. But here at the end in order to get baek to a
fulll and adeguate corporate testimony, the individual
has pet ie have a very llving histery with Ged as-te
what Ged is really after, has get te knew that he
of she, e matter what is happening te all the rest,
he er she is under the hand of Ged ahd Ged is deing
semething. That-is the bedreek of Overeoemmer testi-
fAeny, and if what 1 have already sald is net wrong,
that Rev. xii is the sum of Rev. li and iii in its spiritual
essenee, the eorporate is feund in Rev, xiiiin a Man-
ehild. A Man-ehild is bern whieh is spoken of fiistlly
as a single entity and then referred to as " they .
1t is many in ene ; it is the eorporate, but it is the
suff tetal of all these individuals WH® have axaienie,
the " any fAan s, the " te him"s now brought
inte a final eollective expression. What 1 am trying
to emphasize 8 this, that the essence of Overcomer
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testimony is that Gnd has done something very
definitely and very specitically, sumething much
more than a general operation in the heart in relation
to something which is very near to His own heart,
and which the whole body even of Christians will not
be prepared to accept and follow after. Well, that is
the negative side—what it ix not.

ii, Positively
(a) Life and Spirituality
Let us come to the positive side. We begin {rom
the circumference. God has His own very great
thoughts and intentions as to His creation. Oh, I
do pray God that I may not fail in this one thing
that is in my heart, that Overcomer testimony is not
some little thing, some litue hole-in-the-comer thing,

. some little departmental thing—(I mean the testi-
People may be small, as we shall sec later, .

mony).
but the Testimony is great. God has His own very
great thoughts and intentions as to His creation.
They are far, {ar too great for our comprehension at
any one time. We can only grow unto them and into
them. We have not the constitution to bear the full
unveiling of the thonghts of God ; we should just go
to pieces, crack under the strain, we could not stand
it. It is always true,—" I have yet many things to
say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now '’ (John
xvi. 12). Have you never, even in the poor, limited,
fragmentary revelation that has come to you by
some means had to say, Stop! I cannot go any
further, I have enough to occupy me for some time
to come. Think of all the vast range and.significance
of Divine thoughts and intentions, At no one time
can we comprehend them all, Moreover, it will take a
vast multitude, a countless number, to grow into
those thoughts. The most that anyone could ®ver
comprehend will be a mere fragment, an atom. It
will require that great multitude which no man can
number to comprehend and express the thoughts and
intentions of God.

And let us at once say that these thoughts of God
are not just ideas and abstract mental effusions.
They are all embodied and expressed in a2 living
Person, His Son, God Himself incarmate.” God's

-thoughts have been brought to us in that way. We

must remember that, while the Lord Jesvs had an
individual consciousness, He alsoc had a race con-
sciousness. While He, in His own mind, was a Person,
an individual Person, He was in. Himsell also a vast
corporate company, He was the nucleus of a great
multitude. That is whtxﬁ}:gg,_._can never come into

. the Lord Jesus and bé & individual. If you are in

Christ you are only a part of something very vast,
and all these great, these vast thoughts and inten-
tions of God are all centred in His Son, embodied in
Him, and eventually, so great is He, so vast is He
as the sum of all God's thoughts and intentions,
that He will fill all things. That, of course, at once
puts a great strain upon cven our brains, and I hope
it is not just going to be brain work. Vital union with
Christ and wvital union in Him is essential to the
comprehending of these thoughts of God. The way
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of such knowledge is the way of life, and the way
of life is positive corporate nnion with the Lond
Jesus. The way of God's teaching is not the way of
the class room. The way of God's teaching is the way
of practical handling of us and bringing about situ-
ations in whicli we have to know Christ in some new
way, which knowledge alone can save us [rom
despair, which knowledge alone can deliver us,
which knowledge is absolutely vital and essential to
our cxistence. It becomes a crisis like that, so that
the true spiritual life is one of a series of crises which
are ends and new beginnings ; the end of something
inadequate, the beginning of some new discovery
of Christ, some new knowledge of Him. Itis practicai,
vital knowledge, taught by and through experience.
That is the way of comprehending God, His thoughis
and intentions, and it is the only way. Itis the only
way to that position where there will be an issue in
triumph. The situation is sooner or later going to be
one of defeat or victory, and utter defeat or utter
victory. It is going to be right through and right
out, or it is going to be the other way. That is the
issue for the Qvercomer, that is the issue for the
Church, and it will only be those who, in this way of
experience, under the hand of God, have come to
know the Lord, to know Christ inwardly, who will go
right through and right out. That is the reveldtion of
the Overcomer, the Man-child, in Rev, xii. It is
knowledge of Christ in life and growth, and that on
the principle of the Body, organic and corporate, and
again that by reason of deathless life. Oh, listen!
Deathless life in which there is no old age or senility.
I say that because many of us are very conscious of
the latter. We know that old age is creeping towards
us and we are very much aware of senility overtaking,
that is, growing limitations in mental powers, con-
centration and application and mental endurance

and in other ways; which means that naturally we .

are not going to learn a great deal more in that way,
we are not going to comprehend very much more.
We are going to reach our limit and then perhaps
decline naturally. But what I am saying now is
this, that there is that in us which in extreme old age
can 'still be comprehending the vast, and going far
beyond the capacity of nature. Spiritual knowledge
is so different, spiritual apprehension is so different
from natural. The capacity of Divine life knows
nothing of decay, of corruption, of limitation, of

coming to an end or declining. It is possible and it |

ought to be the experience of every true child of God
that even in old age they bear {ruit; in this sense,
that there is that which still is fresh and still in
growth when natural powers are declining. There-
fore I say this knowledge of Christ on the principle of
life knows nothing of old age and senility ; it gues on,
Do not surrender to nature; that is, do not sur-
render vour Christianity to nature; do not sur-
render to nature vour birth-right, which is eternal
life ; and do not think of cternal life as only that
you are going to survive after this scene. Remember,
it is a quality of lile with all God’s potentialitiex in it,
all the potentialities of reaching the vastness of

Rt Tl 2t St S,
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those Divine thoughts in Christ. Later, if the Lord
wills, I may have something more to say about that,
butt 1 just Jeave it there, and for the present hasten
to round it off.

Wée were saying that these arc not just abstract
ideas, this is positive, practical, experimental know-
ledge, the result.of the free action ol Divine life in us,
the mystery and wonder, the marvel of Divine Jife
within which knows no limitations. Thus, fulness is
governed by two things. Firstly by life and spiritual-
{ty.. These two are one, one is but the definition of the
other. Life and sp ifituﬁlit}{ ; 1t 18 spiritual life, it isa
spifitual state whieh that life preduces. It is related
entirely to all spiritual things, felatea to association
with Ged, unlen with Ged, knewledge of Ged. That
life makes the link and defines the nature of spiritual-
ity. [Fulness is based upen that. If any of us live
on the basis of natwre, In the measure in whieh we do
that, we are unspifiﬂual and miss Ged. 1If, for in-
stance, you are just trying te get reund and get ever
the Immensities of Ged's theughts by reasen, pro-
jeeting your head inte that realm and trying te
eomprehend with natural reasen, yeu will net enly
de yeurself harm and bﬁﬁg yeurself te despair, but
you will miss the way entirely. THhis fequirr%% the
fenewed, re-bern spiﬂt indwelt and taught By the
H@lyp Spitit. Yew épe@sple whe eall yourseives thihking

ople, yeur reaetien is; Where 698§ Ruman reasen
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(b) Corporeality

Amtd secondly, corporeslity. We have earlier said
that it will take the vast multitude, the cwumtless
host, to really comprehend and express the greatness
of God's thoughts and intentions. The measure of
our spiritual growth will be verg largely the measure
of our fellowsinip with those who are growing. The
Lord never just lays down laws in order to set up a
system of Jaws. His laws are always the embodiment
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of His own thoughts, His laws are principles. 1t is a
tremernidédu thing to be able to put your finger upon
principles.  Very often when precedenmt is not in
existemce, principle comes in with the power of law.
You may not have a precedemit for somethmg, but
there is a principle, and the principle is the pre-
cedent. Do you understamil what 1 meam ? You get
the principle of a thing and you have the key to it
all, and God is movimg on principle, and anything
that He says is not something just said to have ‘tihings
in a certain Jegal order, but because they are the
embodiment of some great spiritual principle, bmnause
Ged is Spirit and everything that comes from God is
spirit. When God says, ** Forsake not the assembling
of yourselves together " (Heb. x. 2§), He does not
mean, Keep your meetings going. * Forsake not the
assembling of yourselves together. ..and so much
the more, as ye sec the day approaching . What
day ? The day of fulness, the day of consummmation.
Unto that you have to grow, and growth is corporate.
You know gquite well, if the Body is more than a
metaphor—and it {s—that if you detach a member
from the rest it will not grow any more. It isa simple
lam- of eorporate life. 1t depends entirely for its own
inerease upen its vital relatlonsnip to the rest, and
otherwise any develepment of It will be eﬂtirely
artifieial. Yeu might perhaps sever a fember or
ergan from the body and give it seme -artificial
stifitlant and get seme kind ef growth, but it weuld
be ariifficial beeause it is net geverned by all the ether
gavefﬁiﬁg funetions of the bedy. Fhe Body is A mere
fetal 1 is 2 Divine theught embedying Divine
Hie Bleg and spiritual realities. This is why 1 said
t the Beginning—and 1 am kee&mg very €Eleser t6
the matier of @V&f@@ﬂ?@fﬁhaﬂ § 1§ Aot somethin

that yeu ean jein, tahe™up, disewss. THis is ne
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I think I had better finish there for the presemt.
We have only just got a little way into this matter of
the natwre of Overcomers. There are other very
important things to note. Do not forget that God is
after something which will be, as far as possible now
in time, and then afterward, the embodiment of His
full thoughts, not partial thoughts not partial truths,
nat specific things, but the whole. If you look at




Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 23 - Searchable

1

Overcomcrs, they represent a greatness, a wiholleness,
a comprehensivemssss. 1t is fhe others wholiave Josil:
thev arc_the greater co ny.buit 313 huve 'the
lesser nieasurc. .The Overcomers are the smaller
company but the greater measure, and that is what
Gald is.after, and it is that testimony to the greatest,
fiullest measure of God in Christ that God is seeking

Spiritual

Rramixe : I €Cor. ii. 14435 iii. 183 ; xii. 165, 30 ;
xiil. 1-3, 13 ; xiv. 1; Eph. i. 1529 ; Cadl i. 39,
§-h@ ; ii. r-2.

I am increasingly convinced that, in these end days,
the Lord is seeking to bring a people into fulness. As
one has moved about among the Lord's people, one
has been increasingly impressed with the little appre-
hension that there is that God'’s wish and will is that
Hiis people should come to fulness of statmre, both
individually and corporatelv. In spite of all that we
have heard about the ruin of the Church, we camnot
accept the positiom where we say, Well, everything lnas
gone to pieces and it is of no use, we have got to be
content with just simple elementary things! You
cannot read the Word, the record of God’s dealings
with His people in olden times, without seeing that
Gatl always sought to recover His people to His fiull
thought and purpose, whenever tisdyy went astray, and
no matter how much so.

L&t me remind you of a very familiar fact by way of
illustration in passing, that when that small remmant
of Israel came out of Babylom and were gathered into
the land, as they stood in the street before the Water
Gate and Ezra mounted that pulpit of wood and read
to them in the open air, he read the whole law of

to have in a vessel ; the greatest measure of Himself

in Christ revealed in and through a vessel, call it a

remnant if you like, call it Overcomers, what you

like. 1t is the peculiar treasure and it is peculiarly =

treasure of God because in it He fimds a way for the

larger measure of Himself. T. AS.
(Too be conlimtiat)).

Fudliness

Mioses and he brought them back to the full thought
of God for His people ; and that is always God's way.

What Spirituality Is

Now, we shall first start at the beginning. That is
wiha- I went back to I Cor. ii. * He that is spimituzl."™
Spirituality is the basis of everything. God must have
spiritual life in His people as the dominant thing, as the
governing thing, if He is to bring them to any measure
of fulness, either in the knowledge of the Divine will or
in the outworking of the Divine will. 1 want to be very
simple and to start at least in a very simple way, and
to ask the question, What is it to be spiritual?
What does God mean by this phrase, "' He that is
spiritual.”

Well, of course, it is very easy to answer firom
Scripture that a spiritual man is a man who walks in
the Spirit, who lives im the Spimitt; but what does that
mean, what are the marks of spirituality ? How can
we, if we turn our eyes inward for a moment, how can
we test ourselves as to whether we are spiritual ?

As 1 was thinking of that, I recalled something I
saw in a hall where I was. The first thing that
attracted me when I entered that hall was a poster on
one of the walls.

THREE CLASSES OF MEN

Natural Carnal Spiviwal
Christ Has no Place. Has a place. Has the place.
The Holy Spirit Does not possess. Possesses but grieves Is filled with, and obeys.
Lordship Self-controllled entirely A dual control Christ-controlled
Personality The body rules The soul rules The spirit rules

Illustrated by Israel in' Egypt

I think that is very simple and very helpful.

We know the difference between the natural man
and the carnal man. The natural man is the uncon-
verted, unregeneratzdl man. He is helpless and hope-
less until changed. Our interest is in the difference
between the carnal and spiritual Christian. I just want
to efphesize two of three points there before passing
oh that we fay test ourselves.

The carnal man gives Christ a place but not the
supremne place. Christ has not come to fulness, Christ
does not have His settled residemce in his heart by
faith. Christ does not possess him at the very cemtre
of his being and rule and govern from there. That is
the spiritual man. When a man is truly spiritual,
Christ is everything, Christ takes up His residence
righit at the very core of his being by faith. Christ is
alll in all, and the outstanding mark of a truly spiritual
reeen is that Chwist i> alll in alll.

Israel in the wilderness

Israel in the land

Amd as to the Holy Spinitt=—tthe carnal man possesses
the Holy Spirit but continuallyy grieves Hirmby wedl
ing in the fitsdh. The Holy Spirit, though present, is
unable to operate, whereas the spiritual man is fillled
with and governed by the Holy Spirit.

Now by those simple thoughts we can test ourselves.
What is Christ to us ? He is everything to God, God
has no purpese outside His Son, everything is centred
in His Son, and the more spiritual we become, the
more we are like God in that respect. Everything ftar
us is found in our Lord Jesus, everything in Christ.
Amd as to the Holy Spirit, we come to depend more
and more and more upon Hiim, He becomes everythi
to us, that is to say as to power for holy living an
power in service, '1%:1@ Holy Spirit iills us, He goverms,
directs and controls. We learn what it is to walk in
the Spirit, our spirits indwelt and energized gyp-
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tinvally by the Holy Spirit, the governing factor in
life, We learn that our life has to be lived in the Spirit.
That is translated for us into terms of actual practice
dav by day by walking in the Spirit.

Wellnow, westart thereand evervthing springs out of
that. Unless that foundation work hus been done or is
being done, there is no hope and no prospect of our
coming to the fulness of either knowledge or life that
God desires. :

The Sovereignty of the Spirit

We pass over to the Jater chapters of I Corinthians,
because there the Apostle is dealing with spiritual
manifestations, he is showing us what spiritual things
are, and I just want to take out of those chapters
thoughts which express what true spiritual life con-
sists in. If one may attempt to put into a phrase
I Cor. xii—xiv, T think this would express it—the
sovereignty of the Spirit leading to the basic and
abiding spiritual elements. We read a few verses {from
I Cor. xii where the great note is the sovereignty of
the Spirit. 1 wonder whether we really have recog-
nized that, and are recognizing it in practice, both in
respect of our individual lives and also of our life, our
corporate life, as a people of God together. The Holy
Spirit is sovereign. - He divides to each man severally
as Hewill. It is not a question of our likes or dislikes,
our preferences,’our choices. All those things have to
be ruled out absolutely. We must recognize the
sovereignty of the Spirit, and the Spirit often takes up
the most unlikely persons, people that we should have
thought to be quite impossible, and the way of the
Spirit is a continual surprise, but He is sovereign and
His sovereignty has to be recognized. The sovereignty
of the Spirit leading to the abiding, basic spiritval
verities.

-

What are they ? ' Now abideth faith, hope, love,
these three ; but the greatest of these is love.” Three
foundation things which mark the spiritual man—
faith, hope, love.

(a) Faith .
First of all, faith. The writer to the Hebrews in the
,eleventh chapter, that great faith chapter, makes this
basic assertion. ** Without {aith it is impossible to be
well-pleasing unto him; for he that cometh to God

must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of

them that seek after him."" Without faith, nothing for
God. That does not mean without faith in Christ {for
salvation, although that is included, but apart from
" the principle of faith, nothing comes through for God,
nothing is well-pleasing unto Him. Faith is the opera-
tive and the underlying element in evervthing that
comes through for God. You need only read Hebrews
xi to see that statement amply justified. Everything
that is recorded there has come through on the prin-
ciple of faith. ' By faith Abraham. . ."" ** By faith
Moses..."" By faith everybody and everything all the
way down the chapter. That did not mean that there
was just simply a sort of underlyving faith in God and

Faith is specific and faith has to be in operation in
relation to the matter at issue. Fuith has to be in

exercisc before the thing can come through, and the
more you study the Word and read the lives of God's
people of ancient times, the more clearly vou see that

faith was the basis of everyvthing.
Now, what is faith ?

seen.” When von take a thing from God by faith,
before you actually receive it yrou are so satisfied that

God has given it to you that you have had it in spirit,
and i you are wise vou praise Him for it, yet youhave
nothing that you can see. Faith is the substance of
things hoped for, it is the reception from God of things
in spirit which have not come to yvou in concrete
evidence. It is the inward and heart satisfving evi-

dence of things not seen, and the man who is walking

by faith and having transactions with God on the

basis of faith, is walking in a perfect confidence in
God concerning things.
could not show you anything, but he knows he has
them from God. The outward evidence comnes after.
%}t is along that principle that things are wrought for

od. : '

** By faith Abraham, when he was called, obeyed
to go out unto a place which he was to receive for an
inheritance ; and he went out, not knowing whither
he went.”” Do you think he went with uncertainty,
with faltering step? He had an inward assurance
which made his walk a confident one. He went ont,
outwardly not knowing, inwardly at rest. Faith is not
simply an intellectual belief, it is not the acceptance
of a.creed, the acceptance of certain statements of
doctrine. 'We never rezally exercise faith save as we
commit ourselves to the full implications of the thing
that we believe. That is where so many of us break
down. We hear things and we say, I believe this | but
we do not get through, they do not become living and
actual and vital and concrete to us because we do not
exercise faith in God in relation to those things. So
our growth is slow because faith is not put into exer-
cise in relation to the thing God has said. We do not
receive it by faith and thank Him {for it and wait for
Him to make it manifest in actual concrete experience.
Well, the spiritual man is the man who walks by faith
and has leamed what faith is. The walk of faithisa
calm and confident going forward in the will of God
by reason of an inward assurance, and, as | have al-
ready said, faith is always that {ull committal of the
whole being to all the implications of the thing be-
Leved. That is the first of these fundamental spiritual
elements that mark the spiritual man. He is a man
who walks by faith, lives a life of faith, having con-
tinual transactions with God on the basis of faith and
bringing things through.

.. {b) Hope
** Now ubideth faith, hope, love, thesc three.”” There
is one great verse in the New Testament about hope,

these things followed. Taith is never merely general.  * Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace
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** Faith is the substance of
things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” 1
like Darby's translation—'' Faith is the substantiat-
ing of things hoped for, the conviction of things not

If vou challenged him, he

Yo - e




in believing, that ye may abound in hope, in the
power of the Holy Ghost * (Rom. xv. £3). Look at the
comtext, see what the hope of God is. It means that
our hope is set upon the point where God's hope is
placed and we come into fellowship with Him in His
hope, in-His hope in relation to the Kingdom, His
hope in relation to His Son. Instead of having a
multitude of earthly aims and ambitions and hopes
anid desires, all these fade out and our heart is set and
our hope is set perfectly on the grace that is to be
brought unto us at the appearing of our Lord Jesus
Christ, (1 Pet. i. 13). This spiritual man is 2 man wiose
eyes are lifted, and who is walking in the light of a
great hope, a great, consuming, passionatie hope fiixed
in the coming of the Lord Jesus, and all the things
that will eventuate ; a great delivering thing is hope.

(¢) Love

Love, which is the greatest of all, we can sum up in:a
single phrase. Love is the Divine nature in manifesta-
tion, for God is love, essemtially love, and as we be-
come more and more spiritual, the love of God will be
more and more shed abroad in our hearts and mani-
fested through us.

Now, would it not be a great thing if we had a
company of the Lord's people in every one of whom
without exception these three great spiritual elements
were manifested continuzllly; a people who walked
by faith, a people who lived on the basis of faith,
whose hearts were calm and confidemnt and quiet under
all circumstances because they knew God, they be-
lieved God, they were having comtinual transactions
with God : though they might be poor in this worldl's
good, rich because God had given to them in response
to their faith and was glving them things continually,
nat for themselves, but for His glory. And a people
wito walked In the light of the hope continually, the
glory shining upon their pathway and their faces set
toward the morning. And a people in whom the love
of God was supremely manifested, the Divine nature
in expression ? Should we not be satisfied ?

Amd yet, if you read the above Scriptures with real
spiritual insight, you already have observed that these
were but foundation things and that it was just be-
cause the Apostle Paul found these things in the saints
at Ephesus and Colosse that he gave himself to prayer
for them ; because these spiritual elements wrought
into them and manifested by them made all the flul-
ness of God's purpose possible : and Paul is found
actually in a travail of prayer for these very people.
He says, We have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus,
and of the Jove which you have toward all the saints,
because of the hope which is laid up for you in the
heavens, and because we have heard of these things,
we are praying for you; these things having been
wrought in you fundamentally and basically, maiking
the fulness possible, opening & way to the fulness, and
we are praying for you. (Cadll.i.. 3-5). Yes, it was the
faith and the hope and the love which he found in
these saints that drove Paul to his knees. Paul in his
Roman prison, Paul chained to a soldier, Paul with his
active life of missiomery service and endeavour cut off,
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gave himself to prayer which was a veritable travail
amd conflict that these saints in whom faith and hope
anid Jove were found in manifestation should come to
the fulness of knowledge, or realisatiom, of apprehen-
sion of Divine purpose, that they might come to
apprehend what is the breadth and length and height
antti depth, and to know the love of Christ which
passeth knowledge, that they might be filled unto all
the fulness of God.

Thank God for faith, for without faith it is imposs-
ible to please Hiim. Thank Geod for the hope, thank
Gad for the love, because these things open the way
to fulness, to all God's whole will and purpose for His
people.

Paul's Prayer for Spiritual People

Now I just want to remind you of some of the great
notes of the Apastle's praying for these people. Do
bear in mind and keep ever before you this fact that
we have seen from the Word, that the entering into
these things can only be as we are spirjtual and as
these spiritual elements are found in us. These are the
elements of the spiritual life.

(3) Fulness of Light

First of all we read a verse or two from Ephesians i.
What was it that Paul was praying for these Ephesian
Christians ? He was praying that they might have
fulness of light. ** For this cause I also, having heard
off the faith in the Lord Jesus which is among you, and
which ye shew toward all the saints, cease not to give
thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers,
that the God of our Lord Jesus Chirist, the Father of
glory, may give unto you a spirit of wisdom and reve-
lation ** (that is, the taking away of a veil, the un-
covering of these great realities to our beirg))” lavimg
the eyes of your heart enlightened, that ye may
know...” Fulness of light, the knowledge of the
Divine will ; full light as to the heavenly nature and
calling of the Church as the fulness of Clwist. If you
read the whole paragraph, you find there is no stop in
it. It is one great, ever ding, ever-enlarging
statempent which issues in this flindlly—Chriiit on the
universal Throne and the Church as united with Him
there and His fulness ; the Church the fulness of
Christ. No one can know what that means save by
Divine revelation. Alll natural blindness has to be
removed and there has to be a very real inshining inte
our hearts if that is to be anything mere te us than a
fnere statement, mere words. Onee our eyes have been
GEEﬁéd. ouf hearts enlightened, and we see semething
of the trefendous meaning of that werd that the
Chuieh, the Bedy of Christ, 1s His fulness as at Godl's
right hand, far abeve all prineipality and power and
dominion ; once the light has shined into our lhesrts
and we have really seen that by revekation of the Holy
Spirit, everything is changed for us. we are changed,
for it is a revelation of Divine purpose that goes back
to eternity and goes on to etermity. We are thinking
the deepest thoughts of God and seeing something of
the most marvellous purpose which is unveiled in all
the Scripture of truth.
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Paul is praying, he is using his knees and is praying
with earnestness. This is no light prayer. Paul is at
grips with the spiritual situation ahd he is praying
unto tremendous issues, and he is praying for the
saints that they might have fulness of light in relation
to the nature and calling of the Church,

(b) ‘* Filled Unto All the Fulness of God "

Then vou come*over to his prayer in Eph. i, x4.
“For this cause I bow my knees to the Father, from
whom every Tamily in heaven and on eurth is named,
that he would grant vou, according to the riches of
his glory, that ye may be strengthened with power
through his Spirit in the inward man; that Christ
may dwell in your hearts through faith."’ That word
" dwell ' is 2 word which means in the original, have
His settled residence, Christ may take up His home,
may come to abide in vour hearts by faith. '’ to the
end that ve, being rooted and grounded in love, may
be strong to apprehend with all the saints what is the
breadth and length and height and depth, and to know
the love of Christ which passeth knowledge, that ye
may be filled unto all the fulness of God.”” An inward
strengthening by His Spirit, Christ indwelling, having
taken up His home in your heart, and then an appre-
hension of the Divine purpose as it stretches out into
the ages to come, for that is where we come. ' Now
unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly
above all that we ask or think, according to the power
that worketh in us, unto him be the glory in the church
and in Christ ‘Jesus unto all generdtions for even and
ever "', or, as the margin renders it, all the generations
of the '2ges of the ages. You are in the eternal realm,
you are seeing the far-flung purpose of God for the
Church. The Church is to be the instrumnent for the
bringing of glory unto Him throughout.all the coming
ages and it is in that realm you are thoving.

‘What an incongruity, a great far-flung glorious pur-
pose like that and being prayed through in Paul's tired
body in Rome as he is chained to a soldier. Itmeant
travail. He sees the importance of it and not only the
importance of the purpose but the importance of the
saints realising the purpose and coming zlongside into
co-operation with God in the outworking of the pur-
pose. Paul is not satisfied that the saints should
possess the simple and fundamental things only.
These things make the rest possible and 'so he gives
himself to prayer in relation to this great fulness.

(¢) Full Enowledge of His Will

Then we come over to Colossians, There is the same
background. Here is the prayer for ‘the Colossian
saints, * We...make request for'you, that ye may be
filled with the knowledge of his will in all spintual
wisdom and understanding, to walk worthily of the
Lord unto all pleasing, bearing {rvit in every good
work, and increasing in the knowledge of God "
(i. g~10). It is continual increase, 1115 never standing
still, it is always going on. It islike climbing in a hilly
district. A height lies before:you: vou scale the
. height only to discover there are further heights be-
yond, which were hidden from you. It is always like

i

that. Paul is praying here that the szints may always
be going on, always be gaining higher ground, always
seeing more far-flung distances, always getting an
expanding knowledge of the will and purpose of God
until they breathie the air of the heights as the air of
heaven and are in {cllowship with God in relution to
his far-flung and eternal purpose. It is the full know-
ledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and under-
standing,

Yes, and it is desperate business with this man.
That is the point ] waat to get home to my own heart
as well as yours, that this is important, this is not an
optional thing. It.does really matter to God that He
has a people who are able to come into the greater {ul-
nesses, a spiritual people, 2 people who, having learnt
what true spirituality is, can go on to the full know-
ledge and apprehension of His spiritual purpose in
relation to His Son and all that is bound up with Him

_in the great inheritance of the universe.

(d) Knowledge of Christ, the Mystery of God

Finally and in closing, Col. ii. Here Paul actually
declares that his praver life is a travail and a desperate
conflict. You can understand the travail, but why the
desperate conflict ? Well, because the enemy is out to
defeat the purpose of God and if God secures through
the prayers of His apostlea people who really canwalk
with God in these greater fulnesses of apprehension of
the Divine purpose and in their outworking, he knows
his end is sure, he knows his day is short, and so he is
out to defeat it, and Paul, if he is really going to pre-
vail with God on behall of His people, has to meet
the enemy, and the prayer travail becomes a conflict, a
mighty striving against spiritual foes ; and what is it
that he is after, what is it that he is making request
for ? | Why this conflict, this travail of spirit ? That
they may come to know the mystery of God—Christ.
I wish I could tell you what that meant. I cannoteven
tell you what it means to me, although it means a
great deal. It means a great deal more to me than it
did twelve months ago. Shut up almost entirely, the
Lord has been opening things to me, showing me
things deep down in my heart, and I cannot read that
verse without a sense of awg coming upon my spirit
to-day. * To know the mystery of God, Christ.” Do
ou know Christ as the mystery of God? Ask the
ord to shew you what it means, that is the way. Any
words thdt I could use in an attempted exposition
would be poverty-stricken. It is one of the greatest
phrases in the whole New Testament. Never think of
' Christ ‘ as a personal name, it is a title. He is the
Ancinted, the One upon Whom the anointing rests in
fulness in relation to all Divine purpose, and His
Person, the Person of Christ, is a great myvstery. "* No
man knoweth the Father save the Son, and he to
whomsoever the Son willeth to reveal him '™ (Matt,
xi. 27). Thatisa great statement, but here is a greater.
‘ No one knoweth the Son, save the Father ', and
there is no qualifying clause there, no qualifyving

clause about revealing. He is the mystery of God, the -

secret. Oh, when we get Home and ‘we see Who He is
and the glory of Christ, the glorv of the Person of
’ * (concluded on front page)
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Christ bursts upon var astonished Vision, then we shall
worship, then we shall realise, then we shall say, Oh,
what we missed all those vears, we knew so little ! 'We
shall worship when a1 last we know,

Paul is praving, is in agony, in conflict, for the
people of God in whom {aith and hope and love have
alrendv been wrought as basic verities, that they may
come now to an\ by revelution of the Holy Spirit,
the mystéry of God—Christ. Even a little bif of light
concerning “the mystery of God in the Person of C hrist
breaking upon your heart causes you to say that He is
the chiefest among ten thousand, thealtogether lovely,
He is all and in all. ** Whom huve I in heaven but
thee, and there is none upon ecarth T desire beside
thee "' (Psa. lxxiii, 25). If Paul in his Roman prison
was constrained to pray for the people of God thus,
should not these great things find a bigger place in

our prayer life, fivst of all perhaps for ourseives that -
we might see, then ‘or one another, that our brethren
in Christ with whom we are associated might see, and
then for the people of God who are so bhnd, spca.kmg
generally and broadly, so blind, so content with what
thev call the simple thmgs. the elemcnt'm things, who
do not desire to o on to perfection. Oh. beloxcd let
us give ourselves to prayer. Let us study Paul’s great
pravers and God grint that something of the passion,
the travail, that was in his spirit, might come through
into our spirits and we might reallv prayv the purpose
of God through for His people, and pray His people
into the purpose of God, that God may have on earth
in the end-time people who are in the good of His
word, ‘His universc] Christ and the Church, and who
are increasing in the knowledge of God continually.
S.A.
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Overcomer Testimony

I

The Nature and Function of Overcomens: continued
ReaDING : Isa. i. g*; Rom. ix. 27, 29; xi. 23, 26 ;
Isa. viii. 17-18.

“To him that overcometth..” (Rev. ii. 7, etc).

“ And they overcame him because of the blood
of the Lamb, and because of the word of their
testimony " (Rev. xii. ).

Our message is concerning Overcomer Testimony.*
W firstt of all passed our eye over the Scriptures from
Genesis to Revelation with a view to taking accoumt
of the fact of Overcomers in Scripture, then we spent
much’ time on the nature and function of over-
corners ; we spoke of it in the first place negatively,
what Overcomers are not—they do not stand related
to anything partill; Overcomer Testimony embraces
the whole counsel of God. Coming to this matter
positively, we sought to see that God has vast,
immense thoughts and intentions concerning His
creation, far too great for our comprehension at an
given time, far too great for any ene or any small
company of the Lord's people to comprehend even
in eteriuty. It will take a vast multitude whieh e
fman €an number to grew inte the fulness of Ged's
thoughts and purpoges, and it will take the ages of
the ages to express those thoughts in that grest
multitude. They are net just abstraet ideas, but
they have been embedied in His Sen, and te knew
the thoughts and the purposes of God 1s a matter of
vital union with the Lerd Jesus ; to eome under the
hand of the Hoely Spirit to be dealt with and to be
taken through experience after experience in whieh
it 1s absolutely neeessary te ouf very life te make
some new discovery of Christ. 1t 18 knowledge of
Christ in life, in rgfwm,, ef the principle of the Body,
the principle of organie life, develo?fneﬂt by life.
We said finally that fulness—amd it is that for
which Overcomers exist—is goveriied by twe things.
First, life and spirituality : Divine life eonstituting

us spirituwazll people with spiritwal minds, spiritual
understandiing, spiritwal conceptions.  Secomdly,
relatedmess—{ulness rests upon relatedness; there
is no such thing as individual fulness in the thought of
Got, fulness is corporate, making necessary spiritual,
vital, organic relationship between the Lord's people.
+ We proceed from that poimt. We just say in going
oh that the nature of Overcomers is that of those
wiio are firstly in the freedom, .power, freshness and
progress of resurrection life. That will interpret the
friessages to the seven churehrs for you at once ; that
will explain Overcomers in all ages; those who are
in the freedefn, the power, the freshness, the pro-
gressiveniess of resurrection life ; for resurrection is
Efﬁ&ﬂéi?ﬂﬂ@ﬁ; it is liberation. Resurrection is power,
even ‘‘the exeeeding pgreatness of his power...
aeeerding to that WﬁfkiﬁF of the strength of his
fight whieh he.wreught in Christ, when he raised
hith from the dead " (Eph. i. 19-29). Resufrection is
freshness, it is a new @%iﬂﬁi_ﬁ , 1t 1§ 8 begetting
again unte a living hepe (I Pet. 1.;%).. And resurrection
is et semething enee for alll; it is the beginning of
ah eternal expansion, eontinueus enlargerent. That
i the pewer of His resurreetion, that is the life whieh
{s the inheritanee and the birthrght of the Lord's
g&e?l@, 2Rd Overeerers are @ be the embediment of
at.

Secondly, Overcomers are, therefore, those who are
held together by life. I think it wants but a very
casual glance at ‘spimitwal history to see that Over-
comer Testimony has been defeatedl oy the disinte-

ration of the Lord's people ; their separatitons, their
grealkiims up, their schisms, their divisions. It is all
Satan's way of countering the testimony of Jesus.
Overcomers are not those who go in for Christian
unity and try to find some basis upon ‘which they
can be all agreed and stick to it as long as they can.
Na, it is something deeper than that; it is inwrought
in the power of an indestructible life, held together
by life, so that the final emergence of an Qvercomer
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company is one, a Man-child called ‘ they'. '’ She
was delivered of a son, a man child "’ ; * and they

overcame him because of the blood of the Lamb "'—

passing almost immediately from the singular to the
plural about the same objec. ; an organi¢ whole.

1

Features of the Overcomer :

Now let us get nearer to this thing. Come to the
actual word ; in the Old Testament you will have
recognized that very largely the Overcomers are
called a Remnant. We have read some passages in
which that word appears, ‘' Except the Lord .of
hosts had left unto us a very small remnant ' (Isa,
i. g); * Though thy people Israel be as the sand of
the sea, only a remnant of them shall return "’ (Isa. x.
22). That is the Old Testament name, especially in
the latter part of the Old Testament, for Overcomers.
The New Testament word is Overcomers. Let us get
back to this Old Testament word, because it is
tremendously enlightening. I make no claims to be
a Hebrew scholar, but a lexicon and a concordance
are very useful things, and the Hebrew concordance
is very enlightening on this word. There are at least
five words employed for this general idea, but every
word has jts own aspect of an Overcomer. I want to
give you just the sense of the five words, . '

. i. Triumpb over Corruption o! Desth
Firstly, there is the word for remnant which is in
the sense of that which has escaped corruption, some-
thing which lives in spite of death; that which has
escaped the corruption of death, and lives in spite
of death, You bardly need go further to get your idea
of Overcomer. Is not that the very thing with which
the book of the Revelation is introduced, and is not
that introduction to the book of the Revelation the
basis of the Divine appeal and challenge? “1I am
he.that liveth; I became dead, but behold, I am
alive unto the ages of the ages and have the keys of
death and of Hades "’ (Rev. i. 18). And at the begin-
ning of the Church's history when it as a whole was
-in the Overcomer position, the great proclamation
by the witness concerning the Lord Jesus and His
crucifixion, death and burial, was this—a quotation
from the Qld Testament—*' It was not possible that
be should be holden of death. For David said con-
cerning him...Thou wilt not leave my soul in Hades,
neither wilt thou give thy Holy One to see corrup-
tion ”’ (Acts ii. 24-27). Therefore God raised Him
from the dead, * Thou wilt not leave my soul in
Hades '"; ' and bave the keys of death and Hades ",
complete mastery of death, * Thou will not suffer
thy Holy One to see corruption ”, ** He whom God
raised up saw no corruption *' (Acts xiii. 37) is the
Apostle’s testimony. And here is this Old Testament
word used by the Holy Spirit for a Remnant which
just simply means that escape from corruption, living
in spite of death. The Adversary's great effort all
the way through is to corrupt the people of God, and
in bringing them into spiritual death to bring them
to corruption spiritually, to disintegrate them by
spiritual death, somehow ; to reverse the testimony

-

churches,
those words, those statements, indicating death and

ariselin Rel | mretmpes s

of Jesus in His Body, the Church, to contradict the
great primal fact that death and corruption have been
vanquished by Him fully and finally ; furst, spiritually
in its principle, and finally physically in its out-
working. The story of the book of the Revelation
in its beginnings is of death and corruption in the
You have no need that I even mention

corruption in the churches ; and right into the midst
of tbat the Lord says—'' He that overcometh...”
An Overcomer is one who escapes corruption and
lives-even though death is all around, It s a living
people in the presence of spiritual death which is
working amongst the Lord’s people—I am not talking
about the world-—spiritual death, decline, break up,
disintegration ; yes, and corruprion, mixture, false
elements are abroad amongst Christians, and in the
midst of it all the Lord is seeking that body, that
company, which has escaped the corruption and lives
triumphant over death. So much for the first of

. ﬂ_xese .ﬁve \'vords.
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ii. Freedom from Slavery

There is another word which just means that
which bas escaped from slavery and is breathing ree
air. That is a fine picture, a fine portrait for Over-
comers—that which bas escaped from slavery and is
breathing free air. I dare not stay to interpret that.
Some of us, even in our Christian lives and histories,
know what it is to escape from slavery. Oh, the old
bondage of the Christian system and order, expecta-
tion and demand, all the old rota and legality I—to
be free of it all | Not only to be raised with Christ, but
to have the grave-clothes taken off and to be breath-
ing the free air of the spiritually emancipated | That
is what this word calls a remnant, and that is not
something extra to Christianity. It is exactly what
you find at the beginning with the Church. The Lord
had cried in the midst of 'z burdened, tyrannised,
religious nation—" Come unto me, all ye that labour
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take
my yoke upon you, and learn of me ; for I am meek
and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your
souls, For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light *'
(Matt. xi. 28-30). What is the old yoke, the old
burden, which has barassed and worn these people so
that they are weary to death, drawing out His com-
passionate appeal—'* Come unto me, and I will give
you rest '’ ? It is the old yoke and burden of legal-
istic religion, 'thou shalt’ and ‘ thou shalt not':
' you must ' and ‘ you must not * + the whole system
built up like that, a great burden. ** They bind heavy
burdens.”” He said *“and grievous to be borne, and
layv them on-men's shoulders: but they themselves
will not move them with their finger " (Matt. xxdii. 4).
And this word for remnant means such as have es-
caped slavery and are breathing the free air. You
find them in the beginning of tbe book of the Acts.
Overcomers are those who go back to the beginning in
experience. They do not take up something further
which is deeper teaching, fuller light, It is the primal
freshness and fulness of Christ that Overcomers
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represent—uniortunately, in contrast to the peneral
<itpation,

iti. The Retaining o! Excellence
- And the next word for remnant is that which is
sometimes translated ‘ residue ’, in the sense of those
who retain excellence in spite of deterioration. It
very aptly describes Overcomers, Deterioration is
almost universal ; that does not need arguing, every-
one will agree, it is not necessary to make out a case,
There are very few people who, in their most honest
hearts, are not very much concerned about the spirit-
ua] state of things. Overcomers are those who retain
excellence over against deterioration. That is what
the Lord wants and, because the Lord wants it, it is
possible, and because He both wants it and makes it
possible, if we wall come the Lord's way, we can know
it. This excellence, again, is not something added to
Christianity. It was said of Israel that they were 2
chosen race—" Ye are an elect race, a royal priest-
hood, a holy nation, a people for God's own possession,
that ye may shew forth the excellencies of him who
called you out of darkness inte his marvellous light **
(I Pet. ii. g), and the Overcomers are those who are
iulfilling the original purpose of their calling—to show
forth the excellence; retaining excellence to-day, when
the general impression is anything but that of His
excellencies. . ' :

iv. The Finding of Refuge - : -
- The next word is that which-is best translated, I
think, into our English word with which we have
become sadly familiar in recent days—a refugee; the
essence of this word is that. It means one who has
left a region of desolation and-found refuge from
desolation—a fine thought for Overcomers. It is
possible to know spiritual desolation even amongst
the people..of God, to know desolation of heart even
in the Christian Church. So many write to us and
speak to us—' The place where I attend is a desola-
tion, there is no food, there is no life, it is all barren
and dead; -what are we to do?’- And that'is a

Christian church, so called ; a Christian circle. VYes,
we say it quietly because we do not gloat over that

it is the opposite of that that is in our thought. We
have to take note of facts, and these are facts, that
there is spiritual desolation®to-day in Christendom
and often even in evangelical circles ; ‘starvation and
death, and the Overcomer, the remnant, are those
who have left that region of desolation spiritually and
have found food, come into life, into wealth, into
spiritual afluence, who have found the realm of heart
satisfaction. That is how it was at the beginning.

v. Survival - .-

Y " Then, ﬁnal!y,. there is the word for remnant which

. just means survivor and survival. The picture is that

of one who has squeezed.through a narrow opening
. into liberty, and who is alone left, but being alone
" left, is living and free, a survivor., We know all too
. much of the tragedy of that word in these days. The
! ships that have gone down, the lifeboats packed, one
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after another dving from exposure and starvation,
and one left at last and rescued, a survivor perhaps
of a whole ship or at least of a boat-load, having, so
to speak, squeezed through the narrow opening be-
tween life and death, alone but living and free. It
may take a little while to recover from the suffering ;
but the realization,—I am alive, they are all dead and
I am alive and I am out, I have escaped, thev have
all perished ! is a tremendous thing to such an indivi-
dual ; to be one who has squeezed through that
narrow gate and is alive; of course it is a great
responsibility, but all that is crowded into a single
Hebrew word for remnant. I am not saying that any
one of these words fully describes the Overcomer, but
put them all together and you get the Overcomer.
The final thing is—Out, survived, living and free ! It
is unto that that the Lord has called us, to realize
something of the narrow escape we have had, what a
thing it is to be alive in the Lord. How many there are
who do not know the life that we are enjoving. In
this world we are survivors, living and free, and that,
tragically enough, amongst many Chrstians who
have been engulfed. We are defining the nature of
Overcomers, and that is what it is.

Overcomers lor Signs and for Wonders <

Now let us pass on quite quickly for a few minutes.
There came a point at which God broke with the
nation, Israel, as a whole, and gave Himself up to the
Remnant. We have read those words in Isa, viii—
“ Behold, I and the children whom the Lord hath
given me are for signs and for wonders in Israel "', ' I'
and the children whom God hath given'me . First
of all, see what that meant in the case of Israel and
Isaiah the prophet., It meant that God had brought
into being that little' family, that little domestic
circle, in such a way, and had preserved and main--
tained and succoured in such a way as to serve Him
in this capacity of putting them right in the midst of
Israel, to be firstly, for signs ; thatis, to signify some-
thing, to imply and indicate something about God
and God's thought and mind concerning His people.
There is a very great mistake being made just now of
taking the Hebrew prophets and using them to the
nation, the British nation and the nations, It isa
mistake. You cannot put fhe British nation or’any
other nation in the place of Israel. The nation is the
Lord’s people, the holy nation, and it is to the holy
nation that the prophets have their message and
ministry,’and it is through the holy nation that the’
nations are to be fed. Here the Lord broke with the
whole nation, Israel, and gave Himself up to the
Remnant, and that Remnant was to be like Isaiah
and the children whom God had given him for signs,
ta signify in their own being, in their own constitu-
tion, in the way in which the Lord had brought thém
into being and had dealt with them, how the Lord was
related to them, to signify what His thought was to
all His people. That is the function of a remnant.
* And for wonders in Israel ", and, dear friends, you
cannot have the background of wonders without being
put into the position where it wants a wonder to bring
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you out on top so that you say, It is a wonder I am
alive, it is a wonder that I survived, that I got
through, that I am where I am to-day; only God
could have done it 1 And that is what the Remmeemt
is for—to show what a wonderful God He is in our
experience, That is not something extra, that is
basic. ' The exceeding greatness f his power to us-
ward who believe according to that working of the
strength of his might which he wrought in Christ,
when he raised him fromm the dead . The greatest
wender of all is the resurrection of Cliristt; and the
fRaifitaining of a geople in resurrection life in a world
like this and in the midst of the awful forces of evil
whieh are set for their undoing and setting aside. In
life=yes, in life, not in existence but in life, and tbe
malntaining of life in any measure of fulness and
vietory is a wonder. The Lord wants to get hold of
a people who will serve Himw in this capacity as
signs, signifying His mind in their own being, their
owh history, an example of what the Lord wants for
all His people.

Buit do not forget, the writer of the letter to the
Hebrews lays, hold of that fragment in Isa. viii and
he brings it in in the second chapter. ‘* Since then
the children are sharers in flesh and blood, he also
himself in like manner partook of the same . The
quotation comes right in in that connection. * Be-
held, I and the childrem which God hath given me *.
" Beth he that Savctifieth and they that are sanctified
are all of efie : for which cause he is not ashamed to
eall thefi brethren, saying...Behold, I and the
ehildren whieh Ged hath given e . . That is a basic
and efiginal idea, that unien with Christ basically and
siibsegently, net at an advameed peint, but union
with CRrist 18 su te have this very element and
fature. "I and the ehildren whem Ged hath given
fie are fer sipns and for wenders . Our very union
with Chyist is sul | to Be a wender and a signi-
ﬁea'i'gmhfﬂ at its beginning. Te reeever that is the
werk 8
Tou see, the Reminant and Overeemmers have as their
funetion te be God's vantage ground in a day of wide-
spread §%ﬂ§ﬁ§l geelensien and failure, te Be vantage
%@i_ﬁ{g; at upen which Ged ean aet and say, fiet,

Ris 1§ my idea fer you, But, Here is my thew
%%%mg &?P&’.@@Eﬁdh&@resliﬂb eHing bWl drnafesier

e funetion 6f Overesmers, to be to Ged like
that. "1 and the ehildren whem Ged hath given me
are for signs and fer wenders . Here is the thing,
@el is saying: Leek at this, leek at Isaiah and his
ehildren; foek at ERrist and His own as God wills them
1 Be and yeu Bave what 1 am after, what my mind
is L The refnant is fo that, Ged's vaniage ground in
& day of declensien e shew the thing e others.

The Overcomer Remnant in Relation to the Whole

That is not all, by a long way. May I just say this
one more word before I conclude this part. There is an
allusion in the original statemmentt and in its citation

eFeemers, We are 6n the funetion new..

in Romans. * Except the Lord of hosts had left unto
us a very small remnant, we should have been as
Sodom, we should have been like unto Gomaorrah *'.
There is an allusiom there, The allusiomis to Abraham,
and it brings might into view that scene, that marvel-
lous scene, of Abraham challenging and arguing with
and persuading God, and God lending Himself to the
challenge and listenimg to the argument and yielding
to the persuasion. If there are fifty righteous, will
you not destroy ? And the Lord says, If I can find
filyy rightteotss, I will spare the place for their sakes,
He cannot fimd fiifity righteous, and Abraham gradu-
ally reduces it and God ylelds to him every time. [f
I can find ten righteous, will you spare the cities ¥
Yes, if you find ten. And he went and you may be
sure he scoured the cities thoroughly to find ten
righttsniss people. He had to come back and say, 1
cannot find any. God says, If only you could have
found a remnant, I would have saved the whole.
That is the argument of Isalah and of Paul, and that
is why I brought together those two passages: '* Even
now there is a remnant.” ' Therefore shall all Israel
be saved ': the voeational aspect of being ah Over-
comer. It is not just for eutselves to get the extra
glory and blessing. It is related te the service of God,
serving Geod and serving Him in respeet of all His
people. Now, that is sermething that wants efilarging
upen. -1 ean see new semething in these werds—
" Andl his servants shall serve him and they shall see
his faee " (Rev. xxii. §=4). I8 that everybedy 7 Ne.
Ged's thoupht eeneerning His ChureR is “that “itt
sheuld be pathered ewt of the nAatiens, slowily'But
sufely ferfned inte a bride werthy of giving e His
Sen as a gift, witheut spet er blemish er afy sueh
thing ; given te Christ as His bride te be fer Him the
instrument, the ageney ef Alling and fulilling the
esming Kingdem thredpheut the ages: That is Ged's
theught abeut the ChureR. Can we say that that is
Being realised iﬂ_&f% eefmensurate way ¢ Ne, But
Gyl helds te His theught and He seeks an inner
eompany whem we are ealling a remnant ef an Over-
esmer eempany o stand for Him iR this servies, io.
Be a link Between Hiim and His ful theught in His
peeple, and e be that instrument for the realisatien
of ‘His full theught, te serve Him, i see His face.
What is that 7—to be te His Sen the ageney of dlllig
the Kingdem and fulfilling the Kingdem if the days
S e e
he werk .8?.:%%8 Lord, if 8¥8H Wi‘_ﬁiy‘c B@ﬁ?ﬂﬁ LB{&"E
servants, it is ot piven td 2 special c12ss called Mini-
sters and missjondHes. 1{ is {9 3 whele E%ﬁg%‘;
{0 BVEry 6HE WHB GVEercomes. g‘é AH&k QVEFE ,}
T will % Ve 18 Bif 18 sit oWH WitH He 1R My thrane
Reew, §i- 21): *“ will T give 18 eat of the tree of life
Redv. i g} ese are a1 things symBelic of that fuil
Reught 8 &6 _EBHEéx‘ﬁgi H HFCR,; gatheted H§B
20d expresed Airsthy 1R OVBrEgHers: TAS:
(To be comtinued). et
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The Lord’s Need of

ReEaING : I Sam. il. 1112, 19-18, 21-22; iii. 1-4.

Well, they were bad days. The book of Judges
which leads on into this book, and the little glimpse
that we have of the state of affairs as this book opens,
make no question of the jact that they were bad
days for the Lord and for His interests ; . but thank
God, the lamp of Gud was not yet gone out, and
though Eli and all that he represented was in such a
pitiable state, the Lord called Samuel. There is an
obvious contrast in the above passages between that
which was the ordinary, the recognized representative
of God's interests on the earth, and this new thing
which had come into being at the birth of the child
Samuel.  What a contrast! Well, whether or not
things are as bad for the Lord's interests to-day as
they were then, they are certainly pretty bad. The

Jamp of God may not have gone out yet, but it is very

nearly out in many places. Thank the Lord He has
got an answer ; His answer is Samuel.

T The Marks of Samuel

" i. He was Alive
_What a contrast there is between all that Eli
represented and this child Samuel, It is the contrast
between life and mere form. We have been studying
the High Priestly garments and have been impressed

‘!:}; the detail of the form. Of course, in the purpose

i

-

God, it was not meant to be merely a form, but to

! represent living aspects of a living Christ. But what
"trappings there were, and what outward form .of
- things, all orthodox, all Scriptural, all in-an outward
" way according to God, associated with El and the

position that he held. And yet it conld be said of
him, as much later it was said to Sardis, “ Thou hast a
name that thou livest and art dead’. It was all
correct - according to Divine prescription, it was
orthodox, but it was dead. Now Samuel seemns to be
rather unorthodox. His appearance on -the scene
was unusual ; it was a gracious answer to prayer from

God's side!’ But Samuel was not & priest at all, and,.

so far as this record goes, he does not seem to have
been a Levite, for his father’is described as being
descended from an Ephraimite. I{ you search witha
concordance, you will find genealogy which suggests
that actually Samuel had come of a Levitical family,
but, after all, the Lord has a purpose in the verv
records of His Word, and I Samuel does not open by
mentioning anything connected with th¢ Levitical
family, but rather gives another impression—and
that is all-important. Samuel was what he was in
virtue, not of position, of form, of status, but of life.
When Samuel came on to the scene, something had
been born and bora from God, and therein he stood in
direct contrast and challenge to the whole order
which was represented by LEli—an order actually, of
course, condemned because of its corruptness, but
that corruptness is but a logical outcome of every-
thing which has assumed a mere form and official
position instead of being what it is in virtue of ils

Ge o e e e e e AR e

a Samuel Instrument -

life. Samuel really was a nobody. Why he wore this
linen ephod we do not know. I can find no mention
that the Levites wore them; it was a priestly
garment. Later on, of course, David was clothed in
one, but the whole emphasis, as I see it, of this new
speaking of God and this appearance of a Divine
answer 1o a desperately bad situation, the whole
importance of Samuel,-is not in any status or position
that he held or had been given, but simply in this
most simple and yet comprehensive [act—he was
alive. That is always God's answer and that is the
tremendous contrast that comes up when God's
interests are at stake, Orthodoxy, tradition, form,
outward appearance, recognition, status, stand on
one side, and on the other side is a nobody, but he is
alive, God took up things in an altogether new way
to open up a series of events which should bring
amazing transiormations among His people, and
finally culminate in the glories of Solomon's kingdom.
He took all up by ignoring, sweeping aside, taking no
notice or account of that which mattered 50 much to
men, and just producing a Samuel, 2 nobody ; but
he lived, and he lived for God, and he lived by God.
Now whatever the state of affairs to-day may be,
there is no question as to the reality of that contrast,
and we have to make up our minds where the Lord
i5,What theLord is interésted in and what represents
the Lord's answer o 2 desperate sitpation. On the
one hand thereJs the form. .You will have your
own particular knowledge of some particular form ;

I do not propose to specify any; but there is the’

form—if you like, the Seriptural form—but is it a
dead form ? If it is, then it is in the Lord's way. I
do not think it is an exaggeration to say that Eli
and what he represented in his day not only failed to
stand for the Lord, but got in the Lord’s way. There
is only one thing you can say to Eli's credit—that
when Samuel appeared, he did give place to Samuel
and that is something mote than can be said ve

often for the orthodox, official thing that stands for
God, But it is the contrast that we want to be im-
pressed with. It comes right down to us. We are
not going to talk about other people. The challenge

all the time is to us as a people. The challenge is—.

is it form, is it outward, is it in phraseology, Scriptural
phraseology ? Is it only that or is it living ? 1fitis
anything eise than Jiving, it is in the Lord’s way. It
may be detailed, elaborate, as was Eli's office, but
it is in the Lord's way. Samyel] may be very simple,
very undeveloped, but he was alive, That is the
point “that mattered—he was salive, and the only
thing that can answer God’s need in our day is a
people who are alive. Of course, it comes down to
us as individuals, for what is true of the whole is

frue of every individual, and what a challenge this -

is to everyone of us. Is our position a’formal one
or is it by virtue of an inward life ? It is a question
that those of us who occupy a more prominent place
have to ask ourselves very seriously and continually,
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Eli had been a babe at one time, Eli had been a lad
like Samuel,” but he had grown old, and the holy
office and indeed the people of God were represented
by that man who was alive and yet he was not, 2
dead and alive condition. It is possible with us.
Every aspect of our Christian life and service has to
be measured by this standard. Is it merely outward,
is it formal, or is it life ?

Years ago l.was in close contact with certain
missionary circles. There used to be foik who offered
to become missionaries. Some of them were having
difficult times at home or in their business, and some
were frank enough to say it. Of others it was obvious
that their position was—If only I could get out of
that home or that business, if only I could be =
missionary, be in the Lord's work, I would be usefn!
and prove the Lord. They were always rejecteq,
for if the basis of their service was life, then they
would prove life in their home, they would triumph
in life in their business, That is just an illustration
of how it touches us, this question of how much is
formal and how much is life

Well, the Lord’s interests are bound up with that
in which there is life ; and moreover, where there is
life, the Lord will make a way for it. Some of us
may have felt from time to time we had a ministry,
we had visions, we had expectations and there was no
way. Dear {riends, there is always a way for life.
Samuel was a nobody, but Samuel was alive and
Samuel came into great prominence and great
fruitfulness in virtue of his life ; not of influence, not
of outward place, not of position, not of status, not
of recognition, but of life, The Lord will make a
way for you and for His own interests if you pay first

‘attention to a maintenance and an increase of a

life relationship with Him.

ii. He was Growing

There is an aspect of this which needs mentioning,
because it is so emphasized in the case of Samuel.
Samuel, we are told again and again, was a growing
man. EHN, on the other hand, was absolutely set.
Poor old man, he was so set, his bones were so rigid,
that when he toppled over he broke his neck. That
was 2 tragedy, but it is symptomatic of a spiritual
condition. He was blind, ﬁnwuld not see anything
‘new. He had not been born blind, he had seen the
light and he knew what he had seen, but he had
reached a place where he could not see anything
fresh—this static, stagnant condition which was so
much of a hindrance to the Lord and so sad. Now,
if you read about Samuel, the boy is growing. Every
few verses you read that Samuel grew. - It tells a
homely little story of the new robes his mother made
for him year by year; he was always growing out
of his clothes. That is how we ought to be spiritually,
That is what matters to the Lord—that there shourd

" be growth. It does not matter how young Samuel is

now, as long as he is growing. It does not matter
how small you may feel, the Lord does not mind so
long as you are growing. It does not matter how old
and great we may be; if we have stopped growing

-

there is a spiritual tragedy there. How important
is this matter of growth.

Growth, of course, is an intensely personal thing.
You will notice the Lord did not deal personally
with Eli. He had to send people to him, He had to
send a prophet, He had to speak to him through
Samuel ; the Lord did not speak directly to El,
Now Samuel, for al] his youth, had this experience
of a personal knowledge of the Lord. Growth is
intensely a matter of a personal knowledge of the
Lord. :

There is the contrast then, with this sad, rigid
state—and how easily we get into it! We do not
have to be ninety-eight to be as El was. How
easily we get set; we cannot see anything new.
We are set, we are not supple, we cannot respond to
the ways of the Lord, That means inevitably that
our knowledge of the Lord is Jacking in a wvital
personal element, for surely spiritual growth means
that all the time the Lord is so dealing with us person--
ally that we are responding, this way, that way; so
different from what we had expected, so different
from what has been in the past, but it is 2 living way,
a way of growth; and of course, growth spiritually
is a very practical matter. It is not growth merel
in understanding about truth; it is all so practical.
It is not necessarily a sign of growth to be talking
more about the greatness of Christ. An increased
apprehension of the greatness of Christ will bring an
increased humility into our lives, and that is growth.
Otherwise it is merely a matter of words. It is not
enough that we feel' we are understanding more of
the corporzte life of the people of God and the
theories of the Church. Are we practising fellowship
more ? That, and not our understanding, is the
measure of our growth. The Lord knows how much
we are growing when we practise what we under-
stand, Of course, we all practise fellowship when it
suits us. Some folk are very glad to have fellowship
when it corroborates what they think the Lord’s
will is ; when it confirms them, that is lovely fellow-
ship. When it is contrary to their own personal
thoughts, they fall back again on their individual
position with the Lord. They have not grown, they
are stagnant, not seeing anything new, whereas the

"Lord's interests are bound up with those who are’
growing. They may be small, simple, but they are
growing, they are responsive, ready to see new things,
able to hear the voice of the Lord, spiritually supple.
For lack of that the Lord’s interests suffered griev-
ously untid Samuel arrived on the scene, because
everything was fixed and rigid. 'We need to let the
Lord search our hearts individually and as a people.
The Lord's interests are with those who are growing.

iti. He Had*a Future
And of course, very simply but inclusively, Samuel
represents the future. EI had no future, he had a
past ; and his house, they had a past; and I suppose
he lived in the past. Samuel had no past, but he had
a future. Itisa trite remark to say that the interests
of the Lord are with the younger generation but it is

Bo
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spiritually true that the Lord's interests lie with
those whose eyes are on the future rather tham on
the past. That, T believe, is one of the great con-
trasts in evangelical circles to-day. There is an Eli
element rooted in the past, growing hoary with
antiquity and it has no value for the Lord. There
faust come.a Samuel, whether young in years or not.
The Lotdr root us wp out of all our living im the past
and leoking back to the past. The future is the
Lerd's and ours with Hiim, and the future will present
semething whieh, while it will work on the principles
off the past, will be new, unexpected. Are we ready ?
A peef sld man like Eli, of course, was not. God
ferbi¢ that we shieuld get to sueh a rigid pesition that
we are reeted in a way that gives the Lord no real
eppertunity. There is a great deal, 1 am afraid, in
evangelieal” eireles like that: mueh te thank the
Lerd for in the past—amd we do thark Him. But if
anything is going to be really pressed home to the
feaching of Divine lssues, there has to come a Samuel
glement ore eoncerned with the future than the
past, with eyes on the purpeie of Ged and a heart
and a willingness te leave Behind everything that is
behind. Everything was new te Samuel and every-
thing was new frerm Samuel's day enward. 1t epened

out in new, unexpected ways, but they were living
ways. It is true the people prematurely demanded a
king, and the sad story of Saul arose ; but there was
to be a king, there was a way, and Samuel was the
Lord’s instrument for reaching that way, The chal-
lenge comes to us—the form, the set positiom, the
being rooted in the past, or the spontaneous way, a
new release of Divine life under the goverfiment of the
Spifit to press forward to the Divine goeal ?

iv. He Was an Answer to Prayer
One last word about Samuel. Samuel did not just
happen, Samuel was not just born. Samuel means
" Asked of God . Someone prayed about Samwel,
prayer with tears, with great longing and desire,
and out of a deep desire Samuel was born. Is it net
time in the history of the Christian Church that a
new Samuel was born ? 1 am sure we all say it Is.
Well, we have been praying ; .let us press on, let
us pray with more concern, and let us seek by the
Lord's grace that we shall not only pray but be
feund in the malnstream of His aetivities. Eli in his
plaee, -deerepit and asleep, the lamp of Ged nearly
ene eut ; but the Lord ealled Samuel and every-
thing ehanged. My it be so again. H.F.

“Thhe Word of Gaxtl and tihe Testirmomy off esisd™ .

ADIKG : Rew. i. 122, 9; vi. 9; xil. 177. xix. 0.
xx. 4, I Thess. ii. 13, Gal.i. 16, Eph. iii. §,
§-6, 16-11. \

As a text fromm which all the other Scriptures may
véell follow, we might take the ninth verse of Revel-
ation i. " Il John..was in the isle that is called
Patmas, for the word of God and the testimony of
Jesus .

[ do not know how familiar all of us are with the
book of the Revelation, but I think most of us prob-
ably know it well enough to be conscious of a tremend-
ous climax. If Genesis is the book of beginnings,
certain y the book of Revelation seems to be the
book of ends. Everythimg heads up, and the atmo-
sphere of things begimming to head up is a tense
a There is an end-tirme a the
moment we come into this beok. I de net know
whether it is imagimetiom, but I think it must be a
very enlarged Imagi , for all of us have it, that
we are i tense days te-day; we are eenseious of
heading-up days, days u?en whieh-preat jssues hang,
and all round us there is the plea and the enguiry
for some kind of solution or way through. Leaving
for the moment the world and its tangle of problems,
and Cﬁﬁ‘iiﬁg closer 1n amongst the people of God, that
same enquiry Is found. WHhat is really the answer to
things to-day ? Many answers are given. The answer
of seme fight be more evangelism ; what we need
s to pet out and preaeh the Gespel, to be more
Zealous for the souls areund us. Well, we de net say

6z

anything against that. Praise the Lord far all the
real concern for souls and all the true preaching of
the Gospell; but is that really the answer to the day
in which we live 2. Have you noticed what happens
when people try to do that ? A lot of it seems to
bounce off again, there is something hard there, it
does not seem to go might through. . Others say that
what we need to-day is a revival.. Press the matter
of what you mean by a revival, and it is a little bit
indefinite, but very often it means a reconasty of the
kind of thing that used to happen, a flood of spiritual
life where fio end -of people are saved and there is
blessing. . Well, we all want blessing, so we shall all
fejoice if there is a revivall -

. Bult eome to the Word of Ged itself and its answer
to a dark and desperste day. What do we find ? 1
believe we find a very simple twefold expression of
Ged's esiinter te a d ate day, Ged's eewnter 6
the days in whieh we live, and if we go threugh the
Boels of the Revelation, we find repeated refwrences

1o this strange matter 6f whieh we have read tegether.
Willl y6u 1e6k at it and see what it is ?

he word of God and the testimony of Jesus ™.
Practically without exception, those two phrases are
together. Not just the testimony of Jesus or just the
Word of God, but all this tremendows battle is over,
what is called * tttee Whond of God amd] tthe testtiimony aff
Jesuss’. ' There is evidemtly something very potent
behind this double expression because it is comnected
with such potent matters. It has involved a sesv-ant
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of God in a whole situation, he finds himsell in a
place because of it; and there are those who have
laid down their lives for the Word of God and the
testimony of Jesus. It has cost them their life, and
that is the accompaniment of this thing right through.
It is always accompanied by cost, the cost of life,
"1 suw them that had been beheaded for the testi-
mony of Jesus and for the word of God "

. 'The Word of God
Let us try and get a little closer to this matter.
Whatever can be the meaning of the Word of God
if it involves some in these drastic situations ? What
does it mean ? Before we discuss what it does mean,
it is well that we admit that it means a great deal
more than we think. It does not mean just the Bible ;

- it does mean the Bible, but it means something a

great deal more. We need a new and adequate con-
ception of the Word of God, and 1 am going to put
it in a sentence, The Word of God is the revealed
mind of God. Through this wonderful Book of God,
His mind has been made known, but Jet us remember
that the purpose of this Book and its preservation
through the centuries was that it might be a vehicle
{or communicating God's thoughts, a means whereby
what God thinks and sees should get out. It is not
just a text-book. It is something that can be the
vehicle of revelation ; it can be, and it may not be.
It may be an utterly dead boo}. but the Word of
God that is here spoken of is the mind of God, the
th oughts of God revealed.

G'od s One Thought is Churist

And what is God’s thought ? 'We 'so easily think
of the Word of God as a collection of disjointed
thoughts, teachings, ideas, patterns, a thousand
things. But the Word of God is primarily a revelation
of God’'s one thought, and God’s one thought is His
Son. This Book, from beginning to end, is about the
Son of God. 'I‘ha.t is its central matter, and God's
mind is one mind—and that is, that His Son should
be seen as He sees Him. Therefore the Word of God
relates to the purpose of God, the will of God. You
remember the word in Isaiah lv—'' My werd...that
goeth forth out of my rnouth...shall not return unto
me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please ".
God's word is unto the accomplishing of His {ull end.
God is not just doing a lot of little things, He is
doing one thing. He is moving from beginning to
end in one direction, He has one thing in view, and
that mighty thing is what is in view in this book, and
we shall be saved from chasing down little side alleys
if we once see what God is after. And that brings us
to the explanation of the Apostle Paul.

What is the explanation of that life that 51mply
blazed its course through to a glorious end 7 It was

.this, that one day he saw the point, he saw what

God was after and it was quite enough for him. He
had lost all interest in everything else from that
moment. Everything went out, and God's central
thought came in—His Son, * Neither did I receive
it (the Gospel] which was preached by me) from man,

-

neither was 1 taught it, bm it came to me through
revelution of _]e-m- Chrl'\l I saw what God is
after in His Son. *' It pleaﬂed God...to reveal his
Son m me that I might preach ""—sermons ¢ Not at
all—'' tha! ] might prcach Him among the nations *
Whit is preaching ? Preaching is the presenting of
something for good or ill. Tt is saving, That is it |
Some will say, You are nght that is faith. Others
will sav, I do not agree ; and they go away, Pro-
clamation is not argument but presentation, ‘' That
I might present him ". \Wherever he went, Christ
came into view, Some saw the Lord and the\, fol-
lowed Him. New Testament preaching is like that,
“A multitude were added {o the Loyd " ; not added
to a thing, but to the Lord, They did hot belicve
theories or doctrines ; they believed on a Person,
they saw Him, The purpose of God is Christ.

And 1 want to sav this—Christ first of all inclu-
sively : and then Christ exclusively. What do we
mean by Christ inclusively ? We mean God's inten-
tion as we find it in His Word, that ultimately every-
thing must be Christ, everyvthing is to be-according
to Christ. "...unto a dispensation of the fulness of
the times, t0 sum up all things in Christ "' (Eph. i.
10). In that circle of Christ is all God's purpose.
* If any man be in Christ, there is a new creation "
(IT Cor. v. 17)—he is in the new creation, he is in the
circle of God's purpose. God is set upon Christ only.

What does Chnist exclusively mean? It means
that everything that is not Christ goes out, ‘' the old
things are passed away " (II Cor. v. 17).

{a) Christ Personal

That brings us to the twofold revelation of Christ
that we find given to us through the Apostle Paul.
Of course, they are not really two, they are parts of
one, but our minds do not take thmgs in very easily.
The first is Christ personal ; the Lord Jesus, the
Person. When Paul saw the Lord, everything else
in his universe went out of the picture, and pre-
eminently what went out was himsel{. Before that,
he and this Person were, as it were, on equal terms,
but when he reaily met Him, he himsel{ went down.
We cannot co-exist with Christ. If Christ comes in,
we go out. I know there is a sense in which it only
happens experimentally in a gradual way, But
gradual as the experience may be, in God's thought
it is an utter thing. He only wants Chnst, and when
we stand up and say, Can't 1...7 that ° 1" dies on
our lips. He says, No, I do not want anybody but
My Son! Do you remember when Moses said, ** 1
beseech thee, show me thy glory **, the Lord said to
bim very gently * Thou canst not see my face; for
man shall not see me and live . Do you see how
exclusive He is ? When, even in those tvpical days,
the glory of the Lord filled the house, even Moses
could not enter in. God has only one Man. Now
that is just a glimpse of the Person Who is God's
Son. He is God's standard, His righteous one. He
is everything that wholly satisfies God. Are we going
to struggle to be like Him ? Try and see how vou get
on. Some of us have had a good try; and when we
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get to the end of our tether, we say it cannot be dione'
and then we are glad that the Cross was the end of
our struggling. When we think we are pretty good,
we do not want the Cross. When we are sick to
death of ourselves, we say, I am so glad you have
finished with me. We have no one but the Lord lieft.
When we have said that first word of faith—' 1t is
Christ now '—the Holy Spirit says, concerning some-
thing in our-life, That is not Christ. The battle begins
then o\er details, but if our heart lias been won, we
do not waste time over crises. If it is going to mean
more of the Lord, we must go through with it. 1
wish we were quicker at petting through these crises.
Perhaps the Lord has said, I want you where you ar¢ :
and you are wearing yourself out wondering how to
get out of that place. One sentence of Miss Amy
Carmichael’s helps a good many of us—" In accept-
ance lieth peace “. Let go, do not fight the Lord.
What is happening ? God is getting Christ in, getting
us out. The Word of God is not a teit-book, it is a
revelation of a Person. &

{(b; Christ Curpuorale
Amd then it is a revelation more mighty still of the
glorified Lord as the Head of His Body, the Church.
As Paul gazed at'this tremendmus Person, he saw
that all other persons as individuals had been ruled
out by the Cross, he saw the Head:of a new creation

"and in Him a multitude. We are in Him,, raised wiitlh

Hiim, seated with Him. * In hinj dwelleth all the
fulness of the Godhead bodily ** (€ol, ii.§). I used
to think that meant ‘ wholesale . {1t means literally
in the Greek what it says—'in bqdily form '. The
fulness of God requires a Bodly witii many mmembers.
Even a head is not a body, it reqiires all the mem-
bers ; and Paul says there is a mijstery which God
kept locked up throughout the agas but now He has
let it out, and that is that Christ and the Church
are one Body. He is the Head of a living organism ;
alll livingly joined to Him are members of His Body.
When we truly believe, we believe into Chmiist—that
is the Greek word used by John over and over again :
" He that believeth on me " (John vi.. 35); he that

" belieweth on the Son * (John iiii, ift); believe iinto,
believe on. The word is *into ‘, and if you go into a
thing you are in that thin%; If you go into a mom,
you are in the room. The Lord wants us out of our-
selves and into Him.. I am glad the other persom I
used to live in has been buried. I am in Christ, ** to
me to live is Christ ¥. As we individually accept
God's ground for us, which is Christ, and thank Him
that the Cross has ruled out that whole other realm of
Adam’s life, we come on to resurrection ground, and
we find that other saints are also on that ground,
that we are one in Him. There is a lot of talk te-
day about Christian unity ; people try to tie them-
selves together. It cannot be done. We have to die :
and when Christ is our life, it is one life. 1f we will
nat get out of the picture, we shall just be separaie
units. I may put up & banner and sav " All ene in
Christ ", but we may net be one at all. The preef
of oneness is that 1 let go my personall views and 66
do you, and we have fio views but Christ. There is
fe unity but unity through the Cross. We have all
peit to be dealt with, and the more we are dealt with,
the more in Him we shall find we are. That is the
Chureh, it 1s the corperate life in Christ. That is
God's mind. Ged has revealed His mind whieh is
centrally His Sen.

All these things must come to each of us by revel-
ation. We can get books on Ephesiams, but that
does not give us revekation, and we shall never get
revelation of what the Church means until we know
something of an earlier revelation, and that is the
Cross—deatth with Him and the new life in Him:
and then the Lord will lead on to the fact that our
new life is one life together. Those of you who have
known a little taste of saying Yes to the Lord about
painful things, have you not found that almeost
immediately you feel the need of more fellowship
than before ? You find yourself drawn to others who
feel the same, in whom the same sort of thing has
been going on. - Mast do not understand what you
are going through, they think you are strange. Never
mind. As we go through with the Lord we begin to
know what real fellowsitiip is.

(To be aovitired))
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] is issue of the ' Witness and T@stimonr " we close another year of its ministry, And whe{t2a)padr
it has been in worid afrairs ! Allitime to come will date a reshaping of the disposition of nations from this
year. And yet, as we write, Rew and significamt things of far-reaching consequence are in ferment. We are not
jeining the company of these whose prophesyiimgs and prophetic interpretations have had to be subjected
to such drastic revision in the years immediately behind us, but we are pretty safe in saying that very big
strides have been made, and are vou- being made in the direction of an all-inclusive issue in—not only earthly
=hut==super-earthilx realms.

What a great amount of Scripture hitherto of obscure and limited meaning to us has—in a brief time—
become more than fulll of meaning and understanding. With one discovery alone, a whole system of acrepted
and establiished (?) ideas and acceptances has been shattenedl. A well-known servant of God® in America says
that, in a brief space of time, after reading the statementatisout the atomic bomb, many of his major ideas
were destroyed. He made a public pronouncernentt that ** never have 1 had to change my ways of thinking
so much as 1 have in the last few hours. In many respects 1 am a man with entirely new sets of ideas *’. He
then proceeded to give some of the trememdaus changes in his outlook. This is from one who holds a firomt-
rank position in the Evangelical life of the United Stakes, and beyond, and has been a foremost speaker at
the treat Keswick Comvemtion in England. New, why am 1 writing like this in such a paper as this ? Just
for this reason. From time to time, right through the ages, those who have stoeod in quite a definite relationship
to the things of God have either been seduced, or have drifted, or have for some reason €ofe to fixed and
systematirasd positions as to the ways, werks, and purposes of Ged, whieh fixed ideas have eee to limit Him,
bind them, and result in geing reund in a eirele instead of on a direet eourse of ever-enlarging and clarifying
spiritual fulness and newness.

This propensity for fixedness and fiimalisa- in conceptions has threateredl the people of God many times
with a fatal impasse. Indeed, Israel’s captivity and eventual disintegration among the nations, with all the
agony of centuries, very largely rests upon their fiixed idea of being so right as God's elect. This same peril
threateyedt] to frustrate the real spiritwal way and purpese of God with Chwist's pwn disciples. Because of
Jewish ideas interpreted by their natural minds they had prejudices and preconceptions which menaced their
spiritual lives and constantly came into conflict with Christ's mind and way. Paul's life and ministry was
continually opposed by this elemen:, and he hirself inhikasreconieision days, isa supreme exaraple of its danger.

So it has been through ihe ages since, and is one of the greatest hindramces to the quicker realisation of
the thought and purpase of the Lord in our own times. The fact is that God must not move or do anything
which does not conform to the acceptad and recognised order of traditional evangelical Christfitamitty.. Amything
that is outside of a prescribed circle of what has been done and how it has been done for generatiioms is suspect
and boycotted. The officiall bodies of organised evangelical Chiriistikanitty are the final court of appeal. One of
the strong factors In the ministry that this paper has sought to fullfil through these many years has been that,
while there are those foundational facts which are in thelr essence unalterablie and unchanging, there is always,
in everything that eomes from God, a wealth and fulness of meaning and value which Is commensuralte with
i infinite Source and Feuntainrad, and that the Spirit of Truth ean eomtimuallky ake us know that Gedl's
fReaning infinitely transeends eur ap| mion. We must therefore never bex the eompass of truth or Inter-
Ef@éiﬁti@ﬁ; and fix eur methods and framewerk of deetrine of werlk in a way that makes it impoessible for the

fd te shew us that, altheugh a eertain way of eutwerking was all right for the tife beifg, it was enly
relatively s, and fuller light means further adjustmeniss, AN this, net because the Lerd is dev_elapiﬂ_lg or
ehanging, But beeause wg ean enly meve and change by life, erganieally, as we grew in understamding. That
this 1§ 8§ i§ preved B¥ mueh Seripture. and EpResians i 14-20 is the great stand-by- in this matter ; a werd
wHiten te Believers 6f Ae iMmature degree.

W venture to say that a time has begun when the old and fixed positions of traditionall Christizmity are
losing their hold ofi—not enly the Christian public in general—but many sincere seekers for reality, and that
great numbers of young people are looking for something not te be found in many of the churches, and what
they are leeking for is the real and true life of God:

" The question which confronts us all is this; can the Lord lead us on into His fulness im Ciwist wiithowt
continually bumping up against something in our own carry-over of—not fixed truth, but—our fixed limit
of its meaning ;: or something in our fixedness of position in any directiom or connection ? Stedfastmess. un-
mevabliemrss, faithfulness, ete. are to be to the Lord, and to the foundation realities of the faith, and also in
the purpese for whieh and to which He has called us in life and senvice ; but adjustablemess is an essential to
gfewth and increase in light and fulness. At the same time, we cannot change and move on only as there is a

asie work of the Cress by whieh the strength of natwie—aweam as it impinges upon Divine things—is set aside.
The Lerd find us such as have enly one object, and that truly at any cost. " That 1 may know him *.

I do thank you dear friends for all the many letters of appreciation which have come from so many paurts.
Pray for this little paper ; firstly for its preservation and maintenxe in spiritwal strength, and then for
an increase of paper and improvement in quality; for I often blush for its smallness and poverty due to the
severe wartime austerity in these mattess in this countes',

With greetings and Jove in our Lord, . Yours for His glory, . .

T. AUSTIN-SPARKS.
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